
Remembering COVID victims 

The city had its flags at half staff March 11, including these at the Westmount Public Library, to re -
member all those who have died of COVID in the last year. Both the country and province also 
used this one-year anniversary of the World Heath Organization declaring COVID a pandemic to 
com memorate the dead. See story, p. 3. Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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Waiting for pandemic guidelines, hiring staff 

City plans to provide last summer’s 
rec offerings – at least 
By Laureen Sweeney 

There are hopes the provincial govern-
ment’s restrictions on this summer’s sport-
ing activities will be less stringent than last 
summer, Sports and Recreation director 
Dave Lapointe said last week and the de-
partment is already planning ahead based 
on last year – at least. 

The hiring of pool lifeguards and staff 

for the youth day camps is under way, but 
“like last year, we’re putting everyone on 
hold” until the requirements are known. 

“We learned a lot from last year,” he 
said, “and hope that this summer we’ll be 
less limited in the numbers we can accom-
modate at the pool and at the camps,” and 
maybe even provide soccer and baseball, 
he suggested. 

The April 1 schedule 

Registration starts March 16 

Sports & Rec. opens up more 
Zoom programs for spring 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city’s Sports and Recreation depart-
ment is expanding its Zoom programs for 
spring registration, which starts online 
March 16. These will continue for the 
spring session, April and May, regardless 
of whatever loosening of COVID restric-
tions on team activities may be announced 
by the Quebec government, department of-
ficials said last week. 

At that time, however, general skating 
and Stick & Puck were the only “active” ac-
tivities being offered at the Westmount rec-
reation centre (WRC), on changing sched-
ules. 

“It’s not our typical 10-week spring pro-
gram,” explained department director Dave 
Lapointe, but even with any provincial gov-
ernment pandemic changes, “we’re provid-

ing some new Zoom programs for youth 
and bringing back others in all age 
groups.” 

Meanwhile, “we’re hoping we might be 
able to provide baseball and soccer” (see 
separate story, below). 

Among the new Zoom programs are 
four of the seven being offered for youth. 
These include creative writing for ages 10 
and over; Kids Boot Camp for all ages; 
soccer skills and drills for all ages; and one 
called “story time, sing-along and crafts” 
for those aged 6 to 9. 

The 13 programs offered to adults in-
clude belly dancing and tap dancing, which 
had been offered previously but not in the 
recent winter program. 

Four activities geared to seniors include 
fitness, gentle stretch and 
strengthen, gentle yoga continued on p. 16
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RE/MAX Action Inc Agency – Westmount

ANNE-MARIE LARUE 
514-919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

EVI HO 
514-862-7718 

eviho@outlook.com

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
We welcome your calls !

continued on p. 17
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Remembering victims of COVID 

City lowers flags in 
commemoration of year of turmoil 
By Laureen Sweeney 

After a year of roller-coaster pandemic 
closures, partial re-openings and on-and-
off restricted activities, Westmount joined 
municipalities across Canada in lowering 
all flags last Thursday, March 11. It was a 
national day of observance since it was on 
that day one year ago that COVID-19 was 
declared a world-wide epidemic by the 
World Health Organization (WHO). 

After a year that for many led to isolation, 
uncertainty, grief and a toll on frontline 
workers, the topsy-turvy impact continued 
to provide an unknown return to regular 
municipal activities, programs and meet-
ings. 

Starting with the closure to the public 
of municipal buildings on Friday March 

13, 2020, city officials were still left a year 
later grappling with the uncertainty whether 
or not some team sports such as soccer or 
even eventually hockey will be able to 
open this year (see separate stories, p. 1). 

“I want to thank our city employees for 
their diligence, professionalism and flexi-
bility,” Mayor Christina Smith said while 
pointing out their own family needs as 
they maintaining services, many of them 
in essential areas. 

In response to a need to be “active for 
mental well-being,” at this time, the city 
this week, March 16, presented a Zoom 
program with motivational speaker 
 Danièle Sauvageau (gold-medal winning 
Olympic coach of the Canadian women’s 
hockey team).
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sothebysrealty.ca

Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
REAL ESTATE BROKER

438.882.8088
slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca

susanlloydleduc.com

3 Westmount Square, Apt. 1312 - Spectacular 3-bedroom unit offering an unobstructed Western vista. An impeccable kitchen with high-
end stainless appliances and sleek modern styling against a backdrop of rich marble accents. Exceptional services & convenience are the 
hallmarks of this iconic Mies Van Der Rohe masterpiece of modern architecture with tremendous light & amazing views. MLS 11510434

$3,499,000

INTRODUCING
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In this photo from the Independent of March 17, 2020, motivational speaker Danièle Sauvageau, 
right, who led the Canadian women’s hockey team to its first-ever medal in 2000, is shown with 
Margot Duffar, who was 9 at the time. Duffar was the first girl to be named Westmount’s player 
of the month, in January 2020. Sauvageau was to be presented in a Zoom feature from the city 
on the importance of being active and integrating physical activity into daily life. 

Photo courtesy of Westmount Sports and Recreation.

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 

514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children
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priority 
groups

You can now learn about 
the vaccination 

sequence planned 
for your area and book 

your appointment online.

Québec.ca/COVIDvaccine

 1 877 644-4545

The vaccine. A safe way to protect ourselves.
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John Archer | Portfolio Manager & Wealth Advisor
Congratulations on a remarkable 25 years with RBC Dominion Securities

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities 
Inc. is a member company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2021 RBC 
Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved. 21_90327_C36_003

Branch Manager Kevin O’Connor, together with the entire Archer 
Wealth Management team in the Montreal Place Ville-Marie 
branch, is proud to recognize John Archer for his many long-
standing achievements. We commend him for his passion and 
commitment over 38 years in the financial industry, and the 25 
years (and counting!) he has dedicated to the financial success and 
security of his RBC clients. He is a tremendous ambassador for his 
firm and profession. 

We invite clients and friends to join us in congratulating John! 

If you’d like to learn more about how John can help you build and 
protect your wealth, please contact us today. 

John Archer
Portfolio Manager &
Wealth Advisor

john.archer@rbc.com 
Tel: 514-878 5040 
Fax: 514-878-5070
Toll-free: 1-800-890-4003

johnarcher.ca

Unveils its new logo 

Westmount Soccer Club starts registering for 2021 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The Westmount Soccer Club is already 
planning for the 2021 season to build on 
the success of last summer’s pro-
gram, according to club president 
Doug Hamilton. Enrolment began 
last week at www.westmount
soccer.org for girls born 2006 to 
2014, and boys born 2000 to 2014. 

While awaiting official COVID 
go-ahead from the Quebec govern-
ment and Soccer Quebec, which 
governs the league, “we do hope to 
start as usual sometime in May, 
and once again offer a full comple-
ment of age-level teams,” Hamil-
ton said. 

Games got off to a late start last 
year in July due to delayed govern-
ment criteria but they were able to 
continue until late September. 

The club is an independent, 
parent-run organization that plays 
on Westmount’s fields during the 
summer after the end of the city’s spring 
league. It offers an intercity soccer pro-
gram and structured development by 
trained coaches for younger players. 

Anyone interested in coaching would 
be welcome and can apply through the 
club’s website, Hamilton said. 

“Although we had fewer teams last year, 

it turned out to be one of our most success-
ful seasons, judging from a slightly higher 
satisfaction rate of 96 percent from our an-
nual survey. Obviously, we can’t predict the 

impact that COVID will have this year, but 
if all goes well, we hope to have something 
close to a regular season.” 

He also hopes that an adult team can be 
formed. This one plays in an 
under-age-35 league during the 
evening and is open to all males 
born in 1999 and before. The 
games are played in other munici-
palities because they require 
lighted fields, which Westmount 
lacks. 

This year, the club has a new 
logo after a competition in the fall 
to design a new one for its team 
jerseys and merchandise. The win-
ning concept was selected by a 
committee of parents that in-
cluded Mayor Christina Smith, 
whose younger daughter, Isabel, 
played on the U8 girls’ team last 
year. 

“The winner was a mother, 
Emel Ercengiz Umruk, and son 
Deniz who played on our U13 

team last year after four seasons with our 
club. The Umruk family returned to Tur-
key late last year. Mr. Umruk had been the 
consul general here.”

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998
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Westmount Park United turns to ‘Plan B’ for sustainability 
By Martin C. Barry 

Having failed to attract suitable propo-
sals for non-profit projects to transform 
Westmount Park United Church into an 
economically sustainable community 
centre, the church administration is now 
turning its attention to a back-up strategy 
that they are calling “Plan B.” 

As previously reported by the Indepen-
dent (September 24, 2019, p. 7), “Plan A” 
was outlined by pastor Rev. Neil White-
house at a public meeting held at the 

church in August 2019 to explore the feasi-
bility of turning the church into the West-
mount Park Centre for Community, Peace 
and Ecology. 

The church is facing the challenge of 
steeply declining church membership. A 
number of community organizations and 
groups were also depending on access to 

the building for their activities up until the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic last 
year. 

As Whitehouse explained during the 
meeting about Plan A two years ago, no 
more than 50 per cent of the church’s area 
can be dedicated to non-church activities 
if the church’s tax-free status is to be con-
served. 

Plan A would have solicited projects 
proposed by individuals, whereas the pro-
posals in Plan B would come from organ-
izations and groups. 

Call for proposals 

A new “call for proposals” issued by the 
church recently welcomes ideas from co-
operatives or non-profit organizations 
“wishing to inhabit and manage a beauti-
ful, well-situated building” located directly 
beside Westmount Park. 

“Applicants who hold dear the values of 
community life, care and protection of the 

environment and/or reconciliation and 
peace-making would be seriously con-
sidered,” states a preamble in the new plan. 
“Many other proposals would also be con-
sidered.” 

Explaining the difference between Plan 
A and B, Whitehouse said during an inter-
view, “I think both have always been about 
social benefits. 

“Plan A is a DIY [do-it-yourself ] model 
from the church and the community. The 
other is prêt-à-porter or clef-en-main [turn-
key]. With clef-en-main, there would be an 
existing non-profit that finds a synergy be-
tween its own existing mission and the op-
portunities at this site.” 

Whitehouse explained why the stake-
holders at the church decided to move on 
from Plan A to Plan B. “The DIY depended 
upon individuals having the time and 
energy for an agreed mission of a not-for-
profit, and bringing it into being and then 
putting it into practice,” he said. 

He said that “all of that was blown away 
really because individuals had to get on 
with their own lives” during the COVID-
19 pandemic, “and we can’t see actually a 
quick return to having that sort of stabil-
ity.” 

Although a theatre company, Théâtre 
Ouest End, announced plans in early 2019 
to use the church as its principal staging 
venue, Whitehouse said he didn’t know 
what they’ve been up to lately and the 
church hasn’t been accepting new event 
bookings since the onset of the pandemic. 

Regarding the church’s long-time ten-
ant, the Contactivity Centre for senior 
citizens, he said, “In all the plans, we are 
working to ensure they flourish. We see 
them as a major expression of the mission 
of the church.” 

Interested parties wishing to know and 
see more may register for a live presenta-
tion to be held on March 17 at 10 am as 
Westmount Park United Church on Event-
brite at this link: https://bit.ly/3b3B6Lu.
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The finest 
retirement 
lifestyle is 

available at... 

Westmount’s 

Good living 
comes 

with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate 
comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs 

24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED SUITES at affordable rentals. 

4430 St. Catherine West 
514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com 

A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W

The church is looking for an “existing 
non-profit that finds a synergy 

between its own existing mission 
and the opportunities at this site.” 

– Rev. Neil Whitehouse

Seen here on Sunday March 7 in the main church area at Westmount Park United, WPUC pastor 
Rev. Neil Whitehouse is leading a new plan to make the church more sustainable through partner -
ship with community groups.
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MARTIN ROULEAU | BComm
Residential Real Estate Broker & Advisor
T 514.933.9998 | martinrouleau.com

©2021 Engel & Völkers. Tous droits réservés. Franchisé indépendant et autonome. Si votre propriété est déjà inscrite veuillez ne pas faire cas de cette 
annonce. Courtier immobilier,, agence immobilière, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec.
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sothebysrealty.ca | Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK. 
Independently owned & operated. Real estate agency. *Listed price.

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK

Alfee Kaufman, Real Estate Broker
Liza Kaufman, Certified Real Estate Broker

Lindsay Hart, Real Estate Broker

sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.*with conditions

KAUFMAN GROUP

MANOIR BELMONT - WESTMOUNT ADJ.
Spectacular condominium reimagined from 

2 separate units. 3,700 ft2. 2 gar. MLS 16597927

$2,950,000

INTRODUCING

WESTMOUNT
Exceptionally located semi-detached home. 
4+1 bedrooms, 1-car garage. MLS 12523554

$2,295,000

INTRODUCING

NOTRE-DAME-DE-GRÂCE
Turnkey home within steps of Victoria Village. 

Elevator passing on all 3 levels. MLS 12150963

$1,795,000

INTRODUCING

WESTMOUNT
Meticulously appointed 2+2 bedroom, 

2+1 bathroom home on 2 floors. MLS 17272101

$1,459,000

INTRODUCING

VILLE-MARIE
Spectacular completely renovated 5 bedroom 

home. 2-car garage. MLS 20298375

$3,625,000

INTRODUCING

LE ROTHCHILD - CÔTE-SAINT-LUC
Beautifully appointed 2 bdrm Penthouse with 

a spectacular terrace. MLS 18414662

$1,090,000

INTRODUCING

THE RITZ-CARLTON - GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Spectacular fully furnished 2 bedroom apart-

ment in the iconic Ritz-Carlton. MLS 15824961

$12,500/mo

INTRODUCING

BROSSARD
Stately heritage residence situated on 54,000 ft2 

of beautifully landscaped grounds. MLS 21464103

$3,850,000

INTRODUCING

ACCEPTED OFFER

Asking price: $7,900,000

WESTMOUNT
Spectacular stone mansion completely renovated.

INTRODUCING

$6,249,000 or $20,000/mo

WESTMOUNT
Luxurious magazine worthy Westmount residence: 4+2 bedrooms, 2-car garage, & pool. 

MLS 19164801

“When we started 
Kaufman Group, our 

dream was to develop a 
space where everyone 

would work together as 
a family. Our intention in 
doing so was to create 

something better, not only 
for our team but for the 

clients we serve each day.”

— Alfee, Lindsay and Liza

514.379.1333
kaufmangroup@sothebysrealty.ca

Follow us on

kaufmangroup.ca



WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – March 16, 2021 – 11

RECORD-BREAKING SALE

THE RITZ-CARLTON RESIDENCES, PH 1220 - GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Highest Condominium Sale in Quebec*

*As per Centris

WESTMOUNT SQUARE - WESTMOUNT
Completely renovated corner 2+1 bedroom unit 

with north-western views.

RECENTLY PURCHASED

WESTMOUNT
Georgian mansion boasting breathtaking views. 

2-car garage. MLS 12657651

$4,700,000

RECENTLY REDUCED

VILLE-MARIE
Magnificent corner PH unit offering over 2,700 ft2 

of luxurious living space w/ panoramic views.

RECENTLY PURCHASED

WESTMOUNT
Walking distance to Murray Hill Park, lovely master 

en suite & integrated garage. MLS 9001327

ACCEPTED OFFER*

Asking price: $2,050,000

WESTMOUNT
Renovated & spacious duplex, with lovely garden, 

elevator & 2- car garage. MLS 24488675

ACCEPTED OFFER*

Asking price: $2,648,000

NOTRE-DAME-DE-GRÂCE
Stunning renovated semi-detached home 

in Monkland Village.

SOLD OVER ASKING IN 3 DAYS

WESTMOUNT
Spectacularly renovated and exquisitely restored 

mansion on prestigious street. MLS 16556011

$11,750,000

WESTMOUNT
This architectural masterpiece features multiple 

terraces with wonderful views. MLS 18613192

$5,995,000

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Sited on nearly 2 acres, this residence represents one of 
the most impressive estates in Canada. MLS 27385401 

$29,900,000

WESTMOUNT
Beautiful home nestled on a manicured 

17,000 sq. ft. lot. MLS 26337638

$4,498,000 or $15,000/mo

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Majestic stone mansion built in 1928 by renowned 

architect Percy Nobbs. MLS 12942916

$10,500,000

THE GLENEAGLES - VILLE-MARIE
Sun-filled 2 bedroom unit at prestigious 

Gleneagles building. MLS 19498478

$599,000

MOTIVATED SELLER

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Renovated townhouse with rooftop terrace & 

2-car garage. MLS 12832847

$2,250,000

WESTMOUNT
Lovely 4+1 bedroom rowhouse on the 

flats with parking.

RECENTLY PURCHASED

$1.5 B
TOTAL SALES VOLUME

40
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

118 M
ANNUAL WEB VIEWS*

100%

DEDICATED TO YOU
*sothebysrealty.com

CLOSE TO

Kaufman Group does not just place a sign in front of your home, 
we place your home in front of the world.
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February sales: 
Prices still moving up 

Note: The following article relates to offers to 
purchase Westmount residential dwellings 
that were reported by local real estate agents 
as having been accepted in February 2021. 
Because they are not final registered sales, the 
addresses cannot be made public, but give a 
good idea of current trends in local real estate 
activity. The graph at right offers a picture of 
these trends over time. 

Westmount sale prices in February this 
year maintained their upward movement 
and have almost reached the peak of March 
last year, just before the collapse brought 
on by the pandemic. 

Volume in the first two months main-
tained the pace it set last year, noticeably 
low by historical standards but hardly dev-
astating. 

Seven one- and two-family dwelling 
sales were posted by local agents as having 

been negotiated in February, lower than 
the 11 posted in January, though the 
number might move up as real estate ac-
tivity increases into the spring months. 

Prices in February ranged from 
$1,325,000 for a small house on Greene 
Ave. to $2,466,250 for a semi-detached 
house on Murray Hill; though none of the 
more expensive homes sold in the month, 
the average adjusted price of the “typical” 
Westmount home moved above the $2.4-
million level. So far this year, nothing has 
brought a price over $2,900,000, but exactly 
half of all the residential sales in the first 
two months this year have been over $2 
million. 

The first two months of the year have 
seen prices averaging 31.4 percent more 
than their municipal valuations. Since last 
October, average monthly mark-ups have 
been between 23 and 35 percent; in Feb-
ruary, the range of individual mark-ups 
was fairly slim, between 12 and 41 percent, 
but in January one sale price was more 
than double the valuation, while another 
only cleared by 5.3 percent. 

Still, it is important to 
note that no one- or two-
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4060 ST. CATHERINE W. 
Prestigious Turn-Key Office Spaces 

In The Heart of Westmount

– Short Term & Long Term 

Opportunities – 1 month & up 

– Flexible Leasing Terms 

– 300 to 11,000 sq.ft. Office Space 

– Mountain & River Views 

– Indoor Parking 

– Completely Renovated Building

Contact Us 

Leasing@toulondev.com 

514-931-5811 

TOULON 
DEVELOPMENT 

CORP.

Westmount adjacent 
Trafalgar Road 
Gorgeous cottage in cul-de-sac. 

Idyllic location. 4 bedrooms, 
double garage. 

$1,569,000 
MLS 25318925 

Anne Marcoux 
Courtier Immobilier 

514-969-8619
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continued on p. 15
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Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

Hampstead 
$3,688,000 Rare opportunity to own 
a contemporary masterpiece in the heart of 
Hampstead. Huge corner lot. 9260 square feet. 
No side neighbors!! Spectacular heated in 
ground salt water pool with waterfall. Floor 
to ceiling windows. Abundance of sunlight. 

MLS 19017243

family dwellings have sold this year for less 
than valuation. 

Condos 

With March sales still to come, eight 
condominiums so far have sold in the first 
quarter of 2021, already matching the vol-
ume for the fourth quarter of 2020, but 
with a drop from 31 to 20 percent in the 
average mark-up over valuation; a serious 
mark-down at 200 Lansdowne Ave. in Ja-
nuary pulled down the overall average. 
Condo prices in the first quarter (so far) 
have ranged from $400,000 to $2,045,000 
and mark-ups are as high as 49 percent. 
Only two of the eight first-quarter sales 
were negotiated in February. 

Adjacent 

Three one- and two-family houses were 
added to the list of adjacent-Westmount 
sales in February, added to the six posted 
for January. 

Prices in neighbouring areas so far this 
year range from $565,000 for a small house 
on Rockledge Court to $2,490,000 for a 
much larger house on Côte des Neiges Rd. 
– the latter selling at more than double its 
evaluation. The lowest mark-up for the 
two-month period is 17.75 percent, so in 
general mark-ups are higher than they are 
in Westmount proper. 

The number of available house listings 

in Westmount didn’t increase at all be-
tween mid-February and mid-March, 
though in fact the only price bracket to gain 
in numbers during that time was the $5 
million to $10 million range, where the 

numbers increased from six to 11 listings, 
while lower-priced houses were sold off 
and not replaced by similarly priced can-
didates. 

The number of house rentals available 

has jumped from 17 in mid-February to 24 
in mid-March; by then, six houses had 
been rented in 2021 for rates between 
$2,600 to $12,000 per month.

200 Lansdowne on March 12. Photo: Independent.

CONDO WITH PRIVATE GARDEN! 
2 BR, 2 Bath. Private Garden! Garage. Ideal location, 

steps to Victoria Village shops & MUHC hospital. $549,000

DETACHED GEORGIAN BEAUTY 
Completely renovated with quality & taste! Architectural details, 

Gourmet Kitchen, Large Roof Terrace, Rare 2 Car Garage! $1,750,000

SOLDSOLD

STUNNING ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECE  
Majestic property meticulously renovated for today’s luxury living. Impeccably landscaped, 32' Grand Entrance Hall, 14' 
Ceilings, Double Living Rooms, 4 Fireplaces. Spectacular Chandeliers, 6 Bedrooms, 6 Ensuite Bathrooms. $3,800,000 

STUNNING!



Young Sierra 

Yes, she is in that in-between stage at a 
year and seven months of age, when they 
have so much intellect and a lot less sill-
iness. 

A bit older than a puppy but still in the 
age group where they are easy to train and 

integrate into a new family routine. 
Cutest Sierra is waiting, hoping that life 

will change from the SPCA Montreal ken-
nel space where she is safely being brought 
forth for an adoptive family. A precious 
young beauty, so lovely and affectionate, 
with the largest brown eyes and a keen 
gaze. 

Sierra is very healthy, up to date with 
her inoculations, spayed and micro-
chipped. 

Please think of her for the Westmount 

best canine life, with our dog parks and 
our Summit as spring is coming. 

Please refer to her identification num -
ber 46540201 when you visit the Montreal 
SPCA website at www.spca.com and fill out 
the adoption application for her on the 
link. 

Once submitted, you will then be con-
tacted for a telephone interview, followed 
by a visit by appointment at the SPCA. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne
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A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…
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and level 1 tai chi/chi kung. 
Details and times are described in the 

spring activities guide online except for 
general skating and Stick & Puck, which 
will depend on availability of the WRC 
rinks once March break is over and some 
school rentals are factored in, Lapointe 
said. 

Refrigerated rink closed March 15 

While the city’s outdoor rinks will re-
main open as long as weather permits, dis-
mantling of the rented, refrigerated one at 
Westmount Park was planned to take place 
March 15, after press time, according to the 

contract, Lapointe said. 
“Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pan-

demic has not loosened its grip and has 
forced us to continue to follow public 
health safety measures,” explains Lapointe 
in the spring activities guide. “Due to these 
measures, the Sports and Recreation de-
partment has not been able to offer in-per-
son activities and will not be able to for the 
foreseeable future. 

“The past season’s online activities have 
proven to be successful, so we have ex-
panded our online programming via the 
Zoom platform.”

Sports & Rec., cont’d. from p. 1

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

The Westmount Park rink the morning of March 15. All was quiet. Photo: Independent.



Elegant Loka 

Loka is timeless perfection, dark grey 
and long haired with huge contrasting 
golden shaded eyes. She is available for 
adoption as soon as possible from the 
Montreal SPCA cattery. 

As you can see, she comes to be cuddled 
and explores with great curiosity, even 
under changed circumstances from her 
home. She has been offered an opportunity 

for adoption at 11 years of age, when she 
has always been in a family and needs to 
move on to new love as soon as possible. 

Loka is very healthy, up to date with her 
inoculations, spayed and microchipped. 
Please refer to her identification number 
46704617 when you visit the Montreal 
SPCA website at www.spca.com and fill out 
the adoption application for her on the at-
tached link. Once submitted, you will then 
be contacted for a telephone interview, fol-
lowed by a visit by appointment at the 
SPCA. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne
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CONTACTIVITY VIRTUAL SPRING LINEUP 
→ keep busy, keep connected ← 

Registration starts March 22. 
To find out more and to sign up then, go to 
our website at www.contactivitycentre.org 

Courses Some with limited enrolment. Some with registration deadlines soon. Low, sometimes free, tuition. 

◊ Art Appreciation First Nations’ Art 
and History of Women’s Art 

◊ Young at Heart Groove – dance 
exercise that’s all the rage! 

◊ Environment, Climate Change and 
You – a “hot” topic 

◊ Stretch + Movement Fitness 
what we all need 

◊ Zumba Gold – back by popular demand 

◊ French Conversation Beginners level 2 
◊ T.More Discussion Group stimulating 

topics, congenial folks 
◊ Photography – an intergenerational 

course with seniors, Selwyn House 
students and teacher 

◊ Tech Savvy for 2021 also an inter -
generational course with seniors, 
Selwyn House students and teacher 

— Other Attractions — 

Intergenerational Weekly Zoom Visits 
chat and learn simple tech tips with those 

clever Selwyn House students 
Virtual Guided Tours – Iceland in April, 

Jerusalem in May. Free for members. 
Visit our website to join up.

Guest Speakers on DeCluttering and on Health 
Promoting Plants. Free for members. Find out 

about membership on our website. 
Concerts “Hour of SpringTime Joy” with 

Rick Clahane and “Memory Lane” with George 
Deacon Free for members. See our website to join. 

Contactivity Centre 
4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd W. 

Westmount, corner Lansdowne 
514 932-2326 | contactivitycentre.org

Certain programs funded by Heritage Canada

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

for removing the ice in one of the two in-
door rinks at the Westmount recreation 
centre will take place as usual. The unused 
one is typically used as a base for the day 
camps and their rainy day activities. “Once 
we receive further guidelines from the gov-
ernment of Quebec, we will be able to pro-
vide a guide for the summer activities.” 

This year, however, he said he doesn’t 
want to rush registrations and be in the 
same position as a year ago when the de-
partment was faced with refunds resulting 
from changing summer restrictions.

Summer, cont’d. from p. 1
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Fortunate for provincial, 
municipal, Énergir workers 

We are fortunate in our community to 
have such caring and efficient services. 

On March 4, my wife and I had just re-
ceived our first COVID vaccination at the 
Montreal General Hospital. Very efficient… 
we had an 8 am appointment and we were 
out by 8:30. 

I was just starting work (I do voluntary 
tax returns for the NDG Senior Citizens 
Council) when the proverbial “s – -” hit the 
fan. 

First, the electricity went off. Then the 
water went off, and then the gas went off. 
It was minus 10°C outside. 

This was all due to repairs of a water 
pipe on Claremont (which had just been 
restored in 2018 – but that is another story) 
and, in the process, the gas line was cut. 

At 4 pm, the electricity was restored 
and, a short time after, the water was re-
stored – but no gas. 

At about 10 pm, our doorbell rang (what 
dedication!) and the gas people were there 
to re-start our furnace and hot water tank. 
But we checked the gas stove and realized 
there was still no gas. 

Luckily, our house is heated by electric-
ity in some rooms. So, our house was not 
cold. We told the workers that it was not 
critical and they were grateful to go home. 

The next morning, they returned early. 
Still no gas. The city, very thoughtfully, 

called and said we could borrow electric 
heaters. We thanked them but said we 
were okay. 

We were told that the gas problem was 
because, during the repair, some water got 
into the gas line and froze, thus blocking 
our supply (we are the last house on the 
street). 

The gas people arranged a temporary 
gas line from our neighbour’s house until 
the gas line can be fixed. 

By the evening, everything was back to 
normal. 

We want to say thanks to all the dedi-

cated workers of Énergir and the city for 
their help in resolving all the problems. 

Steve and Jan Weir, Parkman Place 

Thanks for the WRC! 
A big thank-you to everyone at the West-

mount rec centre (WRC) for opening the 
rinks for general skating and Stick and 
Puck practice these last few weeks. 

I’m sure that I’m not the only one who 
has missed skating there since pandemic 
restrictions forced them to close in De-
cember. The refrigerated outdoor rink in 
Westmount Park is a lovely place for some 
low-key skating, but to move fast enough 
to feel you’re getting some real exercise, 
nothing beats the big rinks at the WRC. 

Hats off to everyone who made it poss-
ible for the rinks to re-open – the manage-
ment, the people who run the Zambonis, 
the people who check you in at the door, 
the people who mop and wipe down sur-
faces after every session. Since they re-
opened – and earlier in the pandemic too 
– the centre has been a clean, safe place to 
go, a place to get a bit of a workout and to 
get the COVID crabbiness out of my sys-
tem, a place where the staff members are 
quick with a smile and a friendly greeting.  

The pandemic has been teaching us all 
to appreciate the everyday things. I’m very 
grateful the WRC rinks are back – at least 

for the moment – in our community’s 
everyday life. 

Kathleen Kearns, Academy Rd. 

COVID recommendations 
have evolved since 
‘one-way rule’ 

A recent letter (“Pedestrians, remember 
the one-way rule,” March 2, p. 6) sought to 
remind Westmounters of a suggested 
measure “early in the pandemic” to “walk/
jog on the sidewalk that is on the right-
hand side of the street.” Setting aside the 
fact that the exact recommendation as re-
ported in the news (CBC report: April 10, 
2020) was to follow the flow of traffic, 
something that makes little practical sense 
on a one-way street such as de Maison-
neuve Blvd, the operative phrase is “early 
in the pandemic.” 

In those early days, almost nothing was 
known about the virus and policy makers 
were struggling with their response to a 
dangerous and evolving situation in the ab-
sence of any reliable information. Recom-
mendations at that time have since been 
revised/rescinded with new and better in-
formation. 

The writer implies that adhering to 
such a measure today can “curb COVID-
19 spread” despite there being no credible 
evidence to suggest that pedestrian traffic, 
i.e. when two people pass each other for a 
second or less on the street, represents a 
noteworthy vector of COVID transmission, 
if one at all. Perhaps this is why the city 
has long since abandoned its promotion. 

Ivor Krol, de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

Kudos to Maccarone 
I am writing to commend Jennifer Mac-

carone, MNA for Westmount-St. Louis, for 
her proactive, timely and informative up-
dates regarding the COVID-19 vaccination 
campaign. 

Her weekly newsletter is composed in 
a bilingual and professional format, is easy 
to understand, and includes links to help-
ful resources. For anybody wishing to sub-
scribe to Ms. Maccarone’s newsletter, one 
only needs to click on the following link: 
http://eepurl.com/hptC11 . 

My positive impression of Jennifer Mac-
carone is founded not just upon her com-
mitment to keeping her constituents in-
formed, but also upon past experience. 
Whenever I have had reason to communi-
cate with her, either she or one of her staff 
has addressed my concerns in a prompt 
and professional manner. 

We are indeed fortunate to have Ms. 
Maccarone as our MNA. 

Claire Panet-Raymond, 
Blenheim Place

Letters to the Editor

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 

Editor 
David Price: 514.935.4537 

editor@westmountindependent.com 

Chief reporter 
Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics 
Ted Sancton 

Advertising sales 
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567 

advertising@westmountindependent.com 

Classified ads 
www.westendclassifieds.com 

Accounting 
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138 

office@westmountindependent.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please 
limit them to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for publication 
the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to make 
subsequently submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in every 
issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 
Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you do 
not live in Westmount), but not your address (unless you want it published). 

14,500+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions 
(13,500+ in COVID times due to closed municipal buildings) 

Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 
Owned and published by: 

Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

Correction: Faites! 
The incorrect conjugation of the French 

verb “faire” in the headline of the letter 
“Lettre ouverte à la Mairesse…” (March 2, 
p. 6) was the choice of the editor, not the 
letter writer. While one can find some in-
stances of “faisez,” standard French would 
have read “Faites un partenariat avec 
YMCA.” – DP

The Westmount recreation centre and pool on March 12. Photo: Independent.



Squirrel feeding 
draws ire 

This spot on de Maisonneuve between Prince 
Albert and Victoria, seen March 12, top, has 
been the site of food being dropped. Both 
squirrels and birds have been observed feeding 
there. The activity has drawn the ire of one 
local resident whose house has been damaged 
by squirrels chewing on the fascia boards at 
the roof line. She has complained to Public 
Security. She also picked up “about 10 lbs” of 
food before this photo was taken. A long time 
drop spot on Victoria between Somerville and 
Sherbrooke was still in use when the In -
dependent checked March 15, bottom. It is 
illegal to feed wild animals in Westmount. 

Photos: Independent.
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Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX 
Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST 
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario 

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation, 
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP) 

514 503-7719 
info@hkltax.com 

https://hkltax.com 
1434 Sainte-Catherine West 
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

$ $ INCOME TAX RETURN $ $

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC.
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)

(Pro ly serving our community over more than 15 years)

Professional Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Services

* Personal & corporate tax returns * Financial statements, & Bookkeeping

* Tax consultation in home and car deductions * Planning in family income tax
* Consultation-Incorporation/modification/dissolution of corporation * T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries * GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports

Tel.: (514) 227-8765
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B

Montréal, (Québec) H3X 2T8
E-mail: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

CHARTERED
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Yard Worker Available 

Weeding, Gardening, Lawn mowing, Raking leaves, Trimming, 
Adding Mulch, Yard Cleaning, & Snow shoveling. Contact Vince 
at 514-294-5562. 

Women’s Art Lecture 

Zoom Lecture on History of Women's Art Society of Montreal 
March 24, 2021 at 1pm. See womensartofcanada.ca under Events.

3 Ways to go 
1 You are welcome in person at our shop 

2 Order online: flore.qc.ca 
3 Phone in your order: 514-488-3555 

Looking forward to serve you

4818, rue Sherbrooke Ouest, Westmount, Qc H3Z 1G8

Classifieds in the INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on fly-by-night, who-
knows-who-is-replying websites when you can list (and 

sell) locally? Buy a classified in the 
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

at www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally
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.

View all our homes at

CHOOSE FROM OUR LARGE 
SELECTION OF LUXURY HOMES FOR 

RENT IN GREATER MONTREAL.

Serving executives, athletes, 
and professionals since 1998

GROUPECOPLEY.COM

LUXURY HOMES 

FOR RENT

QUESTIONS? ASK PENNY
INFO@GROUPECOPLEY.COM OR 

514.656.6437 ext.0

WITH GROUPE COPLEY’S OWN 

DEDICATED SERVICE TEAM, WE WANT TO ENSURE 

THAT YOUR RENTAL EXPERIENCE IS TRULY 

OUTSTANDING WITH US.

Does Christmas ever end? 

This Christmas tree was seen on the north side of Sherbrooke between Vignal and Atwater on 
March 12. Photo: Independent.



Story of a pop-up: Westmount Barbecue 

Once again driven by this “moment” – 
I grow tired of the word COVID! – West-
mount entrepreneurial spirit has risen, 
phoenix-like, from yet another Sherbrooke 
St. empty space. 

Speaking with Ankara Bonamy, I learnt 
that local res – and Montrealers generally! 
– have an exciting new concept to visit. And 
the restaurant seems to have been dis-
covered already. Ankara and her team 
Scotch-taped some of their business cards 
to the outside of the window. By the end of 
each day, they had all been taken. 

Ankara, how did you get involved with 
this pop-up? 

I work mostly in construction, design 
and real estate. However I have always 
worked a little in the restaurant business. 
I design traffic flow for restaurants and 
commercial spaces and for the past five 
years I’ve had pop-up clothing stores in 
empty commercial spaces.  

Tell our readers about your new space 
Westmount BBQ is in a building I man-

age that is owned by my best 
friend Edouard Elkaim. The 
tenant that was in the loca-
tion before was a Greek res-
taurant called Kavos, which 
did extremely well until the 
pandemic hit. After eight 
months of not being able to 
open his dining room, the 
owner threw in the towel. I 
hate seeing vacant storefronts 
along Sherbrooke St., so I 
called up some friends who 
own catering companies and 
event spaces. They were not 
very busy as you can imagine! 
They all loved the space so, 
along with Elkaim, we de-
cided to set up a pop-up res-
taurant. 

What is the menu? 
The menu has changed a 

bit since we first opened a 
month ago. We have been 
really listening to what people 
want. (Lately, they have asked 
for octopus!) Emilie, our 
amazing chef, comes up with 
different 
specials 
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Return to Retail 

Veronica Redgrave

continued on p. 22



Police Report 

House burglar unfazed 
after coming face to face with owner 
By Martin C. Barry 

A burglary at a house near the corner of 
Kensington Ave. and Sherbrooke St. 
around 10:30 am on March 6 brought one 
of the owners face to face with the suspect, 
who wasn’t the least bit deterred and con-
tinued to rob the residence. 

Officers from the Montreal police de-
partment’s Station 12 on Stanton St. re-
sponded to the scene within minutes. 

They were met outside by a woman who 

had been in bed sleeping, when she be-
came aware of an intruder walking up the 
stairs to the second storey. 

“At first she thought it might be her 
spouse,” said Station 12 community rela-
tions officer Adalbert Pimentel, noting that 
her partner had gone out some time earlier 
and hadn’t yet returned. 

While it wasn’t clear in the police report 
whether the woman or the intruder opened 
her bedroom door, shortly after it opened, 
the woman saw the suspect, who was wear-
ing a black surgical mask, a tuque on his 
head and a dark coat. 

She described him to the investigators 
as a white male, slim build and French 
speaking. She recounted that the suspect 
appeared to loudly utter a phrase three or 
four times alluding to “police.” 

After this, he proceeded to another bed-
room where he rummaged through be-
longings and stole several items. The 
woman called 9-1-1 while the suspect was 
still inside the house and police arrived 
shortly after. 

Among the stolen property the woman 
listed in an inventory submitted to the po-
lice was a watch, a mini computer monitor 
and other items. The investigators found 
footprints believed to be the suspect’s, and 
images of the suspect were captured by a 
security camera. 

The investigators don’t know how the 
suspect entered the dwelling, although 
they didn’t find any broken window glass 
or other signs of forced entry. 

“Since there are no traces of infraction, 
it’s possible a door was left unlocked,” Pi-
mentel suggested. “But I can’t assume that. 
It’s up to the investigators to determine.” 

COVID enforcement 

In keeping with a mandate to enforce 

the provincial government’s sanitary regu-
lations during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Station 12 officers have been active over the 
past few weeks doing inspection visits at 
homes in Westmount where families and 
individuals are expected to quarantine up 
to 14 days after re-entering Canada follow-
ing out-of-country trips. 

On March 9, officers visiting the home 
near Greene and Dorchester of a family 
under quarantine found that everyone was 
present and accounted for, and all their 
documents were in order. 

However, on March 5 officers visiting 
another dwelling in Westmount were told 
that a female resident who was supposed 
to be observing quarantine wasn’t home 
because she had to go out to deal with an 
employment-related issue. 

The officers, who are attached to the 
Montreal police department’s morality sec-
tion, told the family that a ticket with a 
hefty fine would be sent to her. 
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$1,975,000 
A gracious John Hand Original 5-bedroom mid-level 

home with beautiful original woodwork. Large 
reception rooms, 3.5 baths, a finished basement, all 

well maintained and upgraded over the years. Add to 
that the town garden and 2-car heated garage and 

you have the perfect home.

Esti Jedeikin 
514.594.7701 

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352
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Services Immobiliers F&A Armstrong Inc.
Agence Immobilière

WESTMOUNT
RETAIL AND OFFICE 
OPPORTUNITIES

Michael Doroshenko
Commercial Real Estate Broker

514-824-2278 •
mdoroshenko@cromwellmgt.ca •

faarmstrong.ca •

every week. (She is a celebrity in the fran-
cophone culinary world and has been on 
several TV shows including Les Chefs) The 
menu is based mostly around Portuguese 
flavors. The main staple is piri piri rotis-
serie chicken. Emmanuel Goubard and 
myself are the “face” and main partners of 
the restaurant. One or both of us is always 
on site. On top of being an amazing chef, 
Emmanuel is also an event planner and 
owns Les entrepôts dominion, an event 
space. I would call our menu “Portuguese 
fusion.” 

When are you open? 
For now, we are open from Tuesday to 

Saturday, 4 pm to 8 pm for pick-up. After 
curfew, we are on Uber Eats, Cheque 
Please and Skip the Dishes. Since we open -
ed, there has been a lot of interest from 
other restauranteurs who might eventually 
lease the place when in-house dining re-
sumes. Until then, we will stay as a pick-
up, pop-up spot and if all goes well, we 
might even stay permanently. 

Westmount Barbecue 
pop-up restaurant 
4922 Sherbrooke St. (east of Claremont) 
514.838.4221

Barbeque, cont’d. from p. 21
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If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management 
and comprehensive wealth management, we would 
be pleased to discuss how we can put our experience 
to work for you.

To meet with us, please call: 

Jean-François Dion, 
Vice President & Director, Portfolio Manager,  
or Sholom Tabak,  
Vice President & Wealth Advisor,  
at 514-878-4216 

1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal  
brucekentgroup.com

Excellence in  
portfolio management

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member 
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 
2021. All rights reserved. 21_90301_BY5_005                                                                  (02/2021)

Portfolio management expertise and excellence, depth, professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our 
business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build 
relationships.

At the Bruce Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it is specifically tailored to meet your needs and 
expectations. Our personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio management, is why the Bruce Kent Group 
is the largest discretionary portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across Canada, with over $4 billion in 
assets under management.

It’s time.
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JILL PRÉVOST

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

Visit all my properties 

jillprevost.com
R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

514.591.0804

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty  
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me. 

Client Testimonial 
Jill exceeded our expectations with 

exceptional service. There’s no other 
agent that we would trust with our 

biggest asset. Beckie + Chris

ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY! 
1250 GREENE AVENUE | WESTMOUNT 

THIS IS IT! Your chance to own a piece of the most coveted building in Montreal! This sun-filled 5th floor condo features NW views of the 
mountain + sunsets, gourmet kitchen, 2 loggias, 2 garages, locker + fully wired smart-home technology. 1250 Greene Ave. offers an unparalleled 
lifestyle with only 19 units in the full-service building, complete with concierge + 24 hour security. Your next chapter awaits! Price upon request.


