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Carnival challenge February 3 to 7 

Celebrate 37th Winter Carnival 
COVID-style 
By Laureen Sweeney 

There will be a 37th Winter Carnival in 
Westmount after all! In the past, neither 
rain nor ice has cancelled the annual event 
outright – and now, it seems, neither will 
COVID-19. 

Because of pandemic restrictions on 
gatherings, including the playing of 

hockey, the city’s annual winter carnival 
will be a virtual one but still focused on 
outdoor activities, Sports and Recreation 
director Dave Lapointe said last week. It 
takes place from Wednesday, February 3 
to Sunday, February 7. 

“It will be a carnival to remember, that’s 
for sure,” he said. 

In a “carnival chal-
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Lindsay-Donelsons moved to Canada for ‘warmth and community’ 

Hockey stick given, lost – and found! 
Recently-arrived-in-Canada Whitaker 

Lindsay, age 4, loves hockey and his hockey 
stick – which was a gift from Westmount’s 
Sports & Rec department 

“An associate at the Westmount recre-
ation centre saw his interest in hockey and 
plucked it out of a supply closet,” mum 
Sophie Donelson told the Independent last 
week. “It was our first winter in Canada 
and his first-ever stick. Whit has slept with 
or near ‘the manager’s stick’ since then.” 

But the Canadian winter has its perils 
too. 

“In January, my husband Greg Lindsay, 
Whit and his brother Teddy were walking 
in fresh snow near Manoir Westmount. 
Whit slipped and somehow lost control of 
his stick. It slid into the municipal storm 
drain. (Cue three mouths dropping in dis -
belief.) I could hear the wailing of the two 
boys from down the block.” 

“The next morning, I reported it to Pub-
lic Works,” she continued. 

Two weeks after “the drain incident” (as 
she calls it), Donelson received a call: 
“Sophie? It’s David at Public Works. We re-
covered the hockey stick.” 

“Now it was my turn to drop my mouth 
in disbelief,” said Donelson. “David went 
on to say they had melted the ice away, 
power-washed it clean, and that he could 
drop it off on his way through. 

“The next time a friend asks why I live 
where I live, I’m going to tell them this 
story. We moved to Canada for warmth and 
community, and we certainly found it in 
Westmount.” 

▶ From left, Teddy and Whitaker Lindsay with 
David from Westmount Public Works on 
January 28 on Academy Rd. in front of the 
Westmount recreation centre. 

Photo courtesy of S. Donelson.
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EXCEPTIONAL FAMILY HOME
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de-Montréal, Apt. 4407 
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City looks for feedback: Cllr. Bostock 

Lansdowne residents to be polled on parking switch 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Finishing touches were being added last 
week to a city poll of Lansdowne residents 
in the busy block south of Sherbrooke. This 
is where the city is proposing to switch 
parking from the west side to the east. 

“Under its current configuration,” the 
west side is deemed a shared vehicle and 
cycling lane, the notice to residents ex-
plains. With parking on this side, “there is 
an elevated risk of potential conflicts be-
tween southbound cyclists and motorists 
that can result in possible collisions” as 
well as from cars backing out of driveways. 

The switch to parking on the east side, 
proponents contend, would improve safety 
and provide consistency with the street 
blocks north of Sherbrooke and south of 
de Maisonneuve. Lansdowne connects 
Westmount southward through Glen Rd. 
into St. Henri. 

The poll is expected to be delivered to 
residents this week, according to Elisa Gae-
tano, the city’s director of Engineering. 
“We anticipate that moving the parking to 
the east side of the street will result in the 
loss of two parking spaces,” she told the 
Independent. 

“We want to know what residents think 

of the idea and the reasons for the parking 
switch,” explained Councillor Anitra Bo-
stock, who sits as a councillor represen-
tative on the Traffic Advisory Committee 
(TAC). “We’re looking for feedback now so 
that line painting can take place in the 
spring.” 

Larger issue 

The issue is also a much bigger one in-
volving traffic flow and safety, Bostock ex-
plained. Requests to convert the block into 
one-way traffic is not being recommended 
“right now,” she said. “We’re looking at the 
parking as one option.” 

While the notice refers to “multiple re-
quests” for the change in parking, it has 
been championed at council meetings by 
resident Richard Lock (see story October 
23, 2017, p. 19). 

Dan Lambert, president of the Associ-
ation of Pedestrians and Cyclists of West-
mount, has been asking for consistency of 
parking throughout Lansdowne. 

But, Lambert said last week, “we want 
the city to remove one lane, either parking 
or driving, to be able to create a bike lane” 
consistent with north of Sherbrooke and 
south of de Maisonneuve, to make it safer 
for cyclists. 

He added that the suggested row of 
parked cars on the east side would help 
protect the safety of the many seniors who 
walk along the east sidewalk going to and 
from the Manoir Westmount residence 
and Contactivity Centre at Westmount 
Park Church as well as the young families 
using it to access the daycare at the church 
or the Westmount recreation centre. 

“We appreciate any efforts by the city to 
make walking and cycling safer. We look 
forward to the eventual creation of a dedi-
cated bike path.” 

Recommended by TAC 

In minutes of the city’s Traffic Advisory 

Committee (TAC) held November 21 and 
tabled at the council meeting January 18 – 
the latest ones to be made public before 
press time – it was mentioned that the 
switch in parking had been recommended 
at a previous TAC meeting. 

The minutes also state that implemen-
tation of a bike path on the west side of 
Lansdowne in this block had been dis-
cussed previously by the TAC, but this is 
not included in the current poll.
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SQUARE DES GOUVERNEURS | NDG | $1,798,000 
Once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to live in an old monastery. From the vaulted ceilings, stone walls and huge 
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Thanks for re-purposing 
the trees, winter activities 

Who thought that mature pine trees 
could grow on snow? 

The answer is very clear… they can’t. It’s 
impossible! As these trees started to ap-
pear, some neighbours wondered: maybe 
residents living around Prince Albert Park 
were putting them outside and around the 
ice rink as they took them out of their 
houses? 

This great initiative comes from city 
workers that maintain daily the ice and the 
park. What a good idea and a nice way to 
keep the holiday spirit alive! 

Let’s make this a new tradition and, on 
behalf of all the people who are able to 
enjoy the outside winter activities the city 
has to offer, thank you for all your effort in 
making winter outdoor activities possible, 
especially in these complicated times when 
people need to be outside. 

Merci. 
Jean-François Emmanuel, 

Windsor Ave. 

Thanks for the 
winter work #2 

I want to take the opportunity to thank 
our mayor, Christina Smith, for the recre-
ational areas she created during this diffi-
cult pandemic winter. 

As a senior, I have been able to walk 
along the cleared and de-iced pathways in 

Westmount Park, sit in the sun on one of 
the many benches despite the cold weather 
and watched as children skated on the ice 
rink. I’ve walked on the cleared paths at 
Murray Hill Park and enjoyed watching the 
children toboggan down the hill. These 

outdoor areas have facilitated opportunities 
for the young and not-so-young to mini-
mize isolation and be together with dis-
tancing of course. 

Thanks to the mayor. 
Laura Michielini, Redfern Ave. 

Thank you, library staff 
A huge thank-you to the whole team at 

the Westmount Public Library for the ter-
rific job it is doing providing books, DVDs, 
ebooks and online activities for all ages. 

Every day, the library receives 300-plus 
individual requests for books and, despite 
these unusual times, the orders are filled 
promptly. All the staff get involved in this 
process, from finding the books, checking 
them out, shelving returns and handing 
the books to members at the door, always 
a positive event. 

Whether working from home or at the 
library, the staff are available on the phone 
to help and make suggestions, especially 
useful when readers cannot go and choose 
their books. 

Our library is the real heart of our com-
munity and it has really stepped up to find 
ways to keep offering its variety of services. 
This is due to its terrific, dedicated staff 
who really care about what they do. 

A huge thank-you to the 30 staff 
members for providing a service that 
makes life better for all of us. 

Chapeau to the team! 
Rosalind Davis, outgoing chair – 

Westmount Public Library Committee 

Thanks for the benches 
Following Deana Silverstone’s letter in 

the January 19 Independent (p. 16), I was 
very pleased to see the benches back on 
Sherbrooke St. Even though it is cold out-
side, it’s great to have a place to sit for a 
few minutes. 

In the past, I have argued many times 
for the benches to remain out during the 
winter, especially the ones that don’t inter-
fere with snow removal. I’m very pleased 
to see this and hope that they will remain 
in place year round when the pandemic is 
over! 

Claire Salzberg, Claremont Ave. 

Mr. Lambert persists! 
And so do these questions 

RE: Dan Lambert’s January 19, p. 6 letter 
“Pedestrians, cyclists should be safe” 

Of course I agree with the heading. And 
also his point in the last paragraph about 
the need to keep  sidewalks clear of snow 
(which, if allowed to melt, turns into ice), 
although I believe Westmount does a 
pretty good job, much better than our 
neighbour. 

What disappoints me is that Mr. Lam-
bert concentrates exclusively on more privi-
leges for cyclists while remaining  in stead-
fast denial about cyclists’ bad practices. A 
little humility would be appreciated. I put 
the following questions to him: 

 Will he admit that almost all cyclists 1.
routinely ignore red lights and stop 
signs? 
Does he acknowledge that going down 2.
one-way streets is dangerous? 
Does he think riding on sidewalks is ac-3.
ceptable? 
Does he approve of wearing dark cloth-4.
ing at night, without lights or reflectors? 
Does he acknowledge that pedestrians 5.
are entitled to feel threatened by these 
practices? 
Would his group consider developing a 6.
best practices code for publication? 
These questions relate mostly to pedes-

trians. But they are also annoying to mo-
torists (perhaps a less sympathetic group 
than pedestrians) who do not wish to cause 
harm, even to a cyclist who is not playing 
by the rules. 

Robert Cowling, Parkman Place 

Letters to the Editor
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D I S T I N G U I S H E D  R E S I D E N C E S

Westmount Adjacent, 3165 Place De Ramezay | $27,800,000

Downtown, 495 Av. Viger 3501 
$9,500,000

Westmount, 24 Ch. Edgehill 
$3,995,000

Westmount, 87 Crois. Summit 
$2,998,000

Downtown, 3625 Rue Redpath 
$4,995,000

Westmount Adjacent 
3024 Ch. Picquet | $3,495,000

Westmount, 3306 Av. Cedar 
$2,495,000

Downtown, 1650 Rue Sherbrooke 18E 
$6,900,000

Downtown, 495 Av. Viger 3401 
$3,499,000

Westmount, 333 Av. Metcalfe 
$2,995,000

Westmount, 604 Av. Clarke 
$3,998,000

Downtown, 1768 Av. Cedar 
$3,050,000

Westmount, 572 Av. Victoria 
$1,729,000

Westmount, 28 Av. Devon | $8,888,000

PENTHOUSE

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

JosephMontanaro.com  |  514. 660. 3050
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Westmount, Albert Square 
$2,872,560 + GST/QST*

Westmount, Arlington 
$1,999,000*

Downtown

Outremont, Dunlop 
$2,550,000*

Westmount, Mount-Pleasant  
$1,995,000 + GST/QST*

Montreal

Bolton-Ouest

LISTED & SOLD BY JOSEPH SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
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LISTED & SOLD BY JOSEPH

LISTED & SOLD BY JOSEPH
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ACCEPTED OFFER
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Now more than ever, 
simple gestures are 
our best protection 
to fight the virus.

 Maintain physical distancing

 Wear a mask

 Wash your hands regularly

 Avoid travel to other regions 
 and non-essential trips

 Get tested promptly if you 
 have symptoms

 Follow self-isolation guidelines

Québec.ca/coronavirus

 1 877 644-4545

Let’s continue to protect ourselves properly.



Nigen #1 (French) – Sinor #3 (bilingual) 

Villa Sainte-Marcelline triumphs in 
pan-Canadian poetry reading competition 

Villa Sainte-Marcelline grade 7 student 
Marguerite Nigen won first prize in the 
junior French section of 2021’s Voix de la 
poésie/Poetry in Voice competition for her 
recitation of Charles Baudelaire’s “L’invita-
tion au voyage.” 

Fellow grade 7 student Gabrielle Sinor 
won third prize in the junior bilingual sec-
tion for her English-language rendition of 
“Solitude” by Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 

The winners were announced January 
11. 

The students chose their own poems. 
Each participating school’s champion per 
section entered the finals by submitting 
two recitation videos for consideration. 
The winners were selected from among 
the 47 participating schools by a panel of 
10 Canadian poets. 

▶ From left, Marguerite Nigen and Gabrielle 
Sinor. Photo courtesy of Villa Sainte-Marcelline.
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

LEARN AT YOUR OWN PACE
IN YOUR OWN HOME

Get a loan, 
raise money, or 
manage growth 
by letting experts 
develop your 
business plan, 

nancial 
forecast, and 
pitch deck. 
438-788-3651 
www.onpointbusinessplans.com

BUSINESS PLANS

Overhead 
One woman to another, Claremont 

& Sherbrooke, January 27 at 8:30 am: 

“I don’t want to go to Costco. That’s 
even worse. It’s like hell, even though I 
could stock up.”

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve 

the right to choose and edit them. 
Please limit to 300 words and submit 
before Friday 10 am to be considered 
for publication the following week. 

email us at: 

editor@westmountindependent.com
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Contactivity, SHS 
present a joint 
‘L-O-V-E’ special 

Contactivity and Selwyn House 
School have teamed up to present a 
musical special to be posted on both 
their websites starting February 8 to 
celebrate upcoming Valentine’s. This 
is separate from Contactivity’s own 
Zoom party (see separate story, at right) 
and follows on the heels of a previous 
combined effort called “Winter Won-
derland.” 

The partnership between the school 
and the seniors’ centre is funded by the 
latter’s Canadian Heritage grant. 

The musical performance is based 
on the Nat King Cole song called 
“L-O-V-E” and will be performed by a 
combined choir composed of eight 
members of Contactivity along with 
school participants who were video-
taped individually last week. 

The presentation was put together 
technically at Selwyn House and in-
cludes the school band and dancers at 
the gazebo in Westmount Park, accord-
ing to Benita Goldin, who coordinates 
the heritage grant activities.

WE ARE OPEN 
for curbside pick-up • order online or call 

Free shipping* • free returns 

1325 Greene Avenue 
info@myshoeshop.ca

* Some restrictions apply

514 939-1804

Thursday, February 11 

Contactivity’s Valentine party available to all seniors 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Contactivity is holding an online Valen-
tine’s party for seniors via Zoom on Thurs-
day, February 11 as it did for Hallowe’en 
and Christmas. 

“The event is free and we are making it 
available to both members and non-
members alike,” executive director Mary 
Stark said last week. 

The event takes place from 7 to 8 pm, 
“hosting a celebration with musicians 
David Longlade, a favourite at Contactivity, 
and Teresa Estrada.” 

It will feature “all kinds of songs from 
Broadway musicals to contemporary love 
ballads and likely there will be some trivia 
contests too.” 

The event, plus information on how to 
pre-register, can be accessed on the Con-
tactivity website at contactivitycentre.org. 

For those not familiar with Zoom, Stark 
said it is also possible to participate by 
phone by calling Contactivity at 514.932.
2326 and leaving a message.   “We are 
working remotely but we will get back to 
you,” she said. 

“And if you are a senior who has the in-
ternet but would like some free tutoring to 

get familiar with using Zoom, call us for 
that too. You might even be Zooming in 

time for the Valentine’s party, or at least for 
the St. Patrick’s one in March.”

  
 

 

 

  
  

 
.ould helpc

ond opinA sec

our financial y
erned aboncC

  
 

 

 

  
  

 

(SEE BELOW 

opinion a
omor a cf

or a lim

nion

?eur fut

F

bout

  
 

 

 

  
  

 

AILS)FOR DET

!  ‡e a $100 giftveecr and 
ondy secartmplimen

act metoned time, cit

eiv

  
 

 

 

  
  

 
.ould help

Contact me today to ge

Ioana 
Investm
and Fin
438.48

c

  
 

 

 

  
  

 
ondSome c
pirer exfe

et started.

 Irunca, F. Pl.
ment Specialist
nancial Planner
83.6248

Off

  
 

 

 

  
  

 
. *ditions apply

. ch 31, 2021rcrees Mar

  
 

 

 

  
  

 

®

™

* To redeem for this offer you must present this advertis
March 31, 2021. Upon completion of the review, you will
Indigo® E-Gift Card, Esso and Mobil   E-Gift Card or Cine
E-Promo or E-Gift Card. E-Promo Cards are valid for 90 
non-transferable and cannot be duplicated. ®  Registered
subsidiaries and affiliates, including Scotia Securities In
“Financial Planner and Investment Specialist” refers to a
also registered in the category of Financial Planner. Scot
respective owner(s). Trademark owners are not affiliated

ioana.

  
 

 

 

  
  

 

sement upon completion of your financial review conversation wit
 receive a special offer code and a reward code to redeem from yo
plex® E-Gift Card at www.scotiabank.com/reviewreward. A valid em
 days after activation. E-Gift Cards do not expire. No purchase req
d trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia, used under licence. Scoti

nc. As used in this document, “Investment Specialist and Financial
 a Scotia Securities Inc. mutual fund representative or, in Quebec, a
tia Securities Inc. is a member of the Mutual Fund Dealers Associa
d, sponsoring or endorsing this offer or any Scotiabank products o

irunca@scotiabank.com

  
 

 

 

  
  

 

h a Scotiabank Investment Specialist on or before 
ur choice of The Ultimate Dining® E-Promo Card, 

mail address is required in order to receive the 
uired. Maximum one offer per customer. Offer is 
abank includes The Bank of Nova Scotia and its 
 Planner”, “Scotiabank Investment Specialist” and 

 a Group Savings Plan Dealer Representative who is 
tion. ‡ All other trademarks are the property of the 

or services. 1410545-2020-1204 F2

  
 

 

 

  
  

 

  
 

 

 

  
  

 

  
 

 

 

  
  

 

Westmount Park United Church on January 31, where Contactivity is headquartered and where all 
sorts of events took place before COVID-19. Photo: Independent.
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‘Keeping busy’ is her mantra 

Pandemic opens new doors for resident turning 90 
By Laureen Sweeney 

For one Westmount resident who turns 
90 in March, pandemic restrictions have 
opened up a host of new interests and con-
nections with people despite the lack of tra-
ditional hugs and get-togethers. 

“What I try to do is keep as busy as poss-
ible,” Susan Palevsky said last week as she 
juggled time to talk with the Independent 
between her “new found” activities: Zoom 
courses provided by Contactivity seniors’ 
centre and Congregation Shaar Hasho-
mayim as well as yoga classes from Florida, 
poetry lessons from Israel and music les-
sons from Baltimore. 

She is also preparing to sing in a com-
bined choir with Selwyn House School and 
Contactivity for a joint upcoming Valen-
tine’s musical called L-O-V-E, for which she 
was videotaped last week (see separate 
story p. 10). She had also participated in a 
“Winter Wonderland” production in De-
cember. 

And for Palevsky, Contactivity is “the 
best organization in the world” even 
though “at first, I kind of objected to a 
[check-in] call from them in the morning. 
But now, it kind of gives me a continuity. 
Whatever I can do, I do. A lot of things I 
never did before.” 

This includes her re-discovery of a small 
piano in her basement that she hadn’t 
played since a child. “That’s good for my 
fingers and brain, and keeps me disci-
plined.” 

She has a broadcaster son, Jonathan 
 Palevsky, in Baltimore who also teaches 
classical music, so she is taking his classes 
two to four times a week. 

She also “absolutely adores” poetry 
sessions in which she participates through 
the Shaar. These are presented by a 72-
year-old woman who lives in Israel and 
provides Hebrew poetry with translation 
two afternoons a week. 

‘Things I never did’ 

“One can give up and say ‘I hate this 
[pandemic] life,’ but I’m doing a lot of 
things I never did in my life, like the poetry 
and music. I’m now learning Yiddish, 
which I do once a week with my nephew 
over the phone, and we laugh and laugh 
and have the greatest time.” 

At the start of the first wave of COVID, 
Palevsky spoke frequently with Kimberley 
Colquhoun, assistant Public Security di-
rector, who would do her grocery shopping 
and deliver the items to her door. 

“I thought, and still think, she is very 
special. Now that public safety officers are 
becoming busier and busier, the grocery 

shopping is being handled by volunteers 
from Contactivity.” 

Colquhoun said that “I’ll always re-
member one of the first things that Mrs. 
Palevsky said to me was ‘knock when you 
leave the grocery bag so I can see you and 
blow you a kiss.’” 

The Zoom courses are one of the good 

things that have come as a result of 
COVID-19, Palevsky said. “The point is, it 
could be very easy to get depressed. But not 
me – yet – even though there seems to be 
no light at the end of the tunnel as there is 
in some other countries. I just have so 
much to look forward to every day!”

‘I just have so much to look forward 
to every day.’ – Susan Palevsky

Susan Palevsky on January 29. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

RE/MAX Action Inc Agency – Westmount

ANNE-MARIE LARUE 
514-919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

EVI HO 
514-862-7718 

eviho@outlook.com

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
We welcome your calls !

Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W
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Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

Montréal (Ville-Marie) 
$949,000 Spacious 3-bedroom unit 
flooded with light from oversized windows 
with southern and eastern exposures. 
Located in “The McGregor” this apartment 
offers all the classic features 
of the Golden Square Mile. MLS 24361317

RE/MAX Action Inc Agency – Westmount

ANNE-MARIE LARUE 
514-919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

EVI HO 
514-862-7718 

eviho@outlook.com

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
We welcome your calls !

The finest 
retirement 
lifestyle is 

available at... 
Westmount’s 

Good living 
comes 

with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate 
comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs 

24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED SUITES at affordable rentals. 

4430 St. Catherine West 
514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com 

A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

Winter can mean accidents 

Top, on January 25, a Volvo and an Audi collided on Arlington Ave. Bottom, on January 27, a mini-van 
and a truck collided, head on, on the eastbound side of Sherbrooke just west of Victoria. “Wrong 
way??!!” commented resident Nathalie Allard. Photos: Ralph Thompson (top) & courtesy of N. Allard (bottom).
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Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in July 2020 
Address                                                    Vendor                                                                                                                           Price                         2020 Val                       Ratio (%) 

465 Clarke                                                  Kai Bockmann & Deborah Burrows                                                                       $2,100,000                      $1,725,300                              21.7% 

42 Devon                                                   Fredric L. Carsley & Marilyn Smith                                                                        $1,750,000                      $1,632,100                                7.2% 

465 Elm                                                     Mahmoudreza Sadry                                                                                              $1,977,000                      $1,539,700                              28.4% 

334 Grosvenor                                           David Arav & Marion Gozlan-Arav                                                                        $1,725,000                      $1,735,800                               -0.6% 

581 Grosvenor                                           Evelyn Bloomfield-Schachter                                                                                  $2,400,000                      $2,781,400                             -13.7% 

321 Kensington                                         James Hamilton & Liane Hamilton                                                                       $2,400,000                      $2,200,000                                9.1% 

4367 Montrose                                          Daniel Borsuk & Zoey Rabinovitz                                                                          $2,050,000                      $1,673,000                              22.5% 

52 Rosemount                                           Joseph Dimitri Barazin & Caroline Jacques                                                           $2,300,000                      $1,732,500                              32.8% 

88 Summit Crescent                                 88 Crois. Summit Inc.                                                                                             $5,000,000                      $3,240,000                              54.3% 

619 Sydenham                                           Jean-Guy Desjardins                                                                                               $5,150,000                      $7,683,000                             -33.0% 

CONDOMINIUMS 

4855 de Maisonneuve #205                     Milagros Amoros                                                                                                       $680,000                         $445,900                              52.5% 

215 Redfern #206                                     9178-4504 Quebec Inc.                                                                                              $888,750                         $665,600                              33.5%
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July transfers: volume very slow 

Note: The following article relates to the 
registration of deeds of sale for Westmount 
property in July 2020. A list of sales can be 
found on p. 17. 

July is normally a “sign and move in” 
month in the Westmount real estate mar-
ket, when families sign deeds to houses 
they purchased in the spring months, then 
move in and have plenty of time to pre-
pare/decorate the house during the 
summer months before cooler weather 
and routines set in. 

Not so in pandemic-ridden Westmount 
last summer, mainly because the spring 
real estate market was virtually wiped out 
while agents tried to figure out how to ar-
range visits and some families started re-
thinking their future plans. Notaries were 
briefly deemed a “non-essential service” 
during the initial provincial lockdown, but 
that didn’t last long; instead, notaries de-
termined how buyers and sellers could 
sign deeds remotely. 

Thus, the months of May, June and 
July, which in the past decade averaged 
18, 21 and 20 home sales respectively, this 

year are counting in at eight, 12 and 10 
deeds. 

In July, two houses cleared the $5-mil-
lion mark, in wildly different ways. Highest 
price was $5,150,000 for 619 Sydenham 
Ave, an elegant detached stone mansion 
that the city evaluated at $7,683,000, thus 
registering a mark-down of 33 percent. 
Next in line was 88 Summit Crescent, 
which was picked up in late 2018 for 
$3,075,000, extensively renovated and sold 
in July for $5,000,000, the highest mark-
up of the month at 54 percent. 

The Sydenham sale was one of three 
houses to sell at less than valuation in July; 
also included in that group was the 
month’s lowest priced house sale, 334 
Grosvenor Ave., whose $1,725,000 sale 
price was just under its municipal tax value 
of $1,735,800. The purchase price repre-
sents the highest, minimum-monthly price 
in Westmount’s history, beating out the 
$1,650,000 minimum price in September 
2018. 

The average of the 10 July sales was only 

a 3.5 percent mark-up, lower than for any 
month so far this year except January, and 
about 8 percent below the year’s average. 

Condos 

And while volume was weak among 
house transfers, it slowed to a crawl among 
condominiums. In the second quarter of 
this year (April to June) only five condo-
minium sales were registered in a period 
that normally sees between 15 and 20 clos-
ings; in 2014 and 2015 condo sales were 
also slow, at six each, but other than those 
two, we have not recorded a second quarter 
with less than 10 sales. For the third 
quarter, then, only two sales were tallied in 
July, both with very high mark-ups over 
valuation, but we must 
wait for more information continued on p. 21
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Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

▲ 619 Sydenham on January 26.

◀ 88 Summit Crescent on December 30.
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to be able to draw any conclusions. 
The average condominium mark-up for 

the year to July is 15.7 percent above valu-
ation, so slightly higher than for houses 
thus far in the year.

July transfers, cont’d. from p. 20 

Police horses, photographed 

Last year, reader Doug Hamilton photographed two police officers on horseback and kindly shar ed the image with us, with the Independent only 
catching a glimpse of horse leavings (October 20, p. 16). Well, this time – January 19 on Victoria – we captured three equestrian pairs at work. 

Photo: Independent.

334 Grosvenor on December 30.
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Permit approvals drop to 4 at Jan. 18 meeting as winter closes in 
The following 4 requests for demolition, 

exterior construction, alteration and reno-
vation were approved at the January 18 
meeting of the city council. There were no 
refusals. 

Approved 

355 Lansdowne: to replace windows and a 
door provided the door respects the orig-
inal design, with the same proportions 
of glazing, and that the proposed tran-
som above the door includes a central 
division as per the original; 

4350 St. Catherine: at Westmount High 
School, to proceed with a complete re-
covering of the main entrance which in-

cludes the repair of steps and replacing 
doors, hand railings and glass panels; 

566 Grosvenor: to replace a garage door 
facing the street provided it is made of 
solid wood (interior and exterior), as per 
table 4.2.2 of the Guidelines for Renovating 
and Building in Westmount, since it faces 
the street; 

54 Oakland: to replace dormer windows on 
the rear façade provided the proposed 
divisions are SDL (Simulated Divided 
Lites) with spacer bars in between the 
muntins within the thermal glass as per 
Guidelines for Renovating and Building in 
Westmount.

building permits M What’s permitted
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX 
Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST 
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario 

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation, 
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP) 

514 503-7719 
info@hkltax.com 

https://hkltax.com 
1434 Sainte-Catherine West 
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

Get a loan, 
raise money, or 
manage growth 
by letting experts 
develop your 
business plan, 

nancial 
forecast, and 
pitch deck. 
438-788-3651 
www.onpointbusinessplans.com

BUSINESS PLANS

New girl at The Study 

Grade 6 students at The Study welcomed a new student January 22, centre. Clockwise, starting 
from the left, are Addison Gillespie, April Chen, Mathilda Michel-Decker and Lela Papagiannis. 

Photo courtesy of The Study.

Police Report 

Shoplifter who punched guard 
faces armed robbery charge 
By Martin C. Barry 

A man who shoplifted food items from 
a Greene Ave. retailer faces a more serious 
armed robbery charge after punching a se-
curity guard who tried unsuccessfully to 
detain him until police arrived. 

Around 2:45 pm on January 21, the sus-
pect entered the store and was seen taking 
items from the shelves and placing some 
of them into a sportpack he was wearing 
on his back. 

After paying the cashier for just one of 
the items, and trying to leave with the 
others in the backpack, the suspect was 
 intercepted by the security guard, said 
 Station 12 community relations officer 
Adalbert Pimentel. 

“He gave some items back, but the se-
curity guard told him to wait for the police 
to come,” he said. “And that’s when there 
was a physical altercation. 

“When there’s shoplifting, it becomes 
an armed robbery when physical force is 
used,” added Pimentel. 

According to Pimentel, the suspect was 
described as being a white male, approxi-
mately 30 years of age, around six feet tall, 
with a slim build. He was wearing paint-
stained blue jeans and had brown hair 
shaved on each side of the head but tapered 
into a “mohawk” on top. 

Break-in on Greene 

Investigators at Station 12 have a good 
head-start to solving a break-in and robbery 
at a retail establishment also on Greene 
Ave., as images of three suspects were cap-
tured on nearby security cameras. 

“The investigators have a lot here to 
work with,” said Pimentel, noting the com-
bination of evidence from the cameras and 
from forensic analysis. 

On January 22 sometime between 7:55 
and 8:10 pm, police at the Stanton St. de-
tachment received a call from an alarm 
monitoring company notifying them that 
intrusion sensors had been triggered in 
several zones inside the store. 

When the police arrived, they were met 
by a guard sent by the security company, 
as well as the store manager. Traces of 
damage to the front door indicated there 
had been a break-in. According to Pimen-
tel, a crowbar appeared to have been used 
to force open a part of the door assembly 
that was made of wood. 

He said several items of merchandise 
were stolen by the suspects, who escaped 
through the same door they had used to 
get in. Specialists from the Montreal police 
department’s identification unit were sum-
moned to search for clues. 

After boot prints were found, the canine 
unit was also called in to try and track the 
direction taken by the suspects, although 
the trail eventually went cold, added 
 Pimentel.



Sibelle 

She brings out beautiful emotions, 
melting hearts with her dark brown eyes 
and soft velour ears, then sharing the body 
language that she is ready to be your best 
friend. 

Young Sibelle is a classic hound, a mid-
sized caramel-and-black shorthair, only 
three years old. At the Montreal SPCA ken-
nel, she is dreaming of a loving home and 
is in need of a family that understands 
sporting dogs. 

She is not a lazy daisy: she is a bonded 
companion on the sofa and on the leash. 
She is so bright and keen. It is a great sad-
ness that her personality and strengths are 
in waiting for an affectionate and  fun-
loving routine. 

Sibelle is very healthy, up to date with 
her inoculations, spayed and micro-
chipped. Her identification number is 
43894809 and you can refer to it when you 
visit the Montreal SPCA website at 
www.spca.com and fill out the adoption ap-
plication for Sibelle on the attached link. 
Once submitted, you will then be contacted 

within 24 hours for a telephone interview, 
followed by a visit by appointment at the 
SPCA. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Lovely Lucy 

A delightful doll, you will agree that she 
is a stunner! 

Lucy is a gorgeous light-grey domestic 
longhair, with huge green eyes and a deli-
cately sculpted nose. She is so affectionate 
and cuddly, a wonderful companion and 
friend to all members of a loving family. 

Lucy is available for adoption now from 
the Montreal SPCA cattery and we hope 
you will find a place in your heart for her. 
She is five years old, in perfect health, up 
to date with her inoculations, spayed and 
microchipped. 

Lucy’s identification number is 
44893414 and you can refer to it when you 
visit the Montreal SPCA website at 
www.spca.com and fill out the adoption ap-
plication for her on the attached link. Once 
submitted, you will then be contacted 

within 24 hours for a telephone interview, 
followed by a visit by appointment at the 
SPCA. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne
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Beating the blues 

“Raising spirits,” resident Virginia Elliott told the Independent, pictured here in Westmount Park January 22 with a snowman that she came across 
where the cannon used to be at Sherbrooke and Melville. Photo courtesy of V. Elliott.

Battista awarded 
Order of Canada 

Westmounter Dr. Renaldo Bat-
tista was made a member of the 
Order of Canada December 16. 

According to the governor gen-
eral’s website explaining the honour, 
he “is a pioneer in health technology 
assessment. 

He distinguished himself as a 
professor at McGill University and 
the University of Montreal, then later 
as scientific director of the Fonds de 
recherche du Québec-Santé. 

Having worn a number of hats 
over the course of his career, includ-
ing holding the Canada Research 
Chair in health technology assess-
ment, he has been instrumental in 
revitalizing provincial and national 
health services. 

As an advisor, he has shared his 
talents with other countries, helping 
to raise Canada’s international pro-
file.”

Classifieds in the 
Independent 

Why list your goods (or services) on 
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-

replying websites when you can list 
(and sell) locally? 

Buy a classified in the 
Westmount Independent at: 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Snow & Yard Work Available 

Snow shoveling (no driveway), Gardening, Weeding, Trimming, Adding 
Mulch, Yard Cleaning, and Raking Leaves. Contact Vince at 514-294-5562.

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler
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Nimi Nanji-Simard 

Mask, scarves & design in a time of COVID 

Westmounters are managing to somehow 
find creativity during this persistent moment. 
Nimi Nanji-Simard is doing just that. 

How long have you been designing 
scarves? 

This month I am celebrating the start 
of my fifth year of designing. I am not a 
trained designer but I have had a huge 
passion for silk scarves since my early 20s. 

To whom do you sell? 
I have three different sales streams. One 

is online, directly to the customer. 
The second is designing bespoke items 

for corporations/organizations and, finally, 
supplying employee rewards and recogni-
tion gifts to different companies and or-
ganizations. 

What charities? 
The premise of my business from Day 

One has been that I will donate 30 percent 
of all my online sales. The charities are 
chosen by the customer. This year, I do-
nated to Chez Doris and another women’s 
shelter in Ontario. 

I have collaborated with local and global 
charities such as UNHCR and UNICEF as 
well as Le Chainon, Heart & Stroke Foun-
dation, True Patriot Love and, most re-
cently, Kids Help Phone. 

My designs fall under one of my four 
pillars: mental health, the environment, 
global displacement and community. This 
is what differentiates my line of scarves 
from any other brand. 

How are you managing this lockdown? 
Surprisingly, 2020 was a very good year 

for me. I think people were looking for 
feel-good and meaningful luxury gifts for 
themselves and loved ones. I pivoted to 
making silk masks of the same quality as 
my scarves and they continue to sell very 
well. 

Has it affected your daily way 
of dressing? 

Not much. Since my studio has always 
been home based, I have always main-

tained one discipline – no track pants at 
my desk, crisp shirt, a scarf and I must al-
ways wear lipstick!Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am 

to be considered for publication the 
following week. 

email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com



Foodie favourites at Franquette 

Not only do articles in such illustrious 
publications as The New York Times attest 
to Montreal’s global reputation as a 
 “foodie” city, but locals know it too. With 
many neighbourhood hot spots enjoying 
rave reviews (even though limited to take-
out), Westmount’s latest arrival is also 
 garnering praise. 

Bistrot La Franquette, on busy Victoria 
Ave., has three passionate owners. Renée 
Deschenes, Louie Deligianis and Blake 
Hickerson hail from working with the 
city’s best: Joe Beef, Pastel and Le Fantôme. 

The team is joined by Tiffany Golarz 
and Olivier (“Ollie”) Arsenault. Ceding to 
the constant COVID presence, Franquette 
offers a quick take-out service as well as 
preparing pick-up orders from its website. 
Outside, a charming European-style board 
lists the innovative menu in hand-written 
chalk. The inventive dishes include a lunch 
menu of a quince, watercress and hazelnut 
salad, which I paired with a house baguette 
of jambon, gruyere and Dijon mustard – 
a particularly Proustian Parisian memory 

for me! 
Speaking of baguettes, all their bread is 

made daily by Hickerson from a “75-year 
old sourdough starter,” explains Renée. 
“And our home-made pasta is hand-rolled.” 

Dinner orders (either pick up or via 
Door Dash) include such interesting pair-
ings as venison pie with pear chutney. 
Franquette also acts as a mini-shop featur-
ing organic and bio-dynamic wines, local 
maple syrup, and house Franquette grape 
jelly. (“We sold out of the quince.”) 

Stacked along a large window sill, a 
 bucolic cornucopia of wooden crates spill 
over with organically grown pears, apples 

and veg. The sought-after pasta brand 
Benedetto is also available, artfully placed 
in wicker baskets whose country vibe is 
echoed by vases of dried lavender. 

Franquette opened in late November, 
“ready for the holidays with sit-down space 
for 45 diners.” However, like many West-
mount eateries, word-of-mouth and social 
media are driving awareness, and Fran-
quette’s online lunch and dinner orders are 
increasing daily. After my pop-in take-out 
lunch, I can understand why. 
Franquettemtl.com 
374 Victoria Ave. 
Open Tuesday-Saturday, 11 am to 8 pm
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lenge,” residents are being asked to involve 
themselves in outdoor activities and take 
photos of themselves making snowmen, 
skating on the refrigerated and other out-
door rinks, tobogganing and even posing 
in front of windows at municipal buildings 
posting pictures of Frosty, the carnival’s 
mascot, he said. 

Then they are invited to post their pho-
tos and videos on the city’s social media 
platforms or send them to the city’s web-
site at recreation@westmount.org. 

Saturday movies 

The carnival program includes an on-
line “Movie Night at Home.” This features 
a showing of Terra Willy Unknown Planet 
and Terra Willy Unexplored Planet though 
the films will be available for viewing 
throughout the day on Saturday, February 
6 from 12 noon to 11:30 pm. 

This event, to be presented by the city’s 
Community Events department, is open to 
all but an access code or password is 
required. This can be obtained by  pre-
registering through the city’s website or 
Eventbrite.ca.

Carnival, cont’d. from p. 1  

Retail Review 

Veronica Redgrave

Blake Hickerson, Renée Deschenes and Ollie Arsenault.
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IT’S NOT JUST WHERE YOU’RE GOING, 
IT’S HOW YOU GET THERE

ANOTHER JUST SOLD! 
3035 The Boulevard, Westmount Adj. 

TESTIMONIAL

Brian’s approach was custom-tailored to our 
needs and priorities, and his understanding 

of the Montreal housing market gave us 

ANOTHER JUST SOLD! SOLD!
26 Holton Av., Westmount

ANOTHER JUST SOLD! 
3007 av. Barat, Westmount Adj. 

SOLD!

Brian Dutch  
Real Estate Broker & Advisor · Private Office

BRIAN DUTCH


