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Cardinal points

City to plant 200 trees – contract
includes maintenance, guarantee
By Laureen Sweeney
City council September 8 purchased 200
trees to be planted this fall as part of a
contract that contains new, far-reaching
maintenance and guarantee specifications,
according to Councillor Cynthia Lulham,
whose commissionership includes parks.
The contract was awarded to Les Entreprises Rose Neige for a maximum of
$258,642, the lowest of four conforming
tender bids.
“While we’re still taking trees down,”
she explained, the new ones are to replace
those and others. These include two dead
trees on the Dorchester median that were
the subject of a question submitted to the
virtual meeting by Patricia Dumais of
Greene Ave.
One of the two, she explained, is a large
one that has the potential to cause serious
injury to a passer-by. She reminded the

council of a large city poplar that had fallen
in 2006 during a violent rain storm killing
the driver of a car on Côte des Neiges Rd.
Gabriel Rossy was 27.
Dumais was assured by Mayor Christina Smith that both trees were scheduled
to be removed.
Lulham, who had moved the resolution,
said she was “most happy” with the new
contract because it is not only to plant so
many new trees but also to provide a twoyear survival guarantee and “very specific”
regular maintenance requirements such
as watering once or twice a week, weeding,
mulching, and other measures as required.
First time
It’s the first time these specifications
have been written into such a contract, she
told the Independent, adding that they had
come from the city’s new
arborist Stéphane Galaneau. continued on p. 19

Passers-by have wondered recently why three umbrellas were hung upside down on an Arlington
Ave. tree. Was it to catch bird droppings from landing on the scooter? Decoration for a party? The
occupants must have gotten tired of being asked, because a small sign was attached to the tree
on September 5 explaining that the umbrellas were an F. D. S. (feline defence system), which was
in place “to protect a cardinal nest from hungry cats.”
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Larue to head Urban Planning
By Laureen Sweeney
City council September 8 appointed an
Urban Planning director to fill the vacancy
left by the departure of Tom Flies in July.
Michel Larue begins work October 13.
“We’ve appointed someone with extensive experience,” said Mayor Christina
Smith. “I would like to typically shake
hands with him and have his photo taken.”
But because of the videoconferencing
meeting, this did not happen though he
had been introduced through Zoom to
the council members at their general com-

mittee session immediately before.
An urban planner by profession, Larue
has over 26 years of experience, said Councilllor Cynthia Lulham, urban planning commissioner for zoning, economic development and parks, in moving the resolution.
More recently, Larue has been director
of urban planning for Terrebonne and before that for Blainville, both on the North
Shore, and has worked with many South
Shore areas and projects. He is a wellknown, internationally competitive lawn
bowler and member of the Westmount
Lawn Bowling and Croquet Club.
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ANOTHER JUST LISTED!
481 Argyle, Westmount $1,639,000$

JUST LISTED!
2275 Ste. Cunegonde, Little Burgundy

VERY WELL SOLD IN 2 DAYS!
2354 Ste. Cunegonde, Little Burgundy

JUST LISTED & SOLD BY BRIAN! VERY WELL SOLD BY BRIAN IN 47 DAYS! VERY WELL SOLD BY BRIAN IN 1 DAY!
4070 Trafalgar Av. Westmount adj. 2319 des Éclusiers, Little Burgundy
2400 Ste. Cunegonde PH

VERY WELL SOLD IN 17 DAYS!
485 Roslyn Av. Westmount

26 Holton Av., Westmount
$2,025,000

Brian Dutch
Real Estate Broker & Advisor · Private Office
T. 514-386-2902
brian.dutch@evrealestate.com | briandutch.com
©2020 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. If your property is already listed, please disregard this ad. Real estate broker,
real estate agency, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec

VERY WELL SOLD IN 13 DAYS!
3430 Peel (the Sir Robert Peel) #12B

3071 Av. Cedar, Westmount adj.
$1,899,000

VERY WELL SOLD IN 2 DAYS!
65 Hallowell, Westmount $875,000

FAB. 3,000 SF PH! $1,995,000
2380 av. Pierre Dupuy PH-1B

BRIAN DUTCH

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 15, 2020 – 3

Kovac, Du win Creative Arts Foundation writing contest
Westmounter Edward Kovac and Marianopolis student Roselyne Du are among a
group of nine young people to win an essay
writing contest organized by the Creative
Arts Foundation of Canada.
“The result of this project [will be] the
creation of a professionally edited and
printed book [The Quarantine Diaries] that
explores each participating student’s
unique, real story based on their feelings,
thoughts and experiences under quarantine during the COVID-19 pandemic,” said
a press release.

It was part of the foundation’s ongoing
“Tell your story” project in collaboration
with the Chamandy foundation
“Students were selected on the basis of
introductory essays outlining what their
actual stories would be about,” foundation
chairman Gefei Zhang told the Independent
by email. “Based on the essays they wrote,
we asked students to write in diary form.
Our team worked with the students to
guide them and also to illustrate their writing. We selected a few [diary] entries per
student to publish in the book that will be

out December 2020.”
The contest was open to all young
people 12 to 17 living in Canada, but the
winners were all from Quebec.
When asked about his topic, Kovac replied, “My essay was about how I dealt with
my grandfather’s death (he died of COVID19).”
Du’s subject was harder to summarize:
“It’s hard to give you a specific answer because my essays cover multiple events that
I experienced during quarantine. However,
they all mostly focus on finding and appreciating the good in times of crisis.”

Letters, p. 6
Return to Retail (Sisi), p. 24
Dodge on
August real estate, p. 17
Social Notes
(Pathy for the Children’s), p. 26
9 Lives, p. 19
Westmount A-dog-tions, p. 19
Police Report, p. 19

introducing 266 Lansdowne

newly renovated apartments
across from Westmount Park
starting at $2500 per month
rent includes
-

built-in Bosch appliances
heating and hot water
air conditioning units
free access to gym, sauna,
yoga studio and pool
- smart lock system
- dog friendly
Roselyne Du and Edward Kovac on Victoria Ave. September 11.

Photo: Independent.

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
REAL ESTATE BROKER

438.882.8088
slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca
susanlloydleduc.com

1000 Rue de la Commune E., PH 904, Old Port • $7,300,000
Unique Penthouse with over 6,000 sq. ft. of uncompromising and exceptional quality
including a private 10,000 sq. ft. terrace overlooking the Old Port. MLS 24748947

sothebysrealty.ca
Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

contact us to
schedule your visit
+1-514-525-8777
montreal@akelius.ca
akeliusmontreal.ca
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Library’s 1995 addition prepared for masonry work to roof
By Laureen Sweeney
A black tarpaulin-type covering was
placed around the roof parapet of the south
and east sides of Westmount Public Library’s 1995 addition September 10. This
is in conjunction with an inspection and
masonry repairs, according to city director
general Benoit Hurtubise.
The library’s roof and masonry repairs
were listed in this year’s capital works
budget. Deterioration of the brick had initially been raised with the city in 2018 by
Burton Ave. resident Denis Biro as showing signs of water infiltration. On June 3,

2019, Biro told the council meeting he
feared that because it appeared the condition of the brick and flashing was not being
tended to at an early stage, it was getting
“worse and worse.”
It was evident there had been previous
re-pointing of the area below the flashing,
he explained, so the problem had been
given some attention at an earlier time (see
story June 18, 2019, p. 6).
Mayor Christina Smith replied that the
council was aware of the lack of maintenance to city buildings, which led to a
special funding for buildings in the 2020
capital works budget.

Condition of the brick and possible
water infiltration is shown in this
photo from June of last year.

A black tarpaulin-type covering was installed on the parapet of the 1995 wing of Westmount Public
Library September 10. Arrows added by the Independent.
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

SHANAH TOVAH!
At Galerie au Chocolat, we are proud to say that we are a
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THIS ROSH HASHANAH,
TRY OUR DECADENT PAREVE
AND KOSHER DAIRY CHOCOLATES.
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VISIT US ONLINE OR IN-STORE TODAY!
MONDAY TO FRIDAY FROM 9 A.M. TO 4 P.M.

6665, chemin de la Côte-de-Liesse, Saint-Laurent, QC H4T 1Z5

CALL US: 1 888 806-9840
ORDER ONLINE: galerieauchocolat.ca
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No known COVID-19 cases

Lawn bowling club winds down
‘unusual’ season
As this summer has been for so many
organizations, the Westmount Lawn Bowling and Croquet Club has faced a bevy of
pandemic restrictions in order to keep active.
But although unable to play competitively against other clubs, it has kept going
and is now set to play a final club match
September 26, with pick-up play continuing as weather permits.

washroom facilities.
Membership also declined to half. The
usual 80 lawn bowlers were reduced to 43
while last year’s 34 croquet numbers
dropped to 15.
Some non-returning players were seniors; others counted on the social aspects
after games.
Because the facility is a municipal one,
the club was also bound to adhere to Quebec restrictions governing those installations, St. Louis explained.

No ‘social aspect’
“It’s the social aspect that couldn’t take
place,” explained president Bruce St. Louis.
“The social side is a big component but
we’re hoping next year to be able to resume
those activities.”
In fact, whether play could actually take
place at all this season was uncertain right
to the year’s delayed start on June 15, he
said.
That’s when the green light was received by the Quebec government but
without use of the clubhouse, except for

Attendance records
As a vital role in monitoring and controlling any potential outbreak, “we had to
take attendance at every match and keep
a permanent record for possible contact
tracing.”
And while it was certainly a very different year, once the late start was overcome
and members were acquainted with mask
and social distancing protocols, “the
bottom line is that I’m not aware of a
single member who fell ill from COVID19,” he said.

By Laureen Sweeney

2333 Sherbrooke O #510, Manoir Belmont
Luxury full service building. Outstanding location.
1st time on the market. Sunny condo 2 bedrooms
2 baths, 2 private balconies, garage, A/C, interior
heated pool, sauna, and gym. $1,049,000

NDG
Great location and character.
Spacious 2 bedroom second floor undivided
condo is steps away from Monkland Avenue
and its many services and shops. $579,000

Shohreh
Ayoubzadeh

514-917-1912

Chartered Real Estate Broker

info@bauhausrealty.com

11 HILLSIDE APT 103 WESTMOUNT

Condo, 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms + 1 garage

asking price

www.bauhausrealty.com

LISTED AND SOLD BY ALEXANDER SABOURI

5890 5892 RUE DOLBEAU

$749,000

ALEXANDER SABOURI
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE BROKER
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Letters to the Editor
Thanks for all
the swimming
We would like to express our sincere
gratitude to the city of Westmount and all
of the staff at the Westmount pool for making it possible for Westmount residents of
all ages to enjoy swimming in a clean and
safe environment throughout the summer,
despite the pandemic.
Beginning with the helpful Sports and
Recreation staff, our facility cards were
hand delivered to our front door less than
24 hours after completing the online application.
The procedure for reserving swims was
efficient, user friendly, and responsive to
the initial hiccups. The availability and duration of time slots were established to accommodate as many patrons as possible,
with up to approximately 745 spots available most days. The introduction of a time
slot for seniors was another proactive and
welcome option. The offering of three
morning lap swims daily allowed us to not
only get back into a regular exercise routine, but to see old friends again and make
lots of new ones.
Every day, the lifeguards greeted us with
a smile – rain, cold or shine. They kept the
pool clean and safe, were polite, professional and friendly, very responsive when
called upon to deal with “delicate” situations, and appeared to genuinely enjoy
themselves.
Thank you Warren, Daniel, Sydney,
James, Max, Charlotte, Katja, Annisa,
Elina, Amelie, Ethan, Jonah, Nikita, Maika,

Andrea, Anna, Penelope, David, Juliette,
Emily, Demid, Minh, Liesha and Devin for
helping make our swimming experience
such a pleasant and memorable one. We
will miss you all, and hope to see you again
next summer!
Claire Panet-Raymond &
Maurice Vermette, Blenheim Place

Thanks for all
the swimming, part II
I would like to say a huge thank-you to
the lifeguards at the Westmount pool!
They were very pleasant greeting swimmers and going through the required questions with every arriving group, as well as
wiping down all surfaces between each
group.
Lifeguarding is a big responsibility and
this summer’s team handled it very well,
even on those very hot days. These lifeguards chose to work this year, whilst many
youths stayed home and collected CERB.
The WRC staff did a great job, as the
pool water has never looked better!
Although the swimming capacity was
reduced, everyone who swam appreciated
their time at the pool. We thank you.
Rosalind Davis, Lorraine Ave.

Lansdowne bike path
needs speed bumps
The recently installed bollards down
Lansdowne make sense between Westmount Ave. to Sherbrooke separating bikes
from cars, however, I notice on the downhill portion from Côte St. Antoine to Sherbrooke, while there are several speed

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
We are Westmount
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David Price: 514.935.4537
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Owned and published by:
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

bumps for vehicles, there are none for cyclists on their stretch down the steep decline. Given the natural tendency for bikes
(I have witnessed them) to go as fast as cars
down that section of Lansdowne, perhaps
a slowdown incentive might also be safer
addition on the bike side of the bollards besides just the traffic light at the corner with
Sherbrooke.
Happy trails to all!
Doug Price, Rosemount Ave.

Poorly placed parklet
The recent “parklet” on Sherbrooke
near the corner of Prince Albert is questionable. It encroaches on the already existing handicap parking spot. How is someone with limited mobility supposed to
park? Never mind the possibility of someone backing into the structure?
Nathalie Allard, Prince Albert Ave.

best to clean them as much as possible.
Jean-François Emmanuel,
Windsor Ave.
Editor’s note: On September 2, the day after
you sent us your photo, I saw the same
“tag” on this private house in lower Westmount (upper photo). By September 4, the
tag had been removed from the Temple
(centre photo). Quick, excellent work by
someone or some group of people!
The Independent has intentionally
obscured the tags so as not to encourage
graffiti. – DP.

What a shame!
We see graffiti on bus shelters across
the city as well as on parking meters and
basically on all new construction, such as
around the Glen hospital site.
We see some here and there, but when
it comes to this kind of tagging at the
Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom on Sherbrooke St. at Wood (lower photo), it is truly
unacceptable in this day and age.
While I am sure that Public Security is
keeping an eye out for these thugs, I suggest that all citizens also try to keep their
antennae out and report to the local police
or to our Public Security team when they
see unusual behaviour or new public mischief.
Understanding that there is no perfect
solution to eradicate tagging and that it is
a constant work in progress, let’s keep an
eye out.
Thanks to our city teams that do their

Above photos: Independent..
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Loading zone to be created after
National Food’s complaints
By Laureen Sweeney
Parking and pick-up problems voiced
by the National Food Shop over its pandemic order service appear to have been
heard by the city, the Independent learned
last week. The family-run store is located
on the north side of Sherbrooke just west
of Prince Albert – and a new summer sitting-and-shade wooden “parklet.”
The city’s Transportation Advisory
Committee (TAC) agreed at its meeting
September 9 to establish a loading zone in
the block, Councillor Cynthia Lulham said
last week. She had made the request after
visiting the store and viewing the double
parking of some pick-up customers.
“I’m pleased and actually quite shocked
that it happened so fast,” said John Cho,
who runs his family’s 93-year-old business.
He said he had asked for a loading zone
about 10 years ago.
This is a way the city can help seniors
during the coronavirus, he explained.
“Many are seniors who are still reluctant
to shop in person and have problems lifting and carrying heavy bags a long way to
their cars,” Cho had told the Independent
before the city decision.
The store has no back access for order
pick-up and maintained that the recently
installed parklet had actually taken up
three parking spaces in practice, making
it even more difficult for customers to stop
to pick up their orders.
“Public Security and traffic engineering
personnel are going to the site to determine where a drop-off zone can be located,” Lulham told the Independent after
the TAC meeting.
The store launched the pick-up service
as a safety measure when “to my knowledge we were the only grocery store that
closed its doors” despite being considered
an essential service. At that time, there was
less traffic and more parking available during the COVID lockdown period, Cho said.
Lulham, who had visited Cho right after
being informed of his situation by colleague Marina Brzeski, said that “we can’t
allow the double parking, which took place

Just

d

Liste

even before the parklet was installed,” she
explained.
In keeping with reasons that the store
had closed during the pandemic, he said
that his 80-year old mother works there, as
does his aunt. Their protection, as well as
that of many older customers, was a major
concern.
Seniors still a concern
Cho now controls the number of shoppers he admits inside at any one time.
Line-ups are still frequently seen. He also
is the one who takes the orders out to the
waiting cars.
The order and pick-up service “just
helped to break even but it’s not viable longterm for us to make up the orders,” he said.
“It’s very labour intensive. I think we’ll try
to keep it going for a year or so, depending
on what happens with the coronavirus.
There are still certain people who are not
comfortable coming into the store.”
He suggested that another year, in an
effort to animate the street, the city might
add tables to Prince Albert square so it
could become a type of piazza. This would
help alleviate the need to remove at least
some parking spots for the parklets, which
have always been at a premium on Sherbrooke.
On Greene Ave., for example, where
one traffic lane has been used for terrasses
and other safe distancing measures this
summer, no parking was eliminated.
Hogg Hardware at the corner of Victoria, also instituted order and pick-up for
the pandemic and has a parklet outside the
store but has rear pick-up access. It has not
experienced similar needs as National
Food, according to Russ Tisshaw, a member of the management team. “There’s
never been enough parking,” he said. “But
I haven’t heard any more complaints than
usual.”

Hampstead

Correction – 2020
valuations mislabelled
The list of sales the September 1 Independent (p. 17) wrongly identified the valuations of the various properties as being
the 2017 tax assessments. In fact, they were
the 2020 valuations of the properties.
The Independent and Andy Dodge regret
the error. – DP

Shanah Tova Oumetouka
May this year be healthy, happy,
to all our clients, family and friends.
ChouChou shoes
HARRY AND RAYMONDE SARAGOSTI.
4875A Sherbrooke St. W.
514-488-0009

$3,688,000 Rare opportunity to own
a contemporary masterpiece in the heart of
Hampstead. Huge corner lot. 9260 square feet.
No side neighbors!! Spectacular heated in
ground salt water pool with waterfall. Floor
to ceiling windows. Abundance of sunlight.
MLS 19017243

Bunny Berke
R E A L

E S T A T E

B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY
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Need a medical
consultation?

Don’t wait.

If you need an appointment with a healthcare
professional and have no symptoms of the ﬂu,
gastroenteritis or COVID-19, contact:
- your doctor
- your medical clinic
- your family medicine group
- or Info-Santé 811 if you don’t have
a doctor
to get a consultation over the phone or,
if needed, in person.
A mask must be worn for in-person consultations.

Let’s continue to protect ourselves properly.
Québec.ca/coronavirus
1 877 644-4545
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Fire at Château Maisonneuve traced to overheated sauna
By Martin C. Barry
A fire on the afternoon of September 4
that started in a sauna room on the 18th
floor of the Château Maisonneuve apartment building at de Maisonneuve and
Claremont caused extensive damage to
three lower floors, which are not expected
to be fully restored until the end of

October.
According to a memo circulated to
tenants by the building’s owner, Creccal
Investments, the fire started in a sauna
located in a men’s locker room and then
spread upwards to the building’s roof.
The fire was caused by the overheating
of the sauna system, which then created a
smoldering fire inside the sauna that

ended up erupting into flames.
As extensive damage was also caused
on the 17th, 16th and 15th floors, major
renovation work will now be needed, said
the company, estimating that clean-up will
begin on September 14, with renovations
to follow and complete restoration to be
finished by late October.
According to Creccal, the 18th floor will
be closed during this period, and this will
include the swimming pool, which is located there. Until the floor re-opens, the
pool water will be tested regularly to ensure water quality is being maintained.
Because of insurance issues raised by
the fire and on the recommendation of insurers, the company says it has decided not
to restore the damaged sauna, and to remove both the men’s and women’s saunas
permanently.
However, a laundry room on the 17th
floor is expected to be partly functional
during the renovations, and part of the roof
will be repaired.
Staircase one between the 16th and 18th
floors will be closed during September and
possibly also October. In the meantime,
ventilation machines have been installed
in the hallways to help remove the smell
of smoke while also reducing humidity.

The
2020
deadline

ires:
for winterbter 1
Decem

Good living comes with
age. Why not retire in perfect
elegance and ultimate comfort? Our caring staff will
tend to all your needs 24
hours every single day.
Please call us about our
NEWLY RENOVATED SUITES
at affordable rentals.

Book a tire change
for October (No kidding!)
 Convenient location
 Better-than-dealer pricing

La paroisse Saint-Léon de Westmount
annonce la reprise des parcours de catéchèse

Yes, we service all makes & models
Yes, our services respect your new vehicle warranty,
including complete service programs
Yes, we offer limo service for pick-ups and drop-offs
Yes, you can drop your vehicle off
& bus/Metro/walk to work

à compter du mercredi 14 octobre 2020, 18h30,
au 330, avenue Clarke.

514 933-8556

The Château Maisonneuve on September 11, looking west towards NDG and the Glen hospital.
Photo: Independent.

Il y aura une soirée d'information et d’inscription pour les parents
le mercredi 30 septembre 2020 en la salle Oscar-Gauthier
au 310, avenue Clarke à 18h30.
Le protocole des consignes sanitaires est en vigueur à la paroisse.
Pour toute information supplémentaire :
catsaintleon@gmail.com ou 514-935-4950

BEST
SERVICE
AWARD

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc.
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4
corner Grosvenor

Professional mechanical & body shop
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Westmount archaeology

Left, this signpost remnant, photographed August 28, is on Sherbrooke St. in front of Dawson College. Centre and right, this water-entry control, photographed September 2 on Sherbrooke near
Metcalfe, is the highest the Independent has ever noticed.

These stone pads in Westmount Park east of the library, photographed August 28, were used until 2006 to keep the city’s two 1810 cannon from sinking into the grass. Both of the cannon have been
restored, but there is no plan to put them back in the park.
Photos: Independent.

WOOD FINISHING

DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
•Specializing in
stripping & staining

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

ENTRANCE DOORS

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

– also –
•Touch-Ups & Repairs
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodﬁnishingmontreal.com

RONDA BLY

Homme
Men

Femme Enfants
Women Children

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

CARPET CLEANING SPECIALISTS
ORIENTAL RUGS:
NEW AND ANTIQUE
hand wash and repairs

g COVID CLEAN h

ALL CARPETS
AND FURNITURE
SERVING WESTMOUNTERS WITH
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AND
WORKMANSHIP FOR 35 YEARS!

514-825-5500
zourikcleaning@gmail.com
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For those who seek an exceptional life
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES »
INTRODUCING

$2,600,000

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$2,225,000

$2,495,000

$1,050,000

Unique gem, Westmount

Vast turn-key semi on the flats, Westmount

Exclusive area, Westmount

Elegant townhouse, Westmount

BED: 2 BATH: 2+1 MLS 16218042

BED: 4+1 BATH: 3+1 EXCLUSIVE

BED: 5 BATH: 2+2 MLS 11373308

BED: 4 BATH: 1+2 MLS 24981725

Cassandra Aurora**

Kaufman Group†

Anne Ben-Ami (Madar)*

Vincent Chaput *

514.293.2277

514.379.1333

514.726.3037

514.264.3555

« SINGLE FAMILY HOMES »

$7,777,777

$3,368,000

$3,999,000

Versace Manor, Saint-Laurent
BED: 5 BATH: 5+1 MLS 17042771

Pierre Brunet **

514.248.8032

$2,500,000

Luxurious & private waterfront, Dorval

Magnificent estate, Senneville

Spacious family home, Pierrefonds

BED: 4 BATH: 3+2 MLS 24022483

BED: 6 BATH: 3 MLS 22543529

BED: 7 BATH: 6+1 MLS 26539747

BED: 7 BATH: 4+1 MLS 26717952

Patrick Vaillant **

Barbara Baudinet **

Louise Jackson* Susanne S. Chernin*
514.287.7434
Diane Stelmashuk *

Nicolas Tétrault**
Melissa Marinelli

514.774.6917

514.825.9890

514.574.1781
514.971.1137

SOLD

RECENTLY REDUCED

$1,850,000

$2,999,998

Downtown building, Ville-Marie

$1,295,000

$1,498,000

$1,099,000

Fantastic property, Kirkland

Monkland Village townhouse, NDG

Stunning bungalow, Pointe-Claire

Corner lot, Rosemont-La Petite-Patrie

Great home, NDG

BED: 4 BATH: 4+2 MLS 23054752

BED: 3 BATH: 3+1 MLS 20056594

BED: 6 BATH: 4+1

MLS 18049070

BED: 2 BATH: 1 MLS 13049148

Jeisi Zhou

Saul Ciecha*

Penelope Vilagos**

514.262.7709

514.941.6248

514.779.5122

Randy Naami**
Danny Naami*

514.743.5000
514.629.1000

Jill Shpritser **

514.691.0800

« SINGLE FAMILY HOMES
INTRODUCING

ACCEPTED OFFER

INTRODUCING

$792,000 *

$898,000
Magnificent bungalow, Anjou
BED: 4 BATH: 2 MLS 15609587

BED: 4 BATH: 2+1 MLS 17941532

Pina Pizzi*

Laurie Tenebaum*

514.781.4826

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

WESTMOUNT

$489,000

$625,000

First time on the market, Saint-Laurent
514.248.7272

WEST ISLAND

$479,500

Renovated semi-detached, St-Laurent

Perfect location, Lasalle

Family home, Sherbrooke

BED: 3 BATH: 1+1 MLS 15476797

BED: 3 BATH: 1+1 MLS 17367470

BED: 6 BATH: 2+1 MLS 27134859

Brigitte Cohen 

Linda Noseworthy *

Marie-Josée Hotte**
819.560.2111
Andréanne Rousseau 819.578.0633

LAVAL

514.963.5324

MONT-TREMBLANT

LAC-BROME

Real Estate Agency. Independently owned and operated. *Listed price.

514.830.2288

QUEBEC CITY

TORONTO

VANCOUVER
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514.287.7434 | SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA |

FOLLOW US ON

CONDOS »

COMMERCIAL /REVENU

RECENTLY REDUCED

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

$3,375,000

$2,333,964 - $15,000,000 + txs

$2,795,000

$2,850,000

$7,300,000

Commercial building, Ville-Marie

1111 Atwater, Westmount

Stunning masterpiece, Old Montreal

Spectacular views, Old Montreal

Linton - 3,400 ft2, Golden Square Mile

MLS 27253885

SALES GALLERY: 2307 René-Lévesque West

BED: 4 BATH: 5+2 GAR: 2 MLS 24748947

BED: 3 BATH: 2+1 GAR: 3 MLS 13544117

BED: 4 + office + den BATH: 3 GAR: 2 MLS 16885687

Cyrille Girard*

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)* 438.882.8088

Patricia Lallier **

Karen Karpman*

Saguy Elbaz*

514.892.7653

514.582.2810

514.239.1898

514.497.8218

« CONDOS »
INTRODUCING

RECENTLY REDUCED

RECENTLY REDUCED

$860,000

$1,450,000

$755,000

$730,000

The perfect condo, Ville-Marie

Spacious & upscale, Mont-Royal

Magnificent condo, Old Montreal

Elegant & classic, Westmount

BED: 2 BATH: 2 GAR: 2 MLS 26195443

BED: 3 BATH: 2 GAR: 1 MLS 13916182

BED: 2 BATH: 1 MLS 14387168

BED: 2 BATH: 2 GAR: 1 MLS 24158460

Louise Latreille*

Jessica Di Re

Sophie Le Guerrier *

JJ Jacobs**

514.577.2009

514.465.4197

514.655.0773

514.817.7020

« CONDOS »
RECENTLY REDUCED

INTRODUCING

$695,000
BED: 1 BATH: 1 GAR: 1 MLS 10303158

Monica Genest *
Victoria Marinacci*

$615,000

$699,000

$699,900

Spacious & sunny, Ville-Marie

INTRODUCING

SOLD

Corner unit with views, Nuns’ Island

Amazing loft, Sud-Ouest

Tropiques Nord, Cité du Havre

Unique corner unit, Nuns’ Island

BED: 2 BATH: 2 GAR: 2 MLS 12739888

BED: 1 BATH: 1 GAR: 1 MLS 17425830

BED: 2 BATH: 2+1

BED: 2 BATH: 2 GAR: 1 MLS 13158989

Marie-Josée Rouleau* 514.660.6682

Monique Assouline*

David Wilkes*

514.219.5897

514.947.5152

Johanne Turenne**

514.909.9029

514.400.0280
« CONDOS
RECENTLY REDUCED

INTRODUCING

$599,000

$539,000

$595,000

$465,000

$13,500/mo

Bright & new condo, Sud-Ouest

Bright corner unit, Ahuntsic

Beautiful corner unit, Ville-Marie

Louis Bohème, Ville-Marie

Impeccable rental, Ville-Marie

BED: 2 BATH: 1 GAR: 1 MLS 12263150

BED: 3 BATH: 2 GAR: 1 MLS 14775816

BED: 1 BATH: 1 GAR: 1 MLS 18239079

BED: 1 BATH: 1 GAR:1 MLS 25556178

BED: 3 BATH: 2 GAR: 1 MLS 14424436

Géraldine Libraty *

Anna-Maria Allushi

Mia Drymousis

Phyllis A. Tellier **

Stefano Bizzotto

WHISTLER

514.962.5563

VICTORIA OAKVILLE
Δ

514.594.1363

NEW YORK CITY

Residential Real Estate Broker | *Real Estate Broker |

**

MIAMI

514.668.5164

LOS ANGELES

MAUI

PARIS

Certiﬁed Real Estate Broker | †Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK | Agency |

††

514.924.4062

CANNES

LONDON

BARCELONA

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec HR | Agency

514.962.3539

MADRID
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For those who seek an exceptional life
« COUNTRY PROPERTIES/L AND »

COUNTRY PROPERTIES/L AND »

$12,900,000

$2,595,000

$2,975,000

$1,640,000

$1,499,000

Lake Tremblant, Mont-Tremblant

Perfect privacy, Lac-Brome

Exquisite waterfront, Mont-Tremblant

Lac des Sables, Ste-Agathe-des-Monts

Panoramic view, Saint-Sauveur

BED: 5 BATH: 8+2 MLS 16297886

BED: 5 BATH: 4+2 MLS 17955169

BED: 4 BATH: 3+1 MLS 19090997

BED: 6 BATH: 3+1 MLS 27995726

BED: 3 BATH: 3+1 MLS 23598380

Herbert Ratsch††

Marie-Piers Barsalou** 450.577.0272
Johanne Meunier * 514.926.5626

Cody Ratcliffe

Melanie Clarke*

Stéphane Larrivée*

819.429.9019

819.429.1834

450.694.0678

514.809.8466

« COUNTRY PROPERTIES/L AND

$1,095,000

$1,388,000

$795,000

$915,000

$395,000

Great family compound, Ste-Adèle

Cozy waterfront, Nominingue

10 acres, Mont-Tremblant

Great location, Mont-Tremblant

Foot of the hill, Mont-Tremblant

2 houses MLS 9353001

BED: 4 BATH: 2+1 MLS 22322897

BED: 4 BATH: 3+1 MLS 19520377

BED: 4 BATH: 2+1 MLS 19617989

BED: 2 BATH: 2 PARK: 1 MLS 27043814

Lynne Leclair *

Rachelle Demers*

Marsha Hanna*

Raymond Dalbec**

Dino Cafaro*

514.898.7722

514.570.8998

514.378.8630

819.425.0619

819.425.4568

#1 Global Marketing Platform

#1 Global Sales Network
1,000+ offices in 70+ countries

34 million visits on sothebysrealty.com
15 million pageviews on sothebysrealty.ca
The world's most inﬂuential online media

#1 Trusted Real Estate Brand
Lifestory Research, 2018 America’s Most Trusted® Study

In Today's Market

ROME

#1 YouTube Real Estate Channel

#1 International Aﬃliate

Suscribers & views

in the Sotheby's International Realty network

PRAGUE

ST-PETERSBURG

MOSCOW

BUENOS AIRES

MONTEVIDEO

CAPE TOWN

Real Estate Agency. Independently owned and operated.

DUBAI

HONG KONG

SINGAPORE

TOKYO
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Have a child in school
or educational childcare?
Staying alert will help slow
the spread of COVID-19
Every year, fall in Québec is
marked by a change from lazy
summer days to a new routine.
This year, we all need to stay
alert to protect our kids while
letting them attend school and
educational childcare services.
Working together, we can give
them the chance to succeed!

It’s important to
follow the health
and safety guidelines
• Keep a distance of 2 metres between
adults and children.

Watch for symptoms

Fever
Children ages 5 or under:

• Rectal temperature of 38.5°C
(101.3°F) or higher

Children ages 6 years and older:

• Oral temperature of 38.1°C
(100.6°F) or higher

General symptoms

• Sudden loss of sense of smell

without nasal congestion,
with or without a loss of taste

• Major fatigue
• Signiﬁcant loss of appetite
• General muscle pain (not related
to physical exertion)

• Wear a face covering when taking

public transit and when indoors in
closed spaces.

• Wash hands often.
• Follow the guidelines provided for

educational childcare services and
for schools, including school daycares.

Respiratory symptoms

• Cough (new or worse)
• Shortness of breath, difficulty
breathing

• Sore throat
• Runny or stuffy nose

Gastrointestinal symptoms

• Nausea
• Vomiting
• Diarrhea
• Stomach aches
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If your child shows one or more of these symptoms for more than 24 hours or if you believe that a family
member was exposed to COVID-19, use the COVID-19 Symptom Self Assessment Tool available at:

Québec.ca/decisioncovid19
to get a recommendation on the next steps to take.

If in doubt, stay home
Any child showing symptoms should remain
at home and limit contact with others. If the
symptoms persist for more than 24 hours,
use the Self-Assessment Tool or call
1 877 644-4545 to ﬁnd out what to do.
Your child should not go to school if:

• Your local public health authority has told
you to self-isolate.

• There is a risk of the child being infected

or if you believe they may have been in
contact with someone who has COVID-19.

• You are self-isolating for 14 days after
travelling outside Canada.

Children who are self-isolating at home
may still be able to access distance learning
support. Contact the staff at your child’s
school for more information.

Be careful at school,
in daycare and in
educational childcare
services
If your child shows symptoms, you will be
asked to come and pick them up immediately.
Call 1 877 644-4545 and follow the guidelines
that will be provided.

Safely restarting
activities
Even when it is possible to resume activities,
you must follow all of the relevant public
health guidelines, including those provided
by a health professional. Never end an
isolation period early.

Parents and staff will be informed if a child
that is part of the same class group tests
positive for COVID-19. Anyone determined
by the public health authorities to be at
moderate or high risk will be contacted,
removed from the school, daycare or
childcare service, and tested.
Parents and staff will be quickly notiﬁed if
regional public health authorities deem it
necessary to close down a facility or group.

Québec.ca/coronavirus
1 877 644-4545
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Pedestrian/cyclist group has 500+ followers, no formal members or incorporation

COVID-19 boosting interest in biking and walking, president Lambert says
By Martin C. Barry
While it’s no secret that bicycle sales
have soared since the onset of the COVID19 pandemic last March, an overall uptick
of public interest in bicycling itself has also
been noticed by the Association of Pedestrians and Cyclists of Westmount.
“This is something that we’ve definitely
seen,” said Dan Lambert, president of the
APCW. “Because of COVID, there are
more people wanting to walk and cycle for
exercise, and also because they want to
avoid public transportation.”
According to Lambert, the perceived increase is based on more than anecdotal evidence.
He says data gathered by an electronic
bicycle-usage counter set up by the city of
Westmount on the bike path that passes
by the Westmount recreation centre actually shows a quantifiable increase in local
bike use over the past few months.
Bike counters
“There are bike counters like this all
over Montreal and we check these bike
counters regularly,” he said. “We take into
account how many people are working
from home and not going into the office
anymore. And yet the number of people
on bicycles being counted is very similar
to last year. On some nice weekend days,
there are 1,500 people using that bike
path.”
Lambert said the APCW conducted a
survey recently to determine approximately how many people passing along
one of the bike paths through Westmount
started bicycling because of COVID-19. “It
was just that one survey – around a
hundred cyclists – just a small sample,” he
said.
“But what that showed us was that
about 20 percent of the people we interviewed told us that they started because of

Seen here on September 2 near the western end of the Westmount Park bicycle path, APCW president Dan Lambert maintains there has been an
overall increase in bicycle use by the general public since the onset earlier this year of the COVID-19 pandemic.

COVID. Others said that it wasn’t their first
time cycling when COVID hit, but they
were cycling a lot more than they used to.
And, in those cases, most of them said it’s
because they wanted to avoid public transportation.”
Although the APCW no longer keeps a
record of its membership, Lambert estimates the group has at least 500 followers,
since that was the number of people who

originally signed up. Around 60 per cent
are Westmount residents.
While the association is governed by a
board of six directors (all Westmounters)
who meet monthly to discuss bicycle and
pedestrian-related issues, Lambert said the
APCW isn’t chartered as a non-profit
group, doesn’t hold an annual general
meeting and doesn’t file an annual report.
And while some similarly-themed

groups might focus on social gatherings,
Lambert acknowledges that the APCW has
always concentrated on encouraging
people to walk and cycle, while lobbying
the city for changes to improve bike and
pedestrian safety.
“It’s definitely not a social gathering,”
he said. “Of course, we try to make it fun
to attend our meetings. But it’s all about
dealing with our action plan.”
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August sales: Bouncing back
Real Estate
Andy Dodge

Note: The following article relates to offers to purchase Westmount residential dwellings that were reported by local real estate agents as having been accepted in August 2020. Because they are not final registered sales, the addresses cannot be made public, but
give a good idea of current trends in local real estate
activity. The graph at right offers a picture of these
trends over time.
As Westmount and Montreal try to regain some
semblance of normalcy following the springtime
shutdown of the economy, Westmount’s real estate
market is showing a strong rebound. Nine sales
of one- and two-family dwellings were posted by
agents in each of May, July and August and 14 in
June, after a totally stagnant April (three sales) in
what is usually the busiest month of the year for
real estate agents.
The nine sales in August included a top price
of $5,765,000 – the second-highest price in Westmount this year – for a mid-level house, though
in fact this was only four percent above municipal
valuation, the lowest mark-up of the month. A

house on Lansdowne Ave. near The Boulevard
brought a mark-up almost double its municipal
valuation. The lowest price in August went for a
small house on Irvine Ave. at $1,200,000.
Average price for the month was $2,635,333,
and the overall adjusted price of a “typical” Westmount house moved up to almost $2,350,000 after
dipping as low as $2,100,000 in May. The average
home sale in August was 23.3 percent higher than
municipal valuation, similar to the July mark-up
of 22.9 percent but both of which are much higher
than mark-ups in the spring months.
With the rebound almost complete, we look to
the fall market, which typically brings an increase
in volume, though this year is hardly typical. By
mid-September the number of available listings
had dropped from 99 to 95, the greatest number
(35) of which are asking between $2 million and
$3 million, four of which are asking $10 million
or more, and only one of which is asking less than
$1 million.
Condos strong too
While some pundits suggest that buyers are
looking for houses that provide a “safe” (read:
COVID-free) atmosphere compared to apartments
and condominiums, in fact six condominiums
sold in August in a range of $610,000 to
$2,200,000, and including two
shares of duplexes, both for about continued on p. 19

Average adjusted price for ‘typical’ Westmount house, by month,
January 2015 to August 2020, based on accepted offer dates
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Westmount
A-dog-tions

Kiba Pup

Lysanne Fowler

Beaty & Grace

Although nothing was stolen during a
break-in last week at a vacant store under
renovation on St. Antoine St. in lower
Westmount, the walls inside were heavily
vandalized by graffiti artists, according to
a police report.
The perpetrators entered the store
through a window frame that was covered
only by a plastic sheet, said Station 12 community relations officer Adalbert Pimentel.
“Once they got inside, they did graffiti
in the establishment itself,” he said. The
complainant filed an incident report with
the police around 8 am on September 8.
He’d been away while renovations were
shut down during the Labour Day long
weekend.
According to Pimentel, the suspects
were probably “looking for a place to do
graffiti that would be out of sight. But nothing was stolen. There was just lettering
and so forth” left behind on the walls, he
said.
The were no video cameras in or outside the store. However, if the person or

persons behind the graffiti think they committed the perfect crime, they could be in
for a surprise.
Pimentel said a sergeant-detective at
Station 12 is responsible for keeping track
of all graffiti incidents. As with other cases,
the tags found in this one were photographed and filed. As a result, the creators
could eventually be identified and charged.
“A person who does one tag usually
does the same tag elsewhere,” he said. “So
then when the person gets arrested, the information is on file.” In the past, this has
led to arrests, Pimentel confirmed, as well
as charges for “mischief,” as the offence is
known in the criminal code.
“And in this case, there’s also break-andentry, because they broke in with the intention of committing a crime.”
Pimentel pointed out that renovators
and property owners should do as much
as possible to safeguard premises undergoing renovations, when the usual security
of locked doors or windows is compromised.
“When you’re more vulnerable, you
have to take the necessary steps to protect
yourself,” he said.

Trees, cont’d. from p. 1

Lysanne Fowler
Beautiful Grace is safe now.
Poor lovey, she was found abandoned
in an alley and is now in much needed
comfort and safety at the Montreal SPCA
cattery. With the staff’s gentle understanding of her shyness, she looks forward to
the care and attention that will, in turn,
help her gain her confidence again.
She is a gorgeous grey-and-white longhaired tabby who is declawed on her four
feet and is an indoor-only cat. She is a very
healthy nine-year-old, up to date with her
inoculations, spayed and microchipped.
Please adopt gentle Grace, giving her
time to come to you on her own as she is
looking for security since her frightening
ordeal outside.
Grace’s identification number is
44357911 and you can refer to it when you
go to the Montreal SPCA website at
www.spca.com and fill out the adoption application for hiwe on the attached link.
Once submitted, you will then be contacted
within 24 hours for a telephone interview,
followed by a visit by appointment at the
SPCA.
Your neighbour, Lysanne

Graffiti artists leave tell-tale tags
after breaking into store
By Martin C. Barry

Kiba is ready to play and fetches very
well! He is so young at 10 months of age,
a fast learner who bonds with warmth and
assurance. Kiba is a very handsome black
shorthair with a white chest and paws, staring intently with his sweet puppy gaze.
Growing still, he is in need of a family
as soon as possible to cuddle and learn
more games with.
Kiba is presently at the Montreal SPCA
kennel looking forward to a Westmount
dog lifestyle. He is very healthy, up to date
with his inoculations, neutered and microchipped. Kiba’s identification number is
45053357 and you can refer to it when you
go to the Montreal SPCA website at www.
spca.com and fill out the adoption application for him on the attached link. Once
submitted, you will then be contacted
within 24 hours for a telephone interview,
followed by a visit by appointment at the
SPCA.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne

9 Lives

Police Report

The new young trees are to be five to
seven feet in height.
Species expected to be planted include:
gingko biloba, “Morton glossy” elm, Amur
cork tree, honey locust, common hackberry, “ivory silk” Japanese lilac, Amur
flame maple, bitternut hickory, Amur maakia, swamp birch, American hornbeam,
river/black birch, katsura tree, freeman
maple “autumn blaze” and Canadian serviceberry.

Classiﬁeds in the Independent
Why list your goods (or services) on ﬂy-by-night, who-knows-whois-replying websites when you can list (and sell) locally?
Buy a classiﬁed in the Westmount Independent at:

www.westendclassiﬁeds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

Real estate, cont’d. from p. 17
$750,000. Combined with four condo sales
in July, the third-quarter average for condos is 20 percent above municipal valuation, almost the same as for one- and twofamily dwellings.
Adjacent-Westmount sales, of course,
were highlighted by the $18-million sale of
a mansion on Redpath Crescent in early
August, one of only four homes sold so far
this year in the Square Mile. Volume of
sales this year is fairly evenly distributed
between adjacent-Westmount areas to the
west, north and east of city limits, with
prices ranging from $728,000 for a duplex
on Ponsard Ave. to $6,700,000 for one of
the older mansions on St. Sulpice Rd.

A dead tree on the Dorchester median, as seen
September 14.
Photo: Independent.
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City Views
Veronica Redgrave

Back to school! What a fun time! New
books. New friends. New clothes. This year,
however, is different.
After 171 days away, children of all ages
can again take part in this rite of passage.
But they will participate within a far more
structured environment triggered by the
ongoing pandemic.
COVID 19 has changed the conversation. Literally. Now we wear masks to speak
to others.
Westmount’s private schools have quickly adapted, not only adopting government
policies concerning COVID, but also creating innovative ways of keeping in touch
with students, parents, grads and alumni.
We reached out to several schools and
received replies in time for publishing
from The Study, Selwyn House and ECS.

The Study
I happened to drive past The Study on
back-to-school day, and noted parents enthusiastically fastening rainbow balloons
to the school fencing. The rainbow, of
course, has become a symbol offering a
colourful optimism during COVID.
Susan Orr-Mongeau (SOM), director of
communications and marketing, gave me
some details on how The Study coped, and
is coping as the school moves into
fall/winter 2020.
On the news front at The Study, Kim
McInnes succeeds Nancy Lewis Sweer as
head of school. To mark Sweer’s nine-year
tenure, board chair Philip Nolan announced the “Nancy Lewis Sweer Leader of Tomorrow Scholarship.” The scholarship recognizes students who have demonstrated
outstanding dedication and leadership to
fellow students and to their community.
The scholarship of $2,000 will be award-

WOOD FINISHING

DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
•Specializing in
stripping & staining

ENTRANCE DOORS

– also –
•Touch-Ups & Repairs
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodﬁnishingmontreal.com

COVID changes the pace at Westmount schools
ed annually to a grade 10 student going
into grade 11.
The school welcomed McKinnis on
opening day. She studied at the University
of Toronto and in France earning her BA
and BEd, and then went on to earn an
MBA from the Schulich School of Business.
How are you celebrating special moments?
SOM: We will be announcing the Judy
Elder Alumna Award winner very soon.
The Founder’s Day assembly celebrating
The Study’s 105th birthday and the presentation of the Judy Elder Alumna Award
winner will most likely be virtually.
We will be creative! Alternative events
will be planned – again, most likely virtually – to celebrate milestone reunion
years.
How did The Study handle graduation
2019?
SOM: There was a special ceremony on
June 20 for the graduating class. It was
held in The Study’s gymnasium with
physical distancing and special Study
masks for the girls, who wore white cap
and gown. It was live-streamed for parents
and friends to see, as the maximum
number allowed in the gym at that time
was 50. Afterwards, the girls threw their
caps into the air outside on Braeside Place.
Additionally, on May 26, the graduates
were welcomed into the Study Old Girls’
Association (SOGA) in a virtual event
hosted by the president and vice-president
of SOGA with many alumnae.
Special gifts were delivered to the girls’
houses the day before and hidden by their
parents until the online event when they
were instructed to open them up together.
It was very special!
How are you keeping in touch?
SOM: School is keeping in touch with
partners and supporters on a regular basis.
The school also has held a few virtual
events and is planning for other virtual

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales
We Provide

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

events this fall.
How are you replacing planned events?
SOM: In lieu of our annual back-toschool BBQ, we hosted a family drive-in
movie night on September 8 at the Royalmount drive-in! Everyone is very excited.
Our new head of school Kim McInnes was
at the entrance in a Volkswagen convertible
to greet everyone!

Selwyn House
Courtney Prieur, director of experiential
education at Selwyn House School, explained how the school created memorable
moments for graduation 2019. “We organized a drive-by!”
Decorating the outside of the school
with masses of balloons, the Selwyn team
stood outside to welcome the graduating
class one by one. Grads – socially distancing – got out of their cars, took a quick
photo, and moved on. “Moving ahead to
today’s return of one and all, we organized
a ‘Week of Welcome,’ staggering the students’ returns. We carried out community
building among the school’s ‘houses.’ We
are a bit like Harry Potter!
“Of course, we followed all the government regulations. Our main goal was for
the children to have fun! They were all very
respectful.”
Mary Ann Cloherty, director alumni
giving, and old boy relations, explained that
the school stayed in contact virtually. Using
email to notify alumni of cancelled events,
the team also alerted them to a recent golf
tournament, which was virtual. However,
there was also a “real” event recently. The
“old boys” from the last five years usually
have a get-together BBQ. The much-loved
August event, complete with hand sanitizers, was held outdoors at the school.
Although only 19 brave souls attended,
they enjoyed pizza and caught up.
With the advancement office, Old Boys’
Association president Josh Wisenthal is

We all need electricity!

Master Electricians

Serving Westmount for over 60 years

Specialized in renovations
for older homes
Generator installations
Fast and reliable service

514-481-0125 5800 St. Jacques W.
Le corporation
des maîtres électriciens
du Québec

working on the annual homecoming reunion planned for October 2020. He is
constantly in contact with old boys, using
a myriad of social platforms.

ECS
Miss Edgars and Miss Cramps – now
known as ECS – also welcomed uniformed-knapsack-laden girls last week. We
chatted with school head Lauren Aislin
(LA).
Is this a special year for ECS?
LA: Actually, every year is a special year
at ECS. And I suppose COVID, itself,
makes this year particularly unique and
special! This November we will be celebrating Founders’ Day marking the 111th year
following in the footsteps of our trailblazing founders and re-defining the status quo
in girls’ education.
With the COVID situation, how is the
school reaching out to alumni?
LA: Actually, our alumnae “reached in”
to us with ECS CARES. The first came
from an old girl, now a New York pediatrician. Wearing scrubs, she shared experience, safety tips and Q&A with us.
Other old girls bolstered our Friday
nights with everything from cooking a true
Italian meal to learning about drawing cartoons from an alum who works for Disney.
It was fun to see our junior girls in
aprons, following each Zoom instruction,
serving dinner to their families for the first
time.
Parents sent us photos of the proud
young chefs and their family’s fine pasta
dining experience.
It has long been a tradition at ECS for
the graduating class to leave a parting gift
to the school. Things like our stained-glass
windows, filtered-water fountains, even
our school piano was donated by grads,
whom we call “old girls.”
Some classes have left funds for bursaries to gift an ECS education as a way of
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“paying ECS magic forward.” Each class
chooses which way they want to be remembered.
As COVID has transformed our way of
being together, digital connections have
been a lifeline to connect – more important
than ever today. To honour that fact – that
we are all connected, that we are stronger
together as an ECS sisterhood – the class
of 2020 decided that they would leave the
gift of “Graduway” to the school. Graduway
is an online social media platform tailored
specifically to ECS. An “ECS Facebook+
LinkedIn” to keep the ECS sisterhood connected and communicating, no matter
where we are in the world.
How did you commemorate grads?
LA: The challenge to transform our
graduation ceremony and celebration was
a tremendous one, as it was for all schools.
Trying to find a novel way to celebrate
while keeping a safe distance took creative
problem solving and ingenuity. We completely re-invented our graduation.
(We were so successful that we have created a new tradition – our girls now want
what “the graduates in the pandemic experienced”!)
We used the front of our school to commemorate the memorable moment with
flower-framed life-size posters of each
graduate in her cap and gown. Graduates
and their families were scheduled to arrive

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior
design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products
• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727
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by car and to drive up to the front door.
There, each graduate was met by Lauren
Aslin, head of school, who gave each girl
her diploma and shared private words.
Then, each graduate – flanked by cheering,
proud and teary teachers – walked into the
school for their last walk in the school
down “Graduate Hallway.”
Each girl was photographed in the hallway next to the Graduate Board with grads’
names painted in gold. All was filmed and
photographed and incorporated into our
final YouTube premiere closing ceremony.
How is the school keeping in touch with
partners? Sponsors? Fundraising?
LA: We have kept in touch with our constituents through social media, and our
weekly e-newsletter.
As for fund-raising, we were able to
raise money for a few Montreal organizations such as Moisson Montreal and GLOL
(Girls Living Out Loud).
And our mini entrepreneurs made soap
for the homeless, sewed and distributed
masks as well. The focus on others helped
our girls weather the hardship of isolation
as an opportunity to think about and to
care for others in our community.
Does the school normally have an event
in September? If so, how are you
circumventing the moment to hold it?
And what is it?
LA: Every year, we look forward to our
Welcome Back Breakfast held at the
school. We breakfast all together and joyously celebrate our new learning year. But
this year we had to dream up a safer way
to celebrate, so we hosted a “There’s No
Place Like ECS” welcome back night at the
drive-In, showing The Wizard of Oz at the
Royalmount on September 7.
The night started with our beloved
music teacher Ben Griffin and his band. It
featured our head of school as Glinda the
Good Witch and our head girl as the beloved Dorothy of Kansas.
Students, faculty, staff and parents were
excited to be able to get together to kick off
a new year, safely distanced yet still together – with popcorn too!

Fall-Winter 20 Collection
“Do you speak Emma?”

1350 Greene Ave. 514.935.8389

RONDA BLY
ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Bonavista Towers – 4650 Bonavista
Spacious rentals—9 ft ceiling
1, 2, and 3 bedrooms renovated.
900 sf to 1800 sf starting from $1,399
Rent includes all stainless appliances, heat,
hot water and a free storage locker.

Immediate Occupancy * 1 Month Free
Equipped Workout Room * Parking Available

www.bonavistatowers.com
– Brokers Protected –

Call for a visit 514 383 4977
*conditions apply

@emma_boutique

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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Not known if budget will increase too

Vendôme Metro/MUHC tunnel delayed for unknown amount of time
By Martin C. Barry
The construction of a new pedestrian
entrance and tunnel linking the Vendôme
Metro station in southeastern NDG to the
McGill University Health Centre’s Glen
hospital has again been delayed – after first
being postponed to the spring of 2019 and
then to the fall of 2020.
The Société de transport de Montréal
(STM) had initially blamed the delay on
unexpected complications arising during
construction of the tunnel.
Creating the tunnel under the railway
tracks was supposed to be completed by
the autumn of 2018. However, for technical
reasons, it was delayed until the spring of
2019, after which completion was again
postponed until this autumn.
This week, STM spokesperson Amélie
Régis confirmed to the Independent that the
timeline has been re-set once again. However, now there is no projected date for
completion.
“We are presently in the process of revising the timeline, which is effectively delayed because of the pandemic,” she said
in an e-mailed response to our questions.
“However, we are unable to provide a more
precise date for the time being.”
Asked whether the postponements will
be adding to the project’s estimated costs,
Régis replied, “That is part of the evaluation taking place at this time, so it is too
early to say.”
According to a description of the “Vendôme Project” on the STM’s website, a new
entrance building is being created for the
Vendôme Metro station since the current
entrance not easily accessible by persons

As seen on September 9, a view from de Maisonneuve Blvd. looking south-eastward of the Projet Vendôme’s main entrance.

with physical limitations or disabilities.
Among other things, the project
involves installing a new entrance building for the Vendôme Metro, since the
current one is currently not universally accessible.
The new entrance, as well as train
platforms, a pedestrian tunnel leading to
the MUHC and surface infrastructures,
will be equipped with elevators and

universal accessibility equipment, such as
wider motorized butterfly doors and wing
gates.
In total, five elevators will be installed
to make it easier for transit users to get
around the Vendôme Metro station, which
is an intermodal transit hub, while facilitating access to the MUHC.
However, according to the STM, there
won’t be any escalators in the new entrance
building, as it is nestled in a corner of
the Vendôme Metro site where existing
infrastructures, such as nearby buildings,
the Metro tunnel, the bus loop and the CP
train tracks, left insufficient room for
escalators, which require extra space for
mechanical equipment.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Lawn Mowing, Gardening
Lawn mowing, weeding, trimming, raking leaves, snow shoveling. Please
contact Vince at 514-294-5562.

Classiﬁeds in the Independent
Why list your goods (or services)
on ﬂy-by-night, who-knows-who-isreplying websites when you can list
(and sell) locally?
Buy a classiﬁed in the
Westmount Independent at:

www.westendclassiﬁeds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

La paroisse Saint-Léon de Westmount
annonce la reprise des parcours de catéchèse
à compter du mercredi 14 octobre 2020, 18h30,
au 330, avenue Clarke.

The Projet Vendôme entrance to the Vendôme Metro station has been delayed once again.

Il y aura une soirée d'information et d’inscription pour les parents
le mercredi 30 septembre 2020 en la salle Oscar-Gauthier
au 310, avenue Clarke à 18h30.
Le protocole des consignes sanitaires est en vigueur à la paroisse.
Pour toute information supplémentaire :
catsaintleon@gmail.com ou 514-935-4950

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 15, 2020 – 23

Sha
ana Tovah
h
h!
Wis
ishing
g you
ua
sweet & prosssper
spe ous
New Yea
ear!
TEAM

NA
ATHA
T ALIE
E
EL
LKOU
UBY
Y
Residen
ntial Real Esta
ate Broker
e

514
4-823-0
0054
4

24 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 15, 2020

Manoir Westmount
A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

Return to Retail
Veronica Redgrave

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Very affordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals
 Daily tea
 Daily housekeeping
 Personal Laundry

 Medication distribution
 24 hour security
 24 hour nurse
 Extensive activity programme

During COVID, retail has been one of
hardest-hit sectors. So it is refreshing to
learn of a local success story.
Silvia Bortoluzzi’s Boutique Sisi has
navigated the lock-down moment with stylish skill. Jumping on the power of social
media, Silvia models an outfit every day,
explaining the fabric and wearability. Her
video is shown not only on Boutique Sisi’s
web page but also on Facebook and Instagram.
She also quickly instigated one-on-one

Sisi? Sì – by appointment
Facetime with her customers, discussing
clothing options for the “new reality.”
Clothes are then picked up at the shop,
which is closed except by appointment
only.
Silvia’s Italian heritage is evident in the
boutique’s collection of summertime
linens (“Italians love linen! The more
creased the better!”), and chic-yet-casual
outfits.
“Customers want something less fancy
today. It’s all about comfort.”
Even the boutique’s line of undergarments is comfortable, as are the dance
separates.
Complementing the fashion is a line of
unique jewelry; one-of-a-kind pieces, in-

cluding mask holders, created with beads
from Ghana. Wonderful woven baskets,
also from Ghana’s, catch the eye. They are
perfect for a plant, to hold magazines,
guest towels et al. Arriving for their appointment, shoppers are welcomed by a
tiny greeter. Phoebe, a Chihuahua-miniature pinscher cross, gives a “bark, a growl
and a kiss to fashion lovers.”
Boutique Sisi.
By appointment only
361 Victoria Ave.
boutiquesisi.com

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8
For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca
Onsite nurse available
from Monday to Thursday
for your injection needs,
blood sugar monitoring,
general consultations.

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

Walk in or Call to book.

Pearson & Cohen-Tenoudji
Pharmacy

5025 Sherbrooke St. W.(near Claremont)
Suite 102 – H4A 1S9

ANNE-MARIE LARUE

EVI HO

514-919-0877

514-862-7718
eviho@outlook.com

amlarue@uniserve.com

(ground ﬂoor entrance, 30 min free parking)

TEL:

514-484-2222

FAX:

514-484-2205

FREE DELIVERY

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
Re/Max Action Inc Agency – Westmount

www.montrealpharmacy.com

We welcome
your letters
Licensed Real Estate Broker – Montreal & Miami

“Your Professional for
MIAMI & MONTREAL
Real Estate”

514-238-2828

• Ft. Lauderdale • Hallandale • Sunny Isles • Bal Harbour • Surfside • Miami Beach

Experience, integrity & results for over 25 years

305-733-3024

We welcome your letters but
reserve the right to choose
and edit them. Please limit to
300 words and submit before
Friday 10 am to be considered
for publication the following
week.
email us at:
editor@westmountindependent.com

Classiﬁeds in the
Independent
Why list your goods (or services)
on ﬂy-by-night, who-knows-who-isreplying websites when you can list
(and sell) locally?
Buy a classiﬁed in the
Westmount Independent at:

www.westendclassiﬁeds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 15, 2020 – 25

Different park, similar seat

The future of office work?

King George (Murray) Park has a “phantom seat” (see August 25, p. 4) that moves around the
park. Well, Westmount Park has a stationary seat, which stays put. It is seen here August 28, left,
and September 2.
Photos: Independent.

Team members at Victoria Ave.’s RobitailleCurtis architecture and landscape design firm have
taken to the outdoors on several occasions this summer, including on September 3 to meet baby
Angus. From left, Andrew Curtis, Samantha Williams, Samuel Lavoie, Anne Charbit, mum Teressa
Peill and son Angus Gibb, Sophie Robitaille and Simon Gafner. The Independent did not have the
heart to ask them about winter meeting plans.
Photo: Independent.
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Cause: Montreal Children’s Hospital Foundation
Social Notes

Fundraiser Profile: Mark Pathy

Veronica Redgrave

soon! September 14. [After the Independent’s press time.] Our tournament has
been held on the first Monday after Labour
Day for nearly two decades. Many of our
players have it marked in their calendars
months in advance!
This golf tournament will be one of the
only networking events this year and the
biggest, most important in-person event
for the Children’s. Golf tournaments are
one of the few events where you can easily
maintain social distancing.

As Social Notes depends on social events,
which depend on gatherings, times have
changed. But we’ll meet again. Until then, we
profile the disappointed but determined supporters of great causes to see how they are
faring in our smaller world and learn their
event’s new plans.
Mark Pathy, chair of the MCHF Golf
Tournament and board member of the
Montreal Children’s Hospital Foundation

Why is it important for you to still hold
the event, despite circumstances?
I have to credit my amazing committee
that approached soliciting for this year with
eagerness and persistence.
So many fundraising events have had
to be cancelled this year. For the hospital,
this means that services, equipment and
training may be put on hold indefinitely.
This directly and seriously affects our
health care professionals, but even more
importantly it will impact our vulnerable
young patients. We knew that if there was
anything we could do to help bridge that
gap, we had to do it.
We’re also lucky to have a grateful par-

What was your event? Cause?
The 24th edition of the MCHF Golf
Tournament is one of the longest-running
events for the Children’s! Our focus has always been attracting and retaining the very
best talent for our hospital. Over the years,
we’ve funded chairs, fellowships, visiting
lecturers, and other important professionals in order to prioritize the best care
for our young patients.
It was to be held on what date? Have you
planned a new date?
We’re so thankful that we have been
able to keep our original date. It’s very

ent, Nisha Kim Mohammed, as our president of honour this year. Hearing her story
about the care her daughter recently received at the Children’s helped motivate us
and remind us the importance of every dollar we raise.
Instead of cocktail attire, what are you
wearing?
Golf cleats! And my Children’s mask.
How are you (personally) staying in
touch?
With a lot of creativity! Whether it’s
more video calls, or finding safe ways to
see people (like on the golf course!), it’s all
about prioritizing the people who are important to us.
Link for your event/cause supporters?
fondationduchildren.com/golf

Planning a garage sale?
Let all of Westmount know.
Place a classiﬁed ad in the
Westmount Independent.

www.westendclassiﬁeds.com

Happy Rosh Hashanah
LUXURY HOMES

  



FOR RENT
CHOOSE FROM OUR LARGE
SELECTION OF LUXURY HOMES FOR
RENT IN GREATER MONTREAL.

WITH GROUPE COPLEY’S OWN
DEDICATED SERVICE TEAM, WE WANT TO ENSURE
THAT YOUR RENTAL EXPERIENCE IS TRULY
OUTSTANDING WITH US.

View all our homes at

GROUPECOPLEY.COM
QUESTIONS? ASK PENNY

INFO@GROUPECOPLEY.COM OR
514.656.6437 ext.0

Serving executives, athletes,
and professionals since 1998

Jennifer Maccarone

Députée de Westmount–Saint-Louis
514 395-2929
jennifer.maccarone.WSL@assnat.qc.ca
@MaccaroneWSL

JMaccarone
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BRUCE KENT
GROUP
PRIVATE INVESTMENT
MANAGEMENT

Excellence
in Portfolio Management:
There is wealth in our approach.
Portfolio management expertise and excellence, depth, professionalism and consistency – this is what
has defined our business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage portfolios, control
risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.
At the Bruce Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it is specifically tailored to meet your
needs and expectations. Our personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio management,
is why the Bruce Kent Group is the largest discretionary portfolio management group at RBC Dominion
Securities across Canada, with over $4 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.
If you are seeking outstanding portfolio
management and comprehensive
wealth management, we would be
pleased to discuss how we can put
our experience to work for you.

To meet with us, please call :
Nathalie Roussin, Vice President & Wealth Advisor, or
Jean-François Dion, Vice President & Portfolio Manager,
at 514-878-7292
1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal | brucekentgroup.com

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member company
of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. ©2019 RBC Dominion Securities Inc. All rights reserved.
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JILL PRÉVOST

STILL CAN’T FIND THE ONE?
HERE ARE 4 LISTINGS THAT MIGHT BE FOR YOU!
FORDEN | WESTMOUNT

CLARKE | WESTMOUNT

This traditional 3-storey semi,
Is what you've been waiting for,
Fully renovated + with integrated garage,
A gorgeous den + so much more!
4+1 bdrm/3+1 bath

If you've been looking for a project,
This just might be the one,
With a full height attic + integrated garage,
There's so much that can be done!
4 bdrm/2+2 bath

HARLAND PL. | HAMPSTEAD

OLIVIER | WESTMOUNT

If you want beautiful quality,
Then this might be the one for you,
It's not only FULLY renovated,
But it's on a quiet cul-de-sac too!
4+1 bdrm/3+2 bath

Do you need a rental apartment?
Just steps from Greene Avenue,
I've got a few to choose from,
And we can renovate it just for you!
2 bdrm/1 bath

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me.

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...
Visit all my properties

jillprevost.com
R E A L E S TA T E B R O K E R

514.591.0804
Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest
Real Estate Agency

