
◀ Plate commemorates 
Westmount’s war hospital 

This plate of the No. 14  Canadian General 
Hospital, illustrated by Major Jules Gosse-

lin, was made in Perugia, Italy to com-
memorate the unit’s experience in World 
War II, which began in Westmount. See 
p. 28 for story. 
Photo courtesy of Donald V. Macdougall. 

▶ Coming to city’s 
Nov. 6 Remembrance: 

period uniforms 
Six members of the volunteer West-

mount Battery re-enactment group 
display the recently created uniforms 

they will wear November 6. From left, 
October 10, are: Sergeant Frédéric 

 Lanoes, Master Warrant Officer Thomas 
Savoie, Sergeant-Major Jocelyn Blanchet and 

lance-sergeants Nai Hammound,  Benoit Dion 
and Jean-Marc Côté. All are also current or past 

members of Canada’s actual military. For story, see 
p. 29. Photo courtesy of the Westmount Battery.
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Don’t Miss It 
Municipal election 

for councillors in Districts 1, 2, 5, 7 and 8 

Sunday, November 7 
9:30 am to 8 pm 

Districts 1 & 2: Roslyn School 

District 5: Victoria Hall 

Districts 7 & 8: Centre Greene

We are Westmount
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Top 1% 
in Canada

REAL ESTATE AGENCY 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Diamond Award Winner 
Top 10 

team for 
Royal Lepage 

Quebec. 
2009–2017

B.514.934.1818 
C.514.912.1482 
baudinet@royallepage.ca 

www.baudinet.ca

Little Burgundy | 2220 Rue St-Antoine O., 
apt. A | $495,000 

Côte-des-Neiges | 4500 Ch. de la Côte-des-Neiges 
Multiple Listings Available Starting at $479,000 

Côte-des-Neiges | 4923 Rue Jean-Talon O., 
apt. 806 | $445,000 

Westmount| 315 Av. Olivier 
$4,000/M, $4,800/M short term

FULLY RENOVATED CONDO IN HEART OF MONTREAL 

FOREST HILL FULLY FURNISHED + 3 BEDROOMS 

Westmount | 11 Av. Ingleside 
$8,000/M 

FULLY FURNISHED ROW HOUSE 

Pointe-Saint-Charles | 2727 Rue St-Patrick, 
apt. 209 | $779,000 

2 BEDROOM & 2 BATHROOM CONDO UNIQUE BRIGHT CORNER UNIT 

Golden Square Mile | 1390 Av. des Pins O., 
apt. 6B | $449,000 

1 BEDROOM + 1 BATH CONDO 

Westmount | 4500 Boul. De Maisonneuve O., 
apt. 41 | $2,400/M 

RENOVATED TWO BEDROOM CONDO 

FEATURED

FOR RENT NEW PRICE FOR RENTFOR SALE

FEATURED NEW PRICE FEATURED

Pointe-Saint-Charles| 1820 Rue Mullins, apt. 6 | $350,000

2 BEDROOM CONDO NEAR ATWATER MARKET AND LACHINE CANAL

NEW LISTING

LUXURIOUS TWO FLOOR CONDO

NEW LISTING
Westmount | 1 Av. Wood, apt. 409-509 | $2,750,000



Inebriated wedding guest 
escorted home 

A public safety officer patrolling along 
St. Catherine October 24 reported finding 
an older man lying on the north sidewalk 
between Clarke and Redfern at 2:21 am, 
Public Security officials said. He appeared 
to be sleeping but when she was able to 
waken him, he sat up, excused himself, 
and stated that he had been going home 
from a wedding and had had too much to 
drink. 

He was conscious and alert but began 
staggering and had trouble walking. He 
was escorted home to his residence nearby, 
right up to his apartment door. 

Dog found in bus shelter, 
returned home 

A dog was found sitting alone in a bus 
shelter at Westmount Ave. and Grosvenor 
October 27 at 1:39 pm, Public Security of-
ficials said. When called, the golden doodle 
came to the officer, who was able to trace 
it to a home nearby using the city’s online 
dog permits management system called 
Emili. The owner was found in the back 
yard whistling for it. He explained the high 
wind had blown the gate open. 

The web-based Emili tool was intro-
duced almost exactly five years ago on 
 November 1 (see story September 27, 2016, 
p. 1). 

Truck gets hung up 
on city flower planter 

A container truck hit and got lodged on 
a city cement planter outside 4880 Sher-
brooke near the Dairy Queen October 20, 
Public Security officials said. Efforts to free 
it caused “quite a commotion” during after-
noon rush hour traffic. The truck’s di-
lemma was discovered at 5:30 pm by a pa-
trolling public safety officer, who assisted 
in traffic control. A Public Works loader 
was finally required to lift the truck off the 
planter.
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HUNG RY  FOR  ND G OR WESTMOUNT!
I have serious buyers for Westmount + NDG, 

Couples, singles + a great family, 
Big budgets, small budgets + all pre-approved! 
By now we thought they all would have moved! 

If you’re thinking of selling, maybe I have the buyer for you! 
Call me in confidence. Maybe we can write your next chapter together!

JILL PRÉVOST

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency
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Parking inspector assists 
woman with head injury 

A city parking inspector went to the 
 assistance of a 70-year-old woman who had 
fallen on the sidewalk facing 1215 Greene 
near the post office, Public Security 
 officials said. She was reported to have 
 suffered excessive bleeding from a head in-
jury, for which the inspector tried to keep 
her quiet and distracted from moving 
around. 

Urgences Santé was called and she was 
believed to have been taken to a hospital. 
It was not known what caused her to fall, 
but a soft drink can was found on the side-
walk beside her. She was identified as 
 living in Montreal. 

“This shows the important role the 
parking inspectors play,” department di-
rector Greg McBain said. “They do much 
more than issue tickets. They are all 
trained to intervene.” 

Opening of de M. delayed 
The Société de transport de Montréal 

now foresees finishing its work on de Mai-
sonneuve between Atwater and Wood for 
Monday, November 8, the Independent 
learned by emailed press release October 
29. “The city of Westmount will continue 
working in the area to finish installing road 
signage. When this work is finished, de 
Maisonneuve Blvd. will once again be open 
to traffic between Atwater and Wood,” con-
cluded the communication. 
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ACTION  |  Agence immobilière 

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

Outremont Exclusive
$ 4,500,000

1 Rue McGill #1103, Ville-Marie
$ 3,250,000

456 Av. Elm, Westmount
$ 3,195,000

495 Av. Claremont, Westmount
$ 2,450,000

381 Av. Claremont, Westmount
$ 1,550,000

577 Av. Lansdowne, Westmount
$ 2,995,000

429 Av. Argyle, Westmount
$ 2,795,000

421 Av. Claremont, Westmount
$ 1,295,000

205 Av. Victoria #203, Westmount
$ 675,000+txs

Westmount Exclusive
$ 7,500,000

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING
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+ $225 MILLION 
IN SALES VOLUME

SINCE JANUARY 1, 2021**

JosephMontanaro.com  |  514. 660. 3050

ACCEPTED OFFER ACCEPTED OFFER

ACCEPTED OFFER ACCEPTED OFFER

LISTED AND SOLD BY JOSEPH SOLDSOLD
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SOLD SOLD

ACCEPTED OFFER ACCEPTED OFFER

657 Av. Murray Hill, Westmount
$ 2,599,000*

381 Av. Claremont, Westmount
$ 1,675,000*

492 Av. Argyle, Westmount 3 Westmount-Square #1312, Westmount

510 Av. Argyle, Westmount
$ 1,599,000*

205 Av. Victoria #303, Westmount
$ 695,000+txs*

455 Av. Strathcona, Westmount 417 Av. Mount-Stephen, Westmount

71 Rue André-Prévost, Île-des-Soeurs
$ 3,295,000*

100 Rue André-Prévost #2502, Île-des-Soeurs
$ 3,299,000*



6 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – November 2, 2021

OROCOUNSEL

OONSEILLERC

votee

ezvote

OVN
7

evAvt estmounWe
e :plac

testmounWe
tion :otav

v W

W A

D

GENT,  AO,’IGNAUDIA DACL ZIO TIFATAR: MDPAIMPRIME P

testmounwo@damic
om.coedamicot

VKREA

.isc.F),  MBA,  DTVA(PAA,CPA
D’AMICO

IOTONAN

TE OFFICIELLE 

CP GA,  CP

v

Westmounters air their views at WMA meet-the-candidates debate 
By Martin C. Barry 

With the exception of a momentary con-
frontation between the incumbent and the 
former city councillor for Westmount’s 
District 8, there were no fireworks to speak 
of during a meet-the-candidates evening 
held by the Westmount Municipal Associ-
ation at Victoria Hall on October 27. 

The building’s main event venue was 
less than half full for the more than two-
hour long gathering on October 27. 

Absent: Silverstone Segal, Hopley 

District 1 candidate Jane Silverstone 

Segal was unable to attend, as her husband 
was in hospital for surgery at the Montreal 
Heart Institute. 

And it was a relatively easy evening for 
District 7 candidate Matt Aronson, as his 
opponent, Neil Hopley, couldn’t be present 
“for a variety of reasons,” said WMA in-
terim-president Beryl Wajsman without 
elaborating. Instead, a statement sub-
mitted by Hopley was read out. (Hopley 
has previously explained to the Independent 
(October 19, p. 10) that he is not vaccinated 
against COVID-19 so would not be allowed 
into Victoria Hall, given a city policy for all 
of its facilities that requires it.) 

Hopley said an issue of great concern 
for himself and others is the outgoing ad-
ministration’s proposed plan to modify 
Westmount Park. He referred to it as “the 
defacing of an historic masterpiece that 
has been there for well over 100 years.” 

Other issues he raised included the 
 deteriorating state of Westmount’s lane-
ways, as well as the sound barrier along the 
edge of the railway line and the Ville Marie 
expressway. 

“Enough already, let’s make this hap -
pen,” Hopley said in his statement, noting 
that he’d heard nothing but reasons why 
the barrier doesn’t get built since he moved 

to Westmount in 2009. 

Indoor pool 

District 5 resident Conor Sampson 
opened question period by noting that the 
city conducted a feasibility study a year ago 
looking at the possibility of building an in-
door pool. “I’m interested in hearing con-
structive ideas from candidates for advanc-
ing this project,” he said. 

“I am a hundred percent behind you for 
an indoor pool,” District 5 candidate Liz 
McCallum responded, adding that her 
daughter swam with the Barracudas and 
Dolphins, but that she had to go to Côte 
St. Luc because the city of Westmount has 
no indoor pool for workouts during the 
winter. 

District 8 candidate Michael Mossop 
said he agreed “there is a need for a pool. 
I can see the benefits.” However, “it would 
need to be a joint venture, because I know 

◀ Seen here on stage, from left, in Victoria Hall 
during the WMA’s meet-the-candidates evening 
are Antonio D’Amico (District 1), Marcy Katz 
(District 1), Elisabeth Roux (District 2), Paola 
Samuel (District 2), Anitra Bostock (District 5), 
Liz McCallum (District 5), Matt Aronson (Dis-
trict 7), Kathleen Kez (District 8) and Michael 
Mossop (District 8).



how expensive an indoor pool is,” he add -
ed. He said it should be a joint venture with 
either the YMCA or a school. 

Incumbent District 5 candidate Anitra 
Bostock said that for Westmount’s seniors, 
an indoor pool “is probably the most im-
portant and excellent exercise to keep our 
seniors mobile. And so, an indoor pool is 
definitely part of what we need in our city 
and something that we can work with 
other organizations to make sure that it 
happens.” 

Katherine Hope, also an avid swimmer 
and District 5 resident, said she wanted 
each candidate to state a date when West-
mount might finally get an indoor public 
pool. 

“It seems that the Americans were able 
to put a man on the moon in less time than 
it’s taking Westmount to build an indoor 
public pool,” she said. “We’re one of the 
wealthiest cities in Canada and we don’t 
have a basic facility like an indoor public 
pool.” 

Kathleen Kez, the incumbent councillor 
in District 8, said an indoor pool is “some-
thing that has been discussed” by city offi-
cials “and at this point, before even coming 
to a date, we would have to find a location. 
So, that’s where it’s at now … Locations are 
being evaluated. Absolutely.” 

Matt Aronson said, “I would love to give 
you a specific date. But as I am just a resi-
dent like you, I can’t. I can’t because there 
isn’t enough transparency” at city hall. 

He said that, if elected, he would make 
sure “you have that information so you 
don’t have to wait four years and come to 
a public meeting to ask people for a date. 
You should already know what it is.” 

Other sports infrastructure also came 
up for discussion. Wading into the debate 
on “turf” for the Westmount Athletic 
Grounds (WAG) playing field, Paola 
 Samuel, running in District 2, argued in 
favour of turf made of artificial “grass,” but 
with organic infill (e.g. cork, coconut shells 
or wood). This organic substance, she con-
tended, is very different from the tire/rub-
ber infill commonly used, which was at 
one time the only kind available. 

“Any kind of environmental issues do 
not exist with organic [infill] turf,” she said. 
“And any kind of danger to the lungs of our 
kids does not exist with organic [infill] turf. 
None of us want an artificial [infill] turf 
field. We want an organic [infill] field. And 
there’s a lot of misinformation going 
around about the organic turf [infill] field 
that we are advocating for.” 

While suggesting that children today 
are increasingly suffering from health 
 issues such as depression and diabetes, 
 Samuel said the answer “is more sports. 
And organic turf [infill] fields will help do 
that. We don’t want to take green spaces 
away. We want to find a solution with 
everyone working together.” 

The environment 

Caroline Gendron of District 7 asked the 
panel to comment on her suggestion that 
Westmount should establish a “carbon 
budget” so that all city departments con-
duct operations on a sustainable and car-
bon-neutral basis. 

Aronson replied, “We absolutely, with-
out question, need to know how much 
damage we are doing to our environment 
and take bold, decisive action to reduce it 
as quickly and as efficiently as possible. In 
my mind, there is a lot of important stuff 
that a city council does. But all of us as 
citizens, as human beings, have a respon-
sibility to deal with the climate crisis and 
to do so immediately.” 

Antonio D’Amico, who is running for 
the District 1 seat, said he would like to in-
troduce “green accounting” as part of a 
comprehensive review of the municipal 
taxation system. 

As an example, he said property owners 
who use “smart” irrigation systems to 
monitor their water consumption should 
be rewarded by the city. 

“Maybe if people do green measures 
they should be compensated – possibly 
through the tax system is one way of doing 
it,” said D’Amico who is a tax accountant. 

Addressing the sustainability issue, Dis-
trict 1 candidate Marcy Katz said that if 
usage of personal transportation is still 
very high in Westmount, it is partly be-
cause some sections of the city are not 
readily accessible by public transit. 

“Yet, that does not fully explain why we 

have over 10,000 cars for almost 20,000 
residents,” said Katz. 

“So, I think a solution is to encourage 
the use of electrical cars, and we need to 
look at solutions that will let Westmount 
lead in terms of electrification of cars, and 
make it easier for our residents to use safe, 
clean electrical power. I’m proud that we 
are leaders in this clean energy and sus-
tainability and I believe we need to con-
tinue in that direction.” 

Samiotis weighs in against Kez 

Former District 8 city councillor Theo-
dora Samiotis, who lost her seat to Kath-
leen Kez by three votes in the 2017 election, 
claimed that Kez has been taking credit 
during her campaign for improvements 
that started before she was elected. 

Samiotis maintained that some were 
just “a matter of course for Public Works,” 
but also that a few “were actually initiated 
by the former council, for which she is now 
taking credit.” 

Kez defended herself, reading from 
some of her campaign material, saying that 
“despite the challenges resulting from the 
pandemic, there have been some notable 
improvements in our district over the last 
four years.” 

District 2 resident Lucien Savard asked 
the district’s two candidates to state 
whether they’d be willing to commit to 
doing all they can to have Claremont Ave. 
re-surfaced or re-built sometime soon. 
Both said they were aware that the street’s 
current state is seen as problematic by 
nearby residents and they pledged to do 
something about it. 

Bikes and green transportation 

District 5 resident Zeela Kaufman, a 
Westmounter for the past 43 years, wanted 
to know whether the candidates in her area 
would advocate for special wardens to be 
posted in Westmount Park to guarantee 
the safety of young and old out walking, 
while bicyclists are straying off the bike 
path and using the park as a throughfare 
“and endangering everyone.” 

McCallum replied, “I agree with you. I 
think there are issues with the bike path 
in Westmount Park a hundred percent. I 
also think that there has to be some kind 
of traffic mitigation that involves the bike 
path there. You have people that are speed-
ing through, going through stop signs and 
going through red lights, for that matter. 
And you have people who have been hit by 
bicycles on the bike path.” 

Bostock said the city has five patrollers 
who are dedicated to patrolling the parks 
through the summer months. “We need 
to have them in the park longer,” she 
added. “People are riding their bicycles and 
they’re in the park way longer, way into No-
vember and December. So, we need to look 
at extending that contract that we already 

have with Public Security. So, we need to 
do a better job of getting them out there 
longer.” 

When a District 1 resident asked what 
practical solutions could be implemented 
to encourage summit residents to use 
more sustainable modes of transportation 
(besides bicycling) to do some of their light 
shopping below the hill on Sherbrooke St., 
Katz suggested that an electric mini-bus 
might do. 

“We don’t have the accessibility like 
other districts to public transportation,” 
added Katz. D’Amico suggested that an 
app could be developed to provide a  ride-
sharing service “for people who are going 
to the same place,” he said. 

Elisabeth Roux, who is running in the 
neighbouring District 2, said, “It’s not real-
istic to think that we’re all going to be on 
bikes or walking. There’s no one who lives 
near The Boulevard who’s going to go get 
four liters of milk at Metro down the street 
on foot or on bike.” 

She agreed that an hourly shuttle bus 
“would make sense” possibly to link the 
Victoria village to Greene Ave. along Sher-
brooke St. “If it was electrical, it would help 
the environment, it would take cars off the 
street,” she said. “And if it was Westmount-
run, then we could have something to do 
with the schedule and how many of them 
we have.”
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Westmounter Tony Moffatt was one of the many 
city residents who raised questions and issues 
during the WMA’s meet-the-candidates evening 
held at Victoria Hall on the evening of Wednes-
day October 27. His question was about whether 
the city would continue its relationship with the 
Healthy City Project as an environment commit-
tee.

CARPET/RUG 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

ORIENTAL RUGS: 
NEW AND ANTIQUE 

hand wash and repairs 

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 
We also clean carpets 

& furniture 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!
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Civility, please 
What has happened to civility in the city 

of Westmount? 
October 27’s meeting at Victoria Hall of 

the candidates running for election or re-
election went very convivially until ques-
tion period, when, after a few questions, 
we witnessed a shocking display in a nasty, 
uncalled-for personal attack on the incum-
bent councillor from District 8 by the 
former sitting councillor. 

It displayed the characteristics we have 
come to see on TV at school meetings and 
in legislatures south of the border. 

It should not be tolerated and we must 
call it out. 

Honor Robertson, Clandeboye Ave. 

More, earlier info desired 
This is Friday the 29th and I just found 

your October 26 issue in my mail box. Nor-
mally, I wouldn’t mind the delay but this 
issue announced the October 27 meet-the-
candidates night [at Victoria Hall]. I would 
have attended, either live or virtually, had 
I known about this meeting. 

Unfortunately, I know nothing about 
the two candidates in District 5 except for 
what you wrote about them in the Septem-
ber 21 issue, which I kept. That is certainly 
not enough information on which to base 
a vote. I have encountered neither candi-
date on my many walks around the neigh-
bourhood, nor have I seen any reference 

to the meeting, even though I’ve been on 
the lookout. 

Am I the only one being left in the dark? 
Did I miss something? 

Kathleen Dunn, Lansdowne Ave. 
Editor’s reply: For clarity, your newspaper 
was not late. Canada Post has three days 
to deliver it, usually Wednesday to Friday, 
but longer when there is a postal holiday 
on one of those days. There are many com-
plications with synching the delivery of the 
paper and news. If you are very keen, the 
best thing to do is read the paper online on 
Tuesdays. We did not run the debate, but 
the organizers did run an ad in our Oc-
tober 19 issue (p. 9). – DP. 

Is anybody out there? 
You’ve got mail 

The other day Anitra Bostock (already 
four years in office) and Cynthia Lulham 
(25+ years of service) stopped by to talk 
about Anitra’s candidature [for District 5]. 

Neither of them seemed to have any rec-
ollection of the importance of their func-
tion as council members when it comes to 
responding to email from their consti-
tuents. 

Having been in contact with a number 
residents about the approaching elections, 
I’ve advised them to contact the members 
of council to make an educated decision 
when the time comes to vote. However, al-
most every single one of them responded 

to me with some sort of, “I’ve emailed 
them all, but I never hear back. I don’t 
think they’re even reading the emails.” 

There are two potential reasons for the 
lack of a response to an email: either they 
didn’t read it at all, or they didn’t care 
enough to hit reply and say, “Thanks, I will 
make sure this problem is solved.” Neither 
of these options is acceptable. 

It is understandable that city councillors 
are busy – but as an elected member of city 
council, it is literally their job to “serve and 
be seen to serve their constituents in a con-
scientious and diligent manner [and] per-
form their duties in office in a manner that 
promotes public confidence.” 

This phrase appears in almost every 
code of conduct available on the internet. 
Failing to respond to emails from consti-
tuents does not qualify as diligent, nor does 
it promote confidence in how they are 
doing their jobs. If a council member rou-
tinely ignores his constituents’ emails; 
maybe it is time to leave and assign the of-
fice to another elected council member. 

It’s important to vote, but I completely 
understand why people feel like their voice 
doesn’t matter when even their elected city 
councillors don’t bother to reply to an 
email. That is unfair, and is quite frankly 
unacceptable in a world in which email has 
become a standard method of communi-
cation. In the end, addressing the concerns 
of constituents should be the No. 1 priority 
of elected officials.  

Diana Hernandez, 
St. Catherine St. 

Editor’s note: In keeping with our stated 
policy for this final pre-election issue, 

this letter was shown to District 5 
candidate Anitra Bostock. 

Bostock: I respond 
‘to all communication’ 

With all due respect to Ms. Hernandez, 
her claims are unsubstantiated and erron-
eous. 

Since taking my seat at council four 
years ago I have received numerous emails 
and phone calls from Westmount resi-
dents, and to the best of my knowledge 
have responded to all communication di-
rectly addressed to me. In the unlikely 
eventuality that a resident did not receive 
a response, this would have been a case of 
human or technological error as it has 
been my policy since getting elected in 
2017 to respond promptly to residents, no 
matter what the subject. 

I am seeking re-election to council be-
cause I truly care about this community 
and its residents, as do my fellow council-
lors. I believe the record of my achiev-
ements on council over the past four years, 

and my ongoing conversations and email 
interactions with residents from all eight 
Westmount districts, demonstrate my on-
going commitment to our city. 

As such, if elected to a second term my 
top priority will be to address the traffic is-
sues in District 5 that Ms. Hernandez has 
raised in her multiple emails to the city’s 
traffic committee (all of which have been 
answered). 

Anitra. M. Bostock 

Appreciation for Kez 
I am writing to express my appreciation 

for Councillor Kathleen Kez and hope that 
she will be re-elected as she has been a 
great asset to District 8. I have lived in the 
area for many years and have noticed all 
the improvements that have been done 
during her term. 

One example is the electronic crosswalk 
at Clandeboye and Dorchester. As a senior, 
I now feel much safer when I cross there, 
which I often do. I am also happy that the 
terrace at 5 Saisons is indeed a public place 
that everyone can enjoy. There was some 
confusion about that, but Kathleen had a 
sign installed to make it official. And 
people I know who drive have been happy 
with the much-anticipated roadwork done 
on Dorchester. 

Most importantly, Kathleen is always 
readily available to address residents’ needs 
and concerns. She truly has worked hard 
for our district. 

Rosalind Halvorsen, Weredale Park 

Thank you, Kez & council 
I want to thank our council member 

Kathleen Kez for her commitment and 
 effort and presence in our District 8 com-
munity. 

In the last four years, many accomplish-
ments have been realized, including put-
ting new infrastructure under, and re-
building, Clandeboye and Stayner streets; 
the creation of a new splash-pad in Stayner 
Park; the installation of a crosswalk on 
Dorchester; the re-affirmation of the public 
space just north of the 5 Saisons grocery 
store on Greene; strong representation of 
St. Antoine St. residents; progress on Selby 
Park and Prospect Park; helping our 
Greene Ave. merchants; supporting Centre 
Greene etc. 

I know that this much progress is the 
result of teamwork, and so I’m grateful not 
just to Kathleen Kez but also to the other 
members of council and the mayor, of this 
council and earlier councils. 

Thank you, Kathleen Kez and your fel-
low-leaders, for your unrelenting dedica-
tion to the citizens of Westmount. 

Willem Westenberg, Stayner St. 
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Keep the WAG green, alive 
At the meet-the-candidates event last 

Wednesday all candidates appeared un-
equivocal in their support of the need to 
preserve and protect Westmount’s parks 
and green spaces. It was even suggested 
that a committee be established to evaluate 
the environmental impact of all decisions 
affecting the actions of our municipal gov-
ernment.  

How does the concept by certain groups 
concerning the installation of artificial 
“turf” square with these objectives, 
whether this be made from a petroleum 
by-product or from “natural” materials? 

The point is that a living surface is re-
placed by a biologically inert, lifeless one. 
The question of whether fencing would be 
required, restricting access, went un-
answered. As the grounds are perfectly us-
able as is, one must consider cost effective-
ness and maintenance factors as well. Let 
the Westmount Athletic Grounds (WAG) 
continue its long history as a green, alive 
space. 

Michael Hannen, Hallowell St. 

Festooned Greene is green, 
pedestrian friendly 

The letter last week (October 19) sug-
gesting that [city council] forego festooning 
the historic and quaint Greene village by-
way with picnic benches, sunshade um-
brellas, and outdoor restaurant dining 
tables and chairs during the warmer 
months, and instead allow one-way vehicu-
lar traffic to pass more quickly down this 
quiet promenade, is swimming against the 
current movement to promote a more pe-
destrian-friendly city that we all know is al-
ready accommodating too many cars, 
which, by the way, expel six gases, three of 
which are toxic. 

Local readers, I’m sure, are aware more-
over of the huge road digging and under-
ground water pipe replacement road work 
that lasted through the spring and summer 
between Greene and Melville all along de 
Maisonneuve, but has now been com-
pleted in what appears to be record time. 
This project blocked not only sidewalks 
and bike lanes, to which not only drivers 
but pedestrians and bicyclists will attest, 
but streets feeding into de Maisonneuve, 
among those being Greene and Clarke, a 
close neighbour to the west. 

Meanwhile, on the darker side, the pe-
destrian mall-in-progress in the other di-
rection along de Maisonneuve between 
Wood Ave. and Atwater, and which also 
began with deep digging into the under-
ground pipe network, but which construc-
tion workers have been fiddling with since 
well before the pandemic, is still blocked 

off from Atwater west to Wood Ave. 
Does anybody know why this project is 

taking so long? It currently looks as though 
it will still be thriving right through the 
winter, at least.* 

Richard Orlando & Pat Quill, 
Sherbrooke St. 

*Editor’s note: Please see p. 3 for an update 
on the completion date, i.e. November 8. 
– DP. 

Why can’t we actually 
use the bins? 

On my twice-daily walk around West-
mount, I survey many new garbage con-
tainers that are well suited to some mu-
nicipalities but not (sadly) for our citizenry! 

Too often, I see garbage piled on top of 
both garbage and recycling sides [of these 
containers]. Folks find it too much to open 
the swivel tops to put away their trash. 
Sometimes I do the job for them and find 
a variety of items, including doggie poop, 
half-eaten fruit et cetera. 

Westmount has plenty of simple bins 
with weather coverings that work perfectly. 

Boyd Whittall, St. Catherine St. 

Attack of the leaf blowers 
It’s that time of year again: time for 7 

am wake-up calls from leaf blowers, un-
leashed to destroy our environment in the 
name of pristine lawns. 

Ironically, lawns would be much health-
ier if leaves were just left to decompose in 
peace. At the very least, some of the people 
who spend small fortunes on gym mem-
berships and private trainers might think 
about picking up a rake and getting their 
exercise the old-fashioned way. 

Perhaps if Lululemon came out with a 
Leaf Raking Collection, more West-
mounters might hop on the trend. Or, even 
better, why not just let the leaves fall where 
they may and let Mother Nature do its 
thing – in silence. 

Alain Forget, Anwoth Rd. 

Yes, to sidewalks – no 
to ‘parkway design’ 

To limit traffic on de Maisonneuve to 
residents only between Melville and Olivier 
is another of Dan Lambert’s recent re-
quests to city council (see story October 12, 
p. 10). I do not agree. 

I prefer sidewalks to “parkway designs.” 
In my view, they are essential to the safety 
and security of pedestrians – especially 
seniors, who represent 20 to 25 percent of 
Westmount’s citizenry. 

Because of summer construction, side-
walks on both sides of de Maisonneuve be-
tween Melville and Greene were inaccess-
ible. I used this “parkway design” only 

once. Only once. 
It was beyond hazardous as too many 

cyclists – inconsiderate, reckless, entitled 
– narrowly collided with pedestrians (and, 
I report, by inches). 

It is fair to say that one cannot under-
estimate the impact of a collision that a 
speeding bicycle will have on anyone – es-
pecially seniors and children who suddenly 
release themselves from a parent’s grip and 
spontaneously dart off. 

Hospital emergency rooms are not look-
ing for clients. Lives do not have to be 
changed forever. 

Pedestrians on sidewalks. Cyclists on 
bicycle paths. Cars on roads. We can all co-
exist. 

Zeela Kaufman, 
de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

Forget new measures, 
enforce existing ones 
on de Maisonneuve 

I’m the fourth generation of my family 
to live on Western Ave. (now called de Mai-
sonneuve) between Elm and Metcalfe. I 
can recall the empty field in the 1950s that 
the 4300 apartment building now occupies. 
I feel close to this stretch of road and I 
don’t think that it should be tampered with. 

For much of this summer, sidewalks 
were blocked and it was necessary to walk 
in the street. This was in no way more 
pleasant, in fact, there was greater hazard 
of being hit by cyclists and particularly, 
electric scooters and bikes. Any notion of 
COVID safety through additional distanc-
ing when walking outdoors has been 
trashed by science. Limiting access and 
changing traffic flow direction, as pro-
posed, would be confusing to some and 
very inconvenient for access by de Maison-
neuve homeowners, tenants and visitors, 
as well as by the very many daily deliveries 
and emergency vehicle trips. 

As with the poorly thought out Greene 
tables and benches, modifying de Maison-
neuve will not be an improvement. If the 
mayor would like to diminish fear and pre-
vent bodily damage to those walking on de 
Maisonneuve, then perhaps she could see 
to it that the laws regarding stops and 
speeding on de Maisonneuve, between Oli-
vier and Melville are stringently enforced 
by the police, since they are disregarded 
entirely by most cyclists and particularly 
electric bike and scooter users, at great ha-
zard to themselves and pedestrians. 

Stephen Cohen, 
de Maisonneuve Blvd.
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Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 

514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

Police Report 

SWAT arrests burglar connected to multiple Westmount break-ins 
By Martin C. Barry 

A break-in and burglary artist who had 
become a menace since the summer not 
only in Westmount but in other Montreal 
neighbourhoods was finally arrested on 
October 22, says a police official at Station 
12. 

Since August, the suspect had com-
mitted forced entries and burglaries not 
only on Station 12 territory, but also in 
areas overseen by Station 20 (downtown 

Montreal), Station 15 (Ville Émard), Station 
21 (east-central Montreal) and Station 9 
(Côte St. Luc/Montreal West/NDG). 

In all, there were 20 break-ins, said Sta-
tion 12 community relations officer Adal-
bert Pimentel. In the majority, the suspect 
used the same modus operandi: entering a 
back yard and forcing a rear door to gain 
access to a residence or business. 

According to Pimentel, the arrested sus-
pect was an individual who was accosted 
recently by a few alert Westmounters, who 
spotted him as he was casing homes while 
astride a bicycle in several back yards he 
entered. 

A good number of images of the sus-
pect captured by security cameras at sev-
eral locations he broke into helped to posi-
tively identify him, Pimentel added. 

On Station 12’s territory alone (which 
includes the city of Westmount and part of 
downtown Montreal), the suspect had been 
linked by the police to break-ins that took 
place on September 29, October 15 (three 
on this date) and October 16. 

According to the police, the male sus-
pect, age 55, is a city of Montreal resident. 
While Pimentel wouldn’t comment on the 
suspect’s relatively-advanced age for a bur-

glar, he acknowledged, “It wasn’t his first 
time.” 

He said the investigators faced some in-
itial challenges locating the suspect, who 
had no fixed address and had been moving 
for years from one location to another, 
where he lived with friends or acquaint-
ances. 

Because of the nature of the alleged of-
fences, a specialized police department 
unit was mandated to carry out the arrest 
after a warrant was obtained. “Because of 
all the break-ins and so forth, once they 
had the warrant it was actually the SWAT 
team that did the intervention,” Pimentel 
said. 

Ladder used for break-in attempt 

The owners of a home in upper West-
mount between Edgehill and Sunnyside 
avenues became aware there’d been a 
break-in after they returned from a three-
day absence to find the automated garage 
door would no longer open. 

After being away between October 21 to 
24, they found that a ladder had been 
placed up against the house in the back, 
leading up to the second storey. 

After entering the home and going up-

stairs, one of the owners saw that a second-
floor window had been broken. 

The police investigators were able to de-
termine that the ladder didn’t belong to the 
home’s owner. 

“It could have belonged to a neighbour. 
It could have belonged to the suspects,” 
said Pimentel. 

However, what was certain in the end 
was that the perpetrators were unable to 
get in because the window they tried to 
force open wouldn’t give by more than a 
few inches because of a locking device that 
limited its movement. 

BMW stolen, found, lost 

A BMW parked near the corner of Sher-
brooke St. and Grosvenor Ave. from 
around 4 pm October 24 and the morning 
of October 25 was stolen, but couldn’t be 
recovered even after the police initially lo-
cated it. 

According to Pimentel, the police were 
able to log into an on-board location sys-
tem in the vehicle to determine that it was 
parked by the perpetrarors somewhere in 
Montreal’s East End. 

“They found out where it was,” he said. 
“But when a police car went to check a few 
hours later, the car was gone.” 

However, the investigators are hoping 
that images captured by peripheral security 
cameras around the areas where the car 
was initially and then later parked will help 
identify a suspect.

WEEKEND CONSTRUCTION WORK
CORNER OF DE MAISONNEUVE AND STE-CATHERINE

With our commitment to maintaining transparent and ongoing communication 

with residents of NDG and Westmount, Le Groupe Maurice wishes to inform 

you that construction work will still be taking place on weekends.

We are well aware of the inconvenience this may cause and are committed to 

make every effort to keep the disturbances to a minimum during construction.

We once again thank the residents of this area for their collaboration 

and understanding. Le Groupe Maurice welcomes feedback and citizens 

are encouraged to address any comments they 

may have to: info@residenceliz.com 

To learn more about

the LIZ residence legroupemaurice.com/LIZ

Press Release - For immediate distribution

R E S I D E N C E

fisioMOBILE 
Home-based physical therapy 

Physiothérapie à domicile 

for your well-being 
pour votre bien-être 

Filomena Pietrangelo 
Bachelor of Science, Physical Therapy 

OPPQ registered Physiotherapist 

fisiomobile2@gmail.com 
514 839-6058

Mortgage brokers for your Residential 
and Commercial mortgages needs 

Call John Dunford 
514-949-5434

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
to 300 words and submit before Friday 
10 am to be considered for publication 

the following week. 
email us at: 

editor@westmountindependent.com
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DISTRICT 5

Cites possible indoor pool, artificial turf field 

What’s ahead for District 6 and all city: Cllr. Gallery 
By Laureen Sweeney 

District 6 councillor Mary Gallery said 
last week her acclamation to a second term 
on the council means that she can now use 
experience from the past four years to 
build on many projects to benefit the dis-
trict as well as all residents. 

“As we emerge from the pandemic and 
look ahead optimistically, we still have 
much work to do,” she told the Independent. 
“This is why I ran for a second term. I can 
continue to move forward on key files with 
renewed momentum, and preparation. 

“I feel strongly that we need to continue 
exploring the possibility of building an in-
door pool and/or installing an artificial turf 
field. Both of these forward-looking pro-
jects will have a positive impact on our 
community, by attracting new families and 
improving and extending our recreational 
programs.” 

Gallery, who has been commissioner of 
the library, community events and sports 
and recreation, explained that this spring 
will include the installation of a “pump-
track” (an up-and-down circular track for 
cyclists, skateboarders and rollerbladers, see 
July 6, p. 7) possibly in Westmount Park but 

to be decided by the new council. Also on 
the agenda will be the ongoing transforma-
tion of the Urban Planning department and 
revitalization of Westmount Park. 

District 6 consists of the territory be-

tween Melville and the east city limits and 
from Sherbrooke south to de Maisonneuve 
with a “bump out” down to St. Catherine 
that includes the large apartment buildings 
at 250 Clarke and 4300 de Maisonneuve as 
well as another involving the condos at 215 
Redfern. 

District challenges 

Among the direct-impact projects 
within District 6 are the start of compost-
ing in larger apartment buildings, of which 
there are many and “continuing to ensure 
safety and traffic flow around the construc-
tion worksite at École St. Léon. 

“We know that living through construc-
tion is difficult for everyone in the neigh-
bourhood,” she said. “The city plans to con-
tinue working with the school, police, our 
Public Security and our traffic committee 
and Urban Planning department regard-
ing safe drop-off and pick-up points.”  

The work is expected to be completed 
for the start of the 2022 school year, Gallery 
said. 

With many large apartment and condo 
buildings in District 6, “I will focus on the 
completion of the phase 2 composting roll-
out and implement our phases 3 and 4 roll-

out. The latter phase includes buildings of 
100 units or more.” 

Gallery said it is “very important that we 
expand our compost program into our 
larger buildings. We will be collaborating 
with the building managers to give them 
the support they need to make this hap pen.” 

Ongoing projects 

On the broader front, she explained that 
residents in all districts will benefit from 
the re-opening of the Westmount Public 
Library, completion of the greenhouse pro-
ject and the new council being “fiscally re-
sponsible in investing in the upgrading of 
our infrastructure” such as streets, side-
walks and utilities. 

Particular highlights within her com-
missionership in her previous term were 
the creation of the refrigerated rink in 
Westmount Park and the machine groom-
ing of the toboggan run in King George 
(Murray) Park both of which are continu-
ing features for this coming winter. 

The ways in which the council, city and 
community stepped up to respond to the 
COVID crisis “was inspiring,” she said. “I 
am so proud of what we accomplished to-
gether.”

Mary Gallery on November 1. Photo: Independent.  
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DESIGNER HOMEWARE 

NOW OPEN 

1212 GREENE AVE, WESTMOUNT (QC) H3Z 2A3  |  514.846.4040  |  MAISONWESTMOUNT.CA 

FINE FOODS - GIFTS

S16 GALLERY WESTMOUNT 
- GRAND OPENING -

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH  |  5-8PM

1362 GREENE AVE, WESTMOUNT (QC) H3Z 2B1  |  514.934.1362  |  S16GALLERY.COM  
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Many affected trees to be cut down 

Beetle bores into black locust trees in Murray Park 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Users of King George (Murray) Park 
may have noticed large chunks or long 
“slices” of tree bark that have 
fallen from some of the trees. 
In some cases, it may look as 
if the bark had been knocked 
off by vandalism or damage. 

But the reason, in this 
case, turns out to be a borer 
insect that affects the black 
locust trees (also known as 
pseudo acacia). This is “a fast 
growing but not long lived 
tree,” explains landscape 
architect Anna Polspoel, who 
works in the city’s Public 
Works department as a pro-
ject manager. 

“The ones in KGP are af-
fected by a locust borer beetle 
that separates the bark from 
the trunk,” she said last week. 
“The felling of the dead trees 
should take place over the 
course of 2022-2023 with a re-
planting plan of various tree 
species to follow in the same 

years.” 
An assessment of the trees was being 

done last week, she said. “Many are af-
fected and will be cut down. The borer is 

the cause of the mortality.” 
According to information from Natural 

Resources Canada, the megacyllene robiniae 
is a native insect that attacks black locust 

(robinia pseudoacacia). 
“Trees growing in the open (e.g. along 

roadsides) or planted in badly eroded soils 
or in nutrient-deficient soils provide an 

ideal environment for the lo-
cust borer and pave the way 
for subsequent severe at-
tacks,” it states. 

“Drought-weakened trees 
are especially subject to at-
tack. Injury is caused by the 
larvae mining in the inner 
bark and sapwood, and later 
burrowing into the solid 
wood.” 

The insect, a longhorn 
beetle, lays its eggs into the 
bark, which mature by mid-
August and transform into 
pupae at the end of their tun-
nels, the information ex-
plains. These become active 
again in the spring and bore 
deeper into the tree trunk as 
development progresses.

◀ Some of Murray Park’s trees 
on November 1. 

Photos: Independent.
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The finest retirement lifestyle 
is available at... 

Westmount’s 
Good living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate 

comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs 

24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES. 

4430 St. Catherine West 

514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com 
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

Trees, branches fall in heavy winds 

By Laureen Sweeney 

High wind on several days last week 
brought down branches and trees, keeping 
Public Works and tree crews busy, Public 
Security officials report. 

Among many incidents was the fall of 
a large tree October 27 at 4865 de Maison-
neuve across from the Château West-
mount long-term care residence near the 
corner of Victoria. A parked car had its sun 
roof and windows broken as well as other 
damage. A city lamp post was also dam-
aged. 

Officers were called at 10:27 am and 
special tree contractors were immediately 
called in. The tree was reported down at 
12:27 pm. 

Another tree had to be taken down in 
King George (Murray) Park after a woman 
at the dog run heard it “crack” around 8:14 
am. 

No injuries were reported in either of 
these two incidents. 

On the same day at 8:38 am, a branch 
was reported hanging over a house and the 
public stairs at 157 Edgehill. As public safe -
ty officers attended, they saw the branch 
fall onto the roof, requiring a large crane 
to remove it.

de Maisonneuve west of Victoria on October 27. Photo courtesy of Nick Vriniotis.
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326 DUNDAS STREET WEST  TORONTO  ONTARIO

RSVP@COWLEYABBOTT.CA    1.866.931.8415

FREE ART VALUATIONS
Tuesday November 9th &

Wednesday November 10th

Jean Paul Riopelle, Sans titre (circa 1959)
Auction Estimate: $300,000 - $500,000

Included in our upcoming Fall Live Auction of Important Canadian Art
November 22nd, 2021

Visit our newly located law offices in the heart of Westmount Village

CIVIL LAW 
CRIMINAL LAW 
REAL ESTATE LAW 
IMMIGRATION LAW

CONTACT US 
(514) 788-8860 

EMERGENCY: (514) 831-8886 
4920 De Maisonneuve Blvd W, suite 208 

feldman@feldman.team

Manoir Westmount receives 
medal from province 

Front row, from left, Mayor Christina Smith, Naomi Cohen, Gina D’Angelo, Susan Buscemi and 
Jennifer Maccarone. 

By Heather Black 

Jennifer Maccarone, provincial legisla-
tor for Westmount-St. Louis, presented 
Gina D’Angelo, manager of Manoir West-
mount, with the Medal of the National As-
sembly on October 15. 

Awarded during a lunchtime ceremony 
attended by residents, the medal is a rec-
ognition of the dedication demonstrated 
by Manoir management and staff to resi-
dent care throughout the pandemic. 

Introduced by Simona Buth, leisure de-
partment supervisor, Maccarone thanked 
management and staff and for their cour-
age, dedication, humility, sacrifice, hu-
manity, bravery and love. 

Unlike many facilities for seniors, there 
was only one COVID case and – as that 
person was immediately isolated – no 

other incidents and no deaths. Maccarone 
said: “The Manoir is the gold standard for 
caring for residents. No losses, that was ex-
ceptional.” 

On accepting the award, D’Angelo ac-
knowledged the efforts of the previous 
manager, Tom Thompson, in containing 
the pandemic in 2020. 

Rotary Club of Westmount president, 
Susan Buscemi, also thanked Manoir 
Westmount’s management and staff as 
well as “the good grace of all the residents 
in the face of all the measures that had to 
be taken.” The club built the Manoir and 
members continue to serve on its board. 

Mayor Christina Smith, who also at-
tended the event, said: “The Manoir shone 
and excelled in the protection of their sen-
iors.”
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Westmount rentals  
available now

contact us to  
schedule your visit
+1-514-525-8777
montreal@akelius.ca
akeliusmontreal.ca

4800 de Maisonneuve, Westmount Estates
renovated apartments

one-bedroom for $1715
two-bedroom for $1985
three-bedroom for $2550
 
4557 Sherbrooke, The Amabassador
newly built better living apartment

three-bedroom for $3900
 
10 Rosemount Avenue
non-renovated apartments

one-bedroom for $1215
three-bedroom for $2455 

All rents include kitchen appliances, heating and hot water.
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‘Boom’! Greene panel is back 

As promised by the provincial ministry of Transport (MTQ) last week (p. 10), the boom or panel 
warning northbound trucks about the height of the Greene Ave. rail bridge is back, as seen October 
27. It is located between St. Antoine and Dorchester. Photo courtesy of Marjorie Griffin. 



Château Westmount receives medal from province 
By Ralph Thompson 

Jennifer Maccarone, prov-
incial legislator for West-
mount-St. Louis was at Châ-
teau Westmount October 22 
to present an award to the 
private, non-commercial 
residential and long-term 
care centre (CHSLD) for “…
crisis, trauma, unusual cir-
cumstances, unimaginable 
demands, strains on mental 
health, physical health, es-
pecially for those who care 
for seniors day in and day 
out,” said Maccarone. 

Referring to the staff, she 
went on to say: “You put 
your lives on the line every 
day.… The daily efforts you 
made throughout the pan-
demic – the dedication, com-
passion, the kindness, perse-
verance, the time away from 
your own families – it hasn’t gone un -
noticed.… I’m proud to be presenting you, 
the staff at Château Westmount, the medal 
of the National Assembly of Quebec. It’s 
the highest honour that can be awarded by 
a member of the National Assembly.” 

Maccarone presented the medal to Zara 
Pilian, general manager of the facility, who 
then went on to give an emotional presen-
tation about their experiences over the past 
18 months. She thanked Maccarone for the 
award and for her support. 

Pilian and the next speaker, Yves Vince-
lette, clinical consultant at Château West-
mount, both talked about how all the staff 
were incredible, extraordinary and unwa-
vering in their efforts during the pan-
demic. Although no residents were af-
fected during the first wave, a number 
were impacted subsequently. 

Pilian requested a few moments silence 
for the victims and their families. 

Hassan Lari, president of the Château 
Westmount users’ committee, was the 
final speaker. Clearly an upbeat spirit 
among residents, he talked about the pro-

fessional response and precautions taken 
by all the staff, giving special mention to 
the kitchen staff, who prepared “a special 
treat” occasionally: “delicious fancy des-
serts.” 

The maintenance personnel made sure 
visiting areas were cleaned inside and out, 
and the activity staff brought their offer-
ings to each floor. He praised administra-
tion members, who quickly established 
Zoom facilities and rolled up their sleeves 
to help clean residents’ rooms. 

Maccarone personally requested the 
awards be given to the following five long-
term care facilities in her riding: St. Mar-
garet Residential Centre, Manoir West-
mount, Place Kensington, the Montreal 
Chinese Hospital and Château West-
mount.
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You are in good hands

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

AESTHETIC MEDICINE 
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENTS 
(No medical referral required) 

Plan your visit today 
514 342.8346

Dr. John P. Rowen 
Phlebology 

Aesthetic medicine

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount 
www.xomed.ca  |  info@xomed.ca

Hassan Lari, president of the Château Westmount users’ committee with Jennifer Maccarone, prov-
incial legislator for Westmount-St. Louis (centre) and Zara Pilian, general manager of Château 
Westmount.
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Get tested, even  
if you’ve been vaccinated.

If you’ve been exposed to COVID-19

or you have COVID-like 
symptoms such as:

Fever Cough Loss of smell 
or taste

Follow self-isolation 
guidelines and get tested.

Québec.ca/testCOVID19

Let’s continue to protect ourselves.
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Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

LAURENTIANS – WENTWORTH 
NORTH: 1375A rue René 
This is an opportunity...over 18 acres on what is 
reputed to be the most beautiful lake in the 
Laurentians... Lake Wentworth! Have your private 
domain as you build the house of your dreams!! or 
build 4 - 6 homes for your family and friends or sell 
them..you have several different options. Unlimited 
electricity at entrance to your land. Carpe diem! 
$599,000 Centris No. 18532348

CALL ME for a personalized caring transaction

TERRY EVANS 
514 933-6077

Groupe Sutton 
Centre-Ouest Inc. 

Real Estate Agency 
245 Victoria Ave, Suite 20 

514-933-5800

LOCATION!  LOCATION!  NEGOTIATION!

Roslyn Ave: Gracious family home ideal 
for entertaining, high ceilings, lead windows, 
fireplaces, wood floors. Magnificent renovated 
kitchen opens to sundeck, fenced garden, 
and garage. 4 bedrooms, 3½ baths, private 
entrance to basement apt. ideal for inter -
generational use, home office or revenue. 
$1,750,000 centris#22051400 

200 Lansdowne: Bright spacious condo in 
secure dog friendly bldg. 24H doorman, indoor 
garage, pool, gym. Private south facing balcony. 
Sunny large master bedroom with ensuite bath 
shower, tub and walk-in closet. Powder room, 
laundry area, and office. Open plan living 
and dining area. Don’t miss!

Opportunity to own fabulous property near Victoria Village. Walk 
to shops, Westmount Park, Metro, Library, YMCA, Schools, bike path.

SOLD

May: Modest volume – record average mark-up 

Note: The following article relates to the reg-
istration of deeds of sale for Westmount prop-
erty in May 2021, gleaned from non-city 
sources. A list of sales can be found on p. 23. 

The average price of Westmount houses 

continued to move upward last May, in a 
list of sales smaller than experienced in 
April, but with higher prices, and the aver-
age mark-up over valuation reached its 
highest level since the 2020 valuation roll 
came into force. 

Nine residential sales were registered 
in May, down from 14 in April, but prices 
ranged from $1,225,000 to $3,890,000, up 
from the $1,175,000-$3,025,000 range re-

corded in April. 
The highest price involved a detached 

stone house at 52 St. Sulpice Rd. near 
Westmount’s eastern border, which at 
$3,890,000 sold for more than 2.5 times its 
previous sale price back in 2007. It turns 
out the buyers also happened to sell the lo-
west-priced house in May, for $1,225,000; 
in both cases, the houses sold for well 
above May’s average 38 percent mark-up 

on municipal valuation., 
The highest mark-up was 70.2 percent 

for 34 Holton Ave., a semi-detached house 
close to Wood Ave. which sold for 
$2,110,000, up 20 percent from what its 
owners had purchased it for two years ear-
lier. The lowest mark-up – a mere one per-
cent – involved another near by house, 3999 
Montrose Ave., which was 
in fact the second-highest 

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

116 Lewis, lowest price, $1,225,000, on October 27. 34 Holton, biggest mark-up, 70.2 percent, on October 27.

continued on p. 25
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Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in May 2021 
Address                                                    Vendor                                                                                                                           Price                         2020 Val                       Ratio (%) 

1120 Greene                                              Hans Eric Dedekam                                                                                               $1,325,000                         $967,600                              36.9% 

34 Holton                                                  Parker Donaldson                                                                                                   $2,110,000                      $1,239,800                              70.2% 

116 Lewis                                                   Elizabeth Gomery & Stefan Fews                                                                          $1,225,000                         $779,000                              57.3% 

3999 Montrose                                          Marjorie Jill McConnell Price                                                                                 $2,600,000                      $2,568,800                                1.2% 

364 Olivier                                                 estate Winifred Scott Whittier                                                                                $1,850,000                      $1,439,600                              28.5% 

52 St. Sulpice                                             Brett Miller & Ioanna Vondjidis                                                                             $3,890,000                      $2,626,700                              48.1% 

32 Somerville                                             Monte Perlman & Randi Gilbert                                                                            $1,938,500                      $1,500,000                              29.2% 

28 Thornhill                                               Marc André Lefebvre & Caroline Blouin                                                                $2,135,000                      $1,313,300                              62.6% 

572 Victoria                                               Eric Johnston & Irene Bucheli                                                                                $1,640,000                      $1,139,300                              43.9% 

CONDOMINIUMS 

4210 de Maisonneuve #3                         4371724 Canada (Anita Dhani, pres.)                                                                   $1,090,000                         $903,700                              20.6% 

200 Lansdowne #405                                Johanna Laurentina Mechielsen                                                                               $915,000                         $665,900                              37.4% 

3161 St. Antoine                                        Johanne Pothel                                                                                                          $460,600                         $400,000                              15.2% 

4700 St. Catherine #605                           Denis Gregory O’Brien & Susan Catherine Wood                                                $1,725,000                      $1,157,000                              49.1% 

4700 St. Catherine #707                           David Fraenkel                                                                                                           $930,000                         $619,500                              50.1% 

1 Wood #609 (PH9)                                 Claudette Couture-Laurin                                                                                       $2,050,000                     $1,486,000¹                              38.0% 

¹Valuation is a combination of $1,474,600 for the apartment and one garage, $11,400 for an extra locker space.
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Bruckner | Dvo k | Brahms

8 November 7:30 p.m.

Sponsored by

Salle Bourgie, MMFA

FESTIVALMONTREAL.ORG 

Come Re-LIVE your passion for music!

Esti Jedeikin 
514.594.7701 

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible pour répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W

New list detailed for Goode House preservation 

City sets aside $100k to offset cost of heritage studies 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Updating and restorations may not 
come cheap for older Westmount houses 
but this is especially so for one whose in-
terior is cited by the city for heritage pro-
tection. 

In this regard, two by-laws were recently 
adopted specifically aimed at the interior 
of Goode House. 

One, By-law 1579 adopted on October 4, 
covers the cost of certain required heritage 
studies by professionals up to $100,000 for 
the year up to December 1, 2022. 

Another, By-law 1580 adopted October 
7, amends a list of features in By-law 1552 
to be conserved in renovation work at the 
Goode House. 

First in Quebec 

This distinctive house at 178 Côte St. 
Antoine is also the first in Quebec to have 
its interior recognized for its heritage, 
though its exterior has been protected for 
some time by the city as a Category I* 
property (see story July 7, 2020, p. 8). 

The two new by-laws work hand in 
hand since heritage studies had already 
been required for the Goode House before 

its interior designation, Councillor Cynthia 
Lulham explained on their adoption as the 
council’s representative on the city’s Local 
Heritage Council. 

In establishing a financial assistance 
program, By-law 1579 aims to support 
owners of Westmount heritage buildings 
involved in carrying out required heritage 
studies, assessment reports or technical 
audits of physical interventions by a pro-
fessional. 

Six features to be preserved 

On the other hand, By-law 1580 lists six 
heritage features at the Goode House to be 
restored to their original condition when-
ever possible. 

This results from some enforcement is-
sues being raised by the owner of the 
Goode House, the city administration and 
council that required additional criteria, 
the by-law explains. 

Among them are the location of the 
original staircase between the ground floor 
and the bedroom floor, its dimensions, 
decorative motifs, materials, and finishes, 
including balusters that are to be preserved 
or restored to their original condition. 

Another is the original plaster moldings 

and woodwork, which are to be “preserved 
or faithfully reproduced. All new mould-
ings and woodwork in the original building 
must respect the hierarchy and style of the 
original components.” 

As well, the original interior doors and 
interior window shutters are to be pre-
served or restored to their original condi-
tion. 

“A new door inside the original building 
must have similar characteristics in order 
to preserve the coherence of the original 
interior,” the by-law states. 

Fireplaces are also covered such that 
“any intervention to the fireplaces and their 
chimneys allows their functions to be 
maintained while adapting these functions 
to modern safety and performance require-
ments while preserving as much as poss-
ible their decorative elements.” 

Any intervention to the softwood floor 
is aimed to preserve its original character 
or, failing this, “is ideally reversible (var-
nish, paint, covering, etc.).” 

And last of the six is the cast iron radi-
ator covers, which are to be preserved and 
any intervention to the heating system is 
to be realized in accordance with the style 
of these radiator covers.
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price of the month, $2,600,000. 
The 38-percent average mark-up follows 

the April average of 35 percent; both were 
far higher than the previous high mark-up, 
in March of 2020, when nine sales sold for 
an average just under 27 percent. 

The next valuation roll (2023) will be 
based on the market conditions of July 1, 
2021, so it looks like Westmount home-
owners had better brace themselves for 
another strong hike in tax assessments 
(though this does not always translate into 

a tax increase). 

Condos 

Condominiums increased in popularity 
in May, after only two sales were registered 
in April. Another six condo sales in May 
brought the total for the second quarter of 
the year to eight, with an average price of 
$1,221,325, the highest quarterly average 
(pending the June sales) since a powerful 
$1,402,500 was registered in the fourth 

quarter of 2018. 
In fact, the two April sales (see October 

5, p. 22) formed the book-ends for the sec-
ond quarter of 2021 so far with a range 
from $400,000 to $2,200,000; all the May 
sales ranged between those two. 

The average mark-up for the quarter so 
far is 29.1 percent, lower than the average 
for the May residential sales but in line 
with the overall residential average for 
2021, at 26 percent.

Dodge on May real estate, cont’d from p. 22

52 St. Sulpice, highest price, $3,890,000, on October 27. 3999 Montrose, lowest mark-up, 1.2 percent, on October 27.
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WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

We do restoration of: 
� Sterling � Silverware 

� Door Hardware 
� Antique objects & more 

Repair your valuables. Quality work. 
Polishing, Plating & Protection. 

ART & MÉTAUX 
514-495-1258 

Visit our website for full details: 
artetmetaux.com

SILVERSMITH

REPAIR & 
MAINTENANCE

Here today, gone tomorrow 

Last week, we wrote (p. SL-10) the following caption for a photo: “314-316 Lansdowne on October 25, still standing even though the city has allowed its demolition.” The very next day, the house was 
taken down! Photo contributor Marc Dagenais calls the photo at bottom left “King of the Castle.” Top row photos: Independent, bottom left courtesy of M. Dagenais, bottom right courtesy of Patrick Martin. 



Westmount’s war hospital 
By Donald V. Macdougall 

After World War II was declared in Sep-
tember 1939, Westmount soon became the 
site of the Royal Canadian Army Medical 
Corps No. 14 Canadian General Hospital, 
a 1,200-bed unit that was activated in June 
1940 in Montreal at the Westmount Ath-
letic Grounds. 

During the war, the athletic grounds ad-
jacent to present-day Westmount High 

School between Hallowell and Hillside 
were turned over to the military for use as 
barracks and a militia training centre. 

The grounds and MAAA clubhouse, 
since demolished to make room for the 
current Westmount High building, were 
used for reviewing areas, offices and long 
rows of wooden barracks for troops. 

Some 600 bunks were stacked inside 
the clubhouse. Extra kitchens and toilet 
 facilities were added and the area was de-

clared off limits to all but authorized per-
sonnel. 

These preparations for active duty had 
been quietly going forward, following a se-
cret mobilization order dated July 18, 1939. 

Departure for Europe 

It wasn’t until June 1941 that the unit left 
Montreal for Halifax by train and across the 
Atlantic on board the Stirling Castle. 

Before No. 14 Canadian General Hospi-
tal returned to Canada from Italy at the end 
of the war, the unit had a commemorative 
plate made in Perugia, its last posting. Il-
lustrated by artist Major Jules Gosselin, it 
depicts the unit’s journey from Westmount 
to Perugia and four of the major battles 

they supported. (See p. 1 for photo.) 
One of the plates survives in the family 

of Richard Ernest (Dick) Hardy, who was 
a quarter master sergeant with the Royal 
Canadian Army Medical Corps and was 
posted to No. 14 Canadian General Hospi-
tal in Westmount. 

His two great-granddaughters are now 
students at Roslyn Elementary School. 
Copyright © 2021 by Donald V. Macdougall. No part of this 
article may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever 
without the prior written permission of the author, except in 
the cases of brief quotations embodied in reviews. donvmac
@gmail.com (Macdougall is Richard Hardy’s son-in-law). 
Used by the Westmount Independent with permission. Further 
information can be found in: Madeline Shavalier’s article 
“Nursing Memories” (Legion Magazine November 1, 2003) 
and Aline Gubbay’s book A View of Their Own – The Story of 
Westmount (1998) p. 88 & 113.
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Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps No. 14 Canadian General Hospital poses on the Westmount Athletic Grounds’ viewing stands in 1941. The stands were demolished in 1961 when the Protestant 
School Board of Greater Montreal constructed the new Westmount High School. The two men in light uniforms are Sergeant Majors Richard Hardy (left) and Wally Plumpton (right). 

Photo courtesy of the Hardy family collection.

On June 19, 1941, No. 14 Canadian General Hospital mobilized at Montreal’s Bonaventure Station 
for departure to Europe. Photo courtesy of the Hardy family collection.

The great granddaughters of Richard (“Dick”) Hardy, Bella and Zoe, attend Roslyn Elementary 
School.



City’s Remembrance Day service Nov. 6 

Historic uniforms to be unveiled with restored cannon 
By Laureen Sweeney 

When Westmount’s annual Remem-
brance Day cenotaph service takes place 
Saturday, November 6, at 11 am, historically 
replicated artillery dress uniforms will be 
unveiled by “re-enactment” volunteers dis-
playing the city’s restored 1810 cannon that 
once stood in Westmount Park. 

The 12-pounder cannon will be brought 
to the service by a two-year-old volunteer 
group of military members, veterans and 
cadets involved in the Westmount Battery, 
which takes its name from an artillery bat-
tery based in Westmount during World 
Wars I and II. 

“This is the first time that the meticu-
lously created uniforms will be presented 
publicly,” said former city councillor Pa-
trick Martin, who has spearheaded the can-
non restoration project along with Charles 
de Kovachich, former honorary colonel of 
the 2nd Field Regiment, Royal Canadian 
Artillery. This regiment is now stationed 
just outside Westmount on Côte des 
Neiges Rd. opposite Belvedere. 

Every component of the uniforms had 
to be specially made or created to conform 
to the dress – or ceremonial – uniforms 

worn by the Canadian artillery militia dat-
ing from the 1860s when the 12-pounder 
cannon would have been in use for cer-
emonial purposes, Martin said. The West-
mount pair have been described by the 
Royal Artillery as of the type continually in 
service with the British crown from 1750 
to 1860. 

These uniform features include the 
brass buttons obtained from England, the 
white pith helmets with their spike, intri-
cate gold braid and epaulettes. 

The Westmount cannon are believed to 
be the ones, or similar to those, fired by 
the artillery June 21, 1897 to mark the Dia-
mond Jubilee of Queen Victoria’s reign. 
This took place in open ground in front of 
St. George’s Snowshoe Club at the top of 
Aberdeen (see photo, September 29, 2015, 
p. 17). This is the current location of St. 
George’s Elementary School. 

Unique pair 

Removed from service as obsolete, this 
pair of cannon’s sequential identification 

markings showed they had been together 
for more than 210 years, Martin said. Be-
lieved to be the only ones remaining to-
gether, they were donated to Westmount 
by the Sons of England, Westmount Lodge. 

They were installed in the park in 1899 
where many children played on them until 
removed in 2006 for refurbishment due to 
rotting wooden wheels and gun carriages. 
This led to the start of their restoration in-
stigated by then city councillor George 
Bowser (see April 1, 2009, p. 3). 

Despite several delays, this process was 
continued by Martin as public works com-
missioner and then as a private citizen 
after his retirement from the council in 
2017 (see September 3, 2019, p. 8). 

While all Westmount Battery members 
are certified to fire the restored 1810 can-
non for ceremonial purposes, he said, this 
will not take place November 6 because of 
the confined built-up city environment. 

Further information can be by contact-
ing westmountbattery@gmail.com. 

See photo on p. 1.
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Mortgage brokers for your Residential 
and Commercial mortgages needs 

Call John Dunford 
514-949-5434

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX 
Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST 
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario 

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation, 
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP) 

514 503-7719 
info@hkltax.com 

https://hkltax.com 
1434 Sainte-Catherine West 
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

2-Bedroom, 2.5 Bathrooms, 
2-Car Garage, Private Roo op 
Terrasse, Luxury Finishings 

Heidi Berger – Owner 

514.704.0741 
heidiberger2004@yahoo.com

PENTHOUSE FOR RENT

Westmount Living at its nest

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke St. W.

(at Claremont Ave.)

HAIR
CUTS

FOR MEN
& KIDS

‘Guess the Giller’ becomes city’s first 
post COVID event to feature refreshments 

A wine-and-cheese component of the city’s “Guess the Giller” meeting No-
vember 6 at 7 pm will be the first time after pandemic restrictions that the 
city will provide refreshments at an event, according to Westmount librarian 
Daniel Miguez de Luca. It is also the first time since COVID that “Guess the 
Giller” will take place in person at Victoria Hall. 

Writer Shelley Pomerance and library staff will discuss the books that have 
been shortlisted for the Scotiabank Giller Prize, Canada’s largest literary prize. 

They are: What Strange Paradise by Omar El Akkad, Glorious Frazzled Beings 
by Angélique Lalonde, The Son of The House by Cheluchi Onyemelukwe-Onuo-
bia, The Listeners by Jordan Tannahill and Fight Night by Miriam Toews. 

Registration is required at guess-the-giller.eventbrite.ca along with vacci-
nation passports.



Brave Eiley 

Some types of circumstances in a rescue 
always make my blood boil. I am just furi-
ous and I am certain you will be too. 

Eiley was kicked out of a car and left on 
a road to fend for herself. They just drove 
off… Poor Eiley was picked up by a kind 
passer-by and was driven to safety. 

Never looking back, our brave girlie is 
now in foster care for the grassroots vol-
unteer organization Gerdy’s Rescues & 
Adoptions. She is moving forward in life 
with them for adoption in order to take her 
place in a loving, and, yes, safe family en-

vironment. 
A bit over a year old, she is so loving and 

playful. Also the cutest black-and-white 
youngster, with her little freckles and warm 
brown eyes that show her interest in com-
panionship. She will be at her happiest and 
grow confidently in a family with an active 
lifestyle, playing in the house or in the 
fenced backyard, walking and fetching as 
well. 

Eiley is very healthy, up to date with her 
vaccinations, spayed and microchipped. 
You can find out more about adorable Eiley 
and have a peek at the photograph album 
of her by referring to the rescue’s informa-
tion page for her adoption on their website 
www.gerdysrescue.org and contacting 
them at their email info@gerdysrescue.
org. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Demolition Application 

The City of Westmount has received an application for a demolition permit, 1.
and for a preliminary program for the immovable located at 45 Summit 
Crescent; 

A public sitting of the Demolition Committee will take place on December 9, 2.
2021 at 4:00 p.m. and will be broadcasted live on the City’s website: 
https://westmount.org/demolition-committee 

The legal notice relating to the foregoing is available at: https://westmount.
org/en/resident-zone/legal-services-city-clerks-office/public-notices/

www.westmount.org

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Snow Shovelling & Yard Work 

Snow shovelling, raking leaves, yard & garden cleanup, adding 
mulch. Text/Message Vince at 514-294-5562. 

Seeking Rental 

In search of coach house, unfurnished, with parking for retired 
lady with small poodle, near to Sherbrooke St .514 833 4410. 

Found 

On October 21, a gold necklace near Prince Albert & Sherbrooke, 
now in the hands of Public Security. 

Service for Seniors 

Concierge service for seniors in Westmount. We are here for 
you day or night to assist you with anything you may need, be it 
repairs, shopping, home organizing or deliveries. Many years 
of experience and references available. 438-935-3464. 

Gratitude 

Thank you St. Jude for favours granted.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Election pamphlets 
stolen with car 
on Melville 
By Laureen Sweeney 

When Matt Aronson of Melville 
Ave. discovered his car had been 
stolen from in front of his house over-
night October 26-27, his great dismay 
was losing what was in the trunk: the 
flyers he had yet to distribute in his 
election campaign as a candidate in 
District 7. 

“It’s a shame because I’ve lost a day 
to hand them out door to door plus I 
don’t yet know whether the cost of re-
printing them will be an allowable 
campaign expense,” he said. If not, 
he’ll have to cut costs elsewhere. 

He said he had reported the theft 
of the insured Honda CRV to police 
and he recalled reading in the Indepen-
dent a few weeks ago that a similar 
model had also been taken from close 
by. “So I hope other residents who 
may have a car like mine will be es-
pecially vigilant.”

Paolo love 

One look at Paolo and it’s love. He is 
such a delight, yes a most curious, affec-
tionate and interactive young fellow. Stun-
ning with his long black and white fur, 
 contrasting with his huge light green eyes. 
He is so cuddly, a caring companion who 
will join in the family routine very easily. 
Paolo is in foster care for the grassroots 
volunteer animal rescue group Gerdy’s 
Rescues & Adoptions. He is a year and a 
half old, very healthy, up to date with his 
inoculations, neutered and microchipped. 
You can find out more about Paolo by con-
tacting the volunteers at Gerdy’s Rescues 
& Adoptions at their email info@gerdys
rescue.org. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler



St. Margaret’s awarded medal by the province 
The St. Margaret Residential Centre, 

 located on Hillside behind Westmount 
High, was awarded the Medal of the 
 National Assembly October 22. Provincial 
legislator for Westmount-St. Louis Jennifer 
Maccarone visited to present the honour. 

“It is rare that this award is offered to 
organizations,” CIUSSS West-Central 
Montreal’s spokesman Barry Morgan in-
formed the Independent via email after-
wards. 

“Your dedication, your caring, your 
courage and the love that you offer your 
residents – our seniors – is remarkable,”‘ 
said Maccarone. “All the work that you did 
throughout the pandemic has not gone un-
noticed. The work that you do today and 
that you continue to do is essential.” 

Barbra Gold, director of the CIUSSS’s 
support program for the autonomy of sen-
iors, thanked her, adding “To our team at 
St. Margaret Residential Centre – and to 
our ‘guardian angels’ across CIUSSS West-
Central – thank you for all that you do. 
Your untold hours, dedication, compassion 
and kindness does not go unrecognized. 
A well-deserved award!”
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Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

Provincial legislator for Westmount-St. Louis Jennifer Maccarone, centre, presenting the Medal of 
the National Assembly to St. Margaret’s nurse Maryam Gharamani. 

Photo courtesy of CIUSSS West-Central Montreal.



32 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – November 2, 2021

�

�

�
�
�

�

L

�

�

�����	��	���
������
�� ��

�������

��
������

�

�

d

�

�

�

�

�
��
�

�
�
��
�

%
�

)

�
-
0

�

�

���
���
���
������

���������23���

��4�%
�'
�*����
���� !�����

���(��5��"������
��#���$������$�		�
�

	�����6����%
����
�����

������������
&'��
�(
)'���*��������������

��+'���,'������'"
-./��+"���� ./��+"
0�*
"

���1��!�!�

�

�

ouy

Lea
the

�

�

eu tak k

ad
 path

�

�

e
h

�

�

ououyy
�

�

eeu taku tak
�

�

ee.
�

�

�

�

��������	�
���
�����
��
������
��
�
������7
���
��������
8�
���
��
�
� ����� 9�� ���������


������������

�������������������

	�����

�����:���;<�=�>�,�!��
��4�%
�'
��*������

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Sports & Social Column 

Westmounters win big at Lake of Two Mountains Hunt trials 
The Lake of Two Mountains Hunt, a 

registered no-kill, drag “fox” hunt, held its 
trials in Glen Robertson, Ontario on the 
occasion of its 75th birthday, field secretary 
and former Westmount city councillor 
Nicolas Matossian told the Independent Oc-
tober 25. Riders had come from Quebec 
and Ontario to enjoy the course set up 
“beautifully” by Christine Allard, master 
of the foxhounds. 

“It was a splendid spectacle of horse 
and rider with the mounts shiny and 
braided and raring to go, and 
the Hunt riders in their scarlet 
coats, and all other riders in their 
formal and best equestrian com-
petition attire,” said Matossian. 

“The atmosphere was com-
petitive and cordial with the sen-
ior, junior and open events heavily 
attended, and staggered in rapid 
succession,” for a total of 45 
riders competing in 11 events. 

Allard, while also busy run-
ning the show, led by example 
and went on to earn two first 
places. The Hunt’s junior con-
tingent swept its events. 

Notably, Westmounter Elisa-
beth Molson, a 10-year-old ECS 

student, rode away with the Ross Trophy 
for junior hunters, outperforming 15 of 
her competitors. 

It was a particularly rewarding day for 
Elisabeth’s mother, Christine Kivenko 
 Molson, a long time member who was 
awarded her Hunt colours, and grand-
mother, Candice Kivenko, who had come 
out for a day’s outing and picnic, and re-
ceived her own award for the best laid out 
picnic table at the event. 

“The Lake of Two Mountains Hunt has 

always had an important membership 
from Westmount, starting from its incep-
tion and continuing to make a solid con-
tribution to the Hunt’s development,” re-
lated Matossian. 

Among others, present were West-
mounters Eric and Linda Lenczner, Peter 
and Paula Gillett, their daughter Alwyn 
with husband William Tretiak, and their 
daughter, Lucy Tretiak, who won two blue 
ribbons. 

Matossian himself won major trophies 

in the scheduled events, starting with the 
Angus Memorial. 

“It was particularly rewarding to win the 
Julien Allard Senior Hunt Trophy,” shared 
Matossian, “He was my Hunt mentor, role 
model and fellow rider for countless hunts. 
He always brought out the best aspects of 
a hunt and the excitement of its often un-
expected evolution.” 

Matossian was particularly proud of the 
Hunt’s work with younger riders, “the in-
terest in the sport is growing as young 

riders find a new outlet for their 
skills and look to a challenge 
outside the riding ring.” 

In this spirit, the Hunt has 
instituted a junior certification 
program, complete with financial 
aid, which is awarded each year 
to riders who have achieved com-
petence in horsemanship, riding 
skills and horse management, 
knowledge of hunting rules and 
etiquette, safety, field first aid 
and Hunt history, and completed 
five actual hunts. It recently grad-
uated 15 junior hunters. 

“Tally ho,” concluded Matos-
sian.

Elisabeth Molson. Nicolas Matossian on Cruiser.



Global Pet Foods gets local at former Clifford’s site 

Clifford’s grocery store, a neighbour-
hood institution, sat empty for three years 
after closing. Today, the 2,400-square-foot 
space looks fabulous with new floors and 
ventilation. 

“I saw the space and loved it,” explained 
Elia Akkouche, proprietor of Pitou Minou 
& Compagnons Global Pet Foods. Owner 
of two dogs, a German pointer (“Jambon”) 
and an Italian greyhound (“Crevette”), he 
loved Global Foods products so much he 
went into business with his own store. 

And what a store it is. Leashes are avail-
able in the same trendy colours as fashion 
collections. Fuchsia, tennis ball chartreuse 
and acid green are customer favourites as 
well as the “print collection, which in-
cludes a mini-beige plaid and sushi 
images.” 

And then there are the garments. Well, 
really just great clothing for cold days and 
dog-friendly chest harnesses to replace 
those awful neck collars. 

Toys and accessories abound. There is 
even a cuddly tent that a small dog or cat 
would love to make their home. 

“Our food products contain no by-prod-
ucts – no corn or soy – just healthy grains. 
We also carry raw frozen foods, which are 
very healthy for animals. We support local 

industries and buy local produce when we 
can.” 

A fun neighbourhood note? One of his 
suppliers went to Westmount High. Be-

cause Elia spent many years working in the 
airline industry, not only does he “under-
stand customer service,” but he has been 
giving animal transport advice to his 
clients as well as selling the crates. 

“I had planned a grooming service but 
as I simply could not find any dog groom -
ers, I have switched to renting that space. 
There is a bath, dryer and shampoo. No 
back aches from bath-tub bending,” he 
laughs. 

“We cater to dogs, cats and rodents. We 
are actually the only shop in Westmount 
for rodent supplies. And what has been 
very helpful for pet owners is the free park-
ing right beside my store. And, of course, 
we deliver.” 

He has affiliated with Global Canada, 
whose shops across Canada mean purchas-
ing power and “therefore good prices for 
my customers. We have a frequent buyer 
program for animal food, and we take air 
miles.” 

Pitou Minou & Compagnons Global 
Pet Foods Westmount 

4498 St. Catherine St. 
Monday to Wednesday 9:30 am 

to 6:30 pm 
Thursday & Friday 9:30 am to 8 pm 
Saturday & Sunday 9 am to 5 pm
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Retail Review 

Veronica Redgrave
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18k white and yellow gold
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Residential | Commercial 
• Free estimate 

• 24-hr monitoring 
• Fully licensed 

• Alarm/cameras 
25 years in business

514-933-4141
Serving Westmount and 

Montreal families with the 
highest quality of homecare. 

At home, in residences, in 
hospitals for over 20 years.

We compound medication for your pet 
Flavoured medicine, chosen format (capsules, treats/pastes, 

liquids, creams). It s not just hiding a pill in a piece of food! 

PEARSON & COHEN-TENOUDJI 
Pharmacy  

5025 Sherbrooke W. (between Claremont & Grey) Suite 102 
(ground floor entrance) H4A 1S9 – 514 484 2222 RE/MAX Action Inc Agency – Westmount

ANNE-MARIE LARUE 
514-919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

EVI HO 
514-862-7718 

eviho@outlook.com

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
We welcome your calls !

Classic and vintage automobiles on parade 
By Jennifer Ball 

When Westmount residents John and 
Janet Cheffins drove up my quiet Priest’s 
Farm street, heads turned, smiles came out 
and cameras suddenly clicked. After all, 
the Cheffins Derby Bentley B52KT is the 
only one in the province of Quebec. 

A classic car, it was the Bentley that the 
UK-based automobile maker Rolls Royce 
made after it bought Bentley – the epony-
mous company founded by the English en-
gineer Walter Owen Bentley in 1919. 

“He actually said that this was the best 
car to bear his name. Allegedly – because 
I am not even sure if that is true – but it is 
certainly something that is quoted quite a 
lot. It is called the Derby Bentley because 
it was built on Nightingale Rd. in Derby,” 
said John Cheffins. 

Cheffins worked for Rolls Royce his 40-
years-plus career, but for the airplane divi-
sion, not the car one. His present “indus-
try” is creating a coffee table book with the 
car photographed in front of Montreal’s art 
deco buildings, which include Hogan Bath 
on Wellington St., the Atwater Market, St. 
Henri Fire Station and the Aldred building. 

Unlike some classic car owners, John 
and Janet don’t own their Bentley to cruise 
for photo ops. Indeed, they took it to New 
Zealand for a 4,000-mile odyssey and the 

day after we met, they had a 
long motoring day planned. 

So how does the car run 
some 80-plus years after it 
rolled off the line? “What I like 
about it is that when you drive 
it, it just lollops along like a 
big old horse. It bounces,” he 
said. “Believe it or not, it has 
shock absorbers that you can 
adjust. Extraordinary! From 
1937 and it had ride control! 
No power steering though, 
you have to be a weight-lifter 
to park it.” 

Should you happen to see 
the Cheffins in their spruce-
green Bentley in the lane next 
to you, please do not follow a 
startling trend and honk at 
them! The mature car and its 
driver want to continue to drive safely on 
the roads for many years to come. 

Westmounter Ann Lloyd, on the other 
hand, is looking to sell her vintage car: a 
1936 Austin Nippy with a speedy engine. 
After seeing the Independent’s original 
photo of the Cheffins’ Bentley (Oct. 12, p. 
19) and getting in touch with them through 
the paper, she was in discussion with them 
about purchasing it, but they decided to 
pass. For now, it will be stored by a neigh-

bour in the Algoma district of Ontario, 
until Lloyd finds a buyer. 

Herbert Austin was essentially Britain’s 
Henry Ford. He wanted to build a small 
car and while he did not sell as many cars 
as Ford did, he came pretty close. “I got it 
for my 21st birthday. It was a reasonably 
priced car at the time,” Lloyd told me. 

“I called her Heffalump, from the Win-
nie the Pooh stories, as just like Heffalump 
we seemed never to get caught!” With the 
exception being an encounter in London 
when Lloyd beat out a truck driver at a stop 
light. When he caught up to her, at the next 
one, he chided her: “You think you’re so 
clever in that cat’s whisker of yours, don’t 
you?” 

Lloyd had the Austin re-built in the UK 
before she shipped it to Canada and it was 
working perfectly when she last drove it to 
St. Joseph’s Island, in the Algoma district 
of Ontario. “It went up the hill just fine. I 
entered it into a few community events 
there and it won best in show.”  An apt so-
briquet for a grand dame who imbues a 
sense of adventure.

John Cheffins with his 
Bentley on October 22.

Ann Lloyd in her Austin. 
Photo courtesy of A. Lloyd.
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Ville-Marie
Port Royal, PH9
— 
Magnificent PENTHOUSE on two floors 
with Million $ views.

Westmount
491 Av. Argyle 
— 
Stunning semi on a beautiful street, 
excellent walk score.

Westmount-Square
—
Fully renovated 760 SF unit, perfect 
“pied à terre” in Montreal.

Westmount-Square
—
3 units sold last week!

MLS — 20415115MLS — 16708852MLS — 18925325

Westmount-Square
— 
Splendid 2,385 SF unit, freshly renovated, 
with PANORAMIC river views.

Westmount ADJ
3078 Av. de Trafalgar
— 
Spacious semi-detached, on four floors 
with lush garden.

Sainte-Dorothée
331 Rue des Roseaux
—
Imposing residence with a landscaped 
garden and a beautiful swimming pool.

Ville-Marie
5 Place Ontario
—
Magnificent townhouse, fully renovated, 
steps to the Museum of Fine Arts.

MLS — 24958877MLS — 16833895MLS — 18714639MLS — 23771912

Marie Sicotte

+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Real Estate Broker

NEW MAJOR PRICE 
REDUCTION

MAJOR PRICE 
REDUCTION

NEW NEW SOLD

Westmount
537 Av. Prince-Albert 
— 
Amazing 2 floor condo with landscaped 
garden in Victoria Village.

Mont Tremblant
105 Ch. de la Grosse-Roche
— 
Magnificent property with modern archi-
tecture, walking distance to the mountain.

Mont Tremblant Region / 
La Conception
Route des Érables
— 
Beautiful property of (+/-) 80 Acres to 
build your dream home, 15 minutes from 
Tremblant.

Mont Tremblant Region / 
La Conception
222 Ch. des Explorateurs
— 
Contemporary style home with PANORA-
MIC views. Excellent revenue property.

NEW

MLS — 15295348 MLS — 25747004 MLS — 16481440 EXCLUSIVE

Open House Sun 2-4PM

NEW
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NEW LISTING
3617 Marlowe, adj. WWeestmount

$1,885,000

EXCEPTIO
473 Ros

Brian Dutch

 
 

 

  

  

ONAL LOT WITH PLANS
ve., Wslyn AAv Weestmount

$2,995,000

SOLD IN 8 DAAYYS
ospect, W29 Prro Weestmo

 
 

 

  

  

SPECTTAACULAR VICTORIAN HOME
. Metcalfe, W430 AAvv Weestmount

$2,485,000

S!
ount

 
 

 

  

  

Edouard Gamache
Residential Real Estate Broker & Advisor
T. 514-571-2345
edouard.gamache@evrealestate.com

Brian Dutch
Real Estate Broker & Advisor · Private Office
T. 514-386-2902
brian.dutch@evrealestate.com | briandutch.com

BRIAN DUTCH
eal estate br ©2021 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. If your property is already listed by a r ooker or agency, please 

ignore this ad. Real estate broker, real estate agency, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec


