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Castonguay secures Canad:an bronze in ﬁrst pentathlon

\X/estmounter Laurence Castonguay, seen August 17 on Victoria Ave., won the bronze medal in pen-
tathlon in her under-16 category at the Legion Canadian Youth Track and Field Championships,
held in Sherbrooke August 11 to 13. See p.11 for story.
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By LAUREEN SWEENEY

As this summer’s drownings in Quebec
brought warnings from life-saving groups
about the need for more swimming les-
sons, Westmount'’s youth sessions were so
popular that at some levels there were wait-
ing lists in some of the 90 spaces available
at various levels in four sessions, according
to Sports and Recreation officials.

An expert in local and international real estate market

Summer winds down for swimming lessons

Pool goes into post-season use
after challenging year

Perlman, teammates win AA baseball provincials

Westmounter and short stop Jayden Perlman, above, and his teammates from the Lac St. Louis
U15 AA Baseball All-Star Team won their division at the provincial championships, held August 10
to 13 in Three Rivers. See p.10 for story.
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“Overall, the registration level was about
70 percent for the total of 90 spaces avail-
able in the four sessions,” department
director Dave Lapointe said last week. This
was consistent with other years. The high-
estregistration levels were at the end of the

Mary Calabrese
Sea;(})lr;. masters swim and aquafit were 514. 962 552?

always full, said assistant Fe
director Bruce Stacey as
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Finally a Hebrew
School your child wil

Now offering transportation
from the following schools!

Lower Canada College
St. George's School

11

Westmount Hebrew is an extraordinary program. My kids
absolutely loved it. They would come out the program full of life
and with the best (/@i energy, unlike any other program.
The staff and teachers are top notch, and they go all in. , ,

-Sheri Spunt @

Sundays 10 am-12 pm or Tuesdays 4:30 pm- 6:30 pm
Pre-K-Grade 7

Westmount Square | Tower 4 | Suite 110

Fall semester begins September10,2023

e 5149374772 ext3 X info@westmounthebrew.ca

WestmountHebrew.ca
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Police Report

Suspect arrested after vehicle
on Dorchester broken into

By MARTIN C. BARRY

Although the summer vacation period
has been relatively quiet up to now in
terms of criminal activity in Westmount,
police at Station 12 report a few incidents,
including a household burglary and a forc-
ed entry and theft from a vehicle.

Around 6 am on August 10, according
to police, a Dorchester Blvd. resident was
instrumental in helping police to arrest a
bicycle-riding suspect who'd been seen
forcing his way into a vehicle parked near
Weredale Park road.

“A witness saw the suspect break the car
window and then start to look inside the
vehicle,” said Station 12 community rela-
tions Cst. Mike Yigit, reading from the inci-
dent report. “Then he moved onto the next
vehicle and also looked inside. So, he was
looking in many vehicles.”

Shortly after the resident called 9-1-1 to
report what he’d seen, Montreal police
officers arrived, identified the suspect and
arrested him. They seized a wallet, which
was found to belong to the owner of one

of the vehicles that had been broken into.

Kensington couple interrupts burglar

A Kensington Ave. couple who went out
for a morning walk around 7 am on Aug.
17 found after returning that the back door
of their home was unlocked and a burglar
alarm had been triggered.

Uncertain as to what was going on, they
went to the rear of their property, where
they saw a male suspect standing on their
balcony. “And when they approached, the
man ran off,” said Cst. Yigit.

According to Yigit, the suspect dropped
a black bag while running off, which was
found to contain items of personal prop-
erty taken from inside the home. Although
those items were recovered, the couple
reported that $50 in cash was missing.

Electric scooters legal — for 3 years

While many people were on vacation
over the past month or so, the provincial
government launched a three-year pilot
project whose purpose is
to regulate the use of continued onp. 8

This ||V|ng tree was patlally burned by a campﬁre in Sun’llm|t Woods as seen August 16, at whlch
time the area still smelled of ash. The same firepit was photographed for our June 27 edition (p.
6).

PHOTO COURTESY OF LYSANNE FOWLER.
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Cracking down in Summit Woods

Tickets issued for breaking dog and cycling rules in park

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A city of Montreal resident was fined
$230 August 13 for allowing his dog to run
off leash at 2:27 pm in Summit Woods,
Public Security officials said. He was told
his dog required a Westmount licence to
use the park, which is a dog run.

Earlier in the day in Summit Woods, a
cyclist was stopped and ticketted $80 for
riding on a park path. He was also a city of
Montreal resident. “We have been receiv-
ing many complaints about people cycling
on the gravel-covered pathway,” explained
Public Security director Greg McBain. This
is the north section of Summit Circle that
has been closed to motorized vehicle traffic
for years and is part of the nature preserve
signed for no cycling.

‘Bullet holes’

reported in car

Public Security received two calls
August 15 around 11:20 pm reporting bul-
let holes in a car parked on Edgehill, offi-

Conservatory door
opener re-timed
to opening hours

The automatic door opener to the
conservatory that was reported fixed
to the Independent last week was
reported by a reader August 21 to be
not working. The issue has now been
resolved, according to Public Works
director Robert Talarico.

Interestingly, he said the issue was
found to be related to a programming
timing issue and has now been read-
justed to work between 10 am and 9
pm.

cials said. Callers were referred to police
but when public safety patrollers began
searching for the car, they found it parked
at Lexington along with an occupant. The
so-called bullet holes turned out to be “dec-
orative stickers” resembling them.

Spotted in pond,
unlicensed dog
generates $230 ticket

A patroller in Westmount Park spotted
adog in the pond August 17 at 5:19 pm and
informed the guardian that not only were
dogs required to be leashed at all times
when not in the dog run but were also pro-
hibited from being in the water. In repor-
ting the incident, Public Security officials
said it took “a while” for the woman to be
able to catch the dog. She provided identi-
fication and was issued a ticket for $230.

2 parked cars

involved in accident

An accident opposite 34 Winchester on
August 16 was reported to have occurred
when the driver of a parked car was
attempting to pull out of her space, Public
Security officials said. It hit another parked
vehicle as witnessed by a city blue-collar
worker, who called for patrollers at 5:36
pm. No injuries were reported and the
drivers of the both vehicles were assisted
in filling out a joint accident report.

Tracking device
comes to the recue

A golden doodle was found running
loose August 14 at Metcalfe and de Maison-
neuve and was taken to a veterinarian by
public safety officers to be checked for
possible microchip identification. While
none was found, the dog’s owner contacted
Public Security after a few minutes, thanks
to a tracking device on the dog’s collar. It

turned out the dog was visiting from Ver-
mont.

Patrollers wait with

broken down car

Public safety officers stayed 15 minutes
with a car that patrollers found had broken
down on Roslyn August 15 and needed
towing, officials said. Occupants were wait-
ing for roadside assistance they had sum-
moned.
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EXCEPTIONAL RESIDENCE
OVERLOOKING THE SAINT LAWRENCE RIVER

Verchéres : Route Marie-Victorin

BEDS: 4 | BATHS: 2+1 MLS 21437997

Located on over 215,000 sq. ft. of manicured
land, this property offers a breathtaking
panoramic view. The main house has been
renovated but still maintains its original
charm and integrity. The coach house is
ideal for week-end visitors or live-in help.
Relax in the spectacular private garden as
you watch the boats on their way to the new
port at Contrecceur. Saltwater pool.

$7,000,000
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Joseph Montanaro

Courtier Immobilier | B.Arch | Real Estate Broker

9 Av. Roxborough Westmount
$ 15,500,000

3200 Av. de Trcfclgclr Westmount 16 Place que5|de Westmount
$ 8,750,000 $ 6,500,000

789 Av Upper-Belmont, Westmount . 444 Av. EIm, Westmount
$ 2,550,000 $ 2,495,000

90 Summit Circle, Westfnount
$ 13,950,000

618 Av. Murray Hill, Westmount 639 Av. Murray H|II, Westmount
$ 5,499,000 $ 3,195,000

4 " N e
215 Av. Redfern, apt. 202, Westmount 4314 Av. Montrose, Westmount
$ 2,275,000 $ 1,943,000

RE/MAX ACTION | Agence immobiliére
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A LEADER IN
LUXURY REAL ESTATE

HIGHEST TMR SALE IN 2023 SIGNIFICANT CONDO SALE
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WOMEN SHOULD NOT
BE WEAKENED PREY

My letter is in response to Alice Myers’
article (July 4, p. 21) on the petition asking
the Legault administration for tests target-
ing date-rape drugs to tell whether or not
one’s drink has been spiked.

In my salad days, I experienced some-
thing similar done by an ex-boyfriend. We
referred to it as Rohypnol. Women were
then advised to always cover any drinks
and hold bottled beer in their hands. I
never cease to be amazed by the perfidy of
men and the extreme ways in which it is
manifested.

It reminds me of the occasion when the
former American vice president Dick Che-
ney shot a fellow bird hunter in the face.
The owner of the large Texas estate on
which Cheney was hunting unwillingly
faced the press three days after the act. By
then, the details revealed that Cheney’s
excursion into the wild country was a
“canned shoot,” i.e. shooting birds kept in
cages since such fledglings can’t fly above
a human’s waist when released — and the
height makes them much easier targets for
game hunters like Cheney and his ilk.

A canned shoot may not, to many, be
equivalent to date rape. To me, it under-
lines how many males see women as prey
that must be weakened. If it takes a nasty
tactic, so be it. I praise our Westmount-St.
Louis legislator Jennifer Maccarone and

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

McGill student Solenne Trequesser for
addressing the frequent use of GHB with
their petition. According to figures they
cite from UNwomen.org, 736 million
women globally experience assault.
The numbers are breathtaking, are they
not?
BRONWEN MANTEL, BRUCE AVE.

GIVE THE PERSONAL
EDITORIALS A REST

Come on, David! Isn’t it supposed to be
“letters to the editor,” not “letters from the
editor”? And how come the 300-word limit
never applies to you? Just how high a per-
centage of the space devoted to any letters
over the past six months has been devoted
to letters from you — either about the pro-
posed change in Chiteau Maisonneuve’s
zoning or the admission of more medical
clinics to Victoria village — all of which
really focus on your personal access to
parking. Bring back some real news,
please!

Jo LAP1ERRE, METCALFE AVE.

Editor’s reply: The paper’s Letters to the Edi-
tor section and editorials (when they are
present) are separate sections and are
clearly identified with “in bubble” section
headers. If you want to ignore the edi-
torials, you can, because the distinction is
clear.

The city is welcome to reply at equal
length. Speaking of distinctions, it might

Editor
David Price: 514.935.4537
editor@westmountindependent.com
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Laureen Sweeney
Graphics
Ted Sancton
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explain why it can’t make the distinction
between the “19th” and “20th” of a month,
and between “July” and “August.” Please
remember that the city is a government with
a material amount of taxpayer-funded per-
sonnel and assets, to which higher stan-
dards apply than just some people making
some changes from time to time to some
personal rules. The city is not, or least
ought not be, a private club.

My personal parking is totally unaf-
fected by any current proposal, but I am
proud to champion the situations of my
neighbours who aren’t so lucky. Why aren’t
the politicians doing the same for their
constituents? — DP.

LET’S SHIFT GEARS FROM
PARKING TO THE ENVIRONMENT

I read last week’s editorial in the West-
mount Independent (p. 8) with a mix of
interest and concern. The opinion piece
laments the recent city registry regarding
the proposed re-institution of a longstand-
ing zoning by-law permitting medical
offices in Victoria village. The editor sug-
gests that the process is undemocratic due
to perceived limitations in expressing
opposition, attributed to the newspaper’s
closure during the summer holidays. How-
ever, it’s important to clarify that the reg-
istry process was adequately publicized on
the city’s website and even extended by one
day to allow ample opportunity for citizen
input. Only 36 out of 1,696 eligible voters
showed their support for a costly referen-
dum, a detail that seemingly troubles the
editor, leading to claims that such a process
undermines Quebec’s democracy.

The assertion of “total confusion” and
a lack of “true, reliable” information war-
rants scrutiny. The city’s website clearly
published information about the process,
and concerned citizens had the opportun-
ity to participate in city council meetings
to gain clarity.

Considering the editor’s prior lengthy
editorials, it seems reasonable to infer that
his primary concern is the fear of height-
ened traffic and parking challenges in his
neighbourhood. Surely he doesn’t object
to an increase in medical care facilities in
his backyard.

The attempt to discredit our city’s
democratic process by questioning the reg-
istry exercise is unsettling. Challenging a
“perfectly legal” process (editor’s words)
appears to be an emerging trend, which
regrettably leads to division among consti-
tuents, as we’'ve witnessed elsewhere.

However, my primary apprehension lies
in the disproportionate energy directed
towards parking concerns, especially in
light of more pressing social issues. For

instance, our provincial government
recently pledged to reduce the number of
cars on the road, a commendable initiative
to make our province carbon-neutral by
2050. Re-directing the public discourse
towards such shared, locally and globally,
beneficial objectives is imperative.

Shouldn’t our focus shift to broader
societal matters such as healthcare, educa-
tion, social housing and environmental
sustainability? Rather than fixating solely
on parking, let us collectively engage in dis-
cussions about matters that truly shape the
well-being of our community.

I, for one, would wholeheartedly sup-
port a local newspaper that champions
broader social and environmental causes.
[ extend an invitation to fellow Westmount
citizens to partake in this discourse and
steer our conversations towards more
meaningful and impactful topics.

RicHARD DUFOUR, ANWOTH RD.

PICK UP YOUR DOO, PLEASE

Dog owners, do you feel proud of your-
selves leaving your doggie doo-filled bags
on neighbours’ properties? How sad for
you...that you seem unable to walk it back
to your own garbage pail or to the nearest
disposal bin.

BARBARA WINN, METCALFE AVE.

DOG OWNERS, SHAPE UP

I am a dog owner and I would like to
apologize to all non-dog owners for: bone-
head dog owners who wreck the neigh-
bourhood by doing as in the photo (this
happens regularly at this corner even when
there’s no blue-collar strike); really dumb
dog owners who put their bags of dog poo
in other people’s garbage cans, recycling
boxes and yard waste bags (dog poo is not
part of the yard waste composting process,
you boboheads, and think about what

P z -
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happens if the bag you put in someone
else’s garbage can pops and smears every-
where); and the super-nasty dog owners
who chuck their dog poo bags into hollow
trees at Summit Woods, throw them in the
gutter or stick them down a sewer drain
where they wash directly into the St. Law-
rence River.

Come on, ignorant dog owners, get your
acts together, deal with your dog’s poo
responsibly — yes, it is your problem —and
stop being disgusting pigs.

Look here to learn and become better
human beings:

davidsuzuki.org/living-green /is-your-
pet-care-planet-friendly/

TraoMAS LAPIERRE, CHESTERFIELD AVE.

MYSTERY DWELLERS WELCOME

There are residents dwelling in the deep
basement of an apartment building on
Metcalfe Ave. I never see him, or her, or
them. But I know they are living there.

I know because I see the entrance, or
the exit (or both) to their place.

When I moved to the area in the sum-
mer of 2019, I took little notice of the hole
about the size of the seat of a chair in the
ground on a patch of wannabe lawn close
to the entrance of the building.

But that hole got bigger as time went
on. It was difficult to see how deep it
actually was. It did not go straight down
and there were roots from the nearby tree
crisscrossing it.

It was hard to ignore it, but I thought of
it as a mere oddity.

Fall came, winter came, snow covered
the hole and out of sight, out of mind.

Spring arrived, accumulated dead leaves
and little tree branches were cleared and

LT B iy 9 A
A hole in the ground on Metcalfe, as seen

August 1.

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.
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the hole was filled with fresh soil by build-
ing management.

The hole appeared again... small at first,
then it got bigger.

It surely cannot be a sinkhole, what else
then?

Groundhogs or even foxes? It must be!

This ritual repeated itself for the next
two years. Management would fill the hole,
whoever lives down there opens it up
again.

This summer they took their time, I
thought they had given up... but NO, it is
there again!

I marvel at the tenacity and determina-
tion of these residents!

I marvel that in this neighbourhood,
under all this concrete, asphalt, manicured
lawns, nicely maintained parks, and
patches where nature is allowed to grow as
it pleases, there are thousands of creatures
who share this marvelous planet with us,
creatures who from time to time let us
know that they are also here, and that they
are more important than we realize to the
survival of our shared world.

Being aware of their mostly unseen
presence makes me happy.

HEIDI VERMEULEN, METCALFE AVE.

WHY LIMIT 350-PERSON POOL
TO 32 SWIMMERS?

The early morning adult swim at the
Westmount public pool is limited to 32
swimmers. One must register online a
couple of days ahead for this swim time.
If the maximum of 32 is reached, you can-
not swim, despite the fact this is an eight-
lane pool with a capacity of 350 people.

And it has been regularly noted that not
all who sign up actually turn up to swim.
Some do cancel their reservations, but not
all. As a result, other swimmers are not
able to enjoy the pool.

The limit on the number of swimmers
was put in place as a COVID measure and
since then some swimmers have told the
Sports and Recreation department that
they liked this restriction. But most
swimmers do not. Just ask them!

Many requests to remove the sign-up
requirement have been sent to Sports and
Rec. and the responsible councillor, but
were rejected, apparently due to pre-
COVID complaints about the number of
swimmers.

Some of these complaints can be re-
solved with the help of the lifeguards
ensuring that swimmers of similar abilities
are in the same lane, and by swimmers re-
specting the lifeguards and their fellow
swimmers. In addition, a pool of this
capacity can certainly accommodate more
than four swimmers per lane.

I would also like point out that there are
no restrictions on the number of swim-
mers at any other adult swim time.

Why does the morning swim exclude
some Westmounters?

I also offer a suggestion that for the last
few weeks of outdoor swimming, why not
remove the sign-up and test the waters, so
to speak?

RosALIND DaAvis, LORRAINE. AVE.

CAR THEFT SOURED VISIT
TO MONTREAL

Living in Plattsburgh, we love Montreal
and missed it during the pandemic, even
vowing to re-discover it. But will we come
again as often as we'd like? Not likely. We
have always used Trudeau airport as our
departure for air travel too, but will re-think
that. We had our car stolen recently from
one of Trudeau airport’s Econoparc lots —
a staffed, fenced and gated parking lot for
which we prepaid through the airport’s
website.

We were unaware that Montreal has a
stolen-car epidemic. Nearly 10,000 cars
were stolen in 2022, the CBC reported, and
thefts in 2023 were on pace to break that
record. Data shows roughly a one-third
increase in thefts every year in recent years.

We are apparently “lucky” to have had
our car recovered by police after it was
abandoned on the street. Yet we hardly feel
relief knowing that our car was broken
into, stolen, stripped and sullied, inside
and outside. Despite insurance, we will
have to absorb expenses. It could take
weeks, even months, for our car to be
repaired and cleaned because of existing
work volume, staffing and the parts supply
chain.

In Canada, we expect to be able to leave
our car on the street and find it later. We
surely expect that a staffed, fenced and
gated parking lot overseen by Trudeau air-
port will protect our car — especially at its
high price.

This airport is a gateway to and from
Montreal. If someone cannot trust that its
parking lots are secure, this will undoubt-
edly result in tourists thinking twice about
using this important travel hub. We doubt
we will trust the airport parking again.
Until the problem abates, we will think
twice about driving up to Montreal for any
reason.

SHAWN MURPHY & E1AINE OSTRY,
P1ATTSBURGH, NEW YORK

LIES, HOLLOW PROMISES

FROM PREMIER LEGAULT

The Independent received the following
press release July 16 from The Task Force on
Linguistic Policy

The true impact of Bill 96 is now being
felt, offering proof of the lies and hollow
promises of Premier Francois Legault. Last
year, in the wake of criticism by the Task
Force on Linguistic Policy and others, the
CAQ government paid millions of dollars
for advertising the legislation “would not
affect English-speaking Quebecers.” Pre-
mier Legault has repeated these talking
points, despite evidence to the contrary.
The latest embarrassment has come in the
form of a death certificate, issued by the
Quebec government in 2009, but now
refused by the same government. Even
though the person seeking to use the death
certificate in a family legal matter is a so-
called “historic anglophone,” the applica-
tion of the law is as severe as for anyone
else. It means it will no longer be possible
to register English birth, marriage or death
certificates.

Task Force President Andrew Caddell
says, “We were the first to sound the alarm
of the excesses of Bill 96 in 2021 and were
called fearmongers when we provided
detailed critiques of it. Now they are com-
ing true.” Caddell points out the June 2022
ad campaign said “several falsehoods have
circulated” as to the impact of Bill 96 on
anglophones. Among the “corrections”
offered were English-speakers would have
the same constitutional guarantees to jus-
tice and access to health care in English.

“This is patently false. We already know
of people provided with French-only in-
formation and services in health care. This
development proves all legal documents
must now be in French, which is an im-
position on the rights of any English-speak-
ing Quebecer,” said Caddell.

On May 31, the Task Force took the Que-
bec and Canadian governments to court
for failing to protect the rights of English-
speaking Quebecers. Cases include a
woman suffering from ulcerative colitis
who is not a historic anglophone and can-
not get service in English, the mother of a
boy with autism, and a businessman who
will no longer be served in English by the
Quebec government. The Task Force will
soon create a platform allowing the public
to submit stories how Bill 96 is negatively
impacting lives.

The Task Force on Linguistic Policy/
Comité spécial sur la politique linguistique
was formed in June of 2021 to fight Bill 96
and Bill C-13, the federal Official Languages
Act. It boasts over a thousand subscribers and
many more followers and members on social
media. It is active in the community and dep-
ends on donations to support its crowd funded
lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of
Bill 96. Learn more about them at www. The-
TaskForce.ca.
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Westmount’s pool on one of its busiest days,
the ALPS swim meet. This year, it was held

August 12. See p. 16 for story.

PHoOTO: RALPH THOMPSON.

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!
You NEep To CALL

ZOURIK:-

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING

SPECIALISTS

Hand wash & repairs
of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall

Carpeting Experts

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS
WITH OUTSTANDING
SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP
FOR 35+ YEARS!

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Buy a classified in the
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

at www.westendclassifieds.com

Pool, cont’d from p. 1

the pool headed into post-season use.
Despite many requests to provide more
time for aquafit, “when we add something,
we have to take something else away,” he
explained.

Pool kept open

Enough life guards are to be available
to keep the pool open for post-season use
August 21 to September 4 inclusive. Many
are students headed back to CEGEP and
university. A schedule has been posted on
the pool’s page of the city’s website.

Despite a few early pool closures over
the summer during the strike of the city’s
blue-collar workers, most of the morning
lessons and activities managed to operate
with management carrying out the vital
testing of water and general cleanliness.
Even the city’s director general, Julie Man-
deville, for example, was reported to have
been out testing water at 10 pm one night.

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261 E

ol
[N[3Y online

appointments
now available!

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com
Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children

Police, cont'd from p. 2

motorized personal transport vehicles, the
most notable of which are electric scooters.

The official word comes from the police
at Station 12, who issued a statement with
some details on how law enforcement
officers will be dealing with electric scoot-
ers, which are still not considered “street
legal” because there is no mention of them
in the Quebec Highway Safety Code.

Transport Québec, according to a state-
ment issued in early July by the highways
ministry, wants to safely integrate “motor-
ized personal transport devices” with other
types of transportation already in use on
the province’s streets, roads and highways
to see if the highway code itself should be
modified.

According to the rules applying during
the three-year trial period, drivers of so-
called MPTDs must be at least 14 years of
age and wear a helmet. They will be
allowed to drive an MPTD on any road

RI3

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

where the maximum posted speed is 50
km/h.

However, the speed of vehicles cannot
exceed 25 km/h, and they must be equip-
ped with red reflectors at the rear and a
white reflector in the front. As well, the
vehicles must have a white headlight in
front for night-time use and an illuminated
red light at the rear.

No passengers

In addition, the vehicles must have an
operational braking system and drivers are
not allowed to carry passengers. The fine
for breaking any of these rules is $200. As
well, vehicles cannot weigh more than 36
kilograms (including the battery).

Regarding other types of MPTD (such
as motorized skateboards), Cst. Yigit sug-
gested they would not be considered ac-
ceptable under the new rules because
they’re not equipped with brakes.

FRIENDLY REMINDER

You want to de-clutter?

ANYTHING YOU DO NOT NEED,
OTHERS NEEDIT!

With the help of the Rotary, | am still

forwarding furniture and household

items to newcomers in Montreal. You
have been generous in the past.

Please do not hesitate to call me at

514.577.1242 or better still write at
agia@videotron.ca with pictures.
It helps us direct your donations

to the right people.

Au nom de tous ceux que vous avez aidés,
merci infiniment. Viviane Agia
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Test launched last week at 3 locations

New street painting
to highlight pedestrian safety

An eastbound car on Sherbrooke St. turns north/left onto Grosvenor August 18.

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

New road painting aimed at increasing
pedestrian safety was introduced last week
at three locations on a test basis.

The measures, such as cross-hatching
and sidewalk extensions, have been added
with paint at Grosvenor and Sherbrooke,
St. Catherine and Dorchester and on Dor-
chester just east of Hallowell, according to
Councillor Anitra Bostock, who chairs the
city’s Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC).

Bostock told the Independent the mark-
ings have been undertaken using money
remaining from the city’s regular line-
painting budget. They are intended to
make pedestrian traffic more visible to
drivers, create more space for pedestrians
at crosswalks, and effectively encourage
drivers to keep their distance from the curb.

Described on the city’s website August
14 as “giving extra attention” to traffic calm-
ing measures, Bostock pointed out that the
use of the paint at the Grosvenor/Sher-
brooke intersection is a prime example,
especially at the northwest corner.

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

It’s here, for example, that eastbound
drivers making a left-hand turn to head up
Grosvenor at the Bank of Montreal tend to
cut the corner too sharply, in the city’s view.

Used by many Roslyn students

“This is a crossing used by many school
children to and from Roslyn School as well
as seniors crossing at the entrance to Vic-
toria village,” Bostock pointed out. A bol-
lard has also been installed in combination
with the paint for added attention.

Dan Lambert, president of the Associ-
ation of Pedestrians and Cyclists of West-
mount, said that “Generally speaking, we
are happy with any measures which make
pedestrians feel safer and thereby encour-
age more residents to walk rather than
drive.”

As had been reported at the city council
meeting May 1 by Bostock in her capacity
as commissioner of public works, the city
is now switching to a new environmentally
safe epoxy road paint after finding that the
latex wore off too quickly.

Haircuts on the fly come to
(or go through?) Westmount

MOB!LE BARBERSHOP

ON DE COIFFURE MOBILE
SAL [FEYR

Le salon vient 3 voys |
The shop comes to you' !

x5 14 9"'3. 5326 |

Sl 3mobj: - ;
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This mobile barber shop was spotted on the corner of Sherbrooke and Lansdowne.

PHOTO: RALPH THOMPSON.

MAURICE G. VEZINA
February 19, 1931 — July 26, 2023
Surrounded by the love of his immediate family, it is with great
sadness that we announce the passing of Maurice G. Vézina in
Montreal on July 26, 2023.

He is survived by his beloved wife, Monique (Lafontaine); his
children, Renée (Daniel Archambault), Marc (Julie Rochefort),
Robert J. (Christian Gagné-Cholette) and Frangois (Sophie
Migneault); his grandchildren, Pascale, Bernard, Mé¢lanie,
Antoine, Raphaél, Eliot, Flavie, Olivier (Camille), Mathieu and
Laurent; his great-grandson, Eli; his sisters, Madeleine (late
Claude Telhel% and Michele; as well as his sister-in-law, Lucy
Lafontaine (Jean Cossette).

Preceded in death by his brother, Roméo (late Andrée Beauregard); his sister, Lyse (late
Michel Hogue) and his brotherin-law, Hébert Lafontaine (late Bella Houde), he will be
deeply missed by his many nephews, nieces, relatives and friends.

Maurice Vézina was a civil engineer, he founded the engineering firm Vézina Labrecque
& Associés (Vézina Fortier & Associés) as well as Monbel inc., a countryside development
fronting Lake Stukely near Mount Orford National Park.

Born in Matane, he grew up in Trois-Rivieres. The Vézina family then settled in Outre-
mont. Maurice Vézina studied at Loyola College and McGill University, where he obtained
his degree in engineering. In 1957, he received his master's degree in sanitary engineering
from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (M.I.T) in Boston.

Maurice Vézina has been involved in the community, among other things as a church-
warden at St-Léon Church in Westmount and a member of the fundraising campaign com-
mittee for the acquisition of the Church's new organ. He was also a member of the board
during the creation of the Queen Elizabeth Health Complex and its charitable foundation.

A generous and dedicated family man, he was passionate about classical music, fishing,
travel, cooking and reading. More than anything, he loved spending time with his family at
Lake Stukely.

The funeral will be held at St-Léon Church in Westmount on Thursday August 31 at 3:00
p.m. Before the ceremony, the family will receive condolences at the entrance of the church
starting at 1:30 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, donations to The Montreal Children’s Hospital Foundation (fonda-
tionduchildren.com/fr/collectes-de-fonds/a-la-memoire-de-maurice-g-vezina) or to the
Queen Elizabeth Health Complex Foundation (gehcfoundation.org) would be appreciated.
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Lac St. Louis
U15 AA baseball
wins provincials

The Lac St. Louis U15 AA Baseball All-
Star Team won its division at the provincial
championships, held August 10 to 13 in
Three Rivers. The team included West-
mounter Jayden Perlman, who plays short-
stop.

The players went 6-0 in the tournament
and won their final game 10-9 over Lan-
audieére, their closest score of the tourna-
ment.

“Victory is sweet!” said Perlman’s
mother Shana Rotstein. “This is one of the
deepest and most talented teams Lac St.
Louis has ever put forward.... These mem-
ories will last a lifetime!”

See p. 1 for another photo.

PHOTO COURTESY OF SHANA ROTSTEIN.

We welcome your letters

but reserve the right to choose and edit
them. Please limit to 300 words and
submit before Friday 10 am to be
considered for the following week. Email
us at: editor@westmountindependent.com
/

Choosze fram our largs
selection of luxury homes for
rent In Gredter Montreal

Xomed

CLINIQUE MEDICO-ESTHETIQUE

Rent your next
dream home

VISAGE ET CORPS
FACE & BODY
Rajeunissement et amélioration
de la qualité de la peau

Rejuvenation and improvement
of skin quality

TRAITEMENT DES VARICES ur horn wr e website

V.
ARICOSE VEINS DR JOHN ROWEN | groupecopley.com

Médecine esthétique - Phlébologie
PRENDRE RENDEZ-VOUS Aesthetic medicine - Phlebology
514 342.8346 CCFP (EM) Fellow CSP
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Castonguay wins bronze at Legion Canadian
Youth Track and Field Championships

Westmounter Laurence Castonguay
won the bronze medal in pentathlon (run-
ning, hurdles, shot put, high and long
jump) for her under-16 category at the
Legion Canadian Youth Track and Field
Championships, held in Sherbrooke August
11 to 13.

The top competitor — from BC — domi-
nated the event with 3,233 points, with
the silver, bronze, fourth and fifth places
forming a tighter bunch with 2,797, 2,690
(Castonguay), 2,642 and 2,618 points. The

CITE DE HAVRE/TROPIQUES NORD

This 1441.84 sf unit is completely renovated
with style. It has a terrace of 400 sf, which
looks onto an atrium, a magnificent
tropical jungle with wonderful water views.
Your perfect 1 bedroom, 1+1 bathroom,

hidden treasure home or delightful
pied-a-terre. MLS: 28223779  $1,245,000

PROFUSION Forbes

IMMOBILIER T

fifth finisher had 1,952.

Only nine competitors were in Caston-
guay’s section, but they had met what her
father Sylvain Castonguay describes as
“very high standards” to be there. In Lau-
rence’s case, she had so qualified in three
events, namely the 100-meter, the high
jump and the shot put, as well having put
in a strong performance at a heptathlon.

It was her first time competing in the
event, which she said is “like a family.
Competitors coach each other.”

What is this event like for competitors,
especially a first-time one?

“It takes a lot of stamina — it is very
tiring — and you have to be a little good at
everything, not just at one event.”

Castonguay previously won the gym-
nastics provincials for her age (see May 7,
2019, p. 11) and a silver for the vault at the
eastern Canada regionals (see May 21,
2019, p. 3).

What'’s next for Castonguay? In the next
age bracket (under 18), for women, the
pentathlon morphs into a heptathlon —and
she hopes to represent Quebec in that
event at the track and field championships
in Calgary next year.

See p. 1 for another photo.

Bunny Berke

Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928

PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

Mother Nature smiles as she works

)

“I saw this on my dally walk and couldn t help but smile,” Lynn Caplan toId the Independent August

7. “The two bees helped Mother Nature create a very special smiley face!”  puoro courresy oF L. Capian

MORE THAN 6 YEARS OF GOOD-AS-GOLD CARE FOR
WESTMOUNT SENIORS

Professional, certified caregivers Flexible plans and rates
Customized service Partner of O Positive Inc., in-home
blood and medical testing A team of people who understand

CALL US TODAY. WE ARE ALWAYS HERE FOR YOU!
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-
438-700-9107 .{};’; Squad

gold-squad.com
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KAUFMANGROUP.CA

514.379.1333

Kaufman Group does not just place a sign in front of your home,
we place your home in front of the world.

Highest sale ever in Québec
Highest sale ever in Westmount

Highest sale ever in Hampstead
Record Breaking, World Renowned.

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Québec

Liza Kaufman - Certified Real Estate Broker, Sotheby's International Realty Québec LK. Real estate agency. “As per Centris 2020. "As per Centris. “Domestic and International. ““Across all syndicates.
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$7,750,000
MLS 20197431

Westmount
BEDS: 4+1 | BATHS: 4+1

INTRODUCING

$5,995,000
SIRC1218920

Cote-Saint-Luc
BEDS: 6 | BATHS: 6+2

Outremont
BEDS: 4 | BATHS: 2+1

$5,250,000
SIRC1279938

C.D.N./N.D.G.
BEDS: 3+1 | BATHS: 3+1

$1,995,000
MLS 15812516

INTRODUCING

Westmount
BEDS: 6 | BATHS: 3+1

$2,900,000
MLS 24354003

$1,695,000 or $6,700/m
MLS 25091860

$1,775,000
MLS 18023891

C.D.N./N.D.G.
BEDS: 4 | BATHS: 1+1

Westmount
BEDS: 3 | BATHS: 3+1

$1,550,000
MLS 14102286

The Pom | Westmount
BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 2

NEW PRICE

INTRODUCING

$1,650,000
MLS 16253382

Westmount Square | Westmount
BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 2

$945,000
MLS 22315834

$1,178,000
MLS 17603852

Cote-Saint-Luc
BEDS: 3+1 | BATHS: 3+1

Sutton
BEDS: 1+2 | BATHS: 2

NEW PRICE

$2,995,000
MLS 21550835

Westmount
BEDS: 3+1 | BATHS: 3+1

.
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$1,698,000
MLS 9565292

Westmount
BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 1+1

i 1

Westmount
BEDS: 4 | BATHS: 2+1

Westmount
BEDS: 4 | BATHS: 3+1

C.D.N./N.D.G.
BEDS: 3 | BATHS: 3+1

over
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ANNUAL WEB VIEWS"
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$2B

TOTAL SALES VOLUME
since 2008"

100>

DEDICATED TO YOU

Sotheby’s
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‘A sustainability and legacy project’: Cllr. Roux
Public consultation set for August 31 on Murray Park’s trees

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Public consultation on the future of
trees in King George (Murray) Park is
scheduled to take place Thursday, August
31 at 7 pm in Victoria Hall. This is to dis-
cuss development of what is being des-
cribed as a new cycle of trees to take root
in the park under Phase 3 in a five-phase
project.

Westmount resident and landscape
architect Sophie Robitaille of the firm
RobitailleCurtis will propose options for
public discussion.

The future of the trees, many described
as having belonged on the original Murray
family property, became a hot issue last
year when neighbouring residents dis-
covered a number of acacia (black locust)
trees had been cut down without public
consultation (see story October 25, 2022,
p- 6).

“I'm glad residents will have a chance
to hear from Sophie Robitaille on her pro-
posed options for the arboreal future of
King George Park (Murray Park),” District
2 councillor Elisabeth Roux said last week.

“She is a very well-respected landscape
architect, who has an extensive knowledge
of the park. This public consultation will
give residents a chance to ask questions
and express their opinion. Both residents
and experts have written about the impor-
tance of the park and its acacia grove in
your paper. This will be an opportunity for
all to gather, exchange ideas and generate
consensus.

“This is both a sustainability and a
legacy project. It will have an impact for
generations to come. I strongly encourage
residents to participate in this public con-
sultation.”

While some of the acacia trees had been
described as irreversibly damaged by invas-
ive insects and listed as trees that were no
longer permitted to be planted in West-
mount (see November 2, 2021, p. 4), Mayor
Christina Smith later said there had been
initial misunderstanding by the city. In
fact, the invasive acacias could not be
planted within 100 meters of Summit
Woods (see story October 25, 2022, p. 6).

Outstanding acacia grove

This acacia grove is “the most outstand-
ing of the few in the Montreal area,”
according to retired landscape architect
Ron Williams in a guest column for the
Independent (May 4, 2023, p. 7). The trees
re-seed and regenerate very quickly.

Although susceptible to the locust borer,
the acacia is a robust and fast-growing tree
as some residents have observed new

shoots sprouting from some of the re- Details of the city’s five-phase develop- accessed through “Engage” in the home
mains of acacias already cut down. ment plan for the trees in the park can be  page of the city’s website.
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King George (Murray) Park was returning to nature during the seven-week strike by the city’s blue-collar workers, as seen August 8 above. By August
20, below, it was back to its usual appearance. PHOTOS: RALPH THOMPSON.
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Avant que tu ne sois la a ‘lyrical lullaby’ to children

Renaud’s new book hot off the press last week

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Anne Renawd

A new book is hot off the
press from Westmount’s prolific
children’s writer Anne Renaud.
Called Avant que tu ne sois la, it
is published in French from her
original unpublished English
manuscript entitled Before you
Came.

This is consistent with the
fluently bilingual author’s usual
practice to write in English and
shop a manuscript around to
Canadian and US publishers
before preparing her own French
translation, which is now pub-
lished by Les Editions Héritage in
its Monarch collection.

Witten for pre-schoolers, this
book is a departure from Ren-
aud’s numerous others, which
usually have a historical theme
such as the invention of the potato
chip (Mr. Crum’s Potato Predica-
ment) and the sinking of the
Empress of Ireland (Into the Mist).

“Itis a kind of love letter, prayer
and lullaby to remind children
how much they are loved,” she
explained last week. Though Renaud has
no children of her own, she is a devoted
aunt who was inspired by her own sister
and how “desperately” she had longed to
have children.

As a result, when Renaud’s niece was
born, she said, “I was able to relate to how
parents feel toward their children and the
magnitude of their love they carry in their
hearts for them.”

As she writes to the young reader on the
opening pages: “Before you came, I wished
you upon stars and howled you to the
moon, And just like the moon calls to the
tides, I called to you without yet knowing
your name.”

[.e Cartier
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And it concludes, in part on pages 24-
27: “Now you are here, our steps travel the
same path, And I will fight armies for

you.... You are my heart...and I am your
home.”

Fantasy illustrations

Fantasy illustrations by Nahid Kazemi
were suggested by Renaud “because I love
her work and I was delighted that she
accepted to illustrate the text.”

The acceptance of the French version
came just before the first COVID lock-
down, Renaud told the Independent. “Since
COVID, everything in the industry has
been moving at a snail’s pace, which is why
it took so long to be published.”

Montreal’s Finest
Rental Apartments

lecartier.ca
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Contact:

Catherine Paradis
(514) 586-1511
cparadis@lecartier.ca
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She said she hopes that the pub-
lisher will be able to sell the English
rights to the book, which is expected
to be available from the children’s
department at Westmount Public
Library along her many other books.

One of Renaud’s English books,
Gwendolyn’s Pet Garden, published in
2021 (see story April 13, 2021, p. 21)
was selected last year for distribution
by Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library and more than 400,000
copies given to pre-school children
and their families, Renaud said.

This program is described as “a
turnkey, scalable, low cost, low risk,
highly effective program promoting
equitable access to early childhood
educational resources” having
“direct effect on the home literacy
environment with families engaged
in reading, school preparedness
and academic achievement.”

Before retiring a couple of years
ago, Renaud had worked many
years at Westmount’s city hall as
executive assistant in the mayor’s
office.

VINIAGE
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By RALPH THOMPSON

Westmount hosted the Division A finals
of the Association of Lakeshore Pools
(ALPS) August 12 at the Westmount rec-
reation centre swimming pool.

Division B, C and D competitions took
place at other locations.

ALPS comprises 22 swimming clubs
including the Westmount Dolphins and
promotes water safety, operation stan-
dards, water treatment and the operation
of aquatic programs. Activities also include
water polo, synchronized swimming and
diving.

The home team, the Westmount Dol-
phins, competed against six others from
the West Island and beyond in what has
developed into a highly competitive event.

“This is the 30th anniversary of the Dol-
phins,” said event organizer and volunteer
coordinator Leta Polson. “We are sup-
ported by the city and by generous donors.
We depend upon parents and volunteers
to support these events, but it’s becoming
harder to get volunteers today.”

Polson went on to explain what she sees
as the benefits of swimming for children:
to interact, compete and improve their
skills.

The meet

The relay competitions quickly prog-
ressed from eight-year-olds and under to
the senior class, 15 and older. The weather
was perfect and the organizers quickly
coordinated all the races. Coaches and sup-
porters were cheering and shouting loudly
for their teams.

The final race of the day, boys 15 and
over, 4x50m, was a real squeaker with all
four anchors within one length of each
other. By 2:45 pm, the judges were adding
up and confirming the numbers for the
Alps Division A final.

Westmount Dolphins President Gillian
Murray said, “Westmount came in with a
strong third-place finish behind first-place
Valois Pool of Pointe Claire and second-
place Beaurepaire Pool of Beaconsfield.

“The Dolphins are especially proud as
they were the smallest team of the seven
teams competing in the A division, the
strongest division of the Association of
Lakeshore Pools (ALPS) league. This finish
guarantees they remain in the A division.

“Almost every swimmer from the Dol-
phins and all of their relays have qualified
to compete in the ALPS swimming finals
taking place at Baie D'urfé Pool on Satur-
day, August 19.”
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As summer winds down...

Westmount rec centre looks ahead, behind

By ALICE MYERS

courses this year. A staple in nearly every
Westmounter’s life, the sports facility
offers various activities suitable for people
of all ages. The Independent spoke with a
Westmount sports coordinator Gabrielle

The Westmount Sports and Recreation
department will continue to host, create
and improve its various classes and

Aview of the Westmount recreation centre on August 21 from its St. Cathenne/Academy Rd. parking

|Ot PHOTO: INDEPENDENT

You May Be Getting Older,

But Your Skin Doesn’t Have to Show It
Over the years, a number of environmental assaults
on the skin can cause wrinkling and loss of elasticity.
These factors can't be stopped entirely, but they can be

controlled through innovative cosmeceutical products. A
compounding pharmacist can customize a therapy of

cosmeceutical creams prepared for the exact needs of your
skin. The result? Protected, rejuvenated skin that looks as
young and healthy as it did five, ten, even fifteen years ago!

BERTRAND COHEN TENOUDJI
pharmacie | pharmacy
5025 Sherbrooke West (west of Claremont)
Tel: 514-484-2222 | Fax: 514-484-2205

Jay-Riendeau by phone on August 11.

Jay-Riendeau, a 10-year employee of the
rec centre (in both part- and full-time posi-
tions), listed a few fan-favourite activities
that will be recurring later this year, among
them hockey, dance and art classes.

While the rec centre does not currently
plan to introduce any new courses, it will
be changing the indoor boys’ soccer class
curriculum to match the girls’, which
includes instructional aspects.

There have already been tweaks to the
city’s offering. This past summer, it added
a new feature to its day camp — STEAM
Week (i.e., science, technology, engineer-
ing, arts and mathematics).

When asked what makes activities
offered in Westmount different than in
other neighbourhoods, Jay-Riendeau was

quick to emphasize the unique sense of

community in the rec centre and Victoria
Hall. A former Westmount camp attendee
herself, Jay-Riendeau says she counts her-
self lucky to get to watch the Westmount
youth “grow up” and “see the same kids
return, year after year,” to participate in
activities.

The recent blue-collar strike has also
impacted rec activities — Jay-Riendeau

old

Customized service
blood and medical testing

438-700-9107
gold-squad.com
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MORE THAN 6 YEARS OF GOOD-AS-GOLD CARE FOR
WESTMOUNT SENIORS

Professional, certified caregivers
Partner of O Positive Inc.,
A team of people who understand

CALL US TODAY. WE ARE ALWAYS HERE FOR YOU!

explains that manual tasks were placed
upon herself and her colleagues — moving
heavy equipment, cleaning, etc.

She points out that “maybe [the com-
munity] didn’t realize how essential the
blue-collar workers are to how activities are
run.

“Everyone there really works extremely
hard,” Jay-Riendeau said of the Westmount
city working environment. “We really do
care so much.”

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

514 862-7718 5'I4 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

Flexible plans and rates
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Nugget, young and sweet

9 Lives

LYSANNE FOWLER

e

. Lamp Repairs |
! 25 years' experience !
1 s e ]
; with Areuco Lighting |
i in Westmount I
i « In-home service I
!« Free pick-up and delivery |
: Call Robert at EclairSol
. 514-582-3906 |
|

Nugget is just a year old, a wonderful
juvenile with handsome tabbie markings,
an affectionate disposition and a young-
ster’s playful ways.

He is presently at the Montreal SPCA
cattery, waiting for a family to see him in
this column and drop by the shelter to
adopt him into loving arms.

He is very healthy, up to date with his
inoculations, neutered and microchipped.
To find out more about him, please search
the www.spca.com website for his informa-
tion page under his identification number,
53697217 and then don’t hesitate to plan
your visit, as the SPCA is open every day
from 10 am and they are located at 5215
Jean Talon St. West in Cote des Neiges.

The adoption counsellors are there to
discuss adopting Nugget with you and your
family. Please bring a carrier or, if you
would need a new one, you will find a
selection at the boutique on site.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

WOOD FINISHING
DOORSFURNITURE*WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
*Specializing in
stripping & staining
ENTRANCE DOORS
-also -
*Touch-Ups & Repairs
*Kitchen Cabinets
*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

CONSTRUCTION

ANGUS

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Brick Work - Stone work - Tuck Pointing
Window Sills - Chimneys

|IAN SUTHERLAND

RBQ : 5776 5083 01

www.constructionangus.com
angusconstruction83@gmail.com

Tel 514 262 3320

Fletcher, a great buddy to all

.

Could he be cuter if he tried?

Fletcher has the charisma of — hmm —
almost — a corgie. He is unique. He loves
to pose and offers lots of affection gladly.
Cute and friendly, a great companion to a
family and everyone he meets, person or

Painting = Decoration & Finishing

o~

STUART

DEARLOVE

www.stuartdearlove.com

Standard &t Restorative Painting
Plaster

Stripping, Wood finishing
Interior & Exterior

Licensed - Bonded - Insured - References

514 482-5267

RBQ 8328 8514 09

stuartpaints@sympatico.ca

OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

dog.

Fletcher is at the Montreal SPCA ken-
nel, hoping to join a family routine and
doggie buddies shortly.

Please do not hesitate to go to the
shelter and visit him. You will be finding
a great friend. Fletcher is a bit over three
years old, up to date with his inoculations,
neutered and microchipped. If you go to
the Montreal SPCA website at www.
spca.com, you can refer to his information
page under his identification number,
0052017092.

As the shelter is open every day from 10
am, you can plan your trip to visit Fletcher
and the adoption coordinators soon. They
are located in Cote des Neiges at 5215 Jean
Talon St. West. Fletcher is waiting, he
would be so happy in an active and affec-
tionate family like yours.

Your neighbour, Lysanne

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve the
right to choose and edit them. Please limit
to 300 words and submit before Friday
10 am to be considered for publication
the following week.

Eemail us at:
editor@westmountindependent.com

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Tai Chi Kung Fu & more

Tai Chi, Kung Fu, Meditation and Self-defense course at Greene
Centre on Mondays 17:30-18:30 or Private Lessons Info 438-321-

5775.

Offices to Rent

400 sq ft beautiful offices to sublet in Vic Village; reasonable
rent w/incentives; call 514-487-6886, 514-754-1527 leave v/m.

Townships Rental Available

Picturesque 4000 sq.ft. Log Cabin available in Eastern Town-
ships, Georgeville, Qc. 31 day minimum rental, 48008 everything
included. Contact: 641info@gmail.com.

Assistant Wanted

Seeking the services of a part-time appointment setter for ex-
ecutive of an advertising agency. May work from home, preferably
within the Cote St. Luc/NDG area. Previous sales or customer
service a must. Mr. Allen 514-880-5343.

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally?

Buy a classified in the
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
at
www.westendclassifieds.com

Buy locally to sell locally
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Temple’s Pride participation personal, religious

By JENNIFER BALL

The 2023 Montreal Pride parade drew
record numbers and amidst those in atten-
dance were two Temple Emanu-El-Beth
Sholom congregants who had very per-
sonal reasons to be there.

The temple is located at the corner of
Sherbrooke St. and Wood Ave., and it led
the Jewish contingent at Montreal’s Pride
Parade that included Hillel Montreal and
the Cummings Centre.

Mathieu Gelbhart is a Temple congre-
gant who dressed head to toe in pink,
replete with a Stetson hat, for the occasion.
Gelbhart immigrated to Quebec in 2017.

“I'm from France and when I arrived in
Montreal, I wanted to find a reform or lib-
eral synagogue,” Gelbhart said.

He decided to march in the parade
because “it’s important not only as a gay
man, but also as a Jewish man to be here.”

‘l want that to be me one day’

Aliza Perez is assistant to rabbis Grush-
cow and Kowalski at Temple. About 10
years ago, she went to her first Pride
parade and noted a participating Jewish
contingent.

“I said to myself: ‘T want that to be me
one day.’ Ten years later, exactly, I got to
walk in the parade and lead the group and
it was the single-most-amazing experience
that I have had in my life...

“..along time ago [ was a religious Jew
so it was hard to figure out how to balance
my sexual identity with my Jewish identity.
I find that being with Temple has really
opened up my entire life and it has been a
great experience just being 100 percent
myself”

Religion and Pride?

But on the heels of the parade boas,
glitter-bombs and banners, how do the
faithful disburden themselves of some
divisive passages in their holy books that

e R
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Mathieu Gelbhart, a Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom congregant, at Montreal’s Pride Parade on

August 13. The parade started at the corner of Metcalfe St. and René Lévesque Blvd., and finished
in the Gay village.

form the foundation for their faith?

“I believe it is all about interpretation,”
Perez said. “Reform Judaism is actually
very progressive. Anyone in the LGBT-
QIA2+ community is widely accepted. The
Reform community is very different than
the other stream of Judaism in that regard.

5 ™
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“I think it’s a question for Judaism and
all religions,” Gelbhart said. “It’s how you
read those scriptures. A lot of it is not
straightforward. We also find answers in
our common history...

“I'm French. My family are death camp
survivors on one side and on the other side

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
e British & European newspapers
e Specializing in fashion & interior
design e Imported chocolates

o BELL lifestyle natural products
e | ottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square

At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

JAYAY
e

Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2
Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

they were in the Resistance. So, I think tol-
erance is something that matters in the
Jewish community.”

Other Pride activities

The August 13 parade was not the
Temple’s first pride-related activity, nor is
it to be the last in 2023.

“We had Pride shabbat pot-luck dinner
on June 30, we are having a Montreal
family Pride day event in Temple on
August 27, and November 10-11 is trans-
gender weekend with Kate Brookes as a
guest,” Marcy Kastner, who is director of
programming and community engage-
ment at Temple, substantiated.

Brookes is an award-winning TV re-
porter-turned-producer and the mother of
a trans daughter. She’s a regular pundit for
the US trans community.

In recent years, it has been asked by
some if supporting a big street party really
helps to highlight community issues like
healthcare, education, employment, hous-
ing and social services inequality.

But as much as Pride parades were once
demonstrations — beginning with the June
28,1969 Stonewall Inn protest — the reason
to participate can now be more personal
than political.

NOTARY | EST. 1988
Mtre.
VALERIE

TEROUX

WILLS
MANDATES
ESTATE SETTLEMENTS

HOMOLOGATION
OF MANDATES
PROTECTIVE SUPERVISION
(FOR INCAPACITY)

5517 Monkland Ave., Montreal

514 481 8838
valerie.teroux@notarius.net
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Forget summe

Retail Review

VERONICA REDGRAVE

Westmount res Marcy Beraznik-Green-
spoon, program manager strategic partner-
ships and projects at the Cummings
Centre, invites adults to be kids again. She
has organized a sleep-away camp weekend
in the Laurentians in collaboration with
the Cummings Centre and Camp B’nai
Brith of Montreal. Proceeds go to both
organizations.

The “Wellness Weekend” takes place
September 8 to 10 at Camp B’nai Brith of
Montreal on the shores of Lac Ludger.

The trip includes workshops on well-
ness and fitness (all levels) as well as camp
activities: canoeing, paddleboard, rock
climbing, arts & crafts and, yes, pickleball.
(Classic camp smores are sure to be a hit.)

Accommodations offered are rooms for
two with a full bathroom, or you can
choose to stay in camp cabins (for six) with
bathrooms and showers a few steps away.
Meals and drinks are included.

Tax receipt from Camp B’nai Brith of
Montreal for up to half the amount. In-
formation: Wellnessweekend.ca.

r camp! It’s fall camp (for adults)

Now is a Great Time
to Tune Up your

Residential Gas
Heating System

PLEASE CALL US FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT

514-990-1346

Tune up includes the following:

* Clean and adjust automatic controls, thermostat
and safety limit controls

* Brush out burners and heat exchangers
* Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency

QUEBEC CERTIFIED
DHI 1S AN AUTHORIZED MEMBER OF
CMMTQ & ACPQ ORGANIZATIONS

visa & ke §

ACCEFPTED =

MANUFACTURER
CERTIFICATION

REOQAB1O3 4118 38

s www.dhidirect.net
+ dhiservicecalls@gmail.com

&=D )

i
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* Lubricate motors and pumps as needed

* Check for gas and combustion leaks

* Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment
* Check flue for satisfactory operation

All DHI technicians are experienced,
licenced with training and certification
by many manufaccurers including:
Lochinvar, A.Q. Smith, Raypal, Camus,

Q 445 rue Deslauriers, St-Laurent, QC H4N I'W2 Rheem GSWY and many others,
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Social Notes

Ometz welcomes new president, board members

VERONICA REDGRAVE

Agence Ometz recently held its first
annual general meeting since the pan-
demic. The event began in the Cummings
Centre Peace Garden with a cocktail dina-
toire sponsored by iA Private Wealth, then
attendees moved inside the centre for the
main program, which featured remarks
from CEO Dominique McCaughey and the
board, as well as first-person client testi-
monials.

The event opened with a powerful
speech from Ometz caseworker Tihon
Petanov, a Ukrainian immigrant who now
helps Jewish Ukrainian refugees — over-
whelmingly women and school-aged
children — re-build their lives in Montreal.

Outgoing president Joel Shalit gave a
snapshot of the past year’s accomplish-
ments, highlighting that Ometz reached
almost 12,000 people through its wide-
ranging immigration, employment and
social services.

Incoming president Jeff Berkowitz
noted how fortunate he felt to be “part of
this organization: helping
the vulnerable and provid- continued on p. 22

Ir
k!

Nancy Cleman, Dany Pollack, Janis Levine, Mia Goodman and Dominique McCaughey.

. COLOMBIAN EMERALDS

' Vivid emerald rings handmade in our Crescent
street studio by our master goldsmiths in 18k
gold or platinum.

PASSTONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

3.59 and 3.84 carats with diamond accents Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Arnold & Son - Schwarz Etienne
2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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Janice Heft, Brigitte Fortin and Lianne Haimovitz.

&

David Martz, Igor Bernadski, Joel Shalit, Dominique McCaughey, Jeff Berkowitz, Karen Sigman, Bonnie Lester and Genevieve Busbib.

’ Social notes, cont’d from p. 21 Heft, Brigitte Fortin, Lianne Haimovitz,
Ch mnese Wor k S 0 Ar t ing support for peoi)le to help themselves.” Jonathan Sigler, Dany Pollack, Janis
w The 160-year-old organization is in a period ~ Levine, Mia Goodman and Ometz CEO

of active renewal, and the AGM marked a  Gail Small.

significant changeover in Ometz’s board The evening closed with moving testi-

of directors. monials from three clients who described
In addition to welcoming a new presi- the profound impact Ometz has had on

dent, two new board members were intro-  their lives. Agence Ometz is a Jewish

duced and four departing board members human services agency offering social,

Paintings

@ = were honoured for their service. Noted dur-  employment and immigration services to |
Snuff Bottles ing the evening were Nancy Cleman, help people fulfill their potential and to [Fii8 #EEAEE
H B 7 David Martz, Igor Bernadski, Joel Shalit, secure the growth and vibrancy of the | == o m etz
o ¢ i Jeff Berkowitz, Karen Sigman, Bonnie Montreal community. iR
*‘m L] V.I.ANTIQUES & FINE ART "lq . . . . . . "
L = Victor Inganaitis ", Lester, Genevieve Busbib, Eric Fleury, Efrat Please send information on your upcoming |
i Appraiser-Consultant i, Sterling-Harel, Frederic Dayan, Nick events to: veronica@redgravepr.com.

Porcelain 514-944-4919 Porcelain Shinder, Lesli Green, Mitch Shiller. ]anice Jonathan Sigler.
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KENT
GROUP

PRIVATE INVESTMENT
MANAGEMENT
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ExceHencein
portfolio management

Portfolio management expertise and excellence, depth, To meet with us, please call:
professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our
business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

Jean-Francois Dion,
Senior Portfolio Manager,
or Sholom Tabak,

Senior Wealth Advisor,

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it
at 514-878-4216

is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our
personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio ) )
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 1Place Ville Marie, Montreal
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across kentwealth.com

Canada, with over $6 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and
comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

Wealth Management
Dominion Securities

RBC Dominion Securities Inc. RBC ®

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is @ member
company of RBC Wealth N\Gncgement a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities
Inc. 2023. All rights reserved. 22_90301_BY5_o01 (06/2021)
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] Buyer Tp
Don’t wait for mortgage rates

to drop before buying, or you'll be

J | |_ |_ P R E V O S T in a bidding war with everyone else!

OPEN HOUSES SUNDAY, AUGUST 27th, 2-4PM

3755 GREY | WESTMOUNT ADJACENT

Now pnced weII under the mun|C|paI evaluation, this home is THE BEST OPPORTUNITY in NDG/WSMT ADJ. W|th its double garage 4 Iarge bedrooms,
private backyard, renovated kitchen + ensuite, this home could be your forever home! $1,795,000 | MLS 21747428

638 640 MELROSE | VERDUN

LOCATION! ThIS duplex with over5|zed garage is perfect for an investor or owner- occupant with the ground roor belng avallable With renovated kltchens + baths,
lovely garden + steps to all the hustle of Verdun Ave. + walking distance to the metro, this is a must-see! $749,000 | MLS 21598033

RESULTS!
WESTMOUNT HAMPSTEAD LITTLE BURGUNDY MCGILL GHETTO

MACDONALD QUESNEL AYLMER

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

}/_isit all my properties 51 4 . 5 91 . O 8 04

jillprevost.com

: Real Estate Agen
REAL ESTATE BROKER v @ in A

> Sutton Centre-Oues



