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‘Significant’ development reported

October 2, 2018

Team Ian riders join Callard’s Cedars fundraiser

MTQ could fund 100%
of highway sound barrier
from Greene to Glen
By Laureen Sweeney
After three decades, there appears to be
a breakthrough in the saga of a sound barrier to reduce sound from the highway on
Westmount’s southern border.
Mayor Christina Smith was expected to
announce at the council meeting, Tuesday,
October 2 (after press time), that the Quebec ministry of Transport (MTQ) is now
open to the possibility of a sound barrier
on the falaise between the railway tracks
and highway, for which it would pay 100
percent of the long stretch from Glen Rd.
to Greene and 50 percent of the portion
from Greene to Atwater.

“It’s a significant development,” she
said. “It wouldn’t be on the new highway
(136), as we were asking, but along the
falaise.”
She said if the sound barrier cannot be
part of the new highway, whose construction is now well under way, a feasibility
study would be required to determine
whether putting it along the falaise would
reduce sound levels or reflect noise from
the trains back to Westmount residents.
While the city might be “on the hook
for 50 percent” of the Atwater-Greene portion, she said, “it would be much less than
the city funding half the
continued on p. 3
entire portion.”

From left, Dr. Igor Jurisica, Westmounters Alex Gieysztor, Greg Dunning and Willem Westenberg, and
Guy Melhuish and David Wiggins in Montebello on September 22. There was no Team Ian charity
ride this year, but these former participants – and John Van Toch (not pictured), the father of event’s
namesake, the late Ian Van Toch – joined the second annual Cedars Ride for Hope and Gratitude,
organized by Rob Callard, owner of Chez Nick on Greene Ave. See p. 18 for more coverage.
Photo courtesy of W. Westenberg.

Payne, Hunter return

Max
Castle

City hires back two well-known retirees
By Laureen Sweeney
General Dentist

City council at its September 17 meeting hired two well-known retirees to fill interim vacancies: Steve Payne at Public Security and Mike Hunter at Public Works.
Payne, who retired September 21, 2017
after close to 33 years on the job, has become interim assistant director for Public
Security, replacing Kimberley Colquhoun
on 12 months of maternity and parental
leave, according to a resolution adopted at
the meeting. He served in the same posi-
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tion during her first leave of absence (see
story September 26, 2017, p. 3). His appointment is retroactive to July 29.
Hunter, who retired as roads and parks
superintendent at the end of 2014, now replaces Réjean Binette, who is on sick leave
for an undetermined period. The appointment is retroactive to September 7.
Hunter was a high-profile person in the
preparation of the outdoor rinks and park
activities. He had been with the city 30
years, starting out in Prince Albert Park
(see December 9, 2014).
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RE/MAX ACTION INC.
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ON THE FLATS!

$2,250,000 466 Ch. de la Côte-St-Antoine – Westmount

FULLY FURNISHED 3 BEDS

RENOVATED LOWER DUPLEX

NE
W

REVISED PRICE

FEATURED PROPERTY WITH POOL!

4892 Av. Westmount – Westmount
$1,690,000

NEW 3+2 BEDS

221 4e Avenue – Lasalle
$635,000

315 Av. Olivier – Westmount
$4000/mo

PERFECT TURNKEY CONDO!

5589 Ch. de la Côte-St-Luc
Côte-des-Neiges – $650,000

5460 Av. Notre-Dame-de-Grâce
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce – $1,195,000

LUXURY AT THE ACADIA

1227 Rue Sherbrooke apt. 24 – Ville-Marie
$1,695,000

$4,250,000 or $22,000/mo

FULLY RENOVATED

NE
W

425 Av. Wood – Westmount

REAL ESTATE AGENCY

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

5420 Av. Doherty – Notre-Dame-de-Grâce
$619,000

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY

3940 Ch. de la Côte-des-Neiges apt B22
Ville-Marie – $998,000
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A view of some of the land between the CP railway tracks and the 720/136 highway, looking east from
the Public Works yards on September 29. In the centre of the photo, the clear sound barrier at the end
of Abbott is visible as a white wall.
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Sound barrier, cont’d. from p. 1
The new development comes following
a recent meeting between the MTQ and

Letters & photos to the editor, p. 6
Classifieds, p. 19
Westmount Historical
Association lecture (parks), p. 19
Social Notes
(Charles Bronfman), p. 21
Dodge on June
real estate transfers, p. 14
Westmount Page, p. 17

city director general Benoit Hurtubise and
Martin St-Jean, Legal Services director.
Mayor Smith said she did not know
whether the MTQ’s new position is a result of the city’s legal action or other efforts. She said she had recently raised the
issue at a meeting with Premier Philippe
Couillard.
Meanwhile, she said, the city continues
its legal action against the MTQ for a
sound barrier along the new highway at
provincial government expense (see story
September 18, p. 1).
Landscaping of the greenspace along
Prospect will continue, Smith said (see
story September 25, p. 4).

New in Westmount!

LATIN DANCE CLASS

55"
OLED

by Yulia Zaka
• adults, ladies single
Sun: 11h00 – 12h15
• kids (6-15 y.o.)
Sun: 12h30 – 13h45

4055 St. Catherine West
(at Wood Ave.), suite 129, H3Z 3JB

514-369-4692
yulia.dance27@gmail.com

FEATURED WESTMOUNT PROPERTY

Real Estate Brokers
Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest
Real Estate Agency
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323 REDFERN JUST LISTED! 1st time on the market in 44 years! This phenomenally large 5+1 bedroom home with garage + garden is ready for
the next family to make it their own and start making memories. From the soaring ceiling height, to the gorgeous wood paneled dining room,
the features of this home will exceed your expectations! OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS!! $2,195,000

Jill Prévost 514-591-0804 Jennifer Radowitz 514-242-7819

For more listings visit WWW.JILLANDJENREALTY.COM
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DISTINGUISHED RESIDENCES
INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$13,500,000

$8,995,000

$7,500,000

$6,998,000

$6,800,000

9 Place Braeside, Westmount

4299 Montrose, Westmount

621 Clarke, Westmount

64 St-Sulpice, Westmount

Westmount Exclusive

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$6,499,000

$5,580,000

$4,980,000

$4,495,000

$4,395,000

16 Bellevue, Westmount

3261 Cedar, Westmount

91 Summit Crescent, Westmount

3218 Cedar, Westmount

70 Church Hill, Westmount

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$3,850,000

$3,800,000

$3,650,000

$3,198,000

$3,195,000

56 Summit Circle, Westmount

3054 St-Sulpice, Westmount

155 Brock S., Montréal-Ouest

31 Oakland, Westmount

765 Lexington, Westmount

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$2,898,000

$2,599,000

$2,498,000

$2,395,000

$2,198,000

23 Oakland, Westmount

3074 St-Sulpice, Westmount Adj.

4874 Westmount Ave, Westmount

1532 Pins O., Downtown

3018 Ch. de Breslay, Westmount Adj.

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$2,195,000

$2,175,000

$1,995,000

$1,795,000

$1,698,000

390 Prince Albert, Westmount

3033 Ch. de Breslay, Westmount Adj.

3010 Ch. de Breslay, Westmount Adj.

3080 Trafalgar, Westmount Adj.

424 Wood, Westmount

JOSEPHMONTANARO.COM
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R E A L ESTAT E B RO K E R | B.ARC H

PRESTIGIOUS CONDOMINIUMS
INTRODUCING | PENTHOUSE

$4,395,000

$3,599,000

$3,395,000

$2,750,000

$2,495,000

Château Westmount Square, Westmount

The Ritz-Carlton, Downtown

Sir Robert Peel, Downtown

1415 Ave des Pins O., Downtown

635 Rue St-Maurice, Downtown

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$2,349,000

$1,450,000

$1,425,000

$699,000

$299,000

Le 215 Redfern, Westmount

Glen Eagles, Downtown

Château, Downtown

Southam Lofts, Downtown

Port Royal, Downtown

RECENT SIGNIFICANT SALES
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

ACCEPTED OFFER

$2,195,000*
Aberdeen, Westmount

Ave des Pins O., Downtown

Elm, Westmount

Upper Belmont, Westmount

Aldred, Hampstead

ACCEPTED OFFER

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

ACCEPTED OFFER

$599,000*

$1,880,000*
2 Brisach, Lorraine

Summit Circle, Westmount

St-Alexandre, Downtown

514.660.3050

Wood, Westmount

1130 Rue Beauchamp, Sainte-Adèle

SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA
Independently owned & operated. Real estate agency. *Listed Price
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Letters to the Editor
Cycling is good for
everyone, let’s encourage it
I am commenting on Annette Pankrac’s letter of August 28 (p. 8) regarding
cyclists and their level of social-menaceness and general freeloading.
First of all, I both ride a bicycle in the
summer (commuting to work) and drive a
car occasionally, so I think I can see both
sides of the story. I also note there are just
as many jerks on the car-driving side as
there are on the bicycle riding side. I agree
that a few cyclists ruin it for everyone by
ignoring the law and/or being belligerent.
Believe me, as a cyclist I despise these people just as much as you do.
I’d like to point out a few things
though. By riding a bicycle instead of driving or taking transit, cyclists are taking a
load off the road, reducing their carbon
footprint and reducing demands on transit. We are also getting exercise, meaning
we are likely to be less of a drain on the
health system in the long run.
As for freeloading, “cyclists pay no taxes
like cars or trucks do.... and pay no fee to
use a bicycle path.” Well, this is news to
me, as about 40 percent of my income
goes to taxes in some form. What is this
“fee” you are implying is paid by motorists? Road maintenance comes from
general revenue, not some special tax that
drivers are paying. Are you referring to gas
taxes? If so, a little bit of poking around on
the internet will reveal the amount of
money from gas taxes that goes to road
maintenance is about $50 a year for an average driver. So, it is actually cyclists (very
light users of the road) who subsidize

motorists, not the other way around.
Finally, “most do not even have a bicycle licence.” I’d say all cyclists do not have
a bicycle licence, as there is no such thing,
and studies have shown that licensing bicyclists only serves to discourage cycling
(thus reducing all the benefits to society already outlined).
Sean Lewkiw, Winchester Ave.

Where’s the bike study?
I drive along Côte St. Antoine Rd. and
Westmount Ave. frequently. On both these
streets, one-way bike paths have been created. I rarely see any cyclists on these
paths except for cyclists travelling the
wrong way on Côte St. Antoine. As I recall
it, the city was supposed to survey bike
traffic on these routes. To the best of my
knowledge, the results of this survey have
never been made public. This situation is
an accident waiting to happen.
Tim Carsley, Barat Rd.
Editor’s note: The city did present some
data in late 2016. Please see our November
8, 2016 p. 1 story: “Bike route trial to continue next year, city tells crowded public
meeting.” – DP

Proud to live in Westmount
We have just bought a house on Dorchester Blvd. One day as we arrived at the
house, which is under renovation, the
garage wall was tagged!
We called Westmount security for a
complaint and this morning when we arrived a big surprise was there waiting for
us. The wall had entirely been cleaned by
the city of Westmount. All for free.
Please find pictures of before and after.
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We are very proud to live in a city that
takes care of its residents.
Geraldine Lerchthuillier,
Dorchester Blvd.

Don’t put away benches
in winter – put out more
It won’t be long before the city of Westmount’s cranes begin hoisting benches
from various intersections and lugging
them off to the shed for the winter.
A sad spectacle for seniors, and the halt
and the lame of all ages, as they contemplate the struggles through ice, snow and
scathing gusts as they wobble through
their daily chores.
“Too cold to sit on a bench,” you say.
For the seniors or the benches?
As an octogenerian, I invoke the old
baseball maxim, to wit, “The first thing to
go are the legs.” Any old geezer labouring
homeward with a heavy load of groceries
will concur.
One day last winter, as I inched along
St. Catherine St., I was hoping they’d left
those two benches at the corner of Greene
Ave. Dream on! Leaning against a brick
wall, to no avail, a concerned passer-by
asked if I needed help.
“Not yet,” I lied.
I discovered years ago that no matter
what the prevailing weather, a sit-down for
a couple of minutes would recharge the
batteries enough to get home – or at least
the next bench.
So instead of moving them, how about
more benches? I’m sure the budget could
withstand the expense.
Tim Burke, St. Catherine St.

Over-punned
Overheard at Westmount Square: Dogs
can’t operate MRI scanners, but catscan.
Overheard at National: Turning vegan
would be a big missed steak.
Overheard in a taxi: Forget world
peace... visualize using your turn signal.
Overheard at Metro: Ban pre-shredded
cheese. Make America grate again.
Overheard at Ben & Tournesol: My

mood ring is missing and I don’t know
how I feel about that.
Overheard at Westmount High School:
Crushing pop cans is soda pressing.
Annette Pankrac, Lansdowne. Ave.

When will the AGIL
report be released?
What happened to the promised public
release of the AGIL report, the consultant's planning vision for the southeast redevelopment, a major issue in last year's
election? Mayor Smith committed to do
this on several occasions. As noted in the
August 14 Independent, the report was expected to be tabled July 3 but then delayed
till August 6. It was again not tabled at the
September council meeting and we now
have no release date.
Perhaps council has changed its mind.
What does it not want Westmount residents to see? If council is aiming to recreate the distrust, cynicism and rancour we
saw last year with regard to the southeast
project, it is succeeding.
On the other hand, if council is still determined as promised during the election
campaign to build civic trust and engagement through better communication and
openness, then it should delay no longer
and release the AGIL report. Westmount
residents must have confidence in the integrity of our urban planning.
Denis Biro, Burton Ave.

Is it time to consider robot
electoral candidates?
All the current excitement associated
with artificial intelligence, especially the
pre-eminence of Montreal in this challenging and potentially hugely lucrative
field, got me thinking about the possibility of having robots rather than human
candidates represent our political parties
in elections.
The actual trigger for this idea was an
article that appeared in the Montreal
Gazette entitled “Have a drink with the
world’s first robot bartender,” R1-B1, who
“serves up drinks, does a little song and
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dance and offers up some psychiatric
counselling in French and English.” Is that
so far removed from the activities of many
political candidates – a little backslapping,
a pretend interest in your issues, programmed answers, in French and English?
Think about some of the wonderful
things robots can already do – serve meals
and perform household tasks, execute
complicated surgery, play chess, build cars
and best of all – do vacuuming!
Before dismissing this idea, think about the benefits to the system. The robots
could be produced at low cost in China
and programmed here with the specific
party platform and an assortment of standard responses to voters’ questions, in any
number of languages. Some background
information about neighbourhood concerns could be sprinkled in so voters
would think they are actually getting a
local candidate. Monetary savings would
be significant.
From the parties’ point of view, there
would be no embarrassing pronouncements or Facebook posts in a robot’s past
requiring elaborate backpedalling or a candidate’s withdrawal, and – best of all – they
could all be counted on to vote as one for
the party line!
Voters would likely never notice the difference.
Mavis Young, Melville Ave.

Announced last week

Pickleball just opened as
a regular season’s program
By Laureen Sweeney
The drop-in pickleball activity piloted
over the summer at the Westmount recreation centre turned out to be so successful
that the city decided just last week to provide it as a regular fall-winter program, ac-

Back in May, Councillor Mary Gallery hits a
pickleball while her partner Françoise Roux
readies for her return.
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Your local Westmount garage for the past 25 years

Book
your tire
change
now!

Convenient location
● Better-thandealer pricing

Yes, we service all makes & models
Yes, our services respect your new vehicle warranty,
including complete service programs
Yes, we offer limo service for pick-ups and drop-offs
Yes, you can drop your vehicle off
& bus/Metro/walk to work
BEST
SERVICE
AWARD

514 933-8556

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc.
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4
corner Grosvenor

Professional mechanical & body shop

cording to operations manager Andrew
Maislin at Sports and Recreation.
“It’s rare that we start an activity after
the start of the season,” he said, “but it was
so popular over the summer, and we’ve
had so much demand, that we managed to
secure time at Westmount High School.”
This is where the city runs its adult indoors soccer program as well as badminton.
Pickleball will take place Tuesday evenings from 7:30 to 9 pm, for which the
usual registration is required on the city’s
system or through assistance at the WRC
office. It is restricted to the first 30 who
apply at a cost of $75 for the season, October 15 to April 4.
Three courts will be available, allowing
for 12 to play at a time on a rotating or
round robin basis. While it’s open to those
aged 18 years and over “for now,” Maislin
said, “we might include it in the youth program, depending on how it goes this season.”
Pickleball, a cross between ping pong
and badminton, is the latest craze sweeping North America (see story May 22, p. 1).

Five great
reasons to try
Le Frame Shoppe:
1) Our emphasis is on customer
service and design expertise
2) We have the largest frame and
mat selection in the area
3) Our head framer has over 40 years of experience
4) We offer on-site consultations,
There is
estimates and turnkey service
time like no
present t the
5) Our services are trusted by many
o
about pre think
sents.
design professionals as well as
The holid
ays are
Air Canada and the MUHC
comin

F

g. Com
by soon! e

LE FRAME SHOPPE
ENCADREMENT

318A Victoria Ave. (just north of de Maisonneuve) h3z 2m8
514-369-2633 – www.leframeshoppe.com
Tuesday to Friday 10 am – 6 pm, and Saturdays 10 am – 5 pm
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Atwater lunchtime series kicks off

Safdie critical of China’s direction
By Martin C. Barry

Good living comes with
age. Why not retire in perfect
elegance and ultimate comfort? Our caring staff will
tend to all your needs 24
hours every single day.
Please call us regarding our
affordable rentals:

The Atwater Library had a full house in
its upstairs auditorium on September 6
for the opening lecture of its autumn 2018
lunchtime series. Gabriel Safdie, a writer,
photographer, global businessman and
Wood Ave. resident, gave a presentation
on some of his experiences in China. He
hopes to turn them into a book.
A former professor of creative writing
and literature at Dawson College, Safdie,
77, had the opportunity to visit China on
numerous occasions annually for around
35 years after he took the reins at his family’s Montreal-based textile import business, Safdie & Co. He retired from the
firm three years ago.
Since first travelling to China during
the 1980s, Safdie was able to witness its
transformation from a nation still under
the influence of the communist Cultural
Revolution into a country where capitalist
principles were adopted and a businessbased economy was allowed to develop.
“It’s a country of extraordinary history
and culture, and it has a very wonderful
people – great sense of humour, great
sense of life,” he said, while adding he

Seen here on September 6 at the Atwater Library, Gabriel Safdie is currently working on a book based on his experiences travelling in China over a period of about 35 years.

finds it unfortunate that the people of
China are so thoroughly dominated by
their current government.
Safdie traced the beginning of China’s
transformation from a communistic society into one driven to a larger extent by
market economy principles to Deng Xiaoping, who took over China’s leadership
following the death in 1976 of Chairman
Mao Tse Tung, who was the founding
father of the People’s Republic of China.
“I want to say that was a turning point
in China’s history,” said Sadfie, noting that
while the country’s economy has flourished, democracy hasn’t under the totalitarian control of the Chinese Communist
Party, which has violently suppressed all
attempts to democratize the country, the
most notable being the Tiananmen
Square protests in 1989.
While urbanization and economic development might appear to be improving
the quality of life in China, Safdie pointed
out that large-scale demolitions in cities
are driving a significant portion of the

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261

urban population back to the countryside
– although it was the workers themselves
who initially built and maintained the
cities.
According to Safdie, the cost of internal
security in China exceeds what the country
budgets for its military and national defence needs. As well, he said the property
rights of individuals are not well established in China today – especially for the
lower classes – and there is a lack of social
welfare.
Judging the “morale” of the new China
against “the glitter of extreme consumerism and hyped-up commercial culture,” he
said there is a lack of spiritual faith and social consciousness, as well as an obsession
with money and those who have amassed
wealth.
Although he has no plans for a return
visit to China, Safdie acknowledged that
he would probably no longer be welcomed
there by the authorities because of his
highly critical views on them.

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales
We Provide
Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

Homme
Men

Femme Enfants
Women Children

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072
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Hiroshima saplings take root in Westmount, NDG
“Jesus of Nazareth taught the example
of trees to teach people how to behave to
one another,” Whitehouse told a gathering
of supporters before the planting of the
first tree at Dawson College. He suggested
that escalating inhumanity is leading to
mutual self-destruction. “We now need to
care for these little trees,” he said. “Humanity and nature living in peace. We can
and we must.”
Rabbi Lisa Grushcow, spiritual leader
of the temple, recounted an anecdote involving trees befitting the occasion. “A

Roman was riding along and passed a Jew
– an old man planting a tree,” she said.
“And he said to him, ‘Old man, do you
think that you will live to see this tree bear
fruit?’”
She continued, “The old man looked
up from his labour and he said, ‘Just as my
ancestors planted for me, so too do I plant
for my descendants.’ What we do today, I
think, is very much in the spirit of that
story of connection through time and
through space in the spirit of vulnerability and resilience and hope.”

Bunny Berke
R E A L

E STAT E

B R O K E R

bberke@profusion.globa l

5 1 4. 347.1 928
Rabbi Lisa Grushcow of Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom plants one of the ginkgo biloba trees in the
temple’s front lawn on September 21.

By Martin C. Barry
Representatives of four different communities – three of them in Westmount –
took part in a unique planting ceremony
on September 21 – the International Day
of Peace.
Four young saplings of a ginkgo biloba
tree that survived the dropping of the
atomic bomb on Hiroshima in 1945 were
planted in the Peace Garden at Dawson
College, on the lawn outside Temple
Emanu-El-Beth Sholom on Sherbrooke
St., on the grounds of Westmount Park
United Church on de Maisonneuve Blvd.
and outside the Unitarian Church of Montreal in NDG on de Maisonneuve.
The saplings were grown from seeds
provided by the Green Legacy Hiroshima
Initiative. Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sho-

lom, Westmount Park Church and the
Unitarian Church of Montreal are members of an inter-faith peace association
known as the GLH Montreal Peace Group.
In pouring rain at times, the saplings
were planted at each of the sites. Rev. Neil
Whitehouse, pastor of Westmount Park
Church, recounted that after the bombing
of Hiroshima people thought their trees
were dead, but they sprouted leaves that
were the first signs of life in the bomb
zone, giving people a desperately needed
sign of hope that life would be restored.
The seeds of those trees now grow in
Westmount and in Montreal. The peace
group plans to use the planted trees as
symbols of the importance of hope in the
face of threats, while also helping to ensure biodiversity and a healthy environment for young people in the future.

Profusion Realty inc. Real Estate agency

W EST M O U NT

|

RE NF RE W

$ 2 ,6 49,0 0 0

Unique and elegant residence with 4+1 bedrooms and 3+1 bathrooms. Charming
architectural details and cross-hall plan surround a circular hallway, excellent for
entertaining. Spacious kitchen overlooking beautiful terrace. Garage. MLS 26387339
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Afraid of monsters under the bed?

Renaud’s new book has the solution
By Laureen Sweeney
It’s been an exciting period for Westmount children’s author Anne Renaud.
Not only does she have three new book
releases – two in French and another in
English – but she also has been chosen as
a finalist in the 2018 Canadian Jewish Literary Awards for her book Fania’s Heart, a
story about young Holocaust women at
Auschwitz.
“I’m very humbled,” she said, “also surprised because I didn’t know about these
awards that aren’t geared to children’s
writers.” It was her publisher who nominated the book that tells of a heart greeting card belonging to one of the concentration camp survivors (see story March
20, p. 6).
In a completely different tenor, her
newest picture book storyline is one geared to all kids scared of monsters under the
bed, as her niece once was, she said.
The solution is revealed at the end
of the book called La Super invention de
Florence Labelle-Binette. Published in
French August 8 pending the sale of
English rights, the book is expected soon

at the children’s department of the Westmount Public Library, targetting ages 5 to
8, including French immersion students.
“Inspired by my sister’s experience,”
Renaud says, “this is the story of Florence,
who wants to be a great inventor. Her first
attempts are unsuccessful until she hears
her younger brother talking about the
monsters that hide under his bed.”
Florence finds a used spray bottle in
her family’s recycle bin, fills it with water
and some of her mother’s lavender bath
fragrance and sprays it in her brother’s
room. Suddenly, there are no more monsters: Florence has made her first fabulous
invention.
Renaud says her own sister sprayed “so
much of it in her daughter’s room that you
nearly wiped out when you went in!”
Renaud originally wrote the story in
English under the working title of Fiona’s
Fabulous Invention, but found little interest from publishers until she wrote it in
French, when it was purchased by Dominique et Compagnie.
Wispy, colourful illustrations by Catherine Petit fill the pages.
Renaud’s two other new picture books

– in English and French – also target the
age 5-8 reader. They relate the story she
published five years ago for older children
about the eight-foot “giantess” Anna Swan
(see story July 9, 2013, p. 15).
“This is a completely new book (illustrated by Marie Lafrance),” she explained.
When the original one was nominated for
a Silver Birch award, Renaud was approached by Kids Can Press and asked if
she would be interested in writing the
story for younger children in keeping with
a trend toward picture-book biographies.
The English and French versions are
called The True Tale of a Giantess (released
September 4) and La Vraie histoire d’une
géante (released September 24).
Their publication is now very timely
given the release of the 2017 movie on
P. T. Barnum, The Greatest Showman, she
explained. Anna Swan, a Nova Scotia
woman, was featured at his American
Museum in New York, billed as “the tallest
girl in the world.”
Renaud, a prolific writer, is executive
assistant to the mayor of Westmount at
city hall.

Prolific author Anne Renaud talks about her
three new books September 24.

EXPANSION OF AESTHETICS II
GRAPHIC WORKS FROM THE MODERN & POSTMODERN ERA
SEPTEMBER 20 – OCTOBER 20, 2018

Fontainbleau

ANTONI TAPIES

(Blainville – Rosemere)

JEAN-PAUL
RIOPELLE

SAM FRANCIS

Palatial Mountain Top
minutes
Mansion. from(15MONTREAL)
Facing South. View of the
Montreal skyline surrounded
by a forest and stream.
Roman style gardens,
with statues & fountains.
“Reduced” price of $1,695,000
Centris#15542961 (virtual tour)
Please call for more information:

Jacques McDonagh
514-730-4511

ZAO WOU-KI

PIERRE
ALECHINSKY

JEAN-PAUL
RIOPELLE

ZAO WOU-KI

Works of other artists:
ALFRED PELLAN, GUIDO MOLINARI, KAREL APPEL, MARINO MARINI , JAMES BROWN

HAN

ART

4209 SAINTE-CATHERINE ST. WEST, WESTMOUNT (corner of Greene Ave.)
T: 514-876-9278 WWW.HANARTGALLERY.COM
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Charles
Pearo

But don’t expect hammocks anytime soon!

‘Nordic’ features could find way into library
This time, the Montreal-area librarians
and library students visited public and
university libraries in both large and small
communities in the two countries.
Some required hour-long bus rides between them, but even the small communities had huge libraries, some of them
award-winners.
The visits began with the national
library in Copenhagen, dating to 1648,
which also serves as the
University of Copen- continued on p. 18

Ph.D.

Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you!

HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

(left) Hammocks seen at the University Library of Roskilde, Denmark, May 29. This very visible signage (right) was at the Herning Public Library in Herning, Denmark, seen June 1.
Photos courtesy of Julie-Anne Cardella.

By Laureen Sweeney
Keep an eye out for some new ideas
and programming features at Westmount
Public Library following a two-week intensive tour by director Julie-Anne Cardella to some 20 libraries in Denmark and
Sweden.
Organized by the University of Montreal over May and June, Cardella attended
the course on her own time and at her
own expense, returning to share some of
her findings from the public and university libraries visited.
Many had soft music playing, furnishing that included hammocks, cafés serving health food where people came to
meet and chat as well as integrated courtyards and gardens – all aimed at creating
a welcoming environment that reflects living a balanced life, she said.
“The library is the social hub of the
community, the meeting place. It’s called
a public living room. It’s like a covered
urban plaza. People really spend time
there. It’s the Scandinavian mindset that
everyone can congregate at the library and
that reading is vital to empowerment.
“One of the things I found absolutely
astonishing,” Cardella added, “is that every
resident owns a library card. It’s important
to have. The library is the most visited cul-

tural institution.”
She said all had this common feeling of
welcoming and “hygge,” a Danish word for
a special lifestyle feeling of coziness and
conviviality, similarly “lagom” in Swedish.
Cardella also noted how signage in
public libraries “was very different from
ours. They were all oversized with very
bright colours…very user friendly. Also,
there were plants and cut flowers in every
public library. It looked lovely.”
As to what ideas might enhance Westmount’s public library – itself considered
to be the best-used city facility – Cardella
suggested: “I might try out some music,
perhaps for the first hour of the morning.”
As for the hammocks, “I’m not there yet!”
Program for dads and their kids
Another of her takeaways was a program she found to be particularly applicable here: a story time in the late afternoon
for dads and their children.
It’s a feature considered important to
families to help fathers on paternity leave,
for example, and because it allows a working mother to come home at the end of the
day and have an hour to herself to unwind
and relax before making dinner.
Cardella said a similar tour of libraries
in other countries is provided by the University of Montreal every couple of years.

INTRODUCING

$1,450,000

$524,500

495 Viger West, apt. 2102, Quartier International
3-bedroom unit with 2-car indoor garage.

90 Des Sœurs-Grises, apt. 705, Old Montreal
Excellent for investment, occupied by a tenant.

ACCEPTED OFFER

$5,000/mo

$775,000*

1 McGill, apt. 1005, Old Montreal
Spectacular 3-bedroom corner unit for rent.

1 McGill, apt. 514, Old Montreal
2-bedroom condo with water views.

Patricia Lallier
Certified real estate broker

514.239.1898 | patricialallier.com
SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA
Real estate agency. Independently owned and operated.
*Listed price

SUSAN RANSEN JEFFREY NADLER

514.815.5105
Real Estate Broker

514.815.2313

Residential Real Estate Broker

$1,499,000

sransen@profusion.global jnadler@profusion.global
1303 Greene Ave, suite 500, Westmount
Profusion Realty inc • Real Estate Agency

Sold in 8 days

Westmount | 708 Grosvenor

Introducing

Westmount | 645 Victoria
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LUXURY REAL ESTATE HAS A NAME:

MARIIEYVON
NNE
PAINT
A T

MYP
PAINT.CA

514 933 5888

ROYAL LE PAG E H E R ITAG E R E A L E S TATE AG EN C Y I N D EP EN D ENTLY OWN ED AN D O P ER ATED
MAR I E -Y VO N N E PAI NT - C HA RTER ED R E AL E S TATE B RO K ER : N O 1 ROYA L LEPAG E C AN ADA , 20 0 5 (I N D IV.) N O 1 ROYA L LEPAG E Q U ÉB EC 2017, 201 6 , 201 5 , 2012 , 201 1 , 201 0, 20 0 8 , 20 07, 20 0 6 , 20 0 5 , 20 0 4 , 20 03 , 20 02 , 20 01
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A SELECTION OF OUR FINE PROPERTIES

WA
AT
TERFRONT EST
TA
ATE

3 PROPERTIES

MOD
DERN WA
AT
TERFRONT

INFINITY POOL

CH. SENNEVILLE, SENNEVILLE
$9,90
00,000

C SENNEVILLE, SENNEVILLE
CH.
$8,900,000

BREA
AT
THAKING VIEW

BACKING ONTO MONT-RO
OY
YA
Y
AL

AV UPPER-BELLEVUE,
AV.
UPPER BELLEVUE WESTMOUNT
$4,900,000

AV CEDAR,
A
AV.
CEDAR WESTMOUNT ADJ
ADJ.
$4,588,000

SOUTH EAST PENTH
HOUSE

2 TERRACES

“LE 1200 OUEST”, DOWNTOWN

$2,55
50,000

CORNER UNIT

WA
AT
TER VIEW

“HERITAGE”, OLD PORT
$1,895,000

SOUT
TH WEST PENTHOUSE

2 TERRACES

“LE 1200 OUEST”, DOWNTOWN

$2,450,000

PENTHOUSE

MOUNT
TA
AIN VIEW

AV. CLARK, PLATEAU MONT-ROYA
YAL
$1,195,000

WESTMO
OUNT ICON

AV. CEDAR, WESTMOUNT
$8,50
00,000

DOUBLE GARAGE
G

LARGE POOL

SUMMIT CR
CR., WESTMOUNT
$3,798,000

HISTORIC HOME

WA
AT
TERFRONT

RUE CHERRIER, ÎLE-BIZARD

$2,25
50,000

RECENTL
LY
Y RENOV
VA
AT
A
TED

TWO STOREYS

“FORT DE LA MONTAGNE”, WSTMT ADJ.
$88
85,000

STONE MANSION

W
WA
ATERFRONT
ONT

AV
V. CLAREMONT, POINTE-CLAIRE
LAIRE
$5,200,000

DOUBLE CORNER LOT

RUE FINCHLEY
Y, HAMPSTEA
HAMPSTEAD
AD
$2,985,000

WA
W
ATERFRONT

LARGE POO
OL

BOUL. TOUPIN, AHUNTSIC
C
$2,195,000

PENTHOUSE

2 CAR GARAGE

RUE GOSFORD, OLD PORT
$635,000
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June transfers: ‘family month’
Real Estate
Andy Dodge,
CRA (Ret.)
Note: The following article relates to the registration of deeds of sale for Westmount property in June 2018 gleaned from non-city
sources. A list of sales can be found at the right.
June has often been considered “family month” in the Westmount real estate
market, when families whose kids have
finished school relocate to another city or
district of Montreal, buying or selling their
family home with time to prepare for the
upcoming school year. It is usually the
peak month in terms of closing deals that
have been negotiated during the springtime. This year appears to be no exception.
Seventeen residential sales were signed
in the month, relatively low volume in
terms of June transfers in Westmount, but
the highest monthly volume of sales since
last October. Prices ranged from just over
$1 million to just under $3 million; it is
hard to find anything more than a condominium or share of a duplex in Westmount for less than $1 million these days,
but this is only the second month (including last April) in the past year when no
sale prices cleared $3 million. The June
list includes three transfers between $2
and $3 million, seven between $1,500,000
and $2,000,000, and six between $1 million and $1,500,000.
The lowest price involved 338 Elm Ave.,
which was snapped up quickly when it
came on the market in early April, selling

for $1,075,000, only 7.5 percent above tax
value. Highest price was 635 Carleton
Ave.’s $2,980,000, for a detached house
that had been on the market more than
eight months before a price was agreed to
last February.
The average price of the 17 residential
sales was $1,682,706, the lowest average
price since January, but the sale prices
were 24.5 percent higher than municipal
valuations, on average, the second-highest
monthly mark-up since the 2017 valuation
roll came into effect a year and a half ago.
Only one sale came in at less than valuation and that was only 0.5 percent less —
for 372 Kitchener Ave. — while mark-ups
ranged to 50 percent for the lovely detached home at 310 Roslyn Ave.
Condos blossoming
Westmount’s condominium market
was busy in June as well, with sales registered for five apartments and two converted duplex flats. These almost double the
tally for the second quarter of 2018, which
ended up with 15 sales of condos priced
between $325,000 and $1,575,000, and
mark-ups ranging from 3.2 percent and
69.1 percent, the latter involving 1 Church
Hill, which brought $1,300,000 in June.
The average mark-up in the quarter was
21.7 percent, boosting the average for the
year to 13.9 percent, still lower than the average for one- and two-family dwellings,
which, for the year, sits at 21.1 percent.
Thus it might be said that interest in condos is beginning to blossom.
Other sales in June include one madeover townhouse at 4606
St. Catherine St., describ- continued on p. 15

635 Carleton, Highest price, $2,980,000

Bought & Sold – real estate transfers
in June 2018, and others
Address
55 Aberdeen
635 Carleton
3225 Cedar
365 Clarke
100 Columbia
600 Côte St. Antoine
4392 de Maisonneuve
338 Elm
372 Kitchener
310 Lansdowne
575 Lansdowne
417 Mount Stephen
547 Prince Albert
310 Roslyn
482 Strathcona
3182 The Boulevard
3754 The Boulevard

Price
$2,375,000
$2,980,000
$1,680,000
$1,675,000
$1,245,000
$1,190,000
$1,600,000
$1,075,000
$1,590,000
$1,186,000
$1,510,000
$1,290,000
$1,245,000
$2,700,000
$1,900,000
$1,515,000
$1,850,000

2017 Val
$2,191,400
$2,324,000
$1,359,400
$1,271,700
$918,800
$1,110,900
$1,081,200
$999,700
$1,598,600
$1,016,300
$1,373,800
$1,022,000
$904,700
$1,799,600
$1,660,200
$1,082,400
$1,262,400

CONDOMINIUMS
399 Clarke #6B
4500 de Maisonneuve #41
4855 de Maisonneuve #502
200 Lansdowne #807
215 Redfern #109
23 Burton
1 Church Hill

$610,000
$458,000
$590,000
$1,002,500
$840,000
$562,500
$1,300,000

$439,500
$374,000¹
$421,800
$954,600²
$691,000³
$497,600
$768,800

38.8%
22.5%
39.9%
5.0%
21.6%
13.0%
69.1%

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
4606 St. Catherine

$890,000

$841,600

5.8%

SHARE SALES
17-19 Chesterfield, 10.5%

$427,500

$204,960⁴

¹Valuation is a combination of $360,300 for the apartment, $13,700 for one garage space.
²Valuation is a combination of $875,000 for the apartment, $39,800 for each of two garages.
³Valuation is a combination of $607,900 for the apartment, $83,100 for one garage space.
⁴Occupancy of 19 Chesterfield. Valuation is 10.5% of $1,952,000.

338 Elm Ave., Lowest price, $1,075,000

Ratio (%)
8.4%
28.2%
23.6%
31.7%
35.5%
7.1%
48.0%
7.5%
-0.5%
16.7%
9.9%
26.2%
37.6%
50.0%
14.4%
40.0%
46.5%

108.6%
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ed in the valuation roll as a “medical clinic,” and the flat at 19 Chesterfield Ave.
which is part of the small co-owned apartment building at 17-19 Chesterfield. The

unit had sold back in 2016 for $180,000, so
June’s price of $427,500 most likely includes substantial renovation over the past
two years.

310 Roslyn Ave., biggest mark-up, 50.0%

WESTMOUNT ǀ Elm | $1,895,000

514.6
603.9870

Elegant, fully renovated 2 bedrooms 3+1 bathrooms row house in one of the most sought-after streets
in Westmount. This charming home has the perfect layout for entertaining, including a magniﬁcent
kitchen with dinette, opening on the back terrace, and 2 parking spots in the driveway. Steps away
from Greene shopping and groceries, metro, schools. Centris# 26129780
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Police Report

Bike-path cyclist walks away after
going through taxi’s rear window
By Martin C. Barry
A bicyclist who collided violently with a
taxi at the corner of de Maisonneuve Blvd.
and Wood Ave. around 8 am on September 4 didn’t suffer significant injuries and
was able to walk away, even though the impact shattered the vehicle’s rear window.
According to a police account of the incident, the cyclist was making his way
west along the de Maisonneuve bike path
when the taxi was making a left turn onto
Wood from de Maisonneuve.
However, before the taxi’s driver could
complete the turn, he had to wait for a cyclist heading east on the bike path to go
through the intersection. The cyclist heading west, not realizing this, slammed into
the back of the car.
“He actually went through the rear window,” said Montreal Police Station 12 community relations officer Stéphan Laperrière, describing the force of the impact.
“The cyclist got injured, but never lost
consciousness,” he said.
No charges were made to either side involved in the accident. Laperrière said the
cyclist, who maintained he was not seriously injured, declined an offer to be
transported to the hospital. As for the state
of the bicycle after all this, “minor damages actually,” Laperrière added.
Police: Choose tradespeople carefully
A burglary that police believe may have
been committed at a Metcalfe Ave. dwelling during a one-week period between late
August and early September when the
owners were away offers a lesson on the
risks of allowing tradespeople you are not
familiar with unrestricted access.
“The owner of this house on Metcalfe
hired somebody to do some plumbing
work,” said Laperrière, adding that the

RONDA BLY

Estate & Moving Sales
CERTIFIED APPRAISER
MEMBER OF THE
CANADIAN PERSONAL PROPERTY
APPRAISERS GROUP
EXPERT EVALUATIONS
FULL PROFESSIONAL SETUPS
COMPLETE CLEANUP AVAILABLE

WE BUY CANADIAN PAINTINGS
CONTACT: 514 236-4159

WWW.RONDABLY.COM

SETTING THE STANDARD
IN ESTATE SALES SINCE 1998

plumber in question had been referred by
a friend.
According to Laperrière, before the
plumber came by to do the job, he was
provided by the owner with a way to get
into the dwelling (which the police report
didn’t specify), although the work ended
up not being done.
When the dwelling occupant returned,
he noticed that two bicycles stored inside,
worth around $1,000 each, were missing.
Laperrière said the incident remains
under investigation. The plumber has not
been ruled out as a suspect.
“It could be this person, it might not be
– we don’t know,” he said. “An investigation is being done to find out.”
He offered the following advice: “We do
recommend that if you do have someone
come into your house to do some work, to
have someone present so that you don’t do
things just on faith.” He suggested it
might be safer to hire tradespeople with
established credentials, rather than relying
on word of mouth.
Backpack swiped
An upper Westmount resident who left
the rear hatch of her vehicle open on
September 13 while moving groceries
from the curb into the house may have
had a backpack containing valuables
snatched by a watchful and very quick
thief.
“She had gone from the grocery
straight home,” Laperrière said. “Her bag
was inside the vehicle, too. And while
doing the back-and-forth, someone might
have come by and grabbed the bag with
her personal effects in it.”
Three hit-and-runs
On September 11 around 6:20 am, a
Ferrari that was parked on Holton Ave.
suffered light damage to the driver side
rear bumper after a Honda SUV collided
with it while backing up.
Sometime between 8 pm on September
14 and 2 pm the following day, a Subaru
Outback parked on Prince Albert Ave.
near the corner of Winchester Ave. was
damaged lightly on its rear driver-side
bumper by a passing vehicle.
And on September 19 around 9:30 pm,
a driver who was being inattentive while
making his way along Lewis Ave. south of
St. Catherine St. collided with another vehicle moving in the same direction.
“There was just minor damage – there’s
no mention of any injuries,” said Laperrière, citing the police report.
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Visitez le westmount.org/ewestmou
unt pour vous
abonner et recevve
ez les dernières nouvelles de votre
Ville par courriel!

Prochaine
e séance du conseil

Next Coun
ncil Meeting

le lund
di 5 novembre

Monday, No
N vember 5

Club de lecture en
n français

French Book Club

Le lundi 15 octobre, 13 h, Bibliothèque. Oeuvre
de Serge Bouchard. Animé
A
par Gisèle Magny.
y.
514 989-5299.

HÔTEL DE VILLE

COMMUNITY EVENT
TS

Nouvelle interdiction de fumer dans les
parcs et espaces verts de We
Westtmount
Une interdiction de fumer dans les paarcs et espaces
verts publics est entrée en vigueur le
e 8 septembre.
L'équipe de la Sécurité publique effecctue une
Léquipe
campagne de sensibilisation au courss du mois de
septembre. westmoun
nt.org
BIBLIOTHÈQUE

Inscriptions aux activités d'au
utomne
Pour inscrire votre enfan
nt, présen
ntez-vo
ous au comptoir
des enfan
nts avec sa carrte de bibliothèque. westlib.org.

Appel de candidature : Comitéé de la
bibliothèque publique
Le conseil municipal cherche à combleer deux
postes vacan
ntts au sein du comité de laa bibliothèque
publique. Nommés pour trois ans, les candidats
c
retenus devron
nt offrir leur temps et leu
urs
compétences de façon bénévole dans le but d’aider le
comité à remplir son mandaat. Veuillez soumettre une
lettre de motivvaation avan
nt le lundi 15 oc
octobre 2018
par écrit à l’attention de Madame Juliee-Anne Cardella,
Directrice, Bibliothèque publique de Westmoun
nt.
514 989-5429.

Atelier de poésie avec Ann Lloyd
Le mercredi 3 octobre, 10 h 15, Biblio
othèque.
Le Groupe de poésie de Westmoun
nt co
ompose des
poèmes à parrtir de thèmes proposés par
p les membres.
Bienvenue à touss.. 514 989-5299.

Conférences de 14 heures
Le mercredi 3 octobre, 14 h, Biblioth
hèque. Louise
Thibault, Doccteure en nutrition. Mang
ger pour garder
un cerrvveau jeune. Billets requis. 514 98
989-5299.
9
9

Club de films documentaires
Le mercredi 3 octobre, 19 h, Biblioth
hèque. Ex Libris
(2017) de Frederick Wiseman. Discussio
on animée par
Katherine Kasirer, bibliothécaire , ONF. 514
5 989-5299.

ÉVÉNEMENTS COMMUNAUT
C
TA
AIRES

Conférences-mid
di
Le mardi 16 octobre,, 12 h 30, Vicctoria Hall. Quebec’s
Dark Secret ave
vec Joann
na Goodman. En collaboration
ave
vec le
l Cercle
C l canadie
dien des
d femmes
f
de
d Mon
ntréal.
é l
10 $/conférence. 514 989-5265.
9

C
CITY
HALL

Afternoon Lecture Series

Ne
ew ban on smoking in Westmou
unt's
pa
arks and green spaces
on

.

Gallery at Victoria Halll: exhibition

Galerie du Victoriia Hall : exposition
Du 27 septembre au 26 octobre.
c
La galerie est fière
de présen
nter les œuvres des arrtistes Mary Marrtha Guy
et Gabrielle P
Piilot. Veneez rencon
ntrer les artistes et la
commissaire Vicctoria LeBlanc
L
le mardi 2 octobre à
19 h. 514 989-5226.

Rencontres d'auteurs
Le mercredi 17 octob
bre, 19 h, Bibliothèque.
L’auteure Claire Holdeen Rothman présen
ntera son livre
Lear’s Shadow: A Noveel. Billets requis. 514 989-5299.

LIBRARY

Reg
e istration for fall activities
.

Author Lecture Seriess

.

Call
a for Candidates: Public Library
Committ
o
ee
Concert: La Compagnie baroque
Mont-Royal

Concert : La Compagnie baroque
Mont-Royal
Le samedi 20 octobr
c
e, 19 h 30, Victoria Hall.
Volez, am
amours et pla
aiissirs, mettan
nt en vedette la
musique du compositeur français Jean-Philippe
Rameau. Billets : 20 $. 514 989-5226.

Conférence : Trea
asures for our Children:
Jewish Foodways for the 21st Centurryy
Le dimanche 28 octo
c obre, 15 h, Victoria Hall.
Joignez-vous à l’auteu
ur primé Joan Nathan, à
l’historienne de l’alimeen
ntation Lara Rabinovitch et à
l’auteur et vedette de la télévision Daphna
p
Rabinovitch
pour une discussion animée
a
sur l’évolution de la
nourriture juive de génération en génération. Animée
par la journaliste Susan Schwartz. En collaboration
a
avec
l’Université McGill. Graatuit.
Pour s‘inscrire : westm
moun
nt.org/jewishfoodways
ys.
514 989-5226.

Conference: Treasuress for our Children:
Jewish Foodways for the
t 21st Century

Poetr
o y Wo
orkshop with Ann Lloyd

2 O’clock Lecture Series

Do
ocumentary Film Club
PUBLIC WORKS

TRA
AV
VAUX PUBLICS

Hazardous Waste Colllection
Childr
h en's ESL Book Club

Club de lecture – anglais languee seconde
p
Le jjeudi 4 octobre,
c
16 h, Bibliothèqu
q e. 7 ans et
et plus.
Viens discuter de livres choisis spécialement pour toi
qui commence à apprendre l’anglais co
omme langue
seconde. Rencon
ntres une fois par mois.. 514 989-5229.

Robotics animé par Engineeius
Le samedi 13 octobre,
c
14 h, Bibliothèq
quee. 8 ans et
plus. Inscription requisee.. 514 989-5229.

e

witth other k

actic

ills. This

Collecte des résid
dus dangereux
Le samedi 6 octobre
e, 9 h à 17 h, stationnemen
nt
de la Bibliothèque. Venez déposer vos restes de
peintures, de solvvaantts, de pesticides, vo
vos piles, etc.
Les appareils électroniques et vêtements usagés
son
nt ramassés la mêm
me journée. 514 989-5390.

inscrivez-vous | sig
gn up:
p westm
moun
nt.org
g/ewestmoun
nt

-

Robotics
o
hosted by Engineeius

514 989-5200 t we
westmoun
ntt.org

.
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32 riders raise $107k at second Hope and Gratitude ride

Rob Callard, the owner of the Chez Nick restaurant on Greene Ave., founded the Cedars Ride for Hope and Gratitude last year and organized its second rendition, held over the September 21-23 weekend in
Montebello. At the event, 32 riders rode either 75 or 140 km, and together raised over $107,000 as of last week. See also p. 1 for coverage.
Photo courtesy of Rob Callard.

VENTILATION
EXPERTS

ALL TYPES OF
ROOFING and
RENOVATIONS

BELGRAVE
ENTERPRISES
• Shingles • Asphalt & Gravel
• Slate • Membrane
• Brickwork • Tuck Pointing
• Chimneys
• Sheet Metal Work
• Copper • Skylights
• Brick Wall & Chimney
Repairs & Rebuilds
Professional Roof Inspections
written reports with photos

Ice & Snow Removal
Senior Discount

FREE
ESTIMATES
Member of APCHQ

GUARANTEED
WORK
RBQ # 8261-4496-02

www.belgraveroofing.ca
514-932-7772

Library, cont’d. from p. 11
hagen’s library, and the 1999 Black Diamond extension. In all, it is one of the
largest libraries in the world containing
some 35.4 million items (this compares
with 4 million reported in Quebec’s Grand
Bibliothèque in Montreal and close to
200,000 at Westmount).
“The libraries were all expecting us, so
we got to see back-end offices and cataloguing,” Cardella said.
Every public library had its garden
“where the interior space was connected
to the landscape,” she explained, adding
that “I hope when our greenhouses are refurbished, we’ll have a bit more activity in

WOOD
FINISHING
ON-SITE SERVICE

•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.:

scratches, water marks, worn surfaces

•Polishing and
Staining
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodﬁnishingmontreal.com

our courtyard.”
No air conditioning
One feature Cardella certainly missed,
however, was air conditioning, “We were
there during an unusual heat wave of 30
degrees. It was so hot. I don’t know how
anyone managed to work in that heat!”
But being northern countries, she noted, they rarely experience such weather.
As well, because darkness closes in early
during many months, the libraries made
the most of natural light from large windows.
All public libraries are state funded, she
pointed out, noting the countries’ differ-

ent economic structure where people are
highly taxed but receive most services free.
Because the tour started out in Denmark, Cardella’s recollections of certain libraries are stronger there than in Sweden,
she said. By the time they reached Sweden, they had already visited so many,
which all provided the same welcoming
environment, philosophy and types of
amenities.
Among her takeaways, however, was
the way in which Westmount’s library was
itself quickly becoming a centre for community and cultural events and like those
in Denmark and Sweden offering much
more to residents than books.

Are you
having trouble
keeping up with your
payroll, DAS, GST and
other paperwork?
Do you have corporate or
personal income tax that needs
submitting? Let me take care of the
books, so you can take care of your business.

Bookkeep-it

Bookkeeping, backoffice
& consulting services

Lena Papadam

514-799-9866
info@bookkeepit.ca
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Lorne Huston

WHA season opener:
‘Westmount Parks and Open Spaces’

BOUCHERIE WESTMOUNT
5207 Sherbrooke St.W.
(1 block east of Northcliffe)
est.
Tel: 514.481.1811 2002

Superior Quality
The fall lecture series of the Westmount Historical Association began on
September 20 with a full house in the
Westmount Room of Westmount Public
Library. The theme this season is “Westmount parks and gardens over the years.”
The lead speaker in this series was Dr.
Ron Williams, former head of the School
of Landscape Architecture at the University of Montreal, who talked about parks
and open spaces in Westmount from 1890
to 1990.
Four of Westmount’s parks in particular came under scrutiny: Westmount Park,
Vimy Park, King George Park and Summit
Woods. Each of these parks has its own
character, he maintained. Westmount
Park has a naturalistic landscape and important recreational activities. Vimy Park
is more like a traditional city square with
important institutional buildings surrounding it. King George Park, or Murray
Hill as it is more generally known, situated on one of the rare south-oriented slopes
of the island, has some remarkable and
rare acacia trees.
Summit Woods, for its part, still feels
much like a native forest largely because,
of all the parks on Mount Royal, it has kept
the most of its original vegetation. Westmount Park, in particular, is a park for
which the lecturer claimed a special affinity since he was the architect who designed the project to reclaim de Maisonneuve Blvd. within the park boundaries.
The objective was to integrate the space

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Luxury Executive Desk
For sale – with inlaid wood top-solid wood with chair – wood and black
antique leather. All in excellent condition. Pictures available on request.
514-594-7670.

Steak  Chicken  Pork
Free
delivery
over $50

FRESH Grain fed Turkey
SMOKED Turkey

An extensive selection of fresh, hormone free, grassfed
premium products for a great taste and nutrition.

Tel: 514.481.1811

Arthur Younanian
Dr. Ron Williams.

into the bicycle and pedestrian paths that
run through the park.
Williams, who is the author of a landmark study of the history of landscape in
Canada also stressed the importance of
the smaller parks and tree-lined boulevards in the overall network of green
spaces within a city. He concluded that,
the residents of Westmount today have in-

Photo: Ann Pearson.

herited a rich and diversified legacy of
green spaces, in large part due to the activism of some of its citizens in the past
and the enlightened stewardship of its
civic leaders. This conclusion generated
considerable discussion from the audience concerning the degree to which present-day practices properly maintain and
enhance this legacy.

The fall lecture series of the Westmount Historical Association is focusing on the
history of Westmount’s parks and gardens, looking at the influences that have
shaped public parks and open spaces, as well as private gardens, over the years.
Three aspects are being examined: public parks and open spaces, volunteer community groups and private gardens.
The meetings take place on the third Thursday of the month from 7 to 9 pm in
the Westmount Room of Westmount Public Library. They are free for members and
open to the general public at a cost of $5 a lecture.
On October 18, long-time Westmount resident Miriam Tees will tell the stories of
some of the memorable women and events that have been part of the “Diggers and
Weeders,” a volunteer community gardening group that has existed since 1932.
For more information on the series, please go to www.wha.quebec.

Why list your goods (or services) on ﬂy-by-night,
who-knows-who-is-replying websites when you
can list (and sell) locally?
Buy a classiﬁed in the Westmount Independent at:.

www.westendclassiﬁeds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

QUEBEC CLASSIFIEDS
Articles Wanted

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
OPEN EVERY DAY

Westmount Parks and Gardens
featured in WHA lectures series

Classiﬁeds in the Independent

Notaire – Notary

classiﬁed ad into 20 weekly papers
throughout Quebec – papers just
like the one you are reading right
now! One phone call does it all! Call
us at QCNA 514-697-6330. Visit:
www.qcna.org.

ABRACADABRA turn your hidden
treasures into ready cash. International buyer wants to purchase
your antiques, paintings, sterling,
china, crystal, gold, jewelry, rare
books, memorabilia, sports, post- SAWMILLS from only $4,397. – MAKE
cards, coins, stamps, records. 514- MONEY & SAVE MONEY with your
own bandmill – Cut lumber any di501-9072.
mension. In stock ready to ship.
For Sale
FREE info & DVD: www.Norwood
QCNA (Quebec Community News- Sawmills.com/400OT. 1-800-567papers Association) can place your 0404 Ext: 400OT.

ALIMENTS NATURELS • HEALTH FOODS

5335 Sherbrooke W.
at Decarie Blvd. – H4A 1V2

Organic fruits & vegetables

10 am – 8 pm

Info@chezannamontreal.com

www.chezannamontreal.com

514 903-4124

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior
design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products
• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727
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In Conversation

Gabrielle Pilot: Painterly tradition
By Heather Black
Westmount artist Gabrielle Pilot was
first mentored by well-known Canadian
painter – and future father-in-law – Robert
Wakeham Pilot. With an in-progress exhibition at the Gallery at Victoria Hall, I
spoke to Gabrielle on the Impressionist
and her recent work.
As a child in Indonesia, Gabrielle had
“always painted and drawn.” After her
family moved to Westmount, she first met
Robert Pilot and his son Wakeham at the
Montreal Hunt Club when she was 15.
Her art career began several years later
when, after a semester away at Rhode Island University, she enrolled at the Montreal Museum of Fine Art School of Drawing and Painting.
There, she took up painting with great
exuberance. “It was the 60s,” Gabrielle explained, “and acrylic paint was new.” She
shared her enthusiasm for bright, vibrant
colours with Robert, who would nod and
smile.
“He was so kind,” she said, “We would
often paint together at his studio and on
outings.” Today Gabrielle still uses
Robert’s brushes and canvases.

In recent years, Gabrielle has returned
to landscapes painted in front of a large
window or en plein air. Her new work includes colourful abstract paintings, which,
she explained, are often composed while
listening to Baroque music. “Sometimes,
I begin with rhythm and movement, first
with long sweeping lines, then I modify,
never erasing them.”
A glance at her recent paintings reveals
vibrant brushwork and, like Robert, patterning within landscape.
Gabrielle relayed that Robert (1898–
1967) “moved to Montreal from Newfoundland at age 12, when his widowed
mother married her best friend artist Maurice Cullen” (1866–1934). Known as the
first Montreal impressionist and for luminous colour, Cullen painted winter scenes,
which influenced the next generation of
artists, including the Group of Seven. Although Cullen first discouraged Robert’s
interest in art, Gabrielle mentioned that
eventually the two took sketching trips together.
Like his stepfather, Robert attended
École des Beaux Arts and Académie Julian
in Paris, and both were elected to the
Royal Canadian Academy of Arts. Also in-

Gabrielle Pilot holding “Awakenings” with work by Robert Wakeham Pilot in the background.

fluenced by the French Impressionists,
Robert became known for his Quebec
landscapes. Although invited to join the
Group of Seven, Gabrielle said he refused
as, “He loved this part of Canada.”
In his later years, Robert spent many

Switch to endurance mode, safely.
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ALL-NEW

2019 ASCENT

449*

$

monthly
taxes extra

48

months
lease

quebecsubaru.ca

3,458

$

Total amount required before the leasing period: $4,492.07 (taxes included).
Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km/year with excess charged at $0.10/km.

Suggested
retail price of
cash down

37,910

$

Freight and preperation included, taxes extra

• Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive

• Boxer® Engine

• EyeSight® System1

SUBARU-MONTREAL.com

514-737-1880 4900 Pare St., Montreal

north of the Jean-Talon/Victoria intersection, east of Decarie NAMUR

*Lease offer applies to model shown, the 2019 Ascent Convenience (KT2 C8) with automatic transmission, with a suggested retail price of $37,910 (taxes extra). Lease offer consists of 48 monthly
payments of $449 (taxes extra) for a 48-month term and $3,458 in down payment. First monthly payment of $449 is due at lease inception. The total amount required before the leasing period is
$4,492.07 (taxes included). Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km/year with excess charged at $0.10/km. Certain conditions apply.

!'#"*")**

     *      *

 

*
"*)!*"*)(")*


*!'*' '(**
 $$*#(*
*
* !** * %** *"!***(*

hours painting upper Westmount from
his rooftop studio above apartments at
Rosemount and Mountain avenues. From
there, she explained, he was able to depict
the mountain in all seasons and these
paintings are treasured by his family. Like
Robert, Gabrielle paints what surrounds
her and the upcoming exhibition will include recent landscapes of Maine hills
painted in spring, summer, fall and winter.
Upcoming exhibition
Although her work is contemporary,
Gabrielle describes Robert’s influence on
her palette and work as “strong but subtle.” As to the Gallery at Victoria Hall
show, she said, “This is the first time I will
exhibit large-format landscapes.” A duo exhibition with her friend and former studio
mate, Mary Martha Guy, the event runs
until October 26.
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Social Notes

CJA celebrates Charles Bronfman

Veronica Redgrave
Federation CJA recently held its 101st
annual general meeting at the Gelber Conference Centre.
The packed event began outside with
the dedication of the Charles R. Bronfman
Peace Garden created in honour of former
Westmounter Charles Bronfman, who attended with his wife Rita Bronfman. A
plaque celebrated Bronfman as a “pillar of
the community, commemorating his lifelong commitment to ensuring the vitality
of the Montreal Jewish community and
Jewish peoplehood.’’ Under a canopy of
bluer-than-blue skies, the garden was a
wonder in white, recalling Vita SackvilleWest’s famed Sissinghurst estate. Rows of
ivory chrysanthemums bordered eighteen
elegant hydrangea standards with wonderful white blossoms.
Eighteen is a signifi- continued on p. 22
Yair Szlak, David Amiel, Brenda Urman Gewurz, Charles Bronfman and Stephen Bronfman.

David Levy.

The Indie will soon publish its fall social calendar. Please send information on your events to
redgrave@videotron.ca.

Morris Goodman, Marvin Corber, Joseph Paperman and Jonathan Goodman.

Rhoda and Robert Vineberg.

Azrieli Music Prizes

Gala Concert

azrielifoundation.org

Sharon Azrieli
SOPRANO

Celebrating new Jewish music by composers
Avner Dorman and Kelly-Marie Murphy
McGill Chamber Orchestra
Yoav Talmi, Guest Conductor

Rachel Mercer
CELLO

Maison symphonique
October 15, 8pm
TICKETS

514.842.2112 /placedesarts.com

Erica Goodman

Lara St. John

HARP

VIOLIN
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Social notes, cont’d. from p. 21
cant number in Judaism because it represents life, or chai in Hebrew. The number
is particularly timely since this is Federation CJA’s 2018 campaign year and it is the
18th anniversary of Birthright Israel, a program that Charles Bronfman co-founded.
After the delicious cocktail dînatoire –
complete with irresistible chocolate brownies – the program continued indoors where
local res, Charles’ son Stephen Bronfman,
there with his wife Claudine Bronfman,
awarded the 2018 Samuel Bronfman Medal
to Brenda Urman Gewurz, attending with
her husband Samuel Gewurz.
The medal is the most prestigious award granted by Federation CJA, acknowledging outstanding service and leadership
to the Jewish and broader community.
Gewurz, a distinguished leader in both
real estate and Jewish communal life, is
vice president marketing for Proment Corporation, the primary residential developer on Nuns’ Island.
Noted at the cocktail were Westmounters Barry Pascal, Clarence Epstein, Etty
and Ralph Bienstock, Evelyn Schachter,
Laya Feldman, Julia Reitman, Stephen
Gross, Marlene and Joel King, Jewel and
Paul Lowenstein, Heather and Joseph
Paperman, Barbara and Stanley Plotnick,
Jonathan Sigler, former Westmount city

Evelyn Schachter and Julia Reitman.

Heather Paperman and Susan Laxer.

councillor Rhoda Vineberg and Robert
Vineberg and son Justin, Jonathan Wener,
Laura Fish, Penny Echenberg and Jonathan Goodman, chair 2018 Combined Jewish Appeal Campaign.
Also seen were David Levy, Israel’s consul general and permanent representative

to ICAO; Sharon Fraenkel, Emmelle and
Alvin Segal, Morris Goodman, Susan
Laxer, Marvin Corber, and Federation
CJA’s CEO Yair Szlak and president David
Amiel, as well as chief strategic planning
and allocations officer, Laura Fish, and
chief communications officer Lesli Green.

Comin’ Up
Tuesday, October 2
First meeting: “How Does a Pear Taste?
Writing About Food Using All Your Senses” led by Susan Semenak. 8-week handson workshop exploring different genres of

 

    



CONSIGNMENT
SHOP WHERE
DESIGNERS SHOP
Furniture, Mirrors, Silver, Jewellery,
China, Lighting, Decorative Accessories
Our Affordable luxury captures the essence of your style!

Le dimanche 14 occttobrre
e / Sunday, October 14, 2018
60 avenue Roosevelt / 60 Roosevelt Av
venue
Mot d’ouverture / Keynote Address:
Dr. Lucy Gilbert
Directrice Gynécologie--Oncologie, CUSM
Director of Gynecologiccal Oncology, MUHC

Présidente d’honne
eur / Honourary Chair:
Dominique Dagenais
SOUT
TENANT LE PROJET DOVEE
E
BENEFITTING THE DOVEE PROJEC
CT
HORAIRE DU DÉP
PA
ART
RACE ST
TA
ART TIME
10 km Course / Run @ 10h30
5 km Course / Run @ 10h45
2 km Marche/Course, Walk/Run @ 10h00

INSCRIVEZ-VOUS MAINTENANT!
REGISTER NOW!
runningroom.com/ca/
ou / or
cedars.ca

514-564-3600 info@galeriem.ca
www.galeriem.ca
8160 Devonshire Rd. Mt-Royal
Together We Make Consigning Easy!

food writing. $190. Quebec Writers’ Federation, 1200 Atwater Ave. For more information: workshops@qwf.org or 514.
933.0878. 6 to 8 pm.
Saturday, October 6
▶ Household hazardous waste collection.
Westmount Public Library. 9 am to 5 pm.
▶ Book sale & swap. Leonidas Culture
Chocolat, 318 Victoria Ave. 11 am to 5 pm.
Wednesday, November 7
Atwater Library’s annual benefit. Guests
of honour are Alan Hogg and Grace Hogg
of The George Hogg Family Foundation.
$150 online from CanadaHelps and at library. 1200 Atwater Ave. 6 pm.

To be listed in Comin’ Up
Please send your Westmount event, to:

cu@westmountindependent.com

Be sure to write by Friday at 10 am
for inclusion the next week.
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NEW

Westmount Adj. | $2,049,000 | 4054 Av. Highland | MLS: 17338438 | Prime location ! Detached century old w/ a magnificent contemporary extension

WESTMOUNT

3206 Boul. The Boulevard

$2,495,000 GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

MLS: 10313661 2 Chelsea Place

Sumptuous details & Breathtaking views. Perfectly
located close to Westmount’s best schools.

NEW

WESTMOUNT ADJ.

4111 Av. Marlowe

Large 5 Bdr semi w/ garage.

$2,195,000 WESTMOUNT

MLS: 26576267 561 Av. Grosvenor

5 bedrooms with amazing rooftop terrace.

NEW

Magnificent contemporary style semi, fully
renovated 4+1 bedrooms in mid-level location!

NEW

$1,535,000 SUD-OUEST | LACHINE CANAL $1,495,000 WESTMOUNT

MLS: 11026498 1689 rue St-Patrick #307

MLS: 27161770 303 Av. Grosvenor

2 Bdr condo w/ panoramic views of city &
mountain.

$1,895,000 WESTMOUNT

MLS: 11245905 7 Av. Thornhill

ACCEPTED OFFER

$1,795,000

MLS: 15471705

Stunning 3 bedrooms semi with beautiful garden & Charming semi, perfectly located on the flats!
garage on quaint street.
4 Bdrms w/ large deck & garage.

OPEN HOUSE SUN 7, 2-4 PM

$1,295,000 MONT-TREMBLANT

MLS: 22390532 136 rue Bondurand

3+1 bedrooms with beautiful terrace and deck.

$1,895,000 WESTMOUNT

MLS: 16729278 34 Av. Holton

OPEN HOUSE SAT/SUN 12-5 PM

$1,550,000 CHIC SHACK

MLS: 17870959 2150 Route Principale

Million dollar view ! Ski-in/ski-out.

FROM $249,000
MLS: 11902891

Integrated project of micro-houses near Tremblant.
2 to 3 bdr houses. Organic farm, hiking trails & more.
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19 Barat Road, Westmount $1,990,000

1589-1593 Dorion, Vill
lle-Marie
$745,0000

330 Wood av.,
v Westm
tmounnt $585,000

5229 Lansdowne avv ,
Westmount

632 Dunlop av.,
v Outremont $2
$2,795,000

436A-436D Champ dee Mars
$1,780,000

9 Rosemount avv ,
Westm
tmount

«Toutes nos félicitati
cita ions pour votre
exceellent travail hautement
utem
professionnel.
Bravo! Quell be
beau travail!»
-Carole & Cla
Claire l’Italien
470 Argyle avv , Westmount
W
$1,098,0000

4411 Decarie Blvd. Carré Decarie

4135 Bluerid
idge Cr., Westm
mount adj.
$898,000

4874 Grosve
venor av
av, Westmount adj

Brian Dutch
Real Estate Brooker & Advisor
T. 514-386-2902
brian.dutch@evcanada.com
briandutch.com

5406 Place Grovehill, NDG

311 Kensington avv.., Westmount

BRIAN DUT
TCH
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