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Three members of Westmount Scouting know that after this summer their lives
will be changed forever.
Rovers Brian Bevand and Kendra Girdwood, 20, and Venturer Nathan Butcher,
17, will forsake summer job opportunities
to spend six weeks building ventilated pit
latrines for pre-schools
in Namibia, Africa, to
improve sanitation and
provide disease vector
control.
“I think it will be an
amazing development experience,” said
Butcher, a student at Vanier College. “It
will be good for the people there and lifechanging for us.”
“It will definitely change all of our
lives,” Girdwood agreed.
The trio is part of a contingent of 28
Venturers, Rovers and trip leaders from
Montreal who will take part in an international development project in cooperation
with
the
Namibian
Scouts Association.
continued on p. 3

In-depth interview

Conservative
candidate speaks
by Kristin McNeill
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We offer SERVICE
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As reported in the Feb. 27 Westmount
Independent, Heenan Blaikie lawyer Guy
Dufort will be the Conservative Party candidate for the Westmount-Ville Marie riding. Dufort was officially introduced by
Senator Michael M. Fortier on March 17.
The Independent spoke
with Dufort the follow- continued on p. 8

Your Independent Choice
in Wealth Management
For further information on our
financial services, visit our website

Garden group marks milestone

Planning anniversary activities at an executive meeting March 17 are, from left: (seated) Lily Lam
and co-presidents Gabrielle Pilot and Brigitta Brittain; (standing) Sally Cooke, Lorraine Ratzer, Elizabeth Tsuk, Susan Zegray and Diane Webster. The Westmount Horticultural Society, one of Westmount’s younger community organizations, is going strong 10 years after its founding in 1998 by Stuart
Robertson and Councillor Cynthia Lulham.

Earth Hour
is coming!
If on Friday, March 29 at 8 pm you
find your neighbours’ house in the
dark, they might still be home.
Around the world at that time, people
will mark Earth Hour by turning off
their lights. The idea is to highlight
environmental and energy issues by
abstaining from using electricity for
one hour. The city of Westmount will
also be participating by turning off
lights at its buildings.

Rental at 1210 de Maisonneuve Blvd. Large
apartment with one bedroom, 1,261 square feet,
electric curtains, all appliances, great view of Mount
Stephen Club, huge wardrobe available now. $2,800

CLAUDE BOULAY
Affiliated Real Estate Agent

514-250-5800
GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST INC.
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Shaddick brings home squash gold

Largest residential crane in Canada?

Westmounter Duncan Shaddick won
the 80-plus division of the 2008 Miller
Zell US Open Age Division Squash Championships in Atlanta, Georgia the weekend
of March 15-16.
Shaddick competed against two other
participants to bring home the trophy.
Shaddick, who turns 81 in June, felt confident as he sized up his older (82- and 83year-old) competition, “I said to myself:
“This will be like shooting fish in barrel.’”
Shaddick is a longtime member of the
MBSC, now called the Atwater Club.
Duncan Shaddick with his trophy

We have a new location!
Westmount Square, Tower #1, Suite 420 (corner Wood Ave. and St. Catherine St.)
Our caring team will meet all your needs – cosmetic, preventive,
restorative – using the best technology modern dentistry has to offer.
In our elegant new space, we are now able to provide a complete
range of services in a comfortable and relaxing environment.
Call us to find out how you can improve your smile.

In the March 5 Independent, we ran a
photo taken in front of Alexis Nihon of
what was widely reported to be the largest
crane in Canada. Westmounters looking
up Mt. Pleasant towards the Bronfman
house at 15 Belvedere Rd. might be shocked to see a crane hoisting materials over a

tree in order to preserve it. Not something
you see every day!
The crane is being used at this “Category I*” heritage house, which is being
renovated to the environmentally conscious LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) standard.

ESTATE and
MOVING SALES

DOUGLAS HAMILTON, DDS & TEAM
1 Westmount Square
Suite 420
Westmount H3Z 2P9
www.westmountdentist.com

House Content
Clearance
RONDA
514 236-4159

HAIR STYLING FOR MEN

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke Street West

Our focus is to manage
your wealth effectively.
John H. Bridgman
Partner & Portfolio Manager

Robert A. McKenzie, C.A., CFA
Director & Portfolio Manager

514-394-3000

www.3macs.com
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Scouts to work in Namibia
continued from p. 1

The group will work in the area around
Okahandja, a town just north of Windhoek, the capital, where some 18 preschools are located.
Namibia, the former South West Africa,
is located on the Atlantic Ocean in what is
considered to be a safe country. Its government does not provide financial assistance to pre-schools, however. As a result,
many are located in shacks privately built
and offering only bare essentials.
To undertake repairs
The group has also been asked to do repairs and other work such as the installation of windows.
The design of Ventilated Improved Pit
(VIP) latrines consists of mesh-covered
vent pipes that prevent flies and other disease-carriers from exiting the latrine.
Scouts in Africa have been building these
for many years.
“It’s going to feel real good to help in a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” Girdwood
said. She’s taking a six-week leave of absence from a job in animal care.
While Westmount Rovers and Venturers have a history of participating in similar Scouting development projects, this is

the first one in about five years. “I’ve heard
a lot about them,” Brevand said, “and I’ve
been keeping an eye out for one in which
I could go over and make a difference.”
While Scouting’s World Brotherhood
Fund will cover the cost of the building
materials, he said, the Montreal contingent is currently fundraising to defray the
costs of their transportation and food, budgeted at $3,500 each. Whatever they can’t
raise will have to come from their own
pockets.
Along with the sale of T-shirts, hoodies,
badges and other memorabilia, the three
local Scouts will hold a Namibian dinner,
April 25, at Espace DK, 4662 Notre Dame
St. (514.484.6797 or 514.717.7248).
The project has also involved Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts from the 2nd Westmount Scout Group at Mountainview
United Church who have donated items to
fill more than 20 shoeboxes as gifts.
“Our understanding is that our group
will be able to stay in an old bunkhouse on
a farm,” Brevand said. While it will be winter there, temperatures will swing from
hot days to zero-degree temperatures at
night. Others participants include those
from Scouting groups in Hudson, Laval
and Dorval.

TELE-CHECK keeps tabs on seniors

Irene Simons on the job.

TELE-CHECK, which was established
in 1983, is a weekday telephone check-up
service for seniors living alone. It is staffed
by volunteers of the Contactivity Centre for
Seniors (4695 de Maisonneuve, 514.932.
2326), who phone the seniors on their list
every morning between 9:30 and 11:00
a.m. to confirm that all is well. In the event
that there is no answer, TELE-CHECK
members call the person designated as the

“in case of emergency” contact.
Irene Simons is one of the TELECHECK volunteers. She is a retired nurse
and “loves to take care of people.” She has
developed relationships with many of the
people that she calls daily and thoroughly
enjoys her work.
For more information about TELECHECK or to join, call 514.937.4273.

Concordia announces Johnson Chair in Irish studies

From left: former Westmount mayor Brian Gallery, well known for his tireless efforts chairing, and
fundraising for, the Canadian Irish Studies Foundation; Quebec premier and Westmounter Jean Charest
and Michael Kenneally, the director of the Centre for Canadian Irish Studies.

Nathan Butcher, Brian Brevand and Kendra Girdwood display a T-shirt they’re selling for their
Namibia development project.

Concordia University took advantage of
the annual St. Patrick’s Society Luncheon
to announce the creation of the Johnson
Chair in Canadian Irish Studies this
March 17. The province of Quebec contributed $2 million of the chair’s $3-million endowment (through the Canadian
Irish Studies Foundation). The other $1

million came from the Concordia University Foundation.
At the luncheon, former premier
Daniel Johnson represented the Johnson
family, which also includes his father, the
late Daniel Johnson Sr., and his brother
Pierre-Marc. All three Johnsons served as
premiers of Quebec.
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School Board News and Views

Understaffed libraries impede student success
By Ginette Sauvé-Frankel,
EMSB commissioner
In 2004, I wrote about
literacy and the role of
well-stocked, well-staffed
school libraries in student
success. In my article, I
mentioned Keith Curry
Lance, director of the Library Research Service at
Colorado State Library,
and the research done in the United States
in 2003 that found that kids in schools
with well-funded, well-stocked libraries
run by professionally trained teacher-librarians who collaborate with staff on curriculum, score from 10 to 25 percent
higher on standardized tests than their
peers in schools with poorly resourced libraries.
As the national librarian, our very own
Roch Carrier contended that school libraries are “the heart of the school.” Dur-

ing his nationwide tour, he was appalled
at the “miserable state of school libraries.”
He found libraries that were shut half of
the time, or had no teacher-librarians, or
were stocked with photocopied book materials.
No Canadian research, until now
At the time, no research had been conducted in Canada to replicate the US findings. So mentioning the US studies was
often met with the objection that there
were no Canadian data to confirm or
negate them. However, a 2006 study by
Queen’s University and People for Education of more than 50,000 students and
over 800 publicly funded elementary
schools looked at Grades 3 and 6 test
scores and the 2004-05 tracking results
for school library staffing, hours open, collections and fundraising.
The study’s report, School Libraries &
Student Achievement in Ontario by the Ontario Library Association, highlighted find-

On the Market will be back soon!
We are having a tough time finding
houses for our randomly chosen, housefor-sale stories. Our first pick, a Joan and
Jill Prévost house at 48 Holton Ave., was
sold before we could do the story.
Our second pick, a house listed by a
Re/Max Westmount Inc. agent, had sell-

ers who preferred a more private approach to selling their house. And then
our third pick, a Jane Allan house at 596
Lansdowne Ave., was also sold by the
time we called.
Congratulations to Joan, Jill and Jane.
Could it be the market is hot?

WESTMOUNT
INDEPENDENT

Three times monthly
(1st, 3rd and last Wednesday of the month),
next issue: April 2
Westmount (H3Y and H3Z):
10,000 copies by Canada Post
1,000 copies distributed to over
40 waiting-room drops

We are Westmount.

ings that include both a link between the
enjoyment of reading and the presence of
a teacher-librarian, and the higher reading
achievement of students in schools with
trained library staff.
For the last three years, the Ministère
de l’Éducation, Loisir et Sport (MELS) has
addressed the difficulties in maintaining
well-stocked school libraries. Through a
special measure, MELS has funded the
purchase of school library books, with
schools providing part of the purchase
price of the books and the greater portion
being paid by the government. This initiative has greatly helped in refurbishing the
stock of our school libraries.
But what is the use of more books if
they cannot find themselves in the hands
of students because the library is only
open and professionally staffed one or two
days a week? That is the case in our EMSB
elementary schools. And yet we are considered fortunate to have librarians or library technicians at the elementary level.
Other school boards don’t.
If higher student success is dependent
on accessibility to books and the services

of a professionally trained librarian, why
are our elementary school libraries not
open every day and fully staffed? This is
the question I have posed every year at
budget time. The answer is always the
same: lack of funds. So I was delighted
when Le Devoir and La Centrale des Syndicats du Québec took the government to
task at the end of January regarding the
woeful lack of school librarians.
It’s elementary
Shortly thereafter, the minister announced that funding would be made
available for school librarians. We are still
waiting for details. Maybe this year we will
be able to increase the hours that our elementary school library staff spends with
students.
Something else to consider: the allocation of library staffing in our system.
Would we not be better to concentrate
whatever resources we have at the elementary level — where the school library
is often the only library available to students? Would earlier contact with school
librarians lead to greater success?

Westmount’s St. Patrick’s float wins again

If you don’t want to get our publication, Canada Post advises that you place a sticker on your mailbox that says, “No ad
mail.” Si vous ne voulez pas reçevoir notre publication: Malheureusement, nous ne sommes pas capable de bloquer
une adresse individuelle. Il faut mettre une étiquette près de votre boite à lettres qui lit « Pas de média-poste ».
If you do want to receive our publication and you have a sticker on your mailbox (or are outside our distribution area),
please send a cheque for $1.50 times the number of issues left in the year. We will mail them to you for the rest of the
current calendar year.
Most frequently restocked drop sites: Lobby of 310 Victoria Ave.; Sherbrooke St. exit to Metro grocery store at Victoria
Ave. and Sherbrooke St.
Drop notice: Snow conditions may delay us getting around to all of our drop sites on Tuesday of publication week.
Whatever the snow conditions, we still aim to reach our “most reliable” drops (Metro on Victoria, Westmount Square
and 310 Victoria lobby) on Tuesdays.

Editor & Publisher: David Price 514.935.4537
Editorial coordinator: Kristin McNeill
514.223.3578 – indie@westmountindependent.com
Chief reporter: Laureen Sweeney
laureen@westmountindependent.com
Layout: Studio Melrose/ Ted Sancton

Advertising sales:
Annika Melanson 514.223.3567

Published by Sherbrooke-Valois Inc.
310 Victoria Ave., Suite 105
Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9
Fax: 514.935.9241
Letters & Comments: We welcome your letters, but reserve the right to choose and edit them.
Please email any letter and comments to indie@westmountindependent.com.
Every letter of support helps us with advertisers!

Virginia Elliott, Westmount’s assistant community events coordinator, points to Westmount’s plaques
for previous St. Patrick’s victories. This year’s plaque will be awarded later this month.

Westmount has won “Best Municipal
Entry” at this year’s St. Patrick’s parade.
The award was sponsored by CJAD/Mix
96 and awarded by the United Irish Societies of Montreal, the parade’s organizer.

It is the fourth time that Westmount has
won. The first two times were with the
125th anniversary float. This is the second
victory with the current float. Previously,
the Westmount fire contingent also won.
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Civic Alert: What if ‘Mayo with everything’ hits Westmount?

Marianopolis triggers concerns over Superhospital impact
By Don Wedge
The arrival of spring reminds us that change is inevitable. One of my minor
pleasures has been to spend
a few minutes with a coffee
watching a top European
soccer game when I went
for supplies from the Cavallaro store on Sherbrooke St.
But the TV has been missing for a few
weeks. It will be back soon, long before the
summer’s European Cup coverage, promises owner Tony Russo.
The wall that supported it is coming
down as Russo extends his store and
menu to meet new demands. “We’ll have a
lot more prepared lunches,” he explained.
“That’s what our customers who work
around here are asking for.
“Then there are the students who come
down from the Marianopolis CEGEP.”
We have heard a lot about the parking
problems, new bus services and so on to
meet the needs of the CEGEP, but this demand for lunch puts a bit more pressure
on Victoria Village.
Yet it is nothing compared to the

changes that will come once the Superhospital, in whatever form, gets built on
the Glen Yards. In fact, it has already resulted in a shift of retail outlets and rents.
I recall that when the mega-project was
first realistically touted, the Westmount
Municipal Association (WMA) said that –
next to the forced mergers – the arrival of
the mega-hospital was the most likely
thing to change our city.
Porter marks centenary
So it was interesting to note that the
WMA was inviting Dr. Arthur Porter, chief
executive officer of the McGill University
Health Centre (MUHC) to be the guest
speaker at its Centenary Annual General
Meeting in May.
If the hospital’s potential arrival is
hardly the highlight of Westmount’s last
100 years, then its impact, even in its
downsized form, is certainly going to affect our future – always assuming McGill
overcomes the obstacles.
There was a revealing account in The
Economist last month of what happens
when medical facilities take over a city –
and they are not necessarily for the worse.
Many of the planners of the original

Flower show’s opening reception

Among those invited to the official opening March 19 of Westmount’s 75th annual spring flower show were
a number of community volunteers and newcomers. The reception took place at Victoria Hall where
Councillors George Bowser and Nicole Forbes officiated. From left are: Lee Taylor, Karen Griffin, Anne
McArel, Jim Griffin and Maureen Kiely.

McGill superhospital were inspired by the
medical and commercial success of the
Mayo Clinic. It is world famous despite
being located in a modest city, Rochester,
Minnesota, with a metropolitan population of only about 200,000.
The Economist categorizes the hospitalcity relationship as “Mayo with everything”
and likens it to the 21st-century equivalent
of a 20th-century factory town such as
Flint, Michigan. Its revenue in 2006 approached US$6 billion.
An acquaintance who was a patient at
the Mayo couldn’t praise the medical care
enough, but noted it was “credit card with
everything!”
The Mayo covers more than 300 acres –
about a third of the size of the city of Westmount. Some 30,000 people work there –
50 percent more than our population!
Odds are that every 70th person you meet
on the street will be a medical doctor.
Hotels for visitors
An IBM plant there employs 5,000, but
after that, the next largest economic group
works in the hospitality industry that looks
after the 2.5 million “health-visitors.”
In fact, Rochester has about as many
hotel rooms as Minneapolis, Minnesota’s
biggest city, which is four times larger!
The Economist also points out the success in Ohio of the Cleveland Clinic. That
city is more akin to Montreal with its 3 million area population, so the hospital is less
dominant. Even so, it earned about $4.4
billion, including income from the three
hotels it owns for its visitors.
As Quebec has progressively downsized the MUHC superhospital, it is unlikely to match the activity of the Mayo and
Cleveland clinics. Nevertheless, the
MUHC Glen campus will be enormous.
With the autoroute construction beginning, the impact is already biting at the
residents of St. Raymond, the NDG neighbourhood to the west of the site.
Westmount is escaping much of the potential disruption that would come if
major access points were built on Glen Rd.

and the Claremont-St. Catherine intersection as originally intended.
Given the political sensitivity in Quebec
City to the project, it may become more
than the public-private construction partnership proposed today and a smaller copy
of those rich American clinics.
The present vacant land where some
Westmount Rotarians would like to build
a fitness park may house the “health-visitors” the MUHC would attract.
Whatever happens, Victoria Village inevitably cannot escape the hospital’s arrival. More of Westmount will be hit as the
plan develops. Stand by, grandchildren!
Don Wedge’s e-mail is calert@web.net

Maria
Santini
ROYAL LEPAGE WESTMOUNT
Chartered Real Estate Broker

514.939.9927
CELL 266.9927
FAX 939.5717

OPEN HOUSE SUN. 2-4 PM
4160 Sherbrooke W. #501
Westmount
An elegant building very close to Greene
Ave. North & south exposure. Private
entry from the elevator. Large reception
room with marble floors and marble fireplace. 3 bdrs, 2 baths + powder room.
2 balconies, 2 car garage. Asking
$795,000.

mariasantini@sympatico.ca
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The Inventory:

Condos for sale and brokered rentals in Westmount
The Inventory is content provided by the Westmount Independent, and is compiled from public sources and parties that contact us. To find a brokered property’s listing
agent and additional information, please go to MLS.ca. In addition, both listing agents and agents working with buyers have more information (including the address of
all listed houses) available to them on a private network. If you are a real estate agent or private seller whose property has been overlooked, please write to us at
indie@westmountindependent.com and we will work to include your properties in future editions.
Condos/duplexes for sale
$179,000 3237 St. Antoine St.
$212,000 399 Clarke Ave. 1A
$219,000 3239 St. Antoine St.
$279,000 376 Redfern Ave. #2
$289,000 376 Redfern Ave. #4
$294,600 Address unavailable
$299,000 300 Lansdowne #14
$319,000 376 Redfern Ave. #25
$329,000 376 Redfern Ave. #9
$329,000 3 Westmount Square #411
$339,000 376 Redfern Ave. #19
$339,000 4444 Sherbrooke St. W. #403*
$349,000 3235 St. Antoine
$355,000 2 Westmount Square #601
$359,000 2 Westmount Square #401
$360,000 3 Westmount Square #315
$379,000 466 Victoria Ave.
$389,000 4700 St. Catherine St. #703
$389,000 3241 St. Antoine St. W.
$396,000 43 Bruce Ave.
$399,000 205 Victoria #103
$399,000 399 Clarke Ave. 2E
$439,000 468 Victoria Ave.
$449,000 205 Victoria Ave. #303
$449,000 435 Grosvenor Ave. #2
$449,000 4444 Sherbrooke #502
$463,000 4700 St. Catherine St. W. #709

$469,000 343 Clarke Ave. #4
$489,000 376 Redfern Ave. #11
$489,000 200 Lansdowne Ave. #503
$489,000 Address unavailable
$498,000 Address unavailable
$499,000 Address unavailable
$499,000 Address unavailable
$538,800 Address unavailable
$545,000 4856 St. Catherine St. W.
$558,000 4700 St. Catherine St. W. #208
$561,900 Address unavailable
$571,100 Address unavailable
$579,000 54 Thornhill lower
$599,000 2 Westmount Square #1203
$619,000 3 Church Hill
$619,000 Address unavailable
$629,000 376 Redfern Ave. #6
$639,000 466 Argyle Ave.
$650,000 Address unavailable
$654,000 376 Redfern #23*
$795,000 Address unavailable
$1,150,000 4700 St. Catherine St. W. PH8
$1,375,000 4175 St. Catherine St. W. #1402
$1,575,000 1 Wood Ave. #1205
$1,699,000 227 Clarke Ave.*
$1,950,000 4545 Sherbrooke St.**
* Also for rent.
** Combines residential and commercial flats.

$1,700 376 Redfern #17
$1,740 4800 de Maisonneuve
$1,800 Address unavailable
$1,895 4501 Sherbrooke St. W. 2d
$1,975 Address unavailable
$2,000 or $339,000 4444 Sherbrooke St. W.
#403 **
$2,100 49 Windsor Ave.
$2,200 58 Arlington
$2,250 Address unavailable
$2,400 58a Thornhill Ave.
$2,500 400 Kensington Ave. #301
$2,500 Address unavailable
$2,600 4548 St. Catherine St.
$2,600 447 Prince Albert Ave. #2
$2,650 4175 St. Catherine St. W. #401
$2,900 4654 St. Catherine St. W.
$3,000 386 Olivier Ave.
$3,000 17 Church Hill
$3,000 447 Prince Albert #1
$3,500 Address unavailable
$3,500 75 Columbia Ave.

Brokered Rentals*

A selection of rentals at well-known Westmount buildings at press time. If you are a
landlord and would like to include a listing, please email us at indie@westmount
independent.com on Thursday, April 24 with your available apartments.

$450 339 Victoria Ave. #15
$600 340 Victoria Ave. #16, 17
$695 Address unavailable
$710 Address unavailable
$710 Address unavailable
$720 Address unavailable
$795 200 Kensington Ave. #514
$850 339 Victoria Ave. #18
$875 200 Kensington Ave. #518
$910 Address unavailable
$965 Address unavailable
$1,000 200 Kensington Ave. #618
$1,150 339 Victoria Ave. #9
$1,215 140 Irvine Ave.
$1,220 201 Metcalfe Ave. #327
$1,395 4462 St. Catherine St. W. #2
$1,400 201 Metcalfe Ave. #403
$1,400 Address unavailable

$3,700 529 Lansdowne Ave.
$3,900 17 Winchester Ave.
$4,495 61 Oakland Ave.
$4,500 Address unavailable
$4,700 633 Murray Hill Ave.
$4,800 3764 The Boulevard
$4,800 83 Summit Cr.
$4,950 4175 St. Catherine St. W. #1402
$5,000 Address unavailable
$5,750 611 Lansdowne Ave.
$6,000 or $639,000 376 Redfern #23**
$6,300 456 Mountain
$7,000 or $2,200,000 Address unavailable**
$8,950 or $1,699,000 227 Clarke Ave.**
$11,000 Address unavailable
$12,000 680 Victoria Ave.
$12,000 4760 The Boulevard
$12,500 Address unavailable
$15,000 3657 The Boulevard
$15,000/$2,349,000 65 Belvedere Rd.**
*Dollar figure is rent per month unless stated.
**Also for sale. Second amount is asking sale price.

Unbrokered Rentals:

What they were showing
389 Claremont, 4.5, 5.5, 6.5
418 Claremont/ Le Richelieu, 3.5, 4.5, 5.5, 6.5
4656 Sherbrooke St., Parking
400 Lansdowne, 5.5
4643 Sherbrooke St./Abbey, Full
4557 Sherbrooke St., 3.5, 5.5
4501 Sherbrooke St./The Parkview, 4.5
4326 Sherbrooke St./Chateau Redfern,
6.5 and 5.5
4300 De Maisonneuve, 3.5, 4.5, 5.5
& Penthouse
5 & 7 Park Place, 4.5
50 Academy Road, 4.5
4556 St. Catherine St./Westgrove, 4.5
4560 St. Catherine St., 2.5, 4.5, 5.5

4400 St. Catherine St., 3.5 & Garage spaces
225 Olivier Ave./Olivier House, 1 & 2
Bedroom suites
220 Olivier Ave./Olivier House West, 1 &
2 Bedroom suites
331 Clark Ave./Le Warwick, 3.5, 4.5, 5.5
1 Rosemount Ave./Le Rosemount, 2.5, 3.5,
5.5, 6.5
10 Rosemount Ave./Westmount Terrace,
3.5, 4.5, 5.5
200 Kensington Ave. & 201 Metcalfe/
Westmount Place, 1.5, 2.5, 3.5, 4.5, 5.5
239 Kensington Ave./Manoir Heather, Full
250 Kensington Ave./Westmount Manor, 6.5
216-222 Redfern Ave./Redfern Court, 4.5, 6.5

Meldrum The Mover Inc.
6645 Sherbrooke St. West
Tel: 514 481-1122 • Fax: 514 488-5305
Email: info@meldrumthemover.com
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Introducing Guy Dufort, federal Conservative nominee:
ing morning to find out his views on several topics, including the marked absence
of Conservative representation in the riding’s history. The fact that the Conservatives had not been in power in this riding
for half a century was not lost on Dufort,
who commented that 50 years ago this
March on the heels of St. Patrick’s Day, the
last Conservative elected in the old riding
of St. Antoine-Westmount was an Irishman, Ross Webster.
Here is an extract from our interview
with Dufort.
Background
WI: Tell me about yourself. Where were
you born, where do you now live?
GD: I was born in Montreal. My
mother’s side has Abenaki blood, and the
French side of my family has been in
Boucherville since its creation in 1678. I
lived in Ottawa for 10 years when I went
to open an office for Heenan Blaikie. Since
this January, my main port of call is now
Montreal. I still have a secondary office in
Ottawa, but I spend most of my time in
Montreal. I don’t have plans to move to the
island of Montreal right now. Don’t forget
I have had an office in the riding since
1969. I have been working here. And I
was educated as well in the riding…I used
to play touch football in Murray Park!
WI: I imagine you are quite busy with
your law career and politics. Not that these
aren’t fun, but what do you do for leisure?
GD: I do a lot of fly fishing, white water
canoeing and a little golf when I have
time. My two children are now lawyers,
and I am a new grandfather. My daughter
works for the Crown as a lawyer in Ottawa,
and my son works for unions in Montreal.
They’re both over 30 years old. I see them
at least once or twice a week. Apart from
that, I do read a lot, and one of my hobbies
has always been politics.
WI: Have you always been a large “c”
conservative?
GD: Yes, I have. Large “c” and small “c”
as well. There are all sorts of reasons. I am
attached to the institutions. They’ve been
set up in the past and have evolved. It
doesn’t mean that things cannot be improved, but to change things overnight, to
do drastic changes, is always risky in the
sense that if you start changing things erratically, people lose their compass … I am
very optimistic about the new generation.
They are setting up their own values, but
it’s going to take time.
Quebec politics
WI: You say one of the reasons you decided to run was ‘the Prime Minister’s motion recognizing that the Québécois form

a nation.’ Could you elaborate?
sider partition. To me, a province is a with that is not the solution. We need peoGD: That’s interesting because that was whole as well as Canada is a whole and ple working on the ground, grassroots
one of the resolutions that Mr. Garneau should not be divided. That is very clear to people who know the problems of the in[Liberal candidate for the Westmount-Ville me. If we start discussing partition even dividuals. For instance we have La Maison
Marie riding] supported in the last federal before there is a possibility of separation, du Père and the Salvation Army in the riding.
election. He was a proponent of that, we are wasting our time.
If they need more fundwhich I understand because esing, that’s something we
sentially it’s mine as well.
have to look at. But one
There is some kind of
thing that really needs to be
love/hate relationship between
done is that these people
the Liberals and Quebec in that
who are presently homeless
they have always refused in the
become, eventually, aupast to recognize the fact that
tonomous. That involves
Quebec constitutes a nation. The
not only money, but educaConservatives were the first party
tion and promotion of a
to do so formally, and the conseself-sufficiency.
quences of that is very simple. It
Another problem we
goes back to Canadian nationalhave in the riding is affordism, as well as Quebec or provinable housing. Rents are incial nationalism.
creasing at a substantial
We have a need for a recognirate, and people who have
tion of our rights in the province
been living in the riding for
of Quebec as a province. Any
years will be forced to move
party that wants to centralize deout, and that attacks the socision-making power in Ottawa
cial fabric of the riding.
goes against provincial autonomy.
Yes, we have to make
Provincial autonomy, if you look
sure we get through central
at the constitution, as it was enhousing – there are some
acted, is the essential base of a
programs. But we need to
confederation.
get involved with the muAnd if you look at the way the
nicipal and the provincial
Conservatives are now dealing
governments, and the will
with the provinces, there is now a
is there at the federal level.
lot more respect for provincial juWI: Are these issues as
risdictions. Even in cases where
much of a concern for
the federal government wants to
Westmount constituents?
intervene in elements that deal
Guy Dufort, Conservative Party’s candidate for Westmount-Ville Marie.
GD: To me, I would be
with joint or provincial jurisdicWe should tell the people in the representing the entire riding. Don’t fortion, the tendency now is to do it in a partnership. And partnerships are great in the province of Quebec, and any other get whatever problems exist in Ville Marie
sense that you do recognize that other province for that matter, what are the ad- could have an overflow in Westmount. As
provinces have the same need for auton- vantages of federalism, rather than raise to Westmount proper, the housing probscarecrow tactics that say ‘sovereigntists lem exists there – affordable housing.
omy.
Alberta is the best example of that. If are bad people’, ‘they want to kill our coun- Overall, I am very sure that Westmount
you look at the positions that Alberta has try’ and so on. That’s not the way to do it. people would be really concerned about
taken over the last 10 years, it’s very simi- People will remain and want to remain in the orientation of our economy.
lar, if not identical, in certain cases to what Canada in a federation if they see the adMacro economics
Quebec has done, and there is some kind vantages.
WI: In your opinion, is the high dollar
of alliance (excuse the word!) between
Riding issues
(and the high cost of oil) a threat to manQuebec and Alberta in terms of provincial
WI: What is the Conservative party’s ufacturing in the east? And are you conautonomy. The consequences of recognizing Quebec as a nation is simply to recog- position on some of the issues facing the cerned about the US mortgage crisis
creeping into Canada?
nize the fact that Quebec is the main Westmount-Ville Marie riding?
GD: I am not too concerned about the
GD: There are urban problems that
government representing a majority of
French-speaking people in North America, exist in Westmount-Ville Marie. Home- mortgage crisis overflowing into Canada. I
but has obligations towards the English- lessness is an increasing problem, and am concerned (and I was concerned about
speaking minorities. That is what a Que- what did the Liberal government do to this five or six years ago) that when the dolbec nation is in my view. It’s not a counteract that? Nothing. What is the fed- lar was low compared to US dollar, comquestion of being a Québécois de souche, eral Conservative party doing now? They panies were making profits, and they
are entering into partnership initiatives declared dividends when part of those
not at all.
WI: Where do you stand on the parti- with local organizations to deal with profits should have been reinvested in protion of Quebec into Canadian and Quebec homeless people ... The Ville Marie sector ductivity-oriented investments like new
is a place where we have the most home- machinery and educating their people to
portions in the event of separation?
GD: I am not running federally to con- less people. To have civil servants dealing increase productivity – that should have
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Partnerships are key to the future
been done at the time. When the dollar in- from that, because 30 percent don’t have
creased substantially and rapidly 16 to pay income tax. But they all have to pay
months ago, they said they were taken by GST. Reduce it, and everyone benefits.
surprise – it did go fast, but they should
WI: What are you most proud of as a
have seen it coming way back.
minority government?
What we have to do at the federal govGD: I am very proud of the fact that
ernment level, and the provincial govern- we’ve been able to govern the country for
ment as well, is to make sure there are more than two years. And whether people
incentives for companies to invest in ma- realize it or not, there have been comprochinery, education, training that
mises with the other parties. What
will go towards increasing proI am proud of as well is the productivity and maintaining a rela- I am proud of grams, the partnerships we’ve
tive competitiveness across the the fact that been able to implement with the
world.
we’ve been able provinces. It’s a great new attiWI: Prime Minister Harper to govern for tude, a decentralized approach to
lowered the GST in late 2007.
Canada.
more than
Why bring down GST? Don’t
The fiscal imbalance is another
two years.
most conservatives like conissue I am proud of. I go back to
sumption taxes? And why
Mr. Martin’s plan to reduce the
haven’t income taxes been touched?
debt, the deficit over the years. When the
GD: Don’t forget the GST was enacted Conservative government was taken out of
by the Conservatives, and their reason at office in 1993, the contribution of the fedthe time was to help reduce the deficit – [it eral government to the province of Quewas said] at the time, if the deficit is under bec was in the area of 23 percent. After
control, we can start reducing the GST. three years of the Liberal government, it
That was done. Why reduce GST rather went down to 15 percent. It means that the
than income tax? If you reduce income tax, deficit [reduction] was not as a conse30 percent of Canadians will not benefit quence of the federal government cutting

down its operation, it really was done on
the backs of the provinces. Now the contribution level is up to more than 23 percent. I am proud of that aspect, not only
for Quebec but for the other provinces.
The environment and more
WI: Prime Minister Harper’s government has been given mixed reviews on its
approach to environmental issues. What
is your personal vision?
GD: My view on climate change ... is
that it’s really something people will have
to deal with at all [government] levels. It’s
a big mistake to say that the federal government is the only one responsible to
deal with it. It would also be a big mistake
to say provincial governments have to deal
with it on their own.
We need a total change in terms of education and social consciousness ... Municipalities and boroughs have to come up
with their own action plan which will have
to involve each household ... if it means in
certain cases they will have to pay an additional cost for their garbage, so be it. It
doesn’t have to be overnight. It has to be
done in an incremental way, in a progres-

sive manner.
WI: Anything else you would like to
cover that would be of interest to Westmounters?
GD: I would like to emphasize the fact
we have three universities in the riding.
Universities are usually the best element
of research and development. R&D in the
States has been the main thrust of their
economy – they come up with all sorts of
new solutions, new technologies and so
on. And they invest massively with universities for R&D. In Canada, we’re lagging behind substantially. We have
something here that could be a substantial
element of our growth if we invest massively in R&D and provide universities
with such grants and subsidies to do that
kind of research that will eventually spin
off in companies.
The best example of that in Canada was
the research done by the University of Waterloo and the spin-off was the Blackberry
technology. If we multiply that in Canada,
we would be able to go head to head with
the Americans and Europeans because of
our productivity growth.
Kristin McNeill

Wine: What’s In Store...

Fantastic wine… How do we get it?
By Carola Price
There have been countless occasions when a customer on the sommelier
side of my business oohs
and aahs over a wine on
my list only to be told that
they can’t buy it at the
SAQ. The look of sheer
disappointment on my customers’ faces
tells the sad tale of what we call private importation.
Old stand-bys and new short-cuts
The SAQ introduces hundreds of wines
during the year to feel out the market.
However, when the wines fail in sales
terms, they are yanked off the shelves,
never to be seen again by those who actually liked them.
Wine representatives, working for both
the SAQ and restaurants, are constantly
searching the globe for new wines that can
filter their way into our market. When they
come across something remarkable with a
good price point for profit, they give their
restaurant customers a tasting.
The restaurants are in turn able to offer

these new wines to their customers who
can enjoy trying something new and unavailable. Representatives do the paper
work and take on all the headaches of importing wine into a controlled market.
This is great, especially when something
you’ve enjoyed on your travels suddenly
pops up on a wine list at your local resto.
And now the fun begins
There is another window on the world
for Quebec’s wine drinkers. Every two
years, the SAQ hosts a huge show called
The Salon des Vins at the Palais de Congres. With over 1,200 products to taste,
there are many wines that won’t be on
SAQ shelves any time soon and the public
is able to buy them at the show! Now you
can find wines you like, order them with
the representative servicing the booth and
pick them up on your way out. If the exclusivity isn’t enough, there are also extremely informative wine seminars given
for free at the back of the hall. The line-ups
can be long, so arrive early for the ones
that really interest you.
Enjoy the show, spit if you can, and if
you see me, don’t be afraid to tell me how
informative you find my articles!

Hours of the show are Thursday, March
27 from 4 pm to 9 pm, Friday from 2 pm
to 9 pm, Saturday from 12 noon to 9 pm
and Sunday from 12 noon to 5 pm.
Chardonnay, Fleur du Cap, South
Africa. SAQ#00340406. $14.45
This white is dry and fruity with
lovely hints of spice and a buttery
mouthfeel. It is well balanced and
medium to heavy bodied with oak
ever-present but not too overdone. This is
a great match with salmon, grilled chicken
and warm vegetable salad with herbs and
olive oil. Cheeses like Brie and Oka will
round out the wine beautifully. SAQ availability at press time: 155 Atwater, Atwater
Market, Pepsi Forum and Victoria
Cabernet-Sauvignon Organico,
Errazuriz, Chile. SAQ#10694392.
$22.75
Chile always amazes me for its
continuing value of really good wine.
This dry and tannic red is no exception. With all the cab components of cassis
and vanilla, it also has a slightly vegetal
nose and a full mouth. For those that are
following the trends, this is an organic
wine but, as always, contains some sulfites. This is wine meant for roast beef and

grilled lamb or polenta with rabbit ragout.
Cheeses that match are Epoisses, aged
cheddar, and Saint André.
SAQ availability at press time: 155 Atwater and Victoria.
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Westmount Profile: Gabrielle Soskin

Living a theatre dream
By Laureen Sweeney

G

abrielle Soskin’s upcoming solo
performances of Juliet, Cleopatra
and other Shakespearean women
could be said to embody all aspects of her
45-year theatrical career as an actor, artistic director and educator.
It’s a career during which she has ignited a passion for the stage in numerous
students through after-school drama
classes at Roslyn, two decades of teaching
at John Abbott College and the founding
of Persephone Productions, a theatre company she created to provide work opportunities for emerging anglophone theatre
artists.
“We should be proud of our English
theatre and culture, celebrate it and value
what we have to offer,” she says.
And it’s to that end, as a fundraiser for
Persephone, that Soskin is embarking on
her one-woman performances called The
Loves of Shakespeare’s Women.
“What better way to raise money for
Persephone than to get out there and perform myself?” she says.

dreamed of acting as she did even from
her earliest days on a farm in Toddington,
Bedfordshire during World War II. “My
passion was always with music, dance and
art.”
In retrospect, “I was too young and
highly strung at the time to benefit as
much from my training at Bristol Old Vic
as I would now. I very soon discovered that
although gifted in acting, I did not possess
that kind of inner drive or calling that actors, musicians and the Tiger Woods of
the world need to overcome failed auditions and succeed. So I decided to take
teachers’ training and began teaching
drama in London.”

Trained at Old Vic
Trained at England’s Old Vic Theatre
School and steeped in British drama,
Soskin will perform three times: April 3 at
8 pm at Centre Greene; on April 9 at Griffin House – the McAuslan cabaret centre
on St. Ambroise St. in St. Henri – and a
third time April 16 in Quebec City at
Champlain-St. Lawrence College.
And whether Soskin transforms herself
into one of Shakespeare’s women or simply lives as the “Gabby” many of her old
friends call her, a similar headstrong and
somewhat rebellious personality shines
through.
Moving from acting into teaching,
Soskin’s entrepreneurial and risk-taking
spirit led her to Canada for a fresh start.
She soon settled in Westmount.
“I began to grow in better soil,” she
says, “and I began a most marvellous
teaching career.”

Roslyn drama ‘serendipity’
Some of her happiest days were teaching creative drama for Roslyn’s Home &
School Association during the 1970s. “It
was almost a serendipity experience. Children love acting because it’s all about
make-believe.”
But it was while teaching in John Abbott’s professional theatre program from
1975 to 2003 that Soskin began evolving
into directing. “Discovering my new abilities was a turning point.” An experimental
production of an adaptation of Anna
Karenina led to the realization of her
dream: to found and operate her own a
theatre company.
She obtained a not-for-profit registration and so began Persephone Productions.
Despite receiving five Montreal English
Critics Circle Awards (MECCAs), Soskin
has been discovering the challenges that
small independent theatre companies face
in obtaining funding grants that typically
go to the larger established theatres.
“The local community has been generous to Persephone. But to grow and produce more than one production a year, we
need to be on a more stable financial footing rather than depending so heavily on
ticket revenue.” (This year’s production in
November of Othello will take place at the
McCord Museum.)

Raised family in Westmount
It is also here that she met her husband, Ray Busbridge, and where they have
raised their children: Matthew, who will be
attending business school at Western, and
Annabel, who is studying psychology and
international relations at UBC.
Interestingly, Soskin says, neither child

Taking up piano and yoga
Soskin is also in the throes of preparing for her Secondary V piano exam from
the McGill Conservatory of Music. “In another life, I would like to be an amateur pianist,” she says. Growing up playing
violin, she only began piano lessons 15
years ago wondering if she “sustain the

Gabrielle Soskin rehearses at home on Somerville Ave. for her upcoming Persephone fundraisers. She’ll
wear a red dress (see p. 1) specially designed by Jean-Yves Lacasse whose Westmount boutique is on
Sherbrooke St.

rigorous discipline.” Taking up yoga has
helped.
Meanwhile, her many students and
friends will be able to attend her upcoming performances by reserving tickets at

514.481.1327. “They’re a collection of
Shakespearean monologues interspersed
with anecdotes of my life,” she says.
And of those, she certainly has many.

Centre for Training & Development

Discover Dawson

Register now for evening and weekend courses

Spring/Summer COURSES OFFERED IN:
2008
• Animation
OPENING HOURS:
Monday – Friday
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
For a complete
listing of our courses,
workshops and new
offerings, please
visit our website:

www.dawson
college.qc.ca/ctd
Tel: (514) 933-0047
Fax: (514) 937-3832
ctd@dawsoncollege.qc.ca

• Arts, Music and Drama
Drawing, Painting, Singing,
Scriptwriting for Holliwood,
Creative Writing, etc.
• Business
Small Business, Simply
Accounting, etc.
• Computer-aided Design
AutoCad, Inventor, etc.
• Computer Basics &
Office Applications
Word, Excel,
PowerPoint, etc.

• Languages
English, French, Chinese,
Japanese, Spanish,
German, Italian, Greek.
• Multimedia and
Web Design
Web Design, llustrator,
PhotoShop, Flash, etc.
• Photography
• Workshops
Fundraising, Travel and
Wedding Photography, The
Magic of Light and Shadow,
Event Planning, etc.

4001 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West
Suite 2G.1
Montreal QC H3Z 3G4

Direct Access

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – March 26, 2008 – 11

Centre Greene’s pied piper on hiatus
Ben Griffin will be taking a break from
his role as Centre Greene’s Tumbling Tots
animator. The popular Centre Greene
program (Tuesdays and Thursdays from
9:30 am to 11 am) will
have to do without its ace
musician as he embarks
on an eight-week stage
necessary for his education degree. His last prestage performance was
March 20.
Griffin has been playing music for children for
17 of his 29 years, including 10 at Centre Greene,
“[Tumbling Tots] is a social network for parents.

They can have coffee and take a break. The
kids can be independent [in the gym].”
Griffin is no stranger to performing: he
has two bands (the Echo Hunters and
Good Time Charlie) that play at Irish pubs
around town. He also hosts the downtown
Olde Orchard’s Wednesday singer-songwriter night.
Griffin was also one of the top 40 contestants during a recent season of Canadian Idol. He is light-hearted about these
two experiences, “Playing for kids and
doing Canadian Idol sure make you lose
your street cred.”
During Griffin’s absence Centre
Greene co-ordinator Anna Johansson will
put a contingency plan into action. Someone will be setting up for Tumbling Tots

WMA invites
MUHC chief to
centenary AGM
Dr. Henry Olders, president of the
Westmount Municipal Association, has invited Dr. Arthur Porter, chief executive officer of the McGill University Health
Centre, to be the guest speaker at this
year’s annual general meeting. The event
marks the centenary of the WMA and
takes place on May 5 in Victoria Hall.

Ben Griffin with his fan base.

and parents will be filling in for Griffin.
Nevertheless, Johansson good-naturedly
expects a “mutiny” over his absence. She

Rotary announces garage sale date
The Rotary Club of Westmount garage
sale chairman Sandy Highet announced
recently that this year’s auction will be
held on Friday, June 6 and the garage sale
on Saturday, June 7. This event is the
club’s main fundraising event.
Rotarians have been picking up items
from homes since last summer and will
move them in to the Westmount arena
during the week before the sale.
All funds raised will be used on Rotary
community, national and international
projects. Rotary has been in active in the

DOWNTOWN
Linton Apts, 1509 Sherbrooke W,
Apt. 83, rare 8th floor unit with
south west exposure. Extra large 1
bedroom, c/a, 1 car garage, beautiful views. New price $419,000.

Groupe Sutton
Centre O.

933-5800
245 Victoria Westmount #20

Classified
Looking for data entry 10 to 15
hours a week for billing, payables,
deposits, checks, filing … Excel,
Simply Accounting a plus. 514.
397.8833 x121.

Lovely family
home. Great
location for
schools, parks &
transportation.

Danielle Boulay

514-915-5025

city for over 75 years.
For more information, or to arrange a
pickup, call the club at 514.935.3344 or
email info@rotarywestmount.org.

588
Lansdowne
Avenue
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Call me in
total confidentiality

Making your
dreams happen.

assured the Independent that what was visible in the photo above is a “small crowd”
by Tumbling Tots standards.

$875,000.

600 Grosvenor

BARBARA BOURKE • 514-871-8710

933-5800
245 Victoria Westmount #20

Groupe Sutton – Centre Ouest Inc. – Chartered Real Estate Broker
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TRUST. REACH. RESULTS.
BRIAN, TIMOTHY, JOAN McGUIGAN
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www.McGuiganPepin.com

AGENTS IMMOBILIERS AGRÉÉS / CHARTERED REAL ESTATE AGENTS

Notre Dame de Grâce. Beautiful and spacious condo, 2
bedrooms, open concept large living room/dining room,
large closets and storage, western exposure, back balcony to bbq, wood floors and parking, walking distance to
Vendome metro. Asking $225,000
Photos: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1394541

St Henri. Loft Sherwill. Spacious master bdr with walk-in
cc. Mezzanine off lvr and dnr. 12.5 ft ceilings, large windows. Living area has a separate office space off kitchen
and dining room. Walk to market, metro, all services.
Asking $279,000
Virtual tour: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1368870

Notre Dame de Grâce. Charming and bright lower coop. Two bedrooms, open living room/dining room, eat-in
kitchen, finished renovated basement, wood work, gorgeous garden, garage. Close to all services, transportation, residential neighbourhood. Asking $289,000
Virtual tour: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1421719

Le Sud Ouest. Great loft with wall to wall windows and
city views. 11-ft ceilings, originals beams, brick wall. Huge
windows on this corner unit, over looking the canal, bike
path, walk to Old Mtl, downtown. Garage, gym locker.
Asking $299,000
Photos: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1407510

NDG. Rare find! Architecturally interesting 50’s gem!
Quality renovated, very bright, contemporary 3 brd+den,
deluxe custom kitchen. This unique, efficient home sits
on a 5000 sf lot/mature per. gdn, great street, schools,
parks and commuter train. Asking $442,000
Virtual tour: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1413003

Westmount. Cozy English style cottage renovated with
taste, on quiet cul de sac, 3 bedrooms + MBDR+++,
wood floor, fire place, playroom, bedroom + bathroom in
basement. Extended kitchen w/dinette, pkg for one car.
Asking $575,000
Photos: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1395608

Montreal West. A gem! Prime location, 1st time on the
market in 23 years this det. Payne-built house is loaded
with comfort, charm, woodwork and space. Lovingly maintained and updated. 2.5 storey, 4+1 bdrm, cozy and high
bsmt family room, 2 bath, gar, sunrm/mud entry, private
garden. Asking $679,000
Virtual tour: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1421750

Westmount. Beautiful duplex in lower Westmount, steps
to Greene Ave. In both units 3 bedrooms, finished basements, independent parking, outdoor area and balconies.
Upper unit has been upgraded. Stone walls, wood floor.
Asking $685,000
Virtual tour: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1342727

Westmount. Heritage s/d house in A1 location – the flatsteps from Westmount Park, and every amenity. Ten-foot
ceilings with ornate moldings, skylight, newer windows,
playroom. 4+1 bedrooms, large eat-in kitchen. Ext. parking for 3 cars. Ideal for large family. Asking $999,000
Photos: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1410550

514-937-8383
Exclusive broker for Westmount

