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$1M contract awarded for masonry work at city hall
By Laureen Sweeney
Work on Westmount’s municipal buildings is expected to get under way this
summer with $1 million to be spent on the
masonry of city hall. And this is only the
first of three phases to restore the exterior
envelope. The roof and windows are to follow next.
A contract for the first phase was
awarded by city council June 3 for a total
of $991,085 to Maçonnerie Rainville et
Frères to start what is expected to be a
high-profile project.
“Obviously, we have a lot of work to do,”
said Councillor Jeff Shamie in moving the
resolution.
The $1-million project, which had been
delayed from last year, contributed to the
city’s operating surplus of $2.4 million reported for 2018.
Approval of the tender item was submitted as a new business item that did not
appear on the published agenda.
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City announces McEntyre winners

The city announced the winners of its McEntyre Writing
Competition for Westmount students June 5 at Victoria Hall.
See p. 18 and 19 for more coverage.
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Avakian, St-Jean leave city employ

Westmount won’t fill assistant
DG post, but seeks a city clerk
By Laureen Sweeney
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Two senior managers are gone from city
hall. They are Martin St-Jean, city clerk and
director of legal services, and Sandra Avakian, assistant director general for infrastructure.
The departure of St-Jean after four years
with the city in the position was announc-

ed June 3 at the city council meeting when
a resolution was approved stating he had
submitted a letter of resignation May 27
after “an agreement reached” the same day.
The departure is effective August 23 but
details of the agreement, including pay
were not disclosed. The position is to be
posted but is being filled
in the interim by assistant continued on p. 16
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Mayor delivers financial highlights for 2018

City’s total surpluses of $29M
offset by debt of $15M
By Laureen Sweeney
Mayor Christina Smith presented 2018
highlights of the city’s financial report at
the start of the council meeting June 3, saying the year ended with a total accumulated surplus of $29 million, of which $26
million been appropriated to various projects.
Of the city’s outstanding debt of $15.4
million, almost $7 million is repayable by
Quebec for its grant to build the Westmount recreation centre (WRC), while $8.5
million is assumed by the city. $4.1 million
of this is the city’s share of the WRC.
“The city intends to appropriate enough
accumulated surplus to pay off the entire
debt as it comes due,” she said.
As a result, once again “the city remains
in enviable financial health. Our city has
been in a net financial assets position,
meaning that our financial assets are high
enough to cover our financial future obligations.”
In 2018, the city invested $14.8 million
in infrastructure and other capital assets,
she said.
These included spending $6 million on
roads and sidewalks, $2.6 million on the
electrical network and $2.4 million on
sewer and water rehabilitation as well as
$1.5 million on improvement to buildings
and $1.2 million on replacement of ve-

Letters to the Editor, p. 6
Classifieds, p. 23
Social Notes
(Ascension of Our Lord), p. 24
9 Lives, p. 22

Brokers’ Appreciation Day
In honour of National Brokers’ Appreciation Day on Saturday June 15, I would like
to tip my hat in gratitude and respect to all the real estate brokers I have had the
chance to meet and work with over the past 35 years.
Although we come from different walks of life, we are all driven by the same goal:
the dedication to serve our clients to the best of our ability. You trust us with your
one of your most precious assets, your home, and as brokers, we are there to
make sure all your expectations are met. With a smile.
Please take a couple of minutes to call, text, or email your
favorite broker and let them
know that you appreciate
them. I just did.

Sylve Lafrenère

514-895-7001
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

Mayor Christina Smith presents financial report.

hicles and machinery, among other items.
The city ended the year with an operating surplus of $2.4 million when revenues
of $113.3 million exceeded expenditures of
$110.9, as already reported by the Independent when the city tabled its audited report
and financial results (see page May 21, p.
1).
Some of the routine items the city spent
less on than budgetted included the maintenance of trees ($217,000) and buildings
($148,000) as well as legal fees and insurance premiums ($196,000).
Snow removal exceeded the budget by
$186,000 “mainly due to the higher cost for
salt and for snow dumping operations,”
Mayor Smith said.
Final results compared to budget can be
found on the city of Westmount website
under Resident zone/taxation&valuation/
financial reports.

RE/MAX ACTION Westmount
1225 Greene Ave
514-933-6781 – fax 514-313-5362

514.941.9105

Great Prices
& Large
Selection

Suits & Dresses
& everything for babies!

any
10%offpurchase
valid till July 13, 2019

Goldtex.ca
Factory Outlet | 8875 Salley, LaSalle | 514 365-9699
Mon-Wed 10-5 | Thurs & Friday 10-6 | Saturday 9-5

NEW DUPLEX!

DANIELLE ALLARIE

Real Estate Broker

june@junebaily.com

*Source: Organisme d’Autoréglementation
du Courtage Immobilier du Québec

Clothing &
Baby Gear
(Sizes 0-16)

NEW LISTING

JUNE BAILY

Some numbers – 2019
Real estate brokers 11,435
Chartered real estate
brokers 2,700
Mortgage brokers 803
Real estate agencies 984
Mortgage agencies 45
Total Province of Quebec
15,967
Total Montreal 6,416

Real Estate Broker

NDG – 5718 Cote St Antoine
$3975/month | MLS 14321371

514.941.9105
514.730.8708

dallarie@gmail.com
june@junebaily.com

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce – 5370-5372 Av Westmore
$569,000 | MLS 16335333
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Highest Westmount sale ever on Centris
LISTED AND SOLD BY JOSEPH | Braeside place, Westmount
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Letters to the Editor
Contesting Quebec’s
undemocratic electoral map
In 2017, Quebec’s director general of
elections reversed an earlier decision and
suddenly removed one of the three provincial ridings in our part of Montreal.
The borough council of Côte des
Neiges-NDG protested. Over 500 West End
residents took part in a protest rally and a
legal contestation was launched. With Bill
21 on the table, it is even more important
that the island of Montreal carry its proper
weight in the National Assembly.
While the ridings in our part of town
now have an average of nearly 58,000
voters each, six ridings in the regions of
Quebec have fewer than the minimum
number of voters allowed by law.
One riding actually has just 28,000
voters. This is unfair and gives some rural
areas twice the political weight of residents
of our part of the province.
Minority communities in Quebec tend
to be concentrated in some parts of the island of Montreal and the current electoral
map particularly devalues their votes.
Recently, a date for when the case will
be heard in court to contest the map was
finally accorded. It has taken two years of
legal procedures to obtain this hearing
date. On December 3 and 4, the court will
hear the complaint against the director
general of elections.
However, the ability to see the case
through resides on the continued support
from ordinary citizens such as yourself.
I am seeking contributions from residents and supporters to help win this

struggle. Your contribution to help this
cause can be made by making out your
cheque to “Julius Grey in Trust.”
Mail or drop off your cheque to my office at: 5160 Decarie #710 Montréal (Québec) H3X 2H9 – Attention: Marvin Rotrand
Thank you in advance for your continued devotion to this important cause.
Marvin Rotrand,
Montreal city and CDN-NDG
borough councillor – Snowdon

Seen on Victoria
I saw this on Victoria Ave. I guess someone had an “interesting” shopping experience
that day.
Lynn Caplan, de Maisonneuve Blvd.

Garbage collection
must be rectified
The pictures [of uncollected garbage]
published in the Westmount Independent
(June 4, p. 7)) do not do the problem justice.
Since the change of contract [for garbage
collection on May 2], I have phoned the city
at least once a week for lack of pick-up. In
my building, there are 13 apartments, a
shop and a restaurant.
June 3, I called again. This time, our
dumpster had been moved nearly into the
driveway and the lid was not closed. Now,
it’s almost full and I can’t open my windows because of the smell.
This must be rectified immediately.
Judith Larin, Victoria Ave.

Ducklings sucked down
drain in park (1)
On May 25, as I was taking a walk in
Westmount Park and stopped to admire
the ducks, including eight ducklings swimming behind their parents. It was a beautiful sight and there were many people including children enjoying the scene.
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Then to my horror, one of the little
ducklings got sucked down the drain,
which is enclosed by a metal box with wiring that is so large that the duckling easily
passed through.
The family of ducks continued to remain nearby and I ran to the library to ask
someone to call the city. They handed me
the phone and I reported the situation.
They assured me that it would be taken
care of.
Later that afternoon, nothing was done
and all the remaining ducklings were
sucked down!
Several people witnessed this in helpless horror. We would like to be assured
that this never happens again.
Simona Buth, NDG

Ducklings sucked down
drain in park (2)
I was soo happy to see the eight baby
ducklings swimming in the Westmount
Park pond with mom and dad two weeks
ago. I walk my dog every day and the duck
family was a joy to watch grow. But, this
past Saturday morning, I was walking my
dog as usual around the park and noticed
two Westmount Public Security officers
near the bank of the pond opposite the dog
run. To my shock, the eight ducklings had

been sucked down the drain in the pond
near the shore. Why was there not an orange protective cover around the drain as
there is near the library?
I am saddened.
Dennis Lazanis, St. Catherine St.

Bourgeau coming to
Westmount Public Library
Re: “Hurtubises enjoy Lanken exhibit
at Hurtubise house,” (May 28, p. 7).
For those who read Shannon Hurtubise’s letter and regretted that they missed
the opportunity to see a wonderful homage
to Victor Bourgeau’s work at Hurtubise
House, we are pleased to inform you that
the Gallery at Victoria Hall will host, in collaboration with the Westmount Historical
Association, a special exhibition entitled:
“Victor Bourgeau, Architect 1809-1888.”
This exhibit will be on display at the Gallery from April 16 to May 8, 2020, and will
explore in detail the works and vision of
Victor Bourgeau, who designed numerous
religious buildings in Quebec.
Architect Peter Lanken’s drawings and
photographs will explore Bourgeau’s work
in order to highlight the significant role
and heritage of our houses of worship.
Donna Lach, Assistant Director –
Westmount Public Library
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Westmount in a very healthy financial position
Councillor’s
column
Kathleen Kez
District 8
As you may know, the city of Westmount recently had its 2018 financial statements audited. The independent audit was
conducted by the firm Raymond Chabot
Grant Thornton and a “clear opinion” was
given, meaning there were no discrepancies found and that the financial results
present an accurate picture of the city of
Westmount’s financial position as at December 31, 2018. The firm evaluated fraud
and risk, as well as reviewing internal controls in accordance with Public Sector Accounting Standards. The audit results confirmed that we are in a healthy financial
position.
I am pleased to report that as at December 31, 2018, Westmount is in a net financial asset position, meaning its financial assets are higher than its financial liabilities by $19 million. The total net worth
of the city if we include non-financial assets (buildings, sewers, machinery, equipment etc.) is $193 million.
The audited statements revealed an operating surplus of $2,406,878 for 2018. This
surplus is due to both higher revenues as
well as an overall decrease of expenses
when compared to the budgeted amounts.
Upon closer examination of the 2018 financial statements, the following are some
of the revenue items that had significant
variances from the budget and which contributed to the surplus.
Duties on transfers (welcome tax) came
to a total of $9.1 million, whereas the
budgeted amount was $6.6 million, resulting in a favorable variance of $2.5 million.
The category titled “other revenues” had
a significant increase over what was
budgeted by an amount of $888,064 be-

cause of various insurance settlements,
one of which included a payment for a fire
that took place at 21 Bethune back in 2015.
Items in this category are budgeted on past
actuals and are difficult to predict and
therefore not necessarily budgeted for.
Government transfers came to a total of
$2.4 million versus $1.9 million budgeted,
due to past work done on Summit Circle
in the amount of $459,000 as well as
$44,000 received from Recycling Quebec.
“In lieu of taxes” [from higher levels of
government] were $468,000 higher than
budgeted because of 2014 and 2017 adjustment refunds.
Interest revenues on deposits were
higher than budgeted by $338,145, mainly
because at the time of the budgeting process interest rates were lower than when
the investments were made in June 2018.
Interest and penalties on tax arrears also
saw an increase of $120,480.
Sports & Rec registrants up,
revenue up too
Revenues from recreational activities increased to $1.4 million from $1.2 million
budgeted largely, due to an increase in the
number of residents registering for the
hockey programs and day camp.
Recoverables was one of the few revenue items that saw a decrease of $270,149.
Of this amount, $136,000 will be invoiced
in 2019 and is simply a timing issue.
With regards to expenses, there was a
slight increase in remuneration of
$168,285 over the budgeted amount and
represents 0.73% of the total remuneration
budget.
Total departmental expenses decreased
by $1,258,138 when compared to the
budgeted amount. Some of the expense
categories that contributed to this decrease
include the following. Public Works & Engineering decreased by $472,774. Though
there was an increase in costs for snow removal operations ($186,000), the increase
was offset by a decrease in spending on

sewer repairs ($103,000), building repairs
($148,000) as well as a slowdown on tree
maintenance ($217,000) due to the departure of our city arborist. However, I am
happy to report the tree maintenance program is now back on track due to a recent
hire.
Urban Planning had a decrease in the
amount of $421,951 due to lower consulting fees, as well as a delay of various projects.
City Clerk & Legal Service expenses decrease by $222,968 mainly because many
files were processed internally rather than
contracted out. Public Security expenses
were also lower than anticipated by $53,318
due to less spending on graffiti and repairs.
Regarding Hydro Westmount, there
was a net favorable variance of $521,216.
One of the factors contributing to this was
an increase in revenues due to a rise in
residential consumption because of a hot
summer and cold winter.
The municipal PAYG ([pay-as-you-go,]
our method of funding capital works) was
$1,205,929 lower than budgeted mainly
due to a delay in the city hall exterior restoration project, however there was an increase in investment of our roads.
The budget strategy
was to use $15.1 million of continued on p. 8

Monique Savoie’s
ﬁrst ﬁction novel
“The
Hitchhiker’s
Patchwork
of Photons;”
Ed. FriesenPress,
Victoria BC. (2019).

It is an ideal gift
for Father’s Day.
A true homage
to fathers/
elders/gardeners/decorators and
artists on Planet Earth. A family
saga with chaos and order reaching
out to help others.
A colourful “parcours” in nature;
weaving a reel of historical data from
Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto, West Coast;
USA; Europe, and Asia.
A fantasy patchwork of threads of arts,
culture, gardens, with “glam-rock-music
hits” from the 1960s to present. A fast
read. Gratitude to new readers. Enjoy!

On sale at Paragraphe; Indigo;
other major stores; and Amazon.
Price: $25.00

What happen
ned to Amandaa Holmes?

#7 on Globe
and Mail &
Toronto Star ’s
bestseller
lists!

Gold Buyers
International
goldbuyersmontreal.com

514 419-0656
Mon.-Thurs. noon-5pm
Friday noon-4pm
Sat.Closed Sun. noon-4pm

5897 Sherbrooke W.
Just before Royal Ave.
on way to LCC

ONE
TOUCH.
automation

“Riveting…Twists
w s and turns and plenty of red he
errings keep the
reader guessing. McK
Kenzie once again delivers the thriller goods.”
—Publishers Weekly
AVAILABL
A
LE WHEREVER BOOKS ARE SOLD
catherinemckenzie.com
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Hillside medical gone

More great women
embarking on a journey to pursue
their passion for commerce, creative
arts, design, education, international
relations, languages, law, media,
music, health sciences, social sciences
and other ﬁelds with offers from a
number of post-secondary institutions.

The Study congratulates
the Class of 2019:
Krystal Assaly
Tiana Beaulieu
Sophia Blinderman
Sophie Boulos
Rachel Cayla Cohen
Lily Creaghan
Marcella da Silva
Delila Farias
Sydney Ferst
Lola Gilmore
Jocelyn Ha
Yang Han
Halie Mei Jensen
Sandra Johnson

Sydney Kelly
Ellen Kharlanov
Catriona Larouche
Juliana Lynch-Staunton
Shiyun Qin
Isabel MacDonald-Palmer
Jamie Shore
Emily Sofin
Sylvia Tan
Eloise Valasek
Isabella Walter
Chengyue Wu
Eliana-Ruobing Zhang

The former Hillside medical centre at Hillside and Metcalfe was gone when the Independent
stopped by on June 4. Four new townhouses are being built there by Verterra.
Photo: Independent.

Kez, cont’d. from p. 7
the accumulated surplus to pay for the debt
expense but as additional revenues were
generated, there was no need to use the entire amount and therefore only $9.7 million
of the surplus was used.
As at December 31, 2018, the total accumulated surplus was $28.9 million, and
of this amount 90 percent has been appropriated to various projects.
The outstanding debt as at December
31, 2018 was $15.4 million. Of this amount
$8.5 million is assumed by the city and the
remaining $6.9 million by the Quebec gov-

ernment, which pays its grants over a 10 to
20-year period.
The financial report and the auditor’s
report have been tabled by the treasurer
and have been forwarded to the Ministre
des affaires municipales et de l’Habitation.
The 2018 financial statement is available
on the city’s website for consultation. The
process of planning for the 2020 capital
and operating budgets has begun and I
look forward to sharing with you more information in the coming months.
Kathleen Kez is the city councillor for District 8 and the finance commissioner.

www.litwin.ca
Assurance
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Reporting

Advisory & Consulting
Estate & Trust Planning
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Accounting
Taxation
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3233 The Boulevard Westmount Québec H3Y 1S4 Admissions: 514.935.9352 x252
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Jump bikes get 4 more ‘parking’
spots, now at mid-level
By Laureen Sweeney
There’s good news for cyclists hoping
for electric assistance in pedalling up
some of the city’s inclines.
Four mid-level locations for dropping
off and picking up Jump Bikes were
added June 3 to the city’s draft by-law concerning dockless e-bike sharing services
before its adoption. This is in expectation
that Jump Bikes could be rolled out this
month in Westmount at the same time
as Montreal.
The draft by-law of May 21 had designated 14 locations where the bikes or
scooters could be left attached to public
stands, but none were north of Sherbrooke.
The new mid-level spots are on the

bike paths along Côte St. Antoine and
Westmount Ave. This is to address what
has been described as a major benefit for
introducing the new electric-assisted vehicles (see story May 21, p. 1).
The mid-level points are listed as:
• 310 Côte Rd. at Murray Park
• 459 Côte Rd. (Roslyn-Grosvenor)
• 574 Côte Rd. (Prince Albert) and
• 4892 Westmount Ave.
(opposite Marianopolis at NDG Ave.
just east of Claremont).
“We are hoping that the dockless ebike sharing can be a viable and popular
option for all Westmount residents to get
around,” said Councillor Philip Cutler,
who has been spearheading the project.

12 new zones adopted for houses of worship

2 by-laws for added uses
could lead to many petitions
By Laureen Sweeney
Westmount’s 12 houses of worship are
now officially in their own zones following
city council’s adoption June 3 of an Urban
Planning by-law to create the separate
zones. It was approved by council with
minor amendments that involved only
changes in the numbering of three zones.
While this by-law is not subject to the
referendum process, it paves the way for
additional and conditional uses to be permitted for the institutions under two separate draft by-laws, which could face possible referendum registers (see story May
14, p. 1).

One is By-law 1540 listing the additional
uses that would be permitted. It has the
potential to trigger a city-wide referendum,
according to the city clerk’s office and
Urban Planning.
The other is By-law 1541 listing conditional used that could also be permitted,
but only after special council approval.
This by-law has the potential to lead to a
referendum involving 60 zones, the 12 new
concerned zones and 49 contiguous ones.
Applicable zones and details on
numbers of signatures that would be
required in each case were not available
Monday before press time.

Deadline for valid petitions: June 19

500 Claremont heads into
registry petition process
By Laureen Sweeney
With adoption by Westmount city council June 3 of a second draft reading of the
resolution to approve an apartment development at 500 Claremont, the project is
now headed into what could be the last step
in its process to over-ride current zoning
restrictions.
This is the step that provides an opportunity for residents in the concerned or
contiguous zones to petition for a register
to be opened in order to trigger the start of
a potential zoning referendum.
Valid petitions need to come from
either the concerned zone R3-16-01 and/or
any of the contiguous zones: R2-15-01, R217-01, R9-21-01, C5-20-04. C5-20-03, C5-2002 and C5-20-01.
While no mention was made of this at
the meeting, it was later explained that
opening a register would require signatures from at least 12 qualified voters from
the concerned zone or one of the contiguous zones, except in the case of C5-20-03,
which requires six.

These would have to be submitted to
the city clerk’s office by a deadline of June
19.
This is a repeat of what happened in
2017 when the project had originally been
submitted to the registry process. The exercise is in its second “rendition” following
requested changes from the developer, Gideon Pollack, who attended the recent
council meeting.

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261

Homme
Men

Femme Enfants
Women Children

Thanks to you
our valued loyal customers.
For our one year anniversary we are
offering our customers a free chefschoice entree with a purchase of a
main for Friday and Saturday in house
only. Served in our dining room any
Friday or Saturday during June.
Reservations recommended.
Bring your own wine.

A Gem in NDG
Homemade authentic Italian
& Mediterranean Cuisine

5781 Upper Lachine Rd

514 543-0707

RONDA BLY
ESTATE SALES

CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

www.litwin.ca
Pick up premium-quality meats, and poultry.
Our service, selection and quality are second to none!
Or try our Hassle-Free option of Home Cooked Food.

BOUCHERIE WESTMOUNT
5207 Sherbrooke St.W.
(1 block east of Northcliffe)
Tel: 514.481.1811
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Sun shines on Victoria Village Street Festival

Three young women from Akiva School, Bianca Martella (left),
and Liv and Zoe Sufer, were selling lemonade and collecting
money to send kids who are not well off to summer camp.

Irish musician Belfast Andi (left), singer, guitarist and bodhran
player, and all-round guitarist and composer Patrick Hutchinson
belting out some good old Irish favourites.

Hogg Hardware’s selection of miscellanea attracted lots of
attention.

By Ralph Thompson

Five-year-old Alex Vanier tried out some of
the educational toys on Katherine Hope’s
Discovery Toys stand. He was learning
how to use a screw driver to assemble a
toy.

One-and-half-year-old Kenzo Fils was
being kept very busy in Christina Miller’s
popular corner outside La Foumagerie.
There was lots to captivate the kids, from
cotton candy to face painting and Lego.

On a busy weekend coinciding with the Grand
Prix, the Victoria Village
Street Festival was buzzing Saturday morning
June 8 under blue skies
and perfect temperatures,
as well on as the previous
two days. The event was
not quite as crowded as
some years, but there was
lots of enthusiasm and
loads of vendors and activities for the young and the
old.

Four-year-old Shusha trying out her hand at playing the drum, jamming
along with the Kosa musicians on the stage in Prince Albert square.

By 9:30 am, the music was thumping and, amidst hoots and
howls, the b.cycle class was expending lots of energy. b.cycle
offers classes in spinning and body work.
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LOV E WHERE YOU LIV E
SOLD IN
2 DAYS

LE-SUD-OUEST I RUE DU COUVENT

SOLD IN
22 DAYS

WESTMOUNT I AV. ABBOTT

HIDDEN
E
GEM
M

LE SUD-OUEST I AV. ATWATER
$ 4,245,000

POOL
SIZE LOT

WESTMOUNT I AV. TRAFALGAR
$ 2,595,000

LUXURY
CONDO

OVERLOOKING
WESTMOUNT
PARK

WESTMOUNT I AV.
V MELBOURNE
$ 2,398,000

IVRY-SUR-LE-LAC I LAC MANITOU
$ 2,275,000

WES
STMOUNT I AV.
V VICTORIA
$ 2,2
245,000

WESTMOUNT I AV. YORK
$ 1,675,000 + TPS/TVQ

OUTREMONT I AV.
V OUTREMONT
$ 715,000

LE SUD-OUEST I RUE ST
T PAT
TRICK
$ 462,000

STYLISH
& UNIQUE

OUTREMONT
T I BOUL DOLLARD
$ 1,665,000

PLATEAU MONTT-ROY
YAL I RUE DE BULLION
$ 945,000

326 Victoria Avenue, Westmount
Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency

christinamiller.ca I 514.9
934.2480
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Adorning cars, Westmount-style

At left, this Westmount Public Works vehicle was festooned with “danger” tape on May 28 at Prince Albert and York. Was it an actual warning? A joke? Some other kind of message? No workers were
on hand to ask. At right, “Queen Elizabeth” was seen in the back of a car parked May 26 at the 4300 de Maisonneuve apartment building. (Her image is actually on the glass of the window.) The
motive of the owner was also unknown. A monarchist? Or a joker? Someone trying to use a car-pool lane? Or something else?
Photos: Independent.

I N T R O D U C I N G

THE LINTON

1509 SHERBROOKE WEST UNIT 77
Fall in love with this breathtaking 3 bedroom, 2.5 luxurious
bathrooms, 2144 SF, Golden Square Mile home at the
prestigious Linton. Exquisitely renovated using the finest
materials with no attention to detail spared. Fully rebuilt
with a stunning contemporary result.
Be amongst the first to preview this newly listed property.

NDG | MONTCLAIR $879,000
Charming detached cottage in original
condition located on immense lot of
over 8,000 sq ft. Large deck overlooks
spacious, private garden. Ideal property
for those who wish to extend house
or build pool. Well-situated, close to
Concordia, train, buses. MLS 27610189

Bunny Berke
R E A L

E S T A T E

B R O K E R

bberke@profusion.global

514.347.1928

Features: Opulent master bathroom with dramatic oversized free-standing marble resin bathtub, heated marble
floors and steam shower with 13 water features
• Expansive master bedroom with sunken sitting area and
luxurious walk-in closet • Exquisite custom cabinetry
throughout by Galleria Design, over-sized kitchen island
and floor-to-ceiling bar with integrated wine fridge • Highend appliances in unique black stainless steel • Smart
home integration including lights, climate control, doorbell,
lock, and motorized shades in the master suite.
$1,895,000 | MLS 25833875
Contact me for a private viewing.

Dominique Amar
Courtier Immobilier/Real Estate Broker | RE/MAX Westmount

PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

514-574-1452
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ADJ. WESTMOUNT

ADJ. WESTMOUNT

Highly desirable Priest’s Farm.
Sunny & renovated 5 bedroom home. Garage, garden, location!
$1,595,000

Desirable St. Sulpice.
6+1 bedroom cottage… Elegance, pool, views!
$3,700,000

SOLD

NDG
Beaconsfield Avenue
Renovated Duplex, garage, steps to Monkland Village.

WESTMOUNT
Perched on top of The Boulevard. 6+3 bedroom beauty.
Amazing architectural detail & views to the South.
$3,500,000

SOLD

Welcome to STOWE VERMONT - the best winter and summer
playground in the Northeast - just 2½ hours from Montreal!

37 KIRKWOOD LANE
One mile above Stowe’s bustling Mountain Rd, yet private
with magnificent mountain views, you CAN have it all.
(Pricing available upon request)

MID-LEVEL WESTMOUNT
Close to everything. Traditional 3 + 1 bedroom cottage.
Integrated garage + exceptional backyard.

14 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – June 11, 2019

On view until June 20

Library’s StoryWalk panels
show the way things were
By Laureen Sweeney
$22,500,000
$8,000,000

$14,900,000

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

WESTMOUNT

Mansion w/approx 27,000 ft dble lot, 14 cargarage & inground pool. MLS 9935267

Impeccable modern masterpiece. Pool.
2 car garage w/coach house. MLS 9860712

2

$12,000,000

$3,100,000

WESTMOUNT

WESTMOUNT

Spectacular estate on immense private lot
with pool. MLS 11780148

Bright and spacious residence perched in
Upper Westmount. MLS 9515571

The latest StoryWalk panels along the
park path outside Westmount Public Library depict a selection of century-old

scenes, some showing the park in its original natural setting. The display is only up
until June 20.
“The images are from our historical
postcard collection and depict 100-year-old-

NEW PRICE

$7,900,000

$7,200,000

SAINT-MATHIEU-DE-BELOEIL

WESTMOUNT

Sprawling 73 acre estate close to golf course
& private airport. MLS 23644011

Villeneuve residence | State of the art
residence with views MLS 27355301

FOLLOW US
$6,390,000

$7,000,000

WESTMOUNT

WESTMOUNT

Magnificent turn key home with views and
pool sized lot. MLS 21999082

Grand luxury home, 16,000+ ft 2 lot.
MLS 21086472

@ KAUFMANGR

ALFEE • LIZA • LINDSAY
KAUFMANGROUP.CA
$2,795,000

$2,898,000

WESTMOUNT

WESTMOUNT ADJ.

Completely renovated Westmount home, 6+1
bedrooms, 2 garages & views. MLS 9850219

Stunning custom built detached home. 2 car
integrated garage. MLS 22982114

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – June 11, 2019 – 15
plus snapshots of Westmount Park, the
pond, the library, city hall, the lookout and
more,” said Lora Baiocco, online services
and archives librarian.
Interestingly, the landscaping of the
park was raised June 3 at the city council
meeting the same day the Westmount Independent photographed the StoryWalk display.
Patrick Barnard, of Melville Ave., ex-

pressed hope that in the park’s upcoming
restoration project and public consultations it would remain “as natural as possible” in accordance with Olmsted-inspired
landscaping principles used for the park’s
original creation.
Renowned landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted designed Mount Royal
Park, New York’s Central Park and many
others.

SOLD

INTRODUCING

LE PORT ROYAL • GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

WESTMOUNT ADJ.

Beautiful pied-à-terre

Turn-key family home with garden.
MLS 21694667

LISTED & SOLD BY US

SOLD

$1,528,000

NDG

NDG

Family home on a large lot.

Large duplex with renovated upper unit.

SOLD IN 8 DAYS

$1,975,000
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

VILLE-MARIE

2-storey condo of approx. 4,000 ft 2.
MLS 12828223

Lovely two-storey corner condo.

The panels and some readers on June 3.

A FOR ALL REAL ESTATE UPDATES
$2,150,000

$1,449,000

OLD MONTREAL

WESTMOUNT ADJ.

Beautifully appointed corner unit with
breathtaking views. MLS 28435277

Architecturally renovated townhouse, 2 car
garage. MLS 13356727

514.379.1333

kaufmangroup@sothebysrealty.ca
$2,300,000

$7,000/mo

CHATEAU WESTMOUNT SQUARE

WESTMOUNT

Fabulous 2-level PH, breathtaking mountain
views & 2 garages. MLS 15683515

Perfect family rental with large garden.
Min 2 year rental. MLS 22725609

sothebysrealty.ca
*Asking price | Independently owned and operated.

16 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – June 11, 2019

Art Scene
Heather Black

Figurative art, in charcoal, watercolour,
and oils, lined the walls of the Gallery at
Victoria Hall until May 10. Created by
Westmounters Ginette Gasse and Jennifer
Goddard, many of these figures – and faces
– reflect the promise and perils of life. As
these works include both representative
and abstract styles, this exhibition also
showcased the expressive quality of each
medium.
Drawing on drama
A young woman stares out at the viewer
in Gasse’s untitled charcoal sketch. Here,
the delicate lines of the face merge with
bold strokes of shadow on grey, textured
paper. Also rendered in charcoal, the sitter
in Goddard’s “JP, light and dark” leans forward in a pensive pose. Behind him, reflected white light suggests contemplation
and illumination.
The charcoal sketch, “Jérémie, wrapped,” also reveals Goddard’s skillful use of
the medium. Here, the subject’s dark complexion is in contrast to the white of his
turban and robe. In the arresting portrait
of long-haired “Eduardo,” the artist’s use
of charcoal is heightened by a background
watercolour wash.
The expressive and timeless quality of
charcoal is captured in bold strokes of Goddard’s small study “Stance (Habiba).”
Rhythmic lines also creates movement in

Gasse, Goddard: Figuratively speaking!
the portrait “Véro, briefly.” Pastel colour –
yellow, pink, and rust – adds interest to this
contemporary composition.
Painting with emotion
In Goddard’s watercolour “Melancholia,” the fluid shape of an elderly
woman dissolves into a grey background
of despair. In contrast, the green-robed
dancer of “Lift” floats exuberantly against
a red ochre background. Painted in watercolour with charcoal, the dynamism of the
dance – a hallmark of both modern and
classic art – is celebrated.
Goddard’s skill with colour and form is
also evident in a series of small oil paintings on linen. The more abstracted forms
of “Study with antique table” are in
contrast to the realistic red interior of
“Study, reclining with red.” Gasse also
paints in oil but her precise, figurative
paintings are characterized by a romanticized, storybook style.
Painted in rich hues, “L’héritière”
echoes a Renaissance scene. Here, the bejewelled heiress – rendered in a feathered
cap – suggests opulent independence. Yet
the painting’s absence of deep shadow and
simplified rendition create an imaginary
world. Courtly manners are also evoked –
and questioned – in “Le bonjour était un
adieu” where the young subject’s pleasant
demeanor contradicts the image’s title.
This work – painted in vibrant orange,
cyan, and green – illustrates Gasse’s
mastery of colour. Five paintings of teddy
bears are also bright and project a nostalgia
for childhood or simpler times. In contrast,
the artist’s use of a muted
palette for the still-lifes “Citron” at “Poire Bartlett” adds
to their realism. Painted
larger than life, delicate textures and sculptural forms
draw attention to the beauty
of these – once scarce but
now commonplace – fruits.
Message within style
These works reflect

City clerk, cont’d. from p. 1

“Le bonjour était un adieu” by Ginette Gasse.

city clerk and director of
legal services Nicole Dobbie.
Avakian, who resigned at
the end of April on returning
from sick leave, has not been
announced but she left to
work as a real estate agent,
Mayor Christina Smith told
the Independent. “We were sad
to see her go,” she said. “There
is no plan to replace her.”
St-Jean, a lawyer, had join-

“Jérémie, wrapped” by Jennifer Goddard.

author Jerzy Kosinski‘s view, “The principles of true art is not to portray, but to
evoke.” From Gasse’s idealized subjects to

Goddard’s contemporary portraits, both
artists create metaphors – and styles – that
question the status quo.

ed the city in the position September 8,
2015 and served during the 2017 municipal
election as the city’s returning officer. He
had been a Montreal prosecutor for the
Charbonneau inquiry into the awarding of
public contracts in the construction industry (see story August 11, 2015, p. 2).

Westmount’s position of assistant director
general.
At the time of her appointment, she had
been introduced as “an engineer with a
wealth of experience” who would be overseeing the southeast development project
among other major projects (see photo
story October 10, 2017).
In her previous role in Boucherville,
where she lives, she had been in charge of
building an indoor municipal pool. A
needs study for the possibility of one in
Westmount is now under way.

First woman ADG
Avakian began work with the city in November 2017 to fill the vacancy left by the
promotion of Benoit Hurtubise to director
general. She was the first woman to hold
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Ventrone on Ventrone
By Heather Black
Miranda Ventrone, photographer, collaborator and wife of Italian hyperrealist painter Luciano
Ventrone, spoke on his work to a
rapt audience at Han Art on St.
Catherine St. on June 1.
His exhibition, The Limits of
Truth, included elegant and detailed floral and fruit still-lifes as
well as several large nudes. In
these works, the artist combines
intense colour or lighting to create art that is more beautiful than
real.
As a photographer, Miranda
Ventrone takes an active role in
his artistic process. In her studio,
she composes the still-lifes and
adjusts multiple lights, before adjusting her lens to the scene. Although both worked together to
create early compositions, she
said: “Now I create and take several images and he selects from
them.” She also described how
each painting starts as an intricate sketch on canvas and is followed by the background colour,

before each detail is meticulously
added.
The audience then watched a
short video of the artist in conversation with art historian Edward
Lucie-Smith. Entitled “Luciano
Ventrone and the Eternal Present,” the video included his early
work and masterful portrait of art
historian Frederico Zeri as well
as explaining the influence of Italian Renaissance painter Caravaggio on him. Following the video,
gallery representative Bruno Bertilotti B. helped to translate or
answer questions posed by the
audience to Miranda.
Ventrone’s work is found in
many international collections including the National Gallery of
Art, Washington; and the Russian
State Museum, St. Petersburg. Although recognized worldwide,
this is the first exhibition of his
work in Montreal. Presented in
associated with the Italian Culture Institute of Montreal, the exhibition continues until July 20 at
Han Art, 3209 St. Catherine
Street.

Miranda Ventrone with Han Art manager Chloe Ng in front of “Intrecci.”

Photo courtesy of Bruno Bertilotti B.

Québec is more than 6,000 km of trails.
Enjoy!

quebecsubaru.ca

Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.
ALL-NEW

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS

2019 FORESTER
Suggested retail price of
208 payments
starting from

88*

$

weekly
taxes extra

48

29,835

$

months
lease

Freight and preparation included, taxes extra

With $1,257.00 cash down. Total amount required before the leasing period: $1,546.41 (taxes included).

• Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive • EyeSight®1 System (optional)

Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km/year with excess charged at $0.10/km.

• Boxer® Engine

• X-Mode

on models with EyeSight®

    
built after January 20192

SUBARU-MONTREAL.com

514-737-1880 4900 Pare St., Montreal

north of the Jean-Talon/Victoria intersection, east of Decarie NAMUR

*Representative lease offer applies to model shown, the 2019 Forester 2.5i (KJ2 25), with automatic transmission, with a suggested retail price of $29,835 (taxes extra). Lease offer consists of 208
weekly payments of $88 (taxes extra) for a 48-month term and $1,257.00 in down payment. First weekly payment of $88 is due at lease inception. The total amount required before the leasing
period is $1,546.41 (taxes included). Lease based on a maximum of 20,000 km/year with excess charged at $0.10/km. Offer valid until June 30, 2019. Certain conditions apply

Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.
Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.
For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com
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From left, grade 1 winners Alexandre Maietta, Lang Hu, Anson Yan, Adam Chaban and Asha Ni Ógáin with Mayor Christina Smith, Councillor Mary Gallery at the podium, Councillor Anitra Bostock
seated on left, and former councillor and chief judge Rosalind Davis in the background.

Manoir Westmount
A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

City awards McEntyre Writing Competition prizes
By Ralph Thompson

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Very affordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals
 Daily tea
 Daily housekeeping
 Personal Laundry

 Medication distribution
 24 hour security
 24 hour nurse
 Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8
For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

The annual McEntyre Writing Competition awards ceremony was held June 5 at
Victoria Hall.
A total of 1,557 submissions were made
to the competition by students, elementary
or secondary, grades one to 11, who live, go
to school or are members of a library in
Westmount. Entries submitted under the
theme “It’s OK to be Different” were reviewed by over 80 volunteer judges led by
chief judge and former city councillor Ro-

salind Davis.
Julie-Anne Cardella, director of library
and community events, calmed the excited
chatter to open the ceremony.
Thank-yous
Mayor Christina Smith thanked all the
staff who had contributed to the event, including organizer and children’s librarian
Wendy Wayling. Davis thanked the judges
for their contributions.
Smith handed out the awards with help
from members of city council Anitra Bo-

stock, Philip Cutler, Jeff Shamie, Conrad
Peart, Marina Brzeski and Mary Gallery.
In addition to cash prizes, each winner
was credited with a designation inside a
new book selected by the library and paid
for by Friends of the Library. Wayling
showed each of the books as the awards
were presented.
A reception was held afterwards in the
Gallery to view winning entries, the prize
books and the Visual Art Centre’s community art project “It’s OK to be Different.”

Pars Plumbing
Plomberie Pars Inc.
Plumbing & Heating

Natural gas
Residential & Commercial

24 h Emergency

514 290-2959
parsplumbing.ca
RBQ # 8352-9958-26 Members of CMMTQ.
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Residential

ROOFING Commercial

Couvreur Inter Régional
Shingles, Tar and Gravel & Membrane
►25 Years Experience◄
Free Estimation – Repairs Guaranteed

514-250-4811 – Benoit
RBQ # 5721-5766-01

WOOD FINISHING

DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
•Specializing in

ENTRANCE DOORS

McEntyre Writing Competition
2019 winners
Grade 1

1. Asha Ní Ógáin
2. Alexandre Maietta
2. Adam Chaban
3. Anson Yan
HM Lang Hu

Villa Sainte-Marcelline
Selwyn House School
Selwyn House School
Selwyn House School
Selwyn House School

Grade 2

1. Henrik Carricaburu-Saad Westmount Park School
2. Seongwoo Jeon
Selwyn House School
3. Matej Blasch
Selwyn House School
HM Nadia Albakri
École Saint-Léon
Grade 3

1. Blake Isenberg
2. Romi Sebag
3. Alice Myers
HM Wolfgang Mondal

Akiva School
Akiva School
Akiva School
Selwyn House School

Grade 4

1. Tanya Yong

The Study

The Study
St. George’s School
Akiva School
The Study

Grade 8

1. Jacob Lubarsky
Akiva School
2. Noemi Fuden
Akiva School
3. Laaibah Ahmed Miss Edgar’s & Miss Cramp’s School
HM Gabriel Ince Cushman
École Saint-Léon

Grade 9

Grade 6

Grade 10

2. Melanie Schwartz
2. Georgia Clark
3. Samantha Karanofsky
HM Sarah-Raquel Leasure
Grade 5

1. Theodore Simons
1. Henri Stack-Lévesque
2. Vicky Yu
3. Eve Bercuvitz
HM Ryan Stolow

Selwyn House School
Selwyn House School
St. George’s School
Roslyn School
Selwyn House School

Grade 7

Martin Barry
Westmount High School
Nina Rebellati-Mitnick Westmount High School
Radvile Kragnyte
Westmount High School
HM Rose Côté
Villa-Sainte-Marcelline

1. Emma Boucher
2. Laïla Remmache
3. Ryan Clark
HM Siena Webster
1. Dylan Lee
2. Luiza Tatar
3. Rose Mintzberg

St. George’s School
Villa-Sainte-Marcelline
Westmount High School
St. George’s School

SERVING

WESTMOUNT
FOR 35 YRS

•Oriental rugs new
and antique cleaning
and repairs

1. Curtis Rahman
Westmount High School
2. Erika Johnson
St. George’s School
3. Kennedy Lalonde
Westmount High School
3. Henry Rebellati-Mitnick Westmount High School
Grade 11

1. Arthur Moura Silva Westmount High School
2. Rafael Stepenberg
Westmount High School
3. Justin Gandhi
Westmount High School
HM Rhéal Stéphan Blackier Mebane
Westmount High School
HM = Honourable Mention

Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales
We Provide

•Wall to wall carpet
cleaning; furniture cleaning

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

514 825-5550

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

•Outstanding workmanship
and service

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodﬁnishingmontreal.com

Selwyn House School
Collège Jean-de-Brébeuf
Westmount High School

Master Editions
CARPET CLEANING SPECIALISTS

– also –
•Touch-Ups & Repairs
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
•Stripping & Staining

1. Carpet Cleaning Since 1929.
Hand washing of hand made and
machine made carpets. Insect
removal, stain removal, odor
removal, dusting and disinfectant
services are available.
2. Repairs and Restoration –
Specialized carpet repair and
restoration services since 1929.
Services include fringe replacement, weaving, binding and cutting.
3. Pick-up & Delivery – We pick up
and deliver your carpets right to
your door.

514-271-7750
6681 Av. Du Parc
Mon to Sat 9am - 4pm
www.raymondandheller.com
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Chartwell to run, own seniors’ residence – no tunnel to Metro station

Condos at 1111 Atwater 50-70% sold – champagne ‘included’
By David Price
1111 Atwater developer Philip Kerub of
High-Rise Montreal was pleased to report
at a “site” tour June 4 that half of the development’s 23 luxury condos are firmly sold,
with another 20 percent in serious negotiation. Delivery is forecast for the end of
2020. His presentation took place at the
former nurses’ pavilion at 2307 Dorchester
just south of the construction pit. The heritage building is now doing duty as the condominiums’ sales office, as well as housing
offices for his firm.
As previously reported (May 14, p. 18),
the city of Westmount issued a permit May
6 for the portion of the 38-storey tower that
will lie in Westmount. Montreal’s had already been issued. Although the address
of the condos will be in Westmount, they
will be in Montreal.
Claridge, a Bronfman family investment vehicle, and builder EMD-Batimo are
partners in 1111. High-Rise is also building
a 22-storey building currently known as
“Tower 6.” It will lie east of 2307 Dorchester
in downtown Montreal. It could be more
condos or a hotel.
Kerub is a hands-on businessman with
plans to inspect all of 1111’s condominiums
personally before handing them over to
their owners, and he was the second person to greet the Independent for the tour.
But he declined to be photographed.
Kerub’s personal link to Children’s
Nevertheless, he explained many personal aspects of the development, including its history, which, it turns out, starts
with him. His daughter, Olivia, was born
prematurely at the Royal Victoria Hospital
in 2013 and brought soon after to the Montreal Children’s Hospital, which was then
located on the site.
“I saw tags of different colours on

Francis Charron of EMD-Batimo with a model of 1111 Atwater, located at 2307 Dorchester. Developer Philip Kerub declined to be photographed.

equipment based on where they were going during the move” to the MUHC’s Glen
campus, he said. He became interested in
the fate of the soon-to-be-empty city block.
His company bought it from the provincial
government, reselling parts to Devimco,
which is developing four towers (all in
downtown Montreal), including the ESTWEST condos and two other towers. Devimco did not respond to an email from
Independent for details about the latter.
Since he was returning to Montreal
after many years abroad, Kerub was also
“looking for a place to live” and did not find
anything to his taste, including the Ritz
and Four Seasons. So he went to work to

create a development “on a different level,”
or as the brochure puts it, “The exclusivity
of life at the top, accessible to only 22 [sic]
fortunate few.”
Many things will be included, such as
complete kitchens and bathrooms. There
are no upgrade options, explained Kerub,
because the items are already all high-end,
according to him.
Champagne for guests
The sales office has a mock-up of what
the building’s front door will look like, including a photo of a bucket of champagne
bottles in the lobby.
“Will they be there all the time?” asked

the Independent in jest.
“Yes!” said Kerub in earnest, explaining
the cost of maintaining a full bar for guests
will not be material when split among the
23 eventual owners.
One thing not included is a tunnel from
the tower to the Atwater Metro station,
which is not currently planned. Apparently,
the amount of infrastructure under Tupper
Ave. would make it a major undertaking.
Kerub seems frustrated with the city of
Westmount for a couple of reasons, including a failed attempt to use Hydro Westmount’s electrical lines that fed the hospital, but would have required transformers
to be useable by the new buildings.
The city of Westmount refused to put
the transformers under the street or on a
corner above ground, according to him.
He also described a perennial urbanplanning-in-Westmount discussion point:
windows.
Indeed, at present, the Westmount portion of 2307 Dorchester does not have final
windows because Westmount insists on
guillotine windows with multiple, real
panes. It’s been “a huge legal battle,” he
summed up.
Kerub anticipates many Montreal-origin
buyers, not foreign residents. “Families are
coming back to Montreal.”
Chartwell to own, run seniors’ residence
Underneath the nine floors of condos,
there will be a seniors’ home with a full
spectrum of options, from complete apartments to full care.
It will be partly in Westmount, with its
address in Montreal on Tupper St. Those
floors will be owned and operated by
Chartwell, with members of the building
group keeping a small equity stake.
Members are also maintaining full
ownership of the building’s street-level retail space.

The upper windows in Westmount of 2307 Dorchester, which lies in both Westmount and Montreal, have not been installed due to a difference of views between the owner and the city. These photos
were taken on June 6. Left-hand photo, the front of the building, with Westmount on the left; right-hand photo: the back with Westmount on the right.
Photos: Independent.
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Charles
Pearo

From online to bricks-and-mortar

20 years for Sherbrooke St.’s Bead It Gemstones

Ph.D.

By Ralph Thompson
How does a small family business survive in the tough retail business in Westmount’s Victoria village? Steve Sigler, his
two daughters, Jessica and Jaime, and wife
Vivian have navigated their business, Bead
It Gemstones, now located at 4930 Sherbrooke St. (between Prince Albert and
Claremont), successfully for 20 years.
Low prices on the internet have pulled
the rug out from under the feet of many
merchants, while Bead It has survived and
flourished. Ironically, their business started mainly as an online vendor of beads in
a second-floor outlet close to their current
location.
Jessica loved beads and it was her hobby
as a youngster. Steve was involved with antiques. “…But you have to change and
adapt,” he said. “It’s very hard to compete
today with low-priced products sold online
through Amazon. Our business evolved by
finding rare, precious, quality and unusual
beads from the Orient.”
Steve and Jessica went on to explain that
they provide a personal service, they share
knowledge, do repairs and develop trusting
relationships with clients, “We have reinvented ourselves several times,” said Steve.

Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you!

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818
HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

SHOHREH
AYOUBZADEH
Chartered Real Estate Broker

514-917-1912

Jessica Sigler and her father Steve, June 4, in the Bead It store on Sherbrooke St. surrounded by
more beads than you could ever imagine.

BEAUTY by NEALY

Overheard
“You’re hired!”
– Metro grocery store employee to
elementary-school-age boy who was
corralling and returning carts in its
parking lot, May 29 around 5 pm

“You are a weird bébite [bug/insect/
mosquito/blackfly].”
– Waitress to customer in the bar area
of a St. Catherine St. restaurant
June 3 at around 6:45 pm

“If you don’t quit my boy, I’m gonna
take my gun out.”
– One teenager relating someone
else’s previous conversation to
an interlocutor
St. Catherine St. near Metcalfe
May 31 around 2 pm

Referring to the weather, “This
summer is garbage.”
– Woman to man, St. Catherine St.
June 3 around 7 pm

Couple comes home and smells
smoke. They ask their semi-detached
neighbour, who is on his porch, if he
is smoking. He is.
“Sorry to bother you. We were just
worried that our house might be on
fire.”
“Not unless it’s made of Cuban
tobacco.”
Prince Albert Ave. near York St.
June 6 around 11 pm

Laser hair removal
Skin photo-rejuvenation
Facials (all types)
Microdermabrasion
Wax & electrolysis
Nealy Chea
By Appointment
Only

We use and sell:

Free Parking

NEALY BEAUTE

elle & lui
SINCE 1990

2040 Decarie (at de Maisonneuve) 514.482.9616
www.esthetiquenealybeaute.com
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MartinInndustries.ca

Showroom 8178 Mont
M view (corner Royalmounnt)

FREE ESTIMATE
514 486-4635
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The leaning utility pole of Westmount

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

The ﬁnest
retirement lifestyle
is available at...

This utility pole in the north-south alley between Greene, Elm, de Maisonneuve and Sherbrooke
seems to be falling down, slowly. From left, March 29, May 31 and June 6.
Photos: Independent.

A family for Bili Bob
9 Lives
Lysanne Fowler

The Watercolor & Clay Art Classes of Place
Kensington Seniors Residence are proud to
present their Annual Vernissage & Sale of
Paintings & Clay Art. This is the work by
our senior residents over the year of 2019. A
portion of the proceeds will be donated to
Batshaw Youth and Family Centres.
Date: Thursday, June 20
Time: 3:00 pm, open to the public
Location: Auditorium at Place Kensington
For more information, please call Doreen
at 514-935-1212 or email: recreationpk@
hotmail.com

514

When I first saw Bili Bob’s photograph
amongst others, I was drawn to him immediately. Such a stunning fellow, this debonair black-and-white domestic longhaired cat, wearing a tuxedo and a white
shirt with great dignity.
My heart breaks for him as he is 11 years
young, as healthy as a can be. Yet, he was
just left at the shelter after a long life with
a family that could no longer give him the
security and care of a home.
Please reach out to the SPCA to give Bili
Bob a home as soon as possible, as
adopters often look at kittens first and
beyond loving senior pets.
Bili Bob’s identification number is
A41807803. You can call the cat adoption
group at 514.735.2711 for more information
on him and to drop by to visit weekdays
from 12 noon to 7 pm and weekends from
11 am to 5 pm.

Pick up premium-quality meats, and poultry.
Our service, selection and quality are second to none!
Or try our Hassle-Free option of Home Cooked Food.

BOUCHERIE WESTMOUNT
5207 Sherbrooke St.W.
(1 block east of Northcliffe)
Tel: 514.481.1811

RONDA BLY
ESTATE SALES

CERTIFIED APPRAISER

They are located at 5215 Jean Talon St.
West. Their website is www.spca.com and
their email is spcapetfinderteam@
gmail.com.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998
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Manoir Westmount first stop for new programs

Atwater Library’s digital literacy program targets seniors, refugees
By Martin C. Barry
Following a visit to Manoir Westmount
on May 17 by federal Transport minister
Marc Garneau to announce new funding
for a program of digital literacy workshops,
it’s going to be harder getting the attention
of an older generation of web surfers,
whose faces will be as glued to mobile
screens as their younger counterparts.
NDG-Westmount’s member of parliament announced that the Atwater Library
and Computer Centre’s Connect Project is
receiving $236,000 from the federal Ministry of Innovation, Science and Economic
Development.
“In today’s world, digital literacy is not
a luxury – it’s a necessity,” Garneau told the
gathering that included more than a dozen
Manoir Westmount residents as well as
board members, staff and volunteers from
the Atwater Library.
“The connect program is designed to
get more people using the internet and
digital technology for personal and economic gain,” said Atwater Library president
John Aylen. He thanked Garneau and the
federal government “for giving us the

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Osteopathy
Accepting new clients. Clinic is located in Westmount, beside Westmount
Park. Contact Brad Puklicz 438-777-7272. 4795 St. Catherine Ouest Suite
203B.

QUEBEC CLASSIFIEDS
MANUFACTURER’S OFFER – Unique and exclusive opportunity, Automatic
vending machine routes, Extremely proﬁtable. Customers provided by
company. Investment required, funding available. 100% turnkey project.
Toll-Free 1-877-358-3023.
QCNA offers a one-order, one-bill service to advertisers. Call us for details
on reaching English Quebec, and through classiﬁed ads French Quebec
and every other Canadian province & territory. 819-893-6330.

Seen here with mobile devices during the announcement on May 17 at Manoir Westmount are
(clockwise from centre) federal Transport minister and local MP Marc Garneau, Frank Greene,
Shirley Gaventa, Simona Buth, Patricia Spensley, Atwater Library president John Aylen and board
member Richard Conrad, Sherry Steinberg and John McGee.

funding, the ability to promote digital literacy.”
Over the next three years, the Atwater
Library will be using the funding to conduct a variety of digital literacy activities
for residents of Westmount and Montreal,
both in the Atwater Library building as well
as other locations.
In addition to sessions being given at
Manoir Westmount, the program will be
taking place at the St. Margaret Residential
Centre on Westmount’s Hillside Ave., social housing units (also on Hillside), the
Contactivity Centre at Westmount Park
United Church and at the Y Residence on
Tupper St.
In all, 4,000 participants are expected to
receive training in online fundamentals
Skin Tightening
Body Contouring
Personalised Facials
Acne Treatments
Permanent
Hair Removal
& much more...
Be ready for the
sunny season with
Clinique Modica!

Classiﬁeds in the
Independent
Why list your goods (or services)
on ﬂy-by-night, who-knows-who-isreplying websites when you can list
(and sell) locally?
Buy a classiﬁed in the
Westmount Independent at:.

www.westendclassiﬁeds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

such as secure web browsing, word processing and social media. The initiative targets senior citizens, low-income individuals, members of language minority
groups, people with disabilities and those
who haven’t completed high school.
The program will include workshops offering two-hour sessions in computing
basics; lectures and discussions on the impact of computing on everyday lives; 30minute one-on-one question-and-answer
sessions with instructors; “digital welcome
cafés,” aimed especially at refugee claimants living at the Y Residence; “internet
peer cafés” to socialize and share knowledge; and a digital skills roadshow conducted at community centres and seniors’
residences.

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior
design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products
• Lottery tickets and maps

Garneau being watched, live and digitally.

On the day of the announcement, Manoir Westmount’s residents were the first
to benefit from the Digital Skills Roadshow. A skill that Manoir Westmount resident Shirley Gaventa discovered on her
own was the ability to send text messages
from her iPad to family members on their
smartphones.
“They’re often busy doing other things,”
she said, noting that they can’t always immediately answer the phone.
Another resident, Poh Tan, also learned
a lot by herself on the iPad she’s owned for
the past three years. Besides e-mail and
web-browsing, she’s also become proficient
at using her tablet’s image-capture features
for taking still pictures as
well as video.
continued on p. 25

HAIR
CUTS
FOR MEN
& KIDS

Westmount Square
514•667•6886
320 Victoria

At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

514.484.5987

(514) 935-7727

(at Claremont Ave.)

4970 Sherbrooke St. W.
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Ascension of Our Lord Church kicks off fundraising campaign
Social Notes
Veronica Redgrave
Westmount’s Ascension of Our Lord
Church kick-started its fundraising campaign on Sunday, May 26.
Celebrating over 90 years, the church
was built due to the determination of a
group of local Irish Catholic residents who
obtained papal permission to build a new
house of worship.
Monies raised will go to the rehabilitation of the church tower, refurbishment of
the interior and exterior, and the repair of
its Casavant organ.
Jacquelin Rochette, artistic director of
Casavant Frères, pointed out that the
church’s Opus 1344 is “one of the few Casavant organs of that period still in existence in the world.” Organist David Szanto
performed a moving piece to much applause.
The ceremony, emceed by local res antiquarian bookseller Wilfrid DeFreitas, offered a vin d’honneur, donated by Pierre
Chanzonkov (Divin-Paradis, Quench mag-

John Peacock and Barbara Cefis.

azine), the ever-popular party sandwiches
from Snowdon Deli, and delicious lemon
bars and brownies from local shop-caterer
Simply Wonderful, all beautifully coordi-

Father Lawrence MacEachen, Jacquelin Rochette and John Grew.

nated by church warden Louise MacLellan.
Co-chairs of the fund-raising campaign
are Barbara Cefis (RBC Dominion Securities) and John Peacock, recently named

chancellor of St. François Xavier University
in Antigonish, Nova Scotia. Peacock gave
a short speech, as did Clarence Epstein, who spoke continued on p. 25

JOURNÉE SUR LA SANTÉ DES HOMMES
Au site Glen du CUSM Jeudi 13 juin 2019 9h à 16h

MEN’S HEALTH AWARENESS DAY

At the MUHC Glen Site Thursday, June 13, 2019 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The doctor will
see you now.

Sous le chapiteau.
Coupons de stationnement en quantité limitée.
Inscrivez-vous sur cedars.ca ou présentez-vous au Glen le 13 juin

EXAMEN MÉDICAL GRATUIT

comprenant un questionnaire médical, une vérification de la
pression et du taux de cholestérol et un examen de la prostate.

Pourquoi participer ?
› Rapide › Accessible › Gratuit
Ça pourrait vous sauver la vie.

Le docteur
va vous examiner
maintenant.

› › › › › › › › › › › › ›

MUHC Glen Site
1001 boul. Décarie
Vendôme
Bus 77

Inside the tents.
Limited parking passes available.
Register now at cedars.ca or show up on June 13

FREE MEN’S HEALTH EXAM

including health questionnaire, blood pressure,
cholesterol checks and prostate exam.

Why get checked?
› Quick › Accessible › Free
It could save your life.
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Comin’ Up
Wednesday, June 12
Atwater Library Lunchtime Series: “The
Music of Mrs. Joyce: An Exploration of
Nora Barnacle’s Traditional Soundscape.”
With Gearóid Ó hAllmhuráin (concertina
and pipes), Kate Bevan-Baker (violin and
vocals) and Martine Billette (keyboard).
Free. 1200 Atwater Ave. 12:30 to 1:30 pm.
Monday, June 17
Westmount city council mid-month
meeting. City hall. 7:30 pm.

Pierre Chanzonkov, Bonnie Auger and Wilfrid De Freitas.

Social notes, cont’d. from p. 24
of the building’s Gothic feel. John Grew,
from McGill University’s Schulich School
of Music, noted that the school could collaborate with the church once the organ is
refurbished.
Father Lawrence MacEachen, the
church’s pastor, welcomed guests to the re-

ception, as did wardens Don Taddeo, Bonnie Auger, Andrea Bobkowicz and Pino Di
Ioia (of Beavertails fame). On a rainysunny-rainy day, noted admiring the newly-planted garden and urns of rustling fern
fronds were Martha and David Barrington,
Michael Taub, Tina Serrao, and Janet and
Dick Macklem.

Library, cont’d. from p. 23
While the government’s ultimate goal
is to ensure no one gets left behind in an
increasingly digital economy, Manoir Westmount’s supervisor of leisure activities
Simona Buth said there is still some apprehension among seniors with regard to
certain more advanced online functions.
“They are a little bit nervous about online banking and fraud,” she said, noting
there have been some incidents of this sort
at the residence, but that police community
relations officers would be coming to give
a presentation on how the seniors can safeguard themselves from online fraud.

Sunday, June 23
Sundays at the Shaar. Mini-concert by
Andrew Mangal, $5 per person. Congregation Shaar Hashomayim, 425 Metcalfe
Ave. Registration required 514.937.9474 x
139. 12 noon.
Tuesday, July 2
Westmount city council meeting. City
hall. 7:30 pm.

BEAUTY by NEALY
Laser hair removal
Skin photo-rejuvenation
Facials (all types)
Microdermabrasion
Wax & electrolysis
Nealy Chea
By Appointment
Only

We use and sell:

Free Parking

NEALY BEAUTE

elle & lui
SINCE 1990

2040 Decarie (at de Maisonneuve) 514.482.9616
www.esthetiquenealybeaute.com

SOUTENANT LE PROJE
ET DOVEE
Clarence Epstein and Louise MacLellan.

et les travaux novateurs da
ans la détection et
le traitement précoces dess cancers gynécologiques
et de l’ovaire.

Don Taddeo.

BENEFITTING THE DOVEE PROJECT

and the groundbreaking work
w
in the early detection
and treatment of ovarian and
a gynecologie cancers
Dr. Lucy Gilbert
Directrice Gynécologie-Oncologie,
Gynécologie Oncologie CUSM
Director of Gynecological Oncology, MUHC

Dominique Dagenais

BRE
SEPTEMB
BER 2019
29 SEPTEMB

9H30 / 9::30 A.M.
60, AVENUE ROOSEVELT

Co-présidente de l’événement / Co-Chair

68 Victoria in Knowlton

A short walk to the marina, beach.
$735,000. Centris #18985906

10 km Course chronométrée / Timed Run @ 10h30
5 km Course chronométrée / Timed Run @ 10h45
2 km Marche amateur / Course, Fun Walk/Run @ 10h00
Pour plus d’information / For more information:
natalia.kalbarczyk@cedarscancer.ca
514-656-6662

INSCRIV
VEZ-VOUS MAINTENANT!
REGISTER NOW!
runningroom.ca ou /or cedars.ca
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The runes of Westmount

Photos: Independent.

These chalk messages were photographed June 3 on de Maisonneuve near
Metcalfe.

They appear to be a message using the
runes from The Hobbit, although the Independent’s in-house Tolkien expert found a

What happenned to Amandaa Holmes?

#7 on Globe
and Mail &
Toronto Star ’s
bestseller
lists!

few that were unfamiliar.
The left- hand message is harder to decipher, due to deterioration of the chalk
and the choice of runes. An earlier message in earlier dialect?
Our best guess: “I am super grumpy
today. My bestie tough. My sister.”

The next two panels seem to say, “This
language that she showed it [sic] to me. I
know it better than her. I wrote a letter to
them to show off. I only wrote this because
you su[c]kers can’t read it, so me and the
sidewalk are laughing at you.”

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Application to open a registry in view of approval by way of referendum
On Monday, June 3, 2019, the Municipal Council adopted the following:
1. The second draft resolution (No. 2019-06-133) concerning an application for the
immovable bearing the civic address 500 Claremont Avenue located on lots
1 580 805 and 1 580 825 of the Quebec cadaster under By-law concerning specific
construction, alteration or occupancy proposals for an immovable (S.C.A.O.P.I.);
2. The second draft of By-law No. 1540 entitled By-law to further amend Zoning
By-law 1303 – Additional uses in houses of worship;
3. The second draft of By-law No. 1541 entitled By-law on conditional uses.
all of which are subject to approval by way of referendum.

“Riveting…Twists
w s and turns and plenty of red he
errings keep the
reader guessing. McK
Kenzie once again delivers the thriller goods.”
—Publishers Weekly
AVAILABL
A
LE WHEREVER BOOKS ARE SOLD
catherinemckenzie.com

Interested persons may submit to the City Clerk’s Office, no later than Wednesday,
June 19, 2019 at 4:30 p.m., an application to open a registry in view of submitting
a provision of the second draft resolution or one of the second draft by-laws to the
approval of certain qualified voters.
The legal notices relating to the foregoing are available at: https://westmount.org/
en/resident-zone/legal-services-city-clerks-office/public-notices/

www.westmount.org
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514 953 9808
5
marie
esicotte.com

MARIE SIC O T TE
       

WE L C OM E T O T H E

A DD R E S S

G O LD E N
S Q UA R E
MILE

R ARE
G EM

G O L D EN S Q UA R E M I L E | 2 C H E L S E A P L A C E
$1 ,9 8 5 , 0 0 0
E x c l u s i v e b r o w n s t o n e t o w n h o u s e w i t h a m a zi n g r o o f t o p t e r r a c e , 2 c a r g a r a g e .

W E S T M O U N T A DJAC E N T | 4 0 81 AV. H I G H L A N D
Stunning heritage home in a natural setting.

INCREDIB LE
VIE WS

VIC TORIA
VILL AG
A E

CONDITIONAL
OFFER

W E S T M O U N T A DJ
$2 , 695 , 0 0 0
3 9 4 0 C h . d e l a C ô t e - d e s- N e i g e s A 41

FABULOUS
G ARDEN

W E S T M O U N T A DJ
4741 Av. R o s l y n

WESTMOUNT
15 Grove Park

$1 , 695 , 0 0 0

AC ADIA

$1 , 495 , 0 0 0

PROJE T
CHIC
SHACK

F R O M $ 319, 0 0 0
TREMBL ANT ARE A
Micro-lof ts in harmony with nature

$ 895 , 0 0 0
V I L L E- M A R I E
Golden Square Mile facing the Ritz

RENTAL

CÔT E- D E S - N EI G E S
$ 4 , 50 0/M O
Renovated open concept with large deck

$1 , 6 5 0 , 0 0 0 + G S T / Q S T
WESTMOUNT
R e s i d e n t ia l & C o m m e r c ia l

CUSTOM
HOM
ME

TREMBL ANT ARE A
Build your dream home on the water front

RENTAL

$3 , 0 0 0/M O
W E S T M O U N T S Q UA R E
Fu l l y r e n o v a t e d w i t h m o u n t a i n v i e w

$1 ,9 95 , 0 0 0

S O LD I N
6 DAYS

WESTMOUNT
21 Av. T h o r n h i l l

ROOF TOP
O
POOL

$ 4 69, 0 0 0
V I L L E- M A R I E
Super 1bdr condo with panoramic views

RENTAL

$2 , 8 0 0 / M O
WESTMOUNT
S p a c i o u s c o n d o o n d e M a i s o n n e u v e We s t
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TANIA
A
KALEC
514.99
B.ARCH. CHARTERED RE

www.k

INTRODUCING

$2,900,000

OPEN HOUSE Sunday 2-4

$1,239,000

1762 CH. DU LAC ECHO

$599,000

$969,000

OLD MONTREAL | 370 RUE ST-ANDRÉ, #1106

OPEN HOUSE Sunday 2-4

PIED-À-TERRE

1303 avenue Greene Suite 500, Westmount (Qc) H3Z 2A7
Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency

OPEN HOUSE Sunday 2-4

$370,000

OLD MONTREAL | 405 NOTRE-DAME E. RC4
SOLD

$219,000
CDN | 3625 RIDGEWOOD #103

OLD MONTREAL | 65 ST. PAUL W. #508

IDEAL LOCATION

$465,000

OLD MONTREAL | 859 DE LA COMMUNE E. #104

SUNNY WITH VIEWS

OLD MONTREAL | 450 ST ANTOINE E. #403
FURNISHED RENTAL

$4,300/month
OLD MONTREAL | 455 ST LOUIS #212

WESTMOUNT | 320 GROSVENOR

