
Belvedere Residence 
marks 50th anniversary 
By Laureen Sweeney 

It is believed to be unique in West-
mount: the only known residence for low-
income independent residents that is 
maintained financially through private 
funding. 

As a result, Belvedere Residence prides 
itself as being “community driven,” said 
longtime member of the volunteer board 
and treasurer Julie Dawson on May 30. 
This day was the 50th anniversary of the 
residence at 4505 St. Catherine, just west 

of Abbott. “We should all be proud we have 
it in our community.” 

While the landmark event went without 
fanfare last week, it is in this spirit of com-
munity that it will be launching a golden 
jubilee campaign in the fall, she explained. 

Over its 50 years, she said, rent paid by 
the 33 residents had risen only from $170 
to $325 a month as the residence managed 
to avoid being taken over by the Quebec 
government by having been incorporated 
in 1973 as Prospect Belvedere. 

This had been made possible in part 
through the years by assistance from the 
Rotary Club of Westmount and three West-
mount United churches: Dominion Doug-
las (now Mountainside), 
St. Andrew’s (merged into 

City hosts Family Day, see p. 12
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Summer/construction season coming 
It’s spring! And that means preparing for 

construction, which often requires destruction first. 

Demolition applications to the city 

approved: 94 Sunnyside, p. 4 • Oakland, p. 11 

postponed: 10 Roxborough, p. 10

continued on p. 21

Berger welcomes Al Mansoori at Genocide Education gala 

Seen here on May 25 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Côte des Neiges are Ahmed Obaid Al Mansoori, 
founder of the Arab world’s only permanent exhibition dedicated to Jewish history and the Holocaust, 
and Heidi Berger of Westmount, founder of the Foundation for Genocide Education. See p. 10 for 
story. Photo: Martin C. Barry.

*Source: Engel & Völkers Americas | Top Advisors by Sides in 2022 ©2023 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. 
If your property is already listed, please disregard this ad. Real estate broker, real estate agency, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec

PRIVATE OFFICE | TOP 5 IN THE AMERICAS

Real Estate Broker

rochelle.cantor@engelvoelkers.com

514-400-7653

379 Av. Elm, Westmount
$2,395,000

OPTIMIZED PRICE | $2,795,000
520 Av. Argyle, Westmount

INTRODUCING | $2,895,000
384-386 Av. Olivier, Westmount

Villa Ste-Marcelline to buy 
its campus. See p. 10

Don’t Miss It: Quartier Greene festival – June 9-11
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baudinet@royallepage.ca 
www.baudinet.ca

Golden Square Mile | 1455 Sherbrooke Street Ouest, Apartment 2702 | $2,090,000

Hampstead 
160-162 Rue Dufferin | $1,385,000 

Ville-Marie 
3458 Av. Holton | $2,575,000

SPECTACULAR DETACHED DUPLEX REMARKABLE 3-STOREY FAMILY HOME 

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce 
5145-5147 Av. Montclair | $849,000 

DUPLEX – EXCELLENT INVESTMENT 

Lachine 
133-139 Av. Hillcrest | $999,000 

EXCEPTIONAL RENOVATED 4-PLEX 

NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING NEW LISTINGNEW LISTING

NEW PRICE

Meticulously renovated corner unit in the prestigious 
Port Royal building. This condo features incredible views 

of Montreal with grand rooms perfect for receiving guests.

Live in the lap of luxury, 
surrounded by the best 
downtown Montreal has 
to offer. Contact us today 

to schedule a visit!

PRESTIGIOUS FULLY RENOVATED CORNER UNIT



June 6, 2023 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 3

Table of Contents 
Letters, p. 8 

Pet page, p. 19 

Police Report, p. 19 

Social Notes: 
Odile Cloutier 
vernissage, p. 25 

infoWestmount, p. 18

jillprevost.com R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R 514.591.0804 Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

JILL PRÉVOST

F E AT U R E D  P R O P E R T I E S  F O R  SA L E
WESTMOUNT ADJ.

GREY AVE | $1,895,000 | MLS 21747428 
JUST LISTED! DETACHED 4 bdrm 

with garage and garden!

WESTMOUNT CONDO

POM | $1,250,000 | MLS 23178330 
2+1 bdrm with balcony, garage 

+ mountain views!

P.A.T. REVENUE PROPERTY

NOTRE DAME E. | $849,000 | MLS 23493831 
JUST LISTED! Beautiful duplex, ground floor 

fully renovated. Across from the water!

OLD MONTREAL CONDO

1 McGILL | $749,000 | MLS 21929912 
The lowest priced 2 bedroom unit 

in the sought-after building! VALUE!
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Public Security breaks up conflict 
between 2 bottle collectors 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A Public Security patroller heard loud 
voices coming from a laneway south of 
Dorchester while crossing the lane be -
tween Hallowell and Columbia May 31 
around 7:04 am, department officials said. 
Two men holding bags of bottles collected 
from recycling boxes were reported to be 
in a conflict. 

After speaking to them and hearing that 
at least one wished to press charges against 
the other, the officer called for back-up as 
well as police. When police arrived and 
heard the versions of what had occurred, 
the man decided not to proceed with 
charges. 

Gardener on Oakland fined for 
using leaf blower after May 1 

A ticket for $155 was issued May 30 on 
Oakland after a patrolling officer heard a 
leaf blower in operation around 2:33 pm. 
The sound was traced to a property on 
Oakland where the operator was reportedly 
prevented by the noise from hearing the 
orders to stop and went into the back 
where a colleague mentioned the presence 
of the officer. The offence was using a 
blower after the spring clean-up period 
ending May 1. 

Public Security assists couple 
with broken-down car 

When Public Security checked out a car 
that had broken down on St. Catherine at 
Grosvenor May 30 at 4:40 pm, the two 
occupants reported waiting for assistance 
from CAA. While this was just prior to last 
week’s heat wave, there were signs that the 
two persons appeared to be suffering from 
the heat. 

The officers gave them water bottles 
from a cooler in the patrol vehicle and 
waited with them for help. When the wait 

seemed to be going on “too long,” accord-
ing to Public Security officials, the patroller 
called for the towing contractor used by the 
city and the car was loaded onto a flatbed. 

The city’s patrol vehicles are equipped 
with coolers and water bottles, “which we 
can hand out if we see someone in need,” 
explained Public Security director Greg 
McBain. 

Ticket issued for blocking lane 
A ticket for $1,317 was given to a con-

tractor whose construction equipment was 
occupying the lane just behind 4817 Sher-
brooke, which runs between Victoria and 
Prince Albert. No room had been provided 
for the safe passage of cars or pedestrians 
and no permit was found to have been 
issued for occupying the public domain 
and blocking traffic.

Clarifications – 
Car accident on Braeside, 
address of man 

A mix-up between schools unfor-
tunately led to some misleading in -
formation in a story on a three-car 
accident May 23 on Braeside. In the 
May 30 story (p. 7) in which a woman 
had to be extricated from one car, it 
had been reported by sources that she 
had been on the street waiting to pick 
up her granddaughter from The 
Study. It turned out, the Independent 
has since learned, that the driver had 
mistakenly gone to the wrong school. 

* 
In another story on a “vulnerable 

man” being driven home by Public 
Security from Wood and de Maison-
neuve (p. 3), the man lived on René 
Lévesque in Montreal. – DP.

Highest Prices Paid 
JEWELRY • PAINTINGS 

GOLD • SILVER 

1331 Greene Av #200 
Westmount 

514-937-6191 
coachluxury.com
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Buy a classified in the 
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

at www.westendclassifieds.com

On strike ! 
 
In one of Canada’s wealthiest cities, Westmount blue collar 
workers are forced to announce a one week strike for fair 
wages.  
  
We are sorry we can’t provide the services you deserve but 
rising inflation has hit hard.  
  
Without a contract since 2020 and despite deteriorating  
workplace climate, every day, Westmount blue collar workers 
are on the streets giving the best of themselves. 
  
We are proud to serve the City of Westmount.  
  
Let the City know workers deserve fair wages.  

No opposition voiced at city hall meeting 

Council approves demolition 
request for 94 Sunnyside 

A city council meeting to hear an appli-
cation to demolish more than 60 percent 
of a Category II heritage-rated house at 94 
Sunnyside took place May 29. Approval 
was granted after a 10-minute closed-door 
deliberation by the council in its work as 
the city’s Demolition Committee. 

The decision allows for additions to be 
added at one side, roof and rear wall of the 
grey stone house, for which no written 

opposition had been received during the 
legal delay publicized by the city. As well, 
none was voiced at the meeting or during 
its online broadcast. 

A Georgian 1948 

This is a stone house built in Georgian 
style in 1948 at the corner of Upper Lans-
downe. It is located in a residential area 
where the majority of houses are two-
storeys, explained Amélie Pelletier, consul-
tant in the city’s Urban Planning depart-
ment, in her presentation of the proposal. 

“No one has written in and shared any 
opinion,” she said. The project had also 
been favourably recommended by the city’s 
Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) at its 
meeting April 25. 

In fact, Mayor Christina Smith opened 
the meeting saying applicants for both this 
project as well as one following at the same 
meeting for 21 Oakland had been invited 
to attend but none had. 

Habitable attic 

The Sunnyside project requires remov-
ing the roof, with the exception of a portion 

above the portico, to add a floor described 
as a habitable attic and opening the side 
and rear walls for additions. Also requested 
are “minor alterations” such as enlarging 
existing window openings. 

In reading the council’s decision, Coun-
cillor Mary Gallery, a member of PAC, read 
out a number of “whereas” conditions, a 
somewhat standard list for the ultimate 
issuance of a demolition permit, including 
a monetary guarantee. 

Councillor Antonio D’Amico, who rep-
resents District 1, seconded the approval 
resolution saying “I’m very happy with the 
project.” 

See p. 11 for another demolition approval, 
21 Oakland.

Plan for 94 Sunnyside. 
Illustration from the city of Westmount’s Demolition Committee presentation for its May 29 hearing.
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Special Event Greene Ave Festival 
Summer Sales Kickoff 

Makeup advice and touch up. RSVP at 514 464-8389 
Friday June 9th from 10 am - 7 pm • Saturday June 10th from 10 am -7 pm 

Sunday June 11th from 12 pm - 5 pm 

1350 Greene Ave. 514.935.8389 @emma_boutique

St. Léonard West? 

This manhole cover, as seen May 30, is on de Maisonneuve between Elm and Greene (north side). 
It appears to be for St. Léonard, not Westmount. Photo. Independent.



Handicapped parking, 
inclines inadequate 

We have been and are long time resi-
dents of Westmount. Unfortunately, for 
several years I have had to use a mobility 
aid (cane, walker etc.), and will have to for 
the rest of my life. We have a Westmount 
handicap parking sticker. 

1. I think there were other readers who 
mentioned the lack of handicapped park-
ing places in the city. There are too few 
places even in shopping areas and/or in 
front of medical buildings. 

To add insult to injury, the most 
thought less move was to put at least two 
on Claremont half way up the hill to Côte 
St. Antoine. 

What were they thinking?? Not only is 
it too far from Sherbrooke but impossible 
to use with a cane, walker or wheel chair!!! 

2. Another issue, that I believe was 
mentioned by some other readers, is the 
lack of slight inclines that would facilitate 
crossing streets at most intersections, as 
well as the poor condition of the roads at 
many crossings, even where there is an 
incline (for example, Victoria and Sher-
brooke). These pose a hazard while using 
a mobility aid. 

3. We have a good number of residents 
and visitors using these aids. The number 
of our aging population is likely to grow. 
The city seems to find the money for all 
kinds of projects including installing 
benches etc. on Sherbrooke, beautifying 

etc.. They seem to think of helping some 
segments of the population. It would be 
decent and fair if we were not forgotten!! 
In our case these are needs not perks! 

Judith N. Black, Willow Ave. 

Council’s Vic village 
proposals incoherent, 
unaffected by dissent 

City council is putting at risk the quality 
of life within Victoria village through its 
incomprehensible approach to proposed 
by-law revisions permitting both the expan-

sion of medical offices and the conversion 
of commercial space to residential in Châ-
teau Maisonneuve. 

I say this because councillors appear to 
support these revisions using two dia-
metrically opposed arguments. Further -
more, they dismiss critical resident views 
and so far refuse to undertake any due dili-
gence on implications. 

Creccal, the owner of Château Maison-
neuve, claims that there is no demand for 
office space, including medical, and has no 
option but to convert to residential. In 
contrast, according to Cromwell, there is 
significant unmet demand for medical 
offices in Vic village, currently restricted 
by an old by-law, one that must be changed. 
At a recent public meeting, Mayor Smith 
and some councillors spoke about the 
many doctors who have supposedly ex -
pressed interest in opening offices here but 
cannot. Well, what is it, council? Either 
there is demand or there is no demand. 
You can’t have it both ways. 

The city also appears to be abandoning 
basic urban planning principles. Larry 
Beasley, a prominent Vancouver urban 
planner, provides ground rules for devel-
opment in his book Vancouverism. He 
notes that right at the launch of a proposal, 
everyone must recognize that the proposal 
could intrude into a stable, nicely served 
community. In Vic village, it certainly does. 
Another is that citizens expect major bene-
fits to the community in return for a devel-
opment proposal. What are the benefits 
here? Residents know what qualities are 
treasured in the existing urban setting and 
what would add or detract from the quality 
of their city. Beasley points out that devel-
opment must not come at the cost of the 
quality of their city as residents experience 
it. Why then is our city disregarding mod-
ern, effective urban planning practice? 

Local residents have made their many 
objections crystal clear, particularly on the 
conversion. Council however doesn’t ap -
pear to be bothered by what local residents 
feel. The forceful push from Mayor Smith 
and Councillor Peart indicates a decision 
made some time ago. The public meeting 
on March 22 came across just as a tick of 
the box for public engagement. 

Beasley also highlights the critical need 
for analysis to determine just exactly how 
much value is being created and to under-
take a careful assessment of all the impli-
cations. He also notes that mitigation 
measures should be locked in at the start. 
Resident requests for independent impact 
studies have been ignored by our mayor 
and council. The neighbourhood, on its 
own, shouldn’t be expected to hire consul-
tants like Julia Gersovitz, as residents of 

Mount Pleasant did so recently. 
If the conversion to residential is per-

mitted, our city will have even turned the 
normal model of urban planning on its 
head. Instead of a city gaining financial 
benefit through higher tax revenue or 
some public good through development, 
our city will likely ask residents to in effect 
“pay” the property owner instead [by pick-
ing up some of its current, higher-priced, 
commercial tax burden if four floors be -
come residential]. Somehow I don’t be lieve 
a family of four will be terribly pleased to 
“pay” money annually to an investment 
firm, particularly one that allegedly forced 
tenants out (May 16, p. 5). Our mayor and 
Councillor Peart even recently acknowl-
edged that Westmount doesn’t have 
enough cash to move many important pro-
jects forward (May 9, p. 5). Let’s face it. We 
can’t even keep our sidewalks in repair. 
Remind me again, why are we doing this? 

This episode signals a fracturing of the 
social contract between our elected repre-
sentatives and the citizens of Westmount. 
Our mayor and council were elected on a 
commitment to lift the quality of life in 
Westmount, not to solely push the agenda 
of large developers. This bodes ill for our 
community. 

Let’s make a big effort to reconcile and 
align the interests among the various 
parties. It’s time for straight talk. 

Denis Biro, Burton Ave. 

Greene Ave. breakdown 
I was fortunate enough to have a sneak 

peek at what city council has planned for 
Greene Ave. this summer. It’s clear that 
city council is openly mocking us at this 
point. Even the crew installing these rid-
iculous items couldn’t contain their laugh -
ter at the little gingerbread house they were 
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A handicapped parking spot on Claremont May 
25. It is on the east side, north of Sherbrooke. 

Photo: Independent.



putting together. 
Oh, and imagine the closed-door meet-

ing, where council members furiously 
bounce ideas back and forth, and ulti-
mately decide that the one thing the once 
proud Greene Ave. is missing is a ham-
mock in the middle of the street. Yes, be -
cause after shopping for a piece of fine art 
at one of the street’s fine galleries, who 
wouldn’t want to put their feet up and take 
a quick nap? 

It’s sad, actually, how out of touch with 
reality this current council is, completely 
ignoring the fact that a good majority of 
the merchants and businesses on the street 
are vehemently opposed to seating on the 
street, the fact that it leads to constant traf-
fic jams, and most importantly, that the 
tables sit mostly empty all summer. But, 
the mayor and her minions believe that 
they are smarter than the rest of us, so we 
just have to put up with it 

Steve Myro, Westmount Square 
Editor’s view: You are, of course, most wel-
come to your view of the aesthetics of this 
new street furniture, but the very first time 
(May 30) that I passed the “hammock” 
(really more of a deckchair), I found some-
body in it. Maybe it will be popular? – DP. 

Where’s a Westmount guest 
(or Westmounter) to park? 

I have lived in Westmount for a number 
of years, and my parents were here for dec-
ades. But clearly I have failed to grasp the 
logic and subtleties of street parking in our 
municipality. 

1) I have always had a parking spot 
included with my condo. This week, they 
are working on the wall of our building 
during the day, so we were instructed to 
move our cars from the parking lot to the 
street every morning. Imagine my surprise 
when I came home from work yesterday 
and found myself to have a parking ticket. 

Exactly what am I supposed to do with 
my car in such a circumstance? 

2) My girlfriend comes to see me often, 
happily. In the last few months, she has 
had two parking tickets. I have now 
learned that I can request an overnight 
pass for her, maximum 30 times in a year. 
Does that mean she can come to see me 
only once every 12.2 days…? And there is 
nothing that can be done during the day, 
she has to move her car every four hours! 
(There are no signs letting us know about 
the four-hour rule anywhere either…) 

Exactly what am I supposed to do with 
her car when she comes to visit? 

3) If I have visitors from out of town for 
a few days, they are in the same predica-
ment. I enjoy showing them around Mon-
treal and Westmount, but they also risk get-
ting a ticket if they do not move their car 
every four hours during the day, and can-
not park overnight unless I use one of my 
precious overnight passes for them. 

Exactly what am I supposed to tell them 
to do with their car? 

It is very strange to me that people who 
live here cannot park here. And that visi-
tors are basically not allowed. 

This makes no sense. Please explain to 
me why the rules are like this, and what I 
am supposed to do in each of these three 
circumstances? 

If there are no good reasons for it, I sug-
gest the rules be adjusted to allow us to 
have a normal life. 

Thomas Minde, de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

Lexington Ave. 
overbuilding continues 

While visiting relatives on Lexington 
Ave., I noticed, in absolute disbelief, the 
size and height of the raised crosswalk now 
installed at the corner of Devon. This 
raised crosswalk is probably the biggest 
ever constructed in Westmount – on a 
street that sees little pedestrian or vehicular 
traffic to begin with, so the need and the 
expense is not understood. 

But, more importantly, it is questionable 
how the Public Works department is going 
to be able to plow the snow and ice off the 
road in that particular section. This past 
winter, they had great difficulty plowing 
and salting at Lexington and Shorncliffe 
because of the massive concrete protrusion 
there, and this raised crosswalk will only 
add to the difficulty. 

Joe Russo, Sherbrooke St. 

Artificial turf at WAG 
would remove 
community’s access 

In 2015, Toronto Public Health pub-
lished a lengthy in-depth report comparing 
the use of artificial and natural turf. 

Health, environmental and community 

aspects were all investigated. The use of 
artificial turf was recommended in a few 
specific circumstances, none of which 
apply to the Westmount Athletic Grounds 
(WAG), but the overwhelming weight of 
data was against their use. 

With the increasing awareness of 
negative environmental impacts since 
then, it is almost certain that the environ-
mental case against artificial turf (urban 
heat islands, aural pollution etc) is stronger 
than ever. 

The non-quantifiable value of the WAG 
to the whole community becomes obvious 
once you have spent a little time there, and 
the prospect of the proposed changes 
brings to mind one paragraph of the 
report: 

“Artificial turfs that are primarily rented 
out for specific sports activities may 
negatively impact local communities by 
removing access to a space that was pre-
viously available to communities for un -
structured recreational and leisure pur-
suits.” 

A benefit beyond financial measure-
ment. 

It is to be hoped that Westmount won’t 
be led into taking a retrograde step at a 
time when greenspace (like the WAG) is 
recognized as being so important to the 
maintenance of mental health, and of com-
munity, for all our futures. 

Marjorie Griffin, Dorchester Blvd. 

Prepare for more 
disappointment from 
federal Liberals 

I was a long-time Liberal supporter. For 
as long as I can remember, from the time 
that I was entitled to vote, I voted for the 
Liberal parties, in both provincial and fed-
eral elections. Way back in the early 1990s, 
I put up posters for former NDG MP 
Warren Allmand and witnessed him win 
his seat during that election. As I men-
tioned in an earlier letter to the editor, I 

had the opportunity to meet with Marc 
Garneau some years ago. I was impressed 
with his demeanour and class, and I voted 
for him and Justin Trudeau in 2015. In fact, 
I hoped that Marc might be prime minister 
one day. 

This all came apart for me during the 
SNC-Lavalin scandal, in which I witnessed 
a prime minister abuse his power. Trudeau 
came to power with the promise of backing 
women and aboriginal people. He ended 
up expelling from caucus both Jody Wilson 
Raybould (his Justice minister, who is abo-
riginal) and Jane Philpott (for supporting 
JWR). These women were the only people 
who had the courage to do their jobs and 
follow the law. The rest of the party went 
along to get along, including Marc – to my 
disappointment. The ethics commissioner 
found Trudeau at fault for the second time. 

The Blackface scandal then surfaced, 
and then the WE Charity scandal with the 
Liberals using their anti-transparent strat-
egies of shutting down investigations, a 
total lack of transparency. 

Now we are expected again to accept 
that the federal Liberals are looking out for 
our best interests and that the Chinese gov-
ernment has not interfered in our elec-
tions. The government has decided to try 
and sell us more subterfuge and lack of 
transparency. 

Recently I met the new Liberal candi-
date Anna Gainey and I brought up my 
concerns with her politely. She had a very 
cavalier attitude about them and said, 
“Everyone has their own opinion.” I said I 
couldn’t vote for her because she supports 
Trudeau. 

Gainey was not interested in discussing 
anything. I felt that she was a little shocked 
that someone would speak plainly to her. 
More of the same is coming. 

Craig Cormack, NDG 
*Editor’s note: Cormack has sold articles to 
the Independent. – DP 
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Letters to the editor

To all MUHC Users 
(Patients, families and caregivers) 

You are invited to the Annual General Meeting 
of the MUHC Users’ (Patients’) Committee: 
Wednesday, June 14, 2023, from 6 to 8 pm, 

via Zoom 
Please send any questions before 6 pm on June 12 

to patients.comm@muhc.mcgill.ca, so that they can be 
answered during the meeting. If there is time remaining 

once the written questions have been addressed, 
the committee will be happy to answer questions 

arising from the presentation. 
For more information please contact:



Al Mansoori founded first/only Arab Holocaust museum 

Genocide Education foundation welcomes supporter from UAE 
By Martin C. Barry 

The founder of the Arab world’s only 
permanent exhibition dedicated to Jewish 
history and the Holocaust was the featured 
guest at a gala fundraiser held in Montreal 
May 25 by the Foundation for Genocide 
Education. 

The event at the Hilton Garden Inn in 
Côte des Neiges included an interview with 
Ahmed Obaid Al Mansoori, founder of the 
Crossroads of Civilizations Museum in 
Dubai in the United Arab Emirates. 

On this, his second visit to Canada, the 
former member of the UAE’s legislative 
assembly (the Federal National Council) 
was welcomed by the founder of the foun-
dation, Westmount resident Heidi Berger, 

who is the child of a Holocaust survivor. 
The Foundation for Genocide Educa-

tion’s mission is to work to ensure that 
information about the Holocaust and other 
genocides is taught in Quebec schools as 
well as in other venues. 

As such, the foundation has worked in 
collaboration with the Quebec ministry of 
Education to develop a comprehensive 
teacher’s guide (recently launched in Eng-
lish, as well as the earlier French version) 
on nine genocides that took place during 
the 20th century. 

The evening was part of the Foundation 
for Genocide Education’s focus on building 
bridges of understanding and compassion 
between cultures through education. The 
theme fits into work done by Al Mansoori 

at his museum. 
“With the rise of anti-Semitism in the 

world in 2021 and many disturbing images, 
we felt it was time to do something about 
the Holocaust,” he told the Independent. 

In the beginning, he thought it would 
be a temporary installation created only to 
observe that year’s Yom HaShoah, the an -
nual commemoration of the Holocaust. 
“But when I saw how important it was, the 
next morning, I decided to make it perma-
nent and we kept adding artifacts,” he said. 

He maintained that in recent years, rela-
tions between the UAE and Israel have 
been warming. 

“Don’t forget, we come from the same 

roots,” he said. “We were actually brothers 
before being cousins and we have the same 
God. We have different ways of praying 
and different ways of fasting, but in all our 
values there is no contradiction between 
them.” 

For her part, Berger agreed that her 
foundation shared many of the values pro-
moted by the Crossroads of Civilizations 
Museum. 

“We both have the same goals, we are 
both bridging communities, and we hope 
to collaborate more in the future, perhaps 
even sending children of survivors to 
Dubai to give presentations,” she said. 

See photo on p. 1.

Demo hearing for 10 Roxborough 
cancelled, file still active 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A demolition hearing for 10 Roxbor-
ough that was originally announced to take 
place May 29, along with two other appli-

cations, was removed from the agenda May 
26 without explanation. The other two 
were those for 94 Sunnyside and 21 Oak-
land (see p. 4 and p. 11). 

Urban Planning director Frédéric 
Neault later told the Independent, however, 
that both the city and the applicant had 
agreed to remove the request for 10 Rox-
borough from the agenda, but the applica-
tion was still “active” and the presentation 
would be re-posted on the Urban Planning 
demolition website. 

It had initially been listed as demolition 
of an entire split-level house that was in 
need of “extensive remediation.” It was to 
be replaced by a two-storey house (see story 
April 4, p. 14).
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Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

CONSTRUCTION

ANGUS
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Brick Work•Stone work•Tuck Pointing
Window Sills•Chimneys 

IAN SUTHERLAND
RBQ : 5776 5083 01

www.constructionangus.com
angusconstruction83@gmail.com

Tel 514 262 3320

A deal is struck! 

Villa Sainte-Marcelline school 
to acquire its campus 
By Jennifer Ball 

The optimism expressed by Villa Ste-
Marcelline board co-chair Michael Gentile 
at the parent protest on May 25 (see May 
30, p. 13) was warranted, it seems. The 
board sent a message in French to parents 
dated May 31 stating that nine months of 
negotiations have resulted in a happy end-
ing: an agreement for the school to buy its 
campus from the Congrégation des Soeurs 
Sainte-Marcelline. 

On October 6 last year, the Congréga-
tion announced its intention not to renew 
the school’s lease for the 2023-24 school 
year, citing the cost of maintaining the 
building (see October 18, p. 12). 

The lease was subsequently extended 
until June 2024 (February 7, p. 1). 

Offers by a family with a child at the 
school to buy the campus for the school’s 
use and by the school’s “future committee” 

were turned down (see February 7, p. 1, 
May 2, p. 19). 

The newly announced agreement calls 
for the transaction to close no later than 
August 31, 2023. 

Financing will come from a long-term 
loan from a financial institution and 
donors. The nuns of the Congrégation and 
long-time school director general Ninon 
St-Pierre will be withdrawing from the gov-
ernance of the Upper Belmont institution. 

“We would like to thank [St-Pierre] sin-
cerely for all her work over the past 34 years. 
She has generously agreed to continue sup-
porting us during a period of transition as 
special advisor to the new board of directors 
and to the interim general manager. We are 
grateful to her,” said the board’s message, 
which continued, “The Villa board of direc-
tors endorses the Congrégation’s decision 
to entrust their school to us for the future. 
We’ll take good care of it!”

We welcome your letters 
but reserve the right to choose and edit them. 

Please limit to 300 words and submit before Friday 
10 am to be considered for the following week. 

Eemail us at: editor@westmountindependent.com



21 Oakland wins go-ahead 

Addition of attic among many changes allowed by demo OK 
By Laureen Sweeney 

In a current trend to convert one-and 
two-storey houses – many built in the 
1950s at the Westmount summit – into 
higher and larger homes, an application 
for partial demolition at 21 Oakland Ave. 
was approved by city council at a demoli-
tion hearing May 29. The property is at the 
corner of Shorncliffe. 

Referred to as a detached brick cottage 
of two storeys, the complete removal of the 
roof is proposed to build a habitable attic 
with three dormer windows front and 
back. This is to add seven feet to the height 

while allowing for an addition on the west 
side and a chimney. 

The demolition of an existing sunroom, 
and new rear and side openings, is aimed 
at making way for a two-storey addition 
and chimney. This will all amount to a total 
of some 63-percent demolition, said Urban 
Planning consultant Amélie Pelletier in 
presenting the project. 

Rated Category III on the city’s heritage 
scale, the house was built in 1952 in the 
same “eclectic” style as the neighbouring 
ones on either side and has undergone 
only minor alterations, she explained. 

Just like a demolition request for 94 

Sunnyside also approved at the same meet-
ing, this Oakland project was reported to 
have generated no written opposition, 
Mayor Christina Smith stated, and none 
was heard during the meeting. 

Favourable recommendation 
from PAC 

The plans had received a favourable rec-
ommendation to the council from the city’s 
Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) April 
25, one of the factors considered in the 

demolition approval. 
After a closed-door deliberation by the 

council nudging 10 minutes, an array of 
conditions connected to an approval was 
read out by Councillor Mary Gallery, a 
member of the Planning Advisory Com-
mittee. 

Among these were the usually re quired 
monetary guarantee of 10 percent of the 
cost of the project. 

Seconding the resolution was District 1 
councillor Antonio D’Amico.
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ROSEMARIE MARTIN 
514-592-3244 
RMARTIN@REMAX-QUEBEC.COM

514-592-3244 MY #1 PRIORITY IS PROMOTING YOUR PROPERTY!

WESTMOUNT ADJ

NEW ON MARKET! S/D townhouse situated in the historic site of Mount Royal. Direct access to the park, walk to Beaver Lake. 3 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms, 
guest powder room, primary bedroom bathroom ensuite. 2 car garage + pkg. C/A. Views from terrace. $1,799,000

      YCNEGATETASELEAR-.INCTYLARESIONUPROF

yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE… 
1700 DOCTEUR PENFIELD #74 
If you are looking for a co-op with incredible 
views, a large terrace, a double indoor 
garage plus 1 outdoor spot, a large wine 
cellar, with a penthouse loft, in the 
Golden Square Mile, then this unit 
is for you!!!! Asking price $1,249,000 
Thank you Lori Schwartz; a pleasure to work with!!!

SOLD

Plan for 21 Oakland. 
Illustration from the city of Westmount’s Demolition Committee presentation for its May 29 hearing.
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Montreal’s Finest 
Rental Apartments

lecartier.ca

Contact:
Catherine Paradis
(514) 586-1511
cparadis@lecartier.ca

Family Day benefits from perfect weather, large crowds 
By Ralph Thompson 

The 46th edition of the city of West-
mount’s Family Day happened May 27 in 
Westmount Park under blue skies, with 
warm temperatures and a pleasant breeze. 

“I think it’s the most people ever,” said 
Andrew Macdougall, who was managing 
the Scouts bonfire. 

The conditions couldn’t have been 
better. Long lines snaked across the soccer 
pitch for every game, exhibit and food 
stand. The public service displays – police, 
fire and public safety – were popular with 
the children, who couldn’t resist a blast of 
the sirens or setting off flashing warning 

lights. (No tickets were handed out.) 
Mini electric fire trucks and police cars 

were maneuvered around obstacle courses 
under the watchful eyes of agents. 

Public Works had brought along some 
of its equipment, including a nicely clean -
ed garbage truck, salting truck, front load -
ers, snow plough and street cleaner. These 
daunting vehicles made great climbing 
frames. 

There was plenty of food, from hot dogs 
and burgers to marshmallows roasted over 
an open wood fire. The Westmount Park 
“train” was running on time and the pet-
ting zoo was as popular as ever. The large 
inflatable games were swarming with gig-

gling kids but all managed carefully by city 
employees. 

Screams rang out as the potato bag 
races started, followed by the egg toss and 
the tug-of-war under the direction of Dave 
Lapointe, Andrew Maislin and other West-
mount Sports and Recreation staff. 

There was a great opportunity, for a 
good cause, to get your own back on Public 
Security if you’d ever been ticketed or dis-
ciplined: The Dunk Tank. Agents could be 
dunked and department director Gregory 
McBain was one of the first to get a good 
soaking. 

Two large Eurobungees sponsored by 
Hydro Westmount were in demand from 

the start at 10 am to the end of Family Day 
at 4 pm. There were many booths shaded 
under the trees, including face painting in 
the gazebo by artist Geneviève Phenix, the 
Rotary Club, and the Busy Bees selling 
their crafts. 

While large numbers enjoyed the Family 
Day activities, the rest of Westmount Park 
was also busy with large families of pic-
nickers, table tennis, playground activity 
and some just enjoying the sun and beauti-
ful weather. Mayor Christina Smith and 
councillors Jeff Shamie, Anitra Bostock and 
Mary Gallery were not missing out on the 
fun and mingling with residents and city 
workers. More photos on p. 14.

The view from above.
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AV. CARLETON | WESTMOUNT
$5,475,000
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$2,299,000
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RBIA | WESTMOUNT
$1,395,000

VILLE-MARIE|RUE SHERBROOKE O

e #500 Westmount QC H3Z 2A7

RUE SHERBROOKE O. | VILLE MARIE
$1,386,000

THERINE OATE-CRUE S

| Profusion immobilier inc - Real E

RUE STE CATHERINE O TMOUNTWES|

Estate Agency

. | WESTMOUNT
$1,250,000
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1303 Av. Greene #500, Westmount, QC H3Z 2A7 | Profusion immobilier inc.  Real EEstate Agency
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More Family Day fun!

The potato bag race generated lots of enthusiasm and competition.

The tug of war refereed by Dave 
Lapointe, director of Sports and Rec-
reation, while other staff members 
and parents join in to help the kids.

With temperatures approach-
ing 28°C, roasting marshmal-
lows was a daunting task, but 
it’s just something  children 
love to do. Photos: Ralph Thompson.

Four-year-old Yuta 
(left) and six-year-
old Harumi take a 
drive in a miniature 
electric fire truck.
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December transfers: Lower prices, higher mark-ups 

Note: The following article relates to the reg-
istration of deeds of sale for Westmount prop-
erty in December 2022, gleaned from non-city 
sources. A list of sales can be found on p. 17. 

Westmount’s real estate market settled 
quietly into its mid-winter pause in Dec -
ember, with an average price of $2,191,071, 
the second-lowest monthly average since 
July 2021, and an average mark-up over the 
old 2020 municipal valuations of 31 per-
cent, higher than the 10-percent average 
mark-up of November, but otherwise the 
lowest ratio of the past year. 

The price range for December was very 
tight, between $1,350,000 and $2,950,000, 
with three sales under $2 million. The 
highest mark-up was 61.2 percent for 382 
Grosvenor Ave., while the lowest involved 
4293 de Maisonneuve Blvd., at 11.1 percent 
(note that these are compared to the 2020 

municipal valuations, which were still in 
effect last December). 

If anything is noteworthy about the 
December sales list, it is the seven condo-
miniums that changed hands in the 
month, doubling the volume of condos 
sold in the fourth quarter of 2022, with 
prices ranging from $840,000 for one of 
two ground-floor units at 200 Lansdowne 
Ave., to $2,715,000 for a tenth-storey unit 
at 4175 St. Catherine St. 

The two sales at 200 Lansdowne both 
sold for less than their 2020 valuation, the 
only mark-downs of the month, while the 
St. Catherine St. sale was the highest mark-
up, barely edging out a second-storey one-
bedroom apartment at 1 Wood Ave. which 
sold for $842,500 while evaluated for 
$526,800. 

The only “other” sale in December in -
volved the building which most recently 
housed the Oink Oink children’s boutique 
and had been owned by Jane Silverstone 
Segal, well known for her involvement in 
the Le Château and DAVIDsTEA chains as 
well as the founder of Oink Oink, which 
she opened in about 1988. The storefront 
had for many years been the site of “By 

George Delly,” the catering service and deli-
catessen operated by the Alevisatos family, 
including George, who played football at 
one time for the Alouettes. 

The Independent also found out about 
two earlier condominium sales: one for an 

apartment at 4410 St. Catherine St., which 
sold last April, the other for a tenth-floor 
unit at 1 Wood Ave. in August. The latter 
sale had a price tag $3,300,000, the high-
est-priced condo sold in the third quarter 
of 2022.
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

1343-5 Greene.

Above, 549 Roslyn. Below, 4293 de Maisonneuve. All photos May 31.382 Grosvenor. 12 Burton.
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profusion.globalProfusion Immobilier Inc. • Real Estate Agency

514.603.9870
tbaer@profusion.global

TINA BAER
Real Estate Broker

3 Rue Westmount-Square, app. 914 | Westmount | $5,195,000
2 bedrooms | 2+3 bathrooms

320 Rue Dufferin | Hampstead
$2,595,000 | 3+2 bedrooms | 3 bathrooms

18 Crois. Kilburn | Hampstead
$2,395,000 | 3+1 bedrooms | 3+1 bathrooms

613 Av. Victoria | Westmount
$2,749,000 | 6 bedrooms | 3+1 bathrooms

530 Av. Mount-Pleasant | Westmount
$3,495,000 | 3+2 bedrooms | 3+1 bathrooms

Our Unparalleled International Network

Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in December 2022 
Address                                                    Vendor                                                                                                                           Price                         2020 Val                        Ratio (%) 
12 Burton                                                   Luc Tremblay                                                                                                          $1,350,000                         $923,400                              46.2% 

59 Delavigne                                              Salim Lakhdari                                                                                                        $2,642,000                      $1,981,900                              33.3% 

4294 de Maisonneuve                               Minji Kang                                                                                                               $1,558,000                      $1,402,100                              11.1% 

4470 de Maisonneuve                               Lauren Steinman                                                                                                    $2,487,500                      $1,925,000                              29.2% 

382 Grosvenor                                           Paul Lamontagne & Mary Rolph                                                                            $1,820,000                      $1,129,000                              61.2% 

648 Grosvenor                                           Svetlana Alisievitch                                                                                                 $2,530,000                      $1,899,100                              33.2% 

549 Roslyn                                                 Georges Hajjar & Miriam El Hayar                                                                        $2,950,000                      $2,429,000                              21.4% 

CONDOMINIUMS 
200 Lansdowne #104                                estate Regina Pott                                                                                                      $945,000                         $983,600                               -3.9% 

200 Lansdowne #107                                Maureen Maxwell                                                                                                      $840,000                         $871,700                               -3.6% 

4175 St. Catherine #1002                         Harold Lieberman & Linda Levy                                                                            $2,715,000                      $1,689,000                              60.7% 

4700 St. Catherine #210                           Investissements LaCarri Inc.                                                                                 $1,020,000                         $722,400                              41.2% 

4700 St. Catherine #511                           9423-4457 Québec Inc.                                                                                           $1,035,000                         $697,600                              48.4% 

1 Wood # 206                                            Marie-Louise Picolet                                                                                                  $842,500                         $526,800                              59.9% 

1 Wood #802                                             Hynda Cohen                                                                                                          $1,800,000                      $1,312,100                              37.2% 

OTHER 
1343-45 Greene                                         Jane Silverstone                                                                                                      $1,475,000                      $2,076,700                             -29.0% 

EARLIER CONDO SALES 
4410 St. Catherine #4B                             Stephane Perron & Shamron Spence (April 2022)                                                  $695,000                         $539,700                              28.8% 

1 Wood #1005                                           Eileen Cohen (August 2022)                                                                                  $3,300,000                      $2,408,700                              37.0%
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Ace of hearts 

A dear fellow, a good companion, a 
devoted friend. At eight years of age, hand-
some Ace is hoping every day to go home 
and join a family again. 

The kennel at the Montreal SPCA is 
great. The staff provide all the best they can 
offer, yet it’s time now to reach out for Ace 
and bring him home to our neighbour-
hood. 

He is easy to please, doing best in an 
adult family where he will be able to settle 
in. Ace is very healthy, up to date with his 
inoculations, neutered and microchipped. 

For more information on him, please 
scroll to the Montreal SPCA website at 
www.spca.com, refer to Ace’s information 
page from his identification number, 
49054922, and click on the red “opening 
hours” text. You can then plan your visit to 
the shelter, which opens at 10 am every day 
of the week. Their address is 5215 Jean 
Talon St. West, Montreal H4P 1X4. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

Cardinal is tiny but ready for a family 

A delightful kitten, an adorable tyke, 
Cardinal is one of a family of wee ones 
from his litter who are ready for the crad-
ling of loving hands and soft voices in a 
family routine. 

The Montreal SPCA is our main shelter, 
where the highest number of kittens come 
up for adoption, since they also provide 
neonatal foster family care until they are 
adoptable. 

Cardinal is a sweet tabbie. He will grow 
so well. He is up to date and moving for-
ward with his kitten program of inocula-
tions, neutering and microchipping. 

If you would like more information on 
him, please refer to the Montreal SPCA 
website at www.spca.com, search for his 
information page from his identification 
number, 52755371, and click on the red 
“opening hours” window to decide when 
you will drop by the shelter for an adoption 

visit. They are open every day as of 10 am 
so do drop by to meet the adoption coordi-
nators. 

Please bring your carrier. If you need 
one, you can visit their accessories bou-
tique on site to get what you need as well. 
The Montreal SPCA is located at 5215 Jean 
Talon St. West, Montreal, H4P 1X4. Kittens 
bring so much love and joy, please reach 
out. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Police Report 

Greene thief breaks in at 2 am, but returns at 4 am 
By Martin C. Barry 

Police at Station 12 believe a crafty bur-
glar may have taken advantage of a Greene 
Ave. retailer’s failure to switch on a burglar 
alarm in order to break in. 

In the early hours of May 28, an off-duty 
Montreal police officer who happened to 
be walking along Greene Ave. noticed shat-
tered glass on the sidewalk outside the 
business, while also seeing that the front 
door had been damaged. 

He called 9-1-1. Officers who responded 
determined that a rock had been used to 
break the glass. The boutique’s owner was 
alerted and assisted the police in reviewing 
images shot by security cameras. 

The video showed the suspect around 
2 am tossing the rock, entering the store, 
briefly looking around, then walking back 
out again. 

The security camera footage then 
showed the suspect returning at 4 am, re-
entering the business, and carrying out a 
burglary – albeit for very little gain in the 
end. 

As Station 12 community relations 
officer Cst. Mike Yigit explained, the per-
petrator may have been testing the system 
when he broke in earlier so as to make sure 

it was safe to go back in later. 
“Most likely the first time he went in, 

then came back out and then probably 
went to hide in an alley to wait and see if 
an alarm would ring,” said Yigit. “Seeing 
as the alarm didn’t ring, he went back.” 

For all his trouble, according to the inci-
dent report, the thief got very little: $10 was 
scooped from the cash register drawer, and 
some gift certificates were taken. 

Had the owner made certain that the 
alarm system was activated and working 
properly, this burglar might not have 
broken in, Cst. Yigit suggested, while add -
ing that it would be advisable for the owner 
to revise security measures after this. 

He said the burglar’s modus operandi 
was one seen before by police officers and 
investigators examining past store break-
in incidents. “Criminals tend to do that – 
they tend to test the security systems of 
businesses,” Yigit said. 

“Then they run off, they hide and wait 
and see. If a business forgot to turn on the 
alarm, which doesn’t happen a lot, they [the 
criminals] know they can come back and 
take their time.” 

Jeep stolen 

Professional car thieves are being 

blamed for the theft of a late model Jeep 
Wrangler off-road SUV from the driveway 
of a home near the corner of Kitchener 
Ave. and de Maisonneuve Blvd. during the 
early morning hours of May 27. 

The incident had all the hallmarks of a 
pro job, according to Cst. Yigit: shattered 
glass was found on the ground where the 
vehicle had been parked, as well as the 
remains of a circuit box the perpetrators 
had apparently removed in order to over-
ride the Jeep’s ignition system. 

“When the gentleman woke up, he did-
n’t see his vehicle parked in its usual place,” 
Yigit said, adding that the vehicle’s fuse box 
was found where it had been discarded on 
the ground nearby. “The suspects knew 
what they were doing – they were profes-
sionals,” he said. 

While Jeep ranked number nine on a 
list of Canada’s 10 most stolen vehicles last 
year, it is specifically the brand’s Grand 
Cherokee model that holds that honour. 

The Canadian insurance industry lobby 
group that compiled the list maintains that 
these vehicles are targeted mostly because 
they are not equipped with an ignition 
immobilizer, which prevents thieves from 
hot-wiring them.



Westmount’s blue-collars strike 

The city’s blue-collar workers were on strike last week and activities included this 8:15 am gathering June 2 in Westmount Park near Strathcona Ave. 
“They had some pretty dense heavy metal music blaring and it wasn’t clear from all angles who they were or why they were there,” one witness told 
the Independent. “Some dog walkers had looks of astonishment!” For some of the Independent’s coverage of the parties’ dispute see March 28, p. 6 
and March 21, p. 8. Photo: Independent.
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LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Assistant Sought 

I am looking for an on-site part-time assistant with Mac expertise 
to help me organize and catalogue photographs & documents 
etc. Please call Aurel at 514-582-4157. 

Residential Home Cleaning 
Are you selling your house in the next few months and need a 
big cleaning or do you need a post-renovation cleaning? Pro-
fessional Services 514-290-1673, Marie. 

Hawaii Rental Available 
Honolulu, Hawaii short-term rental home in exclusive area. Six 
bedrooms, pool, AC. Maximum 10 adults. Email don3662@
me.com for further details and references. 

Garage Wanted 
Ideally for winter but will take now; area of Greene and Dor-
chester. Please call 514-927-2751. 

Interior Painter Available 
Excellent interior painter, meticulous, efficient, reasonable rates 
and references provided. Lucie 514-944-2763.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) 

on fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-
replying websites when you can list 

(and sell) locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX 
Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST 
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario 

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation, 
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP) 

514 503-7719 
info@hkltax.com 

https://hkltax.com 
1434 Sainte-Catherine West 
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

5517 Monkland Ave., Montreal 
514 481 8838  

valerie.teroux@notarius.net

NOTARY |  EST.  1988

WILLS
—

MANDATES
—

ESTATE SETTLEMENTS
—

HOMOLOGATION  
OF MANDATES

—
PROTECTIVE SUPERVISION 

(FOR INCAPACITY)

Shirtless man 
beds down in park 

The view through a Public Security patrol car. 

By Jennifer Ball 

Police and Westmount security were on 
the scene on May 30 at Queen Elizabeth 
Gardens at Wood Ave. and Sherbrooke St. 
between 7:45 am and 8:20 am. 

An elderly shirtless man did not want 
to be moved from where he had been bed-
ding down on two picnic tables that he had 
pushed together, an eye witness said. 

A Public Security officer found a more 
suitable location for the man but not before 
there were angry words directed at her and 
appeals to return property that he said 
belonged to him.

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998
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Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

Arborists you can trust
Expert Tree Services in Montreal and  
the West Island since 1992. Over the years, 
we have built a reputation for superior 
results and great customer service to 
residential and commercial customers.

• Pruning
• Dead Wooding
• Tree and Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal and Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling and Bracing

514 831-8733  Emergency Work 24/7

PREVENTATIVE TREATMENTS

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

ALL ROOF TYPES 
& BRICKWORK
VENTILATION 
& METAL WORK
SKYLIGHT & 
THERMAL DOMES
Call for your 
Free Estimate 
514.932.7772 
belgrave@yahoo.ca 
belgraveroo ng.ca

We got 
you covered!

RBQ# 8261-4496-02

Member of

Mountainside), and Westmount Park. This 
group continues to be represented on the 
board. 

The residence, which had a new wing 
added from the sale of Prospect House, 
accommodates the 33 residents in single 
rooms on two floors. Each floor has three 
complete kitchens with two stoves, two 
sinks and two fridges, a complete bath-
room with bath, three powder rooms and 
one shower room. 

Each floor also has a lounge with cable 
TV and internet. Laundry facilities are in 
the building’s basement. A night watch-
man is on duty from 12 midnight until 6 
am as required by the city of Westmount 
and part-time cleaning help is provided for 
the public areas. 

“Our wish list for this year’s special jubi-
lee campaign is focused on structural fea-
tures such as ventilation exchange,” Daw-
son said. 

The Belvedere Residence operates suc-
cessfully with a “devoted volunteer board” 
and able administrators, she explained. “It 
has continued to serve a needy and self-
sufficient population and although there 
have often been vacancies and there has 
never been a waiting list.” 

For more on the history of Belvedere, see 
October 3, 2017, p. 10.

Belvedere Residence, cont’d from p. 1

Board members of Belvedere 
Residence launched this year’s 
50th anniversary at their meet-
ing June 1. All are volunteers 
except for the administrator 
Norma Lovett in the back row 
beside renovations co-chair 
Tony Layton. From left in the 
middle row are renovations co-
chair Bruce Brown, president 
Janette Braun, secretary Judy 
Clark and, in front, treasurer 
Julie Dawson. Out of town is 
fundraiser Sharyn Scott.
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Knowlton: 42 Sugar Hill, with exceptional sunset views this estate is now 
offered for yearly rental. The property features a pool, lighted tennis court, 
pond, along with a garage with a 3-bedroom apart ment, close to village 
services. $6,500 per month for a yearly rental. Options available. 

Gerald C. Pion 1-450-531-1327

Knowlton: Exceptional opportunity for developers, family estate, or private 
residence. 41.6 acres adjacent to Mill Pond, zoned for residential develop -
ment. Originally subdivided in 1990 with road and hydro. Zoned for low-
density housing. Over 2,500 feet on the Coldbrook Stream offers a mix of 
woods, prairie and gentle hills. Included are 3 bedroom farmhouse and an 
adjacent barn with stables. Offered for $4,600,000. 

Gerald C. Pion 1-450-531-1327 | Diana Timmins 450-531-3094

Potton: Southwest views. 311 acre Domain. 3-4 bedroom house, 10 min. to 
Owl’s Head. Landscaped lawns, gardens, fields, mixed woods. 17 ac. white 
zoned. $1,950,000 

Diana Timmins 450-531-3094 | Beverly de Winter 450-405-6866

Diana Timmins, c.i. 
450-531-3094

Gerald C. Pion, c.i. 
1-450-531-1327

Beverly de Winter, c.i. 
450-405-6866

Ghaemi, Gibian head up Persephone 

Former neighbours reunite to 
advance emerging theatre artists 

By Jennifer Ball 

There has been a recent leadership change 
at Montreal-based Persephone theatre. 

Founded in 2000 by Westmounter 
Gabrielle Soskin, it has served as home to 
Montreal’s emerging theatre artists for over 
23 years. In July of 2013, Soskin stepped 
down as artistic director and Christopher 
Moore became AD and GM. (See March 
26, 2018, p. 10). 

In 2022, co-artistic directors Leila 
Ghaemi and Rebecca Gibian assumed the 
helm. They grew up a stone’s throw from 
each other in Westmount. 

Ghaemi and Gibian’s first production 
for the company was Pool (no water), which 
ran at the Segal Centre for the performing 
arts and their sophomore production The 
Flick will be on the boards at the Centaur 
Theatre from May 31 to June 11. 

Emerging artists 

The theatre company distinguishes 
itself by profiling local emerging theatre 
artists rather than seasoned talent. 

Gibian is a graduate of the National 
Theatre School of Canada’s acting pro-
gram. She spent years splitting her time 
between Quebec and Ontario, working as 
an actor and director for various com-
panies including the Shaw Festival, The 
Centaur, Studio 180 Theatre and Reper-
cussion Theatre. 

Ghaemi spent a decade of working for 
theatre companies in the United States, 
including American Conservatory Theater, 
New Repertory Theatre and Boston Play-
wrights’ Theatre. She received her BFA in 
theatre arts and MFA in theatre education 
and direction from Boston University’s 

school of theatre. 
The Independent wondered why – given 

that we are living in such a digital, on-
demand, instant-gratification world – is 
this fifth-century BC art form still relevant? 

“You are in a room with another living, 
breathing person and this show, in this way, 
will never take place again,” Gibian replied. 

Money 

The challenges that they face in con-
tinuing to mount productions was sum -
med up by Ghaemi in one word: “money.” 

“We are a non-profit arts organization 
so it is our goal to support theatre artists 
professionally and emotionally, but also 
financially, so that they can thrive as artists. 
That requires a lot of fundraising. It re -
quires a lot of recognition from founda-
tions and/or government grants. It is the 
constant pursuit to keep the mandate go -
ing and build the community that we so 
much want to build in Montreal.” 

The play that they chose to stage at The 
Centaur is Annie Baker’s Pulitzer-prize 
winning play The Flick. It is about three 
young people who are working at a cinema 
dreaming and hoping their lives are about 
to get better. 

The Montreal theatre community can 
be in dialogue with the play. Gibian said. 
“I hope that we can start expanding 
people’s expectations on what theatre in 
Montreal can be.” 

Ghaemi said “Also the personal element 
of The Flick is so lovely. It recognizes that 
we may think we know what other people 
are going through, but we only know them 
in relation to ourselves. Empathy actually 
teaches a lot about tenderness. After 
COVID, tenderness goes a long way.”

From left, Rebecca Gibian and Leila Ghaemi on Greene Ave. on May 12.



Johnny Prince has battled addiction, schizophrenia 

Rebellious ex-Westmounter appearing at Montreal Fringe Fest 
By Martin C. Barry 

Johnny Prince, who grew up in a grey-
stone house at the corner of de Maison-
neuve and Metcalfe, likes to tell the story 
of the time he purchased a tombstone at a 
garage sale with the help of a friend, then 
was swarmed by the police when he walk -
ed past former mayor Donald McCallum’s 
home at 4300 de Maisonneuve while toting 
a toy machine gun. 

This was in the late 1970s and early 
1980s during the punk rock era. Prince, 
who now lives in St. Henri, knew Mc -
Callum lived in the towering apartment 
block, because it is the practice in West-
mount to place decorative metal lanterns 
outside the mayor’s residence. 

As he recounts in The Rise of the Fallen, 
one of four collections of anecdotes about 
his misadventures he’s written and pub-
lished in the past 20 years (and which form 
the basis of a 30-minute one-man spoken-
word show he is staging at this summer’s 
Montreal Fringe Festival), he “boldly 
marched across” the acre or so of lawn in 
front of the 4300 – “the barrel of the gun 
pointed high, its stock against my hip.” 

Within moments, he wrote, the “squeal-
ing of tires thundered” and “there were at 
least three or four police cars come to 
investigate the call, put in by some Nosey 
Parker about a man with a gun in West-
mount – shocking.” 

When the police realized the situation 
wasn’t as serious as they first thought, they 
drove him home and turned him over to 
his mother. She warned him that if he had 
openly toted a machine gun around West-
mount about 10 years earlier during the 
October Crisis, he might easily have been 
shot. 

When his parents first arrived in West-
mount in the early 1970s, buying a house for 
less than $46,000 as many Westmounters 
gave up their homes and fled in the after-

math of FLQ terrorism, he re ceiv ed his first 
two years of grade schooling at École St. 
Léon, where he struggled in French and 
contended with “cranky old nuns.” 

Half-way through grade two, his parents 
decided to transfer him over to the Eng-
lish-speaking St. Paul’s School on Côte St. 
Antoine Rd. (known today as École inter-
nationale de Montréal), where things went 
more smoothly. He later graduated from 
the avant-garde MIND high school in 
downtown Montreal. 

While the tales he tells are vivid and 
sometimes disturbing, he does not conceal 
the fact that they were written by a recover-
ing schizophrenic drug addict, with some 
publishing and promotional assistance 
from his brother, Jason, a current West-
mount resident. 

Johnny Prince’s Montreal Fringe show 
is taking place from June 8 to 18 at O 
PATRO VÝŠ, 356 Mount Royal Ave. East 
(Mount Royal Metro). For exact dates and 
times, contact jason@jasonprince.ca.
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Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 corner Grosvenor

• All services maintain 
your warranty 

• All vehicles • All work 
• Pick-up/drop-off available 

514 933-8556

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

The future is electric 
We service all cars, 

including electric ones

Former Westmounter Johnny Prince, seen here 
on June 2 outside 4300 de Maisonneuve, where 
he was stopped as a young man by police after 
displaying a machine gun, which was in fact a 
toy.

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue
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Judith Webster speaks to 
Horticulture Society on Elsie Reford 

By Martin C. Barry 

In a presentation to members of the 
Westmount Horticulture Society on May 
9, landscape designer Judith Webster 
reflected on her recent research on the late 
Elsie Reford, the founder of the Jardins de 
Métis in Quebec’s Gaspé region. 

She spoke of Elsie Reford as a person, 
a gardener and an activist, while outlining 
Reford’s contributions to horticulture a -
long with other female gardeners in her 
time. 

A graduate of the Inchbald School of 
Garden Design in the UK, Webster is a vol-
unteer at the Jardins de Métis, in addition 
to meticulously tending a garden at her 
home in the Eastern Townships. 

As well, she has been working on a pro-
ject to transcribe Elsie Reford’s letters and 
diaries during the years she was tending 
the Jardins de Métis, including notes and 
plant lists, in order to create a data base 
that might eventually be made available to 
the public. 

The Jardins de Métis was originally the 
site of Estevan Lodge, the country estate of 
Lord Mount Stephen (from whom Mount 
Stephen Ave. in Westmount derived its 
name). Lord Mount Stephen gifted the 
lodge to Elsie Reford, who was his niece, 
and she oversaw the development of the 
gardens from 1926 to the late 1950s. 

Elsie Reford was married to Robert 
 Wilson Reford, who was a major player 
with what was then the largest flour mill -
ing company in the British Empire, whose 
most famous product was and still is sold 
under the Five Roses brand. 

During her summers spent at the lodge, 

Elsie Reford fished, hunted and rode 
horses. Although she was only 5’ 5” tall and 
slender in build, she engaged in other out-
door activities, which included hunting for 
moose, deer and pheasant. 

Much of this changed when she was 54 
years old and had an attack of appendicitis. 
A doctor told her she should give up fish-
ing and hunting, and consider taking up 
gardening. Taking the advice, she pro-
ceeded to divide the property up into 15 
gardening sections with streams of water, 
bridges and walls. 

In the diaries Webster examined, 
Reford goes into detail at the end of each 
day about her gardening activities, includ-
ing what she did that day and how the 
plants were doing. “It’s fascinating reading. 
It really is,” Webster said. 

“Every spring, she would arrive and at 
that time it would be late May. The daffo-
dils would be out, the crabapples would be 
flowering. She loved the spring and she 
loved writing about every single thing that 
was opening. And how she described it 
was really beautiful.” 

Among other things, Elsie Reford had 
an especially strong passion for lilies. She 
also had a passion for roses. “Anything that 
was fragrant touched Elsie’s heart.” One of 
the projects that staff and volunteers are 
currently working on involves restoring the 
lily population at the Métis Gardens. 

Websters and gardening seem to go 
together. Judith’s son is former West -
mount er Stuart Webster, a professional 
landscape designer. Patterson Webster, the 
wife of Stuart’s first cousin once removed, 
recently launched her book Autobiography 
of a Garden (see September 27, 2022, p. 21).

Seen here (on the right) at Westmount Public Library on May 9, Judith Webster told members of 
the Westmount Horticultural Society about Elsie Reford’s contributions to horticulture as the 
founder of the Jardins de Métis in Quebec’s Gaspé region.
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Cloutier brings nature, art history to Greene 

Another gallery event on the burgeon-
ing – nay, exploding – art scene on Greene 
Ave. 

The recent vernissage at Galerie S16 fea-
tured artist Odile Cloutier. Also an interior 
designer whose offices are on Greene, she 
has been painting and exhibiting for the 
past 15 years. Colourfully cheerful, her 
work riffs on a range of references – the 
legacy of art history. 

One can discern echoes of Chagall, a 
whisper of Picasso, and a smattering of 
Matisse. But her path is her own. Nature 
is her star. Kodachrome is her tool. Often 
she renders her images in glowing hues 
that grab the viewer. Some tones are more 
muted. Her colours are alluring, be they 
fall foliage or the deep blue of the oceans, 
which she loves. 

Some of her seascapes are in the round: 
the tondo form noted as early as the second 
century AD and made famous by such 
Renaissance giants as Michelangelo and 
Botticelli. 

The sapphire tones of her beach scenes 
are as hypnotic as the azure of her skies. 

One is swept away by the joyful gestures 
and then stays a while at each piece to dis-
cover more. 

Greene has become a destination for 
chic strollers. Some come to socialize: 
Others come to start – or add to – their art 
collection. 

Greeting guests was Adam Vieria, vp 
and co-founder S16 Group (Station 16 
 Editions/S16 Galleries). 

Noted in the cosmopolitan crowd of 
art afficionados were RE/
MAX Action president 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Odile Cloutier.

continued on p. 26
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Patricia Ciancotti, Joseph Montanaro and 
Charles Robinson, Charles Casgrain, 
Dominique Gilbert and Marc Germain; 
violinist Alexandre DaCosta and Martine 
Cardinal; Caroline Savoy, Isabelle Landry, 
Madeleine Rocheleau, Véronique Landry, 
artist Marc André Fortier, Sylvia Daher and 
Luigi Ia Francesco, Sylva Daher, Jizel 

 Younanian, Nicolas Fortin (in from Paris), 
Ewelina Pawlak, Frances Barry, Nicole 
 Rolland, Krista Ouellet, Cheryl Goffman, 
former Quebec premier Pierre-Marc 
Johnson, Hélène de Kovachich, dentist 
Carl Langlois, Andrea Lavergne, Eve 
 Casgrain, Nadine Hennelly, Carolina 
Arrillaga and Odile Bernard and Canada’s 
famous award-winning singer and actor 
Roch Voisine (sigh.)

Social notes, cont’d from p. 25

Ouvert au plublic

Designer’s Source for Bedding
Showroom Hours: M-F/10-5 – Shop at TOILESHOWROOM.COM

330 Victoria Ave, Westmount – 514.486.2424

Odile Cloutier, Alexandre Da Costa, Martine Cardinal, Roch Voisine and Odile Bernard.
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eurtce Llicub Peer

ER  CANIN CAND SK
A MOANUT MELOAN USE ABCAOYOWNE S Y U C

daWWeednes ayy
June 14th, 2023

In Person 
a Tor Online vi Teeams 

AMODERATTOR
PJeff J. Shamie, MPAA

President & CEO, Cedars Cancer Foundation

SPEAKERS
rDr.. Mario Chevrette 

WWeelcoming Remarks
irIncoming-Cha r,, Board of Directors,

aMelanoma  Canada

rDr.. Virginia Lee, N., Ph.D.
rPrreesenting the Cedarss

rrt PrCanSuppo roograam
rManager,, Supportive and Palliative Care

Program and Services,

Information 
Kiosks 
6pm-7pm

Public 
Lecture
7pm-8:30pm

F

a

Presents:
A Cedars CanSupport
Public Lecture

ain collaborattion with
Melanoma Canada 

Auditorium
MUHC Research Institute 1001, boulevard
Décarie, Bloc E, S1.1129 - site Glen
Montréal (QC) H4A 3J1

 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
  

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 
  

  
  

 

  
 

 

RSTEIGE ROT
DE OR CS QIHAN TCS rDirector,, Cedars C

rDr.. Beatrice 
MD CM, FRC
WWhhat’s New in

rCaree and Res
Assistant Profess
Medical Oncology
McGill University 

rDr.. Ari N. Me
MD, MSc, FR
WWhhat’s New in

rSurggical Onco
Associate Profess
McGill University
Surgical Oncologi
Scientific Director

rDr.. Catalin M
WWhhat’s New in
Medical Onco
Assistant Profess
F lt  f M di i

For more information
Phone: (514) 656-6662 Ext. 227

erkarine.pelletier@cedarscanc r..ca
cedars.ca

 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
  

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 
  

  
  

 

  
 

 

CanSupport MUHC

Wang, 
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yy  McGill University,
 Health Centre

eguerditchian, 
, FRCS FAACS

n Skin Cancer 
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rsor,, Surgery & Oncology,

st, MUHC
rr,, St-Mary’s Research Centre

Mihalcioiu, MD, FRCP 
n Skin Cancer 
ology

rsor,, Department of Medicine,
ne and Health Sciences,

edicine, Division of Medical

so
monial

sd Answwer Period

 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
  

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 
  

  
  

 

  
 

 

Faculty of Medicin
McGill University
Department of Me

yOncology,, MUHC

Danny Ortus
 TPatient Teestim

Question and
gual[[BBilin l]]

Adam Vieiria. Cheryl Goffman.
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Westmount
3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 512

+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1403

$3,295,000

Golden Square Mile
1520 DOCTEUR-PENFIELD AV. APT. 104

$699,000

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6Scan me to know me!

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1901

$3,495,000

Westmount
370 ELM AV.

$1,895,000

Ahuntsic-Cartierville
10147 PÉLOQUIN AV.

MOUNTAIN AND RIVER VIEWS MOUNTAIN VIEWS

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 503

$1,950,000
$1,545,000

NEW NEW

MOUNTAIN VIEWS

$1,025,000

Ville-Marie
2700 CH. HILL PARK, BEAVER LAKE

RENTAL $7,750/MONTH

Town of Mount-Royal
212 LOCKHART AV.

SOLD

Westmount Adjacent
4829 GROSVENOR AV.

SOLD

Mont-Tremblant
1025 CH. DU MITIK

SOLD

Town of Mount-Royal
1730 CH. NORWAY

SOLD
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TESTIMONIAL:

  JESSICA NORAS

 

 

SOLD

 

 

B R I A N  D U T C H

T. 514-386-2902

 

 

E D O UA R D  G A M AC H E
Residential Real Estate Broker & Advisor

T. 514-571-2345
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