
Seen here on January 28 in the Westmount Metro store are, from left, retiring employee Raymond 
Genier, store owner Fiorello Vellucci and retiring employee Sandro Patulli.
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Outside activities, library to benefit 
from loosening of COVID rules 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Residents using outside rinks will now 
be able to hold “group” activities not re-
stricted to family, as long as they are li-
mited to four people, according to city di-
rector general Benoit Hurtubise. The lift-
ing of this restriction was announced by 
the province February 2. 

In a more major loosening, the West-
mount Public Library will likely allow 
members to access the collection, but not 

to “hang out,” he said. 
The curbside service will also continue, 

according to library director Julie-Anne 
Cardella. 

This will be a very limited opening due 
to the safety concerns, but details were still 
unknown, “so we don’t have a plan yet,” 
Hurtubise said. The opening of a student 
reading room that had been targetted for 
February 8 was still awaiting the required 
Plexiglas as of last week (see January 26, 
p. 5).
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By Martin C. Barry 

Two long-time employees at Metro 
Westmount, who have accumulated more 
than 90 years service between them, plan 
to do a bit of travelling and spend more 
time with loved ones after officially starting 
retirement later this month. 

Raymond Genier, 62, and Sandro Pa-
tulli, 67, have worked at the Victoria Ave. 
supermarket since the days when it was 
part of the now defunct Steinberg’s chain, 
which went out of business in the early 
1990s. Their last days on the job will be on 
February 20 and 21. 

Patulli, the longer-serving of the two, 
first worked at another Steinberg’s store 
beginning in 1969, but joined the staff at 
the Victoria Ave. location in 1971. 

Patulli remembers seeing Steinberg’s 
CEO Sam Steinberg, who was known for 
his attentive oversight of operations, mak-
ing the rounds at least once at the other 
store. 

Genier began working at the West-
mount store in 1979. He was with Stein-
berg’s for around 13 years before the outlet 
was taken over by the Metro chain in 1992. 
He managed several departments, includ-
ing the delicatessen meats section. He also 
saw the store undergo three major renova-
tions. 

Over the years, Patulli and Genier got 
to know many customers, and came to re-
gard them as friends with whom they 
would sometimes chat. “The customers 
here can be demanding, 
but they are very friendly continued on p. 14

50+ years for Patulli! 

Retirees Raymond & Sandro will 
be missed at Metro grocery store
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Westmount joins call for ‘respectful democracy’ 

Intimidation practices condemned 
against those elected 
By Laureen Sweeney 

With less than nine months remaining 
until municipal elections in Quebec, West-
mount city council joined other munici-
palities in adopting a resolution February 
1 that condemns acts of intimidation 
against elected officials and calls for a com-
mitment to “respectful democracy.” 

This underlines Westmount’s support 
for a campaign launched last month by the 
Union of Quebec Municipalities (UMQ) 
against aggressive statements and “the po-
larization of public opinion against elec-
tion officials.” 

This was described as “a phenomenon 
that has escalated since the beginning of 
the COVID-19 crisis last year” in which 
threats and verbal abuse against elected 
municipal officials “have no place in a 
democracy and do not promote the public’s 
trust and recognition of its democratic in-
stitutions.” 

After the lengthy resolution presented 
by Councillor Jeff Shamie, Mayor Christina 
Smith spoke about how it was “normal” to 
disagree with elected officials but in a re-
spectful democratic debate. 

She deplored the risk in which democ-
racy can get “whittled away” by social 
media, in particular, and feared that some-
times this verbal abuse might deter candi-
dates from running for election which “is 
a privilege of a lifetime.” 

As an example, she spoke of the impor-
tance when citizens write to elected offi-
cials to do so the way one might speak to 
family members or colleagues. 

Since the proliferation of emails and so-
cial media over the past several years, and 
especially more recently since the emerg-
ence of the pandemic, city officials have re-
ported increasing changes in tenor com-
pared to how people would interact in com-
municating in person.

City honours Shaar guard for ‘heroic actions’ 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A security guard who apprehended a sus-
pect spray painting anti-Semitic slogans on 
the doors of the Shaar Hashomayim syna-
gogue January 13 was recognized by city 
council February 1 for his “heroic action.” 

When apprehended, the suspect was 
also reported to have a canister of “unspec-
ified fuel.” 

Alex Kuczma, who has worked at the 
Shaar since 1991, was described as noticing 
the defacing of the building in process and 
“quickly intervened to confront the per -
petrator and detained him until police ar-
rived,” according to the resolution pres-
ented by Councillor Anitra Bostock. 

Kuczma’s “immediate actions prevent -

ed further damage to the synagogue and/
or harm to the people inside and the com-
munity” in his response through a “a sense 
of duty and love for the community he 
 protects,” Bostock said. 

For this, “the city expresses sincere 
gratitude for his service to the broader 
community in protecting against  hate-
inspired destruction.” 

“We stand with the Shaar in speaking 
out against this kind of hatred which has 
no place in the municipality, province or 
country,” stated Mayor Christina Smith. She 
noted he was a familiar face and smile to 
anyone who walks in the neighbourhood. 

Council members had also spoken out 
on the incident at the January 18 council 
meeting (see story January 26, p. 5).
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Trailblazing individual virtual meetings 

Cllr. Peart launches face-to-face 
‘office hours on Zoom’ 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Looking for a way to interact with resi-
dents face to face during ongoing pan-
demic restrictions, city councillor Conrad 
Peart is trailblazing virtual office appoint-
ments for eight consecutive Thursdays, he 
announced at the council meeting Febru-
ary 1. 

“I’m trying something a little bit differ-
ent because of COVID restrictions on op-
portunities to meet in person,” he said. 
Residents of his District 4 constituency 
(Sherbrooke to Côte St. Antoine, border/
Claremont to Mount Stephen), as well as 
any others with questions relating to his 
role as urban planning commissioner for 
permits and architecture, will be able to 
sign up for individual appointments on 
Zoom during the 4 to 5 pm timeframe. 

“It’s a great initiative,” said Mayor Chris-
tina Smith. “I think you’ll have lots of 
others of us wanting to do the same. You 
go first.” 

The plan for the virtual meetings “ger-
minated simply from a desire to open a 
new communication channel for residents,” 
Peart told the Independent last week. “The 
idea is to offer a virtual ‘drop-in’ option 
with the intent to recapture some of the 
face-to-face time lost during the pandemic.” 

The closure of city hall to the public, 
the holding of council meetings online, 
cancellation of social and recreational 
events and even a lack of casual on-street 
interactions have introduced new chal-
lenges, he explained. “The impact of these 
changes to our collective experience has 
been extensive, to say the least.” 

How to book appointments 

While his first meeting was scheduled 
for last Thursday, February 4, residents 
can book a virtual meeting for the next 
seven weekly sessions on the city’s website 
under Council/Peart/book a virtual meet-
ing. 

Residents will be placed in the Zoom 
waiting room and meetings are to be held 
individually. 

“As I have no idea how it will be used, 
it is deliberately unstructured at the outset 
– with no predetermined format,” Peart 
explained. “I imagine a one-on-one chat 
with a resident, with a virtual waiting 
room and everyone aware that the time 
window is loosely fixed. 

“I anticipate that some adjustments 
may be needed as the experiment prog-
resses organically. As with many things 
during the pandemic, we will adapt and 
figure it out as we go. I’m looking forward 
to getting some more face time with our 
residents, even if just virtually.”
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655 Murray Hill 
Superb family home, steps to schools and Murray 

Park. Elegant residence offering both modern living 
and original architectural details. Move-in condition. 

Country living in the city. 
$2,299,000

RE/MAX ACTION Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave, 
Westmount H3Z 2A4 
514-933-6781 
fax 514-313-5362

5402 Monkland 
Completely renovated lower duplex and basement. 

2+ bedrooms, chef’s kitchen, fully equipped. 
All redone and super bright!! Parking. Only 113 steps 

to metro Villa Maria. Quick occupancy possible. 
$848,000
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$650,000 | MLS 25954635

SOLD

Licensed Real Estate Broker – Montreal & Miami 
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MIAMI & MONTREAL 
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514-238-2828 

• Ft. Lauderdale • Hallandale • Sunny Isles • Bal Harbour • Surfside • Miami Beach 

Experience, integrity & results for over 25 years

305-733-3024
Councillor Conrad Peart on April 1, 2019, intro -
ducing a resolution at a public, in-person city 
council meeting in pre-COVID times.
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A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

By-laws not always ‘easy to understand’ 

McCallum seeks way to discuss urban planning permits 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Is there an organized mechanism for 
residents to review and discuss their build-
ing projects with the city? 

The question was asked at the February 
1 virtual council meeting by a resident of a 
heritage-rated Category I house on St. Ca-
therine. The house is part of a group 
known as the railway cottages that have 
been preserved on properties adjacent to 
the historic Westmount railway station at 
the foot of Victoria. 

Leaky roof 

“We currently have a very leaky roof that 
needs to be replaced,” explained Elizabeth 
McCallum in her submitted question. She 
wrote that she had had challenges trying 
to find out what materials would be accept-
able, including those required to build an 
environmentally acceptable “white” roof to 
reflect the heat. 

She said she had been told to refer to 
the city’s by-laws, which she later told the 
Independent were not always easy to under-
stand and did not provide answers to spe-
cific questions. 

Councillor Conrad Peart, urban plan-

ning commissioner for permits and archi-
tecture, replied at the meeting that he did 
not know details of this project but would 
“get back to you and walk you through the 
process.” 

According to McCallum, the house has 
a metal roof “on a bit of a slope.” 

Needed more information 

But in applying for a permit, she had 
been told the slope was a little too steep for 
the types of materials to be used to accom-
modate a white roof, despite recommen-
dations from two contractors. That, she 
said, led to her need for more information 
but emails from Urban Planning essen-
tially referred her to by-laws for the in-
formation she sought. 

“I wanted more precise information to 
be sure I understood,” she said. “There 
seems to be no opportunity for discussion 
other than put in your application and 
‘we’ll review it.’ 

“Whether it’s a front door or a roof, 
there seems to be no dialogue and no 
forum for obtaining additional informa-
tion.” 

In this respect, McCallum said she wel-
comed Councillor Peart’s announcement 

to hold Zoom meetings with residents (see 
separate story p. 3). 

A good example of her need for more 
information, she said, is the time that was 
lost in obtaining answers she sought. With 
rejection of the permit in September, it was 
too late in the year to replace the roof and 
she had to repair the damaged ceiling with 
drywall to get through the winter. 

Regularly meets with residents 

Peart later told the Independent that 
Urban Planning “regularly meets with resi-
dents and their mandated professionals to 
discuss their projects. Ordinarily, these 
meetings would take place in person, but 
are now mostly conducted over the phone 
or via teleconference [because of the pan-
demic closures].” 

In Article 3.2.3, of the city’s building 
guidelines, he explained, “the city advo-
cates for cool roof design and sourcing for 
flat roofs. However, in the resident’s case, 
the roof appears to be sloped. As such, as 
per our by-laws, it would require a permit 
for any proposed change of materials. Our 
Urban Planning department will be able 
to accompany and advise the resident 
through the process.”
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$ 1,995,000

MONTREAL I  PL. UPPER-TRAFALGAR

$2,099,000

WESTMOUNT I  CH. CÔTE-ST-ANTOINE

$1,985,000

WESTMOUNT I  AV. LANSDOWNE

$ 3,700,000

MONT ROYAL I  CH. SUNSET

$2,290,000

WESTMOUNT I  AV. UPPER-BELMONT

$1,935,000

MONTREAL I  AV. HOLTON

$ 3,295,000

WESTMOUNT I  CH. CÔTE-ST-ANTOINE

$2,150,000

MONTREAL I  AV. SUMMERHILL

$1,875,000

WESTMOUNT I  AV. LANSDOWNE

THINKING OF SELLING?
NOW IS THE TIME TO LIST!  PRICES ARE UP & INVENTORY IS LOW!  
CALL US FOR A PROFESSIONAL & CONFIDENTIAL MARKET ANALYSIS 
OF YOUR HOME. 

YOU CAN REACH US AT 514.934.2480 OR BY EMAIL INFO@CHRISTINAMILLER.CA

Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency

326 Victoria Avenue, Westmount, Quebec H3Z 2M8326 Victoria Avenue, Westmount, Quebec H3Z 2M8

NEW
LISTING

FEATURED
LISTING
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Now more than ever, 
simple gestures are 
our best protection 
to fight the virus.

 Maintain physical distancing

 Wear a mask

 Wash your hands regularly

 Avoid travel to other regions 
 and non-essential trips

 Get tested promptly if you 
 have symptoms

 Follow self-isolation guidelines

Québec.ca/coronavirus

 1 877 644-4545

Let’s continue to protect ourselves properly.
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

LEARN AT YOUR OWN PACE
IN YOUR OWN HOME

CARPET/RUG 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

ORIENTAL RUGS: 
NEW AND ANTIQUE 

hand wash and repairs 

g COVID CLEAN h 
ALL CARPETS 

AND FURNITURE 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35 YEARS!

WE ARE OPEN 
in person OR curbside pick-up OR delivery 

Free shipping* • free returns 

1325 Greene Avenue 
info@myshoeshop.ca

* Some restrictions apply

514-939-0363

▲ The Greene underpass lights below the CP 
Rail line (foreground) and autoroute 
(background) on the evening of February 6. 

Photo: Independent. 

Temporary lighting has been installed 
in the Greene Ave. underpass under the 
railway tracks, Councillor Kathleen Kez 
told the city council meeting February 1. 
“It’s been dark in the overpass so it will be 
safer for residents walking down Greene 
Ave.,” she said.

Greene Avenue tunnel: Let there be light!

Police Report 

Video could help ID de Maisonneuve/
Elm burglary suspect 
By Martin C. Barry 

Police investigators at Station 12 have a 
good head start towards identifying the 
perpetrator of a recent break-in and bur-
glary at a home near the corner of de Mai-
sonneuve Blvd. and Elm Ave. thanks to se-
curity cameras that captured multiple 
images of the suspect inside and outside 
the property. 

A call was received at the Stanton St. de-
tachment around 1:15 pm on January 30 re-
garding a burglar alarm that had been trig-
gered by an intrusion into the dwelling. 

Movement detectors set off at the same 
time indicated there was movement in the 
living room. On arriving, the police officers 
saw that the glass in a kitchen window had 
been shattered and a nearby door may also 
have been broken. 

According to Station 12 community re-
lations officer Adalbert Pimentel, the sus-
pect entered through the window, and then 

proceeded to the second floor where he 
stole a number of personal items, includ-
ing a handbag. 

In another room, a laptop computer was 
taken, along with some additional items 
that included identification and credit 
cards. Before leaving, the suspect stole a 
set of keys, including keys to the house and 
for a car. 

According to video images recorded by 
security cameras placed inside the house, 
the suspect left through the front door. 
Cameras placed outside recorded him 
walking north towards Sherbrooke St. 

Based on a description of what was seen 
of the suspect on camera, he had a slim 
build, was wearing a pad ded parka with a 
hood, jogging pants, black boots, a face 
covering and he was right-handed. As the 
cameras also had an audio capture feature, 
the suspect was heard at one point speak-
ing with a notable accent. 

Pimentel said the dwell- continued on p. 17
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Update the building 
by-laws please 

At the February 1 council meeting, a 
resident owning a Category 1 heritage 
house described her difficulty interpreting 
city by-laws as to what she is or is not per-
mitted to do when replacing her roof. She 
is determined to use new “environmentally 
conscious materials,” but was unable to 
find any “clear or definite answer” and 
needed assistance. 

At the same council meeting, we were 
informed that current restrictions on res-
taurants are to be lifted, not because of in-
creased demand from potential restaur-
anteurs (there likely is none), but because, 
as Mayor Smith simply explained, zoning 
“is not something that can stand still in 
time.” Yet our city guidelines covering all 
areas of renovation have not been signifi-
cantly updated. They need to reflect mod-
ern technology by incorporating new en-
gineered materials that offer a superior en-
vironmental footprint. 

Ironically, Mayor Smith applauded the 
resident for looking at “green initiatives.” 
Modernizing our renovation guidelines to 
reduce our city’s environmental footprint 
would be a superb accomplishment for any 
city administration. Yet successive councils 
have taken little action despite many prom-
ises over the years. 

I recognize that this is not a trivial task. 
It is fraught with differing opinions among 
our residents on what is in the best interest 
of Westmount as well as our world com-
munity. But the fact that this is challenging 

is not a valid excuse for inaction. We can’t 
wait any longer. Our environment is critical 
to our well-being and those of the gener-
ations to come. 

Council, show leadership. Get it done. 
Denis Biro, Burton Ave. 

Shouldn’t we reach 
everyone in emergencies? 

On February 2, we received a call at our 
home from Jennifer Maccarone, the [prov-
incial] member for Westmount-St. Louis, 
with a warm message “checking in” on us 
and advising to reach out if we needed any-
thing during these difficult times. 

I am bilingual, support the French lan-
guage, yet was surprised there was not 
even a brief version in English, at the least 
advising of the phone number to call if any-
thing were needed, especially as these are 
very difficult times. One, there are still 
some older people in our community who 
perhaps growing up would not have had 
the same opportunities to learn French and 
might need and want to reach out, and sec-
ond, for “emergency” situations, shouldn’t 
we be trying to reach everyone? 

Did I miss that Westmount is a unilin-
gual community? 

Rona E. Davis, Upper Belmont Ave. 

Train station should be 
an exhibition space 

Now that a contract has been awarded 

to restore the heritage conservatory (Janu-
ary 19, p. 1), perhaps it’s time for council 
to turn its attention to the fate of a severely 
neglected heritage building in our midst – 
the Westmount train station at the foot of 
Victoria Ave. It was designated by the gov-
ernment of Canada as a heritage railway 
station in 1994 for its architecture and its 
historical importance. Constructed in 1907, 
it provided access to reliable commuter 
transportation that played the most signifi-
cant role in Westmount’s rapid develop-
ment at the beginning of the 20th century. 

Inspired by Frank Lloyd Wright’s brand 
of Prairie Style architecture, it was de-
signed by the CPR’s chief architect, W. S. 
Painter, and embodied a prime example of 
the Arts and Crafts movement prevalent 
in America at the time. It has typical broad 
horizontal lines with a hipped roof and 
deep overhanging eaves supported by 
carved brackets and framed by two large 
square turrets, while the large windows 
were to provide an airy, light-filled interior 
to encourage interaction with the outdoors. 
Additions in 1923 and 1927 altered the orig-
inal symmetry but respected the general 
character of the building. 

Protecting, restoring or reconstructing 
and preserving the city’s heritage buildings 
should be a concern, which should desig-
nate an adequate budget to undertake such 
endeavours. The Westmount train station 
should not be allowed to deteriorate to the 
point of collapse. And if so, then what? Sell 
the land to some developer? 

Ideas for its adaptive reuse have floated 
around for years but nothing was ever 
deemed appropriate. The significance of 
this little architectural gem should be used 
to expand social and cultural awareness as 
well as to communicate knowledge of our 
community’s history. However, certain 
guidelines have to be followed to maintain 
the integrity of the building and to not alter 
its historic character. 

Personally, I envision it as an exhibition 
space, mainly as an extension of the West-
mount Public Library to display archived 
material such as its extensive postcard col-
lection that is currently hidden from the 
public. The Westmount Historical Associ-
ation could also share the space to exhibit 
its plethora of interesting archived docu-
ments, photographs and memorabilia that 
rarely, if ever, see the light of day. This 
could be augmented by private Westmount 
collectors who surely would welcome the 
idea to exhibit their own caches of histori-
cal photographs, memorabilia, drawings, 
etchings, etc. Even a collection of snuff 
bottles or antique plates could create a 
thought-provoking exhibition. 

Once the interior space is reconstruct -

ed, the furnishings required are display 
cases, either wall hung or tables. There 
may be some old wall cases available that 
displayed train schedules just waiting to 
be re-used. As for seating, a few of the orig-
inal old benches from the waiting room 
could be put into service again. Notwith-
standing, it’s high time for the city to open 
a serious public consultation to arrive at a 
viable solution for this grand old lady be-
fore its too late. Urban pride, the historic 
charm and concern for our environment, 
as well as community interaction, are what 
makes Westmount such a great place to live. 

Andrea Klein, Kensington Ave. 
Westmount Park 
works well as is 

I am writing my first-ever letter to the 
editor because I have serious concerns 
about the council’s Westmount Park pro-
ject and I think it is important that the pub-
lic be alerted to the planned changes and 
their likely effect. 

I have lived on the park for more than 
40 years. My children grew up playing in 
the park, I walk through it every day and it 
is one of the great pleasures of my life. I 
think we all agree that it is an essential part 
of the Westmount community, remarkably 
well designed and ideally set up to fulfill 
the needs of all of its users. While there is 
always a need for repairs and maintenance, 
and, from time to time, upgrades or 
changes to meet a specific need (e.g. splash 
pad, dog run, skating rink, new equipment 
for playground), there is no need for a 
make-over. 

The details of the various items pro-
posed as part of the “renovation” project 
have not been well publicized or made 
readily accessible. The plan, as itemized in 
the survey on the city website (now closed), 
appears to be a budget in search of a pro-
ject, not a project in search of a budget. It 
is not a response to the needs or desires of 
the users of the park, but only an outside 
consultant’s “vision” for changes to a facil-
ity that is not in need of change. 

Not only are most of the changes un-
necessary and a waste of money, but there 
is no way they can be implemented with-
out depriving the community of the use of 
the park over an extended period of time, 
likely years. This would be objectionable 
at any time, but particularly now. 

Furthermore, in my opinion, the pro-
posed changes are not improvements, in 
most cases quite the opposite. Their effect 
would be to make the park feel more 
crowded and busy, diminishing one of the 
most remarkable qualities of its design, 
which provides a feeling of both space and 
intimacy in spite of the number of features 
and functions offered in a modest area. 

Due to the unusual circumstances of 
the past year and the li-
mited availability of perti-
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issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 
Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you do 
not live in Westmount), but not your address (unless you want it published). 

14,500+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions 
(13,500+ in COVID times due to closed municipal buildings) 

Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 
Owned and published by: 

Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9 continued on p. 9
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nent information, the majority of the popu-
lation is unaware of what is proposed. 
People assumed that “renovation” meant 
work to maintain the park and repair and 
upgrade infrastructure. It is only in the last 
few months we have become more aware 
of the major changes planned. Reactions 
once people have been informed have been 
very negative and I have not yet spoken to 
anyone who is in favour of the project as 
described. 

The council does not have a mandate to 
go ahead with a project of this magnitude 
and impact, affecting a heritage park, with-
out the support of the residents of West-
mount based on a full and complete under-
standing of what is proposed. This is cur-
rently lacking and further steps must be 
taken to inform and consult the population 
and plans must be adjusted in response to 
such consultation. Nothing should be done 
until after the next election. 

The general objections expressed above 
apply to all of my comments below on spe-
cific proposals. 

Widening, relocating and adding paths: 
reduces green area, threatens existing 
plantings, particularly mature trees, will 
make the park appear smaller and more 
crowded 

Straight line path across the park: The 
existing path is straight enough and should 

not be reconfigured or replaced. The only 
issue is that water collects from time to 
time in several places (particularly in times 
of thaw), surely this problem can be ad-
dressed as such. If a second path is added, 
the proposed location south of the bike 
path may be the best option, but there will 
be a negative effect on the playing fields to 
the south. 

Moving splash pad and addition of foun-
tain: splash pad is best left where it is, there 
is no need for a fountain, reduction in us-
able space, possibly reduced area for splash 
pad. 

Aerial bridge over play ground: unnecess-
ary, obtrusive, unattractive and pos sibly 
hazardous. 

Construction of new “twig” bridge: un-
necessary if the water feature remains as is. 

Enlarging and moving gazebo and activ-
ities to the center of the park: Obtrusive, un-
necessary, poor use of space. How will 
gazebo affect the skating rink? Other ac-
tivities? Playing fields are a more appropri-
ate venue for most special activities. 

On the positive side, I think the plan to 
make a wildflower garden on the arena 
roof is a good idea. 

I know that I speak for many friends 
and neighbours to whom the park is very 
important and I urge the council to recon-
sider this ill-advised project. 

Carol Holland, Melville Ave.

Letters, cont’d. from p. 8  

CONDO WITH PRIVATE GARDEN! 
2 BR, 2 Bath. Private Garden! Garage. Ideal location, 

steps to Victoria Village shops & MUHC hospital. $549,000

DETACHED GEORGIAN BEAUTY 
Completely renovated with quality & taste! Architectural details, 

Gourmet Kitchen, Large Roof Terrace, Rare 2 Car Garage! $1,750,000

SOLDSOLD

STUNNING ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECE  
Majestic property meticulously renovated for today’s luxury living. Impeccably landscaped, 32' Grand Entrance Hall, 14' 
Ceilings, Double Living Rooms, 4 Fireplaces. Spectacular Chandeliers, 6 Bedrooms, 6 Ensuite Bathrooms. $3,800,000 

NEW PRICE
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WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Claremont/de Mais. seniors’ home wanted to move median, idle trucks 

City says ‘yes’ to eastbound St. Catherine trucks – ‘no’ to westbound ones 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city is insisting that trucks involved 
in the construction work of the Groupe 
Maurice seniors’ residence at de Maison-
neuve and Claremont in NDG use only the 
eastbound, south side of St. Catherine St. 
and turn south/right on Glen Rd. to exit 
Westmount. 

This was reported in regular updates at 
the February 1 virtual council meeting by 
District 5 councillor Marina Brzeski in de-
scribing the only route recently approved 
for the Groupe Maurice trucks by the city’s 
Transportation Advisory Committee 
(TAC), which she attends. 

As well, she told the Independent, the 
TAC had denied several previous requests 
for the trucks, including ones to wait 
and/or idle on St. Catherine or to use the 
westbound side of the street, which is 
north of a concrete barrier at that point. As 
a result, they now wait on St. Jacques. 

While the actual construction site of the 
10-storey project is on the NDG side of the 
border, the work trailers are on leased CP 
Rail property on St. Catherine that lies on 
the Westmount side and is within this 
city’s jurisdiction (see story January 12, p. 
7). 

“We’re expecting a privacy fence to be 
erected soon to reduce visual pollution” 
from the trailer site, Brzeski said. 

Not allowed on Victoria 

Elisa Gaetano, Westmount’s engineer-
ing director, told the Independent that she 
had not heard any reports suggesting some 
eastbound trucks had been seen turning 
left from St. Catherine to go north on Vic-
toria though “originally they had wanted 
to,” she said. “We don’t allow [through] 
trucks on Victoria for safety reasons be-
cause of the many pedestrians.” 

Instead, the use of St. Catherine and 
Glen Rd. to exit Westmount had been ap-

proved at the TAC meeting of January 19, 
she said. 

As well, the city has refused several 
other requests for the trucks, including one 
to remove the concrete Jersey barriers that 
divide the lanes on St. Catherine west of 
Victoria, which would facilitate truck pas-
sage. 

Brzeski said that under discussion now 
is a request for the trucks to use Sher-
brooke St. eastbound from Decarie to turn 
south onto St. Catherine (at the foot of 
Claremont) to enter the trailer site. 

Frequency to increase 

While the frequency of the construction 
trucks on St. Catherine is now (near the 
end of phase 1) up to seven an hour, this is 
expected to increase in the next phase of 
work, Brzeski said. She said residents of 
the area would be receiving a notice from 
Groupe Maurice in the coming days. These 
notices are going to be sent to an expanded 
number of Westmount residents affected 
by the construction project, she said.

Looking southeast from and at St. Catherine south of Claremont, with the entrance to the Groupe 
Maurice site off camera to the right; the entrance to the Vendôme tunnel site at right with one 
visible trailer; and the leased CP land, which is in Westmount, to the far left with its three trailers. 

Photos: Independent.

Looking west: the St. Catherine-near-York entrance to the principal Groupe Maurice site on February 5, showing the congestion on the far (east -
bound) side of the median. The truck at left is actually backing into the worksite of the de Maisonneuve/Vendome tunnel to the MUHC’s Glen 
Hospital, which lies between the two Groupe Maurice sites. The truck at right is exiting Groupe Maurice’s NDG worksite. 



Dr. Gilbert a ‘Top Woman of Influence’ 
Westmounter Dr. Lucy Gilbert has been 

named to the Top Women of Influence for 
2021, “a celebration of Canada’s most ac-
complished women role models,” accord-
ing to a press release from the McGill Uni-

versity Health Centre Foundation. 
“As director of the Division of Gyneco-

logic Oncology and the Women’s Health 
Research Unit at the McGill University 
Health Centre, Dr. Gilbert has discovered 

a test to detect ovarian and endometrial 
cancers early (DOvEE). Ovarian and en-
dometrial cancers are known as ‘the silent 
killer’ because they present no symptoms 
until they have spread to other parts of the 
body. By the time cancer is detected, it is 
difficult to treat and many women die from 
it. In fact, ovarian and endometrial cancers 
are the fourth most common cause of 
cancer deaths in women,” continued the 
release. 

The for-profit Women of Influence 
company offers “solutions for workplace 
gender equality and women’s advance-
ment, through our global events, digital 
media, signature awards and consulting,” 
a spokesperson told the Independent by 
email February 5. 

“Up until fall 2020, we did have a print 
Women of Influence magazine, however due 
to COVID, we have had to stop production 
for the time being.”

and loyal,” said Patulli. 
As for retirement, Patulli said, “First, 

I’m going to relax, get this COVID busi-
ness out of the way. Maybe travel a bit 
more. I’ll be a grandfather soon, so there’ll 
be lots of work behind the scenes.” 

Genier said that he, too, was looking for-
ward to some travel once he settled into re-
tirement. And he said he has a 9-year-old 
grandson he plans to spend more time 
with from now on. 

Nancy Bloomfield, a Westmount resi-
dent and Steinberg’s/Metro Westmount 
customer since 1985, said she always en-
joyed stopping to talk with Sandro and that 
she will miss him. “He’s kind and always 
had a good word, and was always so posi-
tive and nice to be around,” she said. 

Sandro the source 

“Over the years,” said Independent editor 
David Price, “Sandro has proposed various 
Metro-centred stories to me and written 
letters to the paper about issues of concern 
to the franchise, often to do with traffic flow 
– a quintessential Westmount topic. As a 
result, I got to know him and he has never 
failed to offer a very friendly ‘hello’ when I 
see him at the store – even in these depress-
ing COVID times that are especially chal-
lenging for food retailers. I have never seen 
him in a bad mood. Not once. Happy Re-
tirement to him and Raymond.” 

Fiorello Vellucci, who has been the 
Metro Westmount franchise owner for the 
past four years after taking over from Gra-

ham Fletcher, said he felt honoured to be 
in charge of a store that is able to retain 
employees for so long. 

“This is something to be very proud of, 
because nowadays you don’t see this hap-
pening very often,” he said, noting that 
when workers stay in a job for a great 
length of time it’s an almost unmistakable 
sign that they’re happy.

Metro, cont’d. from p. 1  
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Get a loan, 
raise money, or 
manage growth 
by letting experts 
develop your 
business plan, 

nancial 
forecast, and 
pitch deck. 
438-788-3651 
www.onpointbusinessplans.com

BUSINESS PLANS

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX 
Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST 
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario 

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation, 
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP) 

514 503-7719 
info@hkltax.com 

https://hkltax.com 
1434 Sainte-Catherine West 
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Snow & Yard Work Available 

Snow shoveling (no driveway), Gardening, Weeding, Trimming, Adding 
Mulch, Yard Cleaning, and Raking Leaves. Contact Vince at 514-294-5562. 

Caregiver Available 
Dependable, experienced Caregiver working in your home performing 
daily tasks, errands, meal preparation. Car, flexible, references. 514 924-
5954.

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Demolition Application 

The City of Westmount has received an application for a demolition permit, 1.
and for a preliminary program for the immovable located at 314-316 
Lansdowne Avenue; 

A public sitting of the Demolition Committee will take place on March 15, 2021 2.
at 6:30 p.m. and will be broadcast live on the City’s website: westmount.org/
demolition-committee 

The legal notice relating to the foregoing is available at: westmount.org/
en/resident-zone/legal-services-city-clerks-office/public-notices/

www.westmount.org

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Demolition Application 

The City of Westmount has received an application for a demolition permit, 1.
and for a preliminary program for the immovable located at 325 Melville 
Avenue. 

A public sitting of the Demolition Committee will take place on March 15, 2021 2.
at 6:30 p.m. and will be broadcast live on the City’s website: westmount.org/
demolition-committee 

The legal notice relating to the foregoing is available at: westmount.org/
en/resident-zone/legal-services-city-clerks-office/public-notices/

www.westmount.org



D’Amour needs love 

D’Amour is a striking black-and-white 
tabby who was taken in by the SPCA Mon-
térégie and is now staring at us with his 
precious green eyes in hope of connecting 
with a loving family to go home to. He has 
had no luck. He was surviving in a barn 
and thanks to the SPCA Montérégie 
shelter volunteers at its cattery is now ready 
for a permanent loving relationship. Yes, 
we all know it is the best life he will ever 
have to be a Westmount house cat. 

Mr. Barn Cat D’Amour is very healthy, 
about six years old, good with other cats, 
up to date with his treatments and inocu-
lations, and neutered. The SPCA Montéré-
gie is a no-kill shelter located at 178 chemin 
du Vide at St. Angèle de Monnoir, a beauti-
ful scenic location. D’Amour’s identifica-
tion number is 7960 and you can refer to 
the SPCA Montérégie’s website at 
www.spcamonteregie.com then to its Pet-
finder link where each profile is presented 
and the online form is available for direct 
emailing to the shelter. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Adorable Toby at one year of age 

Here is a delightful and cuddly young 
fellow, at that one-year mark when dogs 
are trained but still puppyish and playful. 

Toby is a stunning Lhasa apso type, so 
handsome with caramel-and-grey touches 
in his silky fur groomed to elegance and 
adorable pixie face. He is very social but 
shy around other dogs as he has not 

bonded with another. He is very healthy, 
up to date with his inoculations, neutered 
and microchipped. 

Please make arrangements for his adop-
tion from the Montreal SPCA kennel as 
soon as possible. He is a gem. His identi-
fication number is 46339342 and you can 
refer to it when you visit the Montreal 
SPCA website at www.spca.com and fill out 
the adoption application for Toby on the 
attached link. Once submitted, you will 
then be contacted within 24 hours for a 
telephone interview, followed by a visit by 
appointment at the SPCA. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne
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The finest 
retirement 
lifestyle is 

available at... 
Westmount’s 

Good living 
comes 

with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate 
comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs 

24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED SUITES at affordable rentals. 

4430 St. Catherine West 
514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com 

A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

RE/MAX Action Inc Agency – Westmount

ANNE-MARIE LARUE 
514-919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

EVI HO 
514-862-7718 

eviho@outlook.com

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
We welcome your calls !
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The perfect country getaway in Domaine du Lac Roger in Gore. 2010 construction 
with 3 bedrooms + office, large balcony, large & private land of 51359 sf. 

Lake view. Less than 1 hours from Montreal & 15 min. from St-Sauveur.→

Your Up North real estate expert! 
Working and living in the 

Laurentians for over 14 years! 
Contact me today for a FREE 
and no obligation evaluation.

Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS
Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com

Heward/Klunder and Sparrow: 
Counterpoint and contrast 

The McClure Gallery’s first exhibition 
of the year featured collaborative prints by 
Harold Klunder and the late John Heward. 
At Galerie de Bellefeuille, an online pres-
entation of Lucy Sparrow’s felt creations 
reveal a unique style and commentary. Use 
of counterpoint and contrast dominate 
these works and create interest. 

In tandem 

Entitled An Artistic Dialogue: John He-
ward and Harold Klunder, the exhibition – 

still online – contains a mix of small and 
large prints. Curated by master printmaker 
Paul Machnik, the exhibition features 
works created by the two artists at Mach-
nik’s Studio PM in 2008 and again in 2017-
18. Design elements representative of each 
artist’s individual style can be seen in the 
combined works. 

The large carborundum print “Echo (I)” 
from 2017-2018, features a central, hand-
drawn black circle within a colourful 
border of yellow, green and blue. The black 
circle – a common motif in Heward’s work 
– contains blue, purple and yellow el-
ements that combine to form a portrait – 
the subject of Klunder’s oeuvre. The result 
is a fresh aesthetic where each voice is in-
dependent yet interdependent within a 
lively and harmonious composition. 

A maze of bright colour creates design 
complexity – a Klunder 
signature – within the 
carborundum print 
“Catch and Hold (X)” 
from 2017-2018. Un-
printed white areas 
within the composition 
create a mosaic pattern 
and create dialogue be-
tween design elements. 
In the grey and black 
drypoint, “Two heads 
(IB)” 2008, two portraits 
below floating letter frag-
ments and ink spots also 
suggest dynamic com-
munication or con-
sciousness. 

“The series “Fragment 
(I – XII)” from 2020 – 
completed by Klunder 
after Heward’s death – 
contain word fragments 
from Heward’s 2005 un-
published manuscript. In 

Art Scene 

Heather Black

“My Japanese Boyfriend” by Lucy Sparrow.
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one print, the text “a wave sounds in silent 
waiting” is punctuated by black lines while 
red, yellow or blue shapes create colour 
harmony throughout the 
musical composition. Al-
though no longer dis-
played, the exhibition 
can be viewed online at 
the Visual Arts Centre 
website – McClure Gal-
lery section. 

Singular talent 
Lucy Sparrow recre-

ates food, flags and 
washing detergent in 
three-dimensional hand-
sewn felt creations. 
Painted with acrylics and 
presented within a Per-
spex frame, the effect is 
both photorealistic and 
tactile. A colourful col-
lection of sushi deli-
cacies is the subject of 
“My Japanese Boyfriend” 
from 2017 and illustrates 
the artist’s playful sense 
of humour. 

The American flag is 
the subject of “Oh Say 
Can You Sew” from 
2018. In this work the 
red stripe is formed by 

familiar red packaging including Coca-
Cola, Saran wrap and Colgate toothpaste. 
In another work, “Clean Me Up Scotty” 

from 2017, the powdered soap packaging 
– Surf, Tide, Punch, Fab and Cheer – line 
up as a colourful commentary on science 
and consumerism. Greene Ave.’s Galerie 
de Bellefeuille is the Canadian distributor 
of Sparrow’s original and interesting work. 

Experimental value 

The Heward and Klunder collaboration 
created works where the artists’ signature 

design elements combine to create a new 
and attractive aesthetic. In Sparrow’s three-
dimensional art, soft felt shapes both 
contrasts with and conveys a forceful com-
mentary. Like these artists, the galleries’ 
online art displays also communicate ex-
perimentation where change becomes an 
opportunity to re-think and re-create – a 
powerful message during pandemic clo-
sures.

“Catch and hold (X)” John Heward and Harold Klunder. 
Photo courtesy of Paul Litherland. 

ing’s owners were advised by the police to 
contact a credit agency such as Equifax or 
TransUnion to report their identification 
and credit cards had been stolen. They were 
also told to immediately change their door 
locks. 

Range Rover stolen 

A high-end Range Rover 4x4 that its 
owner left unattended for nearly a month 
in a private parking spot outside a home 
near the corner of Redfern Ave. and Sher-
brooke St. was reported to police as stolen 
on February 3. 

“The owner was out of the country,” Pi-
mentel explained regarding the owner’s ex-
tended absence, along with the lag in re-
porting the theft. He said the owner had 
been out of the country from December 23 
until January 18. 

There were no signs to suggest the ve-

hicle had been towed away, either by acci-
dent or by criminals, and there weren’t any 
shards of shattered window glass on the 
ground in the driveway, which would have 
been evidence of a forced entry.

Police report, cont’d. from p. 7  
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BEAUTY by NEALY 
We are open again! 

And following all 
protocols to create 

a safer environment. 
Please call Nealy to book 

your appointment. 

Bon courage • Be safe

NEALY BEAUTE elle & lui 
SINCE 1990

2040 Decarie (at de Maisonneuve) 514.482.9616 
www.esthetiquenealybeaute.com

Nealy Chea 

We use and sell:

Free Parking

You are in good hands

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

AESTHETIC MEDICINE 
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENTS 
(No medical referral required) 

Plan your visit today 

514 342.8346

Dr. John P. Rowen 
Phlebology 

Aesthetic medicine

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount 
www.xomed.ca  |  info@xomed.ca
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20,000 given out to date 

Friends of the MUHC’s ‘Helping Heart’ 
pillows offer post-surgical comfort 
By Martin C. Barry 

With Valentine’s Day just around the 
corner, many will find their spirits being 
lifted by the crimson red hearts and cupid 
cut-outs seen in storefronts or on cards and 
messages sent between loved ones and 
friends. 

However, for a particular group of pa-
tients in the seventh-floor cardiac unit at 
the Glen site of the McGill University 
Health Centre (MUHC), every day has 
been Valentine’s Day since 2001. That’s 
when Westmounter Barbara Brock took 
the initiative to start the Helping Heart Pil-
lows program. 

The 94-year-old de Maisonneuve Blvd. 
resident launched the program while she 
was a volunteer with the auxiliary at the 
Royal Victoria Hospital 20 years ago. 

At the time, she couldn’t help but notice 
how difficult and distressing the simplest 
of tasks seemed to be for patients who had 
just undergone surgery. 

“Some would hug a pillow or even a 
child’s toy against their chest just to be able 
to bear the discomfort of clearing their 
throat,” she said in an interview the Inde-
pendent. In some cases, some patients were 
also being given towels. “So that’s when I 
decided that maybe something permanent 
would be good.” 

After obtaining the advice and support 
of medical personnel at the MUHC, as well 
as a commitment from a Montreal-based 
supplier who made dog beds, Brock had 
her first heart-shaped pillows custom-
made to meet hospital safety standards. 

Over the past two decades, patients ar-
riving back in their rooms after surgery 
have found a heart pillow already nestled 
on their beds, along with some simple in-
structions on its use. 

From their hospital beds and as they 

grow stronger and more mobile, the pa-
tients use the heart pillow to ease move-
ments such as walking, sitting or lying in 
bed. Some have also used the pillow after 
leaving hospital, placing it under a seatbelt 
while driving a car to protect their ster-
num. 

The program, which is now sponsored 
by the Friends of the MUHC, has provided 
heart pillows to an estimated 20,000 pa-
tients to date. Among the first to receive a 
heart pillow during the program’s early 
years was former US president Bill Clinton 
in 2005. 

Clinton, who was president from 1993 
to 2001, had undergone a four-hour quad-
ruple bypass operation in 2004. Brock said 
that getting it to him was challenging be-

cause it involved dealing first with the US 
Secret Service. 

“As you might know, you just can’t send 
a pillow to a president without going 
through the proper channels,” she said. “I 
called the Secret Service in Washington 
and I explained.” She furnished the names 
of three references from the MUHC medi-
cal staff. 

After that stage was completed, the Se-
cret Service gave her specific instructions 
for boxing, wrapping and addressing the 
package with the heart pillow, with coded 
information to be written on the wrapping. 
She was rewarded with a letter of thanks 
from Clinton. Brock had it framed and it 
now hangs on a wall in her home where it 
is among her most treasured possessions.

Patients in the seventh-floor cardiac unit at the Glen site at the McGill University Health Centre 
have been comforted after surgery for the past 20 years by receiving a Helping Heart Pillow, one 
of which is seen here.
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8 more units available.
Contact us !
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GRIFFINTOWN • 950 NOTRE DAME O. #845DOWNTOWN • 1455 SHERBROOKE ST. W. #512

Tania Kalecheff Lydia Dufresne 
514.992.6413 514.712.1602 
B.ARCH. CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE BROKER 

tkalecheff@profusion.global ldufresne@profusion.global 

www.kalecheff.com 

Expertly providing answers and solutions 
to your real estate needs for over 30 years

OLD MONTREAL • 405 NOTRE DAME E.  #104

BEAUTIFUL 2 BDRM FACING PRIVATE GARDEN

1303 avenue Greene Suite 500, Westmount (Qc) H3Z 2A7
Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency  

BUYING OR SELLING? WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!
Our commitment to you: 
We will be there to assist you in your real estate needs, always with: 

• Honest and expert advice 
• Knowledge of the local market 
• Top-notch negotiating skills to attain your goals 
• Marketing tailored to your property 
• Being personally there for you from start to finish 
• The support of Profusion and Christie’s excellence in real estate

BEST LOCATION, SPACE, VIEWS, SECURITY UPPER FLOOR LOFT WITH BALCONY AND GARAGE

DOWNTOWN • JARDINS WINDSOR

IDEALLY LOCATED SUNNY 2 BDRM CONDOS, GARAGE

ST-HENRI

INDUSTRIAL LOFT IN QUIET BUILDING

CDN • 3625 RIDGEWOOD

SPACIOUS 1 BDRM, TERRACE, GARAGE

 $599,000$699,000

$399,000$1,750-$1,875/mo

NEW

NEW NEW

SOLD


