
Federal Liberals to choose nominee 

The two known candidates for the federal Liberal nomination are Fred Headon, seen at left April 
22 near Westmount Park, and Anna Gainey, seen April 28 in front of Westmount Florist on Victoria 
Ave. See p. 14 for stories. Photos: Jennifer Ball.

Annual event at Vic Hall returns after 3 years 

Art Westmount to feature work 
of some 35 local artists May 6-7 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Art Westmount returns this weekend, 
May 6 and 7, at Victoria Hall after the three-
year pandemic hiatus that cancelled the 
two-day event last held in 2020. 

This time, scheduled to be on hand to 
exhibit and/or sell their work are more 
than 35 artists from related disciplines liv-
ing in or working from studios in West-
mount. These include painters, photogra-
phers, sculptors, miniaturists, and textile/
mosaic artists as well as mixed media, 
according to Mélissa Denis-Daigneault, the 
city’s Community Events organizer. 

Most of the exhibitors are expected to 
be on site at some point throughout the 
two days. The exhibit is open from 10:30 
am to 5 pm. 

The event will be free and open to the 

public with activities for all ages, according 
to Donna Lach, assistant director for the 
library and Community Events. 

It includes refreshments as well as 
workshops in the Gallery and an opportun-
ity to interact with the artists. The work-
shops take place May 6, 10:30 am to 12:30 
pm and May 7, 1 pm to 4:30 pm. 

‘Small garden’ workshops 

The workshops both days are themed 
“Small world – dream gardens” in which 
participants will be able to “create their 
own diorama” with gallery curator Ève-
Catherine Champoux. 

Along with showcasing their work, Lach 
said many of the participants will also have 
prints, cards and bags for sale. “With 
Mothers’ Day around the 
corner, (May 14) this pres-

Cannon to be fired May 7 at WAG 

Coronation tree planting, 
tea to take place May 6 
By Laureen Sweeney 

City events to mark the coronation May 
6 of King Charles III will take place that 
day, a Saturday, to include a tree planting 
at King George (Murray) Park and a coron-
ation tea at the Gallery of Victoria Hall. 

These will be followed the next day by 
the firing of the city’s two historic cannon 

at the Westmount Athletic Grounds 
(WAG). 

The planting of an English oak is to take 
place at 2 pm at the northwest side of the 
park by the tennis courts, according to Pub-
lic Works director Robert Talarico. 

It will join the 18 other oaks, he said. 
The park’s official name 
commemorates the 1939 continued on p. 23
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CAROLE G. 
KENNEDY

THRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE

514.949.3230

RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Profusion Immobilier Inc. • Real Estate Agency

M A X W E L L    C A S T L E 
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R   

+1-514-941-8802 maxwellcastle.com 
Re/Max Action Inc., 1225 Greene Ave., Westmount

*Source: Engel & Völkers Americas | Top Advisors by Sides in 2022 ©2023 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. 
If your property is already listed, please disregard this ad. Real estate broker, real estate agency, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec

Real Estate Broker
rochelle.cantor@engelvoelkers.com

514-400-7653

1 Av. Wood #507, Westmount
$1,150,000

418 Av. Clarke, Westmount 
$2,250,000

4175 Ste-Catherine  #802, Westmount
$2,395,000
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Top 1% 
in Canada

REAL ESTATE AGENCY 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Diamond Award Winner 
Top 10 team 

for Royal 
Lepage 
Quebec. 
2009–2017

B.514.316.1482 
C.514.912.1482 
baudinet@royallepage.ca 
www.baudinet.ca

REMARKABLY BRIGHT AND QUIET 2-STOREY HOME

Ville-Marie | 3790 Ch. de la Côte-des-Neiges | $999,999 Côte-des-Neiges | 4660 Av. Bonavista, apt. 701 | $899,000
NEW LISTING

FULLY RENOVATED TWO BED, TWO BATH CONDO

Côte-des-Neiges | 5026 Av. Iona 
$1,699,000 

Saint-Henri | 38 Rue du Square-Sir-George-
Étienne-Cartier, apt. 313 | $999,999 

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce | 2445 Av. West Hill 
$435,000 

Côte-Saint-Luc | 5720 Boul. Cavendish, 
apt. 602 | $2,300/MO

BEAUTIFUL 4 BEDROOM HOME WITH HEATED POOL 

INCREDIBLE NEW CONSTRUCTION CORNER UNIT EXCEPTIONAL 2 BED 2 BATH CONDO 

Golden Square Mile | 1390 Av. des Pins O., 
apt 5A | $549,000 

SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM CO-OP 

Ville-Emard | 5751-5753 Rue Laurendeau 
$625,000 

DUPLEX - EXCELLENT INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY TWO BEDROOM CONDO W/PRIVATE BACKYARD 

Golden Square Mile | 1455 Rue 
Sherbooke O., apt. 2702 | $2,450,000 

PRESTIGIOUS UNIT WITH INCREDIBLE VIEWS 

Ville-Marie | 4500 Ch. de la Côte-des-
Neiges, apt. 607 | $625,000 

BRIGHT CONDO WITH PANORAMIC VIEWS 

FEATURED FEATURED

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

NEW LISTINGFEATURED

FEATURED
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jillprevost.com R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R 514.591.0804 Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

JILL PRÉVOST

F E AT U R E D  P R O P E R T I E S
LITTLE BURGUNDY

RENTED

QUESNEL | $775,000 | MLS 25958797 
Lower 2+1 bdrm co-prop w/garden. 

Full of cachet from 1886!

BEACONSFIELD

HALFORD | $1,200,000 | MLS 27002210 
LOCATION! 4+1 bdrm home 

with an amazing pool!

OLD MONTREAL

McGILL | $749,000 | MLS 21929912 
2 bdrm, 2 bath condo with balcony 

steps from the Old Port!

DOWNTOWN

TUPPER 
UPPER UNIT + LOWER UNIT 
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Public Security lauds value 
of bringing people together 
By Laureen Sweeney 

While the ice storm April 5 reduced 
anticipated attendance to about 20 at Pub-
lic Security’s Easter bingo event at Victoria 
Hall, it was reported to have been a positive 
experience for at least one senior in par-
ticular. 

“He came to see us afterward to say he 
was relatively new to Westmount and had 
just made a friend,” said Kimberley Colqu-
houn, Public Security’s assistant director. 
“The two had spent the event together. He 
didn’t know anyone in Westmount and had 
felt somewhat lost. It shows the value of 
getting people together,” she added. 

While Public Security has been partner-
ing with the Contactivity seniors’ centre 
and had been holding summertime out-
door information sessions in Westmount 
Park, the effort to create additional events 
such as the bingo is a new idea the depart-
ment has begun introducing to get people 
together. 

Q: Is there a doctor nearby? 
A: Two, victim & passer-by 

Westmount, which counts a number of 
doctors who live or work here, often seems 
to have a doctor or nurse passing by when 
an injured person or accident takes place 
on the street, Public Security’s assistant 
director Kimberley Colquhoun com-
mented last week. 

“There always seems to be a doctor 
nearby” she said. 

On April 22, she reported, a fall actually 
involved two doctors: the victim and a 
passer-by. This occurred around 11:55 am 
when the department received a call for an 
injured person near Sherbrooke and Vic-
toria. 

“When patrollers arrived, they were 
directed to where a man was lying on the 
ground. He was reported to have fallen 

while jogging and appeared to be in con-
siderable pain but didn’t want an ambu-
lance.” Just in time, however, a doctor from 
the MUHC happened to pass by and con-
firmed that the man, a resident of West-
mount, had sustained an ankle injury but 
did not require an ambulance. 

Dog walkers alerted to 
leash rules in Summit Park 

Dog walkers are being warned that the 
city’s regulations require all dogs to be 
leashed at all times in Summit Woods dur-
ing the period from April 16 to June 15. 
This is the bird-migration season as well 
as the time for nesting birds and under-
story plant growth in the entire bird and 
fauna sanctuary. The area is closed to 
everyone overnight between midnight and 
5 am. Dogs are also to be kept on leashes 
no longer than six feet. 

On April 23, patrollers in the woods 
stopped and warned a dog walker using a 
retractable leash. They are also checking 
that all dogs have Westmount licences, 
regardless whether or not they live in West-
mount – just as they are also required to 
do in fenced dog runs.

Table of Contents 
Letters, p. 20 

Dodge on November 
real estate transfers, p. 16 

Pet page, p. 18 

Police Report, p. 10 

Social Notes: 
Galerie Blanche, p. 25

ents a wonderful opportunity to support 
local creation and find a truly unique gift 
for mom,” she explained. 

Since 2006, the mission of Art West-
mount has been to recognize and celebrate 
local artists by providing them with an 
opportunity to exhibit, commission free. 
The event usually draws hundreds of visi-
tors. 

On the Saturday, May 6, a tea at 3 pm 
to celebrate the coronation of King Charles 
III will take place in the Gallery following 
the Art Westmount workshop (see separate 
story p. 1).

Art Westmount, cont’d from p. 1
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SPECIAL GUEST  

Ambassador 
Gilad Erdan 

Israel’s Permanent Representative to 
the United Nations

 

THE MONTREAL GALA 
celebrating 

ISRAEL’s 75th 

Tuesday, May 30, 2023 
SHAAR HASHOMAYIM SYNAGOGUE  

450 KENSINGTON AVENUE, WESTMOUNT | COCKTAIL: 6:00 p.m. | DINNER: 7:00 p.m.

FOR TICKETS AND SPONSORSHIP: gala@cmdai.org  |  514-731-4400  |  www.cmdai.org/galamtl

CANADIAN MAGEN DAVID ADOM cordially invites you to

Aimed at revitalizing Vic village 

Public consultation for medical 
office rezoning set for May 9 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A public consultation meeting has been 
set for May 9 at 7 pm regarding a city pro-
posal to allow more medical and doctors’ 
offices in six commercial zones in Victoria 
village, but not at ground level. 

The intent to loosen the zoning located 
roughly along Sherbrooke, between Clare-
mont and Grosvenor, and south along Vic-
toria is described as “to encourage the 
occupation of certain vacant premises on 
the second storey.” 

A freeze on medical clinics and doctors’ 
offices had initially been imposed in By-
law 1456 some nine years ago to pre-empt 
anticipated parking and traffic congestion 
in the district. This had been with an 
anticipated influx of these offices that 

might be set up near the super-hospital 
(see story February 11, 2014, p. 1). 

Since this did not materialize, the draft 
by-law (1601) now under consideration was 
presented at the council meeting March 20 
(see story March 28, p. 1). It was adopted 
April 3 pending the public consultation 
May 9. 

At this meeting, the by-law is to be ex -
plained and the person presiding will hear 
those wishing to express an opinion. 

The by-law is aimed at revitalizing Vic-
toria village by repealing the previous 
quota and maximum area standards for 
medical clinics and doctors’ offices im -
posed in 2014 in the following zones now 
under consideration. They are C5-20-01, 
C5-20-02, C5-20-03, C5-20-04, C5-20-05 
and C17-20-96.

To be re-built in same position 

Minor exemption given for new 
front staircase at 324 Victoria 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A minor exemption from current zon-
ing under By-law 1303 was granted by city 
council April 17 concerning reconstruction 
of the front staircase at 324 Victoria Ave. 
This is occupied by the Animal Hospital 
of Montreal on the west side of the street. 

In explaining the resolution, Councillor 
Conrad Peart as commissioner of infra-

structure, urban planning and architec-
ture, said that allowing the exemption 
would enable a new staircase to encroach 
into the building line in the same position 
as the existing one. 

A minor exemption can be granted only 
if the application of the zoning or subdivi-
sion by-law would cause “serious prejudice 
to the person requesting” 
it and does not “exacer-

Intercity Junior A arriving this fall 

City introduces 3 new hockey 
programs for next season 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Looking ahead after the end of this 
winter’s hockey season, Westmount’s 
Minor Hockey Association will be launch-
ing teams in three new categories for next 
winter’s season, according to Andrew 
Maislin, operations manager for the West-
mount recreation centre (WRC). 

These are an inter-city adult league for 
M21 (Junior A level for ages 18-20) as well 
as a first-ever all-girls’ M13-A team and an 
M7 girls’ team. 

These were announced last week “to 
adapt to the needs of the community,” he 
explained. 

“Previously, we have run the M7 pro-

gram together for boys and girls but we 
will now separate them as the girls’ pro-
gram is growing and we want to start the 
all-girls teams earlier,” he added. A pilot 
M7 all-girls team was recently put together 
to showcase girls’ hockey in the Eastern 
Hockey League (see story November 1, 
2022, p. 4). 

At the adult level, with the start of an 
M21 (Junior A) league, these players will 
have an opportunity to play inter-city com-
petitive hockey level. 

Previously, they had been able to play 
in the city’s in-house (non-competitive 
level) program at Senior level for age 18+. 

The city will continue to offer an in-
house Senior program.

continued on p. 23
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YOUR RELIABLE CHINESE 
BROKER IN WESTMOUNT 

 

Xinfa Wen 
 

Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker 

438-725-1998 
wxfrealty@gmail.com 
Londono Realty Group inc. 
www.londonogroup.com 

SOLD NEW LISTING

3773 The Boulevard, Westmount 3225 Av. Cedar, Westmount $3,690,000 755 Av. Upper Belmont, Westmount $2,499,000

MOTIVATED SELLER FOR RENT

437 Grosvenor, #12, Westmount 3 Bed+1 bath, 1326sf $839,000 4690 Av. Westmount, Westmount $7500/mo

ACCEPTED OFFER

      YCNEGATETASELEAR-.INCTYLARESIONUPROF

yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

CITE DE HAVRE/TROPIQUES NORD 
This 1441.84 sf unit is completely renovated 
with style. It has a terrace of 400 sf, which 
looks onto an atrium, a magnificent 
tropical jungle with wonderful water views. 
Your perfect 1 bedroom, 1+1 bathroom, 
hidden treasure home or delightful 
pied-à-terre. MLS: 28223779 $1,300,000

Editor’s note 

Thank you, Richard Dufour 

Photo: Independent. 

Letter writer Richard Dufour sent me a 
very classy note last week to apologize if 
he had offended me with certain remarks 
in his April 25, p. 9 letter. In the spirit of 
me offering to buy beers for his neigh-
bours if certain things happened (April 18, 
p. 9), he also sent me six beers, pictured at 

our offices May 1. (If only all my interlocu-
tors sent me beer!) He has not offended 
me, but I thank him for his very civilized 
gesture. 

We can be opponents, but not enemies, 
and Dufour has shown us how. Thank you 
again. – DP.
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Zoning proposal bad for Vic village, especially Château residents 
I read councillor and city urban plan-

ning commissioner Conrad Peart’s col-
umn in last week’s issue (April 25, p. 7). It 
is nice to now know so much more about 
the history of Westmount’s zoning laws 
(and other facts) regarding the Château 
Maisonneuve! Wouldn’t it have been nice 
to have had all of this information before 
the March 22 public meeting at city hall? 

Along with Anwoth resident Richard 
Dufour (“with that freedom [of the press] 
comes a responsibility to provide fair and 
unbiased coverage that is not self-serving”), 
Councillor Peart would appear to wish that 
I cease editorializing: “I must admit, it’s 
curious to see the considerable attention 
that the editor of this paper has given to an 
issue in his immediate backyard.” 

Should an editor – who has disclosed 
the pertinent facts of his situation – be 
barred from opining (which is different 
from news coverage) on things in his im -
mediate purview? Councillors – who are 
government officials – are not. Indeed, one 
of the heralded benefits of a small city is 
that council members know the commu-
nity. The same goes for newspaper editors. 

It is an obvious argument to criticize 
my engagement because of my address. 
But Albert Square was also very close to 
my house. Maybe it is the undemocratic, 

developer-driven origin of this Château 
proposal and its massive size (102 units vs. 
eight for Albert Square) that got me inter-
ested? 

The city may like its residents to be un -
informed (or slowly informed). But don’t I 
owe it to my neighbours and readers to 
speak up if I see something bad? 

We see how the city sometimes operates 
with its March 22 meeting. The developer 
and city staff worked for months, without 
telling the press or public, on their presen -
tations (and maybe a draft by-law), “in -
vited” residents to a meeting/sales job at 
city hall and may end up saying: “Here’s 
the new by-law. Stop us if you can.” 

Most residents in these cases learn very 
slowly about the city’s approach, the prov-
ince’s petition/registry/referendum pro-
cess, and the facts and possible conse-
quences of the proposed change. 

In my case, I have been here since the 
predecessors of the current city employees 
and politicians were in the job (and in 
some case the predecessors’ predecessors, 
or predecessors’ predecessors’ predeces -
sors). It doesn’t take any great intelligence 
on my part to quickly comprehend the 
city’s approach, unlike residents who 
spend most of their time on non-municipal 
matters – plus I can react every week, 

unlike residents. 
I can see why the proponents may not 

like this kind of opponent. But how do resi-
dents see it? 

One neighbour told me that she had 
been against the proposal, but had given 
up until reading my first mega-editorial. It 
was a rare uplifting moment in this busi-
ness. I will try not to let her down. 

If I’m wrong, and my arguments are 
refuted, I will be ignored and life will go 
on, including for the proposal. But – locally 
anyway – it doesn’t look like that is going 
to happen. Residents seem grateful for 
what light I can shine on this issue. 

Regardless of how this bunfight ends, 
aren’t you glad we now know so much more 
about our politicians’ plans for Westmount? 
None of this came out in the election! 

Vic village is good, as is 

Back to substance. Even as he shares 
information and adds facts to the debate, 
Councillor Peart sets up many straw argu-
ments to knock down and continues to 
ignore the real concerns of the people who 
actually live in Victoria village. 

Straw argument #1. No one, to the best 
of my knowledge, has said that Westmount 
is too dense. What many are saying, includ-
ing me, is that Victoria village is dense 
enough. In a rational world, without a 
quasi-religious passion for density, there 
has to be a limit on density. Why not pick 
one articulated by residents of the area? 

It is all very nice for Councillor Peart to 
try to sideline the fact that Westmount is 
the fifth densest city in Canada by pointing 
out that hand-picked boroughs of Montreal 
are denser, but most residents are not 
interested in winning a race to highest den-
sity. What would the prize even be? 

Also, as I have written before, West-
mount-below-Sherbrooke is about 36 per-
cent of Westmount’s territory but half its 
population, making it much denser than 
Westmount as a whole. This area gets even 
denser if we exclude the land used by CP 
and the 136/720, and include the contigu-
ous, north side of Sherbrooke (where there 
are many apartment buildings). 

If Councillor Peart can gerrymander the 
Montreal statistics to create denser areas, 
we can do the same for Westmount! 

More importantly, though, residents of 
Vic village know it is dense enough from 
our own experience. We don’t need statisti-
cians to tell us anything about our own 
neighbourhood, or to try to convince us 
with comparisons. When you, your friends 
or your suppliers can’t park, it makes the 
area a less pleasant place to live. When traf-

fic makes life as a pedestrian unpleasant, 
the quality of life starts to suffer. We are 
already at that point. 

I found it interesting to read Philippe 
Lord’s letter (April 18, p. 25) where he 
wrote: “It is clear to residents and Public 
Security that the parking woes are getting 
more and more frequent, tense and some-
times even aggressive.” I, too, have seen 
such an incident and wrote about it 
(August 31, 2021, p. 24). 

The same is true of construction. We 
know there has been too much. When an 
area has been under construction for 15 
years, you become un-interested in chang-
ing longstanding laws to accommodate a 
developer. We want our representatives to 
represent us and say “No.” 

Council members, just listen to the resi-
dents. It’s that easy. 

Does size matter? 

Councillor Peart similarly shows an 
interest in numbers, and not residents’ 
actual thoughts, when it comes to the 
population size of Westmount. Westmount 
used to be bigger. So? Westmount is older 
than some communities. So? 

If the municipal government of West-
mount taxed income (which tends to de -
cline with age) and/or provided services 
that become more expensive with resi-
dents’ age (which the federal and provincial 
governments do with health care and re -
tire ment programs), then the city’s “age 
pyramid” might be a relevant concern of 
municipal bureaucrats and politicians. 

But the city taxes property (and will 
always get paid, by cheque or forfeiture/
auction) and fixes roads, neither of which 
are affected by an aging population. Why 
go looking for problems, or take on the 
burdens of other levels of governments? 

What keeps the exterior lot unbuilt? 

I am also happy to learn more about the 
impediments to a building going up on the 
Château’s outdoor parking lot. It is good 
that so many barriers to an added building 
exist, including the need to subdivide the 
lot before erecting a new building and the 
existence of indoor parking underneath the 
outdoor lot. But why give up a requirement 
– the required parking ratio – when it may 
provide another barrier? 

More deeply, if parking becomes de -
valued as an urban-planning goal (which 
this proposal would do), the outdoor lot 
becomes superfluous. Future councillors, 
and bureaucrats, and owners or their rep-
resentatives, could make arguments for 
even lower levels of required parking and 

Editorial

Addendum: Taxes, taxes, taxes 
Regarding tax revenue, I am – again – 

happy to have more facts from Councillor 
Peart. It is difficult to talk about the effect 
of the proposed Château zoning change on 
taxes because, even if it goes through, it will 
not happen in a vacuum or be the focus of 
the next budget. Lots of other things will be 
changing too. As a result, we have to make 
small, hypothetical, changes to the cur rent 
budget to guess about the effect. 

At present, Westmount taxes residential 
properties of more than five units at 
$0.6162 per $100 of valuation and commer-
cial at $2.6731 (January 17, p. 20). As a re -
sult, if the whole year were “re-taxed” with 
only the status of the targeted floors con-
verted from commercial to residential, 
there would be less revenue to the city. 

But the city would still try to raise the 
same aggregate amount of tax money. 
How would it make up this (notional) 
shortfall? There are two main options: 

The assessed valuation of the converted 1.
floors could go up, 
One or more tax rates could go up. 2.
For the city to get the same amount of 

tax money out of any floors converted from 
commercial to residential use (Councillor 

Peart’s preferred option), the floors would 
have to increase in municipal evaluation 
by 4.3 times (2.6731/0.6162). 

Will this happen? Councillor Peart 
seems optimistic on this point but reminds 
us that the Montreal agglomeration deter-
mines municipal property values. It is, I 
think, the first time in 16 years at this job 
that I have heard a Westmount politician 
express optimism that the agglomeration 
of Montreal will help out the municipal 
government of Westmount. 

The other solution is to increase one or 
more of the tax rates, i.e. move some of the 
Château’s current tax burden from it to all 
the other taxpayers. In my opinion, this is 
the more likely scenario, at least in part. 
Do you want to pay more tax because of 
this proposed conversion? 

But why put the city in a position to 
need a major increase in the evaluation of 
the Château’s converted floors, or have to 
increase rates on other taxpayers, in order 
to stay flat financially when we can simply 
decline the proposal and keep the status 
quo? A bird in hand is worth two in the 
bush … or three in the hands of the ag -
glom eration of Montreal. – DP.
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other rule changes. Why not draw a line in 
the sand now? As my neighbour Michele 
Hayden said (April 18, p. 24), “Enough is 
enough.” 

Councillor Peart’s list of obstacles might 
look like a “to do” list for the current owner 
or a future one. And the city has tipped its 
hand by showing that zoning law is … mal-
leable? porous? flexible? I have heard less 
polite descriptions. 

I do not know why major changes to 
zoning by-laws were made in 1986 and 
2001, but the effects seem pretty clear. The 
net result has not been to exclude any 
group of people, but to shape the architec-
tural character and density of the area. And 
who knows? Maybe those lawmakers had 
this exact situation in mind. 

Regardless, we like our neighbourhood 
at this density. Let’s keep it the way it is. 

Château residents 

Councillor Peart makes the extraordi-
nary insinuation that the opponents of this 
proposal are “exclusionary.” I challenge 
him to substantiate this claim with what 
he has read in this newspaper. (I have no 
idea what he hears elsewhere.) 

Speaking for myself, I knew and was 
friendly with several people at the Château 
before all this and would be very happy to 
have more neighbours like them. As with 
my non-Château ones, I have met more 
Château neighbours as a result of this 
brouhaha and they seem great, too. (This 
episode may end up being an exercise in 
community building, although not in the 
way intended by most municipal actors.) 

No one is saying anything about the 
people who live at the Château or about 
future tenants. We are saying that there are 
enough of all of us living here – enough of 
ourselves – already. If a restaurant you’re at 
is full and service is slowing down, don’t 
you advise your friends to stay away? 

Indeed, I think some of the most likely, 
and most severe, potential victims of this 
proposal are current Château residents. 
How would this zoning change help them? 
There will be fewer legally required park-
ing spaces. Are parking prices and avail-
ability likely to get better or worse as a 
result? There will be more tenants in their 
building using the common services. Will 
access improve or worsen? There will be 
the major construction needed to turn 
com mercial units into residential ones. 
Who will be closest to the resulting noise, 
dust and traffic? It won’t be in their back-
yards. It will be under their roof. 

But Councillor Peart does not seem 
interested in current voters. Why worry 
about them, and their actual experiences 
and first-person evidence, when sunny 
uplands exist full of potential, hypotheti-
cally happy, residents? 

The future of central planners is always 
great. If only we could actually live there. 

Freedom 
Then we get personal. Councillor Peart 

writes, “In the past, the editor has cham-
pioned the principles of free markets, self-
determination and private property rights.” 

I am proud to be known as a supporter 
of free markets and property rights. Thank 
you, Councillor Peart, for reminding people! 

What I oppose is one set of rules, or 
property rights, for developers with multi-
unit properties below Sherbrooke and 
another set for residents with one West-
mount property. Developers have an effec-
tive back door to change rules/rights that 
they don’t like. Residents don’t. 

Look no further than last week’s Inde-
pendent for evidence. Resident John Van 
Toch wrote a satirical letter (p. 9) endorsing 
valet parking in Vic village, but he also 
relayed the very real story of his unsuccess-
ful quest for a parking pad. What did resi-
dent Van Toch do? Suffer. What do devel-
opers do? Ask for a zoning change and set 
the city’s bureaucracy in motion for their 
own purposes. And they succeed, unless 
residents mobilize to stop them. 

I am a friendly acquaintance of Van 
Toch, but I was unaware of his issue and 
have never been to his house. Regardless, 
let us do a simple thought exercise. Whose 
proposed change has more potential to be 
disruptive to neighbours, his or the Châ-
teau’s? Who was treated better by the city? 

The mayor chipped in with a similar 
bon mot on property rights in an email to 
me April 25 about my March 12, 2019, p. 8 
editorial (see above right). (I have twice told 
the mayor that we are never off the record.) 
The distinction is obvious. In the current 
case, a company, Creccal Investments, is 
asking for a change to longstanding laws 
for its benefit – an amendment process not 
open to most Westmount residents. Crec-
cal has never articulated a position against 
zoning laws in principle (or against this 
law until it became inconvenient) and zon-
ing is an unremarkable part of municipal 
life. (If we want to get rid of all zoning laws, 
that is another discussion and, again, their 
abolition should be for everyone, not the 
select few. See more on this below.) 

In the case of Cromwell, people (not the 
city) were calling for laws to constrain its 
right to price, and sometimes not to rent, 
its commercial space. There was no zoning 
issue, and the proposals were a novel as -
sault on economic freedom. As that debate 
evolved, it turned out that even the Quebec 
government – hard ly a bastion of free enter-
prise – would not allow municipalities to 
do what was proposed. As in the case of 
Cromwell, I will defend Creccal’s right to 
use its economic freedom to set its prices 
for commercial space, or leave them empty. 

And isn’t Vic village, where Cromwell 
owns so buildings, in my backyard too? 

The mayor’s final sentence is a textbook 
case of an ad hominem attack. Even if I am 

a hypocrite, it does not make me wrong 
about the Château proposal. 

And remember I am not a public offi-
cial. I do not tax you or make laws. I don't 
think anyone much cares about my (al -
leged!) inconsistency from four years ago. 

Property rights 

But back to property rights, one of my 
favourite topics. I am happy to accept 
Councillor Peart’s implicit challenge. Let’s 
get deeply libertarian and get rid of all the 
urban planning rules – a nice even playing 
field of unlimited property rights. Resi-
dents of Victoria village (and all of West-
mount) would be free to sell out to devel-
opers keen to build Château Somerville, 
and Château Winchester, and Château 
Burton, and Château Victoria. 

Central planners in love with density 
would be happy too. If Density is an insa-
tiable god, let’s give the owners of land next 
to the Château Maisonneuve the right to 
lay sacrifices on His altar too. 

The area would quickly look like Griffin-
town or the area near the new forum or 
The Jetsons, but at least the city would be 
intellectually consistent and even handed 
between types of property owners, and cur-
rent residents could sell out at a nice price. 
For statistics chasers, Westmount’s density 
and total population would skyrocket! An 
ironic hurray! 

I would rather stay with our inherited 
patchwork of current laws, all the while 
applying them evenly and changing them 
when people want them changed. These laws 
have – by design or chance – created a vis-
ually appealing, dense-but-not-too-dense, 
walkable neighbourhood. A real hurray! 

And let’s talk about free markets, an -
other great topic. What is a market re -
sponse when you have difficulties in sell-
ing your product or service (in this case, 
commercial real estate space)? For starters, 
a business could lower its price, invest in  
its offering, market it differently or some 
combination of all three. What is NOT a 
market response? Asking the government 

to re-write the rules just for you. That 
would be interest-group politics. 

Once again: I am not implying that the 
Creccal representatives or the city’s 
unelected employees have done anything 
against current law or practice. I am asking: 
should this be the practice? 

Fireworks and funniness 

As a parting shot, Councillor Peart mis-
interprets my comment about “fireworks.” 
I did not “pledge” them as some sort of 
threat. I predicted them, given my experi-
ence of debates, and that neutral readers 
could enjoy them: “People who are in -
different: sit back and watch the fireworks” 
(April 4, p. 9). There is a big difference. 

He then accuses me of detracting “from 
the seriousness of the issue.” I don’t write 
six pages (and counting) of editorials on 
something that I do not take seriously. 

But we should always keep our sense of 
humour. If soldiers can make jokes in war 
zones (and we are told they do), we can 
laugh at our issues – all of which are 
picayune in comparison. 

More deeply, all debate participants 
should remember that many Westmount -
ers (and non-Westmounters) look at all 
Westmount municipal politics (and news 
coverage!) as one big joke. In a very inter-
esting mayoral election in 2017, 57.8 per-
cent of Westmounters did not bother to 
vote (November 14, 2017, p. 2). This West-
mount majority saw no difference between 
the proposed mayoralties of Christina 
Smith, Patrick Martin and Beryl Wajsman! 
Without endorsing (or not endorsing) 
them, I can’t see how anyone could view 
these three options identically – but that 
was the majority opinion. So let’s argue 
hard and show up, but – yes – see the 
humour, laugh and enjoy the show. 

David Price is the editor of the 
Independent. He lives in a zone 

contiguous to 4998 de Maisonneuve Blvd. 
and across from the building’s exterior 

York St. parking lot. The city is welcome 
to submit a reply column of equal length.
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Westmount Square Medical Centre closes – No one informs patients 
By Jennifer Ball 

Westmount Square Medical Centre 
(WSMC) has gone from super-clinic to 
group family clinic to closure, all in the 
span of five years. 

In 2018, then provincial minister of 
health and social services Gaétan Barrette 
announced that the WSMC was to become 
a walk-in and medical super-clinic. In 
2022, it lost its super-clinic status and 
became a family medicine group clinic and 
now in 2023, it has closed entirely. 

As recently as October 2022, three family 
doctors, six general practitioners, 11 special-
ists as well as nine wellness centre workers 
were listed as working at the WSMC. 

Amir Chouyoukhi is a property man-
ager with the group Creccal, who manages 
the commercial portion of Westmount 
Square. He told the Independent on April 
27 that the WSMC has closed. 

“We have no information,” was his reply 
when he was asked about the situation, but 
confirmed that “they definitely closed over-
night and they are definitely closed.” 

The only evidence this was ever medical 
services on the fifth floor is signage listing 
the Montreal Retina Institute and directing 
patients to the onsite ophthalmologist. The 
medical secretaries at the institute were 
reticent to comment on what went on with 
their previous neighbours when asked by 
the Independent. 

A clinic patient found out about the clo-
sure by showing up for a scheduled ap -
point ment, only to be turned away. 

“…exactly a week ago [April 19],” she 
said, “patients with appointments turned 
up to find the Groupe Santé Westmount 

Square clinic closed, the floor in which the 
clinic was located inaccessible by elevator 
and the phone disconnected… 

“There was no sign, notice or other 
com munication explaining the closure… 
Patients have not been contacted. On the 
day of my appointment, the first day of the 
closure, a person in a suit, who did not 
identify himself, got on the elevator to 
explain that the fifth floor was inaccessible 
and that we should talk to security… 

“Security told us to call 811 – who knew 
nothing about the situation…” 

Barry Morgan, media relations special-
ist, CIUSSS du Centre-Ouest-de-l’Ile-de 
Montréal, Integrated Health & Social Ser-
vices University Network for West-Central 
Montreal, notified the Independent that 
WSMC had become a Family Medicine 
Group on November 4, 2022. 

On April 28, Morgan said “the West-
mount Square Medical Centre no longer 

has its Groupe de médecine de famille 
(GMF) designation since April 1. Please 
contact Dr. Yvan Philippe Fortin, in charge 
of appointments for the clinic.” 

Requests for the best coordinates for Dr. 
Fortin, answers to how patients can access 
their clinic medical records or even why 
April appointments were not cancelled, 
went unanswered. 

Attempts to reach both the medical 
director Dr. Yvan Fortin and the clinic’s co-
owner Luc Provost through LinkedIn on 
April 26 were also unsuccessful. The 
phone number for the clinic (514.934.2334) 
is no longer in service. 

Back in November 2022, two healthcare 
professionals who had worked at WSMC 
offered their observations anonymously 
and they were direct about troubles brew-
ing there. 

The first healthcare source had seen a 
shift in the past three years: “…physicians 

are fed up and they’re just opting out, in 
record numbers, of the public sector… 

“A large number just retired, just felt 
that it’s not worth it. Not worth the time, 
not worth the effort, not with the small 
reimbursement and the dwindling re -
sources.” 

The second source described the situ-
ation as a perfect storm. 

“…I know from other clinics that I work 
at, it’s really hard to recruit doctors in Mon-
treal because there’s only a few new doctors 
allowed in Montreal every year.” 

The WSMC patient worried that “this 
closure, and the disappearance of both 
family doctors and specialists, together 
with patients’ medical records, will affect 
quite a number of Westmount residents...” 

It is a wider issue. The clinic was meant 
to serve not just the immediate area but 
almost all of the downtown Montreal area 
and into the suburbs.

The fifth floor and concourse clinic areas on April 26.

Police Report 

Suspects target jewellery in upper Westmount burglaries 
By Martin C. Barry 

A Montreal police department spokes-
person is advising Westmounters – es pecial -
ly those living near the summit – to switch 
on alarms, report suspicious activity and call 
9-1-1 if necessary following yet another bur-
glary at an upper Westmount home. 

In March, officers at Station 12 on Stan-
ton St. launched investigations after homes 
near Sunnyside, Lexington and Shorncliffe 
avenues near the summit were broken into 
and robbed. 

The thieves appeared to be after jewel-
lery, and in one case the value of the prop-
erty stolen exceeded $40,000, qualifying it 
as a “major crime” as defined by police. 

In the latest burglary incident, a home 
around Forden Ave. was broken into and 
robbed around 7 pm on the evening of 

April 22. According to the police report, the 
suspects approached the house through 
the back yard (the same modus operandi 
used in the earlier cases). 

However, as they were entering through 
a window, at least one of the suspects sus-
tained a cut, which left behind a trail of 
blood, according to Station 12 community 
relations officer Cst. Mike Yigit. The per-
petrators managed nonetheless to search 
through the dwelling before fleeing. 

Blood samples were sent for DNA 
analysis to the police department’s foren-
sics division, and “hopefully we’re going 
to get a match and we’ll be able to identify 
the suspect,” said Yigit, adding that “if this 
person has a prior record, then he’ll be 
identified.” 

He said the blood evidence “will stay in 
the system until in the future he gets ar -

rested, at which point his DNA will come 
up.” Again in this case, the suspects got 
away with an important quantity of jewel-
lery, said Yigit. 

He suggested that before going out, 
home owners should always remember to 
switch on their alarm systems, “because I 
know of a couple of break-in instances 
where people said they had an alarm but 
they forgot to turn it on.” 

With the summer vacation period loom-
ing, he suggested that home owners take 
precautions while planning to be away, 
such as advising neighbours. 

“Also, if they see anything suspicious, 
anybody walking around who does not 
seem to belong in the area, they can always 
call 9-1-1 to report things like suspicious 
vehicles.” 

Toyota SUV stolen 
A tourist from France who had parked 

a rented Toyota Highlander SUV on Sher-
brooke St. near Atwater Ave. on April 21 
realized it had been stolen on the morning 
of April 22 when the vehicle was missing. 

“He had rented the Highlander at the 
airport,” said Yigit. “And in the morning 
after he woke up, he went looking for it 
and couldn’t find it.” 

According to the Canadian insurance 
industry fraud investigation service Équité 
Association, the Toyota Highlander ranked 
fifth on a list of most stolen vehicles in 
Canada in 2022. 

They said one reason the vehicles listed 
are vulnerable is that they don’t have an 
ignition immobilizer, which is an advanced 
anti-theft device that can prevent thieves 
from hot-wiring a vehicle.
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Raising the flag 

Would it kill you to discuss organ donation? 
No, according to Transplant Quebec 

By Jennifer Ball 

Having a discussion with your family 
about becoming a possible organ donor 
does not foretell your immediate demise. 

That seems obvious enough but it is 
surprising how many individuals are 
rattled by the thought of it, according to 
Martine Bouchard, the CEO of Transplant 
Quebec. “… for some reason, people have 
this myth that if you have these dis-
cussions, you are then going to walk out 
onto the street and you are going to die. 
That is just ridiculous, but it is a percep-
tion.” 

Bouchard was at city hall on April 20 to 
raise the flag for organ and tissue donation 
week, which ran from April 23 to 29 this 
year. She was advocating for the 913 
people, as of the end of last year, registered 
on the waiting list managed by Transplant 
Quebec. 

“While there is a need for all organs, I’d 
say the most ‘popular’ organ that’s trans-
planted – if you allow me that expression 
– are kidneys. There are lots of people on 
the waiting list for kidney-organ trans-
plants, but every organ is important and 
every person that’s on the waiting list is 
also important.” 

In terms of organs, the kidney is the 
easiest organ to donate, in that an individ-
ual can live with one kidney. “You can be 
a living donor and you can help somebody 
that you know or somebody that you do not 
know. Of course, there’s a whole bunch of 
required criteria so that you are a great fit.” 

The Independent queried Bouchard if it 
wouldn’t benefit patients on waiting lists, 

for Quebec residents to have to opt out of 
becoming organ donors – as opposed to 
having to opt in, as you currently need to 
do via the back of Régie de l’assurance mal-
adie du Québec (RAMQ) card, or the 
RAMQ registry. 

“There are various opinions on that sub-
ject and there are various provinces that 
are doing a whole bunch of stuff in 
Canada. My first instinct would be it’s a 
fantastic option, but that’s not the only 
thing that’s going to make it easier for us 
or whoever is on the receiving list. That is, 
for the simple reason, that you need to talk 
to your family first.” 

Family asked in opt-out cases 

Bouchard said that when potential 
donors get to the hospital, even if it is an 
opt-out patient, the medical team will ask 
the family what they would have wanted. 
“We need to have lots of teaching amongst 
staff, among the population. We need to 
have a societal movement and we need a 
discussion on what the Quebec population 
needs and wants. Then we can move for-
ward with the best practice.” 

Mayor Christina Smith facilitated Bou-
chard’s hoisting of green ribbon flag in 
support of national organ and tissue dona-
tion awareness week by giving her control 
of the flag-pole handle. 

“Today, Westmount will raise the green-
ribbon flag in support of national organ 
and tissue donation awareness week. West-
mount is proud to be a supporter of this 
national organ and tissue donation aware-
ness week. And this event is an opportun-
ity to draw attention to the critical need for 
donors across the country and to encour-
age Canadians to formalize their decision 
to become donors and discuss it with their 
loved ones,” Smith said on the day.

◀ From left, Martine Bouchard, CEO of Trans-
plant Quebec, and Mayor Christina Smith in 
front of city hall on April 20.
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The Study hosts 17 schools at all-girls leadership conference 
By Jennifer Ball 

After three years of pandemic – 
with last year’s conference an on-
line only event – girls from 17 dif-
ferent schools convened at an all-
girls leadership conference and 
there were bearhugs, air kisses, 
networking and also much cogita-
tion on future career paths. 

The event took place at The 
Study school at 3233 The Boul-
evard at the corner of Braeside 
Place, on April 21. 

Kim McInnes is the head of 
The Study and she said “…I hope 
that this conference fills you with 
the curiosity and the confidence 
needed to seize opportunities and 
make a positive difference in the 
world…” 

Beatrice Bousser is a teacher at 
the school and event co-organizer, 
along with Erica Szwimer, Chan-
tale Lewis and grade 11 student co-
chairs Yian (Olivia) Wu and 
Geneva Pham. 

“[Wu and Pham] are the ones 
that are coordinating all of these 
students,” Bousser said. 

The conference is an opportun-
ity for teenagers to meet commu-
nity leaders like Jason Joseph, a 
recreational specialist and special 
education technician who has 
spent many years working with the 
English Montreal School Board 
and Montreal’s youth commu-
nities. 

The all-girls leadership confer-
ence had 350 attending last year 
and 386 registered for this year. 
Grade 11 students develop work-
shops where the delegates will 
gain tactics to win them the hearts 
and minds of future adversaries 
and comrades. “Be it listening, co -
operation, problem solving, team 
collaboration. All of that is being 
discussed during these work-
shops,” Bousser said. 

So, what established world 
leaders seem to resonate with 
young, future ones? “Leaders that 
are young leaders and female and 
people who talk about problems 
that really affect the youth,” 
Bousser replied. 

With the hot-
button issues be -Three girls in conference tee-shirts. continued on p. 26
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Federal Liberal nomination
Gainey looks to build on party, 
foundation work 
By Jenifer Ball 

Anna Gainey is listening carefully to 
what constituents in the NDG–Westmount 
riding have to say. A source, who has ex -
perience with past Liberal campaigns, said 
that while the date has not yet been set, it 
could be just a matter of weeks before the 
Liberal candidate is chosen to run in the 
by-election and potentially retain the seat 
for the Liberals. 

According to Elections Canada, “the 
date of the by-election must be announced 
between March 20 and September 5, 2023. 
This announcement signals the start of the 
by-election period. The by-election must 
be held on a Monday, at least 36 days but 
not more than 50 days after the day the by-
election is announced. Therefore, the ear-
liest date that the NDG–Westmount by-
election can be held is Monday, May 1, 
2023.” 

The latest date the election could be 
held is Monday, October 23, 2023, accord-
ing to Geneviève Nickel, communications 
officer, Media Relations and Environ-
mental Monitoring, Elections Canada. 

Gainey is the former federal Liberal 
Party president, serving in the role from 
2014 to 2018. Her decision to run came 
after receiving encouragement from 
family, friends and colleagues. “After a 
great deal of reflection and many encour-
aging conversations, I’m excited to share 
that I will be putting my name forward to 
be our next Liberal candidate for NDG-
Westmount in the upcoming federal by-
election – and I’m hoping I can count on 
your ideas, guidance, and support… 

“…I firmly believe that our community 
needs a strong, dedicated voice in Ottawa, 
and I am ready to be that voice… 

“Through my work, I’ve seen firsthand 
the critical role that organizations like 
Chez Doris and the NDG Food Depot have 
in our city. There is much more to do, and 
I want to work with all orders of govern-
ment and community leaders to support 
the most vulnerable in our neighbour-
hoods, and create a better future for every 
family who calls NDG-Westmount their 
home.” 

Marc Garneau’s sudden departure trig-
gered some reflection as to who could fill 
those big shoes, she said. “I have a clear 
track record in the party. I’ve been engaged 
for probably 20 years at this point in some 
capacity, and I’ve also just been really pres-
ent here in our community… 

“It’s a unique opportunity to use my 
skills and my experience and my passion 
for our community to serve and to be a 
really strong voice for our neighborhood, 
in Ottawa.” 

Past grant recipients of her family’s 
philanthropic endeavour, the Gainey Foun-
dation, have worked in the milieu of the 
arts and in resuscitating the environment. 
It won’t come as a shock therefore that cli-
mate change, environmental issues and 
sustainability will be a priority, were she to 
win the nomination and go on to win the 
seat in parliament. 

From the get-go she would “… start with 
the importance of climate change and 
reaching our commitments to get to net-
zero… 

“…Climate is a great example where we 
all have to pull all levels of government, all 
regions of the country to get to net-zero, 
and we owe that, as a minimum, to our 
kids and grandkids to be really focused on 
those objectives.” 

On a more micro scale, Gainey is of 
opinion that politics is about people and 
relationships. “I think that I have the capac-
ity here to draw on my relationships and 
to build out, from the ones that I have to 
get, to know more people in our riding and 
to really listen to the issues and the con-
cerns that they have.” 

The objective at each step of the way, is 
reaching as many people as she can, she 
said. “Returning phone calls, taking phone 
calls and really committing my time to lis-
tening and meeting people. That priority 
will remain, throughout my service, in 
whatever role I’m serving in.” 

She lives in Westmount. 
See photo on p. 1.

Headon looks to rejuvenate riding 
association, be part of 4th mandate 
By Jennifer Ball 

The first order of business, should Fred 
Headon win the Liberal Party nomination, 
in the federal electoral district of NDG-
Westmount, is to ensure the riding associ-
ation is refreshed and on point for the 
upcoming by-election. 

Headon is seeking the nomination of 
the Liberal Party for the seat vacated by 
Marc Garneau 

“None of us were excited at the prospect 
that Garneau was going to retire, though 
we all knew that some day he would.” 

So, when Garneau did announce on 
March 8 that he had resigned, Headon 
went into high gear. It does appear that this 
will be a very short campaign and so rather 
than spending a lot of time on formalities, 
he said he will just put his shoulder to the 
wheel. 

Headon is currently vice president and 
general counsel, labour & employment, at 
Air Canada. He is also past president of the 
Canadian bar association. Since 2018, he 
has also been a course lecturer at the fac-
ulty of law at McGill University. 

With the by-election imminent, Headon 
is aware that securing a fourth mandate is 
not exactly a slam-dunk for the incumbent 
party. 

“We know from history that a fourth 
consecutive mandate is always a challenge, 
as is a by-election for the governing party. 
And so having a strong candidate who can 
contribute to that renewal with some new 
perspectives, some new energy, some new 
ideas, will be helpful in developing our 
next platform.” 

He was prompted to run, he said, be -
cause he and his family have lived in the 
riding for 20 years. “Our family is very 

engaged in activities ranging from the 
hockey association to the daycare to the 
schools. The riding is very dear to our 
hearts. 

“…it’s a chance for me to give back to a 
community that we care deeply about.” 

Headon feels that he has had the good 
fortune to acquire many skills in his career 
that he feels would benefit constituents. 
“Certainly, in my work at Air Canada. We 
have in the time I’ve been there, gone 
through very difficult, challenging times… 

“Certainly, the pandemic in the last few 
years, which has given me an interesting 
perspective on how important government 
can be in helping to ensure that the econ-
omy functions well and for everyone’s 
benefit. We can see where there are limits 
to what business and the economy can do, 
and where we need governments to come 
in to support…” 

Headon has different priorities in the 
two distinct phases of winning the Liberal 
nomination and then winning the election 
for the parliamentary seat. 

Should he win the nomination, “I will 
be looking to bring together the riding 
association… 

“So, certainly after the nomination, if I 
am successful, the first priority will be that 
and making sure the riding association – 
which of course has been through a 
number of elections in short order – is 
refreshed to take on the by-election…” 

Should he win the parliamentary seat, 
he would be “turning my mind very quick -
ly to the work that can be done when the 
house is not sitting. Files like housing and 
the environment, cost of living, will be 
issues that I’ll be also engaged in.” 

He lives in NDG. 
See photo on p. 1.

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906



May 2, 2023 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 15

         

                                 

   

 

 

AA

TAUTHENTIC WESTMOUNT  PROPERTY  I   2 GARAGES
SUM

         

                                 

   

 

 

A SELECTION OF OUR FINE PROPERTIES

MPTUOUS STONE RESIDENCE SURROUNDED BY GREENER

         

                                 

   

 

 

S

SUPERB & SPPAACIOUS TOWNHOUSE ON THE FLAT
RRYY

         

                                 

   

 

 

000195,$3,

STCH. CÔTE T--ANTOINE, W

MAGNIFICENT TOWNHOUSE 

         

                                 

   

 

 

WESTMOUNT

 ON 4 LEVELS

         

                                 

   

 

 GRACIOUS RESI

$2

VAV.. WOO

         

                                 

   

 

 

000,790

IDENCE   I CING A P   FFAA PAARK

2,

OD, WESTMOUNT

         

                                 

   

 

 

000$2,395,

         

                                 

   

 

 

000

ED TOWNHOUSE   I   2-CAR GARAGE

ITCR. SUMM T,, WESTMOUNT

$5,495,

RESIDENCE WITH EUROPEAN CHARM   I   Q

         

                                 

   

 

 

000$2,395,

         

                                 

   

 

 

SPPAACIOUS TOWNHOUSE   I   DOUBLE GARAGE VRENOVAATE

VAV.. METCALFE, WESTMOUNT

         

                                 

   

 

 

VAV.. WOOD, WESTMOUNT

CHARMING & INVITING PROPERTY ON THE FLAT QUIET STREET

         

                                 

   

 

 

000,199$2,

LUXURY REAL 

VAV.. ARGYLE, WESTMOUNT VAV.. LAN

         

                                 

   

 

 

000000,790

A ESTATTE HAS A NAME

$1,

NSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT

$1,495,

VAV.. MERIDIAN, WESTMOUN

         

                                 

   

 

 

$1

VAV.. LANSDONT ADJ.

         

                                 

   

 

 

0001,395,

OWNE, WESTMOUNT

         

                                 

   

 

 

MARIE--YYVONNE 
ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE - REAL ESTATE AGENCY INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED / MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - CHA

HALL OF FAME ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.) NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE QUÉBEC 2018, 2017, 2016, 2015, 2012, 201

TYPM PAAINT..CA  -  514 933 5888  -
         

                                 

   

 

 

PPAAINT
ARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER

11, 2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001

         

                                 

   

 

 

         

                                 

   

 

 



November transfers: Volume still slow 

Note: The following article relates to the 
registration of deeds of sale for Westmount 
property in November 2022, gleaned from 
non-city sources. A list of sales can be found 
on p. 17. 

Seven Westmount house sales were reg-
istered in November last year, a record low 
for the month (by our statistics) and the 
third of the previous four months to tally 
less than 10 sales. So far, we have listed 127 
transfers for the year 2022, higher by three 
than in 2020 as the pandemic raged in 
Quebec, higher by two than in 1976 while 
owners were possibly involved in the 
Olympics and not ready to sell their 
houses. 

The November sales also reduced the 
value of the “typical” Westmount house to 
$2,473,973, while it had been as high as 
$3,079,684 in July, down some 20 percent 

from its peak only four months earlier. 
In November, some $23,055,000 was 

paid out for houses with a 2020 valuation 
of $20,943,600, thus a mark-up of only 10 
percent from the previous evaluation, the 
lowest mark-up against the 2020 roll since 
July of 2020. (For statistical purposes, the 
2023 valuations will only be used for sales 
registered in 2023 and beyond.) 

The highest price in the November sales 
list was $7,250,000 for 29 Ramezay Rd., 
only 3.2 percent above its 2020 valuation, 
while 122 Sunnyside Ave. sold for less than 
one percent above its municipal tax value. 
The lowest price of the month was 
$1,500,000 for 7 Winchester Ave., which 
represented a mark-up of 44.8 percent, the 
highest of the month and the only one over 
20 percent. 

Only one condominium sold in Novem-
ber, a flat in a former triplex at 4210 de Mai-
sonneuve Blvd., which went for $971,000 
or 37 percent above its tax value. That was 
the highest mark-up so far in the fourth 
quarter of 2022, which included six sales 

in October. The seven condo sales repre-
sent an average mark-up of 16.3 percent, 

higher than for one- and two-family dwell-
ings.
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Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Tim Ngo 
Cell.: 514 999-2918 
Bur.: 514 333-3000 

I can serve you in 
French, English, Chinese 

(Mandarin, Cantonese, and 
Chaozhou) and Vietnamese. 

www.timngo.com 
timngo.remax@gmail.com

courtier immobilier certifié 

Remax 3000 inc 
Agence immobilière 

9280 boul. de l’Acadie 
H4N 3C6

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

29 Ramezay, the month's highest price, $7,250,000. All photos taken April 26.

122 Sunnyside, the month's lowest mark-up, at 0.5 percent.

7 Winchester, the month's lowest price at $1,500,000 and its highest mark-up, 44.8 percent.
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. • Real Estate Agency

514.603.9870
tbaer@profusion.global

TINA BAER
Real Estate Broker

Our Unparalleled International Network

5 Av. Bellevue | Westmount
4 bedrooms | 2+2 bathrooms

$4,595,000

VIEWS! VIEWS! VIEWS!

Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in November 2022 

Address                                                    Vendor                                                                                                                           Price                         2020 Val                        Ratio (%) 

50 Belvedere Place                                    Fiducie BMS                                                                                                           $5,300,000                      $4,778,000                              10.9% 

605 Lansdowne                                         Peter Arvanitis                                                                                                        $2,480,000                      $2,159,600                              14.8% 

29 Ramezay                                               9406-6701 Québec Inc.                                                                                           $7,250,000                      $7,025,000                                3.2% 

122 Sunnyside                                           Richard Benzakein & Karen Lutterman                                                                 $2,000,000                      $1,990,500                                0.5% 

7 Winchester                                             Mary Catherine Moore                                                                                           $1,500,000                      $1,035,900                              44.8% 

61 Windsor                                                estate Edith Home Paton                                                                                       $1,625,000                      $1,449,200                              12.1% 

484 Wood                                                  Isabelle Vena                                                                                                           $2,900,000                      $2,505,400                              15.7% 

CONDOMINIUMS 

4210 de Maisonneuve # 2                        Jennifer Brockhouse                                                                                                  $971,000                         $709,000                              37.0%
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Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com

Chubby at play 

A happy Chubby is three years of age, 
and in need of a family to cuddle with and 
room to grow into a mature puppy routine. 

This big handsome brindled fellow is at 
the Montreal SPCA kennel, and he needs 
to be adopted into an active adult home 
where he can catch up on the bonding and 
socializing that he should have moved 
towards earlier for his age. 

Chubby is very healthy, up to date with 
his inoculations, neutered and micro-
chipped. 

With a regular walking schedule, Chub -
by will be a little trimmer and more mus-
cular, yet his bonding from these outings 

will help him with anxiety towards other 
dogs on leash. 

Being in a kennel is less than ideal, yet 
he has taken to the staff and looks forward 
to joining in on walks. 

If you would like more information on 
adorable Chubby, please refer to the 
www.spca.com website, scroll to Chubby’s 
information page from his identification 
number, 52023933, then click on the daily 
schedule on the upper right side of the 
page to choose the day you will come by 
the shelter as of 10 am. The SPCA is 
located at 5215 Jean Talon St. West, Mon-
treal H4P 1X4. 

Please go and visit Chubby, he is so 
friendly and he is a great companion. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Miss Mimi 

Isn’t she just gorgeous? Stunning with 
her long fluffy black-and-white coat, con-
trasted by her beautiful green eyes and 
unique pink nose covered in a black heart 
shape! Miss Mimi is a darling, affectionate 
and interactive. 

She is presently at the Montreal SPCA 
cattery, in need of a loving family as soon 
as possible. She is a very healthy seven-
year-old, up to date with her inoculations, 
spayed and microchipped. 

Mimi was taken in the shelter as de-
clawed on her front and back feet, which 
makes her an indoor-only cat. 

Please search the www.spca.com web-
site, head to Mimi’s information page by 
her identification number, 52168144, then 
choose the day you will come to visit the 

adoption coordinators, as they are open 
every day from 10 am. The shelter is 

located at 5215 Jean Talon St. West, Mon-
treal H4P 1X4. 

Please bring your carrier for Mimi or, if 
you need one, you can choose a model at 
the SPCA boutique that is open for 
adopters. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Assistant Sought 

I am looking for an on-site part-time assistant with Mac expertise 
to help me organize and catalogue photographs & documents 
etc. Please call Aurel at 514-582-4157. 

Weeding & Yard Work 
Garden cleaning, small lawns, weeding, adding mulch, yard 
cleanup, raking leaves. Text/Message Vince at 514-294-5562. 

Home Cleaning Services 
Professional, Westmount and surroundings. Work with central 
vacuum and good tools. 514 290-1673 Marie. 

Painter Available 
Excellent painter, meticulous, efficient, reasonable rates and 
references provided. Lucie 514-944-2763. 

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) 

on fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-
replying websites when you can list 

(and sell) locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

at 
www.westendclassifieds.com 

Buy locally to sell locally
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Pandemic politics waning? 

The same truck was photographed March 22, left, and April 11 (shown at right), as well as April 17 and 21 (not shown). The recent absence of decals has been noticed by pedestrians in the area. 
Photos: Independent.

‘Future Committee’ dissolved 

Offer to lease/buy Villa Sainte-Marcelline site refused by Congrégation 
By Jennifer Ball 

The latest communications from the 
board of directors of the Villa Sainte-Mar-
celline school for girls indicated that an -
other serious offer to buy the school has 
been refused by the Congrégation des 
Soeurs de la Villa Sainte-Marcelline. 

The school is separate from the Congré-
gation, which announced last fall its inten-
tion not to renew the school’s lease for the 
2023-24 school year, citing the cost of main-
taining the building (see “Villa Sainte-Mar-
celline may close given $12-16M cost of 
renovations,” October 18, p. 12). 

The lease was subsequently extended 
until June 2024 (February 7, p. 1). 

On April 27, Michael Gentile and John 

Marcovecchio, who are the co-chairs of the 
Villa Sainte-Marcelline board of directors, 
provided a statement that they had “pres-
ented the Congrégation with a second offer 
for a three-year lease with an option to pur-
chase the buildings. This final offer fol-
lowed numerous exchanges over the past 
few months between members of the 
Future Committee and the Congrégation. 

“Unfortunately, the final offer made by 
the Future Committee and adopted by the 
board was not accepted by the Congréga-
tion… 

“Since the Future Committee was cre-
ated to define the parameters of the next 
three years and to find the necessary fund-
ing to support a three-year lease with an 
option to purchase the buildings, and this 

solution was rejected by the Congrégation, 
the board accepted the request to dissolve 
the Future Committee. The responsibility 
for finding other solutions to maintain the 
school’s sustainability is now entirely in 
the hands of the school’s board… 

Sale of school? 

“However, on Tuesday evening [April 
25], the school’s board of directors met to 
discuss possible solutions. One of the 
avenues that the board will study in depth 
and with urgency is the purchase of the 
school and its educational project by 
another institution...” 

The board also went on to reiterate that 
the school will be open for the 2023-2024 
school year. 

“In addition, the director general 
informed us that the school is successfully 
continuing the deployment of its retention 
plan for teachers. The operation should be 
completed within the next two weeks. Cur-
rently, 78 percent of the teachers at the pri-
mary and secondary levels have already 
accepted the job offer submitted to them, 
16 percent of the teaching positions are still 
being processed and will be filled by 
teachers already working at the Villa. 

“Only one position will be open to exter-
nal recruitment to fill the need.” 

Parents have been invited to come to the 
school gymnasium for an information 
session on May 1 and/or May 2 when more 
information will be shared with them.

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles
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Great clean-up job at parks 
This is Wednesday [April 19] and I have 

just spent an hour parading around our 
beautiful park and am truly amazed at 
what the clean-up groups have achieved – 
over and above the heavy damage done to 
trees by the ice storm. I ask myself: Will 
the same citizens who bespoiled our park 
with litter and garbage recognize the 
change and perhaps find one of the many 
disposal cans into which their garbage can 
easily be placed? 

I guess I am dreaming because in truth 
the most likely result will be (within two 
weeks) the beautiful walkways and 
stretches of greenery will be restored to 
their “normal” state. I desperately hope I 
am wrong! 

What’s the problem here – is it entirely 
human nature or some failure at the home/
school experience as our kids mature? 

I did find one plastic spoon to re-route!! 
Boyd Whittall, St. Catherine St. 

Westmount needs ... 
road magic 

“‘Complete demolition’ of Mt. Pleasant 
approved for $3.4M,” April 18, p. 5 

Oh, Westmount. I know that I am con-
sidered an absolute crank, as I always com-
plain about things that in my logic appear 
absolutely stupefying. Now, as per the 
Montreal Gazette of April 12, roads in the 
province of Quebec have been baptised as 
the worst in North America. 

But of course that is obviously because 
of our severe climate. Oddly enough, as 
per the internet, I have found places that, 
climate-wise, appeared worse than what 
we have in Quebec. When I managed to 
discover what the longevity of their roads 
were, I generally found it to be around 30 
years. 

I still remember driving in the Appala-
chian Mountains south of the border, in 
the Rocky Mountains in Canada and the 
USA, crossing the Alps from Italy into 
Switzerland and their roads were smooth 
– no potholes or blemishes. But obviously 
they must use a magic formula in prepar-
ing the materials and a magic spell on its 
construction! 

So I was wondering, why doesn’t city 
hall add to the Westmount standards for 
road construction that contractors use a 
magic formula in preparing the materials 
and a magic spell on its construction? 

Alfred Edel, Victoria Ave. 

Residents collaborated 
with city on laws 
Open letter to Mayor Christina Smith and 
councillors Anitra Bostock and Conrad Peart 

I would like to point out to Richard 
Dufour (April 11, p. 6) that over the years 
the residents of Victoria village have always 
worked collaboratively with the city of 
Westmount council and, in fact, because 
of this collaboration we have, in large part, 
succeeded in making our community a 

desirable place to live. We have never been 
against thought ful development in our area 
– we have just been against thoughtless 
development. 

It is a cheap shot for Mr. Dufour to start 
name calling and accuse David Price – or 
any of us who might agree with him – of 
being a NIMBY. The reason we have been 
able to successfully work together with city 
hall is because we are ALL (mayor and 
council included) collectively interested in 
maintaining the fragile quality of this small 
neighbourhood. 

Am I to believe that Creccal Invest-
ments Ltd. became interested in changing 
the present zoning regulation simply 
because they care so much about the hous-
ing crisis and the “greening” of the en -
viron ment? What is stopping them from 
putting in more bicycle racks, or an electric 
charging station right now? Why can’t they 
fix up their parking lot immediately – for 
example, they could remove the ugly con-
crete wall surrounding the lot with a green 
hedge as a start. Does Mr. Dufour honestly 
think that the residents in this area would 
oppose changes like that? 

Let’s be honest – the primary motivation 
for wanting to change the zoning regula-
tion is because Creccal Investments Ltd. 
feels it can get more revenue from apart-
ments than from business offices – and I 
am not faulting them for that. 

What I really resent is the fact that they 
(as well as Mr. Dufour) are trying to con-
vince us that their rationale for wanting a 
zoning change is to better our society as a 
whole. 

Are they concerned about how much 
this zoning change could negatively affect 
our daily life? I doubt it. The impact of a 
zoning change would have a dire effect on 
Victoria village as a whole simply because 
the density of this small community is 
already overwhelming. 

It is my sincere hope that Mr. Dufour, 
will now understand that this is NOT a 
NIMBY issue – this is an issue about car-
ing about the future of Victoria village. We 
have spent a lot of time, over many years, 
making sure that the development in our 
area is beneficial for all of the residents of 
Victoria village. 

Mr. Dufour stated that he “voted for our 
officials to make intelligent decisions that 
would benefit our society – and not merely 
cater to a select few with the loudest or 
most powerful voices.” 

Well, we voted for them for exactly the 
same reason, and I don’t think anyone 
would disagree that, in this case, the lou-
dest and most powerful voice is Creccal 
Investments Ltd. 

Michele Hayden, 
Prince Albert Ave. 

Enough is enough 
on Château 

The Westmount Independent is a won-
derful paper and, as a Westmount resident, 
it is required reading every week. I am also 
a resident of Château Maisonneuve, where 
I enjoy living and respect the management 
as the building is well run. 

One of the joys of living at Château Mai-
sonneuve is that one does not need a car. 
We have the Metro in a three-minute walk. 
I have also observed new tenants and many 
of them do not have cars. Arriving in Mon-
treal three years ago, I had a beautiful Jag-
uar, which I loved. But when I totaled up 
the parking costs and insurance costs, with 
the Metro close at hand, it made no sense 
to keep it. Easier to rent a car as needed. 
How many of the new tenants will even 
want a car? 

In my view, you are making much about 
nothing because you live in the area. I feel 
you should put a stop to this grievance, 
which has now become quite boring. It is 
destroying the integrity of your paper. Hav-
ing your wife write a letter is too much. 
Graham Wright, de Maisonneuve Blvd. 
Editor’s reply: (1) I have disclosed my inter-
est, offered equal space to the major par-
ticipants and published every critical letter 
received so far. My conscience is clean. (2) 
I am sorry you find the opinion items on 
this issue boring. In every edition, there has 
been and will be other material, which I 
hope you enjoy. (3) I did not “have my wife” 
write. She chose to write in and, again, I 
disclosed our link. Should she have less 
access to her local paper than others? DP. 

No benefit for area, city 
from proposed Château 
zoning change 
Open letter to city council 

Thank you for your editorial of April 4 
(“Proposed Château Maisonneuve zoning 
change bad for residents, undemocratic,” 
p. 8). I am of the same opinion. 

I have been closely following the dis-
cussion on the proposed changes to zoning 
for Château Maisonneuve and have yet to 
identify any advantages to the immediate 
neighbourhood or to Westmount that 
would follow from these zoning changes. 
I fail to understand why any proposed 
changes to zoning should be presented 
that do not meet this low bar. 

Nevertheless, if conversion to residen-
tial goes forward, as current zoning per-
mits, a smaller number of family-sized 
units is preferable as it would better fit in 
with the current character of the neigh-
bourhood. 

Any increase in density would put 
further pressure on parking resources, 
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which are already overstretched. Currently, 
there are already not enough resident park-
ing spots for permitted residents. I would 
like to see an increase in parking spots 
reserved for permit holders independent 
of any proposed zoning changes. 

Re: Richard Dufour’s letter of April 11 
(p. 6) – rather than launching attacks 
against residents of Victoria village, I 
would suggest that Mr. Dufour makes a 
positive contribution by canvassing his 
neighbours on changes to zoning in his 
own neighbourhood to increase density in 
the name of the public good as he sees it. 
If he gets agreement from his neighbor-
hood and Westmount as a whole, I am sure 
developers would soon follow to take 
advantage of the changes. 

Albert Saltiel, Prince Albert Ave. 

Don’t forget effects of Liz, 
medical clinics, one-ways 
Open letter to Mayor Christina Smith and 
District 5 councillor Anitra Bostock 

Having just read certain “hot button” 
sections of the April 18 Westmount Indepen-
dent, I felt the strong urge to again pick up 
my pen and add to the debate, hopefully in 
a constructive manner. 

I refer to the following sections: 
(i) Mr. David Price’s editorial “City 

Council: Please listen to actual residents 
of Vic village” (p. 8 and 9); 

(ii) Letters – Château Maisonneuve/Vic 
village, including our own (p. 24 and 25). 

First, congratulations, David, you once 
again hit the nail on the head. Your argu-
mentation justifiably takes the city admin-
istration to task in a polite, constructive, 
but clearly very critical manner that is com-
pletely logical, factual, warranted and 
appropriate. 

This also applies to the letters on p. 24 
and 25, which all basically carry the same 
message: This area, the extreme southwest 
corner of Westmount (aka “Vic village”), 
one of Quebec’s/Canada’s most densely pop -
ulated residential areas, is now greatly 
endangered. Its so far wonderful quality of 
life is now severely threatened by a simul-
taneously converging mix of circumstances, 
many of which are clearly identified and 
even repeated by the various authors. 

A vast majority of said circumstances 
are under Westmount’s direct control, the 
important exception being Montreal terri-
tory to the west of Claremont Ave. The cir-
cumstances include: 

1) It is virtually assured that the gigantic 
“Liz” seniors’ residence complex [at Clare-
mont and de Maisonneuve], now nearing 
completion, will have major impact on 
parking, traffic, noise, environment, etc. 
Somehow, this huge issue took the back 
seat on pages 8, 9, 24 and 25, although 

there was some mention. 
2) Another issue, one that has appar-

ently been completely overlooked by the 
various authors, is that of permitting doc-
tors’ offices and clinics into Vic village: 
This has been a very deliberate “no-no”, for 
obvious reasons, since By-law 1456 was 
adopted in 2014 to “pre-empt anticipated 
parking and traffic congestion” (see article 
on p. 1 and 10, Westmount Independent of 
March 28, 2023). Now, however, it appears 
that we are witnessing an almost “carbon-
copy” situation to 4998, namely that Ms. 
C. Lulham (former councillor) and present 
council members are doing their utmost 
to bid for the interests of commercial real 
estate owners and promoters, rather than 
for the residents who elected them. The 
article quotes Ms. Lulham as stating “.. to 
revitalize the Vic village, for example, and 
fill some of the second-floor vacancies” (!) 

Please inform us just WHY Vic village 
needs to be “revitalized.” 

The article finishes as follows: “While 
no date has been announced for a public 
consultation meeting, this usually follows 
at the first or second reading of the draft 
by-law.” 

Here’s my next question: do we, Vic vil-
lage residents, want to even CONSIDER 
changing the existing by-law?? My per-
sonal answer is this: Let’s keep the status 
quo on this matter, too, just like for the cur-
rent zoning law regarding 4998. Any 
changes to these can have only negative 
consequences to the quality of life of all Vic 
village residents! 

3) Yet another looming danger, another 
one for which the directly affected resi-
dents are not being adequately informed 
and consulted, is proposed change from 
current two-way to one-way traffic on Win-
chester and Burton, although Philippe 
Lord does address this issue (and its vir-
tually certain harmful consequences for 
Somerville) in his letter on p. 24 and 25. 

Marielle and I, on Somerville, can speak 
to all the above from our own experience, 
because we purchased our home many 
years ago, and raised two daughters here. 
The area was a bit scruffy then, but rapidly 
gentrified as more and more young pro-
fessional households moved in and greatly 
improved the qualities of their properties. 

We are by nature not pessimists, but in 
the current debate cannot be other than 
pessimistic when considering the com-
bined synergistic effects of problems 1), 2) 
and 3) above, taken together, on the future 
of residing in Vic village. I have deliberately 
not addressed the (negative) effect on 
future property values: I leave this to the 
reader’s imagination. 

Michael R. Wertheimer & Marielle 
Audet-Wertheimer, Somerville Ave. 

Concerns abound 
regarding Château zoning 
Open letter to Mayor Christina Smith and 
councillors Anitra Bostock and Conrad Peart 

Mr. Peart noted in his councillor’s col-
umn of April 25 (p. 7) that there were two 
issues of concern with the 4998 de Maison-
neuve zoning proposal: the number of 
parking spaces and the size of the apart-
ments. I disagree. There are many more 
concerns for our neighbourhood. 

Firstly, again and again… the citizens of 
Prince Albert must put on our gear and 
fight again for the status quo. I have only 
lived on Prince Albert since 1995, so I have 
no idea, besides lack of zoning, why my 
corner of Victoria village looks as it does. 
The townhouses built in the 1980s on 
Prince Albert, Somerville and de Maison-
neuve, as well as the office building that 
was at “Albert Square” and the office build-
ings on de Maisonneuve, and Château 
Maisonneuve, are clear reminders of why 
we needed by-laws to preserve the charm 
that remains in our neighbourhood. 

That is why homeowners comply with 
onerous regulations concerning renova-
tions of our heritage homes, and we live 
with the demands to submit plans for any 
changes we make to our exteriors and the 
footprints of not only our building but also 
fences etc. Although we generally comply, 
developers think that they don’t have to. 

We have had to fight for years to get a 
reasonable solution to the Albert Square 
project. Then the developer practically 
demolished the entire office building, dis-
regarding the limits it agreed to in order 
not to comply with the by-laws regarding 
setbacks from the street and the size of a 
building on a lot. We and the city were 
played. 

Issue. Workers, trucks, and equipment 
have taken over our street (see photo at bot-
tom). Parking on the permit side and the 

hourly restricted side. Hanging a fluor-
escent vest on their cars and not getting 
tickets leaves the residents with few spaces 
for themselves, friends, or family. The 
noise and dirt will keep us from our front 
porches for at least one more summer. 

Issue. In the last few years, we have had 
to deal with the noise from the Glen [super-
hospital] building (successfully receiving 
compensation for the excessive noise even 
after the building was completed), the con-
struction of the tunnel between the Glen 
and Vendôme Metro, and the [under-con-
struction] senior residence on St. Cather-
ine and de Maisonneuve. 

Issue. Then we can get to the issues that 
Mr. Peart has mentioned. Yes, the building 
complied concerning the percentage of 
small apartments when it was built. Still, 
time and experience have led the city to 
adopt a by-law requiring a more significant 
portion of larger apartments. This is a good 
thing, providing housing for families with 
a demonstrable need. Why does Creccal 
want smaller residences? My guess is not 
to benefit Westmount but rather to 
increase its revenue. 

This overlaps with the second problem, 
the shortage of parking. We already have 
very little parking in our area, as both the 
residents and the retailers in Victoria vil-
lage will attest. If Creccal built 550 sq. ft. 
dwellings, each single [unit] would create 
a more significant parking problem. If the 
city allows the re-purposing of floors 2 to 
5, they must build larger family apart-
ments responding to a real need of our 
population and a lesser demand for park-
ing. This time, let’s be extremely skeptical 
of the developer’s promises of what they 
will do in return for any concessions made 
by the city. 

Fool me once; shame on me...You all 
know the rest. 

Susan Schneir, 
Prince Albert Ave.

Letters to the editor

Looking south from de Maisonneuve and Prince Albert at the Albert Square townhouse development 
on April 21.
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Restoration, part 2 

Balustrade for summit lookout 
okayed at $311k 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Restoration of the summit lookout is to 
continue this summer with work on the 
balustrade that protects the observation 
deck and the flights of steps. This follows 
damage from a Bombardier plow during 
snow removal operations over the winter 
2020-2021 that continued to close the look-
out area for most of last summer. 

This year’s work, described in the coun-
cil’s award resolution as “restoration of the 
Summit Circle balustrade” was approved 
by city council April 17 at a cost of $311,340 
including tax credits. The contract, award -
ed to Camvi Construction, was lowest of 
four quotes ranging up to the highest at 
$674,903 submitted by Consultants NCP, 

last year’s contractor. 
The work for this summer was des -

cribed by Councillor Conrad Peart as in -
cluding the work and re-painting of the bal-
ustrade to bring it up to previous levels 
including improvements. 

The work last year at a cost of $297,782, 
including taxes for “structural reinforce-
ment,” resulted from an analysis of the 
damage by an engineering firm (see story 
August 31, 2021, p. 12). 

This inspection indicated that “some 
aspects of the lookout had reached a critical 
point of deterioration and required a 
replacement or restoration program. These 
elements are the foundation walls, the 
structural slab, and the interior structural 
elements.”

The two sections of the summit lookout’s damaged balustrade, as seen April 28. 
Photo: Ralph Thompson.  
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Indie art 

This art piece was constructed using copies of 
the Independent by Liliane Aberman. “We are flat-
tered by the choice of material,” said editor 
David Price. Photo courtesy of L. Aberman.

visit to Westmount by King George VI, 
grandfather of King Charles. 

This is to be followed by the coronation 
tea at 3 pm in the Gallery of Victoria Hall, 
“so wear your pearls and a fascinator for 
an afternoon of elegant tea sipping and 
nibbling of shortbread,” said Donna Lach, 
assistant library director in charge of Com-
munity Events. Reservations are not re -
quired. 

The next day, the city’s 1810 cannon are 
to fire a royal salute at 11 am at the WAG. 
The Westmount Battery, a re-enactment 
group, will do the honours dressed in uni-
form from the era. 

Mayor Christina Smith is expected to 
be on hand.

Coronation, cont’d from p. 1

bate” the safety or public health and gen-
eral well-being of the neighbourhood. The 
minor exemption by-law was adopted Sep-
tember 20, 2021 (see public consultation 
August 17, 2021, p. 1). 

In this case, the similar replacement 
staircase will be in the same position as the 
existing one and the difference will not be 
“noticeable to the passer-by,” Mayor Chris-
tina Smith added.

Exemption cont’d from p. 6
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Galerie Blanche on Greene makes it official 

Although already open for some time, 
Galerie Blanche held its official launch 
with celebratory bubbly recently. (Greene 
Ave. is hopping: Next issue will cover an -

other gallery opening.) 
Guests were greeted by owner Lyne Par-

ent, whose fuchsia jacket signalled spring. 
Caterer Les Enfants Terribles served bite-
size delights, much appreciated on a chilly-
but-sunny eve. 

Galerie Blanche is Lyne’s second space. 
Her Old Montreal site launched in 2007. 
The new Greene Ave. gallery offers art for 

all, from local artist Kai McCall’s punchy 
portraits to Bruno Capolongo’s gorgeous 
kintsugi works. Kintsugi (“golden joins”) is 
the Japanese method of repairing broken 
pottery with lacquer mixed with powdered 
gold. 

Basquiat-style pieces by Jazzu were 
admired by selfie-shooting guests loving 
his street style. Among the stars of the 

show were the bronzes by Rose-Aimée 
Boulanger. The artist, almost 100 years old, 
was represented by her son Jean Bou-
langer. He told me that one of his mother’s 
sculptures, Les Chuchoteuses, sits in Old 
Montreal. 

Artist Benoît Genest Rouillier showed 
me his charming “petits 
dessins” as well as his 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Lyne Parent. Sharon Galbraith.
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Pascale Pratte, Elle Belz and Ramona Nordal.

continued on p. 26
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larger works. Noted in the crowd of art 
lovers were Galerie Blanche director Sha-
ron Galbraith, Elle Belz, Pascale Pratte, 
Manon Lemire, Brigit Bujnowski, Lyne St-
Amant, Gonzalo Salinas and Alejandro 
Ramirez (“we bought a Boulanger sculp-
ture!”), Glenn Neven (local Birkenstock 
store manager) and Robyn Yanofsky. 

Although most attending art lovers 
wore elegant city-style neutrals – black out-
fits mingled with whites and greys – Lyne 
St-Amant’s pink was a happy harbinger of 
hyacinth to come.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 25

Manon Lemire, Lyne St-Amant and Brigit Bujnowski. Jean Boulanger. Glenn Neven and Robyn Yanofsky. Artist Benoît Genest Rouillier.

Beatrice Bousser is a teacher at the school and event co-organizer. The event took place at The 
Study school at 3233 the Blvd., at the corner of Braeside Pl. Photo on April 21.

ing the environment, climate change, 
native rights and LGBTQ discrimination. 

Bousser has taught for 23 years and be -
lieves we all have the capacity to be change 
agents. “That is what this conference is 
about. It’s about realizing that we all have 
opportunities and we all have responsibil-
ities. We get to choose how we affect our 
goals around us and this is an opportunity 
to really be launched into a leadership jour-
ney,” Bousser said. 

Justine Monette is a delegate from the 
Sacred Heart School of Montreal on At -
water Ave. and Dr. Penfield Ave. “I really 
like sports,” she said. “I play a lot of bas-
ketball so I would like to learn how to lead 
my team.” 

Meagan Maselli is a delegate from the 
same school, who also plays a lot of sports 
and who wants to be “an effective leader, 
to have more of a voice on my team, so I 
can lead them to victory.” 

The motto of the conference host is 
“The world needs great women” and it has 
imprinted on The Study student Catherine 
Dongier. “I really hope that I can find a 
place in society where I can lead and 
inspire people. I hope that I can have a 
good future and be a leader.”

The Study, cont’d from p. 13
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