
Decorated (not carved) pumpkins can win prizes 

‘Hallowe’en Extravaganza’ party 
set for Oct. 28 at Vic Hall 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The annual “Hallowe’en Extravaganza” 
held by the children’s department of the 
Westmount Public Library takes place Sat-
urday, October 28 at Victoria Hall from 
6:30 to 8 pm. This is for children aged 5 to 
12 who have registered and submitted a 
decorated pumpkin in advance. 

Carved pumpkins are not admissible 

due to issues with decay. 
The annual pumpkin-decorating con-

test is a featured event with prizes to be 
awarded during the evening in the age cat-
egories of family, and ages 5-6, 7-8 and 9-
12. To obtain a free ticket to the Extrava-
ganza, participants must submit their dec-
orated pumpkin at the library between 
October 13 and 27. These 
will be on display until 

We are WestmountWeekly. Vol. 17 No. 10c October 17, 2023

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

continued on p. 6

���

Work starts on fix for Greene Ave.’s low railway bridge 
The Greene Ave. rail bridge, located 

between Dorchester and St. Antoine, is 
locally notorious for taking out large and 
mid-size delivery trucks, especially as they 
make their way north up the hill. 

The Independent has chronicled at least 
18 hits of the overpass since November 
2020 (see July 11, p. 7, for the latest), but it 
does not catch them all. Global News 
reported December 1, 2022 that there had 
been 30 strikes in roughly the same period 
(see December 13, 2022, p. 23). 

According to Jean-Maxime St-Hilaire, 
spokesman the Réseau de transport métro-
politain (EXO), which leases the tracks 
from CP for its commuter trains, in 2022 
alone, 119 trains using the tracks were 
delayed because of an impact between a 
truck and the overpass. (One strike can 
delay multiple trains.) 

As reported already (September 5, p. 1), 
the city and EXO are working on new sig-
nage. A French-language October 5 press 
release from EXO clarifies that protection 

beams are being installed, as well as an 
infrared-triggered warning system. It also 
stated that each delay is approximately 35 
minutes long and can affect three separate 
trains coming from the West Island, South 
Shore and North Shore. 

The Independent asked one of the work -
ers on October 11 about the job at hand. 
He said that CP has complained that the 
bridge is actually being moved by the col-
lisions, and that lowering the road is not 
feasible due to hydro cables, natural gas 
pipes and other utilities’ infrastructure that 
are located under the roadbed. 

One lane of nearby Greene will be clos -
ed throughout the work, which is expected 
to be completed in January. On one week-
end that month, both of Greene’s lanes are 
expected to close. – DP & RT. 

◀The trenches that will house the electrical 
 wiring for the Greene Ave. rail bridge’s new 
warning system, as seen October 11. 

Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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We compound medication 
for your pet 

Flavoured medicine, chosen format 
(capsules, treats/pastes, liquids, creams). 

It’s not just hiding a pill in a piece of food!

5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 
Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com
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Chavez-Rosado wins karate silver 
in Mexico City 

Westmounter Xavier Chavez-Rosado, left, won a silver medal at the 50th anniversary IMAI Cup, an 
international tournament held in Mexico City. He has been practising karate since he was five years 
old, during which time he has won gold medals in his various kata and kumite competitions. He 
studies at the academy of Alexandru Sorin, the Canadian national karate team coach. 

Photo courtesy of Gloria Rosado.

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please limit 

to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for publication 
the following week. Email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com



Public Security cracks down 
on garbage violations 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A special Public Security campaign 
began in various laneways in the city’s 
south east area last week, department direc-
tor Greg McBain said. This is taking place 
during the regular preventive patrolling of 
laneways and resulted in visiting a number 
of locations off Clarke and Elm. 

Warnings of violations were left in the 
form of stickers on bags as well as door 
hangers explaining the timing, types of 
violation and the correct way to throw out 
garbage. The crackdown was launched in 
conjunction with Urban Planning and 
Public Works, warning residents that gar-
bage must not be left out before 7 am on 
the day of collection. 

The notices left behind in “multiple 
locations” in laneways explain how various 
types of disposables are to be discarded. 

In one specific incident October 5, two 
transparent bags of residential garbage 
were found to have been left in Stayner 

Park during a patrol there at 10:45 pm. 
They were tracked down to a resident of 
Prospect, who was ticketed $155.
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Superb condominium Rive Gauche $528,000
6565 Ch. Collins, apt. 810, Côte-Saint-Luc

BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 2 | MLS 20777922

TToop quality renovations including beautiful hardwood floors which
are soundproofed, kitchen and bathrooms.
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Royal $625,000
Rue Sherbrooke O., apt. 1701, Ville-Marie

 1 | BATHS: 1 | MLS 28451391

t and spacious, this 17th floor unit offers an open concept and
athtaking mountain view.

Magnificent Penthouse
30 Allée des Brises-du-Fleuv

BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 1 | M

With nearby services an
breathtaking view of the w
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Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Remembering Alex Look 
Montrealer Alex Look died October 7 

when a techno music festival in southern 
Israel was attacked by Hamas gunmen. He 
was 33. 

His mother, Raquel Ohnona, told CBC 
News that she was on a video call with him 
when he was killed. His father, Alain Haim 
Look, said that family was still waiting for 
confirmation from the Israeli government 
as of October 9. 

They are both members of Chabad 
Westmount. 

According to CBC News, survivors com-
municated by video with his parents, ex -
plain ing that Alex shielded up to 30 people 
from the gunmen because the bomb shelter 
that they were using for shelter had no door. 

On Chabad Westmount’s Facebook a 
moving tribute was posted, including: 

“For the Jewish community in West-
mount, this travesty hit even closer to 
home: Our dear and treasured friends, and 
members of our community, Alain and 
Raquel Look, lost their son, Alex. Alex was 
visiting Israel, and died in one of the ter-
rorist attacks, as he heroically and selflessly 
saved others while fending off the attack -
ers…. 

“Do a Mitzvah for Alex. 
“Light Shabbat Candles for Alex. 
“Put Tefillin for Alex. 
“Place a Mezuzah for Alex. 
“Do an act of unsolicited Kindness for 

Alex.”

Targetting of 
civilians for murder 
unacceptable 

Let me add the Independent’s small voice 
to the large chorus of people and institu-
tions condemning Hamas’ recent unpro-
voked attack on Israel, including and 
especially the intentional targetting of civil-
ians for murder. 

My condolences and best wishes to any-
one affected who is reading this piece. 

David Price is the editor of 
the Independent.

Editorial
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Seeing the flowers 
I was very surprised to read the letter in 

your newspaper a little while ago (October 
3, p. 10) referring to the “lacklustre” flowers 
in Westmount this summer. Perhaps the 
writer had not seen the wonderful displays 
in front of Victoria Hall and in Westmount 
Park. 

Anne Holloway, Lansdowne Ave. 

Left-behind campfire food 
adds issue in Summit Woods 

I was walking in Summit Woods on 
October 10 at about 5 pm and met my 
friend, who wanted to see where the con-
crete blocks on the top of the hill were 
marked off with yellow tape by Public 
Security. So I walked with her and her dog 
to the top of the hillock. 

As we were approaching, there were 
many excited dogs off leash congregating 
from all directions. I had been there a few 
minutes earlier to mark off the fire pit area 
temporarily with yellow tape, and was sur-
prised at having so many dogs around me 
deep in the woods at that time. 

I noticed that there was quite an 

amount of activity, with owners calling 
their dogs without success. Then we went 
behind the taped-off area around the con-
crete blocks and found abandoned camp-
fire food, raw in the cooking bowl, with a 
large mixing bowl, cups and paper items 
as well. There was raw chicken that the 
dogs had been taking. There were raw 
onions, raw hot peppers, raw potatoes and 
stale bread. 

As we all know, raw onions and raw 
white potatoes are toxic for dogs, while raw 
hot peppers will cause discomfort, with 
burning in the mouth and throat. We won’t 
discuss what happened to the spoiled meat 
that was gone. We grabbed the bowls away 
from them and disposed of everything that 
we could. We were successful, with dog 
owners trying to get the hounds off the 
food, so I took a photograph to share with 
other Westmount dog owners. 

Please be mindful of your dogs off leash 
on the summit. They may all be couch 
potatoes at home, but they can find aban-
doned food in the woods with great talent. 

The dogs told us everything! It just took 
us humans a moment to figure out that 
each one of them had a great hound’s nose 
and no need of a compass. 
Lysanne Fowler, de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

Editor’s note: Fowler is the Independent’s 
pet-adoption columnist. – DP. 

Traffic survey is flawed (1) 
I tried to answer the city’s traffic survey; 

but I realized that in order to continue, I 
had to select one option of three, but I did 
not agree with any of them. It seems that 
the survey wants me to agree with one of 
them. Please add a fourth option, “none of 
the three.” 

Letters to the editor
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Remembering photographer, 
architectural preservationist 
Brian Merrett 

Westmounter Brian Merrett died Sep-
tember 21. He was a photographer well 
known for advocating the preservation of 
architecture, including convincing – via 
photographs in the early 1970s – Phyllis 
Lambert to preserve Shaughnessy House 
at Dorchester and Fort, now downtown’s 
Canadian Centre for Architecture. 

Very recently, he worked with others – 
successfully – to acquire a heritage desig-
nation for Fulford House on Guy St., 
which was a seniors’ residence until 2021. 

“I first met Brian when I worked on a 
2011 book by him and late Westmounter 
Bill Stavert about the A&P church down-
town (St. Andrew and St. Paul),” said the 
Independent’s editor David Price. 

“Later, we would spar in these pages 
about the future of the Westmount train 
station at the foot of Victoria Ave., with me 
advocating for the status quo and he envi-
saging more grand designs, most recently 
‘an ecological awareness centre’ (see Feb-
ruary 21, 2023, p. 8). 

“Without knowing 100 percent, I always 
felt that it was good-natured disagreement 
between us. For this reason, I was com-
pletely comfortable asking to use some pho-
tographs from his Autoroute Ville Marie 
series 1969-1972 for one of our stories about 
downtown’s Edgehill avenue or street. 

“I was right. He said ‘yes’ immediately 
and graciously. 

“I encourage readers to take another 
look at his fascinating mid-destruction 
photographs of this now-gone downtown 
neighbourhood in our May 16, 2023 edition 
on p. 9 and p. SL-22. Coincidentally, this 
area is steps from Shaughnessy House, 
which is a large part of Brian’s conservation 
legacy. 

“My condolences to his family and 
friends.” 

Merrett is survived by his widow, 
Lucinda Lyman; son Toby Harper-Merrett 
and daughter Hannah Harper-Merrett, two 
stepsons, his brother, a niece and nephew, 
and three grandchildren. 

The approach to Victoria Hall and its flowers, as seen October 12. Photo: Independent.



This is an error since the algorithm will 
assume I actually agreed with their propo-
sals. 

What I do think is: 
Removing parking will cause a lot of 1.
pain for those who do not have it and 
for those who use it sporadically, for 
example, while visiting a friend. 
It is a nightmare with all the one-way 2.
streets. There are already enough. 
Blocking a street becomes a mess. 3.
I propose to make sure the main streets 

are well maintained where the cars can 
transit more efficiently so they won’t use 
the “school streets.” 

No parking on St. Catherine between 1.
Lansdowne and Wood from 7 am to 9 
am. 
No parking on Sherbrooke between 2.
Lansdowne and Greene from 7 am to 9 
am. 
Synchronize effectively the stop lights 3.
on St. Catherine, Sherbrooke and The 
Boulevard. Fix the roads. 
Make sure that there are people on the 4.
streets managing the cars’ access to the 
schools Make sure every day a group of 
15 parents (rotate those parents every 
week – 90 percent of the parents can 
make ar range ments to participate; 10 
percent not) are on the streets for each 

school. 
It takes a village to raise our kids. Only 

the human factor can modify human 
behaviour. 

The cars won’t go away, and it does not 
make sense to put more stress on the 
already busy streets. 

Diana Hernandez, St. Catherine St. 

Traffic survey is flawed (2) 
Well, I had a quick look at the city’s traf-

fic survey, but I did not even get beyond 
the first page. 

At the start of the questionnaire, you do 
have a choice where you have various de -
grees of agreeing or disagreeing. 

But then I reached a follow-up question 
that asks which of the two choices would 
you prefer. This question must be answer -
ed and it simply asks the same two ques-
tions that were asked previously as two of 
four questions where previously you could 
disagree, but now you have to provide your 
choice of which of the two is to you the 
lesser evil. 

As I did not answer this question, I 
could go no further in the questionnaire, 
as it would just return me to the beginning 
again. I feel that it simply means that the 
city has already made up its mind as to 
what they will do but, of course, they have 

to be able to state that you agreed to this 
choice. 

Needless to say, I obviously did not 
bother with this farce of a survey. 

PS I live on Victoria Ave., just one block 
from Roslyn Elementary School. Both of 
my children went there. This was of course 
some years ago, but as my wife and I still 
go for frequent walks there still today, we 
know a fair bit about the traffic chaos the 
city has already managed to create there 
and the surrounding area. 

Alfred Edel, Victoria Ave.
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CITE DE HAVRE/TROPIQUES NORD 
This 1441.84 sf unit is completely renovated 
with style. It has a terrace of 400 sf, which 
looks onto an atrium, a magnificent 
tropical jungle with wonderful water views. 
Your perfect 1 bedroom, 1+1 bathroom, 
hidden treasure home or delightful 
pied-à-terre. MLS: 28223779 $1,245,000

Games, music, Hallowe’en fare 

Greene’s festival Oct. 21 to showcase fall merchandise 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A workshop on Hallowe’en masks as 
well as a separate pumpkin-decorating 
activity are among features being planned 
for the Quartier Greene fall festival set for 
Saturday, October 21 from 10 am to 5 pm. 

Among the plans are live music in 
Square Greene from noon to 4 pm, pump-
kin decorating next to the square, and a 
pumpkin target game at Greene and de 
Maisonneuve with bales of hay and prizes. 
Also planned on the same theme is a 
doggie photo booth for pet photos “with 
Hallowe’en costumes provided,” said festi-
val organizer Cynthia Lulham. 

A strolling magician, Mr. Magique, is to 
perform all afternoon, while Gallery S16 at 
1362 Greene will host the mask-making 
workshop from 11 am to 4 pm. This is bill -
ed as enabling visitors of all ages to explore 
their artistic side. 

Wildlife photographer Ilana Block will 
be on hand from 1 to 4 pm at Gallery 203 
(1346 Greene) to discuss her passion in a 

“meet the artist” event. A neuropathic doc-
tor and animal lover, she is described as 
having won several awards for some of her 
work that can be seen at www.ilanablock-
photography.ca. 

Merchants have been invited to have 
merchandise outside in front of their shops 
and to decorate in a “fun fall or Hallowe’en 
theme.”

• Renovations & Remodeling 
• Kitchens, Baths & Basements 
• Extensions & Second 

Storey Additions 
• Complete Major/Minor 

Makeovers 
• Conception & Design Builds 

and much more, just ask! 

Free Estimation 

514 803-8107 
RBQ Licensed

Netspec Home 
Improvement 
& Restoration 

Services

25 Y
EARS O

F EXPERIENCE

October 31. 
“Our theme this year is the Wizard of 

Oz on which we’ll base an interactive skit 
between members of the library staff and 
the audience,” said children’s librarian 
Wendy Wayling. “It will be spooky and 
fun.” 

Submitted pumpkins may be taken 
home after the gala, and “Don’t forget your 
costume,” Wayling added.

Hallowe’en, cont’d from p. 1

Greene Ave. already has the fall spirit in full display, as seen October 16. Photo: Independent.
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Westmount rentals
available now, across from Westmount Park

4557 Sherbrooke West

 schedule your visit today

+1 514 525-8777
montreal@akelius.ca  
akeliusmontreal.com

• three-bedroom two-bathroom for $3195 
• appliances, hot water and wine fridge included 
• parking available

City starts preparing 

Bring on winter! Rink, parking lot 
plowing awarded 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Two contracts approved by city council 
October 2 mean one thing: winter is on the 
way. These involve the installation and 
management of a refrigerated rink in 
West mount Park for general skating as 
well as ensuring that snow is removed 
from city parking lots. 

The rink, to be installed for the fourth 

winter in the park, was again awarded to 
Synerglace Canada, the only bidder, at an 
amount of $95,975 plus taxes and a maxi-
mum of $100,762 including tax credits. 

“We’re excited to bring this back,” said 
Councillor Mary Gallery, in moving the res-
olution for the rink as commissioner of 
sports and recreation as well as parks. 

The rink has proven to be very well-used 
since first installed for the winter of 2020-
2021 to provide additional outdoor activ-
ities during COVID closures of municipal 
buildings. Its installation usually begins at 
the start of November but is “typically 
ready by November 20,” Mayor Christina 
Smith added. 

Parking lots 

The contract for snow clearing in city 
parking lots was awarded to Les Excava-
tions Super Inc. on a renewal option from 
last year in an amount of $83,780 including 
tax credits and a maximum of $91,750 
including taxes. These amounts compare 
to last year’s maximum of $89,106 and 
were lower than those quoted by Ventec 
Construction, the second bidder.

 

 

 

 

 

 

•  I NTE R I O R  D ES I G N  &  D E

•  D ES I G N E R  W I N D OW  C OVE

•   TEXT I L ES  &  B E D D I N

•  RU G S  &  AC C ES S O R I E

•  C U STOM  U P H O LSTE R

Valérie Morisset & Jacinthe

•  •  •  

 

C O R  •

E R I N G S  •

G  •

ES  •

RY  •

e Piotte

 

 

Showroom by appointment
10733 Saint-Laurent Blvd, Montreal QC H3L 2P8

bonjour@maisontuuli .com
maisontuuli.com

J
Interior Designers

•  •  • 

 

 

Where the refrigerated rink will go in Westmount 
Park, as seen October 16. Photo: Independent.
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

5300 Place Garland, CDN 
$310,000 

MLS # 14102163 
1 bdr, 1 bth, 1 gar, pool, gym

15 York, Westmount 
$980,000 

MLS # 25170122 
Grnd floor, 2 bdr, 2 bth++

Courtier immobilier / Real Estate Broker – Résidentiel & commercial

Sherbrooke & MacKay 
Golden Square Mile Retail Space 

$2,750 to $4,900 per mth 
1000 to 2,700 sf

j o s e p h m a r o v i t c h r e a l e s t a t e . c o m  
5 1 4 - 8 2 5 - 8 7 7 1  

R E M A X  A C T I O N  I N C  –  W E S T M O U N T

J O S E P H  M A R O V I T C H

MARKET UPDATE 
“The current real estate market is complicated. With rising rates and 

inflation, we are in a buyer’s market. It is not just a matter of listing 
and waiting or offering and purchase. Mortgage rates, prices 

and terms require hard negotiation. 
Property for sale requires more targeted exposure than a sign and 
centris. To navigate a storm, you need knowledge and experience.”

Supporters of Israel condemn Hamas attack 

By Jennifer Ball 

In the wake of Hamas’ attack on Israel 
October 7, hundreds of supporters of Israel 
gathered on Wood Ave. October 10 in front 
of Westmount Square, the site of the Israeli 
consulate. 

Arielle Lasry came to the protest wrap -
ped in an Israeli flag. Her message was 
barbed: “It is not up for debate! It is 
murder and it is something that everyone 
should be against and if you are not… then 
you are just as bad as the murderers.” 

Rabbi Rueben Poupko, who has served 
as spiritual leader of the Beth Israel Beth 
Aaron Congregation synagogue in Côte St. 
Luc since 1986, said, “We are Jews, we are 
proud and the nicest thing that anyone can 
say, about any one of us, is that we are 
Zionists who support the state of Israel.” 

Rabbi Adam Scheier, who is the senior 
rabbi at the Shaar Hasomayim at the 
corner of Côte St. Antoine and Kensington 
Ave., was present and also helped organize 
it. “We needed a chance to come out,” he 
said. 

“We need to hug each other because our 
hearts are broken.” 

Rabbi Scheier said it pained him greatly 
to see the support that Hamas had received 
for the attack and the hostage-taking of 
civilians. 

* 
On October 8, supporters of Palestine 

ended their march through downtown 
Montreal at the same place. There were 
also pro-Palestine counter-protestors there 
on October 10, but not when the Indepen-
dent’s reporter was on site.

A portion of the protest from the balcony of 1 Westmount Square, as seen October 10.



Palestinian supporters: ‘Do not punish everybody’ 

By Jennifer Ball 

“Do not punish everybody for the act of 
a few” was the resounding request from 
proponents of Palestine during a large-
scale assembly on October 13. 

Marchers filled the street at the corner 
of Wood Ave. and St. Catherine St. in 
south eastern Westmount on the evening 
of October 13 to sing songs, wave placards 
and fly Palestinian flags. They had march -
ed from the Guy-Concordia Metro station 

and started filling the crossing by 6 pm. 
Their final destination was the Israeli 

consulate at 1 Westmount Square. It was 
their second recent protest there, having 
gathered previously on October 8. Pro-
Israeli demonstrators gathered at the same 
place October 10. 

A police-tape perimeter was set up so 
that no one could gain entry into the shop-
ping mall and officers in white helmets 
armed with batons and shields were senti-
nels at the entranceways, including the 

parking ramps. 
One family spoke to the Independent on 

the corner of Wood Ave. and Sherbrooke 
St., although they preferred not to be 
named in print. 

“We feel that it is 1948 happening all 
over again,” said a female family member. 
“Today, Israeli told the Palestinians in Gaza 
to go south and then they bombed them 
on the way.” 

The father said, “We sympathize and 
we feel bad for all the people who were 
killed in the attack on Saturday, October 7. 
We do not approve of killing of civilians 
and we do not approve of any murder of 
any innocent people in any way, shape or 
form…but we also wish that the world 
would see the injustice that is being done 
to the Palestinian people…” 

Issam Sedki came to the protest, he 
said, because he saw images on the news 
of the bombings and was moved. “We 
brought all the kids. They are young, they 
are angry, and we took them out of school 
and we brought them because this is about 
humanity… 

“Justice means that you go and look for 
the people who are guilty. If you did some-

thing wrong, you should be punished for 
it, but you do not punish everybody for it.” 

Karim Nohra said Hamas’ actions on 
October 7 was a “form of resistance 
whether you like it or not, and it is trying 
to shed light on what is going on, because 
people were omitting to talk about Pales-
tine. Now we are talking about them.”
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Ouvert au public

Designer’s Source for Bedding
Showroom Hours: M-F/10-5 – Shop at TOILESHOWROOM.COM

330 Victoria Ave, Westmount – 514.486.2424

Lucky or unlucky licence plate? 

Seven is often considered a lucky number, but taxes less so. Do they even out here? As seen on 
Mount Stephen October 6. Photo: Independent.



Tours planned for visits 
to recycling plant, landfill site 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Westmount residents aged 8 and over 
will have an opportunity to participate in 
guided tours to a sorting centre on October 
23 and another on October 27 to a landfill 
site, both in connection with Quebec 
Waste Reduction Week. 

These are reserved for Westmount resi-
dents, with bus transportation leaving 
from the Westmount recreation centre 
(WRC). In both cases, participants must 
dress for the weather and wear closed-toe 
shoes. 

According to Sebastian Samuel, city 
communications director, registration is 
required either on the city website or from 
city hall at 514.989.5200. He said the bus 

is being rented by the city. 
The tour on October 23 is to the Société 

Via recycling sorting center in Lachine, 
with meeting time at 12 pm and return pro-
jected for 3:30 pm, but depending on traf-
fic conditions. 

More information at societevia.com. 
The tour October 27 will go to Enviro 

Connexions Complex landfill site in Ter-
rebonne for which the meeting time at the 
WRC is 12:30 pm with projected return 
around 5:30 pm, again depending on traf-
fic. More info: complexenviroconnexions.
com.
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▶Where will the contents of this recycling bin, 
as seen October 12 on St. Catherine near Park 
Place, end up? Westmounters have an oppor-
tunity to find out this month. Photo: Independent.

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING 

To interested persons of the City of Westmount (the “City”): 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given of the following: 

At its regular sitting held on Monday, September 18, 2023, the Municipal 1.
Council adopted, by resolution, the draft of By-law No. 1606 entitled “BY-
LAW TO FURTHER AMEND BY-LAW 1305 ON SITE PLANNING AND 
ARCHITECTURAL INTEGRATION PROGRAMS – CONSTRUCTION IN 
FRONT OF THE BUILDING LINE AND TEMPORARY SIGNAGE”. 

The object of this by-law is to ensure consistency with the dispositions 2.
concerning zoning further to the modification provided for in draft By -Law 
No 1605 

Council will hold a public consultation meeting on Wednesday, October 25, 3.
2023, at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chamber of City Hall at 4333 Sherbrooke 
Street West in Westmount. The meeting will be broadcasted live on Zoom. 

To attend the Zoom meeting, please use the following link: 

zoom.us/j/98963358600?pwd=OUJRZUEvVE9oTnh4ZGJnRytzclJodz09 

The purpose of this public consultation meeting is to explain draft By-law No. 4.
1606. The person presiding will explain the draft by-law and will hear every 
person wishing to express an opinion. 

The draft by-law No. 1606 contains no provisions making it a by-law subject 5.
to approval by way of referendum. 

The Interested persons may consult the first draft of By-law No. 1606 and 6.
obtain copies at the Office of the City Clerk, at City Hall, during business 
hours or consult it on the City’s website at the following address: 

westmount.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Reglement-1601_projet.pdf 

GIVEN at Westmount, Quebec, this October 17, 2023. 

Denis Ferland 
City Clerk

www.westmount.org

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING 

To interested persons of the City of Westmount (the “City”): 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given of the following: 

At its regular sitting held on Monday, September 18, 2023, the Municipal 1.
Council adopted, by resolution, the draft of By-law No. 1605 entitled “BY-
LAW TO FURTHER AMEND BY-LAW 1303 RESPECTING ZONING”. 

The object of this by-law is to amend several provisions of the zoning by-law 2.
to correct issues of interpretation, consistency and understanding, as well as 
to better control the installation of certain structures. 

Council will hold a public consultation meeting on Wednesday, October 25, 3.
2023, at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chamber of City Hall at 4333 Sherbrooke 
Street West in Westmount. The meeting will be broadcasted live on Zoom. 

To attend the Zoom meeting, please use the following link: 

zoom.us/j/98963358600?pwd=OUJRZUEvVE9oTnh4ZGJnRytzclJodz09 

The purpose of this public consultation meeting is to explain draft By-law No. 4.
1606. The person presiding will explain the draft by-law and will hear every 
person wishing to express an opinion. 

The draft by-law No. 1605 contains provisions making it a by-law subject to 5.
approval by way of referendum and it concerns the whole territory of the 
municipality. 

The Interested persons may consult the first draft of By-law No. 1605 and 6.
obtain copies at the Office of the City Clerk, at City Hall, during business 
hours or consult it on the City’s website at the following address: 

westmount.org/projet_reglement_1605 

GIVEN at Westmount, Quebec, this October 17, 2023. 

Denis Ferland 
City Clerk

www.westmount.org



City worried about impact of climate change 

Contract awarded for storm water retention services 
By Laureen Sweeney 

As a recent fallout from heavy down-
pours was attributed to climate warming, 
city council October 2 awarded a contract 
to JFSA Quebec for professional services 
regarding storm-water retention for the 
remainder of this year at a cost $18,263 
including tax credits and a maximum of 
$141,419 including taxes. 

While bids had been received from 
three other firms, all quotes were subjected 
to the city’s system of bid weighting and 
evaluating based on a number of consider-
ations, including quality and experience. 

Anyone who watched the impact of 
flood ing on New York City September 29 
“will agree” how important storm water 
management is and its impact from cli-
mate change, Mayor Christina Smith said. 
This flooding caused the city to declare a 
state of emergency when the sewer could 
not handle the accumulation of rain. 

Reducing water in sewers 

While efforts in Westmount over many 
years have taken place to reduce amounts 
of rain that sewers will need to handle as 
water pours down the mountainside, the 
impact of climate change now poses a sig-
nificant future challenge, according to 
some. 

The city has incorporated reduction 
measures with the creation of soft vegeta-
tion along sidewalks into the reconstruc-
tion of both Lexington (see story March 29, 
2022, p. 5) and Mount Pleasant this year 
(see story, April 18, 2023, p. 5). These have 
been referred to in Montreal recently as 
“sponge” sidewalks. 

Retention parks (sponge parks) were 
also created under the Westmount Athletic 
Grounds and just south of the Westmount 
recreation centre (WRC) some 10 years ago. 

These have resulted in part in alleviat-
ing the flooding of homes, stores and other 

buildings around Hillside and St. Cather-
ine, recalls former councillor Cynthia Lul-
ham. Her house at Irvine and St. Catherine 
had been flooded five times between 2001 
and 2012. “But not since then.” 

Interestingly, some of those side streets 
were originally built with grass and trees 
between the sidewalk and street but these 
were subsequently removed to increase 
parking, she pointed out. Abbott’s still re -
mains.
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The storm basin between the Westmount recreation centre and St. Catherine, above, and Abbott 
Ave. south of St. Catherine, below, on October 12. Photos: Independent.

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

FOR RENT
FALL 2023

Townhouse 
Upper duplex 
Lower duplex 

4 br / 4 ba
2 br / 1 ba
3 br / 2 ba

Please contact
514-826-4400

314lansdowne@gmail.com
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Police Report 

More cars stolen, fallout from Hamas/Israel 
war felt in Westmount 
By Martin C. Barry 

Although there was a decline in the 
number of car thefts in Westmount, police 
at Station 12 still had their hands full last 
week dealing with one vehicle theft and an 
attempt, as well as noisy pro- and anti-
Israel demonstrations outside the Israeli 
consulate on St. Catherine St. 

Strangely enough, the two car incidents 
occurred on the same day, in almost the 
same location, and involved a similar make 
of vehicle, although not a luxury model as 
was the case with up to a dozen vehicle 
thefts in Westmount over the past few 
months. 

Sometime between 8 am and 8 pm on 
October 6, an attempt was made to steal a 
Hyundai Tucson SUV that was parked 
near the corner of Clarke Ave. and de Mai-
sonneuve Blvd. 

“From what I can gather from the two 
reports, it looks like they tried to steal the 
first vehicle and it didn’t work out,” said 
Cst. Mike Yigit, Station 12’s community 
relations officer. 

In the second instance, a Kia Soul that 
was parked at 10:30 pm on October 6 
around the same area as the first incident 
was reported stolen shortly after 5 am the 
following day when the owner was unable 
to locate it. 

While the two makes (Hyundai and Kia 
are partly owned by the same company) 
have become notorious for being stolen 
because it is easy to override their elec-
tronic ignition systems, Cst. Yigit specu-
lated that in this case the perpetrator may 
have been interested simply in taking a 
vehicle for the short term, “just to get from 
point A to point B,” he said. 

Local effect of Middle East war 

Repercussions from the brewing war 
between Hamas and the state of Israel 
were felt in Westmount last week, as sup-
porters for both sides gathered at different 
times outside the Israeli consulate on St. 
Catherine St. to stage demonstrations and 
protests. 

A “Day of Rage” proclaimed by Hamas 
supporters for last Friday caused police at 

Station 12 to be placed on heightened alert 
during that period, as did a demonstration 
of pro-Israel supporters outside the Israeli 
consulate a few days earlier. 

“We’ve been reaching out to all the Jew-
ish organizations and community centres 
in Westmount,” said Cst. Yigit. “We’ve been 
in contact to reassure them of our pres-
ence.”



Three seasons on Olivier, steps from Cinq Saisons 

Grasses have never looked so great. 
Petals may have disappeared but garden 

designer Kal Sterling has fashioned inter-
esting installations with authoritatively 
edited grasses for a client at de Maison-
neuve and Olivier. Their verticality is bal-
anced by low-crouching moss and act as a 
foil to the three-season flowering garden 
nestled in its corner of Westmount. 

Tall ornamental asparagus fronds wave 
wispily, luring the eye to a delicate fall-
blooming yellow clambering clematis. 

Sterling, trained with “a large landscap-
ing firm,” has been working on gardens for 
over 20 years. Her designs are created with 
innovative compositions and textures: she 
has re-thought the concept of a garden. 

Grasses’ structure set off perennials’ 
changing shapes and colours: “I like the 
idea of a sense of flow.” 

The eye roves from admiring grouped 
plants to silhouettes. Pretty Japanese an -
em one beckon behind the sculptural ver-

ticals of swamp horsetail grass (equisetum 
fluviatile, since you asked). 

The garden is full of fabulous plants 
throughout the season. Change occurs 
backstage, behind the theatrical grasses. 
Some perennials return. Sterling clipped 
a Delft-blue delphinium back and it has re-
bloomed – in October! 

And as all gardeners know, terroir is cru-
cial: “I use shrimp compost and manure.” 
She doesn’t put down the acres of black 

mulch that one often sees, as “it’s difficult 
to turn the earth.” 

Like a garden, Sterling’s approach 
changes. As “the grass here is not doing 
well with too much shade,” she has already 
set out clouds of clover. It will sprout next 
spring, elixir for bees. 

Along with silhouettes and shapes, she 
plays with patterns. Euphorbia’s striated 
leaves add interest; a foil to its neighbours. 

Then, there’s also fragrance. All-seasonal 

summer-sweet clethra 
(clethra alniflora) 
“smells like jasmine” 
adding another ace to 
this exceptional space. 
In one corner, gorg-
eous look-at-me 
mauve hibiscus rose 
of Sharon sit ready for 
selfies amidst tall 
purple verbena. She 
has 25 clients and is 
busy creating fall urns 
– one of which sits 
proudly above the Oli-
vier garden. Like 
everything she de-
signs, it too has a mix 
of shapes and textures. 
Sculptural cabbages 

sit cheerfully with, yes, grasses. 
Her garden is not crowded. Space 

allows the compositions to breathe – both 
literally and artistically. Kal Sterling im -
bues her spaces with such a sense of 
delight that people stop to discover, a wel-
come respite from gardens with owners 
who are impatient: enter the impatiens. 
Massive mounds of this monochromatic 
basic may change now that a new concept 
is growing.
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Contractors ticketted for blocking bike paths 
Two contractors whose vehicles block-

ing bike paths in different locations 
October 10 were ticketted $1,317 each, Pub-
lic Security officials said last week. In both 
cases, no permit had been obtained to 
occupy the public domain, which would 
require safety measures to be undertaken. 

The first incident was discovered at 9:12 
am by a patroller who noticed a lift block-
ing the bike path and sidewalk at Prince 
Albert and de Maisonneuve outside the 
construction site of a new residential devel-
opment. 

At 11:37 am, a contractor’s vehicle was 
spotted parked on the bike path outside 
200 Lansdowne, and facing the wrong 
direction. A pile of cement blocks was also 
blocking the sidewalk. 

Missing man found 
on Forden after 
too much to drink 

A missing 19-year-old man from New 
York State was reported found on Forden 
Ave. October 8, according to Public Secur-

ity officials who had been given a photo of 
him by police. The man had apparently 
asked for assistance at 9 am from a nearby 
house, whose resident called officers. 

On arrival at the scene, patrollers rec-
ognized the man from the photo they had 
and handed him over to police. 

He ex plain ed he had awakened in the 
morning in a parked car after being out 
with friends and having had too much to 
drink and found the battery in his phone 
was dead. Police transported him back to 
a hotel.

Perfect Buddy 

A stunning white long-hair with shades 
of caramel and brown, Buddy is captivat-
ing. His exquisite amber eyes are such a 
golden contrast to his tabby markings as 
well. 

Buddy is in a temporary foster home for 
the Montreal SPCA at the moment and his 
foster family reports that he is most loving 
and affectionate, playful and funny. He 
enjoys sleeping in the bed and cuddling on 
the sofa. He is also very attentive when a 
person is on the cellular phone or at the 
computer, when he likes to pay attention 
as if to join in. 

Buddy is eight years young, very healthy, 
up to date with his inoculations, neutered 
and microchipped. 

If you would like more information on 
him, please do not hesitate to go to the 
Montreal SPCA website at www.spca.com, 
then refer to Buddy’s information page 
through his identification number, 
2000041588, then click on the “Fill Out The 
Form” link to access the information page 
to complete and send back to the adoption 

counsellors. 
With this profile to refer to, a member 

of their team will contact you to discuss 
Buddy and your family’s interest in order 
to plan an adoption interview, which is the 
most important step to bring Buddy home 
to a forever family. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Cute Lucky 

Lucky is a beautiful white-and-cream 
two-year-old beagle type with the softest 
ears, warm brown eyes and wonderful 
smile. 

A great little fellow, he is waiting at the 
Montreal SPCA kennel for a family to take 
him home as soon as possible. 

He is very healthy, up to date on his 
inoculations, neutered and microchipped. 

Young Lucky is very affectionate and 
playful, happy to join in cuddly compan-
ionship, fun walks and interactive play. 

For more information on him, please 
refer to the Montreal SPCA website at 
www.spca.com, then scroll to Buddy’s 
information page by his identification 
number, A0052365744, then plan your visit 
to the shelter. 

It is open every day as of 10 am and it is 
located at 5215 Jean Talon St. West, in Côte 
des Neiges H4P 1X4. Lucky is such a sweet-
heart, a great friend for a family to wel-
come in our neighbourhood. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler
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Snuff Bottles

Highest Prices Paid 
JEWELRY • PAINTINGS 

GOLD • SILVER 
Coach House 

1331 Greene Av #200 
Westmount 

514-937-6191 
c o achluxury.c om

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 

Buy a classified in the 
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Interior Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, efficient, reasonable rates 
and references provided Lucie 514-944-2763. 

Offices to Rent 
400 sq ft beautiful offices to sublet in Vic Village; reasonable 
rent w/incentives; call 514-487-6886, 514-754-1527 leave v/m. 

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
to 300 words and submit before Friday 
10 am to be considered for publication 

the following week. Email us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com
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professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our 
business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage 
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it 
is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our 
personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio 
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across 
Canada, with over $  billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and 
comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to 
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Jean-François Dion, 
Senior Portfolio Manager, 

dvisor
or Sholom Tabak, 
Senior Wealth A r,
at 514-878-4216

1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal 

kentwealth.com
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JILL PRÉVOST

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

Visit all my properties 

jillprevost.com
R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

514.591.0804

INSIDE INSPECTIONS 

Time to check the batteries, 

In ALL smoke detectors in the house, 

Look for gaps that lead to outside, 

'Cuz even a tiny hole can fit a mouse!

OUTSIDE OVERHAUL 

The leaves are falling on your roof, 

Make sure the drains and gutters are clean, 

Shut outside taps + store hoses inside, 

Plant bulbs if you want your garden seen!

UPSTAIRS UPKEEP 

Clean out your A/C filters + ducts, 

Prevent the growth of mould, 

Check all your door and window seals, 

Book a service call if your furnace is old!

DOWNSTAIRS DONATIONS 

The basement is where you put all your junk, 

So, DONATE to those in NEED, 

The holidays will be hard this year, 

Teach the kids to do a GOOD DEED!

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty  
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me. 

WHAT YOU SHOULD BE DOING FOR YOUR HOME NOW!

Homeowner Tip #84 
Solid-fuel-burning fireplaces were 

banned as of Oct 1 + must be declared 
to Westmount by Dec 30th. Unless 

approved, you cannot use them except 
if the power's out for 3+ hours!


