
In support of recreation and culture 

Council awards $130,500 to six non-profits 
By Laureen Sweeney Six community organizations are to 

share in a total of $130,500 in annual 
grants awarded by city council at its virtual 
meeting March 15. This compares with 
$143,000 last year when one-time special 
allocations were given to Atwater Library 
and the Contactivity Seniors’ Centre but it 
is up from $128,000 in 2019. 

This year’s grants were announced as 
follows, with the 2020 amount in brackets: 

Atwater Library: $25,560 to help •
finance its operating costs ($45,500); 
Centre Greene: $10,000 to help •
finance its operating costs ($7,000); 
Contactivity Centre: $75,000 to help •
finance its operating costs ($140,000); 
Visual Arts Centre: $4,823 for services •
provided to the city ($6,500); 

Westmount Historical Association: •
$3,375 to help finance its operating 
costs ($6,000); 
Westmount YMCA: $11,742 for •
programs provided to the city and the 
community at large ($13,500). 
“I know these groups are working very 

hard in very challenging times,” said Coun-
cillor Mary Gallery, Westmount’s commis-
sioner of library, culture, sports and recre-
ation. 

The supporting grants are given for rec-
reation and culture to local non-profit com-
munity groups and organizations that pro-
vide services that the city does not. Appli-
cations for this year’s grants were reviewed 
by the administration and the general com-
mittee of council.

Hard-surface tennis courts to open April 12 

City’s camps, tennis lessons, 
soccer training get okay for summer 
By Laureen Sweeney 

An updated Sports and Recreation bro-
chure is expected to be available this week 
offering information on the department’s 
programs for summer camps and tennis 
lessons as well as soccer training involving 
eight or fewer participants, according to 

department director Dave Lapointe. 
The updates coincide with a city an-

nouncement March 25 that the city’s hard-
surface tennis courts would open Monday, 
April 12 for general use under strict 
COVID restrictions, temperature permit-
ting. This year, one of the courts near the 
Westmount recreation centre will be dedi-
cated to pickleball rather than providing it 
as a tennis option. 

The department received many calls as 
soon as the Quebec government an-
nounced that some gyms would be allowed 

to open by March 26, Lapointe said. 
The changes did not apply to any of the 

city’s in-person fitness-type programs, 
however, “so it looks like we’ll run with 
[only] the Zoom programs. Unfortunately, 
we’ve done everything we’ve been given 
permission to do.” 

Permission had already given for the 
summer camps based on bubble groups 
and other restrictions, so the city is already 
planning on that, he emphasized, repeat-
ing what was reported the week before (see 
story March 16, p. 1).

Done with snow? 

“Good riddance”? Or “thank you” for a job well 
done, right till the end? “Let’s hope we won’t 
need one of these for a while,” said one 
Westmounter. This shovel was spotted on 
Sherbrooke St. near Lansdowne March 24. 

Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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C. 704-1063
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Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

Contracts awarded to prep 
city’s fields, parks for 

summer. See p. 14

GINETTE & 
JEFF STEELE

1 450 829-3852 
Happily in service since 1979
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Refrigerated rink ‘well used’ 
By Laureen Sweeney 

With removal of the refrigerated rink 
March 15 in Westmount Park, a daily tabu-
lation of its use last week revealed just how 
busy it had been, Sports and Recreation di-
rector Dave Lapointe said last week. 

On an average basis, 190 skaters a day 
were recorded over the busiest period from 
December 27 to January 4, the last day of 
most school holidays. “It was very, very 
busy,” he said. Its use was limited to 20 
skaters an hour. 

The daily numbers averaged 135 in De-
cember, declining to 79 in January when 
the night lights were turned off at 7:30 pm 

with the onset January 9 of the COVID cur-
few and to 48 in February. 

These numbers were recorded by stu-
dent monitors hired by the city to supervise 
the pandemic social distancing restric-
tions. 

The rink had been set up for the time 
of its rental period of November 15 to 
March 15. 

The city had rented the rink at a total 
cost of $99,993 including tax credits to pro-
vide residents with an opportunity to ac-
cess as many outdoor activities as possible 
during the COVID restrictions, including 
the toboggan run in King George (Murray) 
Park (see story October 13, p. 1). 

The site of the refrigerated outdoor rink on March 25. Photo: Independent.. 



Allowing for more, larger ones 

No zoning register required for restaurant changes 
By Laureen Sweeney 

In the absence of any applications to 
hold a zoning register in opposition to the 
city’s proposed lifting of restaurant restric-
tions in the commercial districts, draft By-
law 1568 is expected to be approved at the 
council meeting April 6. It amends zoning 
By-law 1303. 

Councillor Cynthia Lulham, whose 
urban planning commissionership in-

cludes zoning and economic development, 
released the results last week after the 
deadline March 17 for people to apply for 
a register from the affected zones leading 
to a possible referendum. 

The draft by-law removes longstanding 
restrictions on the numbers, types and 
sizes of restaurants in the five commercial 
zones in Victoria village and three in the 
Greene/St. Catherine district. In the 
Greene area, a previous regulation has also 

been lifted that required table service (see 
story January 26, p. 1). 

Lulham has consistently maintained 
that the city wanted to remove the restric-
tions to be prepared for the opening of 
more and larger restaurants to help revital-
ize the commercial areas. 

This results from a survey of all resi-
dents in December 2019 in which 80 per-
cent of the 737 respondents agreed with 
allowing more restaurants. 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – March 30, 2021 – 3

Letters, p. 6 

Police Report, p. 18 

Westmount 
A-dog-tions, p. 22 

9 Lives, p. 22 

Social Notes: 
Bronfmans support 
contemporary art, p. 21

The Myriade café on Victoria, background left, and Boss Grill on Somerville, right, both opened 
in Victoria village last year, as seen March 25. Photo: Independent

Celebrate Easter with Mountainside United Church! 
Join us online for a virtual celebration of Holy Week 

April 2, Good Friday – 7:30 p.m. 
“To Remember and Mourn” 

April 4, Easter Sunday – 10:30 a.m. 
Holy Communion, with Choral Music and Trumpeter 

For more information go to www.mountainsideunited.ca

Westmount adjacent 
Trafalgar Road 
Gorgeous cottage in cul-de-sac. 

Idyllic location. 4 bedrooms, 
double garage. 

$1,495,000 
MLS 25318925 

Anne Marcoux 
Courtier Immobilier 

514-969-8619

NEW PRICE 
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priority 
groups

You can now learn about 
the vaccination 

sequence planned 
for your area and book 

your appointment online.

Québec.ca/COVIDvaccine

 1 877 644-4545

The vaccine. A safe way to protect ourselves.
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The stuffed menagerie/dashboard zoo 

A large group of stuffed animals on the dashboard of a truck parked on Arlington March 22. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

10 Redpath-Court

328 Victoria Avenue | Westmount

738 rue St-Paul O. #1506 2460 Ste-Cunegonde #205

2147 Vendôme Avenue #21 | NDG

SUCCESSFULLY SOLD

RECENTLY LISTED

LISTED & SOLD BY BRIGID LISTED & SOLD BY BRIGID

BRIGID SCULLION
L U X U R Y  R E A L  E S T A T E

514.235.7878

dream home ideal buyer

INTRODUCING

Identifying 
St. Joseph’s guest 

“Can one of your readers help me identify the 
bird nesting on a ledge of the Oratory?” wrote 
reader Harry Bloomfield (hbloomfield@field
bloom.com) about this bird, pictured on 
March 15. Photo courtesy of H. Bloomfield.
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A man for all seasons 
The gentleman seen wearing shorts in 
your “Spring is here” photo (March 23, p. 
1) was also wearing gloves. He wasn’t quite 
committed to spring yet. He is “a man for 
all seasons.” 

Robin C. Morton, downtown 
Editor’s reply: Or maybe just two? – DP. 

Compost collection points 
for Westmount, please 

The Ville de Montréal has established a 
number of food waste collection points in 
city neighbourhoods like the one pictured 
above right on St. Ambroise near de Cour-
celle. Westmount is offering bins and curb-
side pick-up service for apartment build-

ings with 9 to 30 units under phase 2 of its 
composting programme, but not all small 
buildings have the space for storing food 
waste. In these buildings, residents who 
want to compost have few options. 

I encourage Public Works to seriously 
consider including compost collection 
points as part of Westmount’s efforts to re-
duce the amount of organic waste going to 
landfill, where it generates methane, a 
powerful greenhouse gas. 

Marie-Christine Dufour, 
Victoria Ave. 

Thanks for the 
loading zone 

Thank you, Mr. Bruce St. Louis [interim 
assistant director general], for your rapid 
response on setting up the loading zone 
for the National grocery store on Sher-
brooke. 

Although recommended by the Trans-
portation Advisory Committee seven 
months ago, the intended action was never 
taken. After receiving my note, within 
hours, you had Public Works put up the 
signs for the 10-minute zone. I greatly ap-
preciate your take-charge approach to get-
ting things done. 

Thank you again and welcome back to 
Westmount as interim assistant director 
general. 

Denis Biro, Burton Ave. 

Control the retail 
rents, please 

One idea that keeps coming to me is for 
the city to put in rent control for business 

premises. Obviously, landlords should be 
able to make a profit and have adequate 
rental income to apply to repairs, renova-
tions and good maintenance. However, in 
our two shopping areas, rent increases for 
good tenants have been exorbitant and re-
sulted in businesses leaving. So shopping 
areas that are convenient for Westmount 
residents, that could be a commercial suc-
cess, are now devoid of many former busi-
nesses. 

I wish we had instituted rent control for 
these properties years ago! 

Carla Laufer, Victoria Ave. 
Editor’s note: The mayor has explained in 
the past (see April 9, 2019, p. 3) that the city 
does not have the power to implement rent 
controls. – DP 

Letters to the Editor

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 

Editor 
David Price: 514.935.4537 

editor@westmountindependent.com 

Chief reporter 
Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics 
Ted Sancton 

Advertising sales 
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567 

advertising@westmountindependent.com 

Classified ads 
www.westendclassifieds.com 

Accounting 
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138 

office@westmountindependent.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please 
limit them to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for publication 
the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to make 
subsequently submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in every 
issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 
Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you do 
not live in Westmount), but not your address (unless you want it published). 

14,500+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions 
(13,500+ in COVID times due to closed municipal buildings) 

Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 
Owned and published by: 

Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

We welcome 
your letters 

We welcome your letters but 
reserve the right to choose 

and edit them. Please limit to 
300 words and submit before 
Friday 10 am to be considered 
for publication the following 

week. 

email us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com

Photo: Ralph Thompson
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WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 

corner Grosvenor

514 933-8556

Professional mechanical & body shop

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

We are 
COVID 

conscious! 
New service: 

•	Pick-up & delivery of 
your vehicle at your house! 
•�Tire change (summer tires are now legal) 
•�Oil change •�Any other mechanical 

or body issue 

Payment by: •�e-transfer •�credit 
card over the telephone •�touchless 

Other new services 
•�Touchless payment for gasoline or any 

other in-person, at-station service 
•�Change your flat tire while you wait 

in the car – a Westmount pit stop

Convenient location 
Better-than-dealer pricing

Grace Dart Foundation 
donates $300,000 to Neuro 

The Grace Dart Foundation announced 
March 15 that it is donating $300,000 over 
two years to The Montreal Neurological In-
stitute-Hospital (“the Neuro”) in support 
of the Neuro-CareAxis Spine Program for 
Seniors. 

The funds aim to help create a “virtual 
care module” enabling physiotherapists to 
offer telemedicine, personalized online ex-
ercise plans and a pilot program for in-
home surgical assessment and follow-up. 

“Spine pain disproportionately impacts 
the elderly,” said a press release the same 
day. 

“Patients can spend six months or more 
in pain waiting for a surgical consultation 

only to learn they are not a candidate for 
surgery and should be treated through 
physiotherapy. Many seniors also face age-
related barriers to care, which have sig -
nificantly worsened due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.” 

The Grace Dart Foundation aims to 
support warm and personal environments 
for the well-being of the elderly through its 
various donation efforts in five areas of giv-
ing: basic needs, loneliness and isolation, 
socialization and personal development, 
cognitive disorders, and living environ-
ment. 

It has been located on Greene Ave. since 
September.

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 

514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children



Pedestrian corridor also sought 

Mark shared bike lanes on 
Sherbrooke St.: Lambert 
By Laureen Sweeney 

If at first you don’t succeed, try, try 
again, according to the adage based on a 
spider’s determined re-building of its web. 

And, after several years of asking for a 
dedicated bike path on Sherbrooke, a sug-
gestion to at least paint bicycle symbols on 
the street met with a more receptive reply 

from Mayor Christina Smith at the city 
council meeting March 15. 

“Sherbrooke remains a very hostile en-
vironment for residents who choose to 
travel by bicycle,” explained Dan Lambert, 
president of the Association of Pedestrians 
and Cyclists of Westmount. 

He said in a question submitted to the 
virtual meeting that drivers impatiently 
honk, pass too close or shout at cyclists to 
get off the road. 

“To at least inform drivers that cyclists 
have the legal right to ride on Sherbrooke, 
will the city paint chevrons with bike sym-
bols along the right-hand driving lanes?” 
he asked. 

Calling it a “good and timely recom-
mendation,” Mayor Smith said the city 
would look at how it might be integrated. 

Councillor Philip Cutler said he would 
be happy to bring it up to the Transporta-
tion Advisory Committee, adding that it 
might lead to a discussion and policy on 
the matter. 

Lambert also stated that at the January 
18 meeting he had raised the issue of find-
ing an “alternative corridor” for pedes-
trians, joggers and users of wheelchairs 
heading east to Greene during the closure 
this summer of de Maisonneuve with its 
pedestrian corridor between Melville and 
Clarke for water main work. He was sug-
gesting a parallel corridor on the south side 
of Sherbrooke along to those blocks. 

According to the city’s website, the 
Clarke/de Maisonneuve water main work 
will begin the week of March 29 and run 
until October. Lanes of traffic will be closed 
from time to time until June, when de Mai-
sonneuve west to Melville will be closed to 
all but local traffic and the bike path di-
verted to St. Catherine on weekdays (see 
March 23, p. 19).
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RE/MAX Action Inc Agency – Westmount

ANNE-MARIE LARUE 
514-919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

EVI HO 
514-862-7718 

eviho@outlook.com

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
We welcome your calls !

Services Immobiliers F&A Armstrong Inc.
Agence Immobilière

WESTMOUNT
RETAIL AND OFFICE 
OPPORTUNITIES

Michael Doroshenko
Commercial Real Estate Broker

514-824-2278 •
mdoroshenko@cromwellmgt.ca •

faarmstrong.ca •
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Bike symbols suggested for shared lanes on Sherbrooke. Courtesy of Dan Lambert.

A cyclist on Sherbrooke mid-afternoon on March 25. He did not have many fellow cyclists for 
company, despite the beautiful day. Photo: Independent

Esti Jedeikin 
514.594.7701 

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible pour répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers
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Golden Mile | Ideal Home Alternative
The Linton. Impeccable 3400 ft2 residence. 11’ 

ceilings, main fl oor, private terrace, 2 garages.

$2,895,000

3D TOUR
MLS 22375446

WESTMOUNT | Church Hill Ave.
2-storey, 1990 ft2 near schools, synagogue, 

church, park. 4 bdrms. Parking. 2 terraces.

$1,495,000 MLS  24630558

KAREN KARPMAN
Real Estate Broker

KARENKARPMAN.COM

514.497.8218 | KKARPMAN@SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA 
sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency. *With conditions. Asking price.

Quebec - La Malbaie | Cap-à-L’Aigle
Magnifi cent 2-home estate with tennis, pool 

and expansive grounds facing the St. Lawrence. 

$1,954,000 MLS  13204630

NEW TO MARKET

Plateau-Mont-Royal | Rue St-Christophe
Like something diff erent? Exciting 4-storey 

with soaring ceilings & great location. Parking.

$1,395,000

NEW TO MARKET

3D TOUR
MLS 11042932

Ville-Marie | Habitat ’67
2-story, renovated, 2 bed, 2 bath with 

view of the water and 2094 ft2. Garage.

SOLD

Golden Square Mile | The Linton
Gut renovated fabulous 1 bed, 1+1 bath 

loft. One of a kind. 1250 ft2.

$829,000

3D TOUR
MLS 13094630

Golden Square Mile | The Linton
Modern classic. Beautifully renovated

1 bed, 1+1 bath. 985 ft2. Garage.

$725,000

3D TOUR
MLS 10874377

Ville Marie | Ideal condo
Ideal for professional or as investment.

1 bed, 1 bath in luxury complex.

SOLD BY KAREN

Ville-Marie | Adj. Westmount
2-storey, 2118 ft2, beautiful fi nishes, 2 bed, 

2+1 baths, garage, pkg & large terrace.

$3,985/mo MLS  26660833

NEW TO MARKET

WESTMOUNT | 200 Lansdowne
Gut renovated, sunny 1511 ft2, 2 bed, 2 bath. 

Stunning fi nishes, open concept. Balcony, Gar.

$1,235,000 MLS  16596137

NEW PRICE

Golden Square Mile | The Linton
Great downsize option, spacious 3 bed,

2 bath, 1875 ft2. Update & fall in love! Gar.

$1,095,000* MLS 21341323

ACCEPTED OFFER*

Golden Square Mile | Designer condo
Roc Fleuri - Custom luxury fi nishes, Very 

sunny, View, 1344 ft2, 2 bed, 2 bath. 2 garages.

$1,085,000

3D TOUR
MLS 18895892

NEW TO MARKET

Ville-Marie | Affordable Luxury
Luxury complex, 1 bed, 1 bath, 820 ft2, gar, 

balcony. Ideal lifestyle &/or investment.

$479,000* MLS 20145794

ACCEPTED OFFER*

Golden Square Mile | Le Chateau
A “Golden” Opportunity to make a solid investment 

& renovate this 1565 ft2  beauty in a coveted complex.

$714,500 MLS 25651848

NEW TO MARKET

“If you ever need anyone to testify to your diligence, your creativity, your sense of
responsibility, your integrity, your reliability, and your vision - all done with a warm, light 
and personal touch, please put the two of us at the top of the list!” — Westmount Seller

Ville-Marie | Habitat ’67
On the water, private entrance, 3-storey, 

open 1 bed + den. Multiple terraces. 3 gar.

$1,295,000* MLS  11303144

ACCEPTED OFFER*
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Going, going … 

Above: the conventional rink at the Queen Elizabeth Gardens at Sherbrooke and Wood is almost gone, as seen March 19 and 25, while the toboggan run at King George (Murray) Park, below, is 
holding up more to the sun and heat, as seen on the same days. Photos: Independent.
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Warmer times beckon 

Preparing playing fields, parks for spring/summer use 
By Laureen Sweeney 

With the onset of warmer weather, the 
city’s playing fields as well as parks and 
greenspaces are set to undergo preparation 
now that city council awarded two 
contracts for their maintenance at its meet-
ing March 15. 

The first contract, for maintenance of 
the soccer and other playing fields, went 
to Techniparc (9032-2454 Quebec Inc.) for 
$79,722, including tax credits. The second, 

for parks and greenspaces, went to NCR 
Landscaping Inc. at a cost of $215,973 in-
cluding tax credits. 

This one included a three-year option 
listed at a maximum of $723,841 taxes in-
cluded. 

Inclusions 

This work on the parks and greenspaces 
was detailed by Councillor Cynthia Lulham 
to include landscaping, labour, equipment 
and supervision required to maintain the 
parks and green spaces identified in the 
specifications. 

The work will take place from April to 

November. 
It also calls for the maintenance of pub-

lic stairs, hedges, planting beds, shrubs 
and perennials as well as annual flower 
beds, bulbs, hanging baskets, the planting 
areas of sidewalk bump-outs and public 
squares, and the installation or removal of 
snow fences for winter protection. 

While this year the city has separated 
out the “supply of annual plants” from the 
contract awarded in previous years, the 
supply of these plants is combined with 
the plant order for the horticulture team 
in a separate contract as already awarded 
(see story February 23, p. 5).

The finest 
retirement 
lifestyle is 

available at... 

Westmount’s 

Good living 
comes 

with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate 
comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs 

24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED SUITES at affordable rentals. 

4430 St. Catherine West 
514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com 

A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

3 Ways to go 
1 You are welcome in person at our shop 

2 Order online: flore.qc.ca 
3 Phone in your order: 514-488-3555 

Looking forward to serve you

4818, rue Sherbrooke Ouest, Westmount, Qc H3Z 1G8

ART APPRAISAL 
PILAR SHEPHARD, bfa, ma, 

cert. museology, cert. appraisal, nyu, 
is a highly qualified and 

experienced appraiser of Fine Art, 
Paintings, Sculpture, Objects d’Art, 

Antiques and Fine Furniture. 

insurance • estates • collections 
family settlements • asset evaluation 

and other purposes. 

514-303-5182 
gallery@pilarshephard.com 

www.pilarshephard.com

The junior soccer fields in Westmount Park on March 25. Photo: Independent

The Good…
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3634-3638 Av Coloniale 
Le Plateau-Mont-Royal. 

Triplex with revenue over $85,000/year. 
Asking price $1,988,000

Xinfa Wen
Residential Real Estate Broker 

438.725.1998 
wenxinfa123 

Xinfa@luxurymtl.com 

Mark Reiner 
Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker 

514.497.6252 
Mark@luxurymtl.com

,  
Your reliable local 
Chinese broker

NEW

3373 The Boulevard 
Sun filled living room, spacious master 

bedroom, home cinema basement 
Asking $2,680,000

NEW

470 Cote Saint Antoine 
Corner property, spacious, 

attached garage $2,099,000 
Book your visit today!

NEW

4476 St Catherine apt 404 
Spacious, sun filled, water views. $849,000

3241 Cedar Avenue 
Sold in 14 days, multiple offers

JUST SOLD

510 Prince Albert 
Sold in 7 days, multiple offers

SOLD

Thinking of Selling? 
We Have Buyers!

NEW

luxurymtl.comAgence immobiliere

Vice Président 
Immeubles Montria

Areas of King George (Murray) Park that appear to need work, as seen March 26. Photos: Ralph Thompson.

…the Bad… …and the Ugly
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Andy Dodge & Associates 
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4 

Tel: 514-482-8560 www.andydodgeassociates.com 
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data 
about Westmount real estate

The following 14 requests for demoli-
tion, exterior construction, alteration and 
renovation were approved at the March 15 
meeting of the city council. There was 1 
conditional approval and 1 refusal. 

Approved 

732 Lexington: to replace storm windows 
and a door provided the proposed storms 
match the existing original ones; 

420 Mount Stephen: to modify existing 

openings and to install a new window 
on the rear façade; 

28 Summit Cresc.: to reinforce the retain-
ing walls and create new ones in the rear 
yard; 

4825 Sherbrooke: to modify the front fa-
çade storefront in order to install new 
sliding doors; 

775 Lexington: at a Category I house, to do 
landscaping work and install a new pool 
and pergola in the rear yard; 

3217 The Boulevard: to install a new pool 
in the side yard; 

4298 Montrose: to replace windows and 
doors; 

50 Aberdeen: at a Category I house, to cre-
ate a new window opening on the rear 
façade; 

451 Strathcona: to build a new deck in the 
rear yard; 

37 Windsor: to replace a patio door and 
door leading to a front balcony; 

638 Murray Hill: to repair a section of the 
roof as per option 2 of the application; 

95 Côte St. Antoine: at Selwyn House 
School, a Category I building, to replace 
a fence in the front yard facing Argyle 
Ave.; 

33 Rosemount: to modify a roof terrasse 
on the garage; 

3215 The Boulevard: to replace windows 
provided the divided lites of the pro-
posed windows match those already 
existing. 

Conditional approval 

One permit received “conditional appro-
val” given what was described as “the state 
of structural failure of the rear portion of 
the building. 

49 Aberdeen: at a Category I house, to 
add a single-storey and split-level addition 
on the rear and lateral facades provided 
that 1) the proposed new stone (Adiron-

dack sandstone) be similar to the existing 
stone in type, dimensions, tone and tex-
ture; and 2) that the proposed windows be 
in wood and recessed in the openings as 
per the placement of the existing ones. 

It was further noted that the stone from 
a demolished section be reused in the pro-
posed addition “and considering that the 
addition harmonizes with the existing 
structures and the stylistic concept of the 
architecture.” 

Refused 

4333 Sherbrooke: at city hall, a Category 
I building, to revoke a part of last year’s 
permit that called for portions of copper 
around the crenellated top row of stones 
of the coronet of the castle-like roof. Coun-
cillor Conrad Peart said the city wanted to 
treat itself “in the same way it would others 
and where we hold ourselves to the same 
high standards.”

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

Council approves 14 permits at March 15 meeting, 1 conditional OK, refuses 1

building permits M What’s permitted

A portion of city hall’s roof on March 19 showing 
scaffolding and one of the temporary staircases for 
workers, viewed from Kensington Ave. Photo: Independent
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shakes • sandwiches

lartglacier.ca lArtGlacier

Spring cleaning 

Seen on Sherbrooke St. near Victoria: “Kids who clean – My name is Taylor and I’m 8 years old. 
I’m on a mission to keep our streets clean as the snow melts. If your a kid and want to help, ask 
your mom or dad to call my mom and we will tell you how. 514-241-1890 #kid who clean” 

Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Wrong way on Park Place 

This car was seen going the wrong way on Park Place March 17. Photo: Independent.



Police Report: Credit card fraud averted following theft of wallet 
By Martin C. Barry 

A worker at an office on Sherbrooke 
near the corner of Grosvenor whose wallet 
was stolen on March 19, then reported it 
almost immediately to her bank, learned 
that the perpetrator tried unsuccessfully to 
use her credit cards in the few hours since 
the theft. 

According to an account of the incident 
provided to police at Station 12, the victim 

had just finished making change for a cus-
tomer and had left the front area for 
another room. 

“When she came back, she noticed that 
the wallet was gone,” said Station 12 com-
munity relations officer Adalbert Pimentel. 

He said the suspect tried to use one of 
the cards before they were reported stolen, 
but was unable to because he didn’t know 
the PIN number. 

By the time the card owner realized the 
wallet and cards were missing and notified 
her bank, the bank told her there had been 
three attempts to use the card with incor-
rect PIN numbers, after which the card 
was automatically cancelled. 

Pimentel said the best thing anyone 
who has lost or misplaced their wallet can 
do, whether or not it has been stolen, is to 
immediately notify the bank or credit card 
issuers. 

Identity theft foiled 

Sharp-eyed bank employees were able 
to prevent an identity theft involving 
branches in Westmount and Laval just 
north of Montreal on March 22. 

According to Pimentel, the victim re-

ceived a call that day from the manager of 
his bank branch, informing him that a sus-
pect identifying himself with the victim’s 
name had been at the branch and at-
tempted to change the phone number in 
the account information. 

“The manager found that abnormal and 
so did not follow through with the request,” 
said Pimentel. 

That same day, the suspect went to a dif-
ferent branch of the bank, in Laval. There, 
he allegedly identified himself with identifi-
cation pieces bearing the name of the  victim, 
although with a photo of someone else. 

The suspect told staff at the Laval 
branch that he wanted them to create a 
new debit card to replace an older one in 
his possession. 

However, a bank employee noticed that 
the card holder was a man in his 60s and 
the person claiming to be him seemed 
much younger. As a result, the request was 
declined. 

Despite the proliferation of online fraud 
and data breaches over the internet, Pi-
mentel said that anyone who wants to safe-
guard against I.D. theft should simply de-
stroy all personal and financial documents 

(including bills, statements and correspon-
dence) in an electric shredder before dis-
posing of them in the recycling bin or the 
garbage. 

COVID quarantine okay 

As in past weeks, officers from Station 
12 continued last week to carry out inspec-
tion visits at the Westmount homes of 
families and individuals recently returned 
from abroad and who are expected to fol-
low COVID-19 14-day quarantine rules. 

A visit by the police to a Grosvenor Ave. 
home on March 19 revealed that everyone 
in the household had been following the 
quarantine regulations and their paper-
work was all in order.
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$ $ INCOME TAX RETURN $ $

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC.
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)

(Pro ly serving our community over more than 15 years)

Professional Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Services

* Personal & corporate tax returns * Financial statements, & Bookkeeping

* Tax consultation in home and car deductions * Planning in family income tax
* Consultation-Incorporation/modification/dissolution of corporation * T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries * GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports

Tel.: (514) 227-8765
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B

Montréal, (Québec) H3X 2T8
E-mail: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

CHARTERED
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX 
Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST 
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario 

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation, 
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP) 

514 503-7719 
info@hkltax.com 

https://hkltax.com 
1434 Sainte-Catherine West 
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Street cleaning 
starts April 1 

The city posted a reminder to its 
website last week stating that its regular 
street cleaning would begin Thursday, 
April 1 and continue until November 
30. Check your street for its schedule!

Anti-mask and anti-vaccine demonstrators, and 
police, were on St. Catherine St. at Melville (left) 
and Sher brooke at Melville (right) March 27. 
Photos courtesy of Sam Beitel (left) and Joseph McKeown (right).
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LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Yard Worker Available 

Weeding, Gardening, Lawn mowing, Raking leaves, 
Trimming, Adding Mulch, Yard Cleaning, & Snow 
shoveling. Contact Vince at 514-294-5562. 

Office Space to Sublet 
Approx 963 square feet, Mountain view, #1 Westmount 
Square, May 1, 2021 to May 31, 2022. Willing to sublet 
at 50% of the cost. Contact Atauby@albert-t.com

Classifieds in the INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on fly-by-night, who-
knows-who-is-replying websites when you can list (and 

sell) locally? Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at www.westendclassifieds.com 

Buy locally to sell locally

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience with 

Arevco Lighting in Westmount 
In-home service • Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 514-582-3906

4898 de Maisonneuve fenced off 

In the last week’s issue (p. RE-24), we wrote that all was “quiet on Westmount’s ‘Western Front,’” 
meaning that the construction site of two “grand” townhouses and six townhouses at 4898 de 
Maisonneuve (corner Prince Albert) was not active. No sooner had last week’s paper hit the 
streets, than we noticed that a fence had been put up around the property (above). Then, on 
March 29, a tree-cutting crew came to cut down the tree of front of the current parking lot and 
future site of the grand townhouses (below). Photos: Independent

We can photograph 
your roof drains, 
with our drone, 
before a blockage 

ruins your 
house 
& its 
contents!

PhotoImagerie Inc. 
Conducts legal drone operations • Advanced drone pilot certi cate 
Transport Canada approved • Certain restrictions apply 

photoimagerie@gmail.com

Good news 
for this client

10:30 am 9:15 am



Why are we still 
burning wood in 
Westmount? 

Environment Canada has said that in 
Quebec wood burning is the main source 
of fine particles contributing to winter 
smog, and the World Health Organization 
has clearly established that fine particles 
from wood burning are carcinogenic. 

Experts at Asthma UK and the British 
Lung Foundation have cited growing evi-
dence of air pollution links to heart and 
lung disease, diabetes, dementia and de-
pression. The US Environmental Protec-
tion Agency concluded in a 2019 study that 
the lifetime cancer risk from wood stove 
smoke is 12 times greater than that from 
an equal volume of second-hand tobacco 
smoke. In light of these serious health and 
environmental issues linked to wood burn-
ing, I asked Westmount council at its De-
cember meeting why Westmount has not 
banned the use of wood burning ap-
pliances and fireplaces, as Montreal did. 

Awareness campaign? 

Marina Brzeski, the councillor in charge 
of environmental matters, responded that 
this issue was discussed by Westmount 
council about a year ago and, although it is 
true that particles emitted by wood burning 
are an air pollutant, rather than create a by-
law to restrict or eliminate their use, it was 
decided to create awareness campaigns to 
communicate the dangers to residents and 
to encourage them to curb their use. 

Councillor Brzeski maintained that 
wood burning is not prevalent in West-
mount and suggested that if your neigh-
bours are burning wood you might want 
to build awareness with them. However, I 
could not find information on the usage of 
fireplaces or the dangers of wood burning 
on the city’s website. Councillor Brzeski 
also mentioned that the Montreal Metro-
politan Community is looking at harmon-
izing regulations and Westmount will 
leave this process up to them. 

Two years after I initially raised the 
issue of wood burning and its health and 
environmental impacts to the city, nothing 
has been done. The awareness campaign 
that the council discussed over a year ago 
has not been set up, nor has any attempt 
been made to survey residents on the ex-
tent of wood burning in Westmount, resi-
dents’ awareness of the health and envi-
ronmental impacts of burning wood or 
their support for a by-law similar to Mon-
treal’s existing by-law. 

We are so concerned over second-hand 
cigarette smoke. Yet, we don’t have the 
same concerns about second-hand smoke 

from wood burning, even though it is 
worse for our health. Wood smoke is 
highly toxic, especially for those who are 
doing the burning. Moreover, there is no 
practical way to prevent wood smoke from 
seeping into nearby homes. 

This is all about rights and responsibil-
ities; the right to clean air and the respon-
sibility to ensure you aren’t harming your 
neighbours. The city of Montreal has rec-
ognized this and so why can’t the city of 
Westmount do the same? 

If you agree that Westmount city coun-
cil should, without delay, pass a by-law con-
cerning the use of wood burning ap-
pliances and fireplaces, similar to Mon-
treal’s by-law, please make your opinion 
known by sending an email to Mayor 
Christina Smith at csmith@westmount.
org, Councillor Marina mbrzeski@west-
mount.org or to your city councillor. 

Penny Westman is a committee member of 
the Westmount Healthy City Project.
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Penny Westman

From the Indie’s archives: 
September 8, 2015 

Wood-burning 
stoves, fireplaces 
spared from ban 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Westmounters who enjoy lighting 
up the fireplace will not be affected by 
a recent Montreal by-law prohibiting 
the use of traditional wood-burning 
stoves and fireplace wood that do not 
meet new emission standards. 

Councillor Cynthia Lulham, [then] 
commissioner of parks and sustainabil-
ity, said last week that Westmount saw 
no need to adopt the same measures, a 
position also taken by other demerged 
municipalities, where wood is not com-
monly used to heat homes. 

Montreal’s by-law ban was adopted 
August 17 [2015] and applies to all wood-
burning devices that do not use cleaner 
alternatives than wood. These include 
gas-fired units or pellet burning stoves. 
It applies after October 1, 2018. 

“What drove this change was people 
using wood-burning stoves for heat-
ing,” Lulham explained. “I’d be sur-
prised if any home in Westmount is 
heated this way.” 

See our September 8, 2015 issue, p. 1, 
for the rest of this story.
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Contemporary art, contemporary program 

Local philanthropists Claudine and Ste-
phen Bronfman are moving into their 11th 
successful year of SéminArts. Founded in 
2010 by the Claudine and Stephen Bronf-
man Family Foundation in collaboration 
with the Musée d’art contemporain de 
Montréal (MAC), the program is an intro-
duction to collecting contemporary art. It 
aims to empower all those who aspire – 
but possibly haven’t yet dared – to build 
their own collection. 

It is a marvellous opportunity for partici-
pants to demystify this sometimes-intimi-
dating world. The series includes The Mu-
seum Collection; meeting with a curator of 
the MAC to learn what and why the organ-
ization collects. Then you can stream The 
Artists, and learn how they develop their 
work, a great opportunity to “visit” a studio! 

The Gallerists explains the role of a gal-
lerist and how to buy art. The Private Col-
lectors presents how to start a collection as 
an individual, and what it means to buy 
and own artwork. The Corporate Collec-
tion involves meeting the curator of a cor-

porate collection, who describes why and 
how a company collects contemporary art. 
SéminArts started March 10, 7 to 8:30 pm. 
but it’s never too late! A lovely way to end 
your at-home evening. Mac.org. 

PS With the arrival of spring days, you 
can visit local galleries and museums with-
out mitts, gloves and puffy winter coats!

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W
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Hugging Orio 

Orio has such a sweet face. A delightful 
growing kitten, he is so adorable in his 
white shorthaired coat and black accents, 
with huge green eyes and pink nose. He is 
very loving, cuddling and purring easily. 

As he is at the Montreal SPCA cattery, 
he is not in a home environment so he is 
fearful at times, expecting that when he 
transitions to a home he will be more con-
fident. 

Orio is very healthy but he suffers from 
ataxia, which makes it important that he 
keep away from stairs and remain an in-
door-only cat. Thinking of small details, 
his litter box will have to be a lower sided 
one as his balance is not always perfect. 

Westmounters have a wealth of knowl-
edge and experience with their pets, accept-
ing and adapting to health needs easily, so 
I have no worries that Orio will not be 
chosen because he is not “perfect.” 

Orio is growing still, so on his program 
for inoculations, he is neutered and micro-
chipped. Please refer to his identification 
number 4661961 when you visit the Mon-

treal SPCA website at www.spca.com and 
fill out the adoption application for him on 
the attached link. Once submitted, you will 
then be contacted for a telephone inter-
view, followed by a visit by appointment at 
the SPCA. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Roxy will go 
from Miss Shy to 
Miss Confident 

If you look at this precious photograph, 
towards the lower left you can see the 
shadow of the companion’s hand, holding 
out the best treat ever for this cute shot! 
Yes, Roxy may be a shy girlie but she is on 
her way to a being most confident white-
and-caramel shorthaired sporting com-
panion. 

Still young at two years and 10 months 
of age, she is at the Montreal SPCA kennel 
and is waiting for a family where she will 
be a single pet with adults. We know that 
so many dogs suffer before the process of 
re-homing and adoption, we cannot look 
the other way at what kindness and pa-
tience can bring forth in them as they settle 
in to a new life of stability and affection. 

Roxy is very healthy, up to date with her 
inoculations, spayed and microchipped. 
Please refer to her identification number 
40297424 when you visit the Montreal 
SPCA website at www.spca.com and fill out 
the adoption application for her on the at-
tached link. Once submitted, you will then 
be contacted for a telephone interview, fol-

lowed by a visit by appointment at the 
SPCA. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler
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Another squirrel feeding site 

There seems to have been some serious squirrel feeding in King George (Murray) Park, as seen 
the morning of March 24. Several large spreads of what looked like animal food were seen in the 
lower west side of the park. The Independent published pictures of Victoria and de Maisonneuve 
feeding sites in its March 16 issue (p. 19) and was told last week that the de Maisonneuve one 
has not been replenished since. It is illegal to feed wild animals in Westmount. 

Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Leftover ice & snow? No issue for these ducks 

This pair of ducks in Westmount Park’s lagoon, seen March 25, were the first ones the In -
dependent has noticed this year. Photo: Independent.
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