
City: Developer can’t demo building 

According to Groupeimmo Élite, its proposal to demolish and replace the Hillside armoury near 
Westmount High, pictured here on October 22, with condos has been rejected by the city’s Plan -
ning Advisory Committee (PAC) and it hopes to file a new proposal by the end of the year. Accord -
ing to the city, it is already looking at a new proposal. See p. RE-3 for story. Photo: Independent. 
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WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
We are Westmount

Citizens urged to complete ‘Imagine 2040’ poll 

Survey asks about city’s 
current strengths, weaknesses 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Is new construction a threat to West-
mount’s identity? Are house values a 
strength or weakness? How about parking 
availability and the current tree canopy? 

These are some of the 30 questions that 
residents and people who work in the city 
are being asked to answer in an online sur-
vey launched October 16 for one month as 

part of the city’s “Imagine Westmount 
2040” process to review and update its 
master plan. 

“Since the key to the project’s success 
is participation, I hope everyone will par-
ticipate in the survey,” Councillor Cynthia 
Lulham said last week. 

The survey follows on the heels of a re-
cent webinar presentation 
by well-known urban 

Train track replacement 
to cause overnight noise 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Just as the year’s road work subsides, 
now residents close to the CP tracks are in 
line to experience overnight work to install 
new rails in the Westmount subdivision 
between the Lucien L’Allier and Montreal 
West stations. 

The current work will affect local resi-
dents living near the tracks in both Dis-
tricts 7 and 8, according to District 7 coun-
cillor Cynthia Lulham. 

The work is scheduled to take place Oc-

tober 26 to November 12, Monday to Fri-
day, from 8 pm to 6 am. This overnight 
time, as in other years, is to avoid disrupt-
ing the commuter train service. 

It is described as involving heavy ma-
chinery and railway equipment, which 
could cause a lot of noise (bangs, engines 
idling, voices and traffic alarms when re-
versing), and dust, according to informa-
tion posted on the city’s website and re-
ceived by Mayor Christina Smith from a 
CP official. 

For any questions or concerns, residents 
are directed to call CP’s free “Community 
Connect” line 24/7 at 1.800.766.7912 or 
email community_connect@cpr.ca. To re-
port an emergency, residents can contact 
CP police at 1.800.716.9132, also 24/7.

Pull-out section – Spotlight on Real Estate – begins after p. 10

Foot pain? 
Heel spur? 
Bunions?

— Consult — 
Dr. William Constant, podiatrist 

Dr. Jean-Maxime Rocheleau, podiatrist 

514-439-5112 
245 Victoria #525, Westmount continued on p. 7

BRIGID SCULLION
L U X U R Y  R E A L  E S T A T E

514.235.7878

www

Real Estate Broker

Savvy v
T
 y dream home ideal buyer

BMO Wealth Management is the brand name for a business group consisting of Bank of Montreal and certain of its affiliates, including BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc., in providing wealth management products 
and services. ® “BMO (M-bar roundel symbol)” is a registered trade-mark of Bank of Montreal, used under licence. ® “Nesbitt Burns” is a registered trade-mark of BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. 
BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Bank of Montreal. If you are already a client of BMO Nesbitt Burns, please contact your Investment Advisor for more information.

With us, it’s personal
Bradley Steinmetz
Investment Advisor and Portfolio Manager

Tel: 514-282-5825 
bradley.steinmetz@nbpcd.com 
www.steinmetzwealth.com

RLARCA

514.726.207
PROFUSION.GLO

Profusion immobilier inc. Real Estate A

Real Estate Broker
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Mayor’s, family’s COVID-19 
remains mild, p. 7
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Québec.ca/coronavirus

 1 877 644-4545

Why should you 
avoid private gatherings?

We need to react now.

Avoiding getting together with family 
and friends limits contact and curbs 

the spread of the virus.



Janitorial contract increased to deal with COVID 
By Laureen Sweeney 

How much does pandemic disinfecting 
cost? Insight into one of Westmount’s cost 
increases over COVID-19 came October 17 
when the city council approved a hike in 
the contract for janitorial services at “vari-
ous municipal buildings” other than the 
Westmount recreation centre (WRC). A 
separate one was awarded for it. 

The three-year contract for various 
buildings awarded September 4, 2018 to 
Axia services (the only conforming bidder) 
at a maximum of $2,229,453, was boosted 

by $311,171 to comply with “the disinfec-
tion of buildings recommended by the 
CNESST [the workers’ health and safety 
board].” This was described as “necessary 
to reduce the risk of contamination.” 

Councillor Philip Cutler, who moved 
the increase, referred to this as being an 
example of the type of pandemic expenses 
the city was incurring and for which 
(among other things) it is to receive $4.2 
million from the Quebec government to 
help with pandemic expenses (see story 
October 20, p. 1). 

A separate WRC contract for janitorial 

services for 10 months also went to Axia 
services at a maximum of $125,046.
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DANIELLE ALLARIE 
Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com
514.730.8708 
dallarie@gmail.com

JUNE BAILY 
Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105 
june@junebaily.com

Hampstead – 26 Fallbrook 
Asking $2,295,000 | MLS 21161889

RENOVATED COTTAGE

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce – 4184 Av Old Orchard 
$1,200,000 | mls 26831972

SOLD IN 8 DAYS

in the Spotlight 
pull-out section after p. 10 

Dodge on 
September real estate, p. RE-16 

History by the House, p. RE-24 

Return to Retail 
(U Beautiful), p. RE-22

City: No flu vaccination 
at Victoria Hall 

“Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, there 
will not be a mobile clinic in Westmount 
this fall for the vaccine against influenza,” 
the city of Westmount’s website noted on 
October 19. 

“Anyone seeking to be vaccinated will 
be able to make an appointment with 
CLSC Métro,” it continued. It is located at 
1801 de Maisonneuve West, downtown at 
St. Matthew. 

Please see the CIUSS du Centre-Ouest-de-
l’Île de Montréal’s advertisement on p. 12 for 
its message on flu vaccine appointments.

  
RE/MAX ACTION Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave 
Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4 
514-933-6781 – fax 514-313-5362

Sylv�e 
Lafren�ère 
514-895-7001 
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

Your Search Ends Here!

Why List your Home Before the Holidays? 
✭ Buyers who shop for homes before or during 

the holidays are qualified and committed 
✭ They are open to accommodating your moving date: 

now, next spring, or next summer! 
✭ This late in the year, they have a reduced inventory 

of properties to choose from, which places you 
in a very strong negotiating position 

✭ You benefit from more time to shop 
for your next home 

What Happens After the Holidays? 
✭ Inventory of available homes starts to increase 
✭ More competition from sellers 
✭ Buyers have more houses to choose from 
✭ Buyers may be less flexible regarding 

terms and conditions

Letters, p. 14 

Return to Retail 
(Iris Setlakwe), p. 16 

Fundraiser Profile: 
Kassie & Decker, p. 17 

9 Lives, p. 14 

Westmount A-dog-tions, p. 14

BEAUTY by NEALY 
We are open again! 

And following all 
protocols to create 

a safer environment. 
Please call Nealy to book 

your appointment. 

Bon courage • Be safe

NEALY BEAUTE elle & lui 
SINCE 1990

2040 Decarie (at de Maisonneuve) 514.482.9616 
www.esthetiquenealybeaute.com

Nealy Chea 

We use and sell:

Free Parking

Victoria Hall, pictured October 23, won’t be the 
site of flu vaccinations this year (see below 
right), but it will need extra cleaning, due in 
both cases to the pandemic. Photo: Independent.
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A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

Re/Max Action Inc Agency – Westmount

ANNE-MARIE LARUE 

514-919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

EVI HO 

514-862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

Bonavista Towers – 4650 Bonavista 
1 & 2 Bedrooms —Balconies 

950–1450 sf — $1,399+ 
Spacious Rentals — 9 ft Ceiling 

Rent includes all stainless appliances, heat, 
hot water and a free storage locker. 

1 Month Free* Immediate Occupancy* 
Equipped Workout Room * Parking Available 

www.bonavistatowers.com 
– Brokers Protected – 

Call for a visit 514 383 4977

Adj. W
estmount 

Pet friendly

*conditions apply

Don’t forget to remember 
The Westmount cenotaph on Sherbrooke at Argyle Ave. 
October 18. Armistice Day (November 11) is a Wednesday 
this year. Photo: Ralph Thompson.



Council told of positive COVID testing 

Mayor, family plan to be out of quarantine this week 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Mayor Christina Smith announced at 
the virtual council meeting October 19 that 
she and her family would be isolating “for 
the prescribed” time following positive test-
ing for COVID-19 October 16. 

Later last week, she told the Independent 
that her symptoms had remained mild and 
she and her family “would be coming out 
of quarantine as of the night of Monday 
[October 26, after the Independent’s press 
time].” She said that she would not go into 
city hall for the remainder of this week, 
however. 

Symptoms had remained mild except 
for “intense fatigue,” she said. 

She reports that her three children have 
been asymptomatic. 

She had told the council meeting that 
“unfortunately I and my children and hus-
band tested positive Friday [October 16] 
after very mild symptoms. She said that 
“as usual” she would be working remotely 
“as many of you have.” 

Her news came at the opening of the 
meeting and just before she announced 
that the city was being given $4.2 million 
from the Quebec government as part of its 
$800-million distribution to help munici-
palities balance their budgets after pan-
demic losses and additional expense (see 

story October 20, p. 1). 
In a statement October 21, modified 

from one on the city website the night be-
fore, she said she expected to isolate for 10 
to 14 days. “I encourage people who have 
been in contact with me or a member of 
my family to get tested. Please stay safe.”
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WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 

corner Grosvenor

514 933-8556

Yes, we service all makes & models 
Yes, our services respect your new vehicle warranty, 

including complete service programs 
Yes, we offer limo service for pick-ups and drop-offs 
Yes, you can drop your vehicle off 

& bus/Metro/walk to work

Professional mechanical & body shop

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

Book a tire change 
for October (No kidding!)

The 
2020 

deadline 
for winter tires: 

December 1
 Convenient location 
 Better-than-dealer pricing

planner Larry Beasley October 1. Beasley 
touched on many of the areas to be con-
sidered by residents in creating and devel-
oping the kind of city they would like to 
live in for the next 20 years (see story Oc-
tober 13, p. 9). 

The survey’s questions not only provide 
many multiple-choice answers, but in 
many cases ask for explanations of the re-
spondent’s answer. As a result, it can re -
quire well over 30 minutes, depending on 
how long it takes one to provide additional 
input. 

Called “Land diagnosis online activity,” 
the survey is divided into six sections. 
These are: housing and social fabric, trans-
portation and mobility, local shops and ser-
vices, environment, identity and heritage, 
and public amenities and public spaces. 

Fact sheets providing background data 
can be accessed by clicking on each of the 
six themes. 

Current understanding 

The survey’s aim is “to enrich the cur-
rent understanding of Westmount’s terri-
tory by identifying its strengths and weak-
nesses.” 

A detailed report of the results is to be 
made public two weeks after its deadline 
November 16. 

The survey is introduced as being anony -
mous. Respondents are asked to fill in their 
postal codes, which presumably will help to 
determine which areas of the city may feel 
a particular way. 

A last question, however, provides re-
spondents with an identification number 
and asks them for their email address.

Survey, cont’d. from p. 1  

◀▼COVID-19 has affected nearly all aspects 
of municipal operations, as seen October 23, 
now including the mayoralty. Photos: Independent.Westmount Park.

Victoria Hall.

Westmount recreation centre.



Extra Public Security patrols planned 

COVID trick-or-treating protocol 
emphasized for Hallowe’en 
By Laureen Sweeney 

While the municipal government plans 
to follow the Quebec government’s pan-
demic safety protocols for this year’s trick-
or-treating on Saturday, October 31, the 
city’s Public Security Unit is also reiterat-
ing the new guidelines for both those 
going door to door as well as residents de-
ciding to give out treats. 

“Many families with young children 
have decided to do something different this 
year by only going to friends’ front doors 
or setting up special activities at home,” 
said Kimberley Colquhoun, the depart-
ment’s assistant director. 

Such at-home activities could include a 
special treasure hunt or movie night with 
treats, she said. 

“There will be fewer kids participating 
this year and crowding must be avoided 
where residents have decided to hand out 
candy. Our collective goal is to keep the 
children safe as well as anyone else partici-
pating this Hallowe’en.” 

This means parents who choose to 
allow their children to go trick-or-treating 

should keep their outings short. “Incorpor-
ating a protective mask should be an easy 
task this year and keep your distance from 
others, including residents who answer the 
door. 

“Please keep this in mind and plan your 
activities accordingly, and follow the most 
recent public health recommendations.” 

As usual, extra public safety officers will 
be on patrol and will have reflective 
stickers that can be handed out to children 
throughout the evening. There will be six 
patrols covering the city. 

Colquhoun also reminded residents 
that the annual haunted house next to city 
hall has been cancelled (see story October 
20, p. 23). In its place, a special movie 
called “Westmount 2020-The Haunted 
 Hiatus” will be posted on October 31 at 
Westmount.org.
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 

514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

CARPET/RUG 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

ORIENTAL RUGS: 
NEW AND ANTIQUE 

hand wash and repairs 

g COVID CLEAN h 
ALL CARPETS 

AND FURNITURE 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35 YEARS!

Freddy Kreuger, from the A Nightmare on Elm Street films, reads the Westmount Independent near 
Westmount’s Elm Ave. He will be in the Public Security Unit’s movie, the Independent has learned.

Images courtesy of Westmount Public Security. 
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A bush grows in Westmount 

This bush is growing in a crook of a tree on the north side of de Maisonneuve between Lans -
downe and Roslyn, as seen October 15. The Independent thanks the anonymous caller for telling 
us about this development. Photo: Independent.



Champagne now at another CSSM school 

École St. Léon loses a beloved, long-time employee 
By Martin C. Barry 

The principal of École St. Léon de West-
mount was apologetic last week as she told 
the Independent that the school adminis-
tration had no choice but to allow a popular 
and long-time employee to be transferred 
to another Centre de services scolaire de 
Montréal (CSSM) school because demand 
for his services fell drastically during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

An online petition was launched on the 
change.org website after parents at St. 
Léon were informed that Patrick Cham-
pagne’s position at the school was being 
phased out by the newly-created CSSM, 
which replaced the Commission scolaire 
de Montréal. 

According to the petition, Champagne 
had 25 years experience as a child-care 
worker at École St. Léon and was well-liked 
by everyone. His last day of work at St. 
Léon was on October 21. 

The petition, which was started by Be-
noit Moreau, noted that once an upcoming 
building and extension project at St. Léon is completed, there is almost certain to be 

a need for someone like Patrick Cham-
pagne as the school again reaches its full 
capacity. 

“In the current pandemic situation, we 
need qualified personnel like Patrick to 
help the children and families,” said the 
petition, which had been signed by 159 
people by last Friday. It said cutting per-
sonnel is “counter productive.” 

In an interview, St. Léon principal Tania 
Genzardi pointed out that Champagne, 
who was a full-time employee, wasn’t ac-
tually terminated by the CSSM, but was 
moved to another school. 

“Since the employer is the school ser-
vices centre, and there are of course several 
schools, this is a change of position and 
not a termination,” said Genzardi. How-
ever, she said she fully understood the re-
action among the parents and pupils. 

“Mr. Champagne was truly someone ex-
ceptional – a really good person who did 
his job really well – and liked by everyone. 
But this is, unfortunately, something that 
is outside our control.” 

Genzardi noted that since École St. Léon 
had at least 200 pupils enrolled in its child 
care program at one point, the school met 
the requirements to have an employee as-
signed for that specific type of work. 

“But because of COVID, the parents – 
and I understand it’s not their fault – didn’t 
register their children for the child care ser-
vice because they were probably afraid of 
COVID,” she said. 

“So, we lost an enormous number of 
children and that dropped under the level 
of 200 students. 

“And when that happened, the position 
wasn’t being paid for anymore. There was-
n’t any budgetary envelope anymore to pay 

the salary.” 
Genzardi did not rule out the possibility 

that École St. Léon could “re-acquire” Pa-
trick Champagne in the future if enrol-
ment for the child care service were to in-
crease. 

“I would tend to say yes,” she said. “And 
since he has a lot of seniority at the school 
commission, he’d be better able to choose 
positions and his chances of returning 
would be very good.”
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Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

GK Decor 
Commercial & Residential Painting 

RESIDENTIAL PAINTING 

COMMERCIAL PAINTING, INCLUDING: 
• small shops • shopping centers 

• grocery stores • offices 
• new construction buildings 
• restaurants & much more... 

INSTITUTIONAL PAINTING, INCLUDING: 
• public schools • universities • libraries 

• hospitals, clinics etc... 

Call for your free estimate today! 

Gloria Keane 
Sales Representative 

450-635-9503

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Condo for Sale 

Westmount Square Luxury Condo with gym, pool and sauna. 760 sq/ft. 
Granite counters. Floor to ceiling windows. $549000 Call Toni 514-894-
9929. 

Leaves and Snow Service 
Snow shoveling for stairs, walkway, entrance and front patio (no parking). 
Raking Leaves. Contact Vince at 514-294-5562. 

Caregiver Available 
Dependable experienced Caregiver for elderly working in your home, 
performing daily tasks, errands, meal preparation. Car, flexible, references. 
(514) 924-5954. 

Office Space Available 
Small office spaces available for those who are tired of working at home. 
Quiet and private in well-maintained building on Sherbrooke street in 
Westmount. From $650 per month. Please call Michael Doroshenko, Real 
Estate Broker F&A Armstrong Real Estate Services Inc. 514-824-2278.

Classifieds in the 
Independent 

Why list your goods (or services) 
on fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-
replying websites when you can list 

(and sell) locally? 

Buy a classified in the 
Westmount Independent at: 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Seen here on October 22, École St. Léon de Westmount on Clarke Ave. has at least one employee 
less following the loss of long-time child care worker Patrick Champagne who was transferred to 
another CSSM school.



Playing with Tank 

Tank needs a buddy, standing there 
wagging his tail, pushing his toy forward 
and looking to dig in his 
heels for a pulling contest. 
Let’s agree that he is quite 
the handsome guy with his 
sleek short white coat and 
brown markings, adorable 
nose and soulful eyes. 

He is such an affectionate 
and cozy fellow, looking for 
a family to share all his time 
with. Tank is presently at 
the Montreal SPCA kennel, 
dreaming of a warm cozy 
bed and lots of playtime. 

He is a very healthy four-
year old, up to date with his 
inoculations, neutered and 
microchipped. 

Please note his identifi-
cation number 45358891 and 
you can refer to it when you 
go to the Montreal SPCA 
website at www.spca.com 
and fill out the adoption ap-

plication for him on the attached link. 
Once submitted, you will then be contacted 
within 24 hours for a telephone interview, 
followed by a visit by appointment at the 
SPCA. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne
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Trudeau’s Charter, 
the FLQ and irony 

Seeing the marchers for the FLQ in 
Westmount (October 23, p. 22), I’m re-
minded of Skokie, the Chicago suburb that 
was to be the theatre of a neo-Nazi march 
in the late 1970s. It was chosen by the 
marchers because of the great number of 
resident Holocaust survivors. The most 
vocal support for the marchers came from 
the ACLU (the American Civil Liberties 
Union). Ultimately, the march was re-
routed by the courts to Chicago. 

Today, Jeunesse Debout marches in 
Westmount in support of the “right” to as-
sassinate cabinet ministers and maim con-
stables who attempted to defuse would-be 
assassins’ bombs. The marchers bestir 
themselves with their merry sloganeering 
against Pierre Trudeau, the root and 
branch of all evil, don’t you know? To think 
that, were it not for his Charter of Rights, 
these blithe [people] could have easily been 
denied a permit by the city. 

As the late civil libertarian Alan Borovoy 
said: defending civil liberties often requires 
that we invoke the highest of principles on 
behalf of the lowest of people. 

Howard Greenfield, Hillside Ave. 

Motorists need voice, 
to be heard 

I had prepared the following before 
seeing the letter in your last issue (p. 6) 
from Mr. Steve Myro (whom I have never 
met nor spoken with) headlined “Ques-
tions remain about APCW” in which he 

answers Mr. Roger Jochym better than I 
could. Here goes anyway. 

In Mr. Jochym’s reply (October 13, p. 6) 
to my letter in your September 29 issue (p. 
6) on the substance of the APCW as an ad-
vocate for cyclists’ demands, he accuses 
me of “belittling” his friend Mr. Dan Lam-
bert. He takes the opportunity to enumer-
ate a number of good deeds performed by 
Mr. Lambert personally. 

There is not a single word disparaging 
Mr. Lambert personally or otherwise in my 
letter, which was simply a follow-up on 
your reporter Martin C. Barry’s earlier ex-
cellent piece of journalism (September 15, 
p. 16) on the structure (or, as it turns out, 
non-structure) of the APCW. 

Contrary to the inference in the third 
paragraph of Mr. Jochym’s letter that I am 
endorsing climate heating, the gist of my 
previous correspondence consists simply 
of pleas (1) on behalf of residents, particu-
larly elderly ones who cannot ride bicycles 
on steep hills, for a fair share of the use of 
our roads and (2) for the sake of all, better 
behaviour and respect for traffic regula-
tions by cyclists. 

As for my facetiously self-styling myself 
as “Founder, President and Sole Member 
of The Westmount Association of Motor-
ists for a Fair Voice in Reasonable Traffic 
Regulation,” Mr. Jochym evidently failed to 
see the humour. We do need, however, 
whether through an organization or indi-
vidual voices like Mr. Myro and myself, to 
be vigilant about disproportionate privi-
leges for cyclists. 

Robert Cowling, Parkman Place 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 

Editor 
David Price: 514.935.4537 

editor@westmountindependent.com 

Chief reporter 
Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics 
Ted Sancton 

Advertising sales 
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567 

advertising@westmountindependent.com 

Classified ads 
www.westendclassifieds.com 

Accounting 
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138 

office@westmountindependent.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters & Comments: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and 
edit them. Please limit to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for 
publication the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to 
make subsequently submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in 
every issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 

14,500+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions 
Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 

Owned and published by: 
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

Letters to the Editor Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

Gracious Padfoot 

A beauty! Stunning with her perfect 
colouring of cream and pearl grey, such a 
Persian way to her. She is 
so sweet, looking to be petted 
and brushed. She purrs re-
laxingly for herself and 
everyone around her. 

What a delightful Padfoot, 
grace and warmth to bring 
to a family. She is a healthy 
twelve-year-old senior, up to 
date with her inoculations, 
spayed and microchipped. 

It is sad to see a senior 
pet at the Montreal SPCA, 
yet she is waiting right now 
with hope at the cattery for 
the loving home you can 
give her. 

Please think of Padfoot 
for adoption, referring to 
her identification number 
45493573 and emailing the 
Montreal SPCA at its website 
at www.spca.com in order 
to fill out the adoption ap-

plication for her on the attached link. Once 
submitted, you will then be contacted 
within 24 hours for a telephone interview, 
followed by a visit by appointment at the 
SPCA. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler



La Cookery coming to high-profile Sherbrooke storefront 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Preparations were ongoing 
last week for the opening of a 
kitchenware store called La 
Cookery on Sherbrooke at Vic-
toria, beside Hogg Hardware. 
Previously occupied by David’s 
Tea, the space is being outfitted 
to provide an array of cooking 
and baking equipment. 

“In a crisis comes opportun-
ity,” said owner Melissa Perrotte. 
Partnering with Alison Martin, 
a cousin and owner of three 
Cookery outlets in Toronto, the 
one here is to operate using a 
French-language version of the 
Toronto slogan “specialists in 
cookware.” 

“People are definitely spend-
ing more time at home and 
cooking more,” Perrotte ex-
plained. As well, at the start of 
the pandemic, she lost her job in 
communications and advertis-
ing dealing with wine and food, 
and decided to pursue her 
passion and longtime experience in cook-
ing. 

“Now, the timing is right for me and it’s 

just in time for the Christmas season.” 
Why at this location? 
“We explored all the potential areas 

such as Pointe Claire village, 
St. Anne de Bellevue, Atwater 
market, Laurier St. and Mon-
kland; and decided this was the 
best area. I was looking for a 
perfect pedestrian one with a 
neighbourhood feel and street 
traffic. When I found this 
space was available, I knew this 
was what I wanted.” 

As well, “I love Hogg’s,” she 
said, adding that her sister, 
Claudia Perrotte, lives nearby. 
“In full disclosure, my brother-
in-law is [city councillor] Con-
rad Peart.” 

Range of stock 

Now, as she keeps receiving 
deliveries of stock, she rhymes 
off a number of items. These 
include roasting pans ranging 
from $35 to $425, Dutch 
ovens, a bunch of small electric 
blenders, mixers, choppers, 
coffee makers, specialty pans 
and ceramic stoneware dishes 
for bread making. There will 

also be crystal wine glasses and utensils 
such as garlic presses and lettuce spinners 
as well as napkins and highly absorbent 

dish towels. 
“I’m also specializing in the service as-

pect. I’m going to be very accessible and 
open, and provide information on the best 
way to use equipment and prepare certain 
dishes such as bread-baking.” 

“We’re willing to open for private pur-
chasing before and after hours for a per-
sonalized shopping experience. This is a 
service that we will maintain once the pan-
demic is over, but is especially pertinent 
right now.” 

Perrotte feels she’s on track to open the 
store next week.
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The finest 
retirement 
lifestyle is 

available at... 
Westmount’s 

Good living 
comes 

with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate 
comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs 

24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED SUITES at affordable rentals. 

4430 St. Catherine West 
514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com 

A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

Andy Dodge & Associates 
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4 

Tel: 514-482-8560 www.andydodgeassociates.com 
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data 
about Westmount real estate

While La Cookery remained under renovation October 21, Melissa Perrotte 
displayed from her own kitchen samples of some of the kitchenware she 
has been receiving.
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39399-67145

We compound medication for your pet 
Flavoured medicine, chosen format (capsules, treats/pastes, 

liquids, creams). It s not just hiding a pill in a piece of food! 

PEARSON & COHEN-TENOUDJI 
Pharmacy  

5025 Sherbrooke W. (between Claremont & Grey) Suite 102 
(ground floor entrance) H4A 1S9 – 514 484 2222
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Setlakwe opens third store, here 

The times they are a-changin’. Indeed, 
our days – and nights – have changed em-
phatically. 

One effect of this irritatingly enduring 
pandemic is that dressing is more casual. 
Sweat pants, in all derivatives and ques-
tionable glory, are seen everywhere – as are 
tights. Hoodies abound. 

But there also creeps a rumour. 
Tired of T-shirts and sweaters, some 

women would like to see a return of chic. 
And those appreciative of a complement-
ary – and complimentary – style now have 
a fashionable new choice in Westmount. 

Designer Iris Setlakwe has opened her 
third boutique. The others are at the Rock-
land Shopping Centre and in Knowlton. 
Her collection is also sold at retailers across 
Canada and in the US. 

Launched in 2001, the brand is re-
nowned for its mix-and-match items. Par-
alleling today’s more casual mood of dress-
ing, Iris’ Travel Collection (yes, who knows 

where and when, but still...) features easy 
but elegant knits. 

Her wrap-and-cape dresses have a 
unique feel and her softer take on the 
blazer moves Zoom and bored/board room 
outfits in a comfortable yet still-sophisti-
cated direction. 

Iris’ daughter Estelle, pictured at right, 
showed me around the fabulous West-
mount shop, which opened on October 8. 
In the minimalist space, gleaming in -
dustrial ceiling lamps light an array of de-
lectable knits. Sweaters, yes; but sharper 
rather than casual. A lovely misty grey 
sweater-shawl caught my eye. Perfect over 
anything and everything. Nothing steroi-
dal, but clean classics with Iris’ creative 
twist, heralding a new way of dressing. 

Good to know? 90 percent of the collec-
tion is made in Montreal. Walk, don’t run 
so you too can discover this beguiling 
beautiful line. No sartorial angst this sea-
son. The singular appeal of Iris Setlakwe’s 
collection is imbued with wearable creativ-
ity. 

Iris Setlakwe 
4925 Sherbrooke St. 
Monday to Friday: 10 am to 6 pm 
Saturday: 10 am to 5 pm 
Sunday: 11 am to 5 pm

Return to Retail 

Veronica Redgrave
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Cause: Just for Kids’ Dancing with the Stars 

Fundraiser Profile: Kassie & Decker 

As Social Notes depends on social events, 
which depend on gatherings, times have 
changed. But we’ll meet again. Until then, we 
profile the disappointed but determined sup-
porters of great causes to see how they are far-
ing in our smaller world and learn their event’s 
new plans. 

Westmounters Allyson Kassie and 
Arabella Decker co-chair the annual JFK 
(Just For Kids Foundation) Dancing with 
the Stars, normally a sold-out event held 
at Le Windsor. Due to the moment, it 
will now be online. 

What is your event? Cause? 
JFK Dancing with the Stars is set to host 

its 15th season in spring 2021. 
Performers will spend the next several 

months raising funds for JFK Foundation 
and rehearsing their routines with dance 
pros from Juste Danse Studio. 

The event gives locals a chance to shine 
on stage, the opportunity to work with pro-
fessional dancers, and allows them to 
make a difference in the lives of countless 
children by supporting the foundation. 
Our dancers are prominent Montrealers, 
business professionals, doctors, entrepre-
neurs, philanthropists, influencers, and 
more – many of whom reside in West-
mount. 

Each year the show takes on a new 
theme that is showcased through the 
dancers’ routines and the event as a whole. 
In normal times, it is paired with a cocktail 
dînatoire. This gala is one of JFK’s flagship 
events. 

Just for Kids Foundation raises funds 
to purchase high-priority medical equip-
ment, and to support initiatives, that im-
prove the quality of care for patients of the 
Montreal Children’s Hospital. 

At JFK Foundation, our vision is simple: 
To continually enhance the experience and 
care of every patient at the Montreal 
Children’s Hospital. 

It was to be held on what date? 
Normally, the event is 

held annually at Le Wind-

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

continued on p. 18 Allyson Kassie and Arabella Decker at last year’s event.



18 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – October 27, 2020

sor, to a sold-out crowd of over 300 sup-
porters, friends, and family members. 

Have you planned a new date? 
Planned for spring 2021. 

How did you (personally) shelter in place 
during the lock-down? 

Allyson: I took my dancing from the 
studio into my kitchen. Dancing with a 
broom is actually kind of fun! 

Arabella: In the early days of lockdown, 
we brought it all inside. School, work, 
meetings, virtual workouts, dance, “nights 
out” on Zoom. You name it. To 
break up the monotony, I took to 
the kitchen and committed to mak-
ing a different meal every day for 
four months. The spring and 
summer months brought some life 
to my garden, with small gather-
ings with my close “bubble” of 
friends and family. 

Have you developed a daily 
routine? 

Allyson: My new daily routine 
now includes making tons of Zoom 
meetings so our dance students 
can continue their classes. Other 
than that, I try not to whine/wine 
too much. 

Arabella: Yes. Work, workouts, 

trips to the market, school and home-
work… all part of the routine. During the 
summer, the Westmount pool was our 
one-hour daily slice of heaven. Didn’t miss 
a day. However, refreshingly, it hasn’t all 
been about routine. There’s been a lot 
more spontaneity around staying “close” 
with good friends. From a random walk-
by for a wave, calls and group chats to 
check-in with each other, walks to the sum-
mit on a nice day, to last-minute toasts on 
the patio.  

How did you stay in touch during 

the lock-down? With friends? 
With supporters? 

Allyson: I stayed in touch with Arabella 
by safe backyard visits! I stayed in touch 
with friends and family through social 
media, outdoor walks and video chats. 
These were all helpful tools in staying in 
touch with friends, family and clients. 

Arabella: Allyson and I had safe back-
yard visits; we even had a Dancing with the 
Stars meeting outdoors in a massive down-
pour… now that is dedication! 

Zoom at first. Lots of messaging and 
texts with those near and far. During the 

spring and summer, it was about 
workouts, walks and sunny days at 
the Westmount pool. Outdoor cap-
puccino meet-ups. Small gather-
ings and dinners in the garden and 
patio. 

Link for your event/cause sup -
porters? www.jfkfoundation.ca 

What do you miss the most living 
in our ‘smaller world’ today? 

Allyson: The thing I miss the 
most is my freedom. Freedom to go 
to restaurants, freedom to invite my 
friends over, freedom to travel. Oh 
yeah…and freedom to “juste danse”! 

Arabella: Hugs! There is no-
thing like a big hug.

Social notes, cont’d. from p. 17  
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At last year’s Dancing with the Stars: Stan Borsh, Cory Garfinkle 
and Louise Guim.

You are in good hands

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

AESTHETIC MEDICINE 
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENTS 
(No medical referral required) 

Plan your visit today 

514 342.8346

Dr. John P. Rowen 
Phlebology 

Aesthetic medicine

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount 
www.xomed.ca  |  info@xomed.ca
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Alan
Klinkhoff
Gallery

Toronto
190 Davenport Road
416.233.0339

Montreal
1448 Sherbrooke Street West 
514.284.9339

www.klinkhoff.ca
info@klinkhoff.ca

Sale of Modern, Impressionist & 
19th Century Art

Now online at Klinkhoff.ca/Fall2020 with available works on view in our 
Montreal and Toronto galleries. For all buying inquiries, contact us at your 

earliest convenience.

John Little b. 1928
Rue Henri Julien coin Marie Anne, Montreal, 1971

Oil on canvas
24 x 30 in (61 x 76.2 cm)
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