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Zoning changes sought for 1100 Atwater

March 19, 2019

St. Patrick’s Day observed at Atwater Library

City seeks more information
on benefits, signs, landscaping
at SCAOPI hearing
By Laureen Sweeney
Seven residents turned out March 12 at
a special public meeting of the city’s Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) to hear a
presentation from developers for further
modifying changes to the seven-storey office building at 1100 Atwater. It is under
extensive permitted renovation.
Requested zoning deviations for the
building located with vested rights in the
residential zone on the west side of Atwa-

STM postpones closure of
de Maisonneuve at Atwater,
see p. 4

ter, between Dorchester and Tupper, include allowing retail use at street and/or
first-floor levels as well as commercial signage and formalizing the vested rights.
The developer also asked for a reduced
basement parking requirement of 47, down
from what Westmount now requires for a
commercial building of that size, though
the building previously had none.
The request for retail services seemed to
be generally accepted.
The four members of the PAC panel
and residents, however, asked for more details about the project’s benefits to the community, signs, landscaping, parking, light
pollution, and the lowering of the building’s continued on p. 12

Festivities for St. Patrick’s Day got off to an early start at the Atwater Library, where the Montrealbased Celtic folk music group Dragún Ban performed on March 14. Among the pieces they played
was a new one inspired by the “Black Rock” Irish commemorative stone (seen on screen behind
them), which sits on a centre median on the roadway leading to the Victoria bridge in Point St.
Charles. In keeping with the St. Patrick’s Day theme, Fergus Keyes of the Quebec Anglophone
Heritage Network gave a talk on Irish immigration. Seen in the photo (from left) are Danielle Le
Blond on mandolin, Jennie Ferris on violin, Donna-Marie Sullivan on bodhrán and Claude
Bertrand on guitar.
Photo: Martin C. Barry

At high school campus just outside Westmount

Plan for St. George’s School
expansion involves zoning, Mt. Royal
By Laureen Sweeney
BRIAN GRANT
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An expansion plan for the high school
campus of St. George’s School of Montreal is headed to a public consultation meeting in downtown Montreal March 21. It requires zoning changes.
The campus is located at 3100 The
Boulevard just east of Westmount and is

attended by a number of local students.
The elementary portion is on The Boulevard in Westmount at Aberdeen.
Because the high school’s site densities
and building coverage ratios currently exist
through vested rights, the process needed
to change them follows the city of Montreal’s procedure similar to
Westmount’s SCAOPI for continued on p. 8
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NEW ON THE MARKET

Ville-Marie | The Gleneagles | $2,695,000

Westmount | $1,650,000 +GST/QST

Golden Square Mile | $745,000

MLS: 22538753 | Most amazing unit of 2350 SF
offering 3 Bdr + garage & incredible views

346 Av. Victoria | MLS: 14841948 | Rare Duplex
w/commercial space in the heart of Victoria Village!

Le Port Royal | MLS: 11174697 | Gorgeous corner
unit of 2 Bdr w/incredible views.
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Syringe found near Victoria Ave.
Arya Becker
Wealth Management

The investment world is complicated.
Your financial situation is unique.
We understand that. Give us a call.

Call Brian Becker at 514.989.4867 • www.AryaBecker.com

Richardson GMP Limited, Member Canadian Investor Protection Fund. Richardson is a trademark of James Richardson & Sons, Limited. GMP is a registered trade-mark of GMP Securities
L.P. Both used under license by Richardson GMP Limited.

Public Security patrollers saw an inebriated man walking along Sherbrooke
and began following him as he began
swerving out dangerously into the street
at 1: 27 am March 10, Public Security officials said. As the patrol car approached, the man made his way back to the
sidewalk but was intercepted near
Mount Stephen.
Described as “very pleasant,” he stated he was coming from downtown to
get home to NDG.
Officers explained they feared he
would be hit by traffic and offered to call
a taxi to take him home. The man said
he had money to pay for it and officers
remained with him until the cab arrived.
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Intoxicated man
moved off street

SO

A Westmount resident found a syringe on
March 12 in the alley between Victoria and
Prince Albert that runs north from de Maisonneuve. “I wanted to get it off the street, so I
brought it home in a shovel and called Public
Security,” said the man. “They came by in
seven minutes with a hazardous waste container and took it away. It was great service
from Public Security and Westmount is lucky
to have them. Next time, I will call them right
away and wait by the syringe.” The man has
previously found a syringe near de Maisonneuve and Northcliffe in NDG, four blocks east
of Westmount.
Photo: Independent.
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WESTMOUNT | DORCHESTER

DOWNTOWN | CLARK $668,000

Turn-of-the-century residence with rich period details including
beautiful original woodwork and mouldings, lofty ceilings, generous room sizes. 2-car garage. Just steps from Greene Avenue.

Industrial & Art Deco inspired condo with 2 closed bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, abundant light, garage and locker.
Ideal as an investment or a pied-à terre. MLS 27751049
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Bunny STM closure of de Maisonneuve
Berke delayed after meeting with city
REAL ESTATE BROKER

BB
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WENTWORTH-NORD | RENÉ $2,195,000
Renovated country estate located on over 25 acres
with 1,476 feet of private lakefront with its own beach
and boat dock. Large windows and an immense wrap
around deck offer lake views from every angle. A salt
water pool is an added feature. MLS 19369420

By Laureen Sweeney
A two-year project to install a waterproofing membrane over the Atwater
Metro station has been delayed after the
contractor hired by the STM met with the
city, according to Westmount director general Benoit Hurtubise.
While the closure of the street between
Atwater and Wood was initially announced
for March 18, it is now expected to be postponed for a couple of weeks, he told the Independent last week.
The contractor had been awarded the
work the previous week. “When he realized it involved more limitations, he needed more time to move forward,” Hurtubise
explained.
The contractor met with the city to discuss some of the work and iron out a few
of the city’s requirements for the closure,
he explained. The contractor was told the
city insisted that access to the bike path
and sidewalk remain open.
While the street is to be closed at Atwater in Montreal, the work will start further west, he said, with 95 percent of it taking place in Westmount.

de Maisonneuve on March 16, looking east towards Atwater Ave. with Alexis Nihon’s parking
entrance in use on the right.

Hurtubise emphasized that this is not a
city project and that as reported March 12,
residents with questions should contact

the transit commission by phone at
514.STM.INFO or online at www.stm.info/
atwater.

LUXURY HOMES

FOR RENT
CHOOSE FROM OUR LARGE
SELECTION OF LUXURY HOMES FOR
RENT IN GREATER MONTREAL.

WITH GROUPE COPLEY’S OWN
DEDICATED SERVICE TEAM, WE WANT TO ENSURE
THAT YOUR RENTAL EXPERIENCE IS TRULY
OUTSTANDING WITH US.

View all our homes at

GROUPECOPLEY.COM
QUESTIONS? ASK PENNY

INFO@GROUPECOPLEY.COM OR
514.656.6437 ext.0

Serving executives, athletes,
and professionals since 1998
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Theatre Ouest End finds a home at Westmount Park United
By Martin C. Barry
A launch for one of the Montreal area’s
newest theatre companies took place on
International Women’s Day at Westmount
Park United Church, where the troupe is
setting up its home base.

Keir Cutler.

Supporters of Theatre Ouest End celebrated in the church sanctuary on the
evening of March 8 with readings by playwrights and performers.
The date chosen was no coincidence as
the company was founded by four women:
Laura Mitchell, Ann Lambert, Danielle
Szydlowski and Alice Abracen. Works performed by the company will be in both English and French.
“This has been our dream for a few
years and we’re finally making it happen,”
Lambert, who teaches English at Dawson
College, said in an interview with the Independent.
“We want to make both community and
professional theatre more accessible in the
West End of the city, because there’s no theatre here.”
Among the evening’s performers was
former Westmounter Keir Cutler, whose
mother (May Cutler) was Westmount’s
mayor from 1987 to 1991 and also a publisher and playwright.
Cutler, who now lives in Shawinigan,
presented an excerpt from Magnificence, a
one-man show he’s written and plans to
stage this summer at the Montreal Fringe
Festival.
“It’s based on a memoir that my mother wrote from her childhood in the 1930s
in Mont Tremblant,” he said. “I’ve adapted
that to my experience with her as she told
me the story as a child.”

Seen at Westmount Park United Church on March 8, from left, Danielle Szydlowski, Ann Lambert, Laura Mitchell and Alice Abracen announce the
opening of Theatre Ouest End whose home base and main performance venue will be at the church.
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Letters to the Editor
What a shameful waste

Council pay up, Atwater
Library funds down – why?

Is it just possible that if one is no longer
interested in having a bicycle that there is
a better way to deal with it? Options include donating it to an organization such
as the Salvation Army or Renaissance.
Sam Beitel, Abbott Ave.

The members of the council of the city
of Westmount see nothing amiss in giving
themselves an approximately 50-percent
increase in salary in one year, but cannot
bring themselves to maintain and increase
appropriately their financial support for a
uniquely dynamic and innovative public library and computer centre sitting within
their jurisdiction.
The Atwater Library and Computer
Centre has numerous programs directed
to seniors, youth at risk and other groups
in the community and should be receiving
reliable and adequate annual financial support, as well as congratulations, from all of
the surrounding municipalities for the extraordinary work that it does.
Not only is the ALCC located in Westmount, but a significant proportion of its
members, attendees at activities and workshops, users of the computer centre and
other services, and volunteers are Westmount residents.
Thus, the woefully small amount of
support from the city of Westmount does
not make sense given that, according to the
latest statistics, of the total number of
members of the Westmount Public Library, 9.54 percent are non-residents.
Edith Katz, Olivier Ave.

Regulation is not the
hammer-and-sickle, citizens
choose it to prosper
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Oh my.
In his March 12 editorial (p. 8), editor
David Price conflates my suggestion of a
vacancy tax on empty commercial buildings with a potential slide into Soviet communism. This is disturbing and only
something I would have expected from
Donald Trump, who labels every policy
promoting the common good as a step towards a Venezuelan-style economic collapse. I proposed Vancouver’s tax policy
simply as one that council should examine
in its effort to address a major concern
raised by the community. It works well in
Vancouver in the residential market and it
may be applicable here. I have not yet seen
the hammer-and-sickle fly over Vancouver.
I take Mr. Price’s editorial as a call to shut
down all meaningful, open discussion on
potential policy.
Mr. Price calls for limited regulation,
but seems to have forgotten that his pizza
delivery and his year-round fresh fruit are
an outcome not only of smart entrepreneurs, but an immense presence by the
various governments in regulating the
whole process from the fields, through
transportation to final delivery. We live in

a highly regulated world in areas of health,
safety, environment, manufacturing and
building standards, labour protection, consumer protection, business and financial.
We have a superb regulatory system safeguarding our society. Canada’s financial
regulation allowed us to avoid most of the
world’s major recession of 10 years ago.
As a community, we don’t fully understand what is going on with the Vic village
vacant buildings. There could be a whole
host of reasons, but I have not yet found a
book titled “How to get rich with empty
buildings.” We need all the facts. For one,
how much tax revenue is Westmount losing on these empty properties? Council
must undertake a thorough, balanced review, examine all options and propose policy changes if any are warranted.
Citizens can then decide.
Denis Biro, Burton Ave.
Editor’s reply: I brought up Soviet Union,
so I guess I walked into that one. I salute
your rhetorical flourish! For clarity, though,
I was not putting forth a slippery slope argument. It is interesting to me to look at an
extreme example – when millions of intelligent people tried for decades to make
a system work, and failed – to try to deduce
a lesson. There are also middling examples (like the UK and France in the 1970s)
and little ones, at which times we are again
tempted into engineering a “better” result
with central planning, including the one at
hand. I am fine with many kinds of regulation, but, in my view, setting a temperature for the storage of strawberries is qualitatively different from mandating how
many should be sold, or at what price. – DP.

In defence of
Victoria village
In last week’s editorial (p. 8), David
Price extolled the virtues of economic freedom in the context of the large number of
vacant stores in Victoria village owned by
Cromwell. His premise is simple – the advantages of the free market, compared to
a centrally planned control economy are
huge and that constraining such economic freedom is a bad idea. In particular, if
Cromwell prefers to have its stores remain
empty, rather than reducing the asking
rent, then that is its business.
It is certainly true that a free market is
a very effective instrument for an economic activity associated with a two-party
transaction. It is when this economic activity has an impact on a third party that
the merits of a free market break down. In
economics, we call this a negative externality. A classic example is second-hand
smoke from an individual smoking in a
public space. The health
consequences are in- continued on p. 7
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Earth Hour activities to focus on shared experiences
By Laureen Sweeney
While the theme of this year’s Earth
Hour event at Victoria Hall March 30 is
“Single Use – Let’s all Reduce,” it’s also
about sharing ways to increase awareness
and solutions on how to do this to help
lessen the environmental impact on climate change, according to Susan Grundy,
organizer of the event for the Westmount

Letters to the editor, cont’d. from p. 6
curred by individuals who neither bought
nor sold the tobacco. Negative externalities
can be addressed through government intervention, either by regulation, as in the
case of noise, or with taxes, such as a carbon tax.
Empty stores on what were prosperous
streets are referred to as “high-rent blight.”
Shuttered stores affect the whole neighbourhood, both economically and psychically. Blight has a social cost. It changes an
area’s character, its sense of community,
and even residents’ sense of safety.
The editorial ends with the line “No one
will be free unless we are all free.” I agree.
The difference is that my list of freedoms
includes not being the victim of another’s
economic activity, of their negative externality, be it cigarette smoke or high-rent
blight. Which is why we need municipal
regulation.
Jon Breslaw, emeritus professor of
economics (Concordia University)
Editor’s reply: With this reasoning, Westmount residents should be kept from selling their houses at high valuations (and
renovating) because these transactions
drive up neighbours’ valuations and so
their municipal taxes. Second-hand smoke
can be distinguished from the case at
hand: it gets on one’s property and person,
which we created government (at least in
part) to protect, and so it should likely be
regulated. No one, in my view, has a right

Bowers & Wilkins
Wireless headphones

Healthy City Project.
It’s an opportunity for residents to come
together to “connect” with many others
and people working in different areas to
achieve the same goal, she said last week.
“We are all at various points in the spectrum of sustainable living,” explained
Councillor Marina Brzeski, who will open
the event as commissioner of the environment and sustainability. “So the term ‘reto expect a property owner to do x or y specific “good thing” (like rent it for a nice
shop) with its property, even if they are
kept from various bad things, like sending
pollutants onto neighbouring (public and
private) properties. – DP.

Don’t take economic
freedom for granted
People usually write about “grouses.”
I'm writing to congratulate the Independent
on a wonderful editorial! (“In defence of
Cromwell’s economic freedom,” March 12,
p. 8). Thank you ever so much for reinforcing some very fundamental values that
may seem to take for granted.
Please keep up all your efforts and good
health.
Anne Dixon-Grossman,
de Maisonneuve Blvd.

Quality dry cleaning since 1928

FREE pickup & delivery
348 Victoria Ave. (corner Somerville)

514-637-6741
• Wash & Fold Service
• Shirt Laundry • Duvets
• Area Rugs • In-Home Carpet
& Upholstery Cleaning

($35 retail value)

$399

off when the RCMP’s pipe-and-drum band
leads visitors into Westmount Park. There,
weather permitting, people will have an opportunity to stargaze through telescopes
from the Royal Astronomical Society of
Canada to view celestial objects in (hopefully) “dark skies.”
Residents at home are invited to turn
off all non-essential electricity at that time
as part of a symbolic gesture during Earth
Hour spearheaded by the World Wildlife
Federation.
Professional astronomer Tony Moffat,
who will emcee the event, said he intends
to bring attention to the need to reduce
light pollution and the negative effects it
has on nature, the signature reason behind
Earth Hour.
He said it is hoped that Westmount’s
MP Marc Garneau will speak briefly at 8
pm along with Jennifer Maccarone, Westmount’s provincial legislator.
The Healthy City Project will also have
a kiosk to explain its role to encourage
more residents to become members and
help the volunteer group advance its efforts
to spearhead programs that can bring environmental concerns to local politicians
and into action. It is being presented by
the city’s Community Events division.

Does your house have issues?
Do you want to sell it?

FREE 2 piece
brand name
Wristlet pouches*

March Madness
Dads & Grads

duce’ works with any starting point.
“We hope residents will leave this event
with some ideas and inspiration on how to
start or hone further their habit of reducing,” Brzeski said.
With so many products being developed
and solutions that people are using at
home to reuse, repurpose and recycle,
“we’re hoping people will share with others as well as learn from the exhibitors who
will bring their solutions to Victoria Hall.”
Among some 16 exhibitors are MKR
Lab, which will run a workshop on “Learn
to repair rather than replace” while Autre
Choix on Victoria, Coop La Maison Verte
in NDG and Lufa Farms will provide alternatives to single-use packaging.
To encourage connections among people, Grundy said, “we are foregoing the
customary keynote speaker and consolidating activities and films in the concert
hall and foyer to allow for greater ‘connectivity.’”
The event takes place between 5 and
9:30 pm with kiosks, films and discussions. An hour-long arts and crafts workshop is set for 6:30 pm for children using
items they bring in from the recycle bin.
At 8:30 pm the traditional “lights-out”
hour marked around the world will kick

*with $35 in services
before taxes

Ad must be presented with incoming order.
Valid in store and for pickup service.
Cannot be combined with any other special
Expires: April 7, 2019
WSTIND

If you own a property that has issues such as
asbestos, mold, pyrite, water infiltration, or
structural or foundation problems, I have
pre-qualified clients that are ready to buy
these types of properties, without any
legal warranty, at fair market price!
We can notarize the sale within two weeks
or at your convenience.

Barry Kazandjian
Real estate broker – Re/Max 3000 Inc.

514-802-6789 • kazablg@hotmail.com
This advertisement is not a solicitation to put your property on the market.
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The proposal for St. George’s School building at 3100 The Boulevard, east of the Westmount
border. Arrows added by Independent.

1. Carpet Cleaning Since 1929.
Hand washing of hand made and
machine made carpets. Insect
removal, stain removal, odor
removal, dusting and disinfectant
services are available.
2. Repairs and Restoration –
Specialized carpet repair and
restoration services since 1929.
Services include fringe replacement, weaving, binding and cutting.
3. Pick-up & Delivery – We pick up
and deliver your carpets right to
your door.

514-271-7750
6681 Av. Du Parc
Mon to Sat 9am - 4pm
www.raymondandheller.com

St. George’s, cont’d. from p. 1
a “specific construction, alteration or occupancy proposal for an immoveable.”
The school’s expansion proposal calls
for a new three-storey annex at the rear and
west side of the property for classrooms
and laboratories. It includes greenhouses,
green walls and a green roof. The parking
lot is also to be reduced.
Available information does not mention
whether this is likely to force cars to park
on nearby streets or whether any increases in student population are planned that
could bring additional traffic to the area.
The school, which was closed for the

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261

Signs of spring #1

Spring in Montreal reveals all sorts of mysterious detritus including this metal screen at
Sherbrooke and Victoria on March 12.
Photo: Independent.

March break until March 18, could not be
reached for comment.
Information from the website of the Office de consultation publique de Montreal
(OCPM) lists the zoning issues as the reason for the plan being subject to a consultation process.
35 to 48.5 percent coverage
“The current building coverage ratio is
35 percent,” it states, “but the school buildings already occupy 48.5 percent of the
property by acquired rights.” This expansion would raise the coverage to 55 percent.

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales
We Provide
Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

Homme
Men

Femme Enfants
Women Children

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

The project, it adds, would also involve
changes to the map of the Mount Royal
Protection and Enhancement Plan.
The March 21 information session takes
place at 7 pm at the offices of the OCPM at
1550 Metcalfe St. (14th floor). This is to be
followed by a first “hearing-of-opinions”
session April 17 at 7 pm, for which the registration deadline is April 11 at 4 pm at 514.
872.8510. Online opinions may be made
from March 29 to April 21 at www.ocpm.
qc.ca/st-george/opinions.
Westmount is not expected to submit
any comments, city director general Benoit
Hurtubise said last week.
Recommendations from the consultation are expected to be published in the
summer before the project could proceed
to further steps.

Planning a garage sale?
Or just a few items to sell?
Let all of Westmount know.
Place a classiﬁed ad in the
Westmount Independent.
It’s easy, visit:

www.westendclassiﬁeds.com
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M
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$ 8,999/MO

$ 1,298 ,000
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A
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FEATURING
115 Chemin de la Côte Saint-Antoine, Westmount $2,898,000.00

©2019 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. If your property is already listed, please disregard this ad. Real estate broker, real estate agency, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec
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610 av. Carleton

1 ch. Malcolm

PH62-1175 av. Bernard

123 av. Aberdeen

3820 ch. Bois-Franc

56066 ch. Queen Mary

2319 ch. Côte-Ste-Catherine

149 ch. de la Côte-St--Antoine

3129-3135 rue St-Antoine O.

601-242 av. Young

458 av. Grosvennor

PH422--150 av. Sherbrooke

410-60 rue de Brésoles

A12-3940 ch. Côte-des-Neiges
es-Neiges

659 av. Grosvenor

450 av. Grosvenor

MARTIN ROULEAU
Residential Real Estate Broker & Advisor
T 514.933.9998 | martinrouleau.com

©2019 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. If your property is already listed, please disregard this ad. Real estate brokerr,, real estate agencyy,, Engel & Völkers Moontréal / Québec
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1100 Atwater, cont’d. from p. 1
ground floor and main entrance to street
level.
“This is to make it more interesting and
inviting” as well as to improve accessibility, explained Sebastien Hylands, development vice-president for owner/developer
Kevric, who noted the area had changed
since 1975 when the Category II heritage
building was built.
“We’re not in the middle of a residential neighbourhood but at the intersection
of mixed residential, commercial and retail,” he said, noting a mixed-use development is slated to rise directly across Atwater as part of the Square Children’s project.
The development proposal shows an
outdoor café patio and ground level landscaping moved closer to or onto the public domain rather than being set back
against the building and elevated (see story
March 5, p. 1). A tree that would be removed would be replaced as per city requirements.
Benefits questioned
“Benefits to the public have to be better
described,” stated PAC chair Julia Gersovitz, as did details of signage and a landscaping vision for the green roof being
planned to cover a previous garage entrance off Dorchester across from residences. She was concerned this might attract a pack of people.
Hylands explained that heavier plantings were limited by the concrete roof
below.
Community benefits are a significant
component – a trade-off – for granting particular zoning requests for a “special construction, alteration or occupancy proposal for an immovable” (SCAOPI).
Another advantage to the community

Presenting the project are developer Sebastien Hylands of Kevric, at right, and architect Richard
Kaplin of GKC architects.

provided by Hylands, as well as Richard
Kaplin of GKC architects, is shifting traffic
and deliveries to Tupper St.
A separate commercial parking garage
on Tupper is also part of the property and
developers said in response to questions
that there was no plan to change parking
numbers in the future. The garage currently provides 166 spaces on four underground storeys and two above ground. The
proposal under discussion would add 47
spaces in the basement of the office building to this total.
Signs need separate review
Answering concerns over commercial
signs not being allowed in residential
zones, Hylands said they would be “within commercial standards.” One sign is proposed for the top corner of the building at

Urban Planning director Tom Flies explains SCAOPI, which could lead to a referendum.

Councillor Kathleen Kez poses questions.

Tupper and Atwater and two for the lower
level facing Atwater.
The meeting was told by city officials,
however, that any signs would have to conform to Westmount’s standards of two per
commercial building at the lower level and
be subject to a separate PAC review.
Light pollution?
Councillor Kathleen Kez, who represents District 8, led off questions from the
audience. Are there measures in place to
reduce light pollution at night from many
new windows on the south façade facing
Dorchester residences, she asked.
Hylands said there would be blinds for
windows but that lights would not face outward. Gersovitz added that “the permission to add windows is already granted,”
as part of the construction permit issued in
November 2017. Kez was elected to council that same month.
She also wondered if there was a possibility the café could lead to a restaurant. If
so, Hylands said, the building’s’ ventilation
system would filter odours from reaching
the street. He thought the space is likely
too small for a restaurant though, he
added: “Is there a possibility? Yes.”
She also asked if retail would be confined to the ground-floor level to which Hylands answered “yes,” though this later
raised confusion among some at the meeting since the project application asks for
retail at the ground and first-floor levels.
Urban Planning commissioner and
PAC member Councillor Conrad Peart told
the Independent his understanding was that
this would enable ground-level retail services to be extended up to the first floor depending on particular configurations of the
building and their interior levels.
Jason Prince of Redfern asked if a concrete area off Tupper could be used for vol-

Jason Prince of Redfern.

Ken London of Prince Albert asks about signage.
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PAC panel from left: Erik Marosi, Julia Gersovitz (chair) and Gerald Soiferman. Councillor Conrad
Peart, not shown, sat to the left.

leyball, as briefly alluded to by Hylands but
he was told if so there would have to be
“agreements made.”
Former city councillor Theodora Samiotis, a resident of Dorchester at Bruce,
spoke of the project’s benefits to the community after disclosing she had been the
previous Urban Planning commissioner

(when the current construction permit was
being reviewed in 2017).
“Times are changing,” she said, “and to
make the building more inviting is a plus.”
The original structure built to house a
bank/cheque processing centre had a
bunker-like appearance with a reduced
number of windows with landscaping and
the Atwater entrance raised almost a storey
higher than the current proposal.
Along with Gersovitz and Peart, the
PAC panel architects were Erik Marosi and
Gerald Soiferman.
The deadline for comments to the city
on the project is March 29.

The Auxiliary of the Montreal
General Hospital

Fundraising Event
Tuesday, April 23
11:30 am to 3:30 pm
Livingston Hall
1650 Cedar Avenue

Three renderings of 1100 Atwater from the owner’s SCAOPI application on the city’s website: before the renovation, above, and proposed, middle
and bottom.

We all need electricity!

Master Electricians

Serving Westmount for over 60 years

Specialized in renovations
for older homes
Generator installations
Fast and reliable service

514-481-0125 5800 St. Jacques W.
Le corporation
des maîtres électriciens
du Québec

WOOD FINISHING

DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
•Specializing in

ENTRANCE DOORS

– also –
•Touch-Ups & Repairs
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
•Stripping & Staining
HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodﬁnishingmontreal.com

Card Party
Luncheon
Invite your friends and reserve
your table for lunch, bridge,
other games or mahjong.
$55. / RSVP before
Friday, April 12
The Auxiliary oﬃce E6.219
514-934-1934 ext. 43009
mgh.auxiliary@muhc.mcgill.ca
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Signs of spring #2

Spring in Montreal reveals all sorts of debris including this badminton racquet in Murray Park on March 4 and this shoe at Sherbrooke and Grosvenor on March 15.
Left-hand photo: Ralph Thompson, right-hand photo: Independent.

Arthur Younanian

OFFICE SPACE
WESTMOUNT

Notaire – Notary

Aprox. 2000 sq.ft. of excellent office
space with separate entrance and
reception area. 4 reserved parking
spots. Centrally located and close to
transport, MUHC and park. Occupancy
can be quick. Ideal for many uses.
Call Nicholas Stephens. 514-594-3901
Remax du Cartier NS

The Auxiliary of the Montreal
General Hospital

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Fundraising Event

Elder Care Support

Tuesday, April 23
11:30 am to 3:30 pm
Livingston Hall, 1650 Cedar Ave.

Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Cleaning/Housekeeping
Two time slots available. Westmount/NDG area. Reliable and thorough,
home or office, references available. Please call Karen 438-939-4619.

Card Party
Luncheon
Invite your friends and reserve your table
for lunch, bridge, other games or
mahjong.
$55. / RSVP before Friday, April 12
The Auxiliary oﬃce E6.219
514-934-1934 ext. 43009
mgh.auxiliary@muhc.mcgill.ca

www.litwin.ca
Assurance
Financial
Reporting

Advisory & Consulting
Estate & Trust Planning
Successions

Accounting
Taxation

US INCOME TAXES AND COMPLIANCE

Rental in Chile
Bright, beautiful 2 bdrm home on animal sanctuary in central Chile. Fulltime onsite caretakers, ﬂexible terms/conditions. Email s888th@gmail.com

4635 Sherbrooke West

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Experienced elder care and support at home or hospital, etc. For info call
Helen at 514.559.6676.

QUEBEC CLASSIFIEDS
QCNA offers a one-order, one-bill service to advertisers. Call us for details
on reaching English Quebec, and through classiﬁed ads French Quebec and
every other Canadian province & territory. 819-893-6330.
SAWMILLS from only $4,397 – MAKE MONEY & SAVE MONEY with your own
bandmill Cut lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship. FREE Info &
DVD: www. NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT 1-800-567-0404 Ext:400OT.

Window Cleaning
Best window cleaning: Book now for spring! Free estimate! Pure water
– Eco friendly Lavage de vitres ODS s.e.n.c. info@lvods.ca 438-407-5658.

Classiﬁeds in the
Independent
Why list your goods (or services)
on ﬂy-by-night, who-knows-who-isreplying websites when you can list
(and sell) locally?
Buy a classiﬁed in the Westmount
Independent at:.

www.westendclassiﬁeds.com
Buy locally to sell locally
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Above, two views of the Edgehill house on March 13 after the early morning fire and, below, the same area on October 18, 2018, after the vehicle fire.

Photos: Ralph Thompson.

Police Report

Arson squad investigating firebombing on Edgehill Rd.
By Martin C. Barry
Police at Station 12 on Stanton St. say
the Montreal police department’s arson
squad has launched an investigation following a firebombing incident on Edgehill
Rd. in upper Westmount during the early
hours of March 13 when the ground floor
of a house was set ablaze by a Molotov
cocktail.
“Someone put a Molotov cocktail
through a window, causing several thousand dollars’ worth of damage,” said Sta-

tion 12 community relations officer
Stéphan Laperrière. “But the firemen answered very quickly, so the damage didn’t
spread a lot and it was contained mostly to
one spot.”
According to Laperrière, the outcome
might have been more serious, except for
the fact nobody was home. “Nobody’s life
was in danger inside the house,” he said.
“Now, if it had spread to a neighbour’s
home, you never know.”
Laperrière said the police department’s
central arson squad has taken over the in-

vestigation. There were no witnesses, according to the police report. The home was
the scene of a similar incident in October
last year when several cars parked in a
driveway shared by two residences caught
fire.
Regarding the connection to the incident last year, Laperrière added, “They
think it might be related to the incident
that happened in October.” He said the investigators have been checking whether

nearby homeowners have video surveillance cameras that might have captured
background images that could help identify suspects.
While two of the vehicles in last October’s incident belonged to the owner of the
house that was targeted by this arson, a
third was the neighbour’s property and is
thought to have caught fire because of high
winds that evening, which spread the
flames from the other cars.

En route to Summit lookout

Public Security patrollers spot
Edgehill fire around 1:40 am
By Laureen Sweeney
Public Security patrollers spotted flames
coming from the main window of a house
on Edgehill March 13 around 1:40 am, Public Security officials said. They were on the
way to check out Summit lookout at the
time.
The flames were very close to the front
door, officials said, and the dispatcher was
called to advise any residents and 911. No
one was home, however, and residents
were reported as being out of town. Firefighters arrived around 1:49 am, followed
by police.
It was the second time in a few months
that the property was subjected to arson,
officials said. The previous occasion in-

volved two cars set on fire.
While there were initial concerns regarding gas, Énergir was called and these
turned out to be unfounded. Extensive
damage was reported.
A perimeter was set up around 30 Edgehill and Public Works was called to salt the
street, which was re-opened at 6 am. No
witnesses or suspects were reported.
Public Security director Greg McBain
said the fire was “going pretty well” when
the officer saw the flames. “Once again, it
shows how important it is for us to be out
there patrolling at night,” he explained.
The house is in close proximity to others on the hill at the eastern end of the
street but the fire was not reported to have
spread.
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Real Estate
Andy Dodge,
CRA (Ret.)

Catching Up
Note: The following article relates to offers to
purchase Westmount residential dwellings
that were reported by local real estate agents
as having been accepted in February 2019. Because they are not final registered sales, the
addresses cannot be made public, but give a
good idea of current trends in local real estate
activity. The graph at right offers a picture of
these trends over time.
Real estate agents are scurrying to catch
up with a market that is still trying to come
to terms with a $2-million-plus average
price for the typical Westmount house. Another five sales were added late to the January list – including one sale over $5 million – and while February so far has tallied
eight sales to add to the 12 in January, we
might expect a few more might be posted
late, considering our list has only one dated
in the second half of the month.
One January 31 sale, at $5,225,000,
logged in at 93 percent more than municipal evaluation, which made it the highest
price and highest mark-up of the month;
in February, the highest price was just over
$3 million and three of the eight were over
$2 million, while the lowest price was
$1,095,000 and two others were $1,150,000
each, so the raw average price in February
was below the $2-million level. With ad-

The Auxiliary of the Montreal
General Hospital

Fundraising Event
Tuesday, April 23
11:30 am to 3:30 pm
Livingston Hall, 1650 Cedar Ave.

justments and averaging included, the
monthly price moves up slightly from January but still hovers below the levels
achieved last fall. The average mark-up was
23 percent, not far off the averages for
other recent months.

Average adjusted price for ‘typical’ Westmount house, by month,
January 2014 to February 2019, based on accepted offer dates

Condos
Four condominiums sold in February,
the same tally as in January, and none of
the eight sales was over $1 million, nor in
any of Westmount’s classic high-rise buildings, save for a ground-floor unit at 1 Wood
Ave. The average mark-up for the first
quarter (with March still to come) is 15 percent, lower than the one- and two-family
mark-up.
Co-ops booming
If there is a boom, it is in the co-op real
estate market, which so far has seven sales
in the first two months this year, all the way
from $622,000 for a share of a duplex on
Wood Ave. to $1,700,000 for an apartment
at 2 Westmount Square, one of the original
black towers. That unit sold for three times
its proportional share of the municipal
evaluation, and two others went for well
over double their share of the valuation, including an apartment at 439 Grosvenor
Ave., which sold for even more than its asking price.
Five sales took place in adjacent-Westmount districts; adding two homes sold in
January, we have logged three sales in the
Côte des Neiges area of adjacent-Westmount, three more in eastern NDG and
one in the Square Mile on Redpath Place.
The ‘“active” market changed little between mid-February and mid-March: there
are 91 houses on the market, up from 90 a
month ago; asking prices range from
$889,000 to $27 million and there are five
houses asking less than $1 million; five
asking more than $10 million.
Some 26 houses are for rent in Westmount, up from 24 a month ago, asking
anywhere from $3,500 to $27,000 a month.
So far this year, four houses have been
rented, all between $4,500 and $7,000 a
month.

Signs of spring #3

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

Card Party
Luncheon
Invite your friends and reserve your
table for lunch, bridge, other games
or mahjong.
$55. / RSVP before Friday, April 12
The Auxiliary oﬃce E6.219
514-934-1934 ext. 43009
mgh.auxiliary@muhc.mcgill.ca

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior
design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products
• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Spring is a time of renewal, but also of dirtiness, including this filthy snow bank at Prince Albert
and York on March 14. It was removed by Westmount city workers the next morning.
Photo: Independent.
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Social Notes

Study’s soirée ‘bold and bright’

Veronica Redgrave
Guests running the gamut of Notre
Dame evening commuter gridlock were
awed on arrival at New City Gas where The
Study held “Bold and Bright.”
The evening lived up to its theme with
fabulous fuchsia and purple hues. The
fundraiser featured renowned DJ Jojo
Flores and internationally-acclaimed live
art performer David Garibaldi, whose
works created on the spot of celebs Gord
Downie and Lady Gaga brought in close to
$20,000.
Auctioneer was Selwyn House head Hal
Hannaford, there with his wife Susan
Doherty. Greeting guests was Study head
Nancy Sweer. The auction was mobile
friendly: bidding was just a click away.
Event chair was Study alumna local res
Erika Flores Ludwick (there with Louis
Ludwick) aided by co-chairs Study parents
Vicki Ajmo and Genevieve Allard-Vincent.
Organizing committee members were
local res Paulina Flores Rutenberg, Josée
Kaine, Emily Ritchie, Virginia Anderson,
Yael Benguigui, Amanda Eaman, Pattie
Edwards, Ghazal Goodarz, Jean-Karl
Hébert, Teresa Holden Ste-Marie, Belinda
Hummel, Amberly Leasure, Nicole Lefebvre, Helen Li, Helen Mayer, Magali
Querini and The Study’s director of advancement Katie Kostiuk and Susan OrrMongeau, director communications/marketing.
Noted enjoying the night were Westmounters Lucy Raikes and Andrew Sofin,
Yael and Adrian Maas, Study board members Wendy Chui, (with husband Clifford
NooNoo) and Christopher
Manfredi (McGill provost), continued on p. 18

Hal Hannaford and Nancy Sweer.

Erica Flores Ludwick, Susan Orr-Mongeau and Paulina Flores Rutenberg.

Anne-Sophie Barette and Bill Molson.

Vivianne Maas, Yael Benguigi and Rachel Gilmore.

For the Westmount Independent’s Spring Social Calendar, please send information
(date, place, ticket price and contact etc.) to redgrave@videotron.ca.

Vermeil Montréal, established in 2015, offers East-West fusion
of antiques, furnishings, art and jewelry, embracing the beauty
of tradition, design and spirit of the past, weaving it into the present.
Consignments are welcomed by appointment only:
info@vermeilmontreal.com
3289 West Saint-Jacques Street, Montréal, Québec H4C 1G8
514 439-8870

Jim MacDonald, Francine Morel, Sarah Ivory and Michael Shannon.
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Michael Shannon and Janet Cameron.
Java U outdid its delicious reputation,
with a fabulous pasta bar and coffee adobo
crusted filet mignon. The evening’s entertainment ended on a high note with the
performance of a song, “Bold and Bright,”
composed for the eve and performed by
Selwyn House alumnus Jonathan Emile,
Study student Kellysa Vincent and singer
Ezra Lewis.
The uniquely fun eve raised $157,000
for The Study’s scholarship and bursary
program. The Study’s campaign goal of
$8.75 million is now within very close
reach.

Manoir Westmount
A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

The Auxiliary of the Montreal General Hospital

Fundraising Event

Very affordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals
 Daily tea
 Daily housekeeping
 Personal Laundry

 Medication distribution
 24 hour security
 24 hour nurse
 Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8
For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca
The YMCAs
of Québec

Tuesday, April 23 11:30 am to 3:30 pm
Livingston Hall, 1650 Cedar Ave.
Karma and John Hallward.

Social notes, cont’d. from p. 17
as well as alumnae Arabella Decker (with
husband Gil Michel-Garcia), Samantha
Hayes, Sarah Ivory, and Karma Hallward,
who attended with husband John Hallward, a Study foundation member. In attendance were Jill de Villa Franca (with her
husband David Kostiuk), Anne-Sophie Barrette and Randy Kelly, co-chair The Study
Campaign committee, and chair Bill Molson.

YMCA Day Camps | 2 - 17
Mullttipllee sites

• Activities to get kids moving,
ughing and growing!
learning, lau
• Low camper-to-counsellor ratios
• Specialty camps
(tennis, sporrts, tech and more)
Save 5% befo
ore March 31, 2019
Certain conditions a
apply
apply.

Register now!

ymcaquebec.org//ccamps
514-789-880001

BEST
SUMMER
E
EVER

Katie Kostiuk and Geneviève Allard Vincent.

Seen enjoying the fun were Vivianne
Maas, Heidi Higgins, Rachel Gilmore,
Nancy Zitzman, Jim MacDonald, and The
Study’s board chair Phil Nolan (with Vincenza La Greca), Francine Morel, Michelle
Kornbluth, Hillary and René Caissie and

Card Party
Luncheon
Invite your friends and reserve your table for lunch, bridge,
other games or mahjong. $55. RSVP before Friday, April 12

The Auxiliary oﬃce E6.219 514-934-1934 ext. 43009
mgh.auxiliary@muhc.mcgill.ca

Comin’ Up
Wednesday, March 20
‘St. Patrick’s Day’ Pub Quiz. Victoria
Hall. Free, cash bar. Reserve at Eventbrite
or call 514.989.5226. 7 pm.
Saturday, March 30
Earth Hour. Westmount Healthy City
Project. Exhibits, films, star gazing. 5 to
9:30 pm. Victoria Hall. Lights out, 8:30 to
9:30 pm.
Saturday, March 30
Dawson comedy night/50th anniversary, featuring Bowser and Blue, Rodney
Ramsey and Amanda McQueen. $45 at
www.dawson.college/DAW50N-comedy.
Dawson College Theatre, 2000 Atwater
Ave. 7:30 pm.

Monday, April 1
▶ Navigating Blended Families (new
spouses with existing children) with Rabbi
Grushcow, Barbara Lis and Bonnie Unger.
Free (members)/$20 ($5 more at the door).
To register: Rosie at 514.937.3575 x 213 or
rosie@templemontreal.ca. Temple EmanuEl-Beth Sholom, 395 Elm Ave. 7 pm.
▶ City council meeting. City hall. 7:30 pm.
Tuesday, April 16
Lunch Together/Passover and Easter:
An Opportunity to Dialogue? with Father
John Walsh and Rabbi Grushcow. $8
(members)/$10. Temple Emanu-El-Beth
Sholom, 4100 Sherbrooke St. 11:30 am

15% off
On orthopedics.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
One coupon per customer. Valid until July 31, 2019.

Your neighbourhood compounding pharmacy since 2001

Pearson & Cohen-Tenoudji Pharmacy
5025 Sherbrooke St. W. (near Claremont) Suite 102 – H4A 1S9
(ground ﬂoor entrance, 30 min free parking)

TEL:

514-484-2222 FAX: 514-484-2205 www.montrealpharmacy.com

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – March 19, 2019 – 19

BRUCE KENT
GROUP
PRIVATE INVESTMENT
MANAGEMENT

Excellence
in Portfolio Management:
There is wealth in our approach.
Portfolio management expertise and excellence, depth, professionalism and consistency – this is what
has defined our business approach for 30 years. It is central to how we manage portfolios, control risk,
identify opportunities and build relationships.
At the Bruce Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it is specifically tailored to meet your
needs and expectations. Our personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio management,
is why the Bruce Kent Group is the largest discretionary portfolio management group at RBC Dominion
Securities across Canada, with over $3 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.
If you are seeking outstanding portfolio
management and comprehensive
wealth management, we would be
pleased to discuss how we can put
our experience to work for you.

To meet with us, please call :
Nathalie Roussin, Vice President & Wealth Advisor, or
Jean-François Dion, Vice President & Portfolio Manager,
at 514-878-7292
1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal | brucekentgroup.com

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company
of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2019 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved.
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514-242-7819
514-242-7819

514-591-0804

WESTMOUNT JUST LISTED!

C.D.N.

399 CLARKE 7C

3300 TROIE PH 906

Sun-ﬁlled penthouse with downtown views, 3 bdrms, 2 bath,
balcony, parking + ready to be transformed into your dream
space. Steps from Greene Avenue, this condo is priced
under evaluation and is a super buy!
$449,000

LOCATION! Gorgeous 2-storey corner 2 bdrms, 2 bath
penthouse. North, East and West views ﬂooding the space with
light. The HUGE private wrap around terrace is perfect for
entertaining! Priced to sell, one visit and you will fall in love.
$699,000 MLS 23991000

OPEN HOUSE SUN. MARCH 21, 2-4

C.S.L.

C.S.L. 6803 ABRAHAM DE SOLA #408

6780 LOUIS PASTEUR

This 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo with granite eat-in kitchen, large
balcony + 2 garage spaces is move-in ready. Watch the sunset
from your unobstructed NW view! 24 hr security, gym + pool
+ steps to shopping + dining.
$469,000 MLS 15750617

LOCATION! Renovated + sun-ﬁlled 3+1 bedroom townhouse
in prime CSL facing the pool! With 2 garages, central air, new
master ensuite, ground ﬂoor den, new uni-stone patio ++
this home is perfect for a family or young couple.
$449,000 MLS 14336819

“Whether buying or selling, our commitment to you is...RESULTS!”

JILL PRÉVOST & JENNIFER RADOWITZ
Follow us on social media

VISIT ALL OUR PROPERTIES AT

JILLANDJENREALTY.COM

REAL ESTATE
BROKERS
Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest
Real Estate Agency

