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Westmounters are reading the Independent
Thank you to all of our current, and previous, letter writers. Your comments are
encouraging and heartening to me and
the team, but they also serve a specific
purpose for all of us: showing advertisers
that you – the readers – are out there.
It is not too late to add a short for publication note in a subsequent issue.
Thank you again.
David Price, publisher, Westmount
Independent

source of information and exchange, a forum for discussion on things that concern
us all.
I should also like to mention how much
better I, and I am sure others, are sleeping
having recently learned that an escaped
pug named Rudy is safely back home.
Thank you, Westmount Independent.
Kevin Tierney, Redfern Ave.

I LOVE the Independent

So nice to come home from holiday and
find the Independent back in the stores
again. Now I know the end of summer
hours for the swimming pool, the progress
of construction around Roslyn, the price of
houses in my locality and a useful address
for someone who installs blinds. Your paper makes me feel that Westmount is truly
a community where we enjoy, support and
help each other. Long may it continue!
Ann Elbourne, Somerville Ave.

Thank you to the entire staff at the Westmount Independent. I look forward to receiving my copy through email.
I worked in the newspaper business for
many years, from managing the classifieds
at The Suburban to the Westmount and
Downtown Experience. I can only say that
the Independent is informative, imaginative
and popular because it taps into the sentiments and psyche of the residents of Westmount.
Thank you!
Susan Gold

Quiet week, useful paper
Last week was quiet in Westmount, as it
always is during summer, and I expected
you would have difficulty finding enough
material to fill your paper. But you did it!
And the information was useful.
D. O. Newnham, Metcalfe Ave.

Kept informed
I support the coverage of events in Westmount by the Westmount Independent. By
reading the Independent each week, I am
kept informed about city hall and its operations, recreation centre programs, people and their homes, buildings, schools,
parks, restaurants, schools, stores and
storeowners. I never miss it.
Doreen Lindsay, Grosvenor Ave.

Hearty endorsement
I would like to heartily endorse the Independent and the job it is doing. The content is excellent: the coverage of neighbourhood activities, the real estate
information, the news about our council
and the Westmount recreation centre are
all very informative and appreciated. Keep
up the good work.
Tim Carsley

Voice in support
I want to add my voice to those in support of the Westmount Independent.
Local papers remain an important

Nice to find Independent
after break

Great community paper
In response to your recent request, we
would like to say that the Westmount Independent is a great community newspaper
that covers all sorts of local events, big and
small. The newspaper supports local
school activities and achievements, and it
keeps us informed regarding issues affecting Westmount. It is a fun newspaper
to read, it is well written, and we look forward to it each week.
John Stix and Dora Knez,
Montrose Ave.

Faithful reader
I have been a faithful reader of the Independent since moving to Westmount six
years ago. It is convenient to have the local
news at one’s fingertips. I also scan the
ads, and am always especially keen to
check the upcoming events. It is wonderful to find a real community newspaper in
my mailbox each and every week.
Jane Broderick, St. Catherine St.

Offer of support
We offer our support to the Independent
as regular readers! We enjoy the articles
and Westmount news and refer also to adverts for construction and services. Hope
you can keep it up.
Hugh and Beth McAdams

Thank you
Just a quick note to say thank you for
helping us keep up to date on all that goes
on in this wonderful city. I look forward to
each issue delivered to my door.

Andrea Fieldman, Arlington Ave.

Great little paper
I am heartened that you seek letters, not
money. What a relief.
You have created a great little paper.
Whilst it may be little, it is big on community. And that is what makes it a big
part of my weekly reading.
Keep it up.
Jack Locke, Stayner St.

Congratulations,
look forward to it
Please accept my congratulations for
continuing to produce a thoroughly readable and useful publication.
I look forward to its weekly appearance
in my mailbox.
In 2012, I returned to Westmount, where
I grew up, after a 30-year absence from
Quebec.
I referred to its advertisers to find useful
services and I continue to do so.
By reading it faithfully, I continue to be
informed about new developments and
changes in the community.
Thank you for the efforts of you and
your staff.
Judy Patton Hamilton,
St. Catherine St.

Rely on advertisers
We have lived in Westmount for over 40
years and have always relied on our local
newspaper to keep us informed as to what
is happening in our city. Aside from council meetings (and the occasional city of
Westmount flyer) the only way we have
access to information regarding our community is through the Westmount Independent.
We also rely on the local advertisers who
make it much easier for us to reach them
through their ads in the Westmount Independent. We would actually like to see more
ads laid out in a dedicated classified section – i.e. items for sale, lost and found,
garage sales, small movers, work wanted,
caregivers, etc.
There is absolutely no question that the
Westmount Independent is an extremely important and vital newspaper and we look
forward to reading it every week.
James and Michele MacDougall,
Prince Albert Ave.

Informative, well
presented
Thank you for the Westmount Independent. It is a great little neighbourhood
newspaper, informative, concise and well

presented.
For example, I particularly enjoyed the
article about Toucheh on August 30. I have
dined there often and enjoy the “home
cooking.” I am happy to learn it will reopen
and only hope the former owners are well,
health wise. They were very personable
people. I wish them good luck.
Without the Westmount Independent, I,
nor your readers, would not know that
Toucheh will reopen mid-September and
we may spend money there! Good luck
and thank you.
Beverley Hutchison, Kitchener Ave.

Of utmost importance
Thank you for publishing such a wonderful paper as yours. We are especially
thankful since we receive it and don’t live
in Westmount (two blocks away) but all of
our shopping, banking and visits to pharmacies, doctors, dentists and restaurants
are all done there. The information you
provide is of utmost importance, enabling
us to be updated on all the happenings in
our area. Keep on with your good job!
Juana Calvo, Cedar Ave.

Look forward
I look forward to reading the Westmount
Independent every week. They are delivered to the seniors’ home where I live. I enjoy reading the local news and seeing the
photos.
Barbara Moore

Well written, no bias
In response to your request for comments on the newspaper, I must tell you
that I appreciate it very much. I find that
the topics are all relevant to Westmount
residents and the reporting is well written
and shows no bias.
The other weeklies that drop through
the letterbox contain a) far too many ads, b)
far too many articles, which have clearly
been lifted from wire services or the internet and have no local relevance and c) far
too little real Westmount content.
I realize that it is the ads that keep you
going, but if you can continue to survive
with the present formula, I will continue to
be a regular reader.
Maybe the smaller number of ads you
carry means more attention per ad per
reader!
Andrew Sharp, de Maisonneuve Blvd.

Fine job
Please accept this short note as my occasional reminder to you and your advertisers that I read all of
continued on p. 7
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– and we thank them
your paper including all of the advertisements, and I find that the Westmount Independent continues to be an excellent local
paper that serves Westmounters very well.
Having such an amazing source of articles,
photos, letters, opinions, news, real estate
info, micro-brewery reviews, Westmount
council proceedings, social goings-on and
advertisements is a weekly treat that I look
forward to. Westmount is a very dynamic
place of active, interesting people, and I enjoy learning about them all in the Westmount Independent each week. You and
your team do a fine job. As the song goes,
“Long may you run.”
Willem Westenberg, Stayner St.

Integral part
of Westmount
My wife and I have been residents of
Westmount since 2000, and for many of
those years there was one local newspaper
that had content that we found to be not
very interesting and as a result, we would
leaf through it very quickly and obviously
take no note of the ads that ran in the paper.
Several years ago, the Westmount Independent came upon the scene, and things
changed immediately. The paper had such
wonderful content and so much purely local content that we would peruse the newspaper to such a point that we would often
spend more than half an hour reading it.
The ads were also done in a very tasteful
manner that seemed to be more personalized as opposed to the competing newspaper that had a typical newspaper feel. We
know that our neighbours and friends living in Westmount also feel exactly the
same way.
In its short time, the Independent has
become an integral part of Westmount and
a great source of information not only because of its news but because of its advertising content to let everyone know what is
going on in the city.
I personally have come across many local papers in the province of Quebec and
consider the Westmount Independent to be
near the top of the list in terms of quality,
readability, attractiveness and content.
Michael Polak

the September 6 issue, we read the Independent from cover to cover each week. We
find the paper fun, informative, with views
and articles that are fair and well balanced.
Keep up the good work
Allen Rubin, Lexington Ave.

Don’t stop
The Russo household truly appreciates
all the content made available to us in the
pages of the Westmount Independent.
Don’t stop doing what you are doing.
Joe Russo, Sherbrooke St.

Important to maintain
Let me add this message to the many
others, which I am sure you are receiving,
attesting to the importance of maintaining
the Westmount Independent as the valuable
resource it is for all members of the Westmount community.
It enables all of us to obtain, free of
charge, valuable information and to express our views about events and developments affecting our lives within this city.
The newspaper is awaited in our home
each week with great anticipation. Long
may it continue to roll off the presses.
Maura McKeon

Where else?
Where else am I going to find so many
interesting tidbits of information about
my neighbourhood?
J. Davey

Can’t imagine Westmount
without Independent

We enjoy the paper very much and, in
fact, it has been a big help finding service
people. It is a real community resource.
Diana and Duncan McNeill

Just a note to tell you I can’t imagine this
community without your fine newspaper.
The Independent really has a great team.
The journalism is excellent, its editorial
point of view fair-minded. The articles, letters and submissions are always of interest. There is something special about your
publication, a certain passion for bringing
news and issues to your readers.
I always look forward to reading it. If I
see your paper at an outlet before I get
home, I’ll grab it and flip through it, intending to read it thoroughly later.
The layout is very lively and eye-catching. Of the three or four periodicals, journals and publications that I read regularly,
the Westmount Independent is only one that
I actually look at all the ads. I’m inspired to
shop or spend locally wherever I can.
John Fretz, Lansdowne Ave.

Read it cover to cover

Useful ads

Finding the tradespeople

In response to the publisher’s note in

Just letting you know that in our household we always look forward to receiving

the latest copy of the Westmount Independent.
It is so full of important and interesting
information about our community, and
the ads are very useful: our roofer and others in the indispensable trades were first
discovered by reading these, and, for another example, I’ve just scouted out the
new pizza resto and the soon-to-open
Greek tavern that were mentioned in the
Independent. We also avidly read the real
estate ads and related information in every
issue. Do carry on; you’re doing a great
job.
Rosemary Haddad,
de Maisonneuve Blvd.

Montreal’s Premier
Home Furnishings
CONSIGNMENT Store
SHOP WHERE THE
DESIGNERS SHOP
Furniture, Mirrors, Silver, China,
Lighting, Decorative Accessories

Discover our Affordable luxury that
captures the essence of your style!

514-564-3600 info@galeriem.ca
www.galeriem.ca
8160 Devonshire Rd. Mt-Royal
TOGETHER WE MAKE CONSIGNING EASY!

SONOS
WiFi – HiFi
Only $248
Music
everywhere
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Thank you, Westmount
Thank you to our second batch of current and our previous, letter writers. Your
comments are encouraging and heartening to me and the team, but they also serve
a specific purpose for all of us: showing advertisers that you – the readers – are out
there.
Thank you again.
David Price, publisher, Westmount
Independent

Assume it’s the Indie
As a resident of Westmount and an avid
reader of the Independent, when I say to a
fellow resident “I saw your picture/letter/article” in the paper this week, they automatically assume that I mean the Indie.
Likewise, if a fellow resident says the same
thing to me, I also assume they mean the
Indie. I ask you, what else could they mean?
Assure your advertisers that we all (okay,
most of us) read and enjoy the Indie, and
the sense of community it engenders.
When I’m looking for places to advertise
the annual Westmount Antiquarian Book
Fair, the Indie is top of my list. Conversely,
if I’m looking for a service (as I was recently for a carpet cleaner), there’s no prize
for guessing where I found one.
Wilfrid de Freitas, Kitchener Ave.

Historical Association
on board
The Westmount Historical Association
(WHA) feels that your weekly community
newspaper, which informs residents about
local events and newsworthy items, responds to the needs of Westmounters. The
well-researched articles by Laureen
Sweeney, the beautiful photos by Ralph
Thompson, and your support for needy
dogs and cats are appreciated by residents,
who receive your publication at the door.
WHA events are listed in the Comin’ Up
column, our lectures and walking tours
are sometimes reported, and Andy Dodge’s
History by the House provides us with fascinating information about some of Westmount’s homes. We would love to see coverage of our events and Comin’ Up carried
on a regular basis. Keep up the good work.
Caroline Breslaw, president of the
Westmount Historical Association

Second the support
I so appreciate you and Westmount Independent covering a recent event for us. I
also just finished reading the current issue
and second all those who speak so highly
about the Independent.
My sincere appreciation.
Doreen Friedman, coordinator,

Place Kensington

Page after page
Herewith a small letter to you in response to your recent request. I am a new
Westmounter enjoying your newspaper
tremendously. I always read it page after
page, from beginning to the end. It is very
informative and very interesting. So continue the good work, please.
A. Loesecke, Hillside Ave.

Goals have been met
In answer to your note in the Westmount
Independent, I want to let you know that
both my husband and I are avid readers of
the publication. I started reading the local
weekly when it was delivered to my parents’ home (they bought their house on
Kensington Ave. in 1941), and also upon returning to Westmount after a few years
away. So, it is a long tradition, which I
hope will continue for many years to come.
When the Westmount Independent was
launched, it was not the only player in the
field. Over the years, it became more and
more important, more and more interesting. Eventually, it became the only weekly
covering all kinds of news in Westmount.
What was accomplished is noteworthy: the
readers found that the content is varied, interesting and helps them keep tabs with
what is happening in the community. Reporting on major issues is well done and
allows Westmounters to develop an opinion and cast a vote when the time comes,
not only at municipal election time, but in
other circumstances as well.
Advertising local retail stores is helpful
in many ways. They are close by, and we
get to know them and appreciate what they
sell. Real estate agencies ads occupy a good
portion of the publication and coupled
with analysis of the market in Westmount,
such contributions paint a good portrait of
the situation as it exists and surely attracts
many purchasers who know they get good
value for their money.
Local activities are also advertised and
made accessible to readers. The fact that it
is possible to have French advertisements
to reach French-speaking Westmounters is
a plus.
All in all, the Independent is doing a good
job, and I am sure that the objectives, the
goals set, are met.
Westmounters do encourage advertisers because what they offer locally answers
our needs and our expectations. I was surprised when a friend of mine who, at the
time, lived in the Town of Mount Royal,
said: “the atmosphere in your commercial
streets is that of a village.” I had never

looked at it in that light. She was right, of
course, and her comment was not to be
taken lightly.
People talk to each other, share this and
that, and the spirit is a good one and camaraderie is noticeable. It goes along with
the developement of a sense of community
that our politicians favour for obvious reasons.
In that context, where communications
are important, the newspaper delivered
each week in our mailbox is precious and,
hopefully, it will continue to cater to a
clientèle who, granted, do not pay for it,
but who, nevertheless, want a quality product and will not be tempted to throw it
away without reading it. The best to you
and your team.
Niquette Delage, Grosvenor Ave.

1. Carpet Cleaning Since 1929.
Hand washing of hand made and
machine made carpets. Insect
removal, stain removal, odor
removal, dusting and disinfectant
services are available.
2. Repairs and Restoration –
Specialized carpet repair and
restoration services since 1929.
Services include fringe replacement, weaving, binding and cutting.
3. Pick-up & Delivery – We pick up
and deliver your carpets right to
your door.

514-271-7750
6681 Av. Du Parc
Mon to Sat 9am - 4pm
www.raymondandheller.com

TRANSFORMATION
DE FOURRURES
ET CUIRS
Donnez une apparence plus
jeune à votre manteau.
Appelez dès aujourd’hui pour
prendre des dispositions et
informez-vous au sujet des
futures cliniques de recyclage.

RECYCLING
OF FURS
AND LEATHERS
Give your coat a younger look.
Call today to make
arrangements and ask
about our upcoming clinics.

6570, St. Hubert
Montréal (Quebec) H2S 2M3

514-276-3701
www.labellefourrure.com

