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Clothing Swap coming to Vic
Hall for Earth Day, April 22

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A new idea with an old twist is being
introduced by the city for this year’s Earth
Day on Saturday, April 22 at 1 pm. It's a
Clothing Swap, modelled in part after the
city’s former perennial plant exchange and
timed for Earth Day, which is already at a
time of year when people begin cleaning
out the closet for spring.

“Bring a few pre-loved items of clothing,
clean and in good condition, that you're no
longer wearing and swap them with friends
and neighbours this Earth Day,” said Donna
Lach, assistant director of the library and
community events. “Upscale your wardrobe
and get something for free,” she added.

The exchange is being introduced by
Community Events “to provide a sustain-
able way to re-use, recycle and re-purpose
those items that get hidden away at the
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back of a closet — or no longer fit — without
throwing them out as garbage.”

Using a similar system to the plant ex-
change, anyone with clean clothes in good
condition can take them in to Victoria Hall
on the Thursday and Friday, April 20 and 21,
as well as up to 11 am on the day of the swap.

Once the doors open at 1 pm, people
will be able to choose up to 10 items and
later can take back any of their own
donated clothes that have not been chosen
by other shoppers.

“Any of the donated clothes that are not
chosen by anyone else will be donated to a
shelter, so this is also a good way of helping
others.”

People can choose clothes even if they
did not donate any, Lach said. “We're trying

Officer Pimentel retires this week
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to have an exchange but the spirit is about
sharing.” Included in the swap are shoes,
handbags and scarves.

Seen here outside Station 12 on Stanton St. March 31, community relations officer Constable Adal-
bert Pimentel is retiring after serving for 30 years with the Montreal police department. See story
on p. 24.

PHoTo: MARTIN C. BARRY

Destruction/construction season is coming!

Demolition meeting posted
for 3 summit-area homes

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A demolition hearing into applications
concerning three houses on the summit is
set for May 29 and announced last week.
While this is almost two months away, any
opposing comments must be submitted to
the city’s office within a 10-day period
expected to mean Thursday, April 6.

Signs were to have been posted outside

the concerned properties. These include at
10 Roxborough, where it is proposed to
demolish the entire split-level house to
build a two-storey one, and at 21 Oakland
and 94 Sunnyside, where the requests call
for some 60-percent demolition, including
roof areas, to make way for additions.

Details of the plans have been posted
on the city’s website ac-

cessed from Resident continued on p. 14
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Council approves use of French doors

Resident gets permit
benefit of ‘administrative error’

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

City council approved a resolution at its
meeting March 20 authorizing a resident
to proceed with the installation of French
doors for a rear facade.

The resolution states that at its meet-
ings November 15-17, the Planning Advis-
ory Committee (PAC) had issued a “favour-
able recommendation for an option of
French doors without small wood on the
rear fagade.” (This “small wood” refers to
what is sometimes known as “simulated
divided lites” (SDL), intended to imitate
historical window muntins.)

While the applicant had submitted two
options — with and without the SDLs,
Councillor Conrad Peart later told the Inde-
pendent as commissioner of urban plan-
ning, “the applicant was led to believe that

both options had been approved and had
ordered the one with the SDLs.”

This was explained in the resolution as,
“an administrative error was made in the
communication to the applicant regarding
the favourable approval.”

As a result, the applicant placed an
order “in good faith” from the manufac-
turer leading to the production of the doors
(with SDLs) being initiated.

In moving the resolution, Peart,
explained that rescinding the recom-
mended approval “would cause financial
prejudice to the applicant by requiring
modifications.”

As a result, and “whereas the difference
between the two options” and the location
at the rear of the property would make the
difference “negligible,” the motion was
adopted by the council.

Large fallen branch restricts access to greened space

City of Westmount tree crews were
called March 26 at 8:45 am to look after a
large tree branch that was discovered to
have fallen in the green space between
Prospect Park and the railway tracks, Pub-
lic Security officials said.
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1926 TUPPER | SHAUGHNESSY VILLAGE | $3,600/MO.
2-storey, 4-bedroom, renovated apartment with beautiful
mouldings + exposed brick, parking + big terrace.
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The branch was pointed out to a public
safety officer, who identified where the
branch had fallen from and called to have
it removed. It was described as blocking
access to the area.

Public Security
returns found purse
with passport to owner

A resident of Elm Ave. handed over a
purse containing personal papers and a
passport to a public safety officer March 27,
Public Security officials said. The man
stated it had not been in his parking apron
when he had left but found it on his return
home.

The purse was reported to have been
returned to the owner. She was subse-
quently identified as someone having an
address in downtown Montreal. No other
details were available.

1926A TUPPER | SHAUGHNESSY VILLAGE | $1, 450/M0
2-bedroom basement apartment with exposed brick in
a beautiful Victorian Greystone steps from downtown.

514.591.0804
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A LEADER IN
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Outremont Exclusive 4641 Rue Stanley-Weir, Westmount Adj
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NoO TO DRAG FOR KIDS,
YES TO AUTHORS

Open letter to Mayor Christina Smith and
Councillor Jeff Shamie

The Westmount Independent (March 28,
p- 14) reported on the Drag Storytime at
the Westmount Public Library, subse-
quently moved to Victoria Hall.

Sexualizing young children is wrong
and unacceptable, both in the library and
in municipal buildings. This woke junk
[should not take place at the library.]

And if you want storytime, try getting
some authors, many of whom are strug-
gling to make a living.

ALEX SIMONELIS, SHERBROOKE ST.

DRAG OKAY, BUT NOT FOR
ELEMENTARY AUDIENCES

The performance of drag queens is not
a problem in terms of entertainment but

-
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Montreal Family Photographer
In Studio + At Home

Capturing Authentic Family Moments
438 300-1035 www.maryamsoutham.com
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

On recrute

des instructeurs
We’re recruiting

instructors

Le Service des sports et loisirs de Westmount
recherche des instructeurs pour les disciplines suivantes :

Westmount’s Sports and Recreation Department

LETTERS TO

only insofar as it pertains to an educational
agenda that has no place in elementary
schools.

The current gender activists have no
respect for natural growth or the process
of maturity. Yet they argue as if only they
have the moral high ground since they can
provide social justice to 10-year-olds. At
that age, children don’t care about the
defence of rights; they care about the explo-
ration of innocence. Sexual autonomy
implies the stability of mind to compre-
hend that one’s biological destiny is not a
choice of costume.

Should we not care whether that sort of
juvenile freedom can lead to serious mis-
takes ending in mental derangement and
suicide?

L. S. CarTarINI, NDG

Is WESTMOUNT THE
SMOKING SECTION OF
THE ISLAND OF MONTREAL?

We now look back with a combination
of amusement, shame and disgust at a
time when smoking was permitted in cer-
tain sections of an airplane — with all pas-
sengers, in reality, sharing the same pol-
luted air.

When it comes to our unrestricted use

WESTMOUN

is seeking instructors for the following disciplines:

ULTIMATE FRISBEE

Les mardis de 18 h a 19 h du 2 mai au 20 juin 2023
Tuesdays from 6 to 7 p.m. from May 2 to June 20, 2023

FLAG FOOTBALL

Les mercredis de 17 h & 19 h du 3 mai au 21 juin 2023
Wednesdays from 5 to 7 p.m. from May 3 to June 21, 2023

BASEBALL

Du lundi au jeudi de 17 h a 18 h du 1 mai au 22 juin 2023
Monday to Thursday from 5 to 6 p.m. May 1 to June 22, 2023

Veuillez faire parvenir votre i a:recr

Date limite pour appliquer : LE 12 AVRIL 2023

org

i)

Please send your ication to: r
Application deadline: APRIL 12, 2023

org ﬁ‘

Info : 5149895383 | St

westmount.org | WESTMOUNT

THE EDITOR

of wood-burning stoves and fireplaces, the
city of Westmount is now that smoking
section on the island of Montreal. The
hazards of the toxic smoke emanating
from these appliances are well docu-
mented and cannot be disputed. Provincial
and federal studies have clearly proven the
noxious effects of such emissions on the
health of residents. As a result, the city of
Montreal and the responsible city councils
representing the vast majority of our
island’s population have imposed restric-
tions on the use of wood-burning
appliances.

Where does Westmount place itself in
this context? Again, when it comes to envi-
ronmental matters, we shamefully lag far
behind. The issue has been brought up
before in our community with former
mayor Peter Trent and former councillor
Cynthia Lulham defending our right to
continue with the use of these fireplaces
and stoves. (See Westmount Independent,
August 30-31, 2011, p. 1 and September 8,
2015, p. 1).

Ata recent city council meeting our cur-
rent mayor and city council seem to have
made a meagre and laughable attempt in
addressing the issue by introducing the
“Notice of Motion By-law 1600: Concerning

WESTMOUNT 378 OLIVIER

Lovely townhouse ideally located on
the flats of Westmount; 2 car garage

(a rarity), 3+1 bedroom; 2+2 bathroom.
Close to shops, restaurants, parks,
$6,800/month

all transportation plus.
MLS: 20589827

PROFUSION

IMMOBILIER

Forbes

solid fuel heating and cooking devices and
fireplaces.” The intent of this by-law
appears to restrict the use of wood-burning
appliances — but only in the COMMER-
CIAL sector.

Are there any businesses in Westmount
that use such appliances? Why are we
limiting this by-law to such an insignificant
— even non-existent — population?

Why have we not followed in the foot-
steps of most other responsible commu-
nities to restrict their use in the residential
sector as well?

Our Westmount community is edu-
cated, affluent and privileged. I am embar-
rassed that our privilege appears disre-
spectful and contemptuous to other
citizens breathing the same air on our
island of Montreal.

RicHARD DUFOUR, ANWOTH RD.

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve the
right to choose and edit them. Please limit
to 300 words and submit before Friday
10 am to be considered for publication
the following week. Eemail us at:
editor@westmountindependent.com

/

pe |
Bunny Berke

Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928

PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY
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Under-11 girls win!
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Westmount’s M11 BF team wear their medals April 2 after winning the girls regional championship for Lac St. Louis. They defeated the Storm Gris team from the Sud-Ouest Hockey Association at the
Pierrefonds area. From left, top row: coach Edward Harvey and Chloe Ho, Eloise Rodriguez, Elizabeth San Gregorio, Cecilia Chadwick, Reagan Piccioni, Audrey Pitfield, Keiran Martin, coaches Caroline
Parent-Harvey and Stephanie Parent-Harvey; bottom: Emma Veronneau, Cassidy Landrigan, Sophie Mantha, Stella West, Abigail Waters, Eva Clark, Stella Morganstein, Chloe Veronneau. Absent from
the phOtO was Romy Garshagen. See page 12 fOF more hockey. PHOTO COURTESY OF WESTMOUNT SPORTS AND RECREATION.

VILLE DE | CITY OF

WESTMOUNT CANADIAN High School

in
FETE DE PAQUES : Welcoming Grade 12 and e
Fermetures et modifications aux services Gap Year Students : NEUCHATEL
Les bureaux administratifs de la Ville seront fermés le vendredi 7 avril et r v IU NIOR COLLEGE
le lundi 10 avril 2023 pour la féte de Paques. WWW.NJC.CH I i Furield e 1956 Swdane Soep Ouiside

La Bibliothéque publique et le Conservatoire de Westmount seront fermés
le vendredi, le dimanche et le lundi et ouverts le samedide 10 ha 17 h.
Le centre Victoria Hall sera fermé du vendredi au lundi inclusivement.

Les collectes d’ordures et de résidus alimentaires auront lieu selon
I’horaire habituel.

EASTER HOLIDAY:
Closures and changes to services

The City’s administrative offices will be closed Friday, April 7" and
Monday, April 10™, 2023 for the Easter holiday.

Westmount’s Public Library and Conservatory will be closed Friday,
Sunday, and Monday, and open Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Victoria Hall will be closed Friday through Monday inclusively.

The garbage and kitchen waste collections will take place according
to the usual schedule.

westmount.org
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EDITORIAL

Proposed Chateau Maisonneuve zoning change bad for residents, undemocratic

Editor David Price lives in a zone contiguous
to 4998 de Maisonneuve Blvd. and across
from the building’s exterior York St. parking
lot. He invites the building’s owner, the city’s
politicians and the city’s unelected employees
to reply at equal length (one column per
group) if they so choose. This column is about

3,000 words long. As with all letters and col-

umns, submissions will be edited.

Please tell us of your intention to write by
Wednesday at 11 am and submit by Friday at
noon for publication the next week.

The time stamps (e.g. 6:59) in this edi-
torial refer to the city’s video of its March 22
public meeting at city hall, available here:
wwwyoutube.com /watch?v=C92Cp0D34T0

Well, this is awkward.

I live in a planning zone next to the Cha-
teau Maisonneuve apartment/office build-
ing at 4998 de Maisonneuve. Its owner,
Creccal Investments Ltd., is proposing
major changes to its municipal zoning (see
March 28, p. 10), namely that:

- only 40 percent of residential units in
its building be required to be greater
than 700 sq. ft. (implied by discussion
at 21:00) — as opposed to the current
requirement that 60 percent be greater
than 700 sq. ft. (6:59), and

- the required ratio of parking spots to
residential units be 0.66:1 or greater,
instead of 1:1 (24:31).

These changes will make its proposed
conversion of floors 2 to 5 of its building
from office space to residential possible
from a regulatory point of view.

I congratulate the Creccal represen-
tatives on a clear and upfront, 25-minute
presentation regarding the facts of their
building and their desires for it. I also
thank them for answering some questions
of mine last week by email.

Do I keep mum and let people speculate
about my views? Or do I lay it all out for
everyone to know, support and/or criticize?

Let’s not pussyfoot around. In the spirit
of being clear and upfront, in just two
pages, let me say this: I oppose the pro-
posed changes.

Zoning law

Municipal zoning law is a bizarre beast.
Over and over again, I have seen devel-
opers — unbuttressed by public opinion —
propose changes to zoning rules so that

they can build what they want.

Oddly, developers — usually a single, for-
profit, company — go to the city to ask for
a change (which is often well received), but
itis then on residents to organize to defend
a law that their elected representatives have
already voted in.

Shouldn’t changes to laws be the other
way around? (I.e. many people asking for a
change, not one profit-maximizing entity.)

At times, developers even end up effec-
tively enlisting elements of the city into
their development teams. Nowhere was
this more evident than at the March 22
public meeting on this proposal, at which
a city employee kicked off the proceedings
by helpfully dispelling rumours about the
proposed change (5:26).

Then representatives of Creccal said:
“Thank you to the planning committee for
all your assistance on this application pro-
cess” (10:38), that they had received “posi-
tive feedback from the planning commit-
tee” (12:37) and “the urban planning com-
mittee is supportive of our plans” (19:19).
None of this was contradicted by the Urban
Planning staff present.

More awkwardness! Councillor Conrad
Peart felt obliged to clarify “For the benefit
of everybody here: you used the term ‘plan-
ning committee,’ [but] it kind of has a
special meaning here... That refers to our
PAC [the city’s Planning Advisory Commit-
tee] and it is not the Urban Planning
department. The Urban Planning is the
administrative side of things. I believe that
is who you were referring to” (33:51).

What would Westmounters prefer?
Developers getting “positive feedback”
from city employees, whose salaries are
funded, directly or indirectly, by residents?
Or (hypothetically) that the external advis-
ors on the PAC be “supportive” of devel-
opers’ requests to change democratically
created law? Is “neither” an option?

Shouldn’t unelected city employees be
charged with enforcing the existing rules,
not be champions for non-voting com-
panies that want to change democratically
enacted laws? To the best of my knowl-
edge, not one area resident is asking for
this zoning change.

For clarity, I am not implying that the
representatives of Creccal or the city’s
employees have done anything against cur-
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rent law or practice. Rather, I am asking
the question: should this way of working
be the practice?

Municipal zoning law is the only law
that I know of that works in this way. The
clear, established law ends up being more
of a suggestion or an opening bargaining
position than fixed law.

To protect and serve residents, law
should be known and fixed — unless a large
group of voters wants to change it and then
elected representatives do so.

What are residents saying?

So how does it look to voters?

Firstly, residents don’t wander around
thinking, or even knowing, about zoning
law. It is not a topic of daily conversation
(until someone proposes changes like
here) and indeed is quite mysterious.

What they do know is that they like their
neighbourhoods (which is why they moved
there). What becomes evident as they learn
about an area’s zoning by-laws (again,
when someone proposes a change) is that
their neighbourhood’s character has been
created and preserved by a tapestry of laws
passed by previous city councils, often
going back decades. They rely on the exist-
ing by-laws for the enjoyment of their prop-
erties and neighbourhood, even if they do
not know what they are.

Nowhere is this more apparent than
near 4998 de Maisonneuve. The massive
building itself does not fit the neighbour-
hood and would likely not be permitted
today, but the city councils of yesteryear
did impose zoning requirements on the
building, including requiring a mix of unit
sizes tilted in favour of larger ones and a
unit-to-parking-space ratio of 1 to 1.

This tapestry of laws (a pre-construction
compromise perhaps?) shaped the neigh-
bourhood. Why are there already not more
units in the Chiteau? Because of these
laws. Why is there an abundance of park-
ing, and a price for parking that reflects
that relative abundance? Because of these
laws. Why is a prime piece of urban real
estate used only as an exterior parking lot?
Because of these laws (although not direct-
ly the ones at issue here).

What happens if two strands — the mix
of unit sizes allowed and the parking ratio
required — are pulled out of the tapestry?

Who knows? But it is hard to see how it
benefits residents.

So what is on residents’ minds?

Construction! Nearby in NDG, three
major projects have gone up in the last 10
years: the super-hospital, the new de Mai-
sonneuve entrance to the Vendéme Metro

station and the still-under-construction
Groupe Maurice seniors’ home at Clare-
mont and de Maisonneuve, across the street
from the Chiteau. All led to some combi-
nation of noise, dust and traffic issues.

In Westmount, one or one-and-a-half
blocks from the Chateau, there has been
the conversion of an office building on
York St. and there is the still-under-con-
struction Albert Square project at Prince
Albert and de Maisonneuve — both office-
to-residential conversions — and there has
been major street work on various blocks.

Development and pro-development
politicians are quick to point out that con-
struction is temporary. True, but why
should voters change an already agreed-on
law so that they can put up with any nui-
sance? Leave things as they are, obey the
law and we will all get along fine.

So, if residents, who (unlike companies)
elect councillors, are not asking for these
changes to their laws, and if they are preoc-
cupied with something that this project
might noticeably create (i.e. construction),
why should council consider it?

And let’s remember that council mem-
bers did not run on this change, nor — to
the best of my memory — with a declared
orientation in favour of changes like it.
They have no mandate in this matter.

Looking at the arguments for

Developers are adept at presenting their
desires in vogue-ish language and this ten-
dency was on full display March 22 in my
opinion.

“Montreal and Canada-wide is experi-
encing a shortage of housing,” (16:24) said
one of Creccal’s representatives at the
March 22 presentation, while another said
“We have a housing crisis” (32:40).

Maybe. But who should be addressing
this issue? Who is “we”? Westmount? Or
the province? Or the country? And why
should already population-dense West-
mount and even denser Westmount-
below-Sherbrooke become even denser to
alleviate it? Why not pick a less-dense area
of the island of Montreal and put up some
buildings there? According to Statistics
Canada (www150.statcan.gc.ca/nl/daily-
quotidien/220209/t004a-eng.htm), West-
mount is already the fifth-most dense
municipality in Canada and the second-
most dense in Quebec!

Also, Westmount below Sherbrooke
comprises about half of Westmount’s
population, but only about 36 percent of
its land, making it very, very dense already.

Is Density a god with an unsatiable
appetite? When can residents say: “We're
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good. We will stay at this density”?

Please remember that the developers
are proposing adding 102 households to
the current 243 in the building — a 42-per-
cent increase! To compare, the Albert
Square project at Prince Albert and de Mai-
sonneuve is only adding eight households.

While these 102 households will replace
offices, it is possible (likely?) that the net
effect will be more traffic (vehicles and
otherwise) to the neighbourhood. Offices
can be filled with workers, or empty of
people, or somewhere in between. On the
other hand, residences get used —and the peak
hours are all in sync with each other (unlike
in a mixed office/residence building).

The same vogue-ish type of statement
was made by a Creccal representative about
attracting younger residents or “population
regeneration” (31:20), including: “we really
need to start attracting those young profes-
sionals, these young couples, to balance
out that age pyramid,” (31:32).

Why should a profit-focussed private
company, or a property-taxing municipal
council, have a view on whether West-
mount is filled with old people? What’s
wrong with old people? And why should
residents pay with density for the desired
population pyramid of Westmount central
planners or a for-profit company?

Even if you want companies and mun-
icipal councils centrally planning popula-
tions, who is to say that young people will
flock to these units?

Also, remember that Westmount is not
an island or a fort or a prison. If young
people whom we like (e.g. children, grand-
children, friends) live in NDG or down-

town or St. Henri, they are not lost to us.

Similarly, vogue-ish remarks were made
about sustainable transportation (27:34) —
including mentions of two Communauto
vehicles on site, planned electric vehicle
charging stations, bicycle parking, (some)
free Opus cards and (some) free Bixi
passes. These things might drive down
residents’ desire for their own cars, but it
is not a guarantee. On the other hand, a
law that requires space to accommodate
vehicles does guarantee that those spaces
exist and a law that requires certain unit
sizes limits the number of households.

The representatives for Creccal also told
the audience that they were not renting
most of their office space. But how are we
to know why? Perhaps it is asking too
much money in rent. Or perhaps its other
rental terms are too tough in some specific
way. Or perhaps, if the money that it is
hoping to spend on these residences were
spent on the existing offices, they would
rent in a flash. Or perhaps the whole office-
rental market is about to turn around and
office space will be hot in a year or two.

More profoundly, it is not the residents’
issue. While everyone wishes this long-
standing Westmount-based business well,
it bought the building 40 years ago (11:43)
and has been running it under the current
zoning regime for some time. We all oper-
ate under government rules that we don’t
always like.

Unlike developers, though, if a resident
faces financial headwinds on Montrose Ave.
or Westmount Ave. or The Boulevard in
mid-Westmount, he or she cannot go to the
city and propose a bunch of major zoning

4998 de Maisonneuve by the numbers

How much parking does the Chiteau
have now?

Conforming interior parking 196%*
Conforming exterior parking _48*
244+

Non-conforming interior parking ~ 78+**

Non-conforming exterior parking ~ 28+**
E?‘:

Grand total 350

How much (conforming) parking does the
Chiteau need from a regulatory point of
view now?

For 243 residences (1:1 ratio) 243%
For commercial space 85%

Total required 328%%
How many residential units does

the Chateau have and want?

Current number of units 243
Proposed number of units 102
Total 345

At present, the building needs — from a
regulatory point of view — 328 parking
spots, but has only 244 conforming ones.
It seems to be in a grandfathered situation
(i.e. the law came after the building). Even

with all the (conforming and non-conform-
ing) inside spots (274, i.e. 196 + 78), it is
below the 328 required. For this reason, I
guess that the building cannot eliminate
the outdoor parking lot — from a parking-
regulatory point of view — because to do so
would bring it even further below the
required amount.

If the proposed conversion takes place,
the building will need only 228 parking
spots (345 new total of units x 0.66 parking
ratio).

Key questions: Could the building
merge some/all of its non-conforming
inside spots to achieve 228 inside conform-
ing spots, thus making the outdoor park-
ing lot unnecessary from a parking-regu-
latory point of view? Or even keep a few
outdoor parking spots between a new
building and the existing one, and so make
most of the outdoor spots unnecessary
from a parking-regulatory point of view?
And could the definition of “conforming”
be changed to create more spaces?

* Source: email from the city March 30.
** |nferred from available data.

changes to maximize his or her earnings -
or at least not with any prospect of success.

Why is it different for owners of multi-
unit buildings? Or different on the flat,
below Sherbrooke?

Why parking and unit size matter

The two targeted strands of the south-
west’s regulatory tapestry are worth keeping.

Firstly, a mix that favours larger units
restricts the amount of activity in an
already dense area. Fewer people means
less traffic from them, guests, moving vans
and deliveries.

Secondly, the parking ratio likely had
intended and unintended effects. On the
intended side, it makes sure that building
users have parking. This is convenient to
them, and convenient to the neighbour-
hood. A building with lots of parking does
not send as many parkers to the surround-
ing streets and can even provide parking
to the neighbours, as is the case here.

By the way, don't count on cars becom-
ing less popular. The number of cars has
been increasing for some time. Indeed, if
all cars go electric, there won't even be a
perceived environmental cost or guilt fac-
tor to them. And they might become small,
light and inexpensive (or just inexpensive)
—ideal for renters.

Also, more parking is likely cheaper
parking. It is Microeconomics 101. If there
is more of a resource, the price will be less.

It is also important to remember that
parking is separate from a residential lease
and is a price-unregulated service. As a
result, we don’t know how much interest
there is in parking spots in general. We only
know how much interest there is at the
current price point. This observation is
important because that parking may only
be there because past planners required it
to be. We are now considering how much
to require. Should we require a lot — for
Chéteau residents and their neighbours’
use and tranquility (the status quo) —or a
little, with possible spillover effects?

It is my concern that the parking ratio
also makes the Chiteau’s outdoor lot nec-
essary from a regulatory point of view. (See
addendum at left.) Yes, the owner is cur-
rently precluded from building on the
exterior parking lots because the footprint
is maximized (42:53), but if the owner also
needs the exterior lot for parking-regula-
tion reasons, then there are two safeguards
for nearby residents. Why should nearby
residents give up a safeguard?

If Creccal is determined to never build
on the exterior parking lot (as its represen-
tative implied in answer to a question from
my wife, Catherine McKenzie (42:53)), why
not execute a private-law easement (i.e.an
agreement between properties, not a
municipal law) in favour of the neighbour-
ing houses (disclosure: including mine) giv-
ing them iron-clad assurances?

We the people have something that this
developer wants. The time to get what we
want — in enforceable writing — is now.

Taxes

The precise issue at hand does not seem
to be the conversion of offices to dwellings,
but two changes that will facilitate that
change. Nevertheless, the city will lose a
bit of office space as a result. Isn’t office
space taxed at a higher rate than resi-
dences? So: is Westmount actually losing
some yearly tax amount as a result of this
change? Why should unelected employees,
politicians and residents facilitate that?

Summary

People who should care about this
debate as it evolves and more becomes
known include:

1. Residents of 4998 de Maisonneuve. If
this change goes through, the amount
of required parking will be less than
now. Actual parking spots could disap-
pear for any number of reasons, without
regulatory recourse. Will you always
have the option to rent one? Do you
think the (unregulated) price of parking
will go up or down if there are fewer
required spaces? Do you want major
construction and many more tenants/
services-users in your building?

2. Residents of southwest Westmount
from York St. all the way up to Sher-
brooke. If traffic goes up, including on
de Maisonneuve (where parking is not
an issue), it affects everyone.

3. Residents of southwest Westmount
from York St. all the way up to Sher-
brooke. If actual parking spots event-
ually disappear (because they are no
longer required by law), where might
parkers, legal or not, go? York and
Prince Albert first, but then Burton,
Somerville, Winchester, Claremont...
Where might visiting parkers go, legally
or not, all at similar times (e.g. Friday
and Saturday night)? York and Prince
Albert first, but then Burton, Somer-
ville, Winchester, Claremont...

4. Residents of the area, especially close-
by ones, who think there are enough
buildings on the Chateau’s block and
don’t want to facilitate any more.

5. Residents of the area who don’t want
another construction project.

6. Residents worried about a loss of tax
revenue to the city.

People who are with me: please write to
us, to your city councillor, to the mayor.
They have not yet officially opined on this
proposal (1:22:00) and could nix it before
the petition/registry/referendum process.

People who are against me: do the
same. Your views are welcome here.

People who are indifferent: sit back and
watch the fireworks. I am sure everyone
will do their best to put on a good show.
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Tree discovery tour, new StoryWalk
set for Earth Day in park

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A discovery event featuring the trees in
Westmount Park will take place on Earth
Day, April 22 at 11 am, billed as “A West-

The aim of the hour-long guided tour
Dby city arborist Alberto Dias-Meideros is to
provide participants “with an opportunity
to learn about the fascinating history and
unique characteristics of the park,” accord-

mount Park Tree Walk.” ing to Sebastian Samuel, head of the city’s
Communications division.

“This one-of-a-kind journey through
Westmount Park will leave participants
with a newfound appreciation and knowl-
edge of the park’s natural beauty.” It will
be bilingual, he said.

Also planned is a new StoryWalk along
the path in Westmount Park featuring a
series of fun, intriguing and educational
information on trees, animals and the
environment. This display will continue
until June 3.

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!

REFERRED FOR A REASON!!

Z OURIK::

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Sign up

To participate in the Earth Day tree tour,
those interested should either sign up at
the Community Events office in Victoria
Hall during regular business hours or reg- e
ister online at westmount.org/promenade. _

The deadline for registration is by the end S A
of day April 21. S TS

The event starts in front of the conser- A
vatory and provides an opportunity to
identify trees by their bark since the leaves
have not yet opened.

It will be followed by the Earth Day
Clothing Swap at Victoria Hall at1 pm (see
separate story, p. 1).

Taking place as well on Earth Day is a
collection of Household Hazardous Waste
in the library parking lot.

Park clean-ups are being planned for
King George (Murray) Park on April 20 and
Westmount Park April 21.

Hand wash & repairs
of new and
antique rugs

Bt ol ook

BT

Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS
WITH OUTSTANDING
SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP
FOR 35+ YEARS!

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com

An unscientific walk through Westmount’s second- and third-largest parks March 31 to find garbage
to photograph did not find much, especially when compared to city streets like St. Catherine. It
did, however, uncover these ducks in the Westmount Park lagoon, above, who seemed very content
foraging in a very small amount of water, and a lower King George (Murray) Park still hiding any
winter detritus. “The ducks are back!” said reader C. Samuel the same day, whose photos have
earlier time stamps than the Independent’s, making them the earliest ones we know of this year.

PHOTOS: INDEPENDENT.

Coiffure Jean John
RONDA BLY

4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount
514-486-6261 E
ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

VILLE DE | CITY OF

WESTMOUNT

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Minor Exemption Application

1. The City of Westmount has received an application for a minor exemption for
the immovable located at 324 Victoria Avenue;

2. The application will be reviewed at the regular sitting of the Municipal Council
that will be held on April 17, 2023, at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber of
City Hall, located at 4333 Sherbrooke Street West, in Westmount and will be

Expert Evaluations

broadcast live on the City’s website. The link for the sitting will be available Full Professional Setups M3 online
at the following address: www.westmount.org/seance-du-conseil-en-direct. i appointments
Complete Cleanup Available now available!

The legal notice relating to the foregoing is available at: https://westmount.org/
en/resident-zone/legal-services-city-clerks-office/public-notices/

www.westmount.org

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com
Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998
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Wishing you a happy and healthy

Passover and Easter!

The Shapiro Group of RBC Dominion Securities

Your success is our tradition
for over 45 years
Ted Kalil

Senior Portfolio Manager
514-878-7038

John Kalaydjian
Senior Portfolio Manager
514-878-7440

Samuel Yaffe
Associate Investment Advisor
514-878-7158

Adrian Brown
Senior Portfolio Manager
514-878-7052

We understand your wealth is about more than money
so we put you and your loved ones at the heart of our work.

The Shapiro Group of RBC Dominion Securities
4% Floor, 1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal, QC H3B 1Z3

www.shapirogroup.ca

RBCH

Wealth Management

Lillian Jasinski . . .
Dominion Securities

Associate Wealth Advisor
514-878-7160
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M15-A team wins finalist ‘silver’ banner

Hockey season winds up with ‘good show of support’

By O SWEENEY

Westmount’s minor hockey teams wrap-
ped up last weekend when the 12 teams had
their final end-of-season get-togethers, said
Andrew Maislin, operations manager for
the Westmount recreation centre.

“It’'s been what can be called an award-
winning year for all the teams coming out
of COVID restrictions, regardless of their
league standings,” he explained. “It was a
good show in terms of bonding in the
locker room, and building parental sup-
port” In a few cases when teams were
without a goalie, he said, one of the other
players stepped up to put on the pads.

Highlights of the year included two
recent playoff successes: the M11-BF (all-
girls) team winning regional champion-
ships April 2 to represent Lac St. Louis in
provincial finals April 6-9 (see photo, p. 7);
and the M15-A Wings team winning a
finalist banner in the Eastern Hockey
League despite “a tough 3-1 loss to the
LaSalle Lions March 31,” Maislin said (see
photo at right).

The city’s two all-girl teams participated
in a showcase for girls’ hockey in Pierre-
fonds last Sunday and the M7 mixed group
played in the Jeux de Montréal last week-

VALID UNTIL
APRIL 20

(438) 239-8788

e
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Members of the banner-winning Westmount Wings’ U15-A finalist team shown after the evening game March 31 at the Peter Morin Arena in Lachine,
from left, back row: coaches Marcel Bélanger and Pierre-Olivier Perras along with players Avery Hannon, Brody Wesetvik, Peter Barbarosie-Tsang,
Liam Martin, Nicolas Bélanger, Shia Maislin, and coaches Matthew Mazzarelo and Aiden Mizrahi; and front row: Spencer Kaplan, Scott Coleman,

Tom AzeFF, Taryn Mizrahi, Max Zelermyer and Edouard Perras. PHOTO COURTESY OF WESTMOUNT SPORTS AND RECREATION.

end in St. Leonard. Looking forward to
next year, and to be announced April 18 at

the annual general meeting of the West-
mount Minor Hockey Association, are

additional new hockey teams being
planned for Westmount, Maislin said.

—
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Polish Pastry Shop
Bakery & Delicatessen

Basteid&IRassoyet:
Mon closed | Tues-Fri 11am to 9 pm | Sat/Sun 5to 9 pm
WE DELIVER IN WESTMOUNT
4050 ST-CATHERINE W H3Z1P2
514.935.9478 514.935.9956
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FamOUS PONI(I .. Q... : autech
donuts 'o.‘.’..g Irrigation
baked fresh on premises seee Eclairage
5499 Sherbrooke St W. | | a1 ao
erorooke . VV,
corner Girouard, NDG 514'895'8077
514.483.1042 info@irrigationeautech.com

Open 7 days a week www.irrigationeautech.com
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LEGROUPE"
MAURICE

A Royal I-iap‘bflﬁess

for your Retirement

RESIDENTIAL COMPLEX FOR RETIREES IN MONTREAL

Reserve now
5100 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West - office Al
514 900-3602 | ResidenceLiz.com




14 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - April 4, 2023

Plan for 10 Roxborough.

Demolitions, cont’d from p. 1
zone/legal /public notices and the respect-
ive addresses.

10 Roxborough, south of Shorncliffe —
whole new house

This split-level house of red brick built
in 1959 is of Category III heritage value

(the lowest), according to the city, and
located in an area where one finds mostly
detached single-family buildings of one to
two floors.

Over the years, few alterations have
occurred, and the authenticity and integrity
of the original building is considered
“high.”

The building is reported to require

lake
shore

construction
montréal

514 683-8306

RBQ: 8347-1839-02

Renovating your
house into your
dream home

* New construction & remodeling
* Dedicated project management
* Architectural design services

www.lakeshoreconstruction.com
info@lakeshoreconstruction.ca

el

Plan for 21 Oakland.

extensive “remediation,” showing signs of
water infiltration and requiring “a high per-
centage of demolition.”

This includes the complete demolition
of the roof structure to bring it up to build-
ing-code standards.

As a result, the request consists of the
complete demolition of the existing build-
ing to allow for the construction of a new

Belgrave " /

COUVREURS | ROOFING

FAMILY RUN
BUSINESS

SINCE
1967

Fi -
Rg-szmmﬁ-

ALL ROOF TYPES
& BRICKWORK

LR |

two-storey house.

21 Oakland at Shorncliffe

This two-storey Category III-rated house
is described as built of brick in 1952 in the
same “eclectic” style as the neighbouring
ones on either side. It has undergone only
minor alterations. A 63-per-

cent demolition includes continued on p. 15

Eautech
. @0 o lrrigation
*J.s Eclairage

Mike Nizzola

514-895-8077

info@irrigationeautech.com
www.irrigationeautech.com
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Mon closed | Tues-Fri 11am to 9 pm | Sat/Sun 5to 9 pm
WE DELIVER IN WESTMOUNT

4050 ST-CATHERINE W H3Z1P2
514.935.9478 514.935.9956
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Plan for 94 Sunnyside.

ILLUSTRATIONS FROM THE CITY OF WESTMOUNT'S DEMOLITION COMMITTEE PRESENTATION FOR ITS MAY 29 HEARING.

complete removal of the roof to allow the
addition of a habitable attic, adding seven
feet to the height.

A sunroom is also to be removed.

A new opening on the rear wall is to
allow for an addition, while creating an
opening on the east side for a chimney.

94 Sunnyside, corner of Upper Lansdowne

This is a two-storey semi-detached
stone house built in Georgian style in 1948

and rated a Category II on the city’s heri-
tage scale. It is located in a residential area
where the majority of the buildings are also
of two-storey semi-detached homes.

The request for some 60-percent demo-
lition includes removing the roof, with the
exception of a portion above the portico, to
add a floor described as a habitable attic
and opening the side and rear for additions.
Also requested are “minor alterations” such
as enlarging existing window openings.

Contactivity
CENTRE
Contactivité

PROGRAMS AND
SERVICES
FOR SENIORS

PROGRAMMES ET
SERVICES POUR
LES AINES

Get Fit, Get Creative, Get Smart
and Get Connected! Get Going!

Spring has Sprung and
Registration is On!

Exercise, Art, Crafts, Courses, Lunches, Outings
and SO much more'

Happy Passover
and Easter Greetings!

Now is a Great Time to Tune Up

&=D )

- mel— By o s s

your Residential Gas Heating System
PLEASE CALL US FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

514-990-1346

Tune up includes the

* Clean and adjust automatic controls, thermostat
and safety limit controls
* Brush out burners and heat exchangers
* Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency
QUEBEC CERTIFIED

DHI 1S AN AUTHORIZED MEMBER OF
CMMTQ & ACPQ ORGANIZATIONS

visa @ ghs h%@‘!&

ACCEFPTED =

* Lubricate motors and pumps as needed
* Check for gas and combustion leaks

* Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment
* Check flue for satisfactory operation

MANUFACTURER
CERTIFICATION

All DHI technicians are experienced,
licenced with training and certification
by many manufacturers including:
Lochinvar, A.Q. Smith, Raypal, Camus,
Rheem GSW and many others,

.y www.dhidirect.net
+ dhiservicecalls@gmail.com
' 445 rue Deslauriers, St-Laurent, QC H4N W2

REOQAB1O3 4118 38
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3 Real Estate
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ANDY DODGE

Note: (1) The following article relates to
the registration of deeds of sale for Westmount
property in October 2022, gleaned from non-
city sources. A list of sales can be found on p.
17. Note that the prices are being compared to
the 2020 valuations of the sold properties,
since these were in force until December 2022.

(2) The city STILL has not published any
more lists of transfer tax bills that might reveal
private sales and non-residential real estate
transfers that have taken place SINCE LAST
JUNE. The city is not publishing or issuing
the list of transfers for which taxes are issued,
though the lists are reportedly “tabled” every
month at regular council meetings. The last
full list of transfer duties was included in the
council minutes of November 7.

Sales registered in October last year
must naturally pay homage to the $23-mil-
lion sale of 9 Gordon Crescent (see article
and photos, December 13, 2022, p. 1), but
that wasn’t the only excitement in the
October list.

The month also saw the sale of one
more of Westmount’s larger houses, as
4294 Montrose Ave. sold tor $6,200,000.
The news isn’t the fact that the house sold
for a princely sum, but that this price didn’t
even make the top 10 for 2022.

The most important fact is that of eight
registered sales for October, none — zero —
were for prices under $2 million. The
lowest price involved a semi-detached
house at 476 Strathcona Ave., at $2,275,000,
and in fact the median price was
$3,042,500, with four of the eight sales
clearing the $3-million mark.

The average price, of course, was much
higher, at $5,751,250, thanks mainly to the
$23-million top price. The total cash outlay
for single-family houses in October was
$46,010,000, so half of that involved 9 Gor-

‘ Charles
o Pearo

Tt Ph.D.
| @ cpearo@yahoo.com
' ‘ C. 704-1063

B. 934-1818

Integrity & [ WA
Expertise ROYAL LEPAGE
Working [
for youl HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

don Crescent; it had a 2020 valuation of
only $14,035,000, thus a mark-up of 63.9
percent, but actually that was topped by the
65.2 percent mark-up at 604 Belmont Ave.,
which sold for $2,425,000.

The lowest mark-up in October involved
555-555A Grosvenor Ave., the large house
at the corner of Céte St. Antoine Rd., and
involves an extra garage and coach house
as part of the property.

Condo popularity up
Another surprise in October appears to
be the rising popularity of condominiums,

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

;Anhe-Marie
Larve

514 862-7718 514 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT

October transfers: Nothing u

Wiy ' 5 I'.[

4294 Montrose Ave. More photos on p. 18.

which had drawn the interest of only six
buyers in the entire third quarter (July-Sep-
tember) last year. Six more were sold in five
transactions in October only, with Novem-
ber and December still to come.

One deed involved a house designed as
a duplex at 309-11 Prince Albert Ave. just
north of de Maisonneuve Blvd. that had
been subdivided into condominiums, both
of which were purchased by George Milo-
nopoulos and Constantina Sofios in 1982
and have been rented by them for a
number of years. They sold the two condos
in one deed for a total $1,900,000, which

nder $2 million!

T

e Yy e =i

they broke down for transfer tax purposes
as $1,020,000 for 309 Prince Albert (lower
unit) and $880,000 for 311 Prince Albert
(upper unit).

The lowest-priced condo was a second-
storey unit at 4855 de Maisonneuve Blvd.
(corner Victoria Ave.), $669,000, while the
highest-priced unit was a second-storey
apartment at 4160 Sherbrooke St., between
Greene and Elm Ave. That condo brought
a price 35.6 percent above valuation, high-
est mark-up for October condos, while a
fifth-floor unit at 1 Wood
Ave. sold out of an estate continued on p. 19

Tim Ngo
Cell.: 514 999-2918
Bur.: 514 333-3000

I can serve you in
French, English, Chinese
(Mandarin, Cantonese, and
Chaozhou) and Vietnamese.

www.timngo.com
timngo.remax@gmail.com

courtier immobilier certifié
Remax 3000 inc
Agence immobiliére
9280 boul. de 'Acadie
H4N 3C6

RE/MAX

i

&,

RE/MAX

Ron Benveniste

914.942.9352

Toujours disponible a répondre a vos questions
Always available to answer your questions
RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers




April 4, 2023 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - 17

Bought & Sold — real estate transfers in October 2022

ADDRESS

604 Belmont

339 Cote St. Antoine
9 Gordon Crescent
555-555A Grosvenor
655 Lansdowne
4294 Montrose

344 Redfern

476 Strathcona

CONDOMINIUMS

4855 de Maisonneuve #201
4476 St. Catherine #503
4160 Sherbrooke #202

1 Wood #510

309 Prince Albert

311 Prince Albert

PREVIOUS SALES

3488 Holton (April)
4827 St. Catherine (May)
636 Belmont (June)

VENDOR

David Lipes & Julie Fainer

Jonathan Cutler & Jean Frangois Monette

Silcho Holdings Ltd.

Khek Muk Andrew Wong & Hartati Ibrahim Wong
Dino lonescu

See paper archive

Sébastien Kaine & Alexandra-Marie Massad-Gosselin
Sophie Dow Donelson & Gregory Thomas Lindsay

Miriam Kramer & Ralph Weiner

Yingyan Li

Elizabeth Ramsay

estate Aaron Blauer

George Milonopoulos & Constantina Sofios
George Milonopoulos & Constantina Sofios

Judy Litvack
Diane Raineault
Dany Meloul & Marc Weinstein

Waluation is a combination of $1,242,100 in Montreal, $392,200 in Westmount.

PRICE
$2,425,000
$2,400,000

$23,000,000
$2,750,000
$3,625,000
$6,200,000
$3,335,000
$2,275,000

$669,000
$725,000
$1,275,000
$900,000
$1,020,000
$880,000

$2,600,000
$325,000
$2,450,000

2020 VAL
$1,467,900
$1,547,000

$14,035,000
$2,600,000
$2,297,500
$5,617,600
$2,650,000
$1,896,300

$496,300
$601,900
$940,100
$986,300
$880,700
$925,200

$1,634,3001
$364,600
$1,720,000

RATIO (%)
65.2%
55.1%
63.9%

5.8%
57.8%
10.4%
25.8%
19.9%

34.8%
20.5%
35.6%
-8.7%
15.8%
-4.9%

59.1%
-10.9%
42.4%

215 Av. Redfern, apt. 207 | Westmount

PROFUSION Forbes

I M M O B I L] ER GLOBAL PROPERTIES

2

1 Av. Wood, apt. 1003 | Westmount

$ 1,085,000 | 1+1 bedrooms | 2 bathrooms $ 3,195,000 2+1 bedrooms | 2+1 bathrooms

profusion.global

1509 Rue Sherbrooke O., apt. 61-62 | Montréal
$ 4,348,000 4 bedrooms | 3+1 bathrooms

Our international network:

REAL ESTATE
/) COMPANIES
°f THE WORLD™

(&)

TINA BAER

Real Estate Broker

514.603.9870

tbaer@profusion.global

Luxury

Profusion Immobilier Inc. » Real Estate Agency




18 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - April 4, 2023

555-555A Grosve;ﬁor Ave.

.
Manoir Westmount .
A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 9“‘“ K "'ﬁ"’"%-'k'uv..:
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Agreat community, in-a perfect locatiop,
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Very affordable all inclusive rates...

¢ All meals v Medication distribution

 Daily tea v 24 hour security

+ Daily housekeeping ¢ 24 hour nurse

 Personal Laundry v Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 218

For an appointment to view, please call e e e RTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

514.937.3943 | | somcon sovms som e

MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
www.manoirwestmount.ca

514.-602-1545

Knowlton, Lac Brome

Idyllic 6 bedroom country property set amidst 150 acres.
Perfect family retreat in a stunning location with a

tennis court, swimming pool and barn/pool house with
additional accommodation. Only 5 mins from the centre
of Knowlton. Available for summer or annual rental.

For further details please contact clid82@yahoo.com
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9 Lives

LYSANNE FOWLER

Getting a chin scratch and an ear rub is
very important in Buddy’s daily routine.
An affectionate and cuddly fellow, this
stunning pearl-grey shorthair is waiting
at the Montreal SPCA cattery to go home
to share companionship and fun-filled
days.

Buddy is nine years young, very healthy,
up to date with his inoculations, neutered
and microchipped.

Please do not hesitate to open the Mon-
treal SPCA website at www.spca.com,
search for Buddy’s information page by his
identification number, 52326960, and
check the opening hours schedule of the
shelter as of 10 am daily to plan your
visit with Buddy and the adoption coordi-
nators.

The SPCA is located at 5215 Jean Talon
St. West, Montreal, H4P 1X4. Please come
as a family and bring a carrier if you have
one.

If you need a carrier, you can select one
from the accessories boutique on site.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

Painting = Decoration & Finishing

]
STUART

DEARLOVE

www.stuartdearlove.com

Standard & Restorative Painting
Plaster

Stripping, Wood finishing
Interior & Exterior

Licensed - Bonded - Insured - References

514 482-5267

RBQ 8328 8514 09

stuartpaints@sympatico.ca

OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Best Buddy

Dodge, cont'd from p. 16

for 8.7 percent below valuation, one of two
mark-downs in the month.

Other transfers that have come to the
attention of the Independent include 3488
Holton Ave., one of the houses that
straddles the Westmount-Montreal eastern
border, which sold in April for $2,600,000;
according to the valuation roll, 24 percent
of the property is considered to be in West-
mount.

In May, a small condominium in a
group of multi-family dwellings at 4827 St.
Catherine St. sold for only $325,000, which
made it by far the lowest price for a condo-
minium in the second quarter of 2022.

Finally, 636 Belmont Ave. sold in June
for $2,450,000.

Handsome Ace, handsome face

Westmount
A-dog-tions

LYSANNE FOWLER

Ace is such a regal fellow, tall and
statuesque, with an amazing sleek black
coat. Yet he still has such puppiness in his
eyes and cutest ears!

He is at the Montreal SPCA kennel,
ready to go home as soon as possible.

Ace is a very healthy eight-year-old, up
to date with his inoculations, neutered and
microchipped.

He loves people, all people, yet he was
probably an only-dog previously and is not
used to being with another, so maybe an
only-dog family environment would be
good for him.

Please refer to the Montreal SPCA web-
site at www.spca.com, and scroll to Ace’s
information page from his identification
number, 49054922, to find out more about
him.

The shelter now has daily visiting hours
as of 10 am. Please check the daily schedule
for the day you would like to drop by to visit
Ace and meet with the adoption coordina-
tors. Their address is 5215 Jean Talon St.
West, Montreal H4P 1X4.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

WOOD FINISHING
DOORSFURNITURE*WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
*Specializing in
stripping & staining
ENTRANCE DOORS
-also -
*Touch-Ups & Repairs
*Kitchen Cabinets
*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Lamp Repairs

25 years' experience
with Areuco Lighting
in Westmount

* In-home service
* Free pick-up and delivery

Call Robert at EclairSol
514-582-3906

FRIENDLY REMINDER -
SPRING CLEANING

You want to de-clutter?

ANYTHING YOU DO NOT NEED,
OTHERS NEED IT!
With the help of the Rotary, | am still
forwarding furniture and household
items to newcomers in Montreal. You
have been generous in the past.
Please do not hesitate to call me at
514.577.1242 or better still write at
agia@videotron.ca with pictures.
It helps us direct your donations
to the right people.
Au nom de tous ceux que vous avez aidés,
merci infiniment. Viviane Agia

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Ruth Stalker Antiques

Jamie and Alison Stalker
514 931-0822
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca

155 Hillside Avenue
Westmount, Quebec
H3Z 1W1
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Police Report

Police report two burglaries and a suspected break-in

By MARTIN C. BARRY

There were two household burglaries
around Westmount’s summit over the last
two weeks, as well as a suspected illegal
entry at an apartment south of Sherbrooke
St.

Just after 8 pm on March 26, a home

\

Comin’ Up

Saturday, April 8

30th Westmount Antiquarian Book
Fair. Seventeen dealers will offer for
sale a wide selection of old books, maps
and ephemera. Admission $3. Centre
Greene, 1090 Greene Ave. 10 am to 5
pm.

Wednesday, April 12

The Westmount Historical Associ-
ation presents “Westmount Train Sta-
tion: CPR History and a Future Vision,”
by David Hanna, PhD, heritage expert
and former professor of urban plan-
ning. Free but, register on Eventbrite.
If you do not have an email address, call
514.989.5355. Victoria Hall. 7 pm.

-

':."!I
I
]

A
i
/'1.

A\

near the corner of Sunnyside and Lexing-
ton avenues near the summit was broken
into and robbed.

According to Station 12 community
relations officer Constable Adalbert Pimen-
tel, a relative of the home’s owner called
the police to report he had responded to a
burglar alarm, following which he found
a back door that had been forced open.

Officers who arrived on the scene enter-
ed and searched the house, while the
relative waited outside. Because the owners
were not immediately available, the relative
was unable to determine whether anything
had been stolen.

However, the owners, who were con-
tacted through the FaceTime phone con-
ferencing app, were given a video tour of
the premises, after which they were able
to confirm certain objects were missing.
Among these were a storage box contain-
ing jewellery.

The Montreal police department’s
identification unit was called in to locate
fingerprints and footprints. Security cam-
eras recorded images of two male suspects
as well as the vehicle they were using.

Pimentel said that in order to minimize
theft risk in situations like this, the police

TAKING
BILL 96
TO COURT

Comité Spécial
Task Force

recommend storing expensive property
like jewellery in a safety deposit box at a
bank, rather than in a home safe.

Second summit break-in

A second home around Westmount’s
summit was broken into recently. The
house, on Shorncliffe Ave., was burglar-
ized sometime between March 17 and 27.

One or two suspects gained entry from
the rear yard, leaving behind footprints in
the snow. According to Pimentel, they shat-
tered a 6’ x 9’ picture window, entered and
proceeded towards the kitchen.

The tell-tale signs of a home robbery
were found later: objects were moved, cup-
boards, drawers and closets were thrown
open and their contents strewn about, and
several rooms on two floors had been
searched.

The investigators found footprints on
the floor of the house, which they hope will
provide clues as to the identity of the sus-
pects through a massive footwear informa-
tion database.

The police are classifying this and the
previously-mentioned burglary as “major
crimes,” as they involve the theft of prop-
erty worth more than $40,000 in each case.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Assistant Sought

I'am looking for an on-site part-time assistant with Mac expertise
to help me or%anize and catalogue photographs & documents
etc. Please call Aurel at 514-582-4157.

Dance Classes

Tap Dance Classes, group or private. 514-817-3877.
Weeding & Yard Work

Garden cleaning, small lawns, weeding, adding mulch, yard
cleanup, raking leaves. Text/Message Vince at 514-294-5562.

Home Cleaning Services

Professional, Westmount and surroundings. Work with central
vacuum and good tools. 514 290-1673 Marie.

Gardening volunteers sought

Westmount Park United Church seeks volunteers to make our
outdoor cooperative garden beds blossom. We are a Livin
Church and believe in the power of nature to connect us alﬁ
Details: jennjess.ball@gmail.com.

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services)
on fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-
replying websites when you can list
(and sell) locally?
Buy a classified in the
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

at

www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

sur la politique linguistique
on Linguistic Policy

Join the fight for
linguistic rights

“Bill 96" is now law! It creates two classes of
Canadian citizens in Quebec and exceeds the
province’s constitutional authority. With your
support, we can defeat this attack on

Canadians’ basic rights and freedoms.

The Task Force on Linguistic Policy and Bergman
& Associates are fighting this law in court.

Donate today! tfts.to/WIN-Bill96

Join us, volunteer and learn more about the
Task Force at www.ProtectOurRights.ca




April 4, 2023 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - 21

Hard out there fora bollard

We wish you a
Happy Easter
and Passover!

- The Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji team

“Personalizing medications
through compounding since 2001”

BERTRAND COHEN TENOUDJI

pharmacie | pharmacy
5025 Sherbrooke West (west of Claremont)

Tel: 514-484-2222 | Fax: 514-484-2205
www.montrealpharmacy.com

ROOFING e CHIMNEY &
FIREPLACE SPECIALISTS

CALL TODAY!

514-484-0646

9631 _rue Clement, LaSalle Qc H8R 4B4  www. foyerlambert'com
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Westmount youth group profile

Chabad creates a home, sends out ‘Hebrew school in boxes’

By JENNIFER BALL

The Independent attended a youth lun-
cheon for Dawson College students at Cha-
bad of Westmount, Westmount Square,
Suite 110, corner of Wood Ave., where stu-
dents considered the importance of ben-
evolence and the richness of Jewish life.

Dawson College student Benjamin
Glazer was on hand on March 23 and he
said, “I love coming here because I get to
see all my friends.

“I love the Jewish community and I love
our sanctuary here. I come at least twice a
week for lunch and I get to meet with
everyone. I think it’s really special.”

Glazer is studying social sciences at
Dawson College and he is actively involved
with the Chabad’s philanthropic commu-
nity outreach. “Every once in a while,
around the [Jewish] holidays, we’ll come
here and there will be food in boxes and
we all come and take two to three boxes
and deliver them to families. It’s really
helping the community and I think it’s
beautiful.”

Arielle Bouhadana and Yaél Bohbot are
also Dawson students. Bouhadana is study-
ing commerce while Bohbot is studying
general social sciences.

Bohbot said that the luncheons are “a
way to connect to our Judaism. We come
from a small Jewish bubble. So, when we
come from big and scary Dawson — where
there is a bunch of strangers — it’s nice to
come back and find Jewish people to hang
out with. We have a nice treat for lunch
and we get to hear from the rabbi also.”

“On Tuesdays, we come here also,” Bou-
hadana said “on Thursdays, it is a little but
like a party, but on Tuesdays it is smaller,
and we split it up and discuss Judaism and
it is really inspiring.”

On the topic of philanthropy, Bouha-
dana said “My family supports a whole
bunch! We support MADA, Chai Lifeline

e Cartier

Westmount.

and Friendship Circle.”

The youth and outreach director at the
Chabad is Rabbi Ariel Stern. He said that
it is their goal to provide activities for every
age in a youth category.

“There’s a program called Westmont
Hebrew School: it’s an after-school pro-
gram for kids who don’t go the Jewish
schools and we have over 150 kids in that

Montreal’s Finest
Rental Apartments

lecartier.ca

[=]%: [m]
[=]}

Contact:

8 Catherine Paradis
(514) 586-1511
cparadis@lecartier.ca

From left, Dawson College students Yaél Bohbot and Arielle Bouhadana on March 23 at Chabad of

school.”

They offer “Westmount Hebrew school
in the box.”

“So, we have 30 to 40 kids receive the
school in the box with all items and they
have a hands-on experience. The idea of
this school is using the five senses, and
teaching through a fun and approachable
way.”

Rabbi Ariel Stern, youth and outreach director
at the Chabad of Westmount Square on March
23.

They also have J-teens. “We actually
facilitate their community service hours,
so we do different types of humanitarian
work for the community.

“It could be making soup for a women’s
shelter; it could be going to deliver food at
the Old Brewery Mission. It can be clean-
ing up the parks.”

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
e British & European newspapers
e Specializing in fashion & interior
design e Imported chocolates
e BELL lifestyle natural products
e | ottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square

At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

JAYAY
e
Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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ECS presents

NIGHT

’ An Adult-Only ECS Fundraising Event

2

____innm

Z 11

All are welcome!

FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2023 - 7:30PM

In the ECS Gym - 525 Mount Pleasant, Westmount H3Y 3H6

Fealuring

Derek Seguin Carly Baker Kyra Carleton Franco Taddeo

(=14 (E]
Light Snacks « Cash Bar Pu RCHASE %
For information, contact advancement@ecs.qc.ca T I C K E T S (et

@ Lise Gallant
— _— COST
MISS EDGAR'S AND MISS CRAMP'S SCHOOL _ . $30
ECOLE MISS EDGAR ET MISS CRAMP Lunch
included

WHERE DREAMERS BECOME DOERS

Saturday, April 22,2023
10:00AM to 2:30PM at ECS

At ECS, we don't just teach girls to dream big. We create the space for them to
turn dreams into reality and become the

Our one-day interactive Entrepreneurial Workshop prepares girls ages 10-13 to
develop the skills, mindset, and confidence to make an impact.

Sign up now and unlock a world of possibility!

Www.ecs.qgc.ca
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Thirtieth Year!

Seventeen Quebec and
Ontario dealers in used
& rare books, prints,
autographs, ephemera
and maps.

Saturday, April 8
10 am to 5 pm
CENTRE GREENE
Greene Avenue
Community Centre
1090 Greene Avenue,

Westmount, QC H3Z 179
(just below Dorchester)

Admission $3
Info: 514-935-9581
www.defreitasbooks.com

Station 12’s Cst. Adalbert Pimentel
retires from Montreal police

By MARTIN C. BARRY

More than three decades ago when Sta-
tion 12 community relations officer Adal-
bert Pimentel was deliberating over the
type of work he hoped to get into, engin-
eering and policing were his choices
because both involved problem solving.

“I like to figure out how things work
and I like solutions,” said Pimentel, who
is retiring from the Montreal police depart-
ment this week with 30 years of service.

Although he got good grades in school
and engineering appealed to his technical
side, he came to realize that police work
increasingly wasn’t just about enforce-
ment, but also about finding solutions to
problematic human situations before they
get out of hand and lead to conflicts with
the law.

Joining the Montreal police in 1993 after
completing the John Abbott College police
technology program as well as three
months of training at the Quebec police
academy near Three Rivers, Pimentel
spent his first 10 years as a patrol officer
attached to a precinct in western down-
town Montreal.

While he admits there is a significant
downside, he describes police work as one
of the most gratifying professions for
someone interested in assisting people.
Recalling one particular incident, when he
managed to re-unite a distraught mother
with her pre-school son who had wandered
off inside a busy shopping mall, he said,
“Those moments are worth more than a
paycheque. Finding a child may not seem
so big, but the impact on a person’s life —
that’s why you do it.”

Negative ¢ positive

As for the negative side, he said police
work is “emotionally draining in some
cases. You're dealing with people’s prob-
lems. You are underappreciated.

“Sometimes you go in to help people
and these people actually get aggressive
towards you when you're there to solve a
conflict — sometimes conjugal violence, for
example. And then sometimes some police
officers get assaulted and some have been
killed in these situations.”

While police community relations
might sometimes be perceived as a public
relations job, it is actually much more, ac-

cording to Pimentel.

Besides briefing the media on criminal
incidents and giving presentations on pre-
vention to community groups and at local
schools, Pimentel was busy a good deal
of the time investigating a range of situ-
ations involving inter-neighbour disputes,
domestic violence allegations and financial
abuse against seniors — some of which
required him to make arrests.

He said that over the course of his
career, there wasn’t a single occasion when
he discharged his handgun, although there
were a few when he had to draw the
weapon from its holster but ended up not
having to fire.

“On one occasion I came close,” he said
regarding an incident during his years as
a patrol officer. “He was charging at me.
And just before I was about to fire, he
stopped and ran off”

Pimentel acknowledged that these
kinds of incidents are probably the most
stressful for police officers — especially
afterwards. “It’s after the fact that it affects
you more, when you're trying to put things
into place,” he said.

See photo on p. 1.

Westmount rentals

newly built, steps from Greene Avenue

10 Rosemount Avenue

e one-bedroom for $1825
e two-bedroom from $2875
 available as of June

schedule your visit today

Akelius

+1 514 525-8777
montreal@akelius.ca

akeliusmontreal.com
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City Views

VERONICA REDGRAVE

Marie Kondo would not be pleased to
see inside the Palazzo Vecchio. Its walls
would not spark joy with she who proposes
immaculate environments. There is not
one bare inch left unadorned.

And there’s a reason. It’s called story-
telling. Each work of art communicates the
power of the Medici family, either directly
- using images of the family — or indirectly
with symbols and allegories.

The palazzo was once a seat of govern-
ment. Then Cosimo I de’ Medici decided
to move Florence’s unofficial seat of power
from his family home to the Palazzo della
Signoria, as it was then called.

From the rough rusticated outer facade,
one could not possibly guess the beauty
inside. The entrance courtyard has the
elegance for which Michelozzo is
renowned.

Commissioned by Cosimo, the architect
created an open harmonious space. Here
the frescoes have a role. Francisco I de’
Medici, the eldest son of Cosimo, married
an Austrian archduchess. So that she

The many ways and passageways of the Medici

would not miss her home, the walls bear
images of Austrian cities.

Secret, and elevated, passageways

Now some fun begins. There are
secrets: hidden doors leading to furtive pas-
sageways.

Although married, Francisco had a
much-loved mistress, whom he housed in
a secluded apartment reached via a barely-
discernible door at the Palazzo Vecchio.
(And, yes, his wife lived at the Palazzo at
the same time.)

Another little door was a surprise dis-
covery. When Cosimo again moved the
family — this time to the other side of Flo-
rence’s Arno River to an even larger palace
—he needed a way to get around in privacy.

He did so thanks to the brilliance of
architect/artist Vasari, who created an
above-ground walkway from the Palazzo
Vecchio, through the Uffizi (offices), over
the Ponte Vecchio to the Palazzo Pitti, his
new palatial home.

At the Palazzo Vecchio, the omnipre-
sent art speaks volumes. Remember: the
illiteracy rate was very high. Pictures told
a story, whether religious or political. Fres-
coes were often cycles re-
lating a series of events.

..................

The Vasari ceiling. continued on p. 26

42 .44ctw Rainbow Sapphire
and Tzavorite Necklace

~ SWEET TREATS

“ Multicoloured sapphire & garnet creations

Rainbow Sapphires
with 0.51cts Diamonds

KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Arnold & Son - Schwarz Etienne
2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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City views cont'd from p. 25

A marketing maestro, Cosimo rein-
forced his image of power by often using
the zodiac symbol of the Capricorn.
Although not his own astrological sign, it
referenced Augustus Caesar.

The not-so-subtle link between the first
Roman emperor and Florence’s ruling
dynasty was meant to evoke the emotion
of Florence as the new Rome — under the
Medici of course.

Works such as the Adoration of the Magi
signal the family’s power: The faces are
those of the Medici.

Also at the Palazzo Vecchio, along with

Chinese Works oEArt
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these carefully curated messages, there
was a rivalry starring Renaissance giants.
Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci, not
too fond of each other at the best of times,
were each asked to paint a wall. They both
made sketches.

Then Michelangelo was called away to
create a certain chapel ceiling.

Leonardo stayed. Ever the scientist, he
experimented, mixing his pigments with
types of wax. Then, to accelerate the drying
process, he added heat to the wall. The rest
is history: His painting dripped to the floor.

Luckily Vasari was around. He not only
then painted all the walls, but created 39
separate panels for the ceiling of the same
room, known as the Room of the 500.

A fascinating stanza (room) is the Hall
of Geographical Maps. As Italians were not
permitted to visit the New World without
permission from Spain or Portugal, the
Medici lived it vicariously through illustra-
tions, objects and artifacts.

Maps of the then-known world, created
by a lone monk under candle light, cover
the walls of Francisco’s studiolo. The ceil-
ing carries on the theme of more is more.
Every inch is decorated.

There are also two little cells in the tall
bell tower. Savonarola was held in one of
them. With fortune’s flip of the florin,
Cosimo I was also briefly imprisoned there
by those jealous of his power.

However, using his influence (aka

The Eastern Townships is the only Canadian region to be
featured in the New York Times list of best places to visit in 2023!

All that you desire awaits you here: close proximity to the Bromont,
Sutton, and Orford mountain ski resorts, cycling and hiking trails,
beautiful lakes for swimming and boating, equestrian centres,

wineries and fine dining. All of this is LUSt an hour away from

Montreal and minutes from the Vermont

order. If you are lookin

for a lifestyle change, let me help you find your own piece o
paradise here in the Eastern Townships.

LYNN LAVIGNE

Canadian
MAGEN DAVID ADOM
Canadien

(.

ROYAL LEPAGE

"E— AL
AU BOMMET

THE MONTREAL GALA

celebrating

Tuesday, May 30, 2023

SHAAR HASHOMAYIM SYNAGOGUE
450 KENSINGTON AVENUE, WESTMOUNT | COCKTAIL: 6:00 p:m. | DINNER: 700 pan.

bribes) he fled to Venice, but not before
closing the Medici banks in Florence.

It didn’t take long for the Florentines to
arrive in Venice to change that situation.
Very shortly Cosimo returned to rule once
again.

Begun in 1249 by Arnoldo di Cambio,
the architect of the Duomo and Santa
Croce, the Palazzo Vecchio rose on the
ruins of other palazzi.

Today, it is one of the iconic symbols of
Florence. Michelangelo’s “David” once
stood outside.

(Best not to show that statue to just any-
body. A teacher in Florida was just forced
to resign because she showed “David” to
her grade 6 class. Some parents com-
plained. They felt that the 16th century
masterpiece was inappropriate for their
children. One called it “pornographic.”)

A DINING EXPERIENCE « EXTRAORDINAIRE » WITH

‘Food is a huge passion of mine!’

My love of food began at an early age, helping my mother
cook and set the table. Growing up in a Sephardic Jewish

family with North African and Middle-Eastern roots, food
was and still is a passion...a way of life. Every holiday has
its unique set of incredible dishes...there was not a single
dish that our family and friends served that was not
beautifully spiced up. | was always fascinated with the
color, scents and combinations,

FOR TICKETS AND SPONSORSHIP: gala@cmdai.org | 514-731-4400 | www.cmdai.org/galamtl
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sicotte &co

Marie Sicotte +1514 953 9808
Real Estate Broker marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

j $3 495 000 $3,295,000

$2,445,000
[P i ‘ : E
Sainte-Anne-des-Lacs Westmount Westmount Town of Mount-Royal
21 CH. DES CAPUCINES 2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1901 2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1403 212 LOCKHART AV.

2 - g.l:‘l" B 5
$1,125,000 ; ~ $1,095,000 e
e “ecrwmra L%
Westmount Ahuntsic-Cartierville Town of Mount-Royal Downtown
370 ELM AV. 10149 PELOQUIN AV. 1730 CH. NORWAY 1070 RUE DE BLEURY, APT. 711

RENTAL $8,500/MONTH RENTAL $5,250/MONTH

South-West Ville-Marie Westmount Westmount Adjacent

1690 GRAND TRUNK 2700 CH. HILL PARK, BEAVER LAKE 303 GROSVENOR AV. 4829 GROSVENOR AV.

Es4E Sutte)e | BARNES
O] E \ GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.

Scan me to know me! 245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2Mé6
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ENGEL&VOLKERS
BRIAN DUTCH

INTRODUCING REVISED PRICE REVISED PRICE
333 Kensington Ave, Westmount. 11 Douglas Ave., Westmount 200 Lansdowne Ave., #103, Westmount
Stunning, exceptionally spacious home. Exquisite "John Hand” built home. Move-in condition! 2 storey - 2 bdr - 2.5 baths
Prime location. Fully renovated. $2,295,000. private outdoor space & 3 garages!
For rent, 1year at $9,800 per month. $895,000

SOLD NEW LISTING SOLD
3415 de Venddme, Adj. Westmount 3123 Daulac, Adj. Westmount 2076 Tupper, Shaughnessy Village
Bursting with charm! The ultimate exclusive and tranquil address. THE most charming Victorian townhouse!
Wonderful location. $3,995,000
AT T T
CIESITS
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EDOUARD GAMACHE
Residential Real Estate Broker & Advisor

T.514-571-2345

/" #% . BRIANDUTCH
?ﬁ:! ~==|  Real Estate Broker & Advisor - Private Office

\"-"l‘,' T.514-386-2902
| 4 brian.dutch@evrealestate.com | briandutch.com

©2023 Engel &\Volkers Tous droits réservés. Franchisé indépendant et autonome Si votre propriété est déja inscrite
veuillez ne pas faire cas de cette annonce.Courtier immobilier, agence immobiliere, Engel &Vélkers Montréal / Québec

edouard.gamache@evrealestate.com




