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Melville decision deferred during 2-hour session

Double-header demo meeting
hears 30 questions from public
By Laureen Sweeney
A city webinar March 15 to consider
demolition proposals for two residential
buildings wrapped up after two hours and
30 questions and answers related to tearing
down the one at 325 Melville but none regarding the other at 314-316 Lansdowne.
It was the first time the city had held a
meeting of the Demolition Committee online because of COVID restrictions and, in
the end, a decision on the Melville building
was deferred while the Lansdowne one was
approved (see separate story, below).
The deferral was based on the city having received a new replacement plan that
was still under review. It was different from

the one that had been filed with the original application for a demolition permit
and had been posted on the city’s website
but quickly removed due to the city’s new
procedure for demolition applications (see
stories February 16, p. 1 and March p, p. 1).
The questioners on the Melville building were identified mostly as residents in
the immediate neighbourhood as well as
tenants of the affected building, who face
uncertainty over lease renewal and possible
eviction. What was the city doing to help
them? When would they know whether a
demolition would be allowed?
Some asked why an “affordable” family
building in supposedly viable condition might be continued on p. 14

Spring
is here!
Astronomical spring started March 20, but this pedestrian at right embodied its spirit a few days
before on March 16. He is the first person that the Independent noticed in shorts this year.
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Foot pain?
Heel spur?
Bunions?

Building in ‘a state of distress’: Cllr. Peart

Council rules in favour of
demolishing 314-316 Lansdowne
By Laureen Sweeney

— Consult —
Dr. William Constant, podiatrist
Dr. Jean-Maxime Rocheleau, podiatrist

514-439-5112

245 Victoria #525, Westmount

It took city council, in its capacity as the
Demolition Committee, a scant 20 minutes March 15 to hear and rule in favour of
an unopposed proposal to demolish a twostorey, two-family residence at 314-316
Lansdowne and present a preliminary replacement plan.
The decision included the reading of a

typically long resolution listing many conditions. This was presented at the end of
what had been a two-hour long combination demolition meeting regarding this
property as well as the one at 325 Melville,
for which no decision was rendered (see
separate story, above).
Only one letter of comment had been
received regarding the
Lansdowne property dur- continued on p. 9

With us, it’s personal

BRIGID SCULLION

Bradley Steinmetz

514.235.7878

Investment Advisor and Portfolio Manager
Tel: 514-282-5825
bradley.steinmetz@nbpcd.com
www.steinmetzwealth.com
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Alan
Klinkhoff
Gallery

Sale of Modern, Impressionist &
19th Century Art
This spring in our Montreal and Toronto galleries and at Klinkhoff.ca. For all
buying inquiries, contact us at your earliest convenience. Works of art are
available for immediate purchase and subject to prior sale.

Ethel Seath 1879-1963, Still Life from Seaforth Ave.
Oil on canvas, 20 x 24 in (50.8 x 61 cm)
$95,000
Montreal
1448 Sherbrooke Street West
514.284.9339

Toronto
190 Davenport Road
416.233.0339

www.klinkhoff.ca
info@klinkhoff.ca
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Greenhouse costs to city really $5.7M after tax rebate
By Laureen Sweeney
The net cost of restoring the heritage
portion of the greenhouse was projected
last week at $5.7 million once the city’s tax
rebate is factored in, according to interim
assistant director general Bruce St. Louis.
While an amount of $6,279,417 that was
reported in a city communiqué February
24 is correct when the full amount of tax
is factored in, he explained last week, the
“significant tax refund” accorded to municipalities means that, in this case, a re-

fund of $545,472, reduces the net project
cost to the city to $5,733,945.
The total costs before tax rebate include
construction of $4,947,000 as awarded by
contract at the January city council meeting, plus accumulated professional fees of
$514,550 and the full amount of taxes of
$817,867, for the gross total of $6,279,417.
The costs of the construction mandate
are to be paid from the city’s appropriated
surplus for the greenhouse restoration, director general Benoit Hurtubise confirmed
in January before departing on medical

leave.
Smaller professional services contracts
along the way have been financed by the
capital works budgets, he explained (see
story January 12, p. 1).
The complex has been closed to the
public since September 2015 while the city
undertook studies on its condition, options
for rebuilding and searched for professionals deemed to have expertise in restoring the 1927 conservatory and frog pond
structure.
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House History
by Andy Dodge:
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What to look for in your real estate broker:
 Empathy

 Fascination with

how other people
think and work

 Curiosity
 Patience

 Passion for

 Optimism

delighting others

 Reliability

 The RE/MAX

 Resourcefulness
 Attention to detail
 Solution-focused

mindset

international
network:
110 Countries
8,000 Offices
120,000 Brokers

Your Search Ends Here!

Sylve
Lafrenère

514-895-7001
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

RE/MAX ACTION Westmount

The entrance to the greenhouse on March 19.

1225 Greene Ave, Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4
514-933-6781 – fax 514-313-5362

Photo: Independent.

NEW LISTING

DANIELLE ALLARIE

JUNE BAILY

Real Estate Broker

514.941.9105
514.730.8708

dallarie@gmail.com
june@junebaily.com

Real Estate Broker

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce – 5384 Av. de Monkland
$715,000 | MLS 23916652

514.941.9105

june@junebaily.com

Cote Saint-Luc – 5510 Alpine
$1,095,000 | MLS 28364697
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priority
groups

You can now learn about
the vaccination
sequence planned
for your area and book
your appointment online.
Québec.ca/COVIDvaccine
1 877 644-4545
The vaccine. A safe way to protect ourselves.
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Sewer relining also planned on different streets

Sunnyside reconstruction
contract awarded for $4.3M
By Laureen Sweeney
After years of driving and bumping
their way along Sunnyside, and a year’s
postponement of the street’s reconstruction between Upper Bellevue and Belvedere Rd., residents will now have a new
challenge this summer as the street undergoes its long-awaited reconstruction.
And it’s taking a big bite out of this
year’s record-setting capital works budget
of $27.2 million.
City council March 15 awarded the
contract for $4,254,579, including tax
credits to Les Excavations Super Inc.,
whose bid was $4,659,318. It was the lowest
of three conforming bids, the highest

being only $58,157 more when tax was included.
“We’re happy to be moving along with
this,” said Councillor Philip Cutler, commissioner of infrastructure and innovation. “It was long overdue.” At times it will
be challenging to live on the street, he
added, saying residents had been very engaged when informed.
Cutler also moved a resolution to rehabilitate sewers in certain streets in the city
at a cost of $208,925.
This involves insertion of a structural
lining in the sewers. The contract was
awarded to Insituform Technologies
Limited described as being the lowest conforming bidder.

EVI HO

514-862-7718
eviho@outlook.com

ANNE-MARIE LARUE

514-919-0877
amlarue@uniserve.com

We welcome your calls !

JUST SOLD

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

Photo: Ralph Thompson.

For proper
pricing and
fast sales
contact
Bonnie!

“Your Property,
My Priority”
CSL: Chateau Chantilly. Stunning 2 bed 2 bath renovated
modern condo for sophisticated living and gracious entertaining.

BONNIE SANDLER
Residential Real Estate Bkr

514-497-3775

Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest Inc.

11 Meal
Package

0
$55 00

$11000

Delicious Meaals
Delivery Service
v
From our kitchen
h
to your table

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

Looking east on Sunnyside towards Belvedere Rd. on March 18.

5 Meaal
Packagge

RE/MAX Action Inc Agency – Westmount

Westmount adjacent

Trafalgar Road
Gorgeous cottage in cul-de-sac.
Idyllic location. 4 bedrooms,
double garage.

$1,569,000
MLS 25318925

Anne Marcoux
Courtier Immobilier

514-969-8619
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Letters to the Editor
Time to rebuild social trust
A high level of anxiety among certain
residents was noted by our mayor and
councillors during the recent demolition
hearing. It should be no surprise to council
as the city withheld from public view the
replacement plans submitted for the buildings currently under consideration for
demolition. This was an abrupt termination of a beneficial and long standing
procedure to inform residents.
No convincing rationale has been provided. In fact, no one pointed out any
demolition application that had been
harmed in the past by full disclosure to
residents.
Councillor Peart claimed that if residents had full information at this early
stage, they may make rash and reactive
decisions. I must remind Councillor Peart,
that at this point in any development, residents would only be able to hold opinions
and not make firm decisions. Is there
something wrong with that?
We all know that decision time for
citizens is limited to the SCAOPI stage if
the replacement plan is non compliant.
Westmount residents are not just simple
folk or, as the councillor suggested, perhaps overly accustomed to what we know
and thus fearful of change. Believe me,
after this past year, we can handle anything.
While entirely within the law as stated
by the city clerk of Westmount, this change

Westmount A-dog-tions, p. 16

is regressive and not reflective of a progressive, model city. My concern is that
with this change in procedure we don’t
understand whose interests are really at
play here.
It’s time to re-build social trust. Let’s
listen to Larry Beasley, the distinguished
Canadian urban planner who recently
presented to residents under our Imagine
2040 project. I quote from his recent book,
Vancouverism: “the principle of transparency puts us on the side of angels.”
Change course. Return to the practice
of full transparency. We can look forward
to again working together in complete
trust. Imagine 2040 awaits this.
Denis Biro, Burton Ave.

9 Lives, p. 16
Social Notes: Chez Doris
announces campaign, p. 17
Art Scene:
Berry & Slonem, p. 18
infoWestmount, p. 12

Correction:
Quennec pictured

Westmount’s street walkers
Um … has anyone else noticed that lots
of people are walking in the streets of
Westmount for no reason? I mean, sure,
there’s a pandemic and sometimes humans have to walk a bit in the street to get
around other pedestrians to social distance, but then one’s supposed to get the
heck back on the sidewalk where pedestrians belong.
But – take the [person] in this photo
walking down Victoria: perfectly cleared
sidewalk (Westmount does a great job at
that, by the way), no other pedestrian in
sight, and yet this guy’s in the street, forcing this white car (and many other cars that

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
We are Westmount
Editor
David Price: 514.935.4537
editor@westmountindependent.com

Advertising sales
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567
advertising@westmountindependent.com
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Laureen Sweeney

Classiﬁed ads
www.westendclassiﬁeds.com
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Ted Sancton

Accounting
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138
oﬃce@westmountindependent.com
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limit them to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for publication
the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to make
subsequently submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in every
issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic.
Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you do
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(13,500+ in COVID times due to closed municipal buildings)
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Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

Police Report, p. 8

I watched) to go wide around him.
Thomas LaPierre, Chesterfield Ave.

Our p. 3 photo last week was not of inspirational speaker, hockey coach and
Olympic gold medallist Danièle Sauvageau, but of a Swiss hockey player, Kaleigh
Quennec, in Montreal for a play-off game
last year against the Carabins, whom Sauvageau was coaching and to which she had
invited young Westmount “player of the
month” Margot Duffar to drop the puck.
The photo had nothing to do with last
week’s story “City lowers flags in commemoration of year of turmoil,” which
mentioned the city’s presentation of a
motivational Zoom program by Sauvageau.
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St. Patrick lives! Quietly

We are
COVID
conscious!
New service:

March 13-15 would have been “parade weekend” and March 17 was St. Patrick’s Day. The pandemic led to subdued markings of these traditionally large Montreal-area festivals, but it did not
kill all expressions of them, including this window display at Eatz Encore on Sherbrooke near
Grosvenor, as seen March 15 (top) and employee Jonathan Groszman modelling a “Happy St
Patrick’s Day” hat March 17, the day of (below). Photo: Independent (top left) and Ralph Thompson (top right).

• Pick-up & delivery of
your vehicle at your house!
•Tire change (summer tires are now legal)
•Oil change •Any other mechanical
or body issue

Payment by: •e-transfer •credit
card over the telephone •touchless
Other new services
•Touchless payment for gasoline or any
other in-person, at-station service
•Change your flat tire while you wait
in the car – a Westmount pit stop

GINETTE &
JEFF STEELE

1 450 829-3852
Happily in service since 1979

MILKMAN
Home Delivery
Lactancia

Convenient location
Better-than-dealer pricing

514 933-8556
BEST
SERVICE
AWARD

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc.
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4
corner Grosvenor

Professional mechanical & body shop
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Police Report

Road rager hits car with
baseball bat on Lansdowne Ave.
By Martin C. Barry
A road rage incident that began recently
along Côte St. Antoine Rd., leading to a collision followed by a violent confrontation
on Lansdowne Ave., left a Westmount resident who was driving one of the vehicles
traumatized and with damage to his car.
Around 11:30 am on March 12, the
driver of the suspect vehicle was heading
at high speed west along Côte St. Antoine
when he tried to pass another car that was
proceeding much more slowly.
In attempting to pass the slower vehicle,
the driver of the suspect car drove briefly
along the bicycle path on Côte St. Antoine,
said Station 12 community relations officer
Adalbert Pimentel.
The driver of the suspect vehicle apparently flew into a rage when the car in his
way refused to make room for him to pass.
When the slower vehicle made a left
turn southward onto Lansdowne, the suspect began to follow and eventually mounted the sidewalk in order to pass, Pimentel
added.

CARPET/RUG
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS
ORIENTAL RUGS:
NEW AND ANTIQUE
hand wash and repairs

COVID CLEAN h
ALL CARPETS
AND FURNITURE

After passing and getting ahead, the
suspect driver abruptly slammed on his
brakes, leading to a collision when the
other driver slammed into the rear of the
suspect’s car.
According to a police incident report,
the suspect then emerged from his car
while clutching a baseball bat. He proceeded to strike the front bumper of the
other car. Feeling threatened, the other
car’s driver shifted into reverse, then drove
forward around the suspect and his car.
“The suspect actually threw his baseball
bat towards the car of the plaintiff while he
was taking off for the sake of his safety,”
said Pimentel, adding that the plaintiff proceeded immediately to the Montreal police’s Station 12 on Stanton St. to file a report and make a criminal complaint about
the incident.
The suspect’s vehicle is described as a
Toyota Corolla. The suspect, should he be
located, will face a dangerous driving
charge and possible other charges related
to his violent use of the baseball bat.
Pimentel said the victim responded correctly to the incident by not over-reacting,
which would probably have escalated the
situation, and by proceeding to the police
station immediately afterwards.
“It’s easier said than done, but that way
you don’t fall into the cycle of irrationality,”
he said. “You don’t know who you’re dealing
with. But when someone’s coming at you
with a baseball bat, that’s a pretty good indicator of things. He did the right thing and
there’s an investigation now under way.”
COVID enforcement
Following home inspection visits, police
officers from Station 12 handed out more
tickets last week to Westmounters who
were found not abiding by COVID-19 quar-

‘Lake Shakespeare’ returns

The large puddle that perennially forms in Westmount Park in the “Shakespeare in the Park” dell
west of the gazebo has appeared again. It is seen here March 17.
Photo: Independent.

antine regulations after returning to
Canada from foreign travels.
On March 17, an individual residing at
a home in upper Westmount was ticketed
after officers discovered he was not there,
despite a requirement to stay at home for
14 days.
On the same day, an individual living
on Westmount Ave. was also ticketed after
officers found him to be absent and out on
a walk during a 14-day quarantine period
that they said he was supposed to be respecting.
While the man claimed he’d been told
by Canadian customs officials that he was
not subject to the quarantine requirements, Pimentel said the police officers
checked his status in a registry and confirmed he was not supposed to be out.

g

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS
WITH OUTSTANDING
SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP
FOR 35 YEARS!

514-825-5500
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261

RONDA BLY
ESTATE SALES

CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

Homme
Men

Femme Enfants
Women Children

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Four students
win MNA bursary
Jennifer Maccarone, provincial legislator for Westmount-St. Louis, announced the four recipients of the first
edition of the Bursary of the MNA for
Westmount-St. Louis March 19.
Anh Vi Mac and Emma Westenberg,
both students at Marianopolis College,
will each receive a $250 bursary, and
Shaida Mahmoud and Emilie Pham,
physiology and nursing students at
McGill University, will each receive a
$500 scholarship.
“The four bursary recipients will also
be given the opportunity to do a one-day
internship with the MNA for Westmount-St. Louis to learn more about her
role and present their projects,” explained a press release the same day.
To be eligible, students had to reside
and attend a post-secondary institution
in the riding, and had to submit a project
“under provincial jurisdiction” that they
would like to carry out here.
"I would like to thank all the students
who applied to this first edition …. We
have received many applications and the
projects that have been submitted are
very interesting.
“Congratulations to our first four bursary recipients, whom I am eager to
meet during their one-day internship,"
said Maccarone.
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Demolition, cont’d. from p. 1
ing the 10-day period for submissions on
the proposed demolition but it did not oppose the demolition, Mayor Christina
Smith told the meeting.
The Category II-rated house, which had
been built in 1909 by renowned Westmount architect Edward Maxwell, had
undergone several additions and changes
at the rear and side over the years, while
attempts to correct structural damage were
reported to have been unsuccessful.
A building’s condition is one of the important criteria on which a demolition decision is based, according to city by-laws.
“It’s indicative to anyone walking by that
the building is in a state of distress,” said
Councillor Conrad Peart, urban planning
commissioner for permits and architecture, in announcing the decision and its
conditions.
These included a monetary guarantee
of $50,000, that demolition and construction begin within 12 months of a permit
being issued and that approved plans include those for site management and the
re-use of demolition waste.
The decision also mentions that the
dwellings will be “vacant as of May 1.” It
also states that a preliminary plan had been
revised and recommended by the city’s
Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) to the
Demolition Committee. It involves a twofamily stand-alone residence.

Illustrations courtesy of the city of Westmount. The planned building has been circled by the Independent.

Ian Aitken, Managing Partner of Pembroke Management is pleased to
announce that Andrew Bolton has joined the firm. Andrew brings with
him more than 25 years of wealth management experience and will be
serving both private clients as well as institutions. Give us a call to learn
more.
514 448-5213
www.pml.ca

314-316 Lansdowne, left, on March 19.

Photo: Independent.
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We all want to
know more about
a
COVID
D-19 vaccinatio
on
COVID-19 vaccination
in Québec
c began in
Decemberr 2020 as part
off a massiive eff
ffortt
to preventt serious
complications and deaths
related to COVID-19,
and stop the
t
virus from
spreading. Through
vaccinatio
on we hope to
on,
protect ou
ur healthcare
system and allow things
to return to normal.

A VACCINA
AT
T
TION
OVERVIE
EW
Why get vaccinated
v
at all?
There are many reasons to get vaccinated
d (all of them good), inclu
uding protecting
ourselves from health
h
complications and the dangers stemming fro
om infectious diseases,
ce.
as well as makin
ng sure they don’t resurfac

How effec
ctive is vaccinatiion?
Vaccination is one of medicine’s greatest success stories and the cornerstone of an
efficient healthc
care system. That said, as with any medication, no vaccine
v
is 100%
nds on several factors, inclluding:
effective. The effi
fficacy of a vaccine depen

The age off the person being vaccinated
Their physical condition and/
/o
or sta
ate of health, such as a weakened
w
immune
system

THE IMPACT
T OF VACCINES
AT A GLANCE
prevent
e over 2 million deaths
polio has
diphtheria

been wiped
d out
tetanus
rubella
Smallpox

eradicated
ba
acterial meningitis
much
h rarer

Hepatitis B

disappeared
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COVID
D-19 VACCINE
ES
Are the
e vaccines safe?
Deﬁnit
D ﬁnitelly
y. COVID-19 vaccines haave been
tested for quality
q
and efficacy on a la
arge
scale and passed all necessary analyssis
before being approved for public use
e.
All required
d steps in the vaccine apprroval
process were stringently followed, so
ome
simultaneou
usly, which explains why the
process went so fast. Health Canada always
conducts an
n extensive investigation of
o
efore approving and releassing
vaccines be
ng particular attention to
them, payin
evaluating their
t
safety and efficacy.

Who sh
hould be vaccina
ated
againstt COVID-19?
We aim to vaccinate
v
the entire popullation
VID-19. However, stocks arre
against COV
li
it d for
f now,
hi h iis why
h people
l ffrom
limited
n
which
groups with
h a higher risk of developing
complicatio
ons if they are infected will be
vaccinated ﬁrst.

Can we
e stop applying
sanitary
y measures once
e
the vac
ccine has been
adminis
stered?
No
o. Several months will have to go
o
by before a sufficient percentage of the
t
population is vaccinated and protected.
The beginning of the vaccination cam
mpaign
does not sig
gnal the end of the need for
f health
Two-metre physical distan
measures. T
ncing,
mask or face covering, and
wearing a m
d
and-washing are all importtant
frequent ha
habits to maintain until the public health
authorities say otherwise
otherwise.

On what basis are p
prioritty
y
groups d
determined?

Can I catc
ch COVID-19 even
after I gett vaccinated?

The vaccine will
w ﬁrst be given to people
e who
are at higher risk
r
of developing complic
cations
m COVID-19, in particular
or dying from
vulnerable ind
dividuals and people with a
signiﬁcant losss of autonomy who live in
na
hcare providers who work
CHSLD, health
k with
them, people who live in private seniorss’
homes, and people 70 years of age and
d older.

The vaccines used can’t cause COVID-19
because they do
on’t contain the SARS-CoV
V-2
ponsible for the disease.
virus that’s resp
However, people
e who come into contact
with the virus in
n the days leading up to th
heir
n the 14 days following it
vaccination or in
could still develo
op COVID-19.

As vaccine av
vailability increases in Canada,
more groups will be added to the list.

Order of priority for COVID-19
9
vaccination
n
1

Vulnera
able people and people with
w
ﬁcant loss of autonomy who
a signiﬁ
live in residential
r
and long-term care
centress (CHSLDs) or in intermed
diate
mily-type resources (RI-RT
and fam
TFs).

2

Workerrs in the health and social
service
es network who have contact
with ussers.

3

Autono
omous or semi-autonomou
us
people who live in private seniorrs’
homes (RPAs) or in certain close
ed
residen
ntial facilities for older adu
ults.

4

Isolated
d and remote communitie
es.

5

Everyone at least 80 years of age.

6

People aged 70–79.

7

People aged 60–69.

8

Adults under the age of 60 with a
chronic
c disease or health issue th
hat
increasses the risk of complications
from COVID-19.

9

Adults under the age of 60 with no
chronic
c disease or healthcare issues
s
that inc
crease the risk of complica
ations
but who provide essential servic
have contact
o
with users.

10
0

Everyone else in the general
population at least 16 y

Is COVID-19 vaccination
mandatory?
No
o. Vaccination is not mandatory here in
Québec. However, COVID-19 vaccination is
highly recomme
ended.

Is vaccination free
of charge?
?
The COVID-19 vaccine is free. It is only
administered un
nder the Québec Immuniza
ation
Program and is not available from private
e
sources.

Do I need to
to be v
vaccinate
accinated
e
if I already
y had COVID-19?
?
YES.
YES
S Vaccination is indicated for everyy
who was diagno
osed with COVIDto ensure their long-term protection.

Québe
ec ca/COVIDvaccin
ec.
ne
1 877 644-4545
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Zurakowski ‘Canada’s most famous pilot’

Brzeski mère translates Arrow flyer’s autobiography into English
By Ralph Thompson
Ninety-two-year-old Polish immigrant
Marieta Brzeski, née Lasocka, has been a
resident of Manoir Westmount since 2018.
With time on her hands during the
lonely COVID lockdowns, she quickly got
itchy fingers. So out came her 60-year-old
Royal portable typewriter, with its sticky
keys and well-worn corners, and she
launched into translating the autobiography Janusz Zurakowski, Not only
about Flying from Polish to English.
Fought in World War II
Zurakowski was one of Canada’s most
respected pilots and “considered, one of
the greatest test pilots of his time,” according to Bill Zuk, author of Zura: The Legend
of Janusz Zurakowski.
Zurakowski (1914-2004) grew up in Russia and Poland and joined the Polish air
force. He fought in World War II both in
Poland and from Britain, becoming the
deputy wing leader of the Polish No. 1
Fighter Wing, in which role he led 46 combat sorties.
In 1952, he joined A. V. Roe (Avro) Canada as chief development test pilot. He

WOOD
FINISHING
ON-SITE SERVICE

•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.:
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces

•Polishing and
Staining
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodﬁnishingmontreal.com

was the first pilot to exceed the speed of
sound in a straight wing subsonic jet, the
CF-100, and was a test pilot for the Avro
Arrow. He retired from flying when the
Arrow program was cancelled.
“I looked around my small private
library,” Marieta told the Independent, “and
the Polish books I had included Janusz’
book and poetry books. I don’t translate
poems. Since I doubted there was a translation of Janusz’ book and because I very
much liked ‘Janusz Z.,’ I decided to go
ahead and occupy my time translating it.”
Uprooted by World War II
Life started for Marieta in Wilno, then
part of Poland and now the capital of Lithuania. The Soviets swept across the region in World War II and in 1941 she was
deported along with hundreds of thousands of Poles. She ended up in southern
Siberia, and eventually moved to Iran and
Palestine (now Israel), then on to London,
Munich and finally Canada.
Marieta has four daughters: Ada, Anna,
Veronika and Westmount city councillor
Marina. She had formal typing tuition at
the London School of Teletyping, took a
correspondence course in English at Oxford University and then went to work for
Radio Free Europe as a typist and translator. Today, her typing ability is reduced by
arthritis and Veronika helped to transcribe
the text.
Anna found replacement typewriter ribbons on Amazon and she’s still looking for
someone who can fix the sticky keys.
Marieta met Zurakowski in Barry’s Bay,
Ontario around the time of Expo 67, when
they stayed at Kartuzy Lodge, “a small bit
of Poland.” The land had been bought and
developed by Zurakowski at the time the
Avro Arrow program was cancelled.
“I remember him always tinkering –
either fixing or building kayaks, catamarans or power boats. He had quite a

Marieta Brzeski and her Royal typewriter, photographed outside Manoir Westmount and Victoria
Hall, March 11.

number of patents and was constantly inventing. He was also a terrific gardener,”
said Marieta.
COVID, not cottage
The Brzeski family eventually bought a
cottage on the lake and they return every
year. 2020 was the only time in 55 years
that Marieta has not returned to the area.
She’s planning a visit this summer.
Marina said, “My impulse in speaking

with the Independent about this was to
share how proud I am of my mom to have
used her time, isolated in her room at the
Manoir, to accomplish something of value:
to make the book available to English
speakers so others can learn about this
legendary pilot and be inspired.”
After a lot of hard work, the English
translation has just been published and is
available through Amazon.ca.

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX

Estate &
Moving Sales

Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST

We Provide

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation,
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP)

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario

514 503-7719

info@hkltax.com
https://hkltax.com
1434 Sainte-Catherine West
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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Demolition, cont’d. from p. 1
demolished.
Still others questioned a change in the
traditional demolition procedure, meaning
that this initial hearing would consider
only tearing down the building before
making public the proposal for what would
be built on the vacant lot.
While the city had received eight official
submissions and one comment on the
Melville property within a 10-day period,
which entitled the writers to “intervener”
status during the meeting, the city did not
identify whether any of them were among
the questioners.

“Obviously, there are a lot of concerns
in the neighbourhood,” stated Mayor
Christina Smith.
She explained that tenant concerns
could be dealt with at the Quebec rental
board (Régie de logement). She also assured questioners that the city understood
the importance of providing a housing mix
in a family neighbourhood. “I understand.
I get it,” she said in several replies.
Councillor Cynthia Lulham explained
that property owners had a right to apply
for a demolition permit. It was up to the
Demolition Committee, however, to assess
the condition and value to the community
of a building before allowing it to be torn

COVID-19 – TOGETHER WE CAN HELP!

Need a Lift To and From
a Vaccination Site?
Please call Contactivity Community Support
Worker David Robinson at 438-699-9927
if you are a Westmount senior in the age
category currently being given vaccine
appointments, and you lack a means of
getting to and from the appointment.
We will return your call and will do what we
can to help, within our volunteer availabilities.
Contactivity Centre
4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd W.
Westmount, corner Lansdowne

514 932-2326 | contactivitycentre.org

down in order to build something else.
One by one, Smith and the eight councillors who make up the committee, assured questioner François L’Heureux, a
lawyer and Melville resident, that they had
had no prior dealings with the developer,
Darren Reid, who had worked on other
projects in the city including the new townhouses at 65 Hillside at Metcalfe.
At least a third of the 30 questions came
from Peter Hoffmann, also a lawyer who
lives nearby on de Maisonneuve. He, along
with Jon Breslaw of Grosvenor, dwelt
mainly on what they considered a “lack of
transparency” by not having seen the proposed replacement.
To one of the questions from Hoffmann, city clerk Andrew Brownstein stated
he could always apply to see documents

Mayor proposes
changes
“There’s a lot of room for improvement,” Mayor Christina Smith suggested following the demo meeting.
“We need to go back to being a smaller
[Demolition] Committee.” This traditionally consisted of three members of
council, while a hearing by all of the
council was reserved for appeals. The
change had been made several years
ago.
Because this was one of the first-ever
demolition hearings to take place during the time of pandemic closures, the
virtual experience led to a lot of concerns, she said. “We may have to reconsider how we should manage the questions.”
More typically, she noted, many
would have been requested from persons who had already obtained official
intervener status by filing submissions
during an official 10-day timeline.
In hindsight, perhaps the hearing of
two demolition proposals should have
taken place on separate dates, she
added.

through Access to Information.
Hoffmann also asked why the city had
not accepted questions “live” during the
webinar. Mayor Smith said the city, by
allowing a second question period, was already going “above and beyond” the Quebec government’s COVID requirements
for such a meeting. She welcomed the day
when a demolition meeting could return
to the council chamber allowing for faceto-face, back-and-forth discussion with
residents.
“We’re in a pandemic,” interjected
Councillor Jeff Shamie, “this is the way it
is. We’re doing a formidable job going
through the questions one by one.”
Before the decision on Melville was deferred, Councillor Conrad Peart, urban
planning commissioner for permits and
architecture, said he understood “the hesitancy” of some of the questioners regarding a change in procedure to evaluate
whether a building should be demolished
before the public sees a replacement program.
On the other hand, he maintained, the
city had procedures “in place to evaluate”
both a conforming or non-conforming project, so residents could be “assured” that a
replacement project “will meet these standards set by the city.”
Mayor Smith later told the Independent,
the experience had led to some need for
changes (see separate story at left).

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Yard Worker Available
Weeding, Gardening, Lawn mowing, Raking leaves, Trimming,
Adding Mulch, Yard Cleaning, & Snow shoveling. Contact Vince
at 514-294-5562.

Stairs & Concrete Balcony Solutions
Venetian slate overlay patio stones. 25 years warranty. call: 438931-1520.

Classifieds in the INDEPENDENT
Why list your goods (or services) on fly-by-night, whoknows-who-is-replying websites when you can list (and
sell) locally? Buy a classified in the

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
at www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

$ $ INCOME TAX RETURN $ $

CHARTERED
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT

       

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC.
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
(Proly serving our community over more than 15 years)

Professional Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Services
* Personal & corporate tax returns

* Financial statements, & Bookkeeping

* Tax consultation in home and car deductions
* Consultation-Incorporation/modification/dissolution of corporation
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries

* Planning in family income tax
* T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries
* GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports

Tel.: (514) 227-8765
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B
Montréal, (Québec) H3X 2T8
E-mail: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

4818, rue Sherbrooke Ouest, Westmount, Qc H3Z 1G8

3 Ways to go
1 You are welcome in person at our shop
2 Order online: flore.qc.ca
3 Phone in your order: 514-488-3555
Looking forward to serve you
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Chez Doris is pleased
to announce its first
major fundraising
campaign, “Chez Doris,
Day & Night”, under
the co-presidency of Liz Wirth 
Chairman, M.F. Wirth Rail Bnd
François Carrier
Managing Director
& Head of Investment Banking,
Desjardins Capital Markets

Funds raised through this campaign will allow Chez Doris to offer
a 24-hour continuum of services to a growing number of vulnerable
homeless women.5PBEEUPJUTFYJTUJOHEBZTIFMUFSTFSWJDFT JUXJMM
GVOEUIFMBVODIPGUXPOFXQPJOUTPGTFSWJDF
• An emergency overnight shelter with 22 beds BOE
• A permanent residence offering 26 affordable rental units.
Campaign Cabinet Members
Johanne Berry, C.M.
Manon Chevalier
Carole Croteau
Susan Doherty
Dr. Rose Goldstein
François Lamoureux
François Morin
Lucy Riddell
Marie-Christine Tremblay
Colleen Wicha

CHEZ DORIS, DAY AND NIGHT

Honorary Campaign Committee Members
Sharon Azrieli, C.Q., D.Mus.
Suzanne Fortier, O.C.
Sharon Johnston, C.C.
Dr. Deborah Josephson & Peter Letko
Guylaine Leduc & Claude Mongeau
Sheila Martin
Mila Mulroney
Rita Novalinga
Louise Penny, C.M., O.Q.
Louise Roy, O.C., O.Q.
Emmelle Segal
Manon Vennat, C.M.
Ellen Wallace & David Laidley

To learn more, visit: chezdoris.org
 SVF$IPNFEFZ .POUSÏBM 2VÏCFD ))"t
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Sport-y, and read-y for a famil-y
Westmount
A-dog-tions
Lysanne Fowler

This photograph of Sport
shows how available he is at
the Montreal SPCA kennel.
He is comfy there and well
cared for, yet he is hoping, as
he stands at the door, for a
loving home.
Yes, you can offer Sport
that special “best dog life in
Westmount” that he is waiting
for right now. He is a bit over
four years of age, a young and
strong fellow who is very
friendly and would enjoy the
possibility of a family with
another dog. He is very healthy,
up to date with his inoculations, neutered and microchipped.
Please refer to his identification num ber 46870998
when you visit the Montreal
SPCA website at www.spca.

com and fill out the adoption application
for him on the attached link. Once submitted, you will then be contacted for a
telephone interview, followed by a visit by
appointment at the SPCA.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne

9 Lives
Lysanne Fowler

Mushu Kitten
be contacted for a telephone interview, followed by a visit by appointment at the
SPCA.
Your neighbour, Lysanne

Here he is, Mr. Mushu Adorable!
Such a cutie-face, a tiny black
and grey tabby with light green
eyes. He is growing like a weed,
long legs and skinny tail, ready
for fun from the smallest moments.
Mushu is available right now
for adoption from the Montreal
SPCA cattery, still a growing
kitten on track for his inoculation program, neutering and
microchipping. He is going
into his socialization stage, with
the possibility of being in a
family with another cat and/or
older children.
Please refer to his identification number 46885832 when
you visit the Montreal SPCA
website at www.spca.com and
fill out the adoption application
for him on the attached link.
Once submitted, you will then

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

Arborists you can trust
Expert Tree Services in Montreal and
the West Island since 1992. Over the years,
we have built a reputation for superior
results and great customer service to
residential and commercial customers.

• Pruning
• Dead Wooding
• Tree and Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal and Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling and Bracing

PREVENTATIVE TREATMENTS

514 831-8733

Emergency Work 24/7

Certiﬁed Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro
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Social Notes
Veronica Redgrave

Chez Doris announces campaign
downtown hotel where a block of rooms
are available for its homeless clientele.

Local res Marina Boulos-Winton, executive director of Chez Doris, recently announced the launch of a fundraising campaign.
Led by co-chairs Liz Wirth, chair of
Wirth Rail, and François Carrier, managing director investment banking for Desjardins Capital Markets, “Chez Doris Day
and Night” aims to raise $7.5 million.
Founded in 1977, the current day shelter
for women in difficulty is the only day
shelter for women in Montreal open seven
days a week.
Services include breakfast, lunch and
supper, access to showers, hygiene products, a clothing room, emergency food
bags, respite beds, a telephone information
referral service, a financial management
program, an Inuit assistance program and
housing search assistance.
Health and mental health services, tax
and legal services, and socio-recreational
and educational programs are also offered.
Until this summer, Chez Doris was operating a temporary night shelter from a

Boulos-Winton explained the 2021 plan
“to launch two new points of service: an

emergency overnight shelter with 22 beds
and a permanent residence offering 26 affordable rental units.”
The sign on the current Chez Doris
building on Chomedey St. reads “Edifice
Carole et Andrew Harper,” honouring a
generous 2019 donation by Westmount
resident Andrew Harper, who passed away
last year.
Westmounters on the campaign cabinet
are Marie-Christine Tremblay, Susan Doherty, François Morin, and Westmounters
on the honorary cabinet are Sharon Azrieli,
Ellen Wallace and David Laidley.

ear
rth
t ly delights
C
Choose
a unique creation
Rainbow Sapphire Earrings
$7,500

PA S S I O N AT E J E W E L L E RY S I N C E 1 9 5 4

Rainbow Sapphire Bracelets
Round $7,000 - Square $11,000

Patek Philippe · Parmigiani Fleurier
P
2195 Cresceent Street · 514.848.0595 · KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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Art Scene

Berry and Slonem: Landscapes imagined or real

Heather Black

Waiting for Spring is the title of Judith
Berry’s exhibition of futuristic landscapes
at the McClure Galley.
Painterly scenes of bayou wetlands at
Galerie de Bellefeuille are the work of
Hunt Slonem – famed for his birds and
butterflies. Whether representative or impressionistic, these landscapes raise questions not only about the future of our
planet but also life as we know it.
Uncertain future
The exhibition Waiting for Spring features 26 small- and large-scale paintings
unified by colour, evocative shapes, and
graphic swirls or lines.
Painted in oils, scenes with pockets of
vegetation, while familiar, are contrived
and otherworldly. In “I See the Possibilities,” cedars – some uprooted – bend and
float in the wind encircled by colourful
banners.
The subject of “The Talking Hills” – two
mountains with terraced vegetation and
built forms – evokes both Roman ruins

“I See the Possibilities” by Judith Berry.

and contemporary architecture. Although
the background is gold like the dawn – and
optimistic – the opaque sculptural forms
appear fragile.
Green and orange semicircles extend
from each mountain to suggest launchpads, balconies or perhaps failed com-

You are in good hands

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

Photos of Judith Berry’s work courtesy of Guy L’Heureux.

munication.
In the “Prairie River Triptych,” curved
multicolour shapes resembling paragliders
hover over a park landscape. Although attractive, the parkland is depicted in muted
green rather than fresh, spring lime.
Human interference
Human interference in nature – and
evolution – is also suggested in “The Water
Table” where the key figure – a straw man
sitting opposite a robot – manipulates life
forms, building blocks or chemical bonds.
The future also appears ominous in
“Vomiting Figure” as a black-and-white
clad Harlequin spews red onto an ever-

green.
Whether a prophecy or parody, Berry’s
original imagery is compelling.
Open to multiple interpretations, this
thought-provoking exhibition continues at
the Visual Art Centre until March 27. The
corresponding Online Art Hive is scheduled for 10 am on the closing day.
Louisiana setting
Painted in oil on wood or canvas, Hunt
Slonem’s impressionistic landscapes of the
bayou convey spring.
A strong colourist, the artist depicts lush
marshland vegetation in vibrant cyan,
green and yellow. Textural ridges – formed

AESTHETIC MEDICINE
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENTS
(No medical referral required)

Plan your visit today

514 342.8346

“The Talking Hills” by Judith Berry.

BEAUTY by NEALY
We are open again!
And following all
protocols to create
a safer environment.
Please call Nealy to book
your appointment.

Dr. John P. Rowen
Phlebology
Aesthetic medicine

Bon courage • Be safe
Nealy Chea

Free Parking

We use and sell:

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount
www.xomed.ca | info@xomed.ca

NEALY BEAUTE

elle & lui
SINCE 1990

2040 Decarie (at de Maisonneuve) 514.482.9616
www.esthetiquenealybeaute.com

“Bayou Teche” (2020) by Hunt Slonem
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by scraping paint with a brush handle or
palette knife – recreate the sun’s simmering heat and adds textural interest to each
landscape.
In “Bayou Teche” (2017), wispy strokes
of viridian and cyan evoke budding leaves
against a pale sky. Cobalt-blue and green
trees rise majestically above a lake in
“Bayou Teche” (2020) – now in the gallery
– while the sun’s yellow reflection
shimmers against blue water in “Madewood Bayou La Fouche” (2020).
Slonem’s unique artistry is evident in
all eight bayou landscapes available
through Galerie de Bellefeuille at 1367

Greene Ave.
Spring silence
Slonem’s paintings capture the fragile
– and disappearing – beauty of the bayou,
the location of his Louisiana homes. “My
work is about a last look at a lot of these
things before they disappear forever,” he
once commented.
Although opposite in subject and style,
Berry’s contrived – and man-made – landscapes also convey the planet’s uncertain
future.
But whether real or imagined, these
paintings capture a unique and memorable sense of place.

Water work at
de Mais & Clarke
“The city of Montreal will continue its
rehabilitation work on a primary water
main,” as well as related work on de Maisonneuve at Clarke, according to the city
of Westmount’s website viewed last week,
which also referred readers to an underlying Montreal press release. The work will
begin the week of March 29 and run until
October. Lanes of traffic will be closed from
time to time until June, when de Maisonneuve west to Melville will be closed to all
but local traffic and the bike path diverted
to St. Catherine on weekdays.

Eautech
Irrigation
Éclairage

Happy Easter
and Happy Passover

514-895-8077

info@irrigationeautech.com
www.irrigationeautech.com

LentenJoin
Services
are held
every Thursday in March at 12:30 p..m.
us online
at youtube.com/standrewstpaul

Lenten Chapel
Service, March
25 at
Palm Sunday,
March
255:30 p.m.
Worship Service at 11 a.m.

Good Friday, April 2

Evening Choral Service at 7:30 p.m.
Maundy Thursday,
March 29
Requiem (Giuseppe Verdi) –
Service of Tenebrae with Communion
at 6 p.m.
A&P Choir, instrumentalists,
soloists

Service of Worship at 11 a.m.

Maundy Thursday, April 1
Service of Tenebrae
6 p.m.
Good atFriday

Emily Carr, Forest Glade (Dark
Glade)
Price Realized: $216,000

Mike Nizzola

The Joy of Easter
Palm Sunday, March 28

Marc-Aurèle Fortin, Ste. Rose paysage
Price Realized: $70,800

Morning,
March
h 30 April 4
Easter
Sunday,

Service
Readings, music and meditation on“Son”Rise
the Passio
on
at 119:00
a.m.a.m.
led by the Youth Group
and Sunday
Readings, music
and meditation
Good
Friday Evening, March
h 30School
on the Passion at
11 a.m.in B Minorr – J.S. Bach
Mass

Good Friday, April 2

Easter Sunday, April 4

at 7:10 p.m.
Pre-event talk at 6:45 p.m., OrganService
prelude
of Worship
at 11 a.m.
Choral Service at Music
7:30 p.m.
from the A&P Choir, Brass
and Percussion ensemble

Jean Paul Lemieux, Basse messe, dimanche
Price Realized: $330,400

!,**,+ ,##)*!"** )'#,
-,+*)('&&,%,)"*)# "*  " ",  ),

FREE ART VALUATIONS
for the month of March
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Easter Morning SONrise Service,
e, April 1

Led by the Youth Group and Church School
ol at 8 a.m.

Easter Sunday Service, April
il 1

Holy Communion, with choir, brass, and organ
n at 11 a.m.

STANDREWSTPAUL.COM

3415 REDPATH (CORNER OF SHERBROOKE & BISHOP)

326 DUNDAS STREET WEST TORONTO ONTARIO
RSVP@COWLEYABBOTT.CA 1.866.931.8415
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Client Testimonial

JILL PRÉVOST

“We wouldn’t have been able to
make this move without Jill. She
went above and beyond and we are
forever grateful.” Adriana + Orr

ONCE IN A LIFETIME OPPORTUNITY!

1250 GREENE AVENUE | WESTMOUNT #501
THIS IS IT! Your chance to own a piece of the most coveted building in Montreal! This sun-ﬁlled 5th ﬂoor condo features NW views of the
mountain + sunsets, gourmet kitchen, 2 loggias, 2 garages, locker + fully wired smart-home technology. 1250 Greene Ave. offers an unparalleled
lifestyle with only 19 units in the full-service building, complete with concierge + 24 hour security. Your next chapter awaits! Asking $5,495,000

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me.

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...
Visit all my properties

jillprevost.com
R E A L E S TA T E B R O K E R

514.591.0804
Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest
Real Estate Agency

