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DG memories from ’08

City’s director general Hurtubise on medical leave

Past DGs Campbell,
St. Louis step up in interim
greenhouse restoration, revitalization of
Westmount Park and Imagine 2040.
Mayor Christina Smith announced at
“I’m very grateful both have agreed and
the council meeting February 15 that the are very, very keen to do so,” Mayor Smith
city’s director general, Benoit Hurtubise, said. “Both have the advantage of knowing
will be on medical leave for an unknown many of the staff, who were informed of
period of time but that two of the
the situation last week. EveryFor some of the
city’s retired directors general
thing is set up for them to work
history of these
will return to share the responremotely as does most of the
sibilities.
staff.”
two former DGs,
The council appointed DunCampbell steered the city
see p. 18-19
can Campbell, who managed
through the $40-million planthe city from 2008 to 2014, to be interim ning and building of the Westmount recdirector general and look after the regular reation centre (WRC).
day-to-day running of the city, with a focus
St. Louis held the top position during
on the administrative side.
the ice storm of ’98, the merger years with
Bruce St. Louis, who retired in 2008 Montreal, the library renewal and numerafter 15 years at the helm, will be assistant ous projects throughout a 33-year-career
director general, more focused on oper- with the city.
ational services and major projects such as
In retirement, St. Louis continued on p. 19
By Laureen Sweeney

Duncan Campbell, left, in August 2008 when
his appointment as DG was announced. He is
in front of a painting of his great-grandfather,
George Hogg, mayor of Westmount from 1927
to 1932. Bruce St. Louis, above, in January 2008,
when his retirement as DG was announced.
Photos: Laureen Sweeney

Two public consultations March 15

Demo requests received for
345 Melville, 314-316 Lansdowne
By Laureen Sweeney
Two city demolition meetings are to
take place on Zoom March 15, both to explain the requests and replacement proposals. They start at 6:30 pm. Each project is
located just north of de Maisonneuve.
One is to demolish a current four-family
residence at 345 Melville immediately adjacent to the Serbian Orthodox Church and

across from the playing field in Westmount Park. The plan is to replace it with
a six-family building that would be nonconforming to current zoning and would
require approval under the SCAOPI by-law
for Specific Construction, Alteration or Occupancy Proposal for an Immovable.
The other demolition request concerns
314 and 316 Lansdowne.
This is across the street continued on p. 5
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Now more than ever,
simple gestures are
our best protection
to ﬁght the virus.
Maintain physical distancing
Wear a mask
Wash your hands regularly
Avoid travel to other regions
and non-essential trips
Get tested promptly if you
have symptoms
Follow self-isolation guidelines

Let’s continue to protect ourselves properly.

Québec.ca/coronavirus
1 877 644-4545
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Machine acquired to groom new cross-country ski tracks
By Laureen Sweeney
A machine has been purchased by the
city to groom its two new cross-country ski
tracks, at King George (Murray) Park and
the Westmount Athletic Grounds (WAG).
They were officially operational February
9. Although oval in configuration, they are
being called “trails.”
“The machine can be pulled behind a
4x4 to regularly groom the trails at night

when needed,” said Councillor Cynthia
Lulham, whose commissionership includes parks.
The two tracks are oval in shape, built,
in one case on the soccer field in Murray
Park and, in the other, just inside the main
oval track at the WAG, which is being
plowed this year for pedestrians and is
being well used, especially in the late
morning, Lulham said.
The tracks were created by the same

contractor hired by the city to build the toboggan run in Murray Park after a council
decision to introduce the cross-country
tracks as another outdoor activity for residents during the pandemic restrictions,
she explained. Now, with the new machine,
the city’s own Public Works crews can
maintain the tracks.
“One more COVID-inspired asset
which will help promote healthy active living in Westmount,” said Dan Lambert
president of the Association of Pedestrians
and Cyclists of Westmount.
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Montreal/L’Ile Bizard
$599,000 Large split-level Grilli home
in a fantastic location just steps to shops,
grocery store & pharmacy. 4 bedrooms,
2 + 1 bathrooms, central A/C, renovated
kitchen, double garage. 8,400 square
foot lot. Concrete in-ground pool
MLS 28928321

Bunny Berke
R E A L

E S T A T E

B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

A cross-country skier in action taken early Feb 9 at Murray Park.

Photo courtesy of Dan Lambert

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
REAL ESTATE BROKER

438.882.8088
slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca
susanlloydleduc.com

$7,300,000

$1,599,000

De la Commune E., Old Port - Unique Penthouse of over 6,000
sq. ft. including a private 10,000 sq. ft. terrace with amazing views
of the St. Lawrence River. MLS 24748947

Av. Claremont, Westmount - Spacious & completely renovated Victorian gem with lofty ceilings, generous room sizes, 5+ bedrooms and
3+1 bathrooms, plus a wonderful gourmet’s kitchen. MLS 9098269

sothebysrealty.ca
Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.
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314-316 Lansdowne on February 11, above, and the replacement proposal, below.

325 Melville on February 11, above, with the Serbian Orthodox church in the background, and the
replacement proposal, below.
Photos: Independent.

Illustrations from a printout of the city of Westmount’s website accessed on February 9, but later taken down. The Independent asked for fresh, softcopy files February 11, but did not receive a reply by press time.

Demos, cont’d. from p. 1
and north of Westmount Park United
Church. In this case, the replacement project for semi-detached residences is described in city documents as conforming
to the zoning.
The city’s Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) is recommending the demolition
and replacement projects in both cases.
Summary presentations posted last week
on the city’s website provide more details.
325 Melville
The demolition of this Category III

building is recommended by the PAC
based on it representing little heritage
value.
Built between 1904 and 1910, as the residence and office of the John Cunningham
bakery, it underwent extensive modifications between 1947 and 1961 along with
being combined with the building next
door at civic number 327.
While the resulting building of almost
28 feet in height (2 storeys) houses four
residential units, is already non-conforming to the current zoning for two-family
dwellings, these could be considered ac-

quired rights if it were not for the new proposal to create six family units within the
allowable height of 35 feet (3 storeys), according to Urban Planning officials.
314-316 Lansdowne
The two existing residences built at 314316 Lansdowne in 1909 are intended to be
replaced at the same 26-foot height as the
neighbouring properties.
From the design of the new semi-detached residences presented on the city’s
website, the replacement would provide a
two-storey home for one family in the resi-

dence to the south and for two families
(upper and lower) in the one to the north.
All would respect current zoning.
The city’s PAC has “no objection to the
proposed demolition of this Category II
building as its lack of structural integrity
even after corrections” had “failed in the
past.”
The replacement project itself was also
recommended in a revised proposal as
long as changes are made to the front and
lateral marquises.
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Letters to the Editor
Won’t a Lansdowne parking
change add spaces?
I received in the mail, from the city of
Westmount’s Transportation Advisory
Committee (TAC), a poll addressed to the
residents of Lansdowne between de Maisonneuve and Sherbrooke, soliciting our
opinions on a proposal to move on-street
parking from the west side to the east. Ignoring evidence of carelessness in the
preparation of this document (a sentence
appears twice; staple in the upper right
corner; badly distorted photo), I am concerned about the statement “...moving
parking to the east side will result in the
loss of two parking spaces.”
How was this calculated? And why does
it differ so radically from the minutes of
the TAC meeting of December 2020 noting
that there would be an additional four
spaces from the move?
In a letter to the editor (August 25, 2020,
p. 22) I had suggested, in support of moving parking to the east side, that there
would be a gain of parking spaces as there
are far fewer driveways on that side. I could
add that one or two spots lost on the west
side because of a fire hydrant would also
be recuperated.
In that letter, I opined that since the east
sidewalk is used by seniors going between
Contactivity and Manoir Westmount, as
well as children and other users of the
Westmount recreation centre, a row of

parked cars on the east side of the street
would protect these vulnerable pedestrians
from vehicular traffic and from being
splashed by rainwater or slush. The poll
document fails to mention any of these
considerations.
Should I conclude that this TAC poll
was just carelessly put together (blame the
epidemic and people working from home)
or was it deliberately designed to discourage the change in parking?
Henry Olders, Lansdowne Ave.

Be careful what
you wish for
Moving parking to the east side of Lansdowne won’t improve traffic matters, but
will cause ongoing dissention and traffic
chaos. Those who petitioned for it will be
happy, but others won’t and may start petitioning to move it back. Squeaky wheel
conundrum?
Change will force [those seeking parking spots to enter] northbound Lansdowne
from the St. Catherine St. intersection, already a congested and dangerous intersection for pedestrians, cyclists and cars. This
will use more gas (expensive), plus release
more carbon dioxide.
Cars will detour around the park by
going down Melville or Victoria. More
U-turns will occur into driveways, across
pavements, and the parking lots of the
Westmount Park United Church and the
apartment building on the corner of Lans-
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downe and de Maisonneuve (another problematic traffic area). Think cyclist/car accident on Mount Royal.
Or will vehicles turn left into the congested cul de sac entrance to Westmount
Park? There may be more accidents, putting pedestrians and cyclists at risk. Gridlock will occur up to Sherbrooke as the
turn is across oncoming traffic.
Accidents happen now. It will get worse.
Council’s information to residents
states that there will be a loss of two parking spaces. I calculate four to six, affecting
the Manoir, Victoria Hall, the park, the
church, the dog-run and rec centre visitors,
along with patients of dentists etc on Sherbrooke who also park here. Lansdowne is
one of the few north-south connections between St. Catherine and Sherbrooke.
The 30-unit apartment building on the
corner of de Maisonneuve has a 30 to 50
percent mix of tenants (vs. owner-residents), meaning many moving trucks park
there and narrow the street exponentially,
especially if parking is put across the street.
Result = more gridlock.
Lansdowne sidewalks are narrow. Seniors, parents and children aren’t safer
shielded by parked cars spilling their contents onto sidewalks (think dogs, children,
strollers, scooters, trikes, wheelchairs,
walkers, equipment, etc) that block
passers-by, forcing pedestrians out onto
the road. It happens all the time as I walk
up and down my street.
Solution: Move the cycle path to the east
side. It will slow some cyclists down to
cross over but it might prevent them from
the risks of dooring since most use both
sides of the street already.
Don’t waste time and money forcing
this change, thinking it will be better because ... it won’t. It will be worse.
Wanda Potrykus, Lansdowne Ave.

Age-old problem –
mechanized solution
Yesterday morning [February 4] when I
looked out, I spotted a neighbour busy with

his snowblower removing the heavy load
from his roof, above. I understand 21 cm
fell on Tuesday [February 2], making quite
a storm along with the gusts of wind.
Erin Hogg, Windsor Ave.

More salt, please
I am a 70-year-old gentleman. I am in
good physical form and walk more than 8
km a day. Since someone has made a case
for the poor dogs walking on the sidewalks,
the city seems to be limiting the sand and
rocks that it is spreading on the sidewalks,
making them more dangerous for us
people. It is very slippery.
Are dogs more important than humans?
Jacques Malo, Grosvenor Ave.
Editor’s note: I am not aware that the city is
limiting salt and sand due to the requests
of dog owners or lovers. – DP.

Rest in peace, Aziz
It is with shock and great sadness that
I read recently the obituary of Aziz Kahli
(January 26, p. 5), the owner of Cipan, the
jewellery store on Victoria Ave.
I have worked in the area for over 30
years, a majority of that time on Victoria
Ave. This wildly cheerful man with the eccentric moustache was often standing in
front of his store, greeting whomever
passed by and engaging in conversation
with them at times. Always full of enthusiasm for life, even during several years of
severe back pain (due to bending over
while exercising his craft), he brought a
smile to whomever he met.
Over the years, I have bought several
one-of-a-kind beautiful items in his store.
He would ask who it was for and then advised me what to buy, as if each piece was
created for a particular person in mind.
Although we may have not known him
well (in fact, I had not known his name
until now), he will be sorely missed by the
community.
Rest in peace, Aziz.
Mary Harsany, Claremont Ave.
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Poem

COVID-y Jab-berwocky
Lewis Carroll was a fine old gent,
A college professor with a literary bent
Wrote poems and stories that, we hear
tell,
Amused the people and sold quite well.
He invented a mythical beast for a
humerous reason;
One that reminds me now of our dreary
winter season.
A beast described with rhymes and
illusions
Drawing the reader to endless
confusions.
“Twas brillig, and the slithy toves
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe;
All mimsy were the borogoves,
And the mome raths outgrabe.”
The Jabberwock was soon to be slain
By a beamish boy of no name.
“O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay”
The hero of the wondrous day.
And so we looked ahead from 2020
To a world of jabs in numbers plenty.
But the orders got lost and things got
worse
So we have to think again like the
historic verse.

EMSB ‘optimistic’ about Westmount Park School reno, but readying fall-backs
“Project managers at the English Montreal School Board [EMSB] remain optimistic that the extensive renovations which
began more than a year ago at Westmount
Park Elementary School will be completed
in time for the 2021-2022 academic year,”
according to a February 9 press release.
The next paragraphs, however, outline
“three possible scenarios” including a full
move-in to a completed facility in September, an on-time move-in to one that is still
under construction and a delayed move-in.
“Twas all a mither and a faken
Just a silly dream to think bebacon
It was a slope for us all to gither
Cause we’ve been sold a granplither.”
Without the help of a Looking Glass
They didn’t have the ball to pass
They fumbled it and set new timetables
“Soon” they said and other fables.
But the reality is we have been led astray
By our leaders who went out to pay
Huge sums for jabs that never arrive
Jabs we felt would keep us alive.
They should have gone and just played
hockey
But they stood there and gave us
Jab-bertalky.
Michael St. B. Harrison lives on Mountain Ave.

Westmount Park School on February 11.

BUSINESS PLANS

Get a loan,
raise money, or
manage growth
by letting experts
develop your
business plan,
nancial
forecast, and
pitch deck.
438-788-3651

www.onpointbusinessplans.com

Photo: Independent.

RONDA BLY
ESTATE SALES

CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998
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Centre Greene weathers the pandemic storm
Martin C. Barry
In spite of the devastating impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic almost everywhere
over the past year, the board and management at Centre Greene managed to keep
their heads above water and guided the
community centre to finishing the year in
reasonably sound financial shape.
“To say we’ve been tested this year is
certainly an understatement,” Centre
Greene board president Jane Wightman
said on February 4 during its annual general meeting, which took place for the first
time as a Zoom teleconference.
“It’s certainly no exaggeration to say that
the past year has been like no other,” added
Gerard Fellerath, the centre’s treasurer.
Centre Greene has been physically clos-

ed since the middle of last March as a result
of COVID-19 safety regulations put in place
by the provincial government. Only Terre
des Enfants, a daycare that rents space, has
remained open throughout the crisis.
Since last year, according to information
on Centre Greene’s website, the centre has
been trying to re-open, “taking a cautious
approach,” with strict safety protocols in
place to gradually resume programs.
The centre has transitioned to holding
some activities such as Art Hive and Tea
& Talk virtually through Zoom teleconferences, while others such as Seniors’ Fitness Tai Chi were sometimes being held
outdoors in Centre Greene’s side garden
as well as online.
Last September, when the government
began to loosen restrictions, Centre

What’s better than Cash?
Westmount
A-dog-tions
Lysanne Fowler

Here is Cash, a stunning short-haired
mix with the softest grey fur and even
softer expressive brown eyes. With his
floppy ears and strong features,
he is a stunning contrast of
sweetness
and
dignified
strength.
I am bringing him to your attention as he would be a perfect
sporting companion and loving
buddy at home for the family.
In Westmount, our big dogs
have big lives and take huge

pride of place in our hearts. Let Cash ride
home in the car from the Montreal SPCA
kennel, to come to snooze in a comfy dog
bed and join buddies for outings in our
neighborhood. Even better, that a proud
family says “We adopted Cash! Yes, you
saw him in the Indie too.”
He is very healthy, up to date with his
inoculations, neutered and microchipped.
Cash’s identification number is 46100803,
and you can refer to it when you visit the
Montreal SPCA website at
www.spca.com and fill out the
adoption application for him on
the attached link. Once submitted, you will then be contacted within 24 hours for a telephone interview, followed by a
visit by appointment at the
SPCA.
Your neighbour, Lysanne

Carnival’s challenge participation
not what expected
By Laureen Sweeney
The weather was probably the best in
many years for the city’s winter carnival,
with mild temperatures and “tons of snow,
just perfect for making snowmen and getting outside,” explained Sports and Recreation director Dave Lapointe.
But for some reason, and despite publicity, residents did not seem interested in
participating in what was planned as the
“Carnival Challenge” February 3 to photograph their outdoor activities and submit
them to the city’s websites, he said.
“It’s not what we expected,” he said. “We

received only three submissions and all
came from the same Cimesa family.”
“It’s disappointing because we were trying to get the city involved in getting people
outdoors. So we’ll just have to chalk it up
to another of these unpredictable unknowns during this most unusual pandemic year.”
On the other hand, the two virtual “indoor” events attracted more attention. A
Groove dance event attracted 59 viewers
while the Saturday night family movie
presented by Community Events had 82
registrants to view the science-fiction
double feature, he said.

Greene started allowing groups that rent
rooms to resume their activities. However,
since January only groups attached to
schools are using the facilities.
As Fellerath pointed out, revenue
sources changed dramatically and it became necessary to develop new ways of
managing the centre remotely.
Still, he added, “We have actually survived the year remarkably well, considering
the challenges, thanks to the flexibility and
the hard work of our administrative staff
and the generous donations from our supporters, as well as increased financial help.
Through government programs, the centre
has weathered the year in very good financial shape.”
Although Fellerath said the new budget
“showed a significant shortfall” versus revenues for the coming year, he added that
since tabling it “we’ve received assurances
of some additional generous donations
which will to a large extent cover the shortfall.”

“To say we’ve been tested this year is certainly
an understatement,” Centre Greene board
president Jane Wightman said during the
centre’s 2021 AGM on February 4.

Orangette, a sweet marmalade cat
9 Lives
Lysanne Fowler

I couldn’t stop myself, that name is hilarious but says it all! Orangette is the perfect orange marmalade cat that we look forward to at home, snoozing near the kitchen
on a window sill until someone heads for
the fridge and then instant companionship
for the hungry.
This precious short-haired tabby is
middle-aged at eight years old, very healthy,

up to date with her inoculations, spayed,
and microchipped. She is waiting for her
new adoptive family at the Montreal SPCA
cattery. Please be the one to take her home
and cherish her for her classic beauty and
most affectionate playful personality!
Orangettte’s identification number is
46307711, and you can refer to it when you
visit the Montreal SPCA website at
www.spca.com and fill out the adoption application for her on the attached link. Once
submitted, you will then be contacted
within 24 hours for a telephone interview,
followed by a visit by appointment at the
SPCA.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne
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* ACCEPTED OFFER

NEW LISTING | $2,5775,000

Westmount Adj. | 29
945 Hill Park Circle

Westmount Adjj. | 4660 Bonavista #702

Hampsstead | 134-136 Place Alfred

NEW PRICE | $1,595,000

NEW LISTING | $1,500,000

NEW L
LISTING, DUPLEX | $1,495,000

*Recipient of a Profusion Immobilierr Inc. Award for the
t realization of significant sales in 2020 based on registered MLS transactions between January to December 2020

www.profusion.g
global
#500-1303, Avenue Greene, Westmount, Qc
Profusion Immobilier Inc. – Real
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A LEGACY OF EXCELLENCE
Kaufman Group does not just place a sign in front of your home,
we place your home in front of the world.
CLOSE TO

$1.5 B
TOTAL SALES VOLUME

40

118 M

100%

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

ANNUAL WEB VIEWS*

DEDICATED TO YOU

*sothebysrealty.com

“When we started Kaufman Group, our dream was to develop a space where
everyone would work together as a family. Our intention in doing so was to create
something better, not only for our team but for the clients we serve each day.”

KAUFMAN GROUP

sothebysrealty.ca | Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK.
Independently owned & operated. Real estate agency. *Listed price.

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – February 16, 2021 – 11

RECENTLY PURCHASED

RECENTLY PURCHASED

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$2,750,000

$2,499,000

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Spectacular 5 bedroom residence nestled
at the foot of Mount Royal.

WESTMOUNT
Spectacular renovated family home located
on a quiet cul-de-sac on the ﬂats.

WESTMOUNT
Completely renovated Westmount home, 6+1
bdrms, double garage & views. MLS 14348736

HAMPSTEAD
Stately home on large corner lot with pool,
4+1 bdrms, & 2-car garage. MLS 26184638

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$2,250,000

$2,195,000

$1,599,000

$6,500,000

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Renovated townhouse with rooftop terrace &
2-car garage. MLS 12832847

HAMPSTEAD
Located in old Hampstead, this renovated family
home is a must see. MLS 18265825

PORT ROYAL - GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Breathtaking 2-bedroom condo in the Port Royal
with southern views. MLS 18795267

WESTMOUNT
Mansion sitting across Murray Hill Park, 6+1 bdrms,
inground pool & 4-car garage. MLS 26590203

ACCEPTED OFFER*

ACCEPTED OFFER*

$5,995,000

$1,995,000

Asking price: $1,775,000

Asking price: $1,595,000

WESTMOUNT
This architectural masterpiece features multiple
terraces with wonderful views. MLS 18613192

WESTMOUNT
Renovated semi-detached home in the heart
of middle Westmount. MLS 12890027

VILLE-MARIE
Modern semi-detached home with rooftop
terrace and beautiful views. MLS 11459691

WESTMOUNT
Lovely 4+1 bedroom rowhouse on the ﬂats
with parking. MLS 24565495

RECENTLY REDUCED

RECENTLY REDUCED

RECENTLY REDUCED

RECENTLY REDUCED

$4,700,000

$2,648,000

$2,050,000

$599,000

WESTMOUNT
Georgian mansion boasting breathtaking views.
2-car garage. MLS 12657651

WESTMOUNT
Renovated & spacious duplex, with lovely garden,
elevator & 2- car garage. MLS 24488675

WESTMOUNT
Walking distance to Murray Hill Park, lovely master
en suite & integrated garage. MLS 9001327

THE GLENEAGLES - WESTMOUNT ADJ.
Sun-ﬁlled open concept unit at prestigious
Gleneagles building. MLS 19498478

LIZA • LINDSAY • ALFEE
514.379.1333
kaufmangroup@sothebysrealty.ca
Follow us on

@kaufmangroup.ca

Close to

$1.5 billion
in sales volume
Since 2008

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK

KAUFMANGROUP.CA

Alfee Kaufman, Real Estate Broker
Liza Kaufman, Certiﬁed Real Estate Broker
Lindsay Hart, Real Estate Broker
sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.*with conditions
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We all want to
know more about
a
COVID
D-19 vaccinatio
on
COVID-19 vaccination
in Québec
c began in
Decemberr 2020 as part
off a massiive eff
ffortt
to preventt serious
complications and deaths
related to COVID-19,
and stop the
t
virus from
spreading. Through
vaccinatio
on we hope to
on,
protect ou
ur healthcare
system and allow things
to return to normal.

A VACCINA
AT
T
TION
OVERVIE
EW
Why get vaccinated
v
at all?
There are many reasons to get vaccinated
d (all of them good), inclu
uding protecting
ourselves from health
h
complications and the dangers stemming fro
om infectious diseases,
ce.
as well as makin
ng sure they don’t resurfac

How effec
ctive is vaccinatiion?
Vaccination is one of medicine’s greatest success stories and the cornerstone of an
efficient healthc
care system. That said, as with any medication, no vaccine
v
is 100%
nds on several factors, inclluding:
effective. The effi
fficacy of a vaccine depen

The age off the person being vaccinated
Their physical condition and/
/o
or sta
ate of health, such as a weakened
w
immune
system

THE IMPACT
T OF VACCINES
AT A GLANCE
prevent
e over 2 million deaths
polio has
diphtheria

been wiped
d out
tetanus
rubella
Smallpox
The main bacteria r
Hepatitis B

eradicated
or ba
acterial meningitis in child
dr
much
h rarer
disappeared
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COVID
D-19 VACCINE
ES
Are the
e vaccines safe?
Deﬁnit
D ﬁnitelly
y. COVID-19 vaccines haave been
quality and efficacy on a la
tested for q
arge
scale and passed all necessary analyssis
before being approved for public use
e.
All required
d steps in the vaccine apprroval
process were stringently followed, so
ome
simultaneou
usly, which explains why the
process went so fast. Health Canada always
conducts an
n extensive investigation o
of
efore approving and releassing
vaccines be
ng particular attention to
them, payin
evaluating their
t
safety and efficacy.

Who sh
hould be vaccina
ated
againstt COVID-19?
We aim to vaccinate
v
the entire popullation
VID-19. However, stocks arre
against COV
li
it d for
f now,
hi h iis why
h people
l ffrom
limited
n
which
groups with
h a higher risk of developing
complicatio
ons if they are infected will be
vaccinated ﬁrst.

Can we
e stop applying
sanitary
y measures once
e
the vac
ccine has been
adminis
stered?
No
o. Several months will have to go
o
by before a sufficient percentage of the
t
population is vaccinated and protected.
The beginning of the vaccination cam
mpaign
does not sig
gnal the end of the need for
f health
Two-metre physical distan
measures. T
ncing,
wearing a mask
m
or face covering, and
d
and-washing are all importtant
frequent ha
habits to maintain until the public health
authorities say otherwise.
otherwise

On what basis are p
prioritty
y
groups d
determined?

Can I catc
ch COVID-19 even
after I gett vaccinated?

The vaccine will
w ﬁrst be given to people
e who
are at higher risk
r
of developing complic
cations
m COVID-19, in particular
or dying from
vulnerable ind
dividuals and people with a
signiﬁcant losss of autonomy who live in
na
hcare providers who work
CHSLD, health
k with
them, people who live in private seniorss’
homes, and people 70 years of age and
d older.

The vaccines used can’t cause COVID-19
because they do
on’t contain the SARS-CoV
V-2
ponsible for the disease.
virus that’s resp
However, people
e who come into contact
with the virus in
n the days leading up to th
heir
n the 14 days following it
vaccination or in
could still develo
op COVID-19.

As vaccine av
vailability increases in Canada,
more groups will be added to the list.

Order of priority for COVID-19
9
vaccination
n
1

Vulnera
able people and people with
w
ﬁcant loss of autonomy who
a signiﬁ
live in residential
r
and long-term care
centress (CHSLDs) or in intermed
diate
mily-type resources (RI-RT
and fam
TFs).

2

Workerrs in the health and social
service
es network who have contact
with ussers.

3

Autono
omous or semi-autonomou
us
people who live in private seniorrs’
homes (RPAs) or in certain close
ed
residen
ntial facilities for older adu
ults.

4

Isolated
d and remote communitie
es.

5

Everyone at least 80 years of age.

6

People aged 70–79.

7

People aged 60–69.

8

Adults under the age of 60 with a
chronic
c disease or health issue th
hat
increasses the risk of complications
from COVID-19.

9

Adults under the age of 60 with no
chronic
c disease or healthcare issues
s
that inc
crease the risk of complica
ations
but who provide essential servic
have contact
o
with users.

10
0

Everyone else in the general
population at least 16 y

Is COVID-19 vaccination
mandatory?
No
o. Vaccination is not mandatory here in
Québec. However, COVID-19 vaccination is
highly recomme
ended.

Is vaccination free
of charge?
?
The COVID-19 vaccine is free. It is only
administered un
nder the Québec Immuniza
ation
Program and is not available from private
e
sources.

Do I need to
to be vaccinate
vaccinated
e
if I already
y had COVID-19?
?
YES.
YES
S Vaccination is indicated for everyy
who was diagno
osed with COVID-19 in
order to ensure their long-term prot
Nonetheless, giv
ven the curr
availability of th
he vaccine
contracted COVIDV
from when they wer
being vaccinated.

Québe
ec ca/COVIDvaccin
ec.
ne
1 877 644-4545
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Groceries in the air?

Police Report

Break-in, but no burglary,
at Greene Ave. address
By Martin C. Barry

This full-looking grocery bag looks as though it was placed there on purpose. A delivery for a
family of birds? It was photographed February 4 on de Maisonneuve between Victoria and Prince
Albert.
Photo: Independent.

Concerned ab
bout
your financial future?
A second opin
nion
could help.

For a limited time, contact me
for a com
mplimentary second
opinion and
a receiv
ve
e a $100 gift ‡!
(SEE BELOW FOR DETAILS)

Offfe
er expirre
es Marrcch 31, 2021.
Some cond
ditions apply*.

Contact me today to geet started.
Ioana Irunca, F. Pl.
Investm
ment Specialist
and Fin
nancial Planner
438.48
83.6248
ioana.irunca@scotiabank.com

* To redeem for this offer you must present this advertissement upon completion of your financial review conversation with a Scotiabank Investment Specialist on or before
March 31, 2021. Upon completion of the review, you will receive a special offer code and a reward code to redeem from your choice of The Ultimate Dining® E-Promo Card,
Indigo® E-Gift Card, Esso and Mobil™ E-Gift Card or Cineplex® E-Gift Card at www.scotiabank.com/reviewreward. A valid em
mail address is required in order to receive the
E-Promo or E-Gift Card. E-Promo Cards are valid for 90 days after activation. E-Gift Cards do not expire. No purchase required. Maximum one offer per customer. Offer is
non-transferable and cannot be duplicated. ® Registeredd trademark of The Bank of Nova Scotia, used under licence. Scotiabank includes The Bank of Nova Scotia and its
subsidiaries and affiliates, including Scotia Securities Innc. As used in this document, “Investment Specialist and Financial Planner”, “Scotiabank Investment Specialist” and
“Financial Planner and Investment Specialist” refers to a Scotia Securities Inc. mutual fund representative or, in Quebec, a Group Savings Plan Dealer Representative who is
also registered in the category of Financial Planner. Scottia Securities Inc. is a member of the Mutual Fund Dealers Association. ‡ All other trademarks are the property of the
1410545-2020-1204 F2
respective owner(s). Trademark owners are not affiliatedd, sponsoring or endorsing this offer or any Scotiabank products or
o services.

Police investigators at Station 12 have
concluded that the perpetrator of a breakin at a mixed commercial/residential address on Greene Ave. near de Maisonneuve
Blvd. on the night of February 6 managed
only to break the front door lock, but left
without burglarizing the building.
Around 2:30 am on February 7, according to Station 12 community relations officer Adalbert Pimentel, staff on patrol during the night shift at the Stanton St. police
detachment received a call from Westmount Public Security reporting that the
front door of the building was open and
showed signs of forced entry.
On arrival, the police officers confirmed
the door appeared to have been forced
open. They then proceeded to inspect inside, where they saw that the doors of businesses on the ground floor were closed and
locked.
“They saw that the front door, the main
door to that building, was forced,” said Pimentel. “But inside the building, the interior doors were all closed. There was no
damage. Nothing appeared to be stolen.”
However, he added, on an upper floor
where there was at least one apartment, the
occupant reported to police that he had
heard noise earlier down in the front entrance area. The incident remains under
investigation.
Hyundai steals Honda
Video footage captured by a security
camera monitoring an area behind a residential building on de Maisonneuve Blvd.
near Clarke Ave. is expected to provide investigators with clues regarding the theft
of a Honda SUV on the morning of Febuary 8.

Westmount adjacent

Trafalgar Road

Gorgeous cottage in cul-de-sac.
Idyllic location. 4 bedrooms,
double garage.

$1,569,000
MLS 25318925

Anne Marcoux
Courtier Immobilier

514-969-8619

The car, which was parked in a space
next to a rear laneway, was reported stolen
by the owner. According to the time stamp
on the security camera footage viewed by
the police investigators, the theft took place
at 6:57 am.
In the video, a suspect vehicle, a late
model Hyundai Tucson, is seen slowly approaching in the laneway towards the
Honda. One of two people in the suspect
vehicle gets out, goes to the Honda and appears to be inspecting its vehicle identification number (VIN) on the interior side
of the windshield.
He is seen returning to the suspect vehicle, which drives further up the lane and
executes a U-turn. A few minutes later, the
suspect gets out of that vehicle, returns to
the Honda, gets in and drives it away. The
suspect vehicle was last seen proceeding
along de Maisonneuve.
Skis stolen
A car parked in an area behind a business on Victoria Ave. between de Maisonneuve and Sherbrooke on February 5 was
broken into by thieves who stole two pairs
of skis that were inside the vehicle.
As has become the case with so many
reported crime incidents lately, the police
have security camera images to help with
their investigation.
The video footage shows a suspect leaving the area with the two sets of skis sometime between 7:30 and 8:15 pm, said Pimentel, noting that leaving valuables, no
matter what they are, in plain view inside
a vehicle is an open invitation to thieves.
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‘Unforeseen’ work on retaining walls

Sunnyside reconstruction
studies get $16k boost
By Laureen Sweeney
Plans to reconstruct Sunnyside this
spring and summer appear to be moving
ahead, likely to be good news for residents
who have been waiting for the work to redo
what many see as one of the worst streets
in Westmount.
In a recent update on the project February 1, the city council increased a previously approved professional services
contract to Le Groupe Conseil Genipur for
engineering work related to geo-technical
studies and preparation of plans and specifications for the work.
The original mandate of $82,782 (taxes
included) was increased by $15,857 due to
“unforeseen” issues related to retaining
walls, Councillor Philip Cutler explained.
As a result, modification of the contract
“had to come back to council.”
Sunnyside “is one of the major streets
for reconstruction this year,” added Mayor
Christina Smith. This is the long stretch
between Upper Bellevue around to Belvedere.
Its reconstruction, estimated at $3-$4

Snow ducks – gratuit

million and included in last year’s capital
works budget, was ultimately postponed to
this year as a financial safety measure to
defray the city’s anticipated pandemic
shortfalls (see story May 12, 2020, p. 1).
Risks and delays
“This is a huge project with risks and
potential delays being on rock. So we have
to be prudent,” city director general Benoit
Hurtubise had explained for the postponement.
Sunnyside, with heaves and humps and
cuts in pavement, has long been considered overdue for reconstruction. While
the east-west street was re-paved in 2014
from Lexington to Upper Bellevue, the remaining stretch was voted one of the seven
worst streets in Westmount in 2015 in an
informal poll conducted by then District 1
councillor Patrick Martin as commissioner
of Public Works (see story June 30, 2015,
p. 1, 4 and 5).
These snow ducks were being offered to neighbours and passers-by February 7 on Arlington Ave.
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

LUXURY HOMES

FOR RENT

The 2020 RRSP
contribution deadline
is fast approaching

CHOOSE FROM OUR LARGE
SELECTION OF LUXURY HOMES FOR
RENT IN GREATER MONTREAL.

WITH GROUPE COPLEY’S OWN
DEDICATED SERVICE TEAM, WE WANT TO ENSURE
THAT YOUR RENTAL EXPERIENCE IS TRULY
OUTSTANDING WITH US.

Contact me now should you need more information aboutt your registered plans.
Bradley Steinmetz

Investment A
Advisor and Portfolio Manager
Tel: 514-282-55825 | bradley.steinmetz@nbpcd.com | steinmetzwealth.com

View all our homes at

GROUPECOPLEY.COM
QUESTIONS? ASK PENNY

INFO@GROUPECOPLEY.COM OR
514.656.6437 ext.0

Serving executives, athletes,
and professionals since 1998

BMO Nesbitt Burns
BMO Private Wealth is a brand name for a business group cconsisting of Bank of Montreal and certain of its afﬁliates in providing
g Private wealth management products and services.
es within BMO Private Wealth. Banking services are offered through B
Not all products and services are offered by all legal entitie
Bank of Montreal. Investment management, wealth
planning, tax planning, philanthropy planning services are offered through BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. and BMO Private Investment Counsel Inc. Estate, trust, and custodial services are
offered through BMO Trust Company.
y. Insurance services and
d products are offered through BMO Estate Insurance Advisory Servicces Inc., a wholly-owned subsidiary of BMO Nesbitt
Burns Inc. BMO Private Wealth legal entities do not offer taax advice. BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. is a member of the Canadian Invesstor Protection Fund and the Investment Industry
nd BMO Bank of Montreal are Members of CDIC. ® Registered trademark of Bank of Montreal, used under license.
Regulatory Organization of Canada. BMO Trust Company an
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Manoir Westmount
A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Very affordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals
 Daily tea
 Daily housekeeping
 Personal Laundry

 Medication distribution
 24 hour security
 24 hour nurse
 Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8
For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

Leith to release
The Girl From
Dream City
Westmounter Linda Leith will be releasing a memoir, The Girl From Dream
City: A Literary Life, on April 10.
According to a February 10 press release, the book “takes readers to the
streets and salons of London, Basel,
Brussels, Paris, Ottawa, Budapest and
Montreal.”
The book traces Leith’s beginnings
in Northern Ireland as the “daughter of
a glamorous mother” and a “charming
left-wing doctor” with a secret mental
illness to Montreal (for the second
time), “where she meets a community
of writers and readers whom she works
with to transform the city’s literary
scene,” with stops in between in Montreal (the first time), London and Bucharest.
“If you liked memoirs by Diana
Athill, Alexandra Fuller, and Madame
de Staël, you’ll love Linda Leith’s new
book,” Montreal writer Mary Soderstrom is quoted as saying.
Leith is the founder of Blue Metropolis International Literary Festival and
of Linda Leith Publishing.

The finest
retirement
lifestyle is
available at...
Westmount’s

Les Oreilles de Chester launches this month

Renault’s new book depicts
boy’s invention of earmuffs
By Laureen Sweeney
As many children have been taking to outdoor rinks this winter, a
new book on how a little boy invented ear muffs is about to be
launched this month and be available at the Westmount Public Library.
Called Les oreilles de Chester, it’s
the latest work from prolific
children’s author Anne Renaud, who
writes in both English and French.
In this case, she originally penned
the story in English, then French before it was accepted by publisher Éditions de l’isatis. It was based on a
magazine article she wrote “years
ago,” she says.
Chester, the story goes, had very large
ears, which he loved because they were
“just like” those of his dog, Cornelius,
whose ears were soft and floppy.
There was just one problem: neither
tuque nor scarf, tea cozy or oven mitts
shielded them from the cold or were comfortable when he skated on the pond near
his grandmother’s farmhouse, which he
loved to do. The hat was too prickly, the
scarf too bulky.
Then he had an idea. Assisted by his
grandmother, he cut wire from her chicken
coup, fashioned it into hoops, covered
them with scraps of velvet and stuffed
them with chicken feathers to create what
he called “Chester’s Champion Ear Protectors.”
Historical backgrounder
Targetting ages 5 to 8, the book has colourful illustrations by Félix Girard. It also
includes an author’s historical backgrounder, as is Renaud’s habit. She ex-

Good living
comes
with age.

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

plains that “ear muffs may not have been
invented exactly as this story tells it, but
Chester Greenwood did exist” and photos
of him are included.
At the age of 15 in 1837, with the help of
his grandmother in Farmington, Maine,
where they lived, he invented the means
of keeping ears warm.
While other forms of ear muffs were
also available, Renault told the Independent,
Greenwood was the one to build a factory
to produce his model in industrial quantities. In recognition of his effort, the state
of Maine in 1977 declared December 21,
the first day of winter, “Chester Greenwood
Day.”
Renault said that “the story shows kids
that you can invent something wonderful
at any age,” just as her book on The Boy
Who Invented the Popsicle did (see story October 29, 2019, p. 10).
A Westmount resident, Renault works
at city hall as executive secretary to Mayor
Christina Smith.
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Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate
comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs
24 hours every single day.
Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED SUITES at affordable rentals.

4430 St. Catherine West
514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

EVI HO

514-862-7718
eviho@outlook.com

ANNE-MARIE LARUE

514-919-0877

amlarue@uniserve.com

We welcome your calls !
REAL ESTATE BROKERS

RE/MAX Action Inc Agency – Westmount
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January sales: Taking a breather
Real Estate
Andy Dodge

Note: The following article relates to offers
to purchase Westmount residential dwellings
that were reported by local real estate agents
as having been accepted in January 2021. Because they are not final registered sales, the
addresses cannot be made public, but give a
good idea of current trends in local real estate
activity. The graph at right offers a picture of
these trends over time.
After a tumultuous pandemic year in
2020, it is not at all surprising to see Westmount’s real estate market take something
of a breather in January this year, recording
only seven sales averaging $2,122,857, with
prices no higher than $2,900,000. The lowest price was $985,000, the first residential
sale at less than $1 million since last August, when one house sold for $889,000.
The average adjusted price remained
above $2.3 million for the fourth month in
a row but may climb sharply in coming
months as supply dwindles. It appears
many homeowners are putting off decisions on whether to move – or where to
move – until they know a little more about
the future of the pandemic.
With a few late arrivals to last year’s list,
volume for 2020 actually beat out the total
number of sales in 2019 by two, recording
140 sales with prices ranging from
$840,000 to $11,700,000 and a raw average
price of $2,334,767, some 17 percent above
the city’s valuation.
Then in January, two houses, one on
Anwoth Rd., the other close by on Hudson
Ave., sold for double their municipal assessments, while for three others the mark-

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

ups were less than 10 percent, pushing the
average mark-up for the month to almost
36 percent. Once the extreme sales are removed, the average melts down to 16 percent, more in line with the previous year’s
average.
Condos
Only three condominium sales have
been reported for January, in a very tight
range between $700,000 and $808,000, two
apartments and one in a converted duplex,
two with mark-ups over valuation between
10 and 20 percent, the other selling way
below its tax assessment.
Last year recorded only 36 condominium sales, the lowest volume since 2015, a
figure which no doubt was influenced by
the pandemic and the fear of shared living
spaces. Condo prices improved to an average above $1,250,000 last year, and may be
moving back toward the $1,050,000 level,
where it had been in 2018-19; with only
three sales it is still very early to spot a
trend.
Adjacent-Westmount experienced a
weak January, as well, with only one sale
in eastern Notre Dame de Grâce, one in
the “Square Mile,” four nearby condominiums and one share of a duplex. Final tally
of sales for 2020 shows that most districts
had slightly fewer sales than the year before, but especially eastern NDG where
only 22 sales were logged in 2020, compared to 37 in 2019.
The number of available Westmount
house listings grew from 51 to 64 by midFebruary, but that number is still sharply
lower than at the same time in 2020, when
we tallied 97 listings. The latest asking
prices ranged from $1,100,000 to
$27,500,000; the biggest price bracket was
for houses between $2 and $3 million (22,
compared to 18 asking less than $2 million). There are also fewer houses for rent
than at this time last year; already four
houses have been rented in 2021, including
one for $12,000 per month.

Average adjusted price for ‘typical’ Westmount house, by month,
January 2015 to January 2021, based on accepted offer dates
2,500,000
, ,
Last 12 Mo
onths
2,500,000
2,400,000

2,400,000
2,300,000

2,300,000
2,200,000
2,200,000

2,100,000

Jul
J

Jan
n

2,100,000

2,000,000

1,900,000

1,800,000

1,700,000

1,600,000

1,500,000

1,400,000
2015 Jan 2016 Jan

2017 Jan

2018 Jan

2019 Jan

20200 Jan

2021 Jan

Snow & Yard Work Available
Snow shoveling (no driveway), Gardening, Weeding, Trimming, Adding
Mulch, Yard Cleaning, and Raking Leaves. Contact Vince at 514-294-5562.

Classiﬁeds in the
Independent
Why list your goods (or services) on ﬂyby-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally?

Buy a classiﬁed in the
Westmount Independent at:

www.westendclassiﬁeds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

BUSINESS PLANS

Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX

Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation,
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP)
514 503-7719

info@hkltax.com
https://hkltax.com
1434 Sainte-Catherine West
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

Get a loan,
raise money, or
manage growth
by letting experts
develop your
business plan,
nancial
forecast, and
pitch deck.
438-788-3651

www.onpointbusinessplans.com

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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We knew them when…

Some of the Independent’s coverage of former DGs
Duncan Campbell: New man at the helm ready to tackle city’s major issues

Coming ‘home’ to Westmount
By Laureen Sweeney
Re-published from August 19, 2008, p. 1
and edited here for length.
After some 14 years at the helm of Town
of Mount Royal, and another six as associate director general of the Montreal megacity, Duncan Everson Campbell may be
said to be coming “home”.
While the professional challenge of becoming Westmount’s next director general
is his prime lure, the Baie d’Urfé resident
has deep roots in Westmount.
It’s here he was schooled – at Selwyn
House. It was here his grandparents lived
and his parents continue to reside at the
family home on Forden Crescent. It’s also
here where his great-grandfather, George
Hogg, served as mayor 80 years ago.
And his long association with the community is a fundamental link for the man
who will become Westmount’s first director general in memory to assume the role
from the outside, with the exception of
Manley Schultz, who served in an interim
capacity to groom Bruce St. Louis for the
position some two decades ago.
“I’m very honoured to have been selected,” Campbell says.
The challenge, he says, “is to maintain
and enhance Westmount’s quality services
at a reasonable rate at a time it faces a
number of issues.”
It’s also a timely opportunity to move
the city forward after consolidating the
changes resulting from the recent signing
of Bill 22, which addressed a number of
the reconstituted cities’ grievances, he explains. “I understand the issues facing municipalities.”

Indeed, having experienced “all the
growing pains” of creating the big new
Montreal and overseeing its 11 West Island
boroughs, and then working through the
demerger process and Bill 22, Campbell
brings with him a wide network of contacts.
Asked why he chose to seek the Westmount position, he said that given the
knowledge he already had of the city’s operation and its reputation, “who would
want to pass up an opportunity in a city of
the quality of Westmount?”
He’s also looking forward to being in a
smaller municipality once again “which is
closer to citizens.”
Named August 10 by Mayor Karin
Marks to succeed retiring director general
Bruce St. Louis effective September 29,
Campbell, 56, is slated to be officially appointed at the August 25 council meeting
on a four-year contract – “renewable”, he
adds.
Gearing up to take over
While he’s not yet on duty, it’s evident
that Campbell’s mind has already shifted
into his new role.
“There are a number of issues confronting Westmount in long-term planning for
which I’ll be formulating a plan. It’s important for a community that a vision is
put out there and discussed (by the council), and our role (as administrators) is to
see that the best information is available
to them.
“A smooth transition will be getting to
know people because we’re dealing with
human beings. My priority will be getting
to know and understand the council, the

At his first council meeting October 8, 2008 as Westmount’s director general, Duncan Campbell
(centre) shares an entertaining moment with Lucille Angers of the city clerk’s office, since retired.
At left is then city clerk Mario Gerbeau.

organization, key players and also the residents.”
His philosophy, he says, “is that we (the
staff ) should be there to inform citizens.
Some phone because they may only need
someone to talk to (about their concerns).
It’s important that all our services are
geared to that – customer service.”
Campbell’s arrival just as next year’s
budget is being prepared is also timely.
“The budget process is a good way to
understand how a city should run and
should reflect that,” he explains.
No stranger to Westmount’s city hall,
Campbell has attended a number of workrelated meetings there especially when
TMR and Westmount were partners in the
six-city mutual aid fire system and radio
communications system.
He is a past president of the Canadian
Association of Municipal Administrators,
the Dunany Golf & Country Club in Lachute, the Selwyn House Old Boys’ Association and continues to serve as a director
of the Weredale Foundation.
A ski instructor at Mont Tremblant for
more than 10 years, Campbell and his wife,
Barbara, have a 23-year-old son, Rob.
After growing up in TMR, he pursued
civil engineering at Carleton University in
Ottawa, working summers with the Canadian National Railway. On graduation in
1974, he joined its construction arm working “all over Quebec” and quickly gaining
fluency in French.
He obtained an MBA in 1984 at the Uni-

versity of Western Ontario and left CN in
1988 when hired by TMR mayor Vera
Danyluk as the director of operations and,
nine months later, the director general.
Among major management strategies
undertaken during his tenure, he lists the
development of a strategic plan for the
community with citizens, community
leaders, the council and employees.
He joined Montreal in September 2001
just prior to the forced mergers. In 2003,
he assumed project management of the
$53-million Oracle-based computer program for new financial, purchasing and
human resources processes. January last
year, he was mandated to coordinate initiatives to generate a reduction of $300 million and 1,000 positions by 2009.
His proudest achievement?
“As a DG, maybe one of my proudest
moments was the Ice Storm in January
1998, not so much for what I did, but the
way we in TMR responded and with the
level of creativity.” Faced with an emergency without a rule book to follow “speaks
volumes,” he says. “And we did really well.”
In fact, he says, one of his early visits in
Westmount will be to the police and fire
stations to forge close cooperation with
these frontline responders.
And again, it comes back to Campbell’s
priority of getting to know people: those
who make the city work, and those who
make up the community whose reputation, like his own, preceded his arrival.
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Westmount’s director general cited for integrity and respect

Bruce St. Louis to retire
By Laureen Sweeney
Re-published from January 30, 2008, p. 1
and edited here for length
After 15 years at the helm of Westmount, Bruce St. Louis planned to inform
members of city council on Monday that
he intends to wind down his 33-year career
in the coming months.
He plans to stay on as director general
until a new candidate can be found and
brought “fully up to speed.”
St. Louis, 54, has managed the city
through some of its most tumultuous
times, always buoyed by the next challenge
regardless of its magnitude.
“It was never a job,” he said. “It was an
adventure.”
Stayed on for transition
Eligible to retire in 2004, St. Louis often
said he would stay to steer the city through
its demerger process from Montreal. “We
now have a strong management team in
place, and this is the right time,” he told
the Westmount Independent.
His pending retirement, however, will
certainly be a bittersweet departure.
“The respect he has from council,
citizens and staff will leave us with a huge
hole that will take a while to fill,” said
Mayor Karin Marks.
‘Incredibly loyal’
“We have in Bruce someone who is incredibly loyal, has loved the city as much
or more than some residents, and knows
every department inside out. In typical
Bruce fashion, he has given us plenty of
notice to ensure the transition is completely manageable. It’s in keeping with
his integrity and devotion.”
St. Louis said he would stay on for “as
long as it takes” to share his knowledge
with a successor. “I will not leave until
everyone is comfortable.” He has a target
date of September.
His perpetual optimism and positive attitude has been his hallmark, Marks said.
“I call him the ‘can-do reactor’ because he

Past DGs, cont’d. from p. 1
worked for another 10 years as executive
director of the Association of Suburban
Municipalities (ASM). In this position, he
continued working closely with former
mayor Peter Trent, its president until 2017,
and then with Mayor Smith as a member
of the ASM executive.
Both St. Louis and Campbell have carried out consulting work with the city since
their retirement.

always says, ‘I’m sure we can figure out a
way to do that.’”
St. Louis bore the brunt of managing
Westmount during the merger years with
Montreal, often finding himself pitted between conflicting directives from his two
masters, the borough and the mega-city.
But early on, he learned the dynamics
of municipal politics, recognizing and respecting the role of the council as policy
makers. In turn, successive councils appreciated his candor and opinion, which
he was rarely shy in expressing.
The projects in which he takes the
greatest pride were the completion of the
refurbishment of Westmount Public Library and, organizationally, the creation of
the Protective Services department that
combined the Westmount Fire Brigade
and the Public Security Unit.
Other milestones in his mandate included the renovation of the Protective Services building, the restoration of the lawn
bowling clubhouse and the underground
electrical substation, management of the
Ice Storm emergency and the extensive
Y2K preparations – “so much work, so little
outcome,” he recalled.
St. Louis served his entire career with
the city, beginning September 1975 as a
civil engineer in Public Works straight out
of McGill.
As such, he never lost the desire to be
hands-on. As director general, he thrived
on appearing at a fire scene in the middle
of the night in his fire gear, never deterred
by the drive in from his home.
He made a point of helping at Family
Day with the children’s races and carnival
booths. He also cooked hamburgers at the
Canada Day celebrations and the staff barbecue. He chose to personally proof read
reports to the public and to prepare important project reports requested by the council.
His experience in both the operations

Then director general Bruce St. Louis, centre, on August 27, 2007 with Westmount’s then city clerk
Mario Gerbeau at the latter’s first city council meeting. Then assistant director general and HR
director Alan Kulaga is at left.

and services branches of the city, along
with his work with successive councillors,
served him well.
But it was his appointment as director
of Westmount Light & Power in 1986 that
allowed him to shine. “It changed my career,” he said. The position, which some
emerging city managers might take as
meaning exclusion from the action at city
hall, instead helped bring out his skills and
resourcefulness.
He impressed the council of the day by
his business plan to update and expand the
city’s utility to meet rapidly increasing demands for electricity while turning a generous profit. And his loyalty to the utility
has continued.
It is with “the guys” that he has always
chosen to sit during the city’s annual
Quarter Century Club banquet for long
service retirees and active workers. And
during Ice Storm ’98, he was insistent they
be particularly well fed and treated.
Known for an unwavering loyalty to his
team, staff and those he believes in, St.
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Louis has maintained an open-door policy
and an enthusiasm that was infectious.
In July 1990, when the city council
named him as the “heir apparent” to be
groomed for the top position in three or
four years, he said: “I just hope I can keep
their confidence and be responsive to the
community, council and the press.”
Almost everyone calls him Bruce. And
because he spent his career with the city,
it has been closely entwined with his personal life.
He was even described during one of
his council appointments as “the fearless
leader of a city softball team, which has a
perfect record.”
Looking ahead, St. Louis said he intends
to remain “very active” in the future. In
that respect, he added: “Westmount is an
amazing organization. I can’t be more
grateful to the city for my professional career. And it’s thanks to the city that I can
now look forward to pursuing other interests and spending more time with my
family.”
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Community Profile
Veronica Redgrave
Westmount’s Contactivity Centre helps
seniors. What’s not to love? A morning
phone call each day of the week. Homemade soup on Mondays. Arts & crafts
groups. Online courses and a Valentine
serenade with local school Selwyn House.
Oh, and grocery shopping assistance.
Gentle readers, meet Emily Rill, program director at Contactivity.
What is your role at Contactivity?
I started at Contactivity Centre 7½ years
ago. Throughout the years, my position
and job responsibilities have evolved. I currently manage and coordinate in-house
and virtual programming, and co-manage
our online database and website. Each
term, I organize various courses and workshop series, in addition to being involved
with intergenerational activities, such as
with Garderie FUN Academy. Lots of work
and thought goes into what might interest
our community and members.
How did Contactivity manage during
COVID?
Since March 2020, Contactivity pivoted

Rill leads Contactivty’s online push
to a completely online/virtual presence for
activities. We do have volunteers in the
community offering grocery shopping services for seniors, and our outreach worker
has been busy with assisting people by
phone and occasionally in person, obviously while respecting public health
guidelines.
This pandemic pushed us to have an
online data base, which now allows staff to
access our membership information with
ease. I really wanted to keep our community and members engaged during this isolating and restrictive time.
We also strengthened our partnership
with Selwyn House School and we are offering several intergenerational activities,
which are very popular. The Selwyn
House-Contactivity Choir just released its
second musical video – a special Valentine’s song, which can be viewed on Contactivity’s website (see story, February 9, p.
10).
Do you work from home?
March 13 was our last day working in
the office. I never anticipated that I would
still be working from home months later!
I really miss morning chats with staff and
especially interacting with our members

Helpful in policy making: Cllr. Peart

Accessibility committee brings
new insights to the city
By Laureen Sweeney
After three monthly meetings and a
couple of brainstorming sessions, resident
members of the city’s Accessibility Advisory Committee have started to bring forward findings of their own experiences as
professionals, caregivers or citizens facing
regular challenges in daily living.
The committee was created in October
to advocate for the elderly and persons with
disabilities (see story October 20, p. 7).
“I had the privilege of being invited to
a meeting of the accessibility committee
[January 27] and listen to the experiences
of many of the members,” the city council
meeting was told February 1 by Councillor
Conrad Peart, urban planning commissioner for permits and architecture.
“It was a great experience for me,” he
said citing one example of a discussion on
the city’s tree canopy and how it was linked
to accessibility by its importance to caregivers as well as those they are caring for.
This type of information “will help us with
policy making.”
Another, he said, was a suggestion that

some flexibility be afforded to residents
with special needs when applying for certain classes of building permits such as a
property on a sloped site.
“This committee will be an essential resource to help us identify and reduce some
of the obstacles experienced…and to get
some of these ideas off the screens and
into the streets.”
Three monthly meetings – in October,
November and January – had taken place
since the committee was created, Councillor Marina Brzeski told the Independent.
These have been interspersed with brainstorming sessions.
Among some of the suggestions that
have been heard so far, Brzeski said, were
recommendations for the city’s Legal Affairs website to refer users to fewer folders
in the search for information.
Another was that apartment balconies
be larger in order to accommodate wheelchairs. Another observation was that someone with visual difficulties had become lost
in Westmount Park in winter owing to
confusion over the layout.

in person. Now, I wake up and go straight
to my “office” – aka the dining room table.
I read that many people have adopted a
pet during the pandemic
It’s funny you should say that. In early
December, my husband and I were lucky
enough to adopt a two-year-old dog named
Luna. We found her though Associação
Azores Dog Rescue. Since adopting Luna,
it has forced – but I would like to think of
it more as “encouraged”! – me to get up
and out to walk. The fresh air has helped
break up my screen time, which allows me
to better focus on my work tasks. Not to
mention that Luna makes guest appearances at most of our Zoom courses and activities. The best part about Zoom is seeing
everyone’s furry pets on the screen. Lots of
“awws,” and a wonderful way to bring on
smiles!
Where was the first place you went after
the winter lock-down ended?
Although I desperately wanted to go to
Winners/Homesense, I thought I would
wait a few weeks until everyone gets their
fill. It’s so temping to buy new home décor
items because looking at the same furniture, blankets and planters for an entire
year gets so boring! We all need a refresh

to keep things interesting. All that being
said, I decided to start slowly and pick up
one of my winter favourites... a caramel
brulée latte from Starbucks.
Do you dress differently due to Zoom?
I certainly do! I like to think of my
COVID work attire as appropriately comfortable. I’ve been enjoying nice and cozy
sweaters with sweatpants or leggings.
Do you enjoy using Zoom for all your
activities?
I absolutely love seeing everyone on
Zoom. It’s so nice to maintain those connections and see those smiling faces. However, “Zooming” takes a lot more time and
energy as opposed to in-person activities.
On Zoom, it’s my job to manage conversations, ensure everyone receives the correct
links, troubleshoot the many tech issues,
make sure everyone has a chance to talk,
and always maintain high energy as everyone can see your mugshot – I mean head
shot – the entire time.
Has grocery shopping become stressful
during the lock-down?
I have to say that grocery shopping has
become a very stressful process for me, not
to mention that it takes twice as long as I

Time flying by?
For those enjoying all the city-supported
recreation or just taking in the beauty of
nature in King George (Murray) Park, it
may feel that time is flying by very fast.

Well, they would be correct if they were
tracking time on the clock atop the lookout
chalet next to the soccer pitch. The two
photographs were taken one minute apart.

Taken: 9:36:56 am on February 9.

Taken: 9:37:56 on February 9.
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often shop for my mother. I can’t just go
pick up something in the potato chips section! I now have to follow arrows and go
up and down the aisles to get there in the
specified directions. I guess it’s good for
burning calories. I must say that at times
wearing a mask makes it difficult to function. A few weeks ago, I thought I was putting lemons into my grocery bag but in
reality, I was leaving a trail of lemons behind me… how embarrassing!
PS: I noted that some services are also
available to non-members. How nice is it
if you live alone during these trying times
to have a cheerful daily morning call or to
learn again how to knit? Check out contactivitycentre.org.
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A tale of two Sandras

‘Friends in the time of corona’
Sandra Hendlisz on
Sandra Feldman
The pandemic has allowed ample time
to ponder many aspects of our lives and
especially our relationship to people,
friends and all things social – for we are
social animals and COVID 19 has dramatically affected our relationships with people.
I was chatting with my childhood friend
Sandra Feldman, and we decided to review
the nature and pathway of our friendship,
and friendships in general. True friendships are based on people liking each other
for who they are, the chemistry way beyond
what they can deliver.
Oscar Wilde said that “anybody can
sympathize with the suffering of a friend,
but it takes a fine nature to sympathize
with friend’s success.” In all, friends lift the
burden from our isolated selves.
Student days
Sandra and I went to high school together. We lived in each other’s homes.
Sandra was not only beautiful: she had a
brilliant mind and was not afraid to use it.
This was unusual in the 1950s.
As we got older, we went McGill and
wrote term papers together. We had occasion to re-read a few of them recently and
although one could see the inexperienced
writers in us, we were amazed at our perceptions, interests and values.
Once we both married, I moved away;
she stayed in Montreal. We both had children and our paths took different directions.
We were not in touch very much until
I moved back to Montreal, a separation of
about 20 years. Without the benefits of social media, keeping in contact was more
difficult and besides we were then in our
own life rhythms, which did not include
the other.
About five years ago, that spark that connected us in our youth lit up again.
Sandra was a social worker, working
mostly in psychiatry and family therapy.
She has always been a social activist in a
Canadian version of Saul Alinsky. During
my absence, Sandra was involved in many
different projects.
In 1971, Sandra and two other women
wrote a manual, “Coming to Our Senses,”
about environmental awareness for children. This manual sold thousands of copies.
Sandra’s interests in research led her to
participate in a WHO’s cross-cultural study
of clinical depression in four countries.
She was invited to France to teach the assessment scales at the University of Marseilles.

From left, Sandra Hendlisz and Sandra Feldman on February 10.

Throughout Sandra’s life, she has been
a strong proponent of social justice. Between 1986 and 1993, she and her colleagues were involved in amending Bill 62,
so that social work became defined as a
health profession excluded from charging
GST.
Films, undubbed
In 1987, the Quebec government proposed Bill 59 requiring dubbing of all nonFrench movies shown in Quebec. Sandra
and colleagues fought against this law
because, if enacted, most foreign and in-

dependent movies, which could not afford
dubbing, would never be seen in Quebec.
Only blockbuster Hollywood productions
that could easily afford translations and
subtitles would be available.
The public was informed of the dangers
of this law by the English and French
media. Thousands of signatures were
amassed at cinema line-ups, stores, and
schools. Sandra and her friend, calling
themselves “Les Amis du Cinéma,” presented the resulting petition, which was
then tabled at the Assemblée Nationale.
Lise Bacon, the cultural minister, with-

Photo: Ralph Thompson.

drew the proposed bill.
These events happened when we were
not in touch with each other. Sandra was a
working mother with three children at
home. It was wonderful for me to re-discover what her life had been during the
time when we had no contact.

Sandra Feldman on
Sandra Hendlisz
My good friend Sandra, recently 80,
loves people. And even during the COVID
plague, she excels at something so rare
there is no word for it. With child-like
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enthusiasm and good-natured giggles, she
triumphantly announces another bond she
has created.
Our Sandra has lived in many places.
Everywhere she would meet people: academics, fellow teachers, neighbours, and
would soon penetrate any reserve to get to
know intimate personal details.
All were invited to her house, to share
a meal, a drink, a celebration...and remain
close to this day. So 53 close friends (who
has 53 close friends?) made a surprise
birthday video describing her kindness and
generosity that they’ll remember for life.
Writing newsmakers, authors
“I wrote the pope,” she told me the other
day. “He didn’t answer.” But other wellknown respected people from the headlines and bookshelves do.

Sandra and I met in high school and became quick friends. There was more sass
and brass then. And we both wanted to be
writers. As it happened, my writings were
about my clients in therapy, or about social
justice issues.
Hers were to the newspaper, and to and
about friends, and her participations in
adult education courses.
I admired her warmth, her easy social
abilities, and her prodigious energy. She
probably can still swim a lake. Sandra loves
learning, reading books, and somehow can
talk about anything on your level.
So she will make a party out of the customers in the restaurant on a Tuesday
evening where her hospital-administrator
husband works as a gifted chef.
She’ll cajole, beg and persuade people
to join in as they greet everyone there. In

Mount Murray boarding

their condo, she has created a salon. She
invites interesting people, serves copious
and delicious food and wine, and offers
stimulating conversations too.
Connecting strangers
Sandra, even during COVID, still connects total strangers. A psychiatrist friend
of hers had a big birthday recently. His
mentor in the US has significantly influenced his thinking and work, and has
written widely. Sandra is currently reading
his latest book.
Through contacts, she was able to locate
his email and write to him. Her heartfelt
personal note had her usual empathy with

just enough detail. “Would you please wish
[my friend] ‘Happy Birthday’? I know it
would mean a lot.” Sure enough, the
author did exactly that, delighting Sandra’s
Montreal friend. Without imposing, she
can somehow calibrate just how to request
politely and make everyone happy in the
bargain.
So my own Happy Birthday wishes to
my ageless, talented friend.
Retired Westmount High English teacher
Sandra Hendlisz is a former Westmounter.
Both Sandras attend the Congregation
Shaar Hashomayim.
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Many thanks
to my collaborating broker,
Frank gets some air at the mini-lookout in King George (Murray) Park February 6.
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Melanie Clarke
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Client Testimonial

JILL PRÉVOST

Without Jill’s guidance, we would still be living
in our rental. She helped us beyond anything
we thought a realtor could do. Her knowledge
+ negotiating skills truly sets her apart. — B + T
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Their #1 priority is that surrounding schools are 1st rate!

If we don’t ﬁnd a home soon, they’ll be living in a tent.

A ﬁnished basement + 2-car parking are very important too,

Hampstead, NDG or Westmount is where they all want to be,

In NDG or Montreal West with a price under $1.2 (million).

Under $5k/month with parking and available almost instantly!

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me.

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...
Visit all my properties
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