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Imagine green ‘grass,” hammocks, terrasses

New summer space for Greene,
traffic to use one lane

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A whole new reconfiguration and am-
biance is planned this summer for Greene
Ave. between Sherbrooke and de Maison-
neuve, according to city plans revealed this
week to encourage the economic recovery
of the commercial street.

The usual parking lane on the east side
is to be pushed out into one of the two
existing traffic lanes on the one-way street,
allowing the reclaimed space to be used for
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Independent’s
summer schedule

June 23 — issue

June 30 - no issue
(Dominion Day observance)

July 7 & 14 — issues

July 21, 28 and August 4 — no issues
(usual summer break)

August 11 till Christmas — weekly
issues
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the safe distancing of café-terrasses, pedes-
trians, new seating areas and merchant or
other public activities.

“The idea is to bring life to the commer-
cial area and provide more space for
shoppers and people who want to enjoy
their own or take-out food,” said Councillor
Cynthia Lulham, whose commissionership
includes economic development.

“We are looking at green faux-grass car-
peting and artistic painting along with
street furnishing such as hammocks, seat-
ing and tables. The beauty of it is that we’ll
retain parking on both sides of the street.”

Much of this is to be funded from the
$200,000 appropriated by council June 1
for use in revitalizing the commercial areas
this summer (see story
June 9, p. 3).

continued on p. 22
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Selwyn alumni play ‘6 FT APART’
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Seen here on Saturday June 13 outside Selwyn House School, the band 6FT APART is made of
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Selwyn “old boys” who decided to lift people’s spirits with lively rock music. See p. 19 for story.

Pool plan calls for 90-minute time slots

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Plans were evolving last week to open
the city’s pool — possibly this weekend or
the day after, June 22 — so a proposal could
be presented to city council members after
press time on June 15, Sports and Recre-
ation director Dave Lapointe said last week.

Second municipal property

tax installment now deferred,
see p. 19

“We're looking at dividing the pool into
blocks (or sections) for which residents will
be able to book 90-minute time slots online
every day.” If some remain unfilled, they
would also be available for additional res-
ervation.

The diving area would be reserved for
diving, and lap lanes would be one-way to
observe social distancing and prevent
swimmers meeting.

Since access to changing rooms is not
allowed, the plan would see the men’s
changing room used as
the entrance to the pool, continued on p. 19
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4800 Maisonneuve Akelius

Westmount Estates
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neW|y renovated |UXU r-y apartment amenities property amenities

: - built-in stainless-steel - doorman
apartments available now appliances " tmess room

- quartz countertops - indoor parking

two bedrooms apartments starting at $2380 - European fixtures, - outdoor pool
three bedrooms apartments starting at $2415 lighting and flooring

- sauna
- relaxation room

- yoga studio

Westmount rentals also available

at our other properties contact us to reserve
266 Lansdowne 1 and 10 Rosemount avenue

starting at $2500 starting at $1525 YO U I a pa I"tm e nt

4557 Sherbrooke W 2050 Claremont +1-514-525-8777

starting at $2020 starting at $1500 montreal@akelius.ca
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Household hazardous waste drop-off June 20

The semi-annual household hazardous

K 5151-3 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W. \

waste collection takes place Saturday, June
20 at the city’s library parking lot on Sher-
brooke. Materials can be dropped off be-
tween 9 am and 5 pm.

The event was announced at the June 1
city council meeting by Councillor Marina
Brzeski.

Along list of accepted material ranging

Strange days indeed

from paint and pesticides to batteries and
fluorescent light tubes can be found on the
city website along with a list of those items
that are not accepted. These include medi-
cations, tires and asbestos.

At the same time, electronic waste such
as computer equipment, will also be col-
lected by EPRA-Quebec’s “Recycle my elec-
tronics program.”

City’s day camps slower to fill up

How quickly times have changed even
as the so-called de-confinement pandemic
measures evolve.

The city’s youth day camps, which
usually fill up within the first 10 or 15 min-
utes of registration, still had space at all
age levels on Day 2, even with the required
reduced number, Sports and Recreation of-

More winter prep!

ficials said June 10. Registration had
opened the day before at 8 am.

“People may have found other avenues
(for their children),” suggested department
director Dave Lapointe. On the other hand,
he said, many parents may not be back at
work or are working from home, or are still
“uncertain about COVID-19.”

Two new trucks purchased for snow removal

City council June 1 approved the pur-
chase of two new trucks related to snow re-
moval, continuing its purchases at the last
two council meetings for the coming winter.
“We're getting ahead of it,” said Councillor
Philip Cutler in moving the resolution.

Onsite nurse available
from Monday to Thursday
for your injection needs,
blood sugar monitoring,
general consultations.
Walk in or Call to book.
Pearson & Cohen-Tenoudji
Pharmacy

5025 Sherbrooke St.W (near Claremont)
Suite 102 - H4A 1S9

(ground floor entrance, 30 min free parking)

%$§ 1e1: 514-484-2222 793
: Fax: 514-484-2205

FREE DELIVERY

www.montrealpharmacy.com==UMIPrix

The 4X4 cab-chassis trucks are to be
purchased from International Rive Nord
at a cost of $385,546 including taxes. The
bid from the truck dealer was described as
the lowest conforming one but was the
only one listed in supporting documents.

Tennis lessons get
sudden go-ahead

Now that the Quebec government has
announced a decision to allow tennis les-
sons, Westmount was to open its online
registration June 15.

Even though that was the same day as
the first lesson, that should not deter some-
one from joining in a day late, said Sports
and Recreation director Dave Lapointe.
“It’s short notice but we weren't given
much time.”

As well, the city is starting to issue day
passes for guests to use the courts.

(at Venddéme Ave.)

Great opportunity, great location and now an incredible price!!l

This detached property is located across the street from
the Vendbéme Metro station, has 6-8 car tandem parking,
and is vacant and available immediately!!

Rare opportunity to own a property
adjacent to Westmount at this price!!

Perfect for development, needs renovations.

For sale by owner, and priced for a quick sale at $979,000!!
Please call 514-836-2799 for further information
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Aesthetic Medicine & Varicose vein treatments

514 342.8346

20 years of
Excellence, Professionalism & Passion

PMake the sight choices...
Plan your visit with T Rowen today!

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount
www.xomed.ca | info@xomed.ca

CCFP (EM)
Fellow CSP

Phlebology
Aesthetic medicine
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Westmount Square
EXCLUSIVE | Asking $3,399,000

Spectacular 3-bedroom unit on

a high floor offering unobstructed
west and obligue mountain views.
Extensively renovated apartment,
totally gutted and rebuilt.
Impeccable kitchen featuring
high-end stainless appliances and
sleek modern styling. Open plan
living room and dining room
Spacious master bedroom with

d a luxurious ensuite bathroom

and dressing area.
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Playground equipment now includes
sanitizer dispensers

mount Park, as seen June 5.

: ' e
A stand with four hand-sanitizer dispensers has been set up in the children’s playground in West-

PHOTO: RALPH THOMPSON.

For Prince Albert Park

New play structure delayed
but expected this fall

It may be delayed, but the new play
structure for Prince Albert Park is expected
to be installed by the fall, city officials said
last week. This results from the rejection
by the council June 1 of all four bids re-
ceived to an original call for tenders and a
new one being called.

The four that had been opened May 8
were rejected as being non-conforming,
Councillor Cynthia Lulham explained. It
was the first time the city had used a new
evaluation grid and all four bidders would

T

One of the current play structures at the western edge of Prince Albert
Park on June 15. There are also ones at the eastern edge. proro: Inoerenpent. |

be contacted quickly and the grid explained.

While Mayor Christina Smith said “this
is disappointing,” Lulham said it just
means the equipment will go in a little later
but that she expects the bidders will re-
tender quickly.

The tender call is “in the works and we
are hoping for installation in the fall,” said
city director general Benoit Hurtubise. The
bidders were missing a compulsory liabil-
ity document, he said.

The four bids ranged from one at
$280,270 excluding taxes to the highest at
$331,392, including tax.

Andrea Accurso
Demetrios Adamakakis
Jack Aitken

Trevor Aitken
Anthony Angelis

Jet Astrologo

Matt Avedesian
Imtiyaz Bandali
Keon Barin Khiabani
Amine Benflis
Zacharie Bourgeois

Julian Candido

Isaac Cape

Arturo Carbone

Michael Carrara

Philippe Carvalho-Guertin
Adriano Cecere

Henri Chalhoub

Ryan Cheema

Klint Crossley-Wright
Nahshon Da Silva

Lucas Daviault-Campbell
Alexis Delplace
Christopher Denham
Tomas Dubroca

Xavier Dumas

Toby Fischer

Mackenzie Girard
Francois Groleau

Carl Heidemann

Liam Hodgson

Congratulations to the Class of 2020.

Hunter Hoy Benjamin Michaud Bang
Barthélemy Hugé Brooks Miller

Adam Iasenza Nicholas Moukas

Victor Jamet-Larsen Ewan Nisbet

Christopher Jari Jacob Pimentel Roper

Daniel Kalichman Anthony Procaccini-Catalogna “You were true to your-
Blake Kastner Giancarlo Rachella selves, true to others,
Ben Katz Jonah Rosen and true to your place.
Tommy Kokkinos Arieh Rosenthal “Goodbye, good luck
Rory Krnjevic William Sebag and God bless.

David Layman Thomas Senese “ 1 mi

Jack Leber Dylan Silver i WIS you $6
Alessandro Lecavalier Enoch Tamale HIUCE:

Alexander Lin-Hu Simon Trudeau Hal Hannaford
Bryton Liu Chen Kiow Harris Woodward Headmaster
Alessandro Lorenzetti Angus Wright

Marcus Lynch

Oscar McCavour

Tyler Mclean-Dolbeck SELWYN OUSE

Dylan Merovitz DEPUIS 1908 SINCE 1908

“Together, you survived
a unique end to your
school career, and you
did it in VERITAS style.
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23 Ch. Edgehill, Westmount 8A-1485 Rue Sherbrooke O., 1347 Ch. St-Clare, Mont-Royal PH4-1455 Sherbrooke,
$6,995,000 Golden Square Mile - $6,950,000 $4,950,000 Golden Square Mile - $4,150,000

1565-1569 Av. du Docteur-Penfield, 725 Av. Upper-Lansdowne, 4826 Boul. De Maisonneuve O., 659 Belmont, Westmount
Golden Square Mile - $3.550,000+ GSTasT Westmount - $3,450,000 Westmount - $2,998,000 $2,199,000

678 Victoria, Westmount 33 Place Redpath, 3522 Vendome, Westmount Adj. 3742 the Boulevard, Westmount
$1,948,000 Golden Square Mile - $1,848,000 $1,748,000 $1,494,000

ACCEPTED OFFER SOLD SOLD ACCEPTED OFFER
32 Heath, Hampstead 3489 Grey, Westmount Adj. 334 Grosvenor, Westmount 5228 Hutchison, Outremont

MARTIN ROULEAU | BComm
Residential Real Estate Broker & Advisor

T 514.933.9998 | martinrouleau.comnr ENG E L&VGLKE RS®
NEOEnn MARTIN ROULEAU

©2020 Engel & Vélkers. Tous dioits réservés. Franchisé indépendant et autonome. Si votre propriété est déja inscrite veuillez ne pas faire cas de cette
annonce. Courtier immobilier, agence immobiliere, Engel & Vélkers Montréal / Québec.
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RAcISM EXISTS IN WESTMOUNT

What a horrible, disgusting, tragic
couple of weeks it has been with the ter-
rible deaths of yet more persons of colour
and yet we sit in our ivory towers thinking
it couldn’t happen in Westmount.

Whilst taking a walk along de Maison-
neuve last week, I witnessed racism, not
to myself but to an Asian gentleman walk-
ing along the street wearing a mask and
going on his way.

A truck was stopped at the stop sign on
Kensington and I could not believe my ears
when the driver and his passenger called
out the most derogatory words to this per-
son.

They took off before I could confront
them, which to be sure I would have done
but it left me with a horrible feeling that
we have this [kind of person] thinking they
are better than others, even in Westmount.

We must not kid ourselves. Racism is
here and if we want to live in a place that
we can be proud of it is up to each and
every one of us to stand up against this
kind of people.

SPEAK OUT. Each voice can make a dif-
ference.

ViviaAN GRANT, DE MAISONNEUVE BLvDp.

GIVE US AN ADDRESS, AND
WE’LL DELIVER THE COMPOST

We moved to Westmount two years ago
from Cote des Neiges, where we had been
composting (either in our back yard or city
collection once started) for 40 years.

We are unable to do so in Westmount.
We live in the 4300 de Maisonneuve apart-
ment block. I understand why it is ineli-
gible until a solution can be found to the

LETTERS TO

storage in larger buildings. We even
phoned the city to obtain an address where
we would deliver our compost. To our dis-
may, there is none.

We are not alone in our building. Other
former homeowners and environmental-
ists are also interested. Is there some way
the city could set up a service for us to de-
liver our compost? This would increase our
participation rate to which the Healthy City
Project refers in its column “Composting
survey results are in — improvement need-
ed”

Joun PETERS & ALETHA THOMPSON,
DE MAISONNEUVE BLvD.

PooL BADLY CONCEIVED,
BUILT FROM START

I take issue with Ms. Sweeney’s claim
in her article “Council awards pool repairs
to cost up to half-million” (June 2, p. 3) that
the Westmount recreation centre pool
opened in the fall of 2013.

It was due to open in 2014 as contracted,
but was not completed until 2015.*

My first swim in the pool left me disbe-
lieving that a pool with no membrane
should be proffered to the citizens of West-
mount as acceptable. Concrete pools were
obsolescent in Quebec by the 1960s.

Through the decades, membranes have
constantly improved. They were initially
introduced to help prevent mould. A more
cosmetic element is that they don’t abrade
the skin when rubbing up against the pool
wall — important when young children are
thrashing around at play in them.

Advertising, accounting, stories — one
contact, one email (but please be patient).

Davip Prickg, editor
Best method:
editor @westmountindependent.com
For voicemails:

514-935-4537 — I will get back to you

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

We are Westmount

Given COVID cutbacks at most of our advertising clients,

the INDEPENDENT is running on a skeleton staff.

PressTIME: Monday at 10:30 am
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am).

LETTERS & CoMMENTS: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and

edit them. Please limit to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for
publication the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to
make subsequently submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in
every issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic.

13,500+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions
Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays)

OWNED AND PUBLISHED BY:
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2Mg
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THE EDITOR

[ wrote to the Independent about my dis-
may in 2014 (July 8, p. 5 and August 19, p.
6).

Five years later, we're being burdened
with a $502,440.75 for repairs to a pool that
has had an extremely short life.

As a matter a fact, I recall that within
three months of the pool opening, a young
swimmer was recorded as having experi-
enced a fright when two large chunks of
concrete fell from the wall where he was
in the midst of a lesson. Not the kind of
memory you relish children recalling about
a fun-filled summer.

B.A. MANTEL, BRUCE AVE.
*Editor’s reply: We stand by our reporting.
See the pool’s official opening in our issue
of November 5, 2013, p. 1. It then opened
for its first full season in 2014. See June 3,
2014, p. 10. - DP

THINK LONG TERM ON
POOL REPAIRS, WARRANTY

Westmount residents are facing costs
of repairs that need to be done to an
amount of $500,000, which may or may
not be recovered in the current legal pro-
ceedings with the original contractor.

However, once we accept that we need
to spend $500,000, which per the tender
and contract documents only gives us a
three-year warranty, perhaps it would be
wiser that we study the option of doing
more to say get a 10-year or even longer
warranty, which amortized over the new
time period would reduce the effective an-
nual cost [implied by the current arrange-
ment] of $167,000.

A major part of the cost is in removing
the existing concrete and replacing it with
concrete with additional coverage.

Although I do not know the type of re-
bar used in the original construction, I do
know that epoxy-coated re-bar is the opti-
mal product to be used. Nor do I know the
ground protection installed behind and
below the floor or walls of the pool, which
needs to be considered. The characteristics
of the concrete also needs to be recon-
sidered as well as the paint coating on the
new concrete.

Since the repair work will not be start-
ing until the fall, there is time to take a
longer term viewpoint/value investing ap-
proach to optimize our tax dollars.

KEN LoNDON, PRINCE ALBERT AVE.

CONTINUE YORK ST.-STYLE
PLANTING

The overline and headline on p. 5 of
Westmount Independent of May 25 read:
“Spring planting adds to 50 last fall — City
plants another 125 trees along streets,
parks,” and, below a striking photo, the

caption reads: “A new tree at the York St.
parklet on May 22, with a seemingly dead
one behind. Just in time?”

Heading my letter is a cue from Tho-
mas Pakenham’s book Meetings with Re-
markable Trees — a unique illustrated vol-
ume destined to become a treasured col-
lector’s item.

On the left corner of the “Costco” apart-
ment building at 400 Lansdowne Ave.
stands my first outstanding tree with its
arms and fingers pointing to the top floor
windows.

Past the floral clock to the classical front
of Victoria Hall, its rival bids for the eyes
of passers-by.

And strolling to the parking lot between
the Westmount Public Library and the
YMCA, there are three fantastically out-
standing trees, which — unbelievably —
whistle and sing in the wind. In front of
4557 Sherbrooke St. is another outstanding
tree: it lassos the eye of the passer-by.

Behind Westmount city hall is the im-
posing Whitehall apartment building, with
three wide-bodied trees reaching the
height of the roof. Facing 311 Kensington
Av. is another fine example, as well as the
one facing 317 Melville Ave. Last, not least,
a most outstanding tree on the bike path
complements the gazebo in Westmount
Park.

There are numerous outstanding trees
in Westmount that I have left out. The rea-
son? They would make my letter too long.

When Westmount’s new arborist Stép-
hane Galarneau begins planting a new
series of trees, he could and would do well
to find spots related to the above outstand-
ing trees to compete with the stunningly
harmonious location he found and utilized
at the York St. parklet.

STEPHEN CHIN, SHERBROOKE ST.

THANKS FOR
THE INFORMATION

Thank you for keeping Westmounters
informed as to life during these COVID-
19 times.

[ am referring to your article concerning
the library, “Supermarket-style curbside
pick-up” (June 2., p. 1), and “Pool to open
— date unknown” (June 9, p. 1).

Your paper is also very informative on
the expansion of St. Léon’s School.

Hopefully, you will keep us informed of
any traffic detours due to the construction
of the school.

I am sure that I speak for many West-
mounters when I say how much we look
forward to your weekly newspaper to keep
us informed.

Keep up the excellent reporting.

BevERLEY HuTcHISON, KITCHENER AVE.
Editor’s thank-you: Thank you! Every letter
of support helps us with advertisers, who
make the paper possible. — DP.
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External audit: C

Councillor’s
column

KATHLEEN KEZ
DisTRICT 8

The city of Westmount’s financial state-
ments were recently audited by the firm
Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton and a
“clear opinion” was given. No discrep-
ancies were found, and the financial re-
sults present an accurate picture of the city
of Westmount’s financial position as at De-
cember 31, 2019.

The firm evaluated fraud and risk, as
well as reviewed internal controls in ac-
cordance with public sector accounting
standards. As in the previous year, the
audit confirmed that we are in a very
healthy financial position.

Net financial position: $24 million

I am pleased to report that as at De-
cember 31, 2019, Westmount was in a net
financial asset position, meaning its finan-
cial assets were higher than its financial
liabilities by $24 million, which is an in-
crease of $5 million over the previous year.

The total net worth of the city if we include
non-financial assets (e.g. buildings, sewers,
machinery, equipment etc.) is $205 million
compared to $193.8 million in 2018.

The audited statements revealed an op-
erating surplus of $49,129 for 2019 com-
pared to a $2.4-million surplus in 2018.
This is mainly due to a decrease in rev-
enues from duties on transfers compared
to budget.

Total municipal revenues were higher
than budgeted by $1.4 million. Upon closer
examination, some of the revenue items
that contributed to this includes revenues
from permits and licences, which had a fa-
vourable variance of $441,000 due to a very
active renovation market. It was the second
highest ever recorded, $1.3 million versus
$1.4 million back in 2017.

Interest revenues on deposits also had
a favorable variance amounting to
$389,000 as we were not obliged to liqui-
date assets as originally anticipated and
therefore allowing for more interest rev-
enue to accrue. Administrative and other
revenues were also higher than budgeted
by $347,000 due to auctions and supplier
discounts.

Total departmental expenses came to a
total of $12.9 million, whereas the budget-

WE ARE BACK

Coiffure Jean John

All safety measures are in place
for your protection.

APPOINTMENT RECOMMENDED

4897 Sherbrooke
Westmount

514-486-6261

Hommes Femmes Enfants
Women Children

ed amount was $14.8 million. This favour-
able variance can largely be attributed to
Public Works, where spending was
$1,281,165 less than budgeted due to sav-
ings on various projects.

Regarding Hydro Westmount, there
was a net favourable variance of $1,187,779.
The decrease in gross revenues was offset
by a larger decrease in operating costs due
to vacant posts for part of the year, as well
as a credit granted by Hydro Quebec due
to Bill 34.

The municipal pay-as-you-go was $4.4
million lower than budgeted and there are
two major reasons for this. The first is that
our Engineering department was able to
go out to tender earlier than other cities,
which resulted in lower costs in our road
projects by $1.2 million. The other reason
is that $3 million allotted from the appro-
priated surplus for the greenhouse was
moved to this year’s budget because unfor-
tunately the project is taking longer than
originally estimated, but we continue to
push it forward.

The budget strategy was to use $9.6 mil-
lion of the accumulated surplus for the
debt expense as well as our pay-as-you-go,
but as additional revenues were generated
and some building projects got postponed,

Curb side pick-up available

914.931.4613

Mon-Sat: 10to5 ¢ Sun closed

4419 rue Ste-Catherine 0.

(corner Kensington)

* Wagyu Beef
* 1855 Grass fed AAA beef
* Quebec Lamb and Veal

* Joe Beef Marinades

* Mandy’s Salad Dressings
* Smoked Salmon

* | asagna, Pastas

ear opinion, Westmount in excellent financial position

it was not used in 2019 and will be at-
tributed to projects in the current and fu-
ture years.

Accumulated surplus: $29 million

As at December 31, 2019, the total ac-
cumulated surplus was $29 million, and
of this amount 98 percent has been appro-
priated to various projects.

The outstanding debt as at December
31, 2019 was $9.3 million. Of this amount
$3.6 million is assumed by
the city and $5.6 million

iTutor

PRIVATE COMPUTER LESSONS

MAC « PC « iPAD « iPHONE
INTERNET ®* EMAIL ® SKYPE * FACEBOOK
SAVE PHOTOS * CREATE ALBUMS

continued on p. 9

N

-
ORGANIZE / TRANSFER / UPDATE
COMPUTERS anp DEVICES

CALL CATHERINE
\ 514.937.8267

. ~ CHOWICK@VIDEOTRON.CA

LEARN AT YOUR OWN PACE

IN YOUR OWN HOME

BOUCHERIE

_JUCOIN

CORNER BUTCHER

specializing in (uality Meats

* Grain fed chickens
(no antibiotics, no hormones)

* Farm fresh eggs

New Gourmet Products

* European artisanal meats

* Wide range of
marinated meats
for the BBQ season...

Thank you to our loyal customers who have

supported us during these unprecedented times
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Even during a pandemic,

you can consult

a professional.

Q) €
X b

Québec.ca/coronavirus

1877 644-4545
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Design study for small portion of sound barrier

City agrees to shared cost of $57K, Greene to Atwater

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Westmount city council June 1 author-
ized a maximum payment of $57,488 in-
cluding taxes for “the final preliminary de-
sign study” of developing a sound barrier
along Route 136 (Highway 720) from
Greene to Atwater.

This represents the city’s 50-percent
portion of a cost sharing agreement with
Quebec’s ministry of Transport ratified by
the council two years ago, for which the
anticipated amount now requires author-
ization as the ministry goes out to tender
“for the design and subsequently the prep-
aration of the required plans and specifi-
cations” (see story October 3, 2018, p. 1).

This stretch of the highway is a 315-
meter portion that affects properties along
Prospect and at the foot of Clandeboye as
well as behind Weredale Park to Atwater.
This portion was unchanged by the Turcot
project over which the city is still in court
in its efforts to obtain a sound barrier to
the west.

“This is a very longstanding issue,”
Mayor Christina Smith said of the sound
barrier as council authorized the maxi-
mum amount of its share at this time.

District 8 councillor Kathleen Kez, who
moved the resolution to pay for the devel-
opment of plans, said “we’ll see” what the
plan produces, though no details were dis-
cussed.

Ministry handling contract

City director general Benoit Hurtubise
said last week that the Transport ministry,
delayed by the pandemic, will now be
going out to tender to select a subcontrac-
tor, probably an engineering firm, to put
the plan together. Preliminary results
should be available in the spring.

Seven years ago, the city undertook to
pay 50 percent of a feasibility study for a
sound barrier east of Hallowell (see story
August 20, 2013, p. 8). Two years later, how-
ever, residents expressed opposition to op-
tions proposed in the study.

A number of problems included this
positioning, which included insufficient
space between houses and the CP right of
way, as well as the need to break the barrier
at Greene (see story August 4, 2015, p. 1).

The current plan, however, would see a
barrier starting east of Greene.

The CP railway tracks and then vehicles on the 720/136 were just visible through the trees on June
12 looking south from Prospect St. through Prospect Park, which run east from Greene to

Clandeboye.

...................................................

Councillor’s column, cont'd. from p.7

by the Quebec government, which pays its
grants [to be used to re-pay municipal debt]
over a 10- to 20-year period [instead of bor-
rowing the money itself].

The financial report and the auditor’s
report have been tabled by the treasurer
and have been forwarded to the Ministeére
des affaires municipales et de ’habitation.
The 2019 financial statement is available
on the city’s website for consultation.

Looking back at the past year, we can
conclude that Westmount remains in en-

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

..................................................

viable financial health. We continue to in-
vest in our infrastructures without having
increased our current debt, which has been
steadily decreasing.

In addition to continuously evaluating
the impact of COVID-19 on our 2020 op-
erating budget, we have begun the process
of planning for the 2021 capital and oper-
ating budgets, and I look forward to shar-
ing with you more information in the
coming months.

Kathleen Kez is the city councillor for
District 8 and the finance commissioner.

_$529,0000
o :

Westmount - Best-Kept Secret,
small condo bldg. steps to Victoria Village,
Parks, Tennis & Pool
C#11318536

STRONGER TOGETHER

TOUS ENSEMBLE

OPEN HOUSE VISITS
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY*

$529,000

Westmount - Opportunity to live in
trendy Victoria Village, 775 sq. ft.,
condo, large outdoor terrace & garage.
C#11318536

$799,500

Westmount Adj. Elegant Renovated
2 bedroom/2 bath condo - 5-star services -
occ. June 2020. C#11246102

g~

Peace and Quiet, Tranquil Setting,
Mature Trees, Private Deck off living
room/dining room. Video available.

Lo;ri Faughnan
514.715.6201

lorrifaughnan@gmail.com

courtier immobilier /real estate broker

Westmount - One-of-a-kind 3 bedroom/2 bath Condo with 1,000 sq. ft.
private garden, renovated for today’s buyer! Inmediate Occupancy!

C#18932275 video available

*Due to
COVID-19,
special rules

apply.
STAY SAFE /7

NO ONE IN THE WORLD SELLS MORE THAN

*Virtual Visit Video upon request
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Anne Ben-Ami (Madar)

Real Estate Broker

12 years experience ¢ Exclusive broker for M sur la Montagne
Professional. Dedicated. Results.

Av. Upper-Lansdowne, Westmount Av. Wood, Westmount

PHASE 2 - M SUR LA MONTAGNE

I,j“'—}
- H! llll.li H_ﬁ : 4“- LB

et - | DA 2

o $1,822,175 - $3,023,900 + taxes

"!'

':ll

5 UNITS AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY - 75% SOLD

514.726.3037 - annebenami.ca

sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.
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INTRODUCING

$698,000 $425,000 [ === $7000/mo M= $650,000 or $3,000/mo
4850 Ch. Cote-St-Luc, Apt. 74, CDN/NDG 4850 Ch. Cote-St-Luc, Apt. 47, CDN/NDG 1683 Boul. Gouin O., Ahuntsic-Cartierville 2 bedrooms, 1,400 sq. ft. with garage
MLS 17460385 MLS 21800106 MLS 27986089

SALE: MLS 19556489 RENTAL: MLS 18100377

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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Team Practice:

Play It Safe!

To increase the odds of returning
to normal daily life in the coming
months, we must continue to follow
health guidelines.

For more information and to find out
which activities are permitted, go to:

Québec.ca/recovery

The benefits that regular outdoor
physical, sports and leisure activities
have on our mental and physical health
are immense. It’'s good to get moving!
However, after weeks of being either
inactive or less active than before,

it’s important to take things slow and
resume these activities gradually.

Before taking part in any activity, be sure to
warm up properly to reduce the risk of injury.
It’s also important to gradually increase the
frequency and duration of your activity. It’s
normal for you to not perform at the same level
as you did when you stopped exercising. Give
yourself time to get back into shape by focusing
on having fun during physical activity.

Several sports federations have already
collaborated with the Québec government

to develop protocols for the resumption of
activities, many of which are available on their
respective websites. These guidelines are
tailored to their respective fields and disciplines.

Summer is for having fun
while staying safe

Nothing says summer in Québec more than
swimming and water activities. But every year,
accidents happen. It’s important to stay as safe
as possible by following these basic guidelines:

Always keep an eye on children and do not
leave them unsupervised during swimming
and water activities.

Follow the safety guidelines and restrictions
set by aquatic facilities.

Assess your own capabilities based on your
physiological condition.

Wear a personal floatation device (PFD)
correctly during water activities.

Always be accompanied by another person
during water activities.

Do not wear protective masks or face
coverings during water activities.

Federations are responsible for informing their
members of these guidelines and for making it
clear that health and safety guidelines, especially
hygiene rules, must be followed in order

to ensure that activities are practised safely.
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The successful resumption of normal daily life depends on everyone’s commitment to closely follow
health guidelines during all physical activities.
Before an activity

During an activity After an activity

If you have symptoms associated with
COVID-19, received a positive test result or are
in close contact with a person with COVID-19,
you must stay home.

Avoid any non-essential travel between
regions or cities.

Plan your physical activities to allow you
to respect the 2-metre physical distancing
rule at all times.

Ask managers of sites or facilities about the
measures they have implemented and what
you must do to respect them.

Limit the number of accessories or personal
equipment you bring with you (e.g. water
bottle, towel).

Go directly to the place where you practise
the activity.

For more information, consult:

Wash your hands with soap and water for
20 seconds or use an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer when you arrive at the location, and
as often as possible during activities.

Avoid touching your face with your hands.

Respect the 2-metre physical distancing

rule at all times, around counsellors, guides,
coaches or other participants, and during

an activity or when moving around (e.g. in
locker rooms or washrooms, when leaving
the location, on paths or stairs, or when using
bike racks).

Avoid handshakes, hugs and any other
physical contact.

Use your own equipment. If this is not
possible, make sure you disinfect objects and
equipment before and after using them.

https://www.cnesst.gouv.gc.ca/salle-de-presse/covid-19-info-en/Pages/toolkit-sports-outdoor.aspx

www.inspg.gc.ca/publications/3010-pratique-securitaire-marche-velo-covidl9

(available in French only)

https://sauvetage.qc.ca/en/lifeguarding/lifeguard-duty/bodies-water-supervision

Avoid lingering unnecessarily or stopping
on the way home to do an errand.

Wash your hands with soap and water for

20 seconds or use an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer before leaving the location and once
you arrive home.

After an activity, remove your clothes, place
them in a bag and wash them with your
regular laundry detergent.

Avoid taking showers on site.

Québec.ca/coronavirus

™ 1-877-644-4545

Québec
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SUPPORT FOR
SENIORS AFFECTED
BY COVID-19

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR:

« Aone-time tax-free automatic
payment if you currently receive
Old Age Security pension.

« An additional automatic payment for
seniors eligible for the Guaranteed
Income Supplement.

« Reduced minimum withdrawals for
Registered Retirement Income Funds.

SENIORS WHO LOST THEIR JOB MAY
ALSO QUALIFY FOR OTHER FINANCIAL
RELIEF PROGRAMS.

VISIT CANADA.CA/CORONAVIRUS OR
CALL 1-800 O-CANADA (1-800-622-6232) TO LEARN MORE.

[ L

Bl Coumment Gowemement Canada
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Royal Bank feeds super-hospital staff

i |

e

Volunteer Lydia Saputo, MUHC surgeon and Westmounter Dr. David Fleiszer, and Wafa Saad,

MUHC Foundation senior manager of community relations.

Staff at the Glen site of the McGill Uni-
versity Health Centre (MUHC), part of
whose campus is in Westmount, received
a family-sized meal courtesy of RBC as of
June 4.

“Under the leadership of RBC’s Quebec
president Nadine Renaud-Tinker, this gift
not only thanks our frontline workers, but
it also helps to show our appreciation to
their families waiting anxiously at home,”

ONGOING

Looking to develop your public speak-
ing and leadership skills? You can still
check out Westmount Toastmasters on
Zoom every Tuesday evening from 6:50
pm until 9 pm. Please join us during
COVID-19 by using the following link:
www.us04web.zoom.us/j/8525267519

TO BE LISTED IN

Comin’ Up

Please send your
Westmount event, to:

editor@westmountindependent.com

Be sure to write by Friday at 10 am
for inclusion the next week.

said MUHC Foundation president Julie
Quenneville.

Prepared by caterer Oliver & Bonacini,
the 4,000 meals will be distributed twice a
week as staff exit the Glen site over the next
five weeks.

In addition, RBC and Marriott Bonvoy
have collaborated to provide 1,000 room
nights at hotels located near the MUHC
Glen site. The rooms are offered through
MUHC as an option for staff who aren’t
able to be home with their families.

The MUHC is a designated COVID-19
hospitalization centre. This designation by
the ministry of Health and Social Services
means the hospital accepts the transfer of
patients with COVID-19 from other insti-
tutions.

The MUHC is actively participating in
the network effort around Montreal and
the western territory of Quebec to provide
care during this global health crisis.

PERFECT PLATEAU PIED A TERRE
FACING PARC LAFONTAINE

. s

$1520/m. furnished, all inclusive
Centris 18227663

Méliza Dumontier 514-364-3315

e —

Westmount Rotary gives to Depot

From left, club member Jim Fares and Daniel Rotman, executive director of the Depot.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF WESTMOUNT.
crisis.

The fundraiser brought together seven
Montreal Rotary clubs and the Westmount
club chose The Depot as the beneficiary of
a portion of the donations.

The Depot (formerly the NDG Food
Depot) received a donation of $1,255 from
The Rotary Club of Westmount to help
with the increased demand for their sup-
port to those in need during the COVID

*Botanica

STRATHMORE ARBORICULTURE

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

Arborists you can trust

Expert Tree Services in Montreal and

the West Island since 1992. Over the years,
we have built a reputation for superior
results and great customer service to
residential and commercial customers.

*Pruning

*Dead Wooding

*Tree and Hedge Trimming
*Tree Removal and Planting
*Stump Grinding

*Cabling and Bracing

PREVENTATIVE TREATMENTS

514 831-8733

Emergency Work 24/7

Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro
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Household hazardous waste
collection Saturday, June 20th

Collecte de résidus domestiques :
dangereux le samedi 20 juin :

9 h a 17 h, Bibliothéque. Débarassez-vous:
de vos peintures, solvants, piles, pesticides,z
appareils électroniques usagés, et autres

matiéres dangereuses de facon sécuritaire.

9 a.m. to 5 p.m,, Library parking lot.
Get rid of your leftover paint, solvents,
batteries, pesticides and other dangerous
materials safely. Used electronics will be

Taxes fonciéres : date limite le 29 juin
Le 2¢ versement des taxes municipales 2020
est exigible le 29 juin. westmount.org

Camp d'été de Westmount

Les inscriptions sont présentement en cours
pour les enfants de 6 a 12 ans. Votre compte
en ligne doit étre activé. westmount.org

Début des lecons de tennis le 15 juin
L'inscription en ligne débute le lundi 15 juin
a 8 h. Votre carte d'accés aux installations
sportives et votre compte en ligne doivent étre
activés au préalable. westmount.org

Carte d'acceés aux installations sportives
Demandez votre carte en ligne. Deux preuves
de résidence sont exigées. westmount.org/carte

BIBLIOTHEQUE

Fermeture du dépét Belvédére
Le dépdt du ch. Belvédere est désormais

fermé. Les résidus verts doivent étre apportés

aux écocentres ou placés dans des sacs de
papier pour la collecte des résidus verts.

Mur antibruit : entente pour étude
La Ville et le MTQ ont convenu de partager les

frais pour une étude de faisabilité pour

I'installation d'un mur antibruit prés de la rue
Prospect, entre les avenues Greene et Atwater.

westmount.org

Réouverture d'installations dans les parcs
Les modules de jeux et les pavillons dans les
parcs municipaux sont désormais ouverts.

Veuillez continuer a respecter toutes les

consignes d'hygiéne. westmount.org

Service de cueillette sans contact

Les membres de la Bibliotheque peuvent
ramasser, sur rendez-vous, les livres, films et
autres documents qu’ils ont réservés en ligne
ou par téléphone. Le batiment demeure fermé
au public. westlib.org

Retour de documents

En tout temps, vous pouvez déposer vos items
empruntés dans les chutes a livres situées dans
la zone orange prés du Victoria Hall.

La vie des Noirs est importante

Le personnel de la Bibliothéque a préparé une
liste de ressources - fictions et documentaires -
pour les enfants, les adolescents et les adultes
qui s'intéressent au racisme, aux inégalités et
aux discriminations. Consultez-la a westlib.org.

Concours littéraire McEntyre

Regardez le vidéo du dévoilement des prix en
ligne et téléchargez le recueil des histoires, des
poémes et des essais qui ont remporté un prix.

Félicitations a tous les gagnants et merci a tous
les participants au concours 2020. westlib.org

L'heure du conte en ligne
Découvrez des contes en frangais et en anglais animés
par le personnel de la Bibliotheque. westlib.org

Montrez-nous vos arcs-en-ciel!

Envoyez des photos de vos arcs-en-ciel a
bibliolab@westmount.org ou publiez-les en
utilisant le hashtag #westmountarcenciel.

Besoin d'une carte de bibliotheque?
Demandez votre carte de membre a westlib.org.

Féte nationale du Québec : quiz

Mardi 23 juin, 14 h a 15 h. Participez au quiz
virtuel en direct, animé par Randolph Pub Ludique.
Inscrivez-vous a fetenationalequiz.eventbrite.ca.
Cet événement est présenté grace a la subvention
"Le Canada en féte" du ministére du Patrimoine
canadien.

westmount. org/ eweastmount

Municipal taxes: June 29 deadline
The 2nd installment of the 2020 property taxes
is due June 29. westmount.org

Westmount summer camp

Registration is underway for children from 6 to
12 years of age. Your electronic account must
be activated to register. westmount.org

Tennis lessons begin June 15
Online registration begins Monday, June 15

. at 8 a.m. Your Sports facility access card and

your online account must be activated before
you register. westmount.org

Sports facility access card
Request your card online. Two proofs of
residence are required. westmount.org/card

LIBRARY

Curbside pickup service

Library members may pick up, by appointment
only, books, films and other documents that
they reserved online or by phone. The building
remains closed to the public. westlib.org

Document returns

Return your Library items at any time to the
book drops located in the orange zone
near the side door of Victoria Hall.

Black Lives Matter

The Library personnel has curated a list of
fiction and non-fiction resources for kids, teens
and adults committed to exploring racism,
inequity and injustice. Consult it at westlib.org.

McEntyre Literary Competition

Wiatch the video online announcing the winners
and download the book of winning stories,
poems, and essays. Congratulations to all of
the winners and thank to you all of the 2020
competition participants. westlib.org

collected the same day.
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Closure of Belvedere Rd. depot

The depot on Belvedere Road is now closed.
Garden waste must be brought to the
ecocentres or placed in paper bags for the
curbside yard waste collection.

Noise barrier: agreement for study
The City and the MTQ have agreed to share
the costs of a feasibility study for a sound
barrier near Prospect St. between Greene and
Atwater Avenues. westmount.org

Reopening of facilities in parks

The playground installations and comfort
stations in the City's parks are now open. Please
continue to follow all of the recommended hygiene
measures. westmount.org

Storytime online
Join us for storytimes in French and in English
read by the Library staff. westlib.org

Show us your rainbows!

Send photos of your rainbows to
bibliolab@westmount.org or tag your photos
#westmountarcenciel.

Need a library card?
Request your membership at westlib.org.

Féte nationale du Québec quiz
Tuesday, June 23, 2-3 p.m. Take part in an
online quiz hosted live by Randolph Pub Ludique.
Register at fetenationalequiz.eventbrite.ca.
This event is made possible by the Celebrate
Canada grant of the Department
of Canadian Heritage.
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New Weredale ‘tunnel’ non-conforming

#- : '......iil.-_- -

The south end of the new Weredale tunnel on June 12.

The new tunnel made of scaffolding
and construction hoarding from Dor-
chester Blvd. through the western, en-
trance arm of Weredale Park road turned
out to be “not conforming” for the passage
of any vehicles, city councillor for District
8 Kathleen Kez told the Independent June
11 by telephone, although the city’s “Urban
Planning [department] is looking at it.”

It was never intended to allow trucks
through. It would be useable by pedes-
trians in its current state, she said.

The roadway there has been closed
since February 27 after bricks fell from the

Trivia night, for serious cause

Stay socially engaged and physically
distanced with our online trivia fun!
Show off your knowledge for a good cause.
We all hope our children will never need it, but
it's good to know the Montreal Childrens’ Hospital
is there for us. With their compassion and
understanding, they are there to treat both
the physical and emotional needs of our kids.

For only 10 dollars a ticket, you can join us for some
fun and fundraising for this wonderful hospital.

See you online June 23 at 7 PM!

www.fondationduchildren.com/en/events/
trivia-in-trying-times

Or contact Penny Arsenault:
pennysk8@gmail.com - for information

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

house at that corner, 4030 Dorchester. The
city went to court to get the right to do work
on the building, but that effort was inter-
rupted in early April by the COVID shut-
down.

In a June 8 exchange by email, Kez had
said about the recent work, “The engineer
report further confirmed the advanced de-
terioration of the buildings facade. The city
will need to go back to Superior Court to
extend the timeline for the intervention.
The security of the perimeter around the
property was improved last Saturday [June
6] to ensure public safety.”
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Bibliothéque publique

Westmount Public Library,

Résidus domestiques dangereux (RDD)

LLECT

de Westmount, 4574, rue Sherbrooke Ouest

N

4574 Sherbrooke Street West

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW)

Peinture, solvants, nettoyants, pesticides, ampoules
et tubes fluorescents, piles séches, batteries d'auto,
antigel, huile & moteur, bonbonnes a propane et tout
matériel toxique, corrosif, réactif ou inflammable.

\

Produits électroniques désuets

Non acceptés : Appareils
électroménagers, moteurs, pneus, fusées
lumineuses, CFCs et tout résidu d'origine
commerciale.

Paint, solvents, cleaners, pesticides, CFLs and
fluorescent tubes, batteries (including car
batteries), antifreeze, motor oil, propane tanks
or anything marked corrosive, reactive or
flammable.

\

Old Electronics

Not accepted: Appliances, engines,
tires, road flares, CFCs and all
commercial waste.

Ordinateurs, portables, photocopieurs, téléphones
cellulaires, téléviseurs, magnétoscopes, appareils
photo numériques, écrans, imprimantes, cartouches
d’encre, périphériques de consoles de jeux vidéo,
télécopieurs, numériseurs, modems, baladeurs,
lecteurs CD, et plus encore.

Consultez la liste compléte des items
acceptés au westmount.org/rdd

Rappel : Le dépot dans la cour du Service des
travaux publics sur la rue Bethune est fermé au
public depuis mars 2019.

Pour plus d’information :
environement@westmount.org

Services des travaux publics
Public Works Department

Computers, laptops, photocopiers, cellular phones,
television sets, VCRs, camcorders, digital cameras,
printers, toner cartridges, monitors, video game
peripherals, fax machines, modems, portable audio
players, and more.

Consult the complete list of accepted
items at westmount.org/hhw

Reminder: The Bethune Street Public Works yard
depots have been closed to the public since
March 2019.

For more information:
environment@westmount.org
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Kirsch’s The Smallest Objective aims some focus on Westmount

By MARTIN C. BARRY

Who hasn't ever dreamed of finding out
what lies hidden in their family’s past? For
one former Montrealer, the instinct to
learn led back to Westmount, where an
older generation of her family once lived.

Toronto writer Sharon Kirsch, whose
book, The Smallest Objective, was published
by New Star Books last month, is the
granddaughter of Dr. Simon Kirsch, who
lived and died in Westmount.

As well, her father grew up in West-
mount, and she attended Marianopolis
College. Kirsch calls the book a work of

Jug Handle microscope belonging to Dr.
Simon Kirsch.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF SHARON KIRSCH.

Sharon Kirsch.

“narrative non-fiction,” being research-
based and grounded in her personal ex-
periences.

The title is a reference to the smallest
setting on a microscope, allowing a clinical
investigator to see objects magnified to
their greatest detail.

A microscope that belonged to the late
Dr. Kirsch is among the objects the author
found while carrying out her research.
She sees the microscope as having qualities
similar to human memory — since it focuses
sharply on selected objects, while obscuring
others.

“Some things in our minds loom large

and others become lost,” she said in an in-
terview with the Independent. “It’s a bit of
a metaphor for trying to investigate one’s
family.”

When Sharon Kirsch first embarked
on her quest at her mother’s Montreal
home, she discovered members of the
family she had hardly known. And, as it
turned out, two out of three who were
Montrealers lived in Westmount.

In addition to Dr. Kirsch who lived on
Windsor Ave., an aunt, Carol Silver, resided
at the 4300 de Maisonneuve high-rise
apartment building during the early 1960s,
not long after it was first built.

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
e British & European newspapers
e Specializing in fashion & interior
design e Imported chocolates

e BELL lifestyle natural products
e | ottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square

At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

PHARMAPRIX g} Place Alexis-Nihon

RN

Personal Care and
cleaning supplies

Medication,
Cosmetics =

We now deliver to Westmount!

We would also like to welcome you with 1 hour
of free parking on us! We hope to see you soon!

514-931-4283 %pen7 duys aweek

pharmaprix22@gmail.com

6D
v

Arthur Younanian
Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2
Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Dr. Simon Kirsch.

Dr. Simon Kirsch was a prominent
member of Westmount’s Congregation
Shaar Hashomayim synagogue. He was
also one of the founders of Camp B’nai
B'rith in the Laurentians.

At the time of Dr. Kirsch’s move to
Westmount around 1925, he was on the
building committee of the Jewish General
Hospital and played a key role in helping
to select the JGH’s Cote St. Catherine Rd.
site.

Dr. Kirsch also served as a director of
the now-demolished Mount Sinai Sana-
torium in Préfontaine near St. Agathe in
the Laurentians north of Montreal.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Window washing

WINDOW WASHING & GUTTER CLEANING! Low rates, excellent service. For
free estimate, call Jeff 514-655-3690. Fully insured.

Gardening, yardwork

Gardening, Weeding by hand, Trimming, Adding Mulch, Yard Cleaning,
Raking Leaves. Please contact or text Vince at 514-294-5562.

Classifieds in the Independent

Why list your goods (or services) on fly-by-night,
who-knows-who-is-replying websites when you
can list (and sell) locally?

Buy a classified in the Westmount Independent at:

www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally
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Real Estate

ANDY DODGE

iy

Note: The following article relates to offers
to purchase Westmount residential dwellings
that were reported by local real estate agents
as having been accepted in May 2020. Be-
cause they are not final registered sales, the
addresses cannot be made public, but give a
good idea of current trends in local real estate
activity. The graph at right offers a picture of
these trends over time.

Westmount’s real estate market tiptoed
back to life in May, with seven single-
family sales in a month that averages 19,
and two condominium sales after zero in
April.

Prices appear to have dipped, but this
may be because much of what sold in May
involved properties that had been on the
market for months (in two cases more than
ayear). The average mark-up over munici-
pal valuation was 12 percent, while for the
year as a whole the mark-up is 16 percent.
With two extra sales in April (since our last
report), the volume for the month leapt to
three, at an average mark-up of 15.9 per-
cent, so the May averages are only slightly
lower.

Still, agents are encouraged but cau-
tious, with sets of instructions on how to
show a house, who can enter one and what
homeowners can do to display their prop-
erties. Negotiations and offer exchanges
then continue on-line, so the human con-
tact is minimal. And of course most list-
ings offer “virtual tours” of the property,
so the customers can get a fairly good idea
of a house before arranging for a visit.

Seven sales

Of the seven sales in May, three were
over $2 million but the highest price was
only $2,300,000; one more sold for
$990,000, only $5,000 less than the asking
price after 18 days on the market and 10
percent less than municipal valuation, so
obviously a “motivated seller.” Both the
price and mark-down represented the ex-

Pool, cont’d. from p.1

while the toilets in the women’s changing
room could be used by any swimmer, one
at a time, and disinfected after each use.

While the government had still not
allowed the start of swimming lessons,
“we’ll wait to see what may be announced
going forward,” Lapointe said, “but if
measures are loosened, we can adapt on
the fly.”

Staff numbers “are good” and lifeguards
have been given special pandemic training.
See also story on June 9, p. 1.

May sales: Trying to get back on track

tremes in their category, while both the
highest price and the highest mark-up

(32.8 percent) involved the same house.
The condominium market is still dead,

Average adjusted price for ‘typical’ Westmount house, by month,
January 2014 to May 2020, based on accepted offer dates
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Headmaster Hannaford’s swan song

Selwyn House School alumni play ‘6 FT APART’

By MARTIN C. BARRY

With just two weeks left before retiring,
Selwyn House School headmaster Hal
Hannaford played drums along with a
group of “old boys” late last Saturday after-
noon in an impromptu outdoor jam
session as 6 FT APART, a band they formed

Second tax
installment now
deferred to August 27

The due date for paying West-
mount’s second installment of property
taxes has suddenly been deferred to
ugust 27 now that the demerged mu-
nicipalities will not be required to pay
their second installment of island-wide
services until September 2, Mayor
Christina Smith said June 12.

“It was a collective effort by the de-
merged municipalities,” she explained,
pointing out that Montreal had already
decided to defer its own second install-
ment of island-wide services to the
Montreal agglomeration even though
requiring the other municipalities to
pay up by the beginning of July. “So
now it’s a level playing field.”

to provide some badly-
needed diversion to nearby
residents in the midst of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Although the group has
been performing every
Saturday from 5 to 7 pm al-
most since the beginning
of the pandemic three
months ago, they decided
to relocate from their orig-
inal staging spot outside
the school on the Argyle

Hal Hannaford with his wife,
Sue Dobherty, in 2017. He was

it would appear, with only two sales in May
and none in April, compared to 18 condo
sales in the second quarter last year, 21 the
year before and 24 in the second quarter
of 2017.

Adjacent-Westmount house sales were
only slightly better, with three May sales in
eastern NDG and one in the Square Mile.

Interestingly, of 11 sales in adjacent-
Westmount areas since the shutdown
began in mid-March, five of them have
been at or above asking price. For West-
mount, one sale on March 18 sold for
$2,100,000 while asking $2,065,000, the
only post-shutdown Westmount sale to sell
above asking.

While the end of two months of inac-
tion should be expected to bring a flurry of
new listings to market, the number in-
creased only four between mid-May and
mid-June. There are now 100 homes for
sale in Westmount, none under $1 million,
20 over $5 million and three over $10 mil-
lion. The past month saw a surge from 7
to 13 house rentals so far this year in West-
mount. There are 27 houses listed for rent,
three of those over $10,000 per month.

ceiving a noise complaint, Han-
naford told the Independent.
“This whole thing has been
about trying to raise people’s
spirits,” said Hannaford. They
plan to keep performing every
| Saturday until the end of the
pandemic. Besides Hannaford,
the band members are Alex-
. andre Janson, Aria Khiabani,
Angus Scott, Nick de Courcey
Ireland, Jonathan Milner, Eric
Hein, Alex Becker and Theo

Ave. side to Cote St. Anto- appointed headmaster in 2008 Jansom.

ine near Stanton after re- (see January 16, 2008, p. 3).

Painting = Decoration & Finishing

STUART

DEARLOVE

www.stuartdearlove.com

Standard €&t Restorative Painting
Plaster

Stripping, Wood finishing
Interior & Exterior

Licensed - Bonded - Insured - References

514 482-5267

RBQ 8328 8514 09

stuartpaints@sympatico.ca

OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

See p.1 for photo.

WOOD FINISHING
DOORSFURNITURE*WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
*Specializing in
stripping & staining
ENTRANCE DOORS
-also -
*Touch-Ups & Repairs
*Kitchen Cabinets
*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com
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Social Notes

VERONICA REDGRAVE

As Social Notes depends on social events,
which depend on gatherings, times have
changed. But we’ll meet again.

Until then, we profile the disappointed
but determined supporters of great causes to
see how they are faring in our smaller world
and learn their event’s new plans.

Marlene and Joel King are co-chairs
of the executive advisory board of
Hope & Cope and chairs of the Hope
& Cope gala.

What was your event? Cause?

A gala fundraiser for Hope & Cope to
honour the retirement of our founder,
Sheila Kussner O.C., 0.Q., C.0.M., and to
celebrate its champion donors, supporters
and volunteers. Through the gala and its
associated Legacy Campaign, it was our ob-
jective to raise $5 million towards the
Hope & Cope Endowment Fund in order
to secure its future operations.

It was to be held on what date? Where?
The event was scheduled to be held on
August 25 at the Shaar Hashomayim Syna-

Cause: Hope & Cope gala

Fundraisers profile: Marlene and Joel King

gogue. We will remain as co-chairs along
with our dinner chairs — Nan Lassner and
Annette Goldman.

Who were the speakers — entertainers?

A distinguished tribute panel led by the
Rt. Hon. David Johnston, former governor-
general, was the central focus of the even-
ing, highlighting Sheila’s enormous con-
tribution to communities locally, nationally
and internationally. Entertainment and the
speaker list may change slightly with the
postponement of the event but David John-
ston, Denis Coderre, Irwin Cotler and a
few “surprises” have already signed up for
next year. Paul Chacra of “1945” will again
provide music during the evening. It prom-
ises to be a social highlight of the year!

Have you planned a new date?

Yes, we postponed it for a year and plan
to hold it in August 2021, which coincides
with Hope and Cope’s 40th Anniversary.
There will be much to celebrate — not just
with Hope & Cope, but hopefully an end
in sight to the pandemic!

How are you sheltering in place?
We are indeed sheltering in place — not
going very far at all.

Have you developed a daily routine?

We do try to keep to a routine of sorts,
although there will be variations from day
to day. We always try to fit in some exercise,
whether at home or going for a walk close
to home. We Facetime, Zoom or speak
with our children and grandchildren in
Florida, and we now (once the restrictions
were modified) visit outdoors at a respon-
sible distance with our children and grand-
children here in Montreal. A highlight of
our week is our “Family Friday Zoom,”
when we together light the shabbat candles
and make kiddush. We speak with, e-mail
and text friends regularly. We attend Zoom
meetings for many of the organizations we
are involved with (e.g. Hope & Cope, Cen-
traide, Federation CJA, Cummings Centre
etc), and we continue to solicit funds and
support those and other organizations. We
occupy ourselves with daily crossword
puzzles, jigsaw puzzles, reading, cooking,
baking, bridge online (Marlene) and Netflix.

Instead of cocktail attire, what are you
wearing?

Pretty well anything as long as it is
“wash & wear.” Mainly comfortable leisure
wear.

Link for your event/cause supporters?
Hopeandcope.ca

What do you miss the most about our
‘smaller world’?

We are by nature social beings and we
really miss the ability to hug and hold our
children and grandchildren. We would love
to be able to really socialize with friends.
We also miss going to charity events, sup-
porting good causes in person, not just
online and really being part of the com-
munity.

Choose from our tempting diamond selection

Please call 514.848.0595 for an appointment
and discuss with our diamond experts

iy
KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSTIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Official Agents of Patek Philippe - Parmigiani - Carl F Bucherer
2195 Crescent - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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GREENE AVENUE
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GREENE TEMPORARY CONFIGURATION

Left, the usual configuration of Greene (Sherbrooke to de Maisonneuve): two southbound traffic lanes flanked by two parking lanes; right, the temporary plan: east-side parking lane moved out into

the street allowing for one traffic lane.

Greene, cont'd. from p.1

The traffic lane is to be removed by the
end of June and the summer installations
kept in place as long as good weather per-
mits, according to Elisabeth Simard of
Urban Planning. The block south to St. Ca-
therine will be evaluated for possible in-
corporation into the new configuration.

A similar type of plan is being worked
on for Sherbrooke in the Victoria village
“which we should have in a couple of
weeks,” Lulham said. This area is more
complicated by the amount of traffic and

F . 9 Lives
i
. LySANNE FOWLER

Ashash presents a distinct shade of grey
in her tortoiseshell colour palette. Very
original and striking, she is captivating to
watch as she comes over for affection.

She cannot be denied and relishes in
cuddles and play.

Ashash is very young, barely a year old,
and her opportunity to join a family rests
solely on a kind person adopting her out
of the Montreal SPCA cattery. She is very
healthy, up to date with her inoculations
and treatments, is spayed and micro-

size of the street.

On Greene, provision is being made for
pick-up and delivery areas, she said. All this
was easier to implement on the east side,
which has fewer driveways than the west.
It’s also the sunnier side. At the moment,
the one-way south street has lost most of its
parking on the east side to enable the cre-
ation of the temporary pedestrian “corridor.”

The “new” temporary space on the
roadway is enabled by recent changes to
the city’s zoning by-law and another allow-
ing for new configurations to café-terrasses

Young Ashash

chipped.

Ashash’s identification number at the
Montreal SPCA cattery is 4455409.

Please refer to its website at www.spca.
com and complete its simple online appli-
cation for this stunning beauty’s adoption.
You will be contacted within 24 hours for
a telephone interview, followed by a visit
by appointment at the SPCA.

Orphaned kitten ‘season’

Yes, it’s that time of year: participate in
the orphaned kitten neonatal program

This is the season, the time of year
when motherless kittens are found or left,
then rushed in to the shelter or into loving
homes to be given an opportunity to grow
strong.

The Montreal SPCA is deeply involved
in its Orphaned Kitten Neonatal Program
for unweaned kittens. You can find out
more about donating to provide kitten
health kits to the foster program, fostering
yourself, or reaching out to adopt when the
kittens are ready to be placed permanently.

Please find out more about the kittens
at the www.spca.com website and partici-
pate in this most heartwarming opportun-
ity to give.

Your neighbour, Lysanne

and other activities using the public do-
main (see story June 9, p. 9).

Sunday markets

Among them would be Sunday public
markets. The first one, to take place on the
Greene parking lot, will “hopefully” take
place this month, according to Lulham (see
story May 26, p. 1).

Permission also had to be obtained
from Sécurité Civile to use furniture on the
street, according to city director general Be-
noit Hurtubise.

Westmount
A-dog-tions

LYSANNE FOWLER

f

To be two years old and be at the Mon-
treal SPCA kennel is difficult. So young,
and waiting for adoption at the most im-
portant part of her bonding and training
development.

All Billy wants is to please and be in-
cluded in a family routine. Her coat is a
gorgeous shade of tan, with a very distinc-
tive white losange on her chest and such
huge soulful brown eyes. She is ready to
leave the kennel and join the Westmount
dogs for their summer fun. Billy is grow-
ing beautifully, is very healthy, up to date
with her inoculations and treatments, is
spayed and microchipped.

Her identification numberat the Mon-
treal SPCA is 42313365.

Please refer to its website at www.spca.
com and complete its simple online appli-
cation for affectionate Billy’s adoption. You
will be contacted within 24 hours for a tele-
phone interview, followed by a visit by ap-
pointment at the SPCA.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

ILLUSTRATIONS COURTESY OF THE CITY WESTMOUNT.

To reconfigure the Greene and Sher-
brooke commercial strips, a “launch”
group has been meeting virtually every
Thursday. This comprises councillors Lul-
ham, Mary Gallery for District 6, Conrad
Peart for District 4, Urban Planning direc-
tor Tom Flies, project manager Nicolas
Gagnon and the department’s communi-
cations officer Elisabeth Simard as well as
representatives of the Greene Ave. and Vic-
toria village merchant associations.

“The goal was to work together to redis-
tribute urban space,” Lulham said.

Pretty Billy



WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - June 16, 2020 — 23

MARIE SICOTTE 514 953 9808

REAL ESTATE BROKER Mmariesicotte.com

SICOTTE

WELCOME TO THEH&‘M{]’ADDRESS Sutot | BARNES

/' ] GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE OUEST INC

WESTMOUNT | 559 ARGYLE AVE. $2,195,000 LAC XAVIER: Build your dream home on the waterfront!
Charming heritage home in prime location. Very bright, quaint garden + parking 15.3 acres w/ Western exposure + maiure forest. Turnkey option available

LARGE - :_ . LUXURY | 1 PRIME
GARDEN iy o LIVING & i ! LOCATION F

WESTMOUNT ADJ $1,995,000 HILL PARK CIRCLE $1,725,000 LE CHATEAU $995,000 WESTMOUNT SQUARE $740,000
Detached home w/ magnificent garden + views Beautiful 3bdr townhouse near Beaver Lake Elegant 2 bdr unit w/ Southern exposure + parking 2 units available in iconic building $795,000

LE SUD-OUEST $395,000 12 WINDSOR | WESTMOUNT $5,800/Mmo WESTMOUNT $2,650/M0 CHIC SHACK PROJECT
Ground floor 1 bdr open concept w/ garden Magnificent property in Victoria Village w/ garden Penthouse w/ v ews + strategic location Selling fast! Don’t miss your chance!
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JILL PREVOST
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| STILL MIGHT HAVE YOUR BUYER!

SHOW ME THE MONEY! LET'S “SPLIT-LEVEL" THE DIFFERENCE

| need duplexes, triplexes-either will do, This family of 4 wants to renovate,

As long as it's got at least 5% revenue, A split-level in Hampstead would be great,

From Lasalle to Verdun, Westmount to NDG, They need an office at home and a garden to play,

| have many clients wanting a revenue property! This'll be the forever home where this family will stay!

NURSING PAD WESTMOUNT APARTMENTS FOR RENT
: : : 396 OLIVIER - JULY 1 - NEW PRICES!
This wonderful nurse is searching for a new pad,

Whether in St. Henri, Westmount or NDG-she'll be glad, #2 - 2 bedrooms, A/C. washer/dryer $1,950/Mo.
Doesn't need to be big, the budget is small, #9 - 3 bedrooms, A/C, top floor $2,300/Mo.
If you have something under $400k, gimme a call! #14 - 2 bedrc*m:_N'\'ED nent $1,495/Mo.

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me.

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

Visit all my properties 514.591.0804
ji”prevost_com ) ] Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest

REAL ESTATE BROKER f v @ in Real Estate Agency




