
‘Legacy important’ to council: Cllr. Roux 

New update on Murray Park 
trees expected to follow 
By Laureen Sweeney 

On the heels of a public consultation 
meeting August 31 on tree work at King 
George (Murray) Park, District 2 city coun-
cillor Elisabeth Roux said September 5 it 
was “clear” that residents in attendance 
“care deeply about the park today but also 
how it will carry forward for generations 

to come.” 
“This sense of legacy,” she added, was 

also important for the rest of council 
including Mayor Christina Smith and 
councillors Antonio D’Amico and Kathleen 
Kez, who also attended the meeting. Mary 
Gallery, commissioner of parks, was away. 

“I think everyone (at 
the meeting) left reassured 
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Pool closes for year, at capacity 

The city’s pool at the Westmount recreation centre closed for the season September 4, the date of 
this photo. “Because of the hot weather, there was a line-up due to the number of residents already 
inside. One had to wait until someone left,” said resident Sam Beitel. Unfortunately, several even 
hotter days soon followed, but the pool was closed. Photos courtesy of S. Beitel.

continued on p. 8

‘To bring joy to the area’ 

Temporary fix undertaken to 
restore Murray Park’s waterfall 
By Laureen Sweeney 

After some seven dry years, the trade-
mark waterfall and pond in King George 
(Murray) Park is flowing again thanks to 
the city’s own Public Works department. 

This repair follows feasibility studies 
and rejected tender bids to fix the feature’s 
issues obtained in previous years that were 
rejected as being too costly. 

“We had our parks superintendent 
clean and inspect the pond early this 
spring to evaluate the condition,” said Pub-
lic Works director Robert Talarico. “We 

wanted to evaluate if there were any tem-
porary repairs to keep the water from leak-
ing out.” 

It took “multiple attempts” before 
resolving the problem to retain the water, 
he told the Independent. 

Finally, however, a temporary solution 
was found to seal and fix cracks inside the 
pond to retain the water. 

“I just want to clarify that the pond still 
needs a complete overhaul, and this was 
something temporary to bring joy to that 
area of the park. We all 
enjoyed the waterfall continued on p. 24

School Guide 2023 See p. SG-1 
(after p. 14)
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Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088 
SLLOYDLEDUC@SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA

sothebysrealty.ca Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

Record Breaking. World Renowned.
514.379.1333

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK | Real estate agency

KAUFMANGROUP.CA
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‘Crack’ heard in the night 

Traffic blocked as trunk removed on Westmount Ave. 

By Laureen Sweeney 

One of the two trunks of a large elm tree 
on Westmount Ave. at Aberdeen was taken 
down by the city September 6, Public Secur-
ity officials said. It had been evaluated by 
the city’s tree inspector as being a safety 
risk and required the street to be blocked. 

It was reported to have generated a loud 

crack heard overnight by a resident when 
a branch had apparently “pulled away.” 

The tree was described as being about 
100 years old and required the city to call a 
contractor to remove one of its trunks as a 
prevention measure. The street was re-
opened to traffic once the work was com-
plete early in the afternoon when much of 
the debris had been removed.
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JESSICA CHOUEKE 
Real Estate Broker 

514.947.4892 
jchoueke@sutton.com 

jessicachoueke.com

JUNE BAILY 
Real Estate Broker 

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com 

junebaily.com

NEW DEVELOPMENT | VILLA BOURGET

St. Henri, 127 Rue Bourget | MLS #26866239 – $1,650,000+gst/qst
Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest

sylvielafreniere.com/youtube 

Sylv�e 
Lafren�ère 
514 895-7001 
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

RE/MAX ACTION Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave, Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4 
514 933-6781

Call me today! 
Your Search Ends Here!

WESTMOUNT 
Beautiful ground-floor condo in the heart of Village 
Victoria. Tastefully designer renovated, featuring high 
ceilings, woodwork, natural light, and original hardwood 
floors. Private 700 sq ft landscaped garden with the 
possibility of adding parking in backyard. $780,000

ROSEMONT – PETITE PATRIE 
8plex on Rosemont Blvd, fully rented. Detached, large 
units, balconies, parking. A sound investment with great 
revenues. $2,200,000

1st ads!

A splash of Colour 
A hint of Humour … 

With Amazing Results

Window falls from new highrise condo 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Traffic had to be blocked on Atwater 
after a window fell from the new 38-storey 
building at 1111 Atwater September 3, 
according to Public Security officials. Built 
at the site of the former Montreal Child -
ren’s Hospital just south of Tupper, a very 
small portion of the highrise is located in 
Westmount. (See p. 4 for a related story.) 

Public Security received the call for 
assistance at 6 pm from Montreal police to 
help block the street at Dorchester and 
Atwater where the intersection is located 
in Westmount. Montreal public works per-
sonnel were on the scene. 

It was the exterior pane of the window 
that had fallen and described to have landed 

in the Westmount portion of At water, later 
reportedly to have come from the 30th 
floor. No further details were available. 

Building of the tower had required a 
permit from Westmount (see story, photo 
and map, May 14, 2019, p. 18). 

Photo courtesy of Public Security.

Photos courtesy of Public Security. 



Window falls from 1111 Atwater 
for the second time 
By Jennifer Ball 

A second window fell from the building 
at 1111 Atwater on September 3. A resident 
of the Eleva complex, one of the entities 
sharing the building at the corner of 
Atwater Ave. and Tupper St., alerted the 
Independent that a window had fallen onto 
the street below. 

The first window fell May 27, according 
to Claudine Morissette, senior director, mar-
keting and customer experience at EMD 
Batimo, which manage the properties. 

Jean-Pierre Brabant, a media relations 
officer for the Montreal police department, 
shared that the police received a 911 call on 
September 3 at 4 pm. The caller informed 
them that a window had fallen from a pent-
house and fragmented on Atwater Ave. 
Police and Westmount Public Security 
block ed off Atwater at René Léves que/Dor -
chester from pedestrians and vehicles. 

“Luckily, there was no one around it and 
no one was injured, but we had to close the 
street so that the owners and the fire 
department could check out all the win-
dows on the penthouses… 

“We have double-checked with the 
owners and the fire department to ensure 
that the windows are safe and that [it] won’t 
happen again,” Brabant said. 

Morissette provided a statement that 
has been translated into English by DeepL. 

“… you can rest assured that the prem-
ises were quickly secured during the inci-
dent that occurred on [September 3]. We 
are currently analyzing the situation with 
all the experts involved: glass and alumi-
num structure suppliers, architect, exter-
nal engineer specialized in building en -
velopes and our internal teams in order to 
proceed with the investigation… 

“To rectify the facts, we would like to 
point out that under no circumstances do 
complete windows come loose and land on 

the ground. In accordance with national 
building code standards, a safety device is 
in place to ensure that the tempered glass 
on the outside of the thermos explodes into 
small pieces, thus minimizing the risk of 
an incident. The interior glazing remains 
intact, providing protection for the occu-
pants… 

“We are taking the situation very seri-
ously and are actively working with experts 
to ensure a safe environment for our resi-
dents and neighbours.” 

The May 27 incident report had also 
been submitted to a committee of experts 
to review, Morrissette said. 

“… recent findings had not identified 
any irregularity in the manufacture or 
installation of the fenestration. This sec-
ond incident has actively re-launched the 
investigation to ensure safety on site, 
which remains our priority. At this stage, 
that’s all the information we have until all 
the experts have been consulted… 

“The construction work performed by 
the various professionals on this project is 
subject to RBQ regulations, and the fenes-
tration complies with National Building 
Code standards.”
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Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS
Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com
REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue



September 12, 2023 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 5

lovewhereyoulive luxuryrealestate

 

ll

      

CHRISTINAMILLER.

 

.CA | 514.934.2480

     

DE MAISONNEUVBOUL

 

TMOUNTWES|VE O

 

TMOUNTWESREDFERN |VA

 

POM BAKERY

 

TMOUNTWES|Y

 

TMOUNTWES|POM BAKERY

 

DE MAISONNEUVBOUL.

TINGNEW LIS

BOUL. DE MAISONNEUV

 

TMOUNTWES| TMOUNTWES|

TMOUNTWES|THANWO

TMOUNT| WESTMOUNTWESVTMOUNTWES

TMOUNTWESREDFERN |V

TMOUNTWESON |ARLETCV

VILLE-MARIE|TOURTH-CAVILLE-MARIE|EEL RUE REDP

A

A

AIN | A

CH

POM BAKERYVE O

 2-4 PMTH 17.T.OPEN HOUSE SEPT
TING

1303 Av Greene #500 Westmount QC H3Z 2A7 | Profusion immobilier inc - Real Estate Agency

EEL | VILLE-MARIE
$1,495,000

RUE REDPATH-COURT | VILLE-MARIE
$1,648,000

AV. CARLETON | WESTMOUNT
$5,475,000

AV. REDFERN | WESTMOUNT
$749,000

AIN | WESTMOUNT
$3,300,000

AV. WESTMOUNT | WESTMOUNT
$3,650,000

CH. ANWOTH | WESTMOUNT
$2,450,000

POM BAKERYY | WESTMOUNT
$1,195,000

VE O. | WESTMOUNT
$599,000

NEW LIS

 

TMOUNTWES|POM BAKERYPOM BAKERY | WESTMOUNT
$1,275,000

 

RUE P RUE P

 

TMOUNTWESELM |VAAV. ELM | WESTMOUNT
$2,898,000

 AMOUNTVAAV. MOUNTA  TMOUNTWESAKLAND |OVAAV. OAKLAND | WESTMOUNT
$5,998,000

  

1303 Av. Green

 

e #500, Westmount, QC H3Z 2A7

 

 | Profusion immobilier inc.  Real E

 

Estate Agency

 



Local help for locals: 
mayor, notary, framer 

A mayor, a notary and a picture framer 
walk into a bar… Umm, err, no – wrong 
beginning. 

I would like to thank our mayor, local 

notary and one of our local framers for 
their recent help. 

Mayor Christina Smith helped me ac -
cess some information within city hall that 
is important to this newspaper. 

Notary Arthur Younanian (Sherbrooke 
and Arlington) helped me obtain – with 
little notice, and quickly and efficiently – a 
notarized version of my ID, a great service 
to have available within walking distance 
of just about anywhere in Westmount. 
These needs can pop up unexpectedly. 

Framer Matt Wetmore of Le Frame 
Shoppe (Victoria and de Maisonneuve) 
gave me some free tips about how to hang 
metal beer trays on a wall – the most 
important task in the universe. (I am sure 
that framers John and Glenn Campbell of 
Campbell Gallery (Sherbrooke and Prince 
Albert) would have been similarly helpful, 
but my laziness led me to my near-neigh-
bour Matt.) 

As I wrote last week in support of our 
“Shop Locally” supplement, “It is hard to 
say what services and products aren’t avail-
able in [Westmount’s] shopping districts” 
– including unexpected ones. 

Thanks again to all. 
David Price is the editor 

of the Independent.

Southeast could use 
a ‘charette’ 
consultation process 

I was very interested to see that city 
council has decided to look at creating a 
plan for our vulnerable southeast sector of 
Westmount. This has been an area of 
much discussion and little consensus. 

I hope council will look at using a 
method that will involve all stakeholders, 
from the beginning, in an attempt to find 
a way to create something that truly reflects 
our community and has broad appeal. 

There is a well-known and exciting pro-
cess called a “charrette,” which is a multi-
day community-engagement event. Stake-
holders and decision-makers have an 
opportunity to come together and bounce 
ideas off each other while imagining what 
would be the best and most exciting sol-
ution to the design questions they are 
addressing. They work alongside experts 
to co-develop design solutions to built 
environment problems. 

Near the end of my term as mayor when 
attending a conference about livable cities, 
I had a chance to be exposed to this pro-
cess, which had been used by many cities, 
large and small. I wished I had known 
about it earlier to have been able to use it 
here. It is ideal for the kind of committed 
and intelligent population that we have in 
Westmount and for the planning of a part 
of our community like the one being dis-
cussed. 

The National Charette Institute, which 
operates out of Michigan State University 
and trains people all across the US, can 
provide leaders to engage the community 
in such an activity. 

The product of a charette generally 
comes up with better solutions using a 
broad variety of experience, the needs and 
desires of community members, along 
with the designs and planning of profes-
sionals and elected representatives. It is a 
creative way to approach the planning pro-
cess and is also a way to build a sense of 
community rather than being divisive. 

Westmount has often been in the fore-
front of planning and design initiatives. It 
would be wonderful if we could use this 
occasion and this method and do so again. 

Karin Marks, former mayor 
of Westmount (2001-2009) & 

commissioner of urban planning 
(1991-2001) 

Combat the invasive worms! 
I am writing to notify and alert all West-

mount residents and readers of this pub-
lication that I have found two types of 
invasive worm species in my tiny backyard 
on Melbourne Ave. 

This summer, I became one of the first 
people in Quebec to have found a type of 
hammerhead worm (bipalium adventit-
ium). To date, I have collected at least 70 
specimens. This worm is coated in a pow -
er ful neurotoxin – similar to what puffer-
fish use in defence. Therefore, do not 
touch or step on them. They are pale 
orange or beige in colour, have a thin 
brown line down their backs and their 
head is wide – hence the name “hammer-
head.” If the body is severed, both pieces 
will continue to live. 

Some are six centimeters in length and 
the young ones are as small as one cen-
timeter. They emerge when the soil is 
damp after a rainfall (or perhaps after a 
sprinkler has been on), and glide along the 
surface while the sky is still darkened by 
clouds. They appear to be most active in 
the evenings and are easier to spot with the 
use of a flashlight. 

Using a bamboo barbecue skewer, I lift 
them up (in the middle of their bodies) and 
carefully place them in a plastic tub with a 
secure lid. They can be destroyed in a 
number of ways – with alcohol, with vin-
egar or left in bright sunlight contained 
within a ziplock bag. 

The other invasive worm I have seen 
and caught (two specimens so far – both 
about 10 centimeters in length) is known 
as an Asian jumping worm (amynthas 
agrestis). They don’t really jump, but when 
disturbed, they squirm and squiggle quite 
violently. 

Their appearance is similar to a typical 
earthworm, however their skin has a slight 
metallic sheen to it, and the ring (known 
as a clitellum) near their head is whitish. 
Moving across the ground in a snake-like 
manner, they are easy to spot. 

While not coated in a dangerous neuro-
toxin, these fast-spreading jumping worms 
are incredibly destructive to the roots of 
plants and the ecosystem in general. 
Alarmingly, they reproduce asexually, by 
leaving “cocoons” in the soil that are tiny, 
brown, round and almost impossible to 
detect. While the adult will only live for one 
season, the cocoons will survive the winter 
and the young will emerge next summer. 

The entomologist at the University of 
Montreal with whom I have been in close 
contact urged me to register my findings 
and photos on the app iNaturalist so scien-
tists can track their spread – which I have 
done. 

I highly recommend doing some read-
ing and research of your own (with a few 
quick taps on your keyboard) about these 
two invasive species – as what I have 
written here is only a bit of basic informa-
tion. 
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Letters to the editorEditorial

A Black Label beer tray purchased this year for 
$US14. In the early 1980s, Carling O’Keefe execu-
tives noticed that Black Label did much better 
than expected given the company’s lack of adver-
tising spending on it. It turns out the beer had 
gained a cult following as “not your father’s 
beer.” The coolness of the colour black must 
have helped too. About a decade later, there was 
a marketing push behind the beer. In Quebec 
the slogan was “En noir et black.”
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WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 corner Grosvenor

• All services maintain 
your warranty 

• Pick-up/drop-off available

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

All makes, 
all models. 

All mechanical 
& body work, 

incl. tire changes. 
Local.

      YCNEGATETASELEAR-.INCTYLARESIONUPROF

yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

OLD MONTREAL | 430 McGILL #402 
Spacious loft style condo with exposed 
brick walls on sought after McGill Street in 
Old Montreal, just steps to Montreal’s best 
restaurants, boutiques, transportation, “Old 
Port.” This unit is located in the “Sir James 
McGill” building, a heritage “boutique” 
building. MLS: 12459175 $755,000

Despite the fact that the weeks of warm -
er weather are almost at an end, I hope 
many of you will take this situation very 
seriously and over the coming days and 
weeks, and make the effort to examine 
your garden multiple times (as you may 
not find any on your first few searches). 
Before heading out, prepare yourself with 
gloves, a container with a secure lid, a 
skewer or a long stick and a flashlight. If 
you find either of these species, please take 
a photograph and upload your information 
to iNaturalist. 

Together we can make a difference. 
Lisa L. Osterland, Melbourne Ave. 

Clinics dispute not over, 
example of city’s pro-
commercial bias 

This will refer to the article “Council 
turns back the clock to allow more clinics” 
on p. 5 of the August 29 Independent. First, 
the authors of this letter wish to commend 
Laureen Sweeney and the Independent for 
their usual calm, factual reporting; in the 
present case, this is particularly noteworthy 
considering that very unfortunate public 
statement from city hall [in an August 24 
email to me, with others copied]: “We 
acknowledge that some misrepresented 

information in the Westmount Independent 
may have led to misleading readers” (see 
also the editorial on p. 9 of the August 15 
Independent). 

We feel it appropriate to add a couple of 
comments to Ms Sweeney’s article, hope-
fully to provide an even more complete pic-
ture to interested readers. 

The public notice regarding By-law 1601 
listed nine zones in the “concerned sector,” 
but only three actually participated in the 
register, namely R3-27-01, R3-29-01, and 
R3-16-01. It must however be strongly em -
phasized that only the residents of R3-27-
01 are affected by parking problems to a 
major extent, because only their zone re -
quires majority street parking. In stark 
contrast, most residences in the other two 
zones possess private parking facilities, so 
it was a priori foreseeable that those West-
mounters would see little or no interest in 
the registry! In other words, the “dice were 
loaded” or “the playing field was not even” 
when this registry took place on July 19 and 
20. So, Mr. Peart’s apparently gleeful con-
clusion that the 36-vote turnout was “far 
from close” could have been (and probably 
was) entirely foreseeable. This raises an 
interesting question, namely this: Were all 
signatories of the [phase one] petition bona 

fide opponents of the proposal, or were 
their names gathered to render the [phase 
two] registry phase more difficult? 

Finally, the very legality of the entire 
(badly flawed, see August 15 editorial) reg-
istry process is before the Commission 
Municipale du Québec and the minister in 
charge [of municipal affairs in the prov-
ince], in other words a “work in progress.” 
It may take some time before this impor-
tant issue is finally resolved, so “the chicks 
are not yet hatched” in favour of West-
mount city hall in regard to this sorry story. 

To conclude, we find it most regrettable 
that elected officials in Westmount appear 
to repeatedly demonstrate bias towards 
commercial interests over those of citizens 
who elected them, even when the former 
are not fully justified or, at least, should be 
subject of further in-depth study and con-
firmation. The present “clinics” case is an 
outstanding example. 
Michael R. Wertheimer, Somerville Ave. 

Denis Biro, Burton Ave. 

Letters to the editor

Correction 
The Westmount Historical Association’s 

series to prelude the library’s 125th anni-
versary in 2024 will take place in the West-
mount Room of the library starting Sept. 21.

Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location
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that only tree species befitting the stature 
of KGP would be planted going forward,” 
Roux told the Independent (see separate 
story, p. 9). 

She said that existing black locust trees 
would be “preserved” despite ones that had 
been culled last fall to the dismay of nearby 
residents and that “future actions would be 
done at a slower and thoughtful pace” by the 
city’s current contractor, landscape architect 
Sophie Robitaille of RobitailleCurtis. 

This referred to an outcry from some 
residents over the felling of the 30 historic 
black locusts on the east side of the park 
as well as the planting of small evergreens 
rather than large stately shade trees. 

An estimated 30 people at the session 
heard a presentation from Robitaille on 
what had been cut down, what would be 
done this fall and a landscaping vision for 
the park’s trees that she had developed 
since recently assuming a mandate on the 
arboreal future of the park. 

Another public meeting would be held 
when Robitaille had completed her plan 
following this first public consultation, 
Roux said. Attendees had been asked to 
add their suggestions on to a large photo 
of the park. Robitaille’s presentation was 
posted September 8 by the city on its 
Engage website.

Murray Park meeting, cont’d from p. 1

Murray (King George) Park viewed from above Westmount Ave. on September 8. Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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LE 30 DÉCEMBRE 2023
Avez-vous un appareil de chauffage, de c
foyer à combustible solide (ex. foyers à b
devez le déclarer à la Ville de Westmoun
décembre 2023.

À partir du 1 r septembre 2024, il sera int
ou d’utiliser un appareil de chauffage, de
foyer à combustible solide (ex. poêle ou f
dans tous les bâtiments résidentiels de W
sauf si l’appareil a un taux d’émission ég
à 2,5 grammes de particules fines par he
l’atmosphère.

Pour en savoir plus sur la nouvelle réglem
déclaration : westmount.org/combustib

westmount.org

SOLID-FUEL APPLIANCES 
MANDATORY DECLARATION 
BEFORE DECEMBER 30, 2023
Do you have a solid-fuel heating, cooking
appliance (e.g. wood-burning fireplaces)?
declare it to the City of Westmount before
30, 2023.

As of September 1, 2024, it will be prohib
or use a heating, cooking appliance or so
fireplace (e.g. wood stove or fireplace) in
buildings in Westmount, unless the applia
emission rate equal to or less than 2.5 gr
particles per hour into the atmosphere.

Learn more about the new regulation and
declaration: westmount.org/solidfuel.

Too much focus on acacia trees? 

Divided reactions expressed on 
future of Murray Park canopy 

By Laureen Sweeney 

Of those attending the public consulta-
tion meeting on King George (Murray) Park, 
August 31, some expressed concerns about 
its timing on the approach of the Labour 
Day weekend as well as many people not 
having received a city notice of the meeting 
destined for neighbouring residents. 

There were also a few complaints about 
the sound system at Victoria Hall, which 
reportedly made it hard for some to hear. 

Overall, however, concerns of an esti-
mated 30 residents in attendance seemed 
divided on those wanting replacement of 
the black locust trees taken down last year, 
the planting of stately shade trees, and still 
others looking for compromises (see story 
on p. 1). 

As Denis Biro of Burton Ave. put it: 
“Con cerns by various individuals with the 
whole concept, the planting to date and the 
remaining stages has led the city to re-
think how the culled trees could be re -
placed with other species to reflect the 
former grandeur of the arboreal canopy.” 

John Fretz, who lives on Lansdowne, 
said he found so much of the discussion 
was devoted to residents living immedi-
ately east of the park about preserving the 
grove of black locusts and that this “regret-
tably,” resulted in “a lack of discussion on 
a comprehensive restoration of the park’s 
arboreal grandeur” using other large state -
ly trees. 

“Why do we have to go to the Morgan 
Arboretum (in St. Anne de Bellevue) to see 
these beautiful trees?” he asked. He found 
the discussion was “just black locusts ad 
infinitum.” 

Westmounter Robert Zimmermann, a 
retired McGill professor of forest hydrology 
who also attended, said he was “aware of 

the emotional and historical interest in the 
rare grove of unusually large black locusts.” 
He urged the audience, however, to be 
aware of the virtues and vices of such 
“pioneer” species, as they are known: 
“early invaders of disturbed sites with a life-
span of some 90 years.” 

“Personally,” he explained, “I would 
never advocate the use of ‘pioneer’ species 
in a park because of their relatively short 
lifespan, their tendency to breakage and to 
exhibit straggliness in old age, and poten-
tial invasiveness. 

“On balance, however,” he said, “I con-
sider the present city policy on the Murray 
Hill black locusts to be a realistic compro-
mise between the emotional investment in 
these trees – their history, fragrant blooms 
and the rarity of a grove of old specimens 
– and some which might be seen as ugly 
when secondary trunks grow from root 
shoots. 

“In short,” he said, “keep the present 
vigorous old specimens going as long as 
possible and replace gradually with new 
saplings. There is a splendid grove of 
mature black locusts above the playground, 
and this beauty should be maintained.” 

Advocating for the black locusts 

Another viewpoint from one nearby 
resident was how the black locusts had 
been a part of the original Murray property, 
whether or not they were an invasive and 
dangerous species. In the setting of Murray 
Park, they were neither, claimed one. 

Many of the culled trees had already 
sprouted shoots during the seven-week 
strike of the city’s blue-collar workers this 
summer, but were subsequently mowed 
down on the workers’ return when the new 
shoots “would have made beautiful new 
trees.”

Black locust trees alongside the home of William Lighthall (Westmount’s mayor from 1901 to 1903) 
at the eastern edge of the Murray property, after which the park was originally named. 

Photo courtesy of the Westmount Historical Association.
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Mayor announces ‘catch up’ measures 

Major shift coming in repair 
of streets and sidewalks 
By Laureen Sweeney 

As the city undertakes preparation of 
the capital works and operating budgets 
for 2024, Mayor Christina Smith an nounc -
ed September 5 that a major shift will be 
undertaken in the approach to infrastruc-
ture work. This follows feedback on im -
prove ments needed in maintenance work 
on streets and sidewalks, she said. 

Speaking in opening remarks at the 
council meeting without details, she said 
that residents could expect to see a shift in 
its processes moving “from a complete re-
build” of streets to paving and sidewalk 
repairs “as we catch up on a massive 
amount of infrastructure work on the to-
do list.” 

One example might be the current work 

now under way on Claremont that has 
been requested at council meetings for 
some time in the block through Victoria 
village between de Maisonneuve and Sher-
brooke to include removal of the asphalt 
surface, repair to portions of the concrete 
road base and to portions of the sidewalks, 
and the re-paving of the street. 

Previous examples of “simple” paving 
as opposed to complete re-dos include the 
scarification process used previously for 
some blocks of busy Sherbrooke. 

City director general Julie Mandeville 
who, as previous director of finance has 
long been a part of the budget planning 
process, told the Independent that the cur-
rent work on Claremont falls into this cat-
egory (see story on p. 11).

In Westmount, it’s not just dogs that get groomed 

Work was under way September 7 on work to groom Westmount dog runs (see September 5, p. 8), in this case the one in Westmount Park. Photos courtesy of Sam Beitel.

Sidewalk work at Olivier and Sherbrooke on September 11. Photo: Independent.



September 12, 2023 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 11

People have been complaining about 
the state of Claremont Ave. between de 
Maisonneuve and Sherbrooke since the 
construction period of the MUHC’s Glen 

super-hospital, which opened in April 2015 
(see April 28, 2015, p. 1). One nearby resi-
dent calls it “Kabul.” 

Well, work began on the roadway Sep-

tember 7. 
The day before, one woman was heard 

to say to another: “Are you enjoying your 
last walk on the sidewalk? They are going 

to be digging it up.” 
In fact, the city’s website describes the 

sidewalk aspect as “repair work … to por-
tions of the sidewalks.” Photos: Independent. 

Claremont roadwork begins

September 6 September 7

September 7 September 11
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First director of member care and outreach 

Congregation Shaar Hashomayim welcomes Rabba Briah Cahana 
By Jennifer Ball 

The Congregation Shaar Hashomayim, 
located on the corner of Côte St. Antoine 
and Kensington Ave., has welcomed Rabba 
Briah Cahana as its 
first director of 
member care and out-
reach. 

Julie Wiener, direc-
tor of communications 
at the Shaar, explained 
that on August 28, 
Rabba Cahana started 
her tenure: “Rabba [Ca-
hana], daughter of 
Montreal’s well-known 
Rabbi Cahana, was re-
cently ordained at Yeshivat Maharat [in 
the Bronx].” 

Some of Rabba Cahana’s responsibilities 
include creating systems of “after-care” 
related to life-cycle events. As such, her 
duties include “spearheading the bikkur 
cholim initiative (visiting the sick), de sign -
ing programs gear ed toward CEGEP-aged 
students and young professionals, initiating 
welcoming strategies for shabbat morning, 
teaching at our Netivot afternoon school, 

tutoring of bat mitzvah students and gen-
erally fulfilling other responsibilities within 
the parameters of member care and out-
reach,” Wiener wrote. 

The Independent met with Rabba Cahana 
and senior Shaar rabbi 
Adam Scheier just four 
days into her new 
remit, which was cre-
ated for the congrega-
tion of 1,300 families 
given the experience 
of COVID. 

COVID uncovered 
existing loneliness 

“We were forced 
into this position – in 

the first days of the pandemic – of really 
having to look out for each other and 
being concerned with the very well-being 
of our congregation,” Rabbi Scheier said. 

“That turned into these more over-
arching programs of reaching out and con-
necting: dealing with isolation and loneli-
ness. We discovered that not only for a pan-
demic but in a community, these are real 
needs.” 

“After-care” is related to major mile-
stones in a person’s life. 

“Within the Jewish tradition, we have 
[times] when we come together as a com-
munity to celebrate birth, to celebrate the 
coming of age: bar and bat mitzvas, mar-
riage and funerals. Those are times when 
naturally people are coming into the com-
munity for these celebrations and we have 
lots of rituals around those spiritual 
moments,” Rabba Cahana imparted. 

“What I am here for is ‘What happens 
in between?’ 

“What happens after a marriage [cer-
emony]? What happens after a community 
has already paid their respects when some-
body has passed away? We have the seven-
day [shiva or mourning] period, but what 

happens after that?” 

Motivation is personal 

Rabba Cahana conceived of a rabbinical 
career after a devastating event in her life. 
In 2011, her father, Rabbi Ronnie Cahana, 
was the spiritual leader of Congregation 
Beth-El Synagogue in the Town of Mount 
Royal when he suffered a massive brain-
stem stroke. 

For over a month, Rabbi Cahana was 

trapped in a locked-in state – fully aware, 
but unable to use any part of his body 
except for blinking his eyes. 

The ordeal galvanized his daughter. 
“It is a major ex perience in my own 

life. Both in understanding everyone’s vul-
nerability and also the power of community. 
Our family experienced a flood of care 
and people coming in: finding out what 
are our needs. It was really the height of 
what Jewish values look like.”

Rabba Briah Cahana outside the Shaar Hashomayim on August 31.

“[Care is] really 
the height of 
what Jewish 
values look like.”

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

We are hiring! 
◊Experienced hairdresser 
(with or without clientele). 

◊Certified esthetician/
manicurist-pedicurist 

(incl. shellac) 
in a new Westmount residence. 

Call us: 514-861-9231

We believe in the power of nature 
to connect us all and that caring 
for houseplants relieves stress, 
boosts creativity, productivity 

and promotes recovery. 
To receive your new plant, the 

Westmount Park United Church 
invites you to a plant rehoming event! 
Sunday, September 17 – Noon-4pm 

plant drop-o  of any unwanted plants 
When: Sunday, September 24 
Noon-4pm new plant pick-up 

Where: Westmount Park United 
Church, 4695 de Maisonneuve O 

Phone: 514-402-6658
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4 3 8 - 7 0 1 - 5 7 6 0e l e v a m o n t r e a l . c o m 

the most prestigious  
rental complex for active RETIREES  

in downtown montreal

2 3 3 0  t u p p e r  s t r e e t

M O V E - I N  R E A D Y

E L E V A T E  Y O U R S E L F
T O  A  H I G H E R  L E V E L

*Certain conditions apply. For a limited time only.

15% REBATE*
on selected 
apartments



London, ON’s Talbot St. bridge ahead on social media, behind in victims 

The Independent has chronicled 18 truck 
strikes of the Greene Ave. rail underpass 
since November 2020, which is located 
between Dorchester and St. Antoine, and 
it may have missed about the same 
number (see December 13, 2022, p. 23). 

That puts Westmount’s bridge well 
“ahead” of London, Ontario’s Talbot St. 
bridge, which has claimed 15 trucks over 
the last eight years, according to Ed Jack-
man, who runs a satirical Twitter account 
dedicated to the latter’s victims. 

The Westmount bridge (not pictured) 
does not yet have its own social media 
account, though. Does that tie the game? 

Jackman also sells t-shirts depicting the 
bridge. 

Westmount city council recently ap -
proved a plan to improve the signage about 
the low clearance on Greene (see Septem-
ber 5, p. 1). 

With research from Bill Smith.
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GIRLS ONLY GIRLS & BOYS BOYS ONLY

Elementary Solomon 
Schechter, p. 12 
The Priory p. 10

Elementary 
& high school*

ECS p. 7 
The Study p. 6

LCC p. 11 
St. George’s p. 5 

Kells p. 13

Selwyn House 
p. 2 

High school* Sacred Heart p. 4 
Trafalgar p. 9

BCS p. 8 
Loyola p. 3
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WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
We are Westmount

On board this issue

School Guide 2023 Pull-out section

School this way 

This sign (top right) on de Maisonneuve directing people towards Westmount Park School was 
installed on August 20. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

*also includes Grade 12 in some cases.

Back to school for everyone!

Back-to-school = yellow buses 

This school bus was photographed near St. Leo’s elementary on Kitchener Ave September 8. The 
school’s new annex, located on the north end of its campus, is visible in the background. It is in 
use. Photo: Independent.
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Rooted in Justice
A NEW GENERATION OF WOMEN AND MEN FOR OTHERS

Loyola High School is an English-language high school for grades 7-11, leading to the 
MEQ’s Secondary-School Diploma. English-language eligibility certificate is required.

LOYOLA HIGH SCHOOL | 7272 SHERBROOKE ST. W., MONTREAL QC, H4B 1R2 | loyola.ca

loyola.ca 
Applications are
open for the
2024-25 School Year

APPLY NOW
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The best schools will — indeed must — incubate a new generation of leaders.

A generation of thinkers and doers humanity desperately needs to move  
the needle on urgent global challenges. Not least among these challenges —  
a woman’s place in the world.

Since 1887, Trafalgar School for Girls has been a trailblazer in girls’ education.  
JOIN US AS WE CONTINUE TO MAKE HISTORY.

OPEN HOUSE SEPTEMBER 27, 2023

BE

   admissions@trafalgar.qc.ca

Trafalgar.qc.ca

BE OPEN

BE COLLABORATIVE

BE CURIOUS

BE COMPASSIONATE

Be yourself
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A global school with a century-
old tradition of excellence, 
Lower Canada College is widely 
recognized for its dedicated 
and highly trained teachers. 
Benefitting from this commitment 
to learning, LCC graduates 
consistently go on to study at 
many of the great universities 
in Canada, the US, and around 
the world. 

That said, the array of post-
secondary options and the 
constantly shifting career 
landscape present challenges 
for today’s high school students, 
regardless of their grades, 
interests or accomplishments. 
LCC’s academic advising 
program, which features four 
full-time professionals with 
deep experience in the field, is 
designed to help the school’s 
students, and their families, 

tackle these issues directly. 
Beginning in grade 7, LCC’s 

academic advisors gently 
introduce all students to the 
notion of reflecting on their 
interests, strengths and learning 
styles. By grade 9, everyone is 
assigned their own academic 
advisor; in grade 10, the number 
of one-on-one meetings ramps 
up and students begin to 
consider the criteria that will 
determine which universities 
might be a good fit. 

In grade 11 and the Pre-
University program, preparation 
for future studies becomes a 
virtual ‘seventh course’. All 
students are required to attend 
at least one of the university 
fairs hosted annually by LCC 
and contemplate what 
characteristics their future 
school might have: is it far 

from home or in the same city? 
Sprawling campus or small? 
Giant research centre or tight-
knit liberal arts college? Should 
they take advantage of the 
excellent options in Quebec or 
consider schools across the 
country or abroad? 

Academic Advising 
Coordinator Maggie Owen 
notes that this level of 
dedicated support is quite 
new to Canadian high schools. 
“Parents tell us that they 
really appreciate how available 
we are, not just to their 
children but to them as well.” 

One of the most effective 
parts of the program is LCC’s 
Career Speakers Series. Each 
spring, alumni, parents and 
friends from a range of 
professions speak directly to 
grades 9-11 and Pre-U about 

their lines of work. Doctors, 
business leaders, designers, 
and entertainers tell students 
about the challenges and 
rewards of their individual fields. 
The students are then asked to 
write a reflection on what 
they learned and connect the 
experience back to their own 
interests, fit criteria and 
university goals. 

Olivier Rivard ’22, Pre-U ’23 
has taken full advantage of the 
academic advising program: 
“My advisor helped me 
navigate the stresses of 
university applications: 
endless tests, numerous 
deadlines, essay crafting, and 
more. It was empowering to 
know someone was in my 
corner, helping me realize 
my academic ambitions.”

Good Advice for LCC Students
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Wikidou – just stunning 

Wikidou is an original, mesmerizing in 
all his striking features. He is a tuxedo 
dandy, accessorized fashionably with his 

white shirt, whiskers and gloves – even a 
few white touches on his sweet face to 
make us notice. 

Wikidou is three years old, playful, 
affectionate and companionable to people 
and other cats. 

He is presently in foster care for the 
Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions animal res-
cue group. His foster family mentions that 
he gets along well with everyone, and 
would enjoy the company of another cat as 
he is a leader who likes to play. 

Wikidou is very healthy, up to date with 
his inoculations, neutered and micro-
chipped. For more information on him, it 
is easy to refer to the Gerdy’s Rescues & 

Adoptions website at www.gerdysrescue.
org, and check their social media postings 
on Facebook. 

Please do not hesitate to write to them 
at their info@gerdysrescue.org email for 
an adoption questionnaire to fill out and 
receive more details on handsome Wiki-
dou. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX 
Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST 
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario 

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation, 
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP) 

514 503-7719 
info@hkltax.com 

https://hkltax.com 
1434 Sainte-Catherine West 
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

Miss Goldie, a parti poodle 
warming hearts 

Unforgettable Goldie, at only four 
months of age, is a most brave and person-
able puppy. Goldie had an accident and 
broke her leg as a young puppy. She was 
surrendered to Gerdy’s Rescues & Adop-
tions to ensure that she had all the care and 
surgery she needed and is now coming out 

of the initial post-op phase of 
convalescence when being less 
active is important. 

Her foster family adores her 
and she is very precious to all, 
but Goldie is now ready for 
adoption in a forever family, 
ideally with children over 10 
years of age as she is still quite 
young, and also the possibility 
of a home with fewer stairs to 
the outdoors to facilitate her 
mobility. It might be best if 
arrangements could be made in 
the household for someone to be 
at home a bit during the day for 
the next three weeks of building 
strength on the healing leg. 

Goldie is also moving for-
ward on her puppy vaccination 
program, her junior parasite 
treatment and prevention pro-
gram as well. She has been 
microchipped and will be spayed 
on schedule. 

If you would like to find out 
more about sweet young Goldie, 
please refer to the Gerdy’s Res-
cues & Adoptions website at 
www.gerdysrescue.org, and 
write to them at their email 
info@gerdysrescue.org to re -
ceive a questionnaire to fill out 
about yourselves and your inter-
est, and to start a conversation 
on adoption. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler
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WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Alleged shoplifter apprehended outside Canadian Tire store in Alexis Nihon 
By Jennifer Ball 

A skirmish broke out when a man who 
was suspected of shoplifting clashed with 
Canadian Tire security outside the auto 
parts and home décor store in the Alexis 
Nihon shopping mall. 

The store is on the bottom floor of the 
mall, on the eastern perimeter of the city 
of Westmount. 

This happened just outside the store on 
September 7 at 10:40 am. 

A Canadian Tire employee, who pre-
ferred not to provide a name, told the Inde-
pendent that the suspected shoplifter was 
witnessed to have stolen some scissors and 
an expensive item. He then cut the security 
tag off the item before the security doors, 
ostensibly to not trigger an alarm. 

The suspect was unshaven, of large 
build, had a pony-tail and was wearing a 
light-blue polo-shirt, black jeans and flip-
flops. 

He did not get far. He was apprehended 
and led back into the store in handcuffs to 
be interviewed. His protests over his arrest 
could be heard within the store and into 
the lower level of the shopping mall.

An alleged shoplifter on floor outside Canadian Tire. The store is on the eastern perimeter of West-
mount near the St. Catherine St. intersection of Atwater Ave. The photo was taken on September 
7 at 10:46am.

Woman falls to her death at 4300 
By Jennifer Ball 

The most western block of apartments 
at The 4300 was the site of a tragedy the 
morning of September 5. 

A 78-year-old woman died. She fell from 
a ninth-floor balcony located at the corner 
of de Maisonneuve and Redfern Ave., said 
media relation officer Sabrina Gaulthier of 
the Montreal police department. 

Gaulthier spoke with the Independent 
later the same day and indicated that they 
hoped to be able to identify the cause of 
the fall by reviewing security camera foot-
age. The fall happened between ap prox -
imately 8:30 am and 9:15 am, but security 
cameras will hopefully provide a more 

accurate time. 
“Right now, we can share the briefest of 

information because investigators will go 
on the scene to understand the circum-
stances and hypothesize if it was an acci-
dent or understand that it was a suicide,” 
Gaulthier said. 

“We know that she was on a chair on 
her balcony.” 

A passer-by who witnessed the after-
math of the fall said “I was biking by and 
I noticed four people around a blanket. 
When I got close to the blanket, I noticed 
two hands and two feet that had shoes on. 
I wasn’t sure if the person had passed out 
or was deceased.”

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Translation 

Certified translator, reviser, general translation: French, English, 
Spanish (from Mexico) and Italian – specialized translation: 
From French to English social sciences, medical sciences: 
 emilio_pagnotta@hotmail.com 

Stowe Vermont Rental 
Stowe house for rent, 3-4 bedrooms, Christmas or all winter. 
Great location. Magnificent views. 802-917-8442. 

Notice of closure of inventory 
Please take note that following the passing of Miss Olena Hilda 
Chorney on February 3rd., 2023, residing at 23 Windsor Ave, 
Westmount, Quebec, H3Y 2L7, an inventory of her assets was 
prepared and completed by the legal liquidators Linda Morin 
and Nelson Morin. This inventory can be consulted in West-
mount by interested parties only, by appointment at 514 817-
1254.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 

Buy a classified in the 
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX 
Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST 
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario 

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation, 
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP) 

514 503-7719 
info@hkltax.com 

https://hkltax.com 
1434 Sainte-Catherine West 
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4
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Police Report 

More local vehicle thefts – Laptops stolen at Dawson College 
By Martin C. Barry 

A wave of car thefts that has seen SUVs 
and other high-end vehicles stolen off 
streets and from driveways over the past 
summer continued in recent weeks with 
four more stolen vehicles reported by 
police at Station 12. 

In two of the incidents, the owners were 
able to locate and recover their stolen 
vehicles relatively quickly thanks on-board 
vehicle-tracking systems. 

One of the car owners told police he had 
parked his Toyota Highlander on St. 
Mathieu St. downtown around 1:40 am on 
September 3, but was unable to find the 
vehicle after returning to retrieve it around 
8:30 am the following day. 

According to Station 12 community 
relations officer Cst. Mike Yigit, the Toyota 
owner finally located the vehicle on Were-
dale Park road in Westmount around two 
kilometres away, with help from the car’s 
Boomerang tracking system. 

However, there was some damage to the 
car, including a missing passenger-side 
exterior door handle. As well, the licence 
plate had been removed. 

In a second recent car theft incident, a 
Lexus RX was stolen during the early 
morning hours on September 4 on Notre 
Dame St. in Montreal’s Ville Marie (down-
town) borough, but was recovered on Sep-
tember 5 in Westmount. 

The owners of two other stolen vehicles 
were not as fortunate. On September 5, a 
Toyota RAV 4 was stolen near the corner 
of Sherbrooke St. and Strathcona Ave. 

Then, at some time between September 
4 and 5, a GMC Yukon SUV was stolen 
from a spot near the corner of Arlington 
Ave. and Sherbrooke St. The owners were 
not immediately able to recover these 
vehicles. 

The police see a pattern emerging in the 
thefts, according to Cst. Yigit. 

“What we’ve been noticing is that the 
criminals are of a very young age,” he said, 
noting that the current legal penalties for 

engaging in automobile theft are relatively 
light compared to firearms trafficking or 
drug dealing. He said the returns for steal-

ing vehicles “are very high and it’s an easy 
way of making money.” 

Regarding the role of law enforcement, 
he said “the law only permits us to detain 
individuals that are deemed an immediate 
danger to society. So, someone who stole 
a vehicle is normally released within a 
short period of time.” 

Computer theft at Dawson 

Administrators at Dawson College were 
dealing last week with the aftermath of a 
major theft incident. 

A suspect is believed to have hidden 
after the CEGEP’s closing hours, then 
made off with 33 laptop computers that 
were being warehoused in a storage and 
shipping area. 

The September 4 incident, which is 
believed to have taken place around 2 am, 
was only reported to police at Station 12 on 
Sept. 7. 

According to the police report, the lap-
tops were valued at around $900 each, for 
an estimated total worth of about $30,000. 

As security cameras were activated at 
the time of the incident, the investigators 
could find good leads in the captured 
images and video footage.

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Highest Prices Paid 
JEWELRY • PAINTINGS 

GOLD • SILVER 
Coach House 

1331 Greene Av #200 
Westmount 

514-937-6191 
c o achluxury.c om

The front gate of Dawson College on September 11. Photo: Independent.



So sunny you need an umbrella 

Parasols are not a usual Montreal thing, but at least two people in Westmount were using them in the recent heat wave, including this woman on de Maisonneuve at Victoria on September 6, left, and 
this man on Sherbrooke at Claremont the next day. Photos: Independent.

Jadoul, 2 partners launching Women Basketball Fund 
By Martin C. Barry 

As far as Antonin Jadoul is concerned, 
there’s always more money to go around 
on the men’s side of sports. 

A Westmounter with a lifelong passion 
for basketball, Jadoul joined recently with 
two partners to try to change that. 

They launched a sports scholarship 
fund to champion the cause of women in 
professional basketball. He, along with 
partners Maxwell Abrahams and Aurélie 
Leblanc, announced in July the creation of 
the Women Basketball Fund. 

Every year, the fund will cover up to 
$5,000 in expenses for selected athletes, 
including tuition fees, accommodation, 
school materials, travel and emergencies. 
The fund is being administered by the 
King Beaudoin Foundation, which is 
named in honour of the former head of 
state of Belgium. 

The team 

Jadoul, a senior manager with a recruit-
ing firm, is a father of two, including a 
daughter. He has been involved in 
women’s basketball for more than seven 
years as a coach and mentor. He has also 
played the sport professionally in Belgium, 

where he was born. 
Abrahams has been an 

outspoken advocate for 
women’s sport for a 
number of years, most 
notably working towards 
bringing a WNBA fran-
chise to Toronto. 

Leblanc, for her part, 
has been involved in the 
basketball community as a 
player, coach and mentor, 
earning a full NCAA ath-
letic scholarship at Fur-
man University and the 
University of Bridgeport 
in the US at one point. 

Changing environment 
for women’s sports? 

Regarding the dispro-
portionate amount of 
money invested in men’s 
sports, Jadoul admitted 
“it’s starting to change a 
bit” as people of both sexes 
work towards in creasing 
the presence of women in 
professional sports. 

However, after getting 

an up-close view of how profes-
sional women’s sports are man-
aged, he said what shocked him 
most was “how much we 
under estimate how difficult it 
is for women to go to university 
and to continue playing sports. 

“Because it’s one thing to go 
to university and study, it’s 
another thing to stay an athlete, 
play and study at the same time, 
and I wanted to help with that.” 

The WBF recently an nounc -
ed the recipient of its first schol-
arship. 

Mariama Toupé Diallo, a stu-
dent at Collège Montmorency 
in Laval, has been a member of 
the CEGEP’s basketball team 
for several years. According to 
Jadoul, she plans to continue 
her studies at Bishop’s Univer-
sity in Sherbrooke, majoring in 
criminology. 

◀Antonin Jadoul on August 27 on 
the basketball court at the West-
mount Athletic Grounds behind 
Westmount High.
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Goal $130 million, year two under way 

Cape, CJA launch fundraising campaign 
Westmounter David Cape, the general 

campaign chair of this year’s Combined 
Jewish Appeal (CJA), helped launch Fed-
eration CJA’s 2023 fundraising campaign 
with a speech August 29 before a 3,000-
attendee benefit concert at Place des Arts. 

The multi-year campaign’s goal is $130 
million. “Our purpose is simple. We’re 
bring ing people together to think big. To be 
bold. To act like the future of our community 
depends on it. Because it does, it’s the only 
way we will build the community we want 
for ourselves and for generations to come,” 
he was quoted as saying in an August 30 
press re lease. “We’re leaning into innovative 
ap proaches to solve the biggest problems of 
our day. To care for people in need. Re spond 
to crises close to home and far away. And 
shape our Jewish future. But we can’t do it 
alone. We need people like you to stand up 
and join us. To give generously. To help us 
deliver on our promise to this community.” 

Other themes mentioned by Cape and 
Yair Szlak, the CEO of Federation CJA, 
included combating anti-Semitism, help-
ing Jewish seniors (including Holocaust 
survivors), supporting Israel and fostering 
a Jewish identity, especially among young 
people and teens.

From left, Trish Bengualid, chair, Women’s Philanthropy Campaign; Jason Martin, chair of GenMTL; Avi Krispine, président, Campagne de la Philanthropie 
sépharade; Dalit Haiman, West Island Campaign; and Westmounter David Cape, campaign chair. Photo courtesy of FCJA.
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• Clean and adjust automatic controls, thermostat 
and safety limit controls 

• Brush out burners and heat exchangers 
• Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency

• Lubricate motors and pumps as needed 
• Check for gas and combustion leaks 
• Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment 
• Check flue for satisfactory operation

Now is a Great Time 
to Tune Up your 
Residential Gas 
Heating System
PLEASE CALL US FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT 

514-990-1346
Tune up includes the following:

Café Crème closes? 

Café Crème on Victoria Ave. had this sign on its door announcing a break in August, but was also 
closed September 7, 8 (date of picture) and 11, when the Independent checked. Its phone number 
was not accepting calls on September 11. Photo: Independent.
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Goodmans welcome 
new McGill principal Saini 

Recently Mia and David Goodman host -
ed a reception to welcome McGill Univer-
sity’s newly appointed principal Deep Saini 
and his wife Rani to the Montreal commu-
nity. 

In attendance from McGill were Lesley 
Fellows, the incoming dean of medicine; 
board chair Maryse Bertrand, and vice 
president Marc Weinstein as well as lead -
ers from the Rosalind and Morris Good-
man Cancer Institute (GCI) including 
Suzanne Fortier, past principal of McGill 
and the newly appointed chair of the GCI 
Advisory Board; Phil Gold, and professors 
Morag Park and Nahum Sonenberg. 

Dignitaries in attendance included 
Israeli consul general Paul Hirschson 
and Westmount provincial legislator Jen-

nifer Maccarone. 
Noted during the cocktail dînatoire were 

Rosalind and Morris Goodman, Tina 
Apfeld Rosenthal and Martin Rosenthal, 
Naomi and Eric Bissell, Etty and Ralph 
Bienstock, Susan Libman Pascal and Barry 
Pascal, Ronald Reuben, Franceen Poplaw 
Gold and David Gold, Judy and Mark 
Caplan, Dana Caplan Goodman and Jon-
athan Goodman, Lana Harper, Gail Gold 
and Norman Zavalkoff, Evelyn and Phil 
Gold, Jewel and Paul Lowenstein, and 
Janis Levine. 

Please send information on your upcoming 
event to veronica@redgravepr.com.

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

David Goodman, Mia Melmed Goodman, Rani Saini and Deep Saini.

Mia Melmed Goodman, Carolyn Melmed, Jennifer Gold, Israeli consul general Paul Hirschson, 
Janis Levine and Judy Caplan.

Susan Libman Pascal, Barry Pascal, Jonathan 
Goodman and David Goodman.
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

• Renovations & Remodeling 
• Kitchens, Baths & Basements 
• Extensions & Second 

Storey Additions 
• Complete Major/Minor 

Makeovers 
• Conception & Design Builds 

and much more, just ask! 
Free Estimation 

514 803-8107 
RBQ Licensed

Netspec Home 
Improvement 
& Restoration 

Services

Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W

sounds and birds chirping this spring and 
summer.” 

The last time the waterfall was seen in 
full operation was in the summer of 2016. 
Findings of a feasibility study in 2018 had 
proposed costly work to the entire system 
at some $350,000. As a result, restoring the 
system has not been deemed an immedi-
ate priority.

Murray Park waterfall, cont’d from p. 1

Children playing at the Murray Park water fall in May 2016, the last year of its operation. The same stream on September 11. Photo: Independent

Overheard 
in Westmount 

Teenager to her three friends as rain 
began to fall, September 8 at 8 am on de 
Maisonneuve near Elm: 

“Ah non, mes cheveux!”

We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. 
Please limit to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for 

publication the following week. email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com
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Nova Scotia, part 3: Lunenberg & area 

Next stop on this summer sojourn is 
Lunenburg. It is one of only two urban 
communities in North America designated 
a UNESCO World Heritage site. 

The little port town on the south shore 
was founded in 1763. One of the lures for 
your visit is the architecture: brightly col-
oured colonial buildings from the 1750s, 
Instagrammable-irresistible as they sit 
staggered vertically up a steep hill. 

Another attraction is the world-famous 
Bluenose II. The first Bluenose, launched 
in 1921, was a fishing and racing schooner. 
(“Racing” because speed was essential in 
getting fishing catches first to market.) The 
sleek vessel represented Canada around 
the world until hitting a reef in Haiti in 
1946. 

The Bluenose II was launched in 1963. 
Many of the same people who worked on 
the original ship help build the new one. 
After a cruise on the Bluenose II (adults 
love it as much as everyone!), explore the 
area with an ice-cream. 

A quick 20-minute 

City Views 

Veronica Redgrave

continued on p. 26 A quiet panorama.
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Snuff Bottles

drive away is the famed town of Chester. 
Along with summer homes owned by visi-
tors from around the world, it hosts the 
annual Chester Race Week, Canada’s lar-
gest keel racing regatta. 

Then back to beach cool. Some of you 
will love the water. (Fun fact: Nova Scotia 
has the highest tides in the world.) Others 
not so much; after all, it’s not reflective. 

You can always beachcomb. Try Broad 
Cove Beach. Partially protected, its private 
sandy area is relatively calm. 

Walking between the waters and the 
dunes, rocks of all shapes and sizes attract 
young and old. I found the perfect pebble. 
Its provenance is protean: it’s billions of 
years old. (Seeking stone stories is in my 
DNA: my grandfather Sir Cyril Fox was an 
archeologist.) 

Fit-in-your-hand stones seem to com-
municate an ineffable calm. Although 
days’ memories can be elusive, stones are 
… well … rock solid, triggering happy rec-
ollections. I stuffed a few petit pebbles in 
my suitcase. Luckily my baggage did get 
put on the return flight, although Air Cana-
da’s departure was one and a half hours 
late. (I did notice Porter flies to Halifax. 
Next time…) 

Please send information on your upcoming 
event to veronica@redgravepr.com.

City views, cont’d from p. 25

Rustic charm.

A fruitful search.Trilingual: French, English and Mi’kmaq.

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6Scan me to know me!

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1901

Old Montreal
60 RUE DE BRÉSOLES, APT. 320

$2,195,000

2665 sf.3 3+1

Westmount
9 SEVERN AV.

Westmount
1 WOOD AV. PH1

$6,750,000

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1403

$3,295,000 / $11,500 Month

$2,950,000

THE ONLY UNIT ON THE 19TH FLOOR WITH PANORAMIC MOUNTAIN & RIVER VIEWS!

SOLD
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