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‘Bad weather’? What’s that?

New plan keeps bike path on de
Maisonneuve during water work
By Laureen Sweeney
New safety concerns have been raised
following recent news that users of the
bike path on de Maisonneuve will not be
diverted south to St. Catherine between
Melville and Clarke during water work by
Montreal and Westmount on de Maisonneuve.
These were voiced last week by Dan
Lambert, president of the Association of
Cyclists and Pedestrians of Westmount,
who is concerned about potential dangers
facing cyclists and others using the bike
route as a safe-distancing pandemic corridor while the work is under way.
While keeping the bike path open is
good news because diversions are “never
good” for cyclists, he told the Independent,
management of the workplace equipment
in co-existence with the cyclists and pedes-
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trians will be critical in his view. As it is,
the amount of gravel used to cover the temporary water supply hoses on the south
side will pose obstacles to anyone with mobility issues.
Although traffic will be limited to residents only, he is concerned about vehicles
having to swerve into the bike path to get
past construction equipment and taking
up more than one driving lane.
The position of the bike path may shift
from one side of de Maisonneuve to the
other, however, depending on the progress
of the work. Other temporary detours may
be expected.
Pedestrian alternative?
“We have suggested that the city create
a safe zone along the south side of Sherbrooke St. [as an alternate
pedestrian corridor],” he continued on p. 22

Two-year-old Westmounter Christina Hoffmann was not at all bothered by the rain while dressed
up in her “wellies” (Wellington boots) and rain jacket and out with her mum in Westmount Park
on April 15.
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Twice-the-estimate bids rejected as ‘too high’

Murray pond to stay dry,
council to consider next steps
By Laureen Sweeney
The pond at King George (Murray) Park
appears to be heading for another dry
summer now that the city’s tenders for its
repair were rejected at the council meeting
April 6 as “too high,” stated the resolution
presented by Councillor Cynthia Lulham.
Two rejected tender bids for its reconstruction came from Excavation E.S.M. for
$845,136 and Ventec Inc, at $887,262.

These were almost double the estimates.
As a result, the city is evaluating the next
steps, according to interim assistant director general Bruce St. Louis. “I’ll have to sit
down with the council [in general committee] and have another look at it.”
“I believe it’s important to restore what
we had,” explains Lulham, whose commissionership includes parks. “The pond is a
major landscaping and
continued on p. 9
architectural feature.”
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Detours without end

WESTMOUNT: 435 GROSVENOR #4
JUST BRING YOUR
CLOTHES to this stunning
totally move-in condition
unit, situated in the BEST
location in the heart of
“Victoria Village.”
2 bedrooms, 2 full
bathrooms, 10' ceilings,
gorgeous large open
concept kitchen, indoor
garage. On the first floor in
a small intimate building.
MLS 27009981

$925,000

Ellie Silver
Royal Lepage Heritage

The Montreal metropolis is infamous for its detours, including one some years ago that trapped
residents of a neighbourhood in an infinite loop. These two signs, seen on St. Catherine St. near
Kitchener April 9, invite motorists on a perpetual detour. New slogan: “Where one detour ends,
another begins”? To make matters worse, the detour that seems to begin at this point leads
motorists via Kitchener into the middle of the city of Montreal’s water main work on de Maisonneuve.
Photo: Independent.

514-825-5557

Mouton Noir lease renewed for 3 years
By Laureen Sweeney
The Mouton Noir café at the Westmount recreation centre (WRC) had its
original five-year lease renewed under a
three-year option at the city council meeting April 6. This will allow it to continue
preparation of light meals and take-out as
well as the operation of the indoor space,
depending on COVID restrictions. It also
runs an outdoor terrasse on the arena’s
green roof. Under terms of the lease, the
monthly rent is listed as the higher amount
of $250 or three percent of monthly sales
to a maximum of $750.
The concession had initially opened in
November 2015 under a service agreement
for a one-year pilot project under which the

city paid no operating expenses but received no rent in return either (see story
September 15, 2015, p. 3).
When the city re-zoned the WRC to add
“commercial” as a secondary use, this
allowed for the operation of the café and a
pro shop and made it possible for the café
to obtain a liquor permit for beer, wine and
wine cocktails (see story August 16, 2016,
p. 3). In accordance with Westmount’s long
established by-laws, no alcoholic beverages
are allowed to be served without food.
Last year, the Mouton Noir was granted
a monthly rent reduction to help compensate for the lack of business during the
pandemic closure of the WRC building.
This reduced the rent to $62.50 for each of
April, May and June.

Brigitte Cohen

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)

INTRODUCING

Residential Real Estate Broker

Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker

514.963.5324
bcohen@sothebysrealty.ca

438.882.8088
slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca

3 Westmount Square, Apt. 1312 - Spectacular 3-bedroom unit offering an unobstructed Western vista. An impeccable kitchen with high-end stainless appliances and sleek modern styling against a backdrop of rich marble
accents. Exceptional services & convenience are the hallmarks of this iconic Mies Van Der Rohe masterpiece of
modern architecture with tremendous light & amazing views. MLS 11510434 | Offered at $3,499,000

sothebysrealty.ca

Independently owned and operated.
Real estate agency.
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Some kids
aren’t doing well.
Inviting them
for an outdoor
activity can
do them good.

Discover
more ideas
Québec.ca/ payattention
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Speed reduction, safety, parking on Dorchester

Reserved parking zone goes up, second crosswalk coming?
By Laureen Sweeney
City efforts to slow traffic on Dorchester
and improve the safety of people trying to
cross the busy divided artery are continuing while a new residents’ only parking
zone was set up last week on the south side
from Clandeboye to Greene.
The new reserved parking zone follows
the installation the first week of December

of a crosswalk highlighted by pedestrianactivated yellow-flashing lights at Clandeboye.
“I’m delighted,” said District 8 councillor Kathleen Kez of the new reserved parking. “Now residents will be able to find
parking on the south side where they live
and the city’s coffers will benefit because
non-residents will have to start using the
meters on the north side.”

The Columbia/Dorchester intersection on April 16. Councillor Kathleen Kez is hoping for a crosswalk here.

She’s now hoping for more changes to
improve life for residents of the area. This
includes a second pedestrian crossing
further west at Columbia. This would not
be lighted. It was described in minutes of
the city’s Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting of December 8 as to be
installed “in the following week.”
“I’m eager to have this as soon as possible because the more crosswalks, the
better,” she explained last week. “It’s something I’ve been fighting for.”
Paving this summer
More changes on Dorchester, however,
are complicated and could be held up by
this summer’s repaving of the north side
of the street from Greene to St. Catherine.
This is when two-way traffic will use the
current east-bound (south) side, Kez said.
The TAC minutes of February 16 tabled
at the April 6 council meeting state that a
survey is in preparation to seek input on
the possibility of creating resident-reserved
parking in the current lane on Dorchester
between Bruce and Columbia. This would
reduce speed.
While residents have been asking for
different measures for the safety of pedestrians, such as a stop sign, a crosswalk, and
wider sidewalks, the same minutes note
that an actual stop sign at Columbia would
not conform to norms of the Ministère des
Transports du Québec (MTQ).

Letters, p. 6
Police Report, p. 19
Westmount A-dog-tions, p. 21
9 Lives, p. 21
In Conversation:
Grundy on an
environment committee, p. 20
Retail Review:
Dames de Nohant, p. 25
infoWestmount, p. 27

After washing by MTQ

Graffiti reappears
soon after along
highway wall at
Selby Park
By Laureen Sweeney
Within three or four days after
Transport Quebec (MTQ) washed long
standing graffiti off the new Highway
136 wall along Selby Park just east of
Greene, the concrete structure was
again defaced, Councillor Kathleen Kez
said last week.
“I have asked the city to request the
MTQ to plant trees such as cedars or
thorny bushes alongside to prevent
more graffiti,” she said.
The cleaning of graffiti by the MTQ
has been part of negotiations held by
the city in which the ministry agreed to
undertake washing twice a year, she explained.
“After waiting more than a year for
the graffiti to be removed on both the
south and north sides on the wall, it was
back after only four days on the south
side. It’s not nice for residents to look
at from their homes and backyards on
Selby lane.”

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

The new-ish Clandeboye crosswalk on April 16.

New parking signage on Dorchester east of Greene on April 16.

Photos: Independent.

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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Editorial

Ban fireplaces? A solution in search of a problem
“[One vehicle that failed in the market]
was a sport utility, the GMC XUV, which
had a roof like a roll-top desk, and you
could roll the whole roof forward almost
to the driver, so that you could move
grandfather clocks upright and
Christmas trees and everything…
“It was the answer to a question
that nobody asked.”
– car executive Robert “Bob” Lutz on
the Charlie Rose show, November 9, 2011

T

wo recent contributors to this newspaper, columnist Heather Westman
of the Healthy City Project (March
30, p. 20) and letter writer Morris Charney
(April 13, p. 6), have decried the continued
freedom of Westmounters to burn wood
in fireplaces and wood stoves.
I can’t help but disagree, and urge council to continue its past, wise practice of letting sleeping dogs lie.
Before enacting yet another law, let us
ask a simple question: is there a problem?
In examining Councillor Marina Brzeski’s claim that wood burning is infrequent
here, Westman “could not find information on the usage of fireplaces … on the
city’s website” – which also shows us that
Westman herself has no information that
wood burning is frequent or high (whatever these might mean) or even that it is

at such-and-such a level.
Why legislate away a simple pleasure
and heating source back-up if the overall
level and effects are immaterial, as many
people think?
And let’s be clear: the burden of proof
should be on the proponents of change,
and of less freedom, to prove their case. If
the amount of firewood use in Westmount
is high, give us the numbers and explain
how they translate into actual bad health
consequences.
Facts or feelings?
Charney goes further in his indifference
to quantities: “It is not a matter of how
many homeowners are trying to heat their
homes using wood, be it in fireplaces or
stoves. There are very few who are foolish
enough to consider doing that.”
Why isn’t the low amount of firewood
use relevant? What other problem is approached in this any-is-too-much way?
(“Everyone is skinny! Time to diet!”?)
(By the way, if – as Charney contends –
downdrafting of toxins from fireplaces is
such an issue in the summertime,
wouldn’t a plastic bag and some duct tape
on the chimney top put an end to that?)
Quoting allegedly august sources (the
WHO, the EPA, the city of Montreal etc…)
about the carcinogenic character of wood
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smoke and its other ill effects as proof that
a ban is necessary is also illogical. Many
substances are bad in the abstract, but
hardly relevant in trace amounts or worthy
of blanket bans.
Or is the goal some kind of neo-Victorian purity (“There is wood burning happening in our community! It must stop!”),
and not an actual positive change in
people’s health?
Even worse, are the logical leaps leading
us to an imperious scientific managerialism? Charney writes: “Educating the public is not the answer. The science is already
known. Wood-burning fireplaces have to
be phased out and it is necessary to pass a
by-law in that regard.”
No discussion? No cost-benefit analysis,
including a dialogue of a ban’s effect on
freedom? No appreciation for why “the
public” does not share these particular
scientists’ narrowly framed preoccupation?
Or is it: “The people have not embraced
enlightened goals with sufficient enthusiasm. Time to ‘guide’ them to the correct
behaviour”? As Rousseau might have put
it: “Let us force them to be enlightened.”
Environment yes, but not at any price
Concern for the environment is laudable, but if we do everything possible – no
matter how miniscule the benefit and/or

how large the cost (in effort, option foreclosure and freedom) – the results will be undesirable. Even environmental efforts themselves can suffer if resources and goodwill
are expended on petty, diminishing-return
victories instead of substantial ones.
There is also the likelihood that environmental action becomes about feeling
good, not doing it. (“There was wood burning in our community! We have stopped
it! On to the next piece of theatre!”)
In this case, one material casualty of a
wood-burning ban would be the elimination a repeatedly tested back-up source of
heat. The occasional fire for pleasure
makes the necessary fire for survival safer.
Charney mentions Quebec’s 1998 ice
storm as a time when wood stoves were
needed, but we can look to the February
blackout in Texas for a more recent, deadly
example of not having off-grid heat options.
And Canada is colder than Texas.
*
On a completely different note, I encourage the relevant city workers to check
that the drains of the lagoon in Westmount
Park are duckling-proof. Two years ago,
ducklings were sucked away to their doom
(see June 11, 2019, p. 6) and I remember
that it was a concern last year too.
David Price is the editor of
the Independent.

Letters to the Editor
No to no-car zone
As a resident of Plaza Tower, the 33storey building connected to Alexis Nihon
Plaza, I was disappointed to read your article re: the plans to have a car-free zone in
front of the building (April 6, p. 1).
We have had to deal with this situation
for the past two years due to repairs to the
roof membrane of the Atwater Metro station.
There are approximately 800 tenants in
Plaza Tower who have been denied the
usual, appropriate ambulance, fire brigade,
police, taxi and delivery services. Now thepowers-that-be are talking of maybe making this permanent – and during a pandemic.
As for the future work planned between
Clarke and Melville, now it will be their
turn to put up with the inconvenience.
Dawson students don’t need to cross de
Maisonneuve Blvd. to get to the plaza.
They have a direct connection underground.
The main players in this fiasco, I am

sure, are not among the 800 tenants who
live in the building. They enthusiastically
use terms like “animation,” “seating,”
“place making,” “cafés,” “terraces” and
some kind of attractions we see in many
public places around the world. I am still
trying to figure out what all this means for
the car-free zone.
Let’s hope this plan does not come to
fruition. If it does, how about a skating rink
in front of the building and bobsleighing
on the elevated ramp from the front entrance during the winter months? But
watch out for those cyclists if they are still
around.
By the way, Plaza Towers’ postal code is
H3Z 1J9, which is in Westmount, not Montreal.
George Sharkey, de Maisonneuve Blvd.

Thanks for the lagoon
I walked through Westmount Park today and was so delighted to see the water
in the pond! I saw a pair of ducks earlier
and now I know that the ducklings that are
hatched will live this year, unlike other
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Letters to the Editor
years when the city didn’t fill the pond early
enough.
Great job! Much appreciated!
Claire Salzberg, Claremont Ave.

Thanks for the Y pool
I am so grateful to be able to swim at
the YMCA Westmount’s indoor pool. It is
so refreshing to be able to stretch arms,
legs, torso, neck, etc. for 45 minutes, and
this, at a very minimal cost ($5), or free on
Fridays: 10:45 to 11:35 am, bain libre!
I wish to say thank you to Anthony
D’Alesio Jr. for his patience and clear info
on what to do, and what not to do. Also to
the pool staff and their gentillesse. Special
thank you to the cleaning/sanitation staff
for an impeccable service!
Monique Elizabeth Savoie,
St. Catherine St.

Let the fields grow,
at least a little
Westmount, can you hear the buzz in
the air?
Spring has sprung and the air is full of
bees and birds – glorious! The photo below
was taken last week on Murray Hill and
shows a bee (don’t ask me what kind!)
gorging on a wild flower’s nectar (again…
). I suggest you take a good look now because this sweet magic will soon be cut
short with the start of mowing season.
Goodbye wildflowers, bees and birds.
Westmount, let (some) fields grow!
They will be beautiful.
Don’t take my word for it – a pretty
special guy 2,000 years ago thought as
much: “Consider how the lilies of the field
grow: They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell
you that not even Solomon in all his glory
was adorned like one of these” (Matthew
6:28-29).
Westmount, can we leave some patches
of beauty to grow this summer? Just some
tiny patches here and there? Our buzzing
friends will feel so much more welcome in
our renewed urban oasis.
David Searle, Kensington Ave.

More memories
of Jane Atkinson
Looking through my files, I found the
photo at right of the late Jane Atkinson from
2011 at Summit Woods with Christina Idziak, former curator of the Morgan Arboretum and forestry consultant who drew up
the four-season panels for the nature board.
This is the Jane Atkinson I remember:
smiling, having fun while on a trail with
us at the woods, and providing us with her
plant and shrub identification skill.
John Fretz, Lansdowne Ave.

Remove city hall’s bars
I was interested to note that city hall
continues to maintain security bars in its
windows (April 13, p. 9).
Some years ago (2008), when we were
doing our own masonry and window renovations, we applied for a permit to restore/
replace the 1925 security grills that we had
on our building ... only to be told by city
hall that such screens would not be permitted, and that alarm systems were our
only option.
It’s time for city hall to eat crow and remove its own security bars..... there are
alarm systems for that!
Georges Gohier, Academy Rd.

Fix the sidewalks, please
Letter sent to Mayor Christina Smith
I recently had hip replacement surgery
and, since a month after the operation, I
have been taking walks, weather permitting, and I am absolutely dismayed by the
disgraceful condition of the sidewalks,
which appear to have not been touched in
at least a decade and look like they belong
in a Third World country, not in a “prestigious” town such as Westmount. They
are hazardous.
In my opinion, the city is risking law
suits resulting from inevitable falls as a result of this obvious negligence.
Most of the streets I walk on are Redfern, Clarke, Sherbrooke, Kensington and

Metcalfe, and they are all equally bad.
I look forward to a detailed reply.
Bernard Arbess, de Maisonneuve Blvd.

Montrealers miss
their Stowe
Thank you very much for publishing
the column “Stowe misses its Montrealers”
(April 6, p. 9) about my cherished Montreal
friends who ski in Stowe. I was pleasantly
surprised when I received over 10 e-mails
from your readers. I was overwhelmed
with gratitude and appreciation. I have
written dozens of similar stories but none
has gotten such a heartfelt response.
The letters were very detailed about the
writers’ times in Stowe and how much
skiing there means to them. I got several
replies from the people I described in the
story and they were delighted I thought so
much of them. Other responses were from

people I didn’t know but owned homes in
Stowe and expressed how dear their ski
days in Stowe were to them.
A few of the replies were from elderly
Montrealers who had sold their homes but
wanted to share the good times they and
their children had in Stowe both in the
winter and summer.
Stowe means so much to the Montrealers and that’s what I love about them.
I miss my Montreal friends in Stowe and
they miss being there. Without a doubt
these Stowe skiers are truly an amazing
group who are sorely missed. I would be
surprised if some of these people didn’t
pen you a letter.
I would also like to share with you the
watercolour below that I painted of skiing
in the woods with my dear Montreal
friends. Stay safe and well.
Martha R. Lang, Burlington, VT
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‘We can afford to end homelessness,’
Brewery Mission CEO tells Rotarians

Left, Old Brewery Mission CEO James Hughes, seen here with Rotary Club of Westmount
president Jim Fares, summarized the shelter’s efforts to help the homeless during the pandemic
over the past year during the Rotarians’ noon-hour webcast on April 7.

By Martin C. Barry
Old Brewery Mission CEO and president James Hughes wants to do more than
just reduce homelessness to an acceptable
minimum – he believes it can and should
be eliminated altogether.
And not only for the sake of the homeless, but also because it makes sense economically, he insists.
“Our tendency is still towards emergency response,” Hughes, who took the
reins of the downtown Montreal homeless
shelter last year, told members of the
Rotary Club of Westmount during the service organization’s April 7 noon-hour web
conference.
“When the house is on fire, you’ve got
to put the fire out. But at the end of the day,
we can house folks for a lot less than it
costs to provide emergency services on a
continuous basis.”
Beyond emergency response
Hughes suggested that a current mindset, that society can’t afford to house everybody, needs to change.
“I put to you that we can afford to house
everybody and that we can afford to end
homelessness. In fact, we’ll save money,
including the millions of dollars that it’s
taken to put the emergency services up
during this time of COVID.”
Before being appointed to replace former Old Brewery Mission head Matthew
Pearce, who retired last September after 13
years service, Hughes edited the book
Beyond Shelters: Solutions to Homelessness

in Canada from the Front Lines, as well as
other publications centered on poverty, social inclusion and indigenous affairs.
20 fewer years of life
Around 2008, the Old Brewery
Mission’s mandate shifted from managing
homelessness to reducing it permanently
through long-term solutions. During his
talk, Hughes told the Rotarians that on
average a chronically homeless person in
Montreal will live 20 years less than most
other people.
“It’s somewhat immoral to even think
that we find ourselves in such a rich place
with so many people who we have not been
able to support in terms of intervening
early enough and smartly enough to find
them the housing that they need and that
we enjoy,” he said.
Hughes said a layer of complexity was
added to Montreal’s homelessness problem when the pandemic started in March
last year. Because homeless people tend to
gather in groups and shelters where a lack
of privacy causes COVID-19 to spread, he
said a prevailing view at the beginning was
that things would become very brutal
quickly.
To implement sanitary and social distancing protocols, the mission had to drastically reduce the number of people it took
in, although new facilities were opened to
accommodate the rest. The mission’s facilities have also been fitted with hundreds
of plexiglass panels to prevent the transmission of the coronavirus.
continued on p. 9
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Owner, artist imitate life – and (unwittingly) each other

“Everyone must do their part to fight COVID-19,” said resident Stuart Korne while forwarding this
picture of his dog Snaps.
Photo courtesy of S. Korne.

Rotary, cont’d. from p. 8

Murray pond, cont’d. from p. 1

As a result of these and other measures
taken during the pandemic’s first phase
last year, very few homeless people got
COVID, Hugues said. However, the situation changed drastically early last December when “a match was lit in the homelessness sector” and the number of people
testing positive rose drastically.
“It did spread very quickly and we were
somewhat overwhelmed,” he said, noting
that special pandemic facilities for the
homeless, such as the former Royal Victoria Hospital and some hotels, were opened for those infected with COVID and
needing to be isolated. “We still have a few
cases, we’re still not quite done yet, we’re
still very nervous about the variant,” he
said.

Background information accompanying
the city’s capital works budget for 2021 described the central water feature as
“beyond its useful life.
When in operation, the pond leaks and
may damage the playground equipment
downstream.”
It had been leaking for a number of
years (see story April 16, 2019, p. 3). The
problem worsened and the pond with its
circulating water fall was closed down after
that while tender documents were completed for the work in this year’s budget.
The two received bids were opened February 5 to be analyzed.

Israeli film festival
coming
The Festival du cinéma israélien de
Montréal, which Westmounters have
supported in the past (see May 15, 2018
p. 21), runs this year from May 2 to 12.
The event is online this year, but has
been at the Old Forum in the past. Film
formats include feature films, documentaries and shorts.

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261

RONDA BLY
ESTATE SALES

CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

We can photograph
your roof drains,
with our drone,
before a blockage
ruins your
house
& its
contents!
Good news
for this client

Homme
Men

Femme Enfants
Women Children

PhotoImagerie Inc.
Conducts legal drone operations • Advanced drone pilot certicate
Transport Canada approved • Certain restrictions apply

photoimagerie@gmail.com
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Front fences prohibited except…

By-laws, guidelines list various
configurations and conditions
By Laureen Sweeney
Hoping to add a front fence in the
coming months?
If so, it will help to take time to check
out the city’s landscape design by-laws 1547
and 1548 as well as the Guidelines to Building and Renovating in Westmount, all available on the city’s website under Resident
zone/urban planning.
That’s because fences at the front of a
property are prohibited in Westmount “to
preserve the open character of the urban
landscape” and allowed only “in exceptional circumstances.”
These all come with special conditions
and technicalities based on location, configuration and safety.
A permit will also be required.
Essentially, front-facing fences are only
permitted on side areas or “lots,” on “transverse” (street-to-street) lots, on corner lots
or on those with retaining walls, particular

slopes and configurations, or based on
safety and practical situations such as
around tennis courts, school yards, or as a
heritage-documented feature.
Depending on individual circumstances, these require different heights and
various conditions all detailed in By-law
1547 (article 6) in which fences must harmonize with styles, and character of the
building and street.
In the case of a heritage property, such
as the green fence in front of 178 Côte St.
Antoine Rd., called the Goode House, a
historical document is required attesting
that a fence existed and that its presence
is consistent with the historic landscaping
of the site.
In the words of the guidelines: “Ensure
that fences facing the street contribute to
enhancing the special characteristics of
each building, site, and heritage area, considering the privacy or safety needs specific
to the intended use.”

This house on Côte St. Antoine in NDG (corner Northcliffe) might be able to document its fence
as a “heritage-documented feature” if it were in Westmount. It was photographed April 16.
Photo: Independent

Bike collision leaves pedestrian unable to work
By Martin C. Barry
Police at Station 12 have opened a traffic-incident investigation following a collision last week between a teenage boy rid-

Seen here on April 13 outside his Claremont
Ave. home, Yi Chen suffered an injury to his
arm when a bicycle driven by a teenager boy
struck him at high speed on Belmont Crescent
a short distance from King George Park.

ing his bicycle near King George Park and
a pedestrian who suffered an arm injury
that has left him in pain and temporarily
unable to work.
Yi Chen, 55, of Claremont Ave. told the
Independent that around 7:40 pm on April
10 he was out for a walk near the electric
charging station on the west side of King
George (Murray) Park, when a bicycle
driven by the boy approached in his direction quickly.
“At that time, the kid was playing basketball with one hand and manipulating
the bicycle with [the other] hand, whizzing
down from the mountain, at a very fast
speed,” Chen said in an e-mail to the Independent.
Chen said that after they collided, he fell
abruptly to the ground, then realized his
right arm had been injured, that he was in
pain and he was having difficulty moving.
“The kid was about 14 or 15 years old,
and he said ‘sorry’ to me again and again,
explaining that his bicycle brake was
broken,” added Chen.
Presuming (incorrectly as it turned out)
that the arm was broken, given the pain he
was feeling, he said he asked the boy to call
his parents to deal with the situation.
“He answered that his home was just
around the corner of Belmont and Westmount, and implored me to go to his house
to find his parents,” Chen recalled being
told by the boy, while adding the boy called

his mother on a cell phone. Chen said this
also allowed him to jot down the number
the boy was calling.
They walked along Belmont Ave., and
the mother ran to greet them. “She wanted
me to let her son go home first, she explained that he was under 14 years old, also
she was willing to accompany me to the
hospital for a physical examination. I
agreed.” The boy then rode away, said
Chen.
“She walked with me for about five minutes and suddenly ran away,” said Chen,
adding that his arm was so painful at that
point that he was unable to stop her from
leaving.
The Independent left a voice mail, and
made a follow-up call to the phone number
Chen said the boy called to contact his
mother, as we tried to hear their version of
events. We had not received a reply by
deadline.
In an interview, Chen said that after
having his arm checked in the emergency
department at the Jewish General Hospital,
he found out the arm bone hadn’t been
fractured. However, he said the arm is
bruised and he has to wear it in a sling
while recovering.
Chen, who works as a legal consultant,
said the injury is affecting his ability to
work. He said a doctor at the JGH gave
him a letter of certification stating he can’t
work for 30 days. “I need to drive my car

Yi Chen’s arm the day after the incident.
Photo courtesy of Y. Chen.

in order to work, and at this moment I cannot drive,” he said, adding that he is also
unable to type at his computer.
Station 12 community relations officer
Adalbert Pimentel confirmed that Chen
filed a complaint, and that the woman left
the scene in haste.
Pimentel said that in cases involving
collisions between bicyclists and pedestrians, an adult bicycle driver can be
charged and fined $1,000 under a Highway
Safety Code clause involving the endangerment of pedestrians.
From age 14 to 18, the fine is $750, he
added. However, if the boy is under 14 as
may be the case in this situation, he won’t
be fined at all.
“By law, you cannot give a Highway
Safety Code infraction for under 14 years
of age,” said Pimentel, after consulting Station 12’s traffic experts.
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We’re here for you
Sotheby's International Realty Québec continues to provide a high level
of service to clients thanks to a wide array of technological tools.
For any questions regarding the sale or purchase of a property, please
contact one of our real estate experts today.

S INGL E FA M I LY H OMES »
NEW P RI CE

SO LD

$2,150,000

$1,599,000

$6,800,000

$1,498,000

Urban living home, Westmount

Victorian gem, Westmount

3207 Boul. The Boulevard, Westmount

Bright home, Côte Saint-Luc

Beautiful waterfront home, Dorval

BED: 2 BATH: 2+1 MLS 16218042

BED: 7 BATH: 4 MLS 9098269

BED: 6 BATH: 5+1 MLS 15452165

BED: 4 BATH: 4+1 MLS 11914779

BED: 3 BATH: 2

Cassandra Aurora**

Brigitte Cohen
514.963.5324
Susan Lloyd (Leduc)* 438.882.8088

Kaufman Group†

Laurie Tenebaum*

Barbara Baudinet**

514.293.2277

514.379.1333

514.248.7272

514.825.9890

« SINGL E FAM ILY HOM ES »
RECEN TLY SO LD

SO LD

$7,777,777

$2,550,000 + txs

$995,000

Versace Manor, Saint-Laurent

Beautiful renovated home, St-Lazare

English cottage, Ville-Marie

Great location, Côte-St-Luc

Majestic waterfront home, Léry

BED: 5 BATH: 5+1 MLS 24524749

BED: 4 BATH: 2+1

BED: 7 BATH: 7+1 MLS 16177767

BED: 3 BATH: 2

BED: 5 BATH: 2 MLS 21890087

Pierre Brunet **

Linda Noseworthy *

Patricia Lallier**

Saul Ciecha*

514.248.8032

514.830.2288

514.239.1898

514.941.6248

Vincent Chaput *

514.264.3555

« BUILDINGS/LOTS/BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES »

« S I N G LE FAM ILY HOM ES
INTRODUCING

$2,999,999 + txs

$659,000

$1,198,000

$2,395,000 + txs

$8,900,000

Magniﬁcent cottage, Saint-Léonard

Beautiful townhouse, Saint-Lambert

Commercial building, Ville-Marie

1514dr-penﬁeld.com/, Ville-Marie

Rare corner 5-plex, Old Montreal

BED: 4 BATH: 2 MLS 19774055

BED: 4 BATH: 2 +1 MLS 21127957

MLS 27253885

12,270 sq.ft. LOT: 15,036 sq.ft. MLS 15340499

MLS 9571794

Géraldine Libraty *

Anne Marineau
Zoë Vennes**

Saguy Elbaz*

Herbert Ratsch††

Danny Naami*

514.962.5563

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

WESTMOUNT

514.892.7653

514.400.0280

WEST ISLAND

LAVAL

MONT-TREMBLANT

LAC-BROME

Real Estate Agency. Independently owned and operated. *Listed price.

514.884.8269

QUEBEC CITY

TORONTO

514.629.1000

VANCOUVER
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514.287.7434 | SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA |

FOLLOW US ON

C O N DOS »
INTRODUCING

BY A PPO I N T ME N T O N LY

RECENTLY REDU CED

$674,000

$875,000

$2,477,580 - $15,000,000 + txs

RECENT LY R E D U C E D

INTRODUCING

$3,800,000

$1,235,000

1111 Atwater, Westmount

Golden Square Mile, Ville-Marie

Turnkey & furnished, Westmount

Stunning 1511 ft2 condo, Westmount

Prestigious condo, Ville-Marie

SALES GALLERY: 2307 René-Lévesque West

BED: 2 BATH: 2 MLS 21287097

BED: 1 BATH: 1 GAR: 1 MLS 12375036

BED: 2 BATH: 2 GAR: 1 MLS 16596137

BED: 4 BATH: 3+1 GAR: 3 MLS 13688178

Cyrille Girard*

Phyllis A. Tellier **

Barbara Baudinet**

Karen Karpman*

Louise Latreille*

514.582.2810

514.924.4062

514.825.9890

514.497.8218

514.577.2009

« CONDOS »
NEW PR IC E

$525,000

$649,000

$445,000

SO LD

$848,000

The Montebello, Côte-des-Neiges

Stylish urban condo, Lachine

Waterfront condo, Ville-Marie

Urban condo living, Ville-Marie

Superb Penthouse, Nuns’ Island

BED:2 BATH: 2 MLS 24448146

BED: 2 BATH: 2 MLS 28312258

BED: 1 BATH: 1 MLS 16266769

BED: 2 BATH: 2 GAR: 1 MLS 12039061

BED: 3 BATH: 2 GAR: 2

Anne Ben-Ami (Madar)* 514.726.3037

Gabriel Pliva 

Monica Genest*
Victoria Marinacci*

Pina Pizzi*

Cassian Bopp

514.923.5383

514.781.4826

514.952.9115

514.400.0280

« CONDOS »
INTRODUCING

RECENTLY PU RCHASED

$899,000

SO LD

$4,450/mo

$2,133,450 + txs

Solano with terrace, Old Montreal

Gorgeous penthouse, Ville-Marie

Luxurious condominium, Ville-Marie

Breathtaking view, Brossard

Magniﬁcent condo, Old Montreal

BED: 1 BATH: 1 GAR: 1

BED: 1 BATH: 1+1 GAR: 2 MLS 13849717

BED: 2 BATH: 2+1 MLS 16434383

BED: 2 BATH: 2 MLS 19676770

BED: 2 BATH: 1

Monique Assouline*

Stefano Bizzotto

Navid Changizi

Sophie Le Guerrier *

Roger Quirion**

514.246.2017

514.219.5897

514.962.3539

514.632.6912

514.655.0773

« CONDOS »
NEW PR IC E

$799,000

$599,000

$699,000

$1,690/mo

$629,000

New building, Ville-Marie

Cours Mount-Royal, Ville-Marie

Minimalistic condo, Ville-Marie

Upper-level Monkland Village, N.D.G.

Perfect location, Ville-Marie

BED: 2 BATH: 2 MLS 19320776

BED: 2 BATH: 2+1 GAR: 1 MLS 24356646

BED: 2 BATH: 1 GAR: 1 MLS 27001417

BED: 3 BATH: 1 MLS 26489830

BED: 1 BATH: 1 MLS 24717845

Jennifer Vienneau*

Jessica Lombard*

Jiesi Zhou

Marie-Josée Rouleau* 514.660.6682

Nanyunzi Zheng *

WHISTLER

514.265.3669

VICTORIA OAKVILLE
Δ

514.476.9700

NEW YORK CITY

Residential Real Estate Broker | *Real Estate Broker |

**

MIAMI

514.262.7709

LOS ANGELES

MAUI

PARIS

Certiﬁed Real Estate Broker | †Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK | Agency |

††

CANNES

LONDON

BARCELONA

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec HR | Agency

514.886.8377

MADRID
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For thosse who seek an exc
xceptional liffee
« COU NTR Y PR OPER TIE S / L AND »
S O LD

$7 75 ,000

$2, 5 00,000

$ 875 ,000

$3 9 5 ,000

$7 8 0,0 0 0 + t x s

Private domain, Mont-Tremblant

Near Lake Brome, Lac-Brom
me

500 ft. lac Nomining
g, Nominingue

European ge
em, Saint-Sauveur

Magn
niﬁcent 31-Acres, Ferme-Neuve

BED: 4 BAT
ATH: 3+1 MLS 19520377

BED: 4 BATH:
A
3+1 MLS 2873963
39

MLS 28777921

BED: 4 BATH:
A
2 MLS 25297349

MLS 11448407

Rachelle Demers*

Marie-Piers Barsalou** 450
0.577.0272
6.5626
Johanne Meunier * 514.926

Raymond Dalbec**

Stéphane La
arrivée*

Lynne Leclair *
Ly

630
514.378.86

819.425.4568

514.809.8466

514.570.8998

« C O U N T R Y PR O PE R T IE S /L AN D

$2 2 5 ,000

$2, 5 00,000
0 + t xs

$1 , 5 00,000 + t xs

$ 8 5 0,000

$2,49 9,8 00

Private Lake front, Barkmere

Boat access paradise, Barkm
mere

Lot, Ste-Marguerite
e-du-Lac-Masson

7500 sf esta
ate, Morin-Heights

Wate
erfront gem, Rigaud

MLS 14665155

BED: 5 BATH:
A
1+1 MLS 1545065
56

MLS 19420182

BED: 11 BAT
ATH: 4+1 MLS 23980536

10 ACRES + 3 LOTS ACROSS WATER MLS 15888055

Cody Ratcliffe

Jill Shpritser **

Melanie Clarrke*

Louise
e Jackson* Susanne
e Stelmashuk Chernin*
Diane
e Stelmashuk *
514.993.6275

Marsha Hanna*

819.425.06
619

819
9.429.1834

514.691.0800

450.694.0678

#1 Globba
bball Sales N
Neetw
twoork

#1 Global Markkeeting Platffoorm

1,000+ offic
ffic
ces in 70+ countries

37 million visits on sothebysrealty.com
20 million pageviews on sotheb
bysrealty.ca
The world's most inﬂuential on
nline media

#1 T
Trrussted R
Reeal E
Esstttate Brandd
Lifestor
o y Research, 2018 America’s Most Trusted® Study

In Toda
To ayy's Markkeet

ROME

#1 YouTube
#
Yo Tu R
Reeal Estate Channel

#1 International A
Aﬃ
ﬃ e
ﬃliat

Suscribers & views

in the Sotheby's International Realt
a y network

PRAGUE

ST
T--PETERSBURG

MOSCOW

BUENOS AIRES

MONTEVIDEO

CAPE TOWN

Real E state A gency. Independently owned and operated.

DUBAI

HONG KONG

S
SING
APORE

TOKY
YO
O
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We a
all wantt to
know more about
COVIID-19 vac
a cination
t
There are many
m
reasons to
g
g
get vaccinated,, including
ourselves from
protecting o
the complic
cations and
dangers cau
used by
infectious diseases,
d
but
also to stop
p the return of
infectious diseases
d
that
are avoidab
ble through
vaccination.
The COVID--19 vaccination
campaign now
n
underway
is aimed at preventing
mplications
serious com
and death from COVID-19.
We also use
e vaccination
as a way of protecting
our healthcare system
and getting
g back to a
more norma
al life.

When did the
t
vaccination cam
mpaign start?
COVID-19 vaccina
vaccine doses. Be
at higher risk of d
vaccine bec

Order of priorrity of recipients of COVID-19 vaccines
1

able
in residentia
f

2

Workers in

3

Autonomou
(RPAs

4
5

t

d remot

P

6

0 to 79 y

7

People 60 to 69 y

8

A
tha

9

A
tha
ve contac
ct with users

10
0

omplica

Everyone e

What supply strategy was used to acquire the vaccines?
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How do
o COVID-19
vaccine
es work?
What types of COVIID-19
W
accines are being studied?
va
s
The
ere are three types of vaccine
e currently
being studied.

1

2

3

mRNA vaccines: These vac
ccines contain
p
of the RNA of the virus which has
part
the ability to make the S prrotein located
on the surface of the virus. Once the
ur cells, they
RNA messenger is inside ou
make proteins similar to tho
ose on the
surface of the virus using th
he instructions
provided by the RNA messengerr.
nizes that
Our immune system recogn
this protein is foreign and produces
p
antibodies to defend itself against it.
kly destroyed
The RNA fragment is quick
by cells. There is no risk tha
at this RNA
genes.
will alter our genes
Viral vector vaccines: Thesse contain
a weakened version of a virus that is
i the body
y,
harmless to humans. Once in
the vaccine enters our cells and gives
p
S.
them instructions to make protein
Our immune system recogn
nizes that
this protein is foreign and produces
p
antibodies to defend itself against
a
it.
Once in the body
y,, the vaccine enters our
ctions to make
cells and gives them instruc
protein S.
em recognizes
S Our immune syste
that this protein is foreign a
and produces
antibodies to defend itself against
a
it.
Protein subunit vaccines: These
T
contain
non-infectious fragments of
o proteins
that mimic the envelope off the virus.
Our immune system recogn
nizes that
this protein is foreign and produces
p
antibodies to defend itself against it.

Will an mRNA vaccine
W
altter our genetic co
ode?
No
No.

Messenger RNA does nott enter the
cell’s nucleus or come into contact with the
cleic DNA. As such, it cannot alter our DNA
nuc
in any
a way.

When some
eone receives the vaccine aga
ainst
the virus tha
dy
at causes COVID-19, their bod
starts to deffend itself against the virus. An
A
immune rea
es
action occurs which neutralize
the virus pro
vating
oducing antibodies and activ
defense cellls.
Most COVID
D-19 vaccines in development
e op e t
prompt the production of antibodies to block
protein S; th
he protein that allows the viru
us
to infect the
e human body. This prevents the
virus from entering
e
and infecting human cells.

The virus th
hat causes COVID-19 is compo
osed
of ribonucleic acid (RNA)
of strands o
genetic material surrounded by
a crown-like envelope with
proteins tha
at include the S
(spike) protein,
ein hence the
name “coronavirus.”

What siide effects can
be expe
ected from injectio
on
e COVID-19 vaccin
with the
ne?
om
me minor sside effects may occur, such
as redness or
o pain at the injection site an
nd
fatigue, fever
e or chills. These symptoms are
l s commo
less
on among vaccine
i
recipients
i i t over
the
e age of 55,
5 are usually benign and do not
lastt long.

Why did it ta
ake 40 years
to develop a ﬂu vaccine
e months for
but only nine
one against COVID-19?
C
Past efforts, particularly during the SARS
dvanced coronavirus
epidemic in 2003, ad
vaccine research and
d accelerated the ﬁght
against COVID-19.
o
50 COVID-19
There are currently over
vaccines undergoing
g clinical trials around the
world, the result of unprecedented
u
scientiﬁc
cooperation. Conside
erable ﬁnancial and
human resources hav
ve been invested in
the development of vaccines that meet
ents in such a short
regulatory requireme
span of time.
gulatory authorities
Public health and reg
in many countries, in
ncluding Canada, are
working
g hard to ensu
ure that as many
y safe
and effective COVID
D-19 vaccines as possible
become quickly available to their populations.

Why are two
o vaccine
doses require
ed?
The second dose “re
eminds” the immune
system to
system
to continue
continue p
producing antibodies
producing
and ensures long-terrm protection. In current
circumstances, wherre COVID-19 is spreading
very
y fast,, administration of the second dose
may be delayed som
mewhat to be able to
vaccinate more peop
ple with the ﬁrst dose.

As of now there are no known serious sid
de
ects from
m mRNA vaccines. While othe
er
effe
random problems
o
may arise, such as a cold
o
gastroenteritis, they are not related to the
or g
vac
ccine per se.
Bec
cause the
e vaccine does not contain
the
e SARS-C
CoV-2 virus, it is not capable of
o
cau
using COVIDV 19. However, people who
VID
o
com
me into contact with the virus in the da
d ys
lead
ding up to their vaccination or within 14
day
ys of receiving
e
the vaccination could still
dev
velop sym
mptoms and get the COVID-19
dise
ease.
As such, following health measures rema
ains
portant until
u
such time as a majority o
imp
the
e population has been vaccinated.

Québec..ca/
/COVIDvaccin
ne
1 877 644-4545
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Zoom, to an all-time high!
Real Estate
Andy Dodge
Note: The following article relates to offers
to purchase Westmount residential dwellings
that were reported by local real estate agents
as having been accepted in March 2021. Because they are not final registered sales, the
addresses cannot be made public, but give a
good idea of current trends in local real estate
activity. The graph at right offers a picture of
these trends over time.
“Zoom” is the word of the 2020s, and it
doesn’t just apply to friendly gatherings
and meetings over the internet; it is fast
becoming the only way to describe the incredible real estate market, whether it is in
Westmount, Montreal or across the
country.
Prices in Westmount have been going
straight up for 11 months now, past the
peak reached briefly last March before the
COVID-19 pandemic stopped the market
cold in its tracks. As buyers realized they
were going to be spending more time at

home and needed extra living space or facilities, the value of real estate has gone up
nationally and Westmount is no exception.
The average Westmount house is now
worth over $2.5 million; the three-month
volume is at its highest point since 2017;
Westmount had its first sale this year over
$5 million in March, and of 13 total sales,
none were below $1,100,000. Mark-ups
over valuation ranged from 10 to 88 percent
with an average of 40.6 percent, the highest
since the new valuation roll came into force
in January last year. Seven of the 13 sales
took place in less than 10 days, and the
average days-on-market plummeted to 52
from 147 in February. Four of the 13 sales
were above the asking price, one 16 percent
above asking after nine days.
As one local agent put it, “it’s exhausting!”
In many cases, agents were able to
double-end the commission, acting as both
the listing agent and the buying agent.
Four extra sales like this were added to the
February sales list, and four more doubleenders took place in March.
Condos
The condo market was no slouch,
either. Volume for the first quarter reached

Average adjusted price for ‘typical’ Westmount
house, by month, January 2016 to March 2021,
based on accepted offer dates
2,600,000

2,500,000

2,600,000

Last 12 Month
hs

2,475,000
2,400,000

2,300,000

2,350,000
2,225,000
2,100,000

2 200 000
2,200,000

Jul

J
Jan

2,100,000

2,000,000

1,900,000

1,800,000

1 700 000
1,700,000

1,600,000

LUXURY HOMES

FOR RENT
CHOOSE FROM OUR LARGE
SELECTION OF LUXURY HOMES FOR
RENT IN GREATER MONTREAL.

WITH GROUPE COPLEY’S OWN
DEDICATED SERVICE TEAM, WE WANT TO ENSURE
THAT YOUR RENTAL EXPERIENCE IS TRULY
OUTSTANDING WITH US.

View all our homes at

GROUPECOPLEY.COM
QUESTIONS? ASK PENNY

INFO@GROUPECOPLEY.COM OR
514.656.6437 ext.0

Serving executives, athletes,
and professionals since 1998

1,500,000
2016 Jan

2017 Jan

2018 Jan

12 sales, compared to an average of 9 per
quarter last year. The average price dropped slightly from $1,095,174 in the fourth
quarter of last year to $1,067,750, the only
times the average has been over the $1-million mark.
Two sales, both at Château Westmount
Square, 4175 St. Catherine St., were above
$2 million; one very modest apartment on
Hillside Ave. sold for $400,000 in late January, the same month an apartment at
200 Lansdowne Ave. sold for 17.8 percent
less than valuation, the only mark-down of
the quarter.
The highest-priced condo sale of the
quarter, $2,550,000, also was the highest
mark-up at 59 percent.
Adjacent
Life was more genteel for agents working the fringes of Westmount, though
there were three sales in southern Côte des
Neiges (the Circle Rd./Cedar Crescent district), and one each in most of the other

2019 Jan

2020 Jan

2021
1 Jan

adjacent-Westmount districts.
Houses are selling 75 percent above
valuation in the Square Mile and only 11
percent above valuation in the Shaughnessy village area, but of course volume is
very low so the statistics are hardly indicative of the market. For the other areas average mark-ups are between 27 and 39 percent.
With the coming of spring, the number
of available Westmount house listings increased from 64 in mid-March to 71 in midApril, still none asking under $1 million
for the seventh month in a row but otherwise slight increases in the number of listings in every price category.
Seven other houses were rented in the
past month, but the same number came
on line to leave the number of available
rental listings at 24.
Listings for sale in Westmount range
from $1,149,000 to $27,500,000, while the
rentals range from $4,000 to $20,000 per
month.
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Novel #11

McKenzie publishes Six Weeks to Live
Westmounter Catherine McKenzie on
April 1 with an advance copy of her
eleventh novel, Six Weeks to Live, published
by Simon & Schuster. Publication day is
April 20.
“Jennifer Barnes never expected the
shocking news she received at a routine
doctor’s appointment: she has a terminal
brain tumor – and only six weeks left to
live,” runs the book’s back cover, but “…
when she realizes she was possibly poisoned a year earlier, she’s determined to
discover who might have tried to get rid of
her before she’s gone for good.” McKenzie
has called it “her take on the two DOA
movies.”
After 23 years as a litigator, McKenzie
retired from Westmount law firm IMK in
August last year to focus exclusively on
writing. She recently published an essay
in the Toronto Star explaining that decision
and process – writing, among other things:
“I was 46. I’d been practising law for half
my life in the same firm. When I looked
ahead to the next 20 years, I asked myself:
was this what I wanted to be doing? The
answer was no.”
She is the wife of the Independent’s editor.

Photo: Independent.

LUXE.
PRESTIGE.
4300.
Live in a newly renovated, luxury apartment in
the Golden Square Mile, with 24/7 concierge
and ﬁnishes designed with your taste in mind.

Hampstead
$3,688,000 Rare opportunity to own
a contemporary masterpiece in the heart of
Hampstead. Huge corner lot. 9260 square feet.
No side neighbors!! Spectacular heated in
ground salt water pool with waterfall. Floor
to ceiling windows. Abundance of sunlight.
MLS 19017243

Bunny Berke
R E A L

E S T A T E

B R O K E R

LE 4300
4300 De Maisonneuve Boulevard West
minto.com/montreal

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

Appartements
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Line painting under way

Bike-path line painting has been under way in recent weeks including on Westmount Ave. near Marianopolis CEGEP on April 9, left, and de Maisonneuve at Prince Albert on April 12, right, where
one could contrast the old with the new.
Photos: Independent.

Charles
Pearo

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

Ph.D.

Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS
Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.
Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.
For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you!

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

EVI HO

514-862-7718
eviho@outlook.com

ANNE-MARIE LARUE

514-919-0877

amlarue@uniserve.com

We welcome your calls !

HERITAGE

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

Real Estate Agency

RE/MAX Action Inc Agency – Westmount
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For sale

Update

New house on a new street–
for less than $1M!

One-room cottage sold (?)
& now ‘occupied’ (?)

Photos
courtesy of
A. Sutherland.

No sooner had we laid out the story at left than word came April 15 to our newsroom that the
“Kensington Crescent” dream house had been sold and was for rent. Speculators biding their
time before another sale? Are renovations in the offing? Perhaps an extension, or another floor?
Or is this a long-term investor in Westmount’s residential rental market who plans to manage the
estate as is? Well, the real estate market in Westmount moves fast and by the time we went by
April 16 the “for rent” sign had been taken down. Has someone moved in? The new owner seems
to have added wifi (see sticker on top of door) and left his or her umbrella outside. Perhaps he or
she was in residence when the picture was taken?
Photo: Independent.

Police Report

COVID curfews may be curbing crime
By Martin C. Barry

Spotted at a de Maisonneuve construction site: “A turnkey luxury pre-fab on the
flats for under 1 million!” The “Kensington
Crescent” listing comes complete with details (toilet, urinal, sink etc) and dimensions: 91 inches high by 43.5 by 47. “With
today’s prices, this port-a-potty is priced to

sell!!!” discoverer Anne Sutherland told the
Independent.
“I know the housing market is tight in
Westmount, but I did not realize it was this
tight!” said resident Eric Caron in forwarding his own photo of the dream home.

Whatever might be said about the hardships and limitations resulting from the
COVID-19 pandemic, it appears to be contributing to a downward trend in local
crime.
“No break-ins,” Station 12 community
relations officer Adalbert Pimentel told the
Independent last week while summing up
a report of recent crime incidents.
“I don’t know. Maybe there are no breakins because everybody’s at home,” he suggested.
Whereas thefts from inside vehicles
were once the most common type of incident reported by Pimentel in his weekly
summary, he noted during a recent interview that they now appear to have been replaced by police interventions related to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
These include $1,550 tickets issued to

individuals caught violating the overnight
curfew, and inspection visits by the police
to dwellings to verify that the occupants
are respecting 14-day quarantine orders
after returning to Canada from outside the
country.
While the Independent’s files suggest
there was an upsurge in Westmount of
curfew violation tickets as well as quarantine inspections beginning in February, Pimentel said only one $1,550 ticket was issued last week.
He said it was given to a man spotted
by police on Tupper St. near the corner of
Atwater Ave. on April 16 around 2:35 am,
well after the 8 pm to 5 am curfew had
started.
Officers from Station 12 also made at
least three quarantine inspection visits in
Westmount over the past two weeks, including one at a home on The Boulevard
and another on Columbia Ave.
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Grundy on why Westmount needs an environment advisory committee
In Conversation
Heather Black

At the March 15 city council meeting,
resident Susan Grundy asked the city to establish an environment advisory committee. A former chair of the Westmount
Healthy City Project, Grundy is advocating
for a council-community partnership. To
learn more, I recently spoke to the environmentalist.
Active partnership
A member of the Coalition of Friends
of the Environment, Grundy is inspired by
the recent creation of an environment committee by Pointe Claire and Beaconsfield’s
Environmental Advisory Committee
(BEAC) formed in 2006. Grundy commented: “My experience with the Westmount Healthy City Project and the Waste
Management Subcommittee has shown
me the limitation of volunteer citizen efforts when they are not aligned with city
priorities and planning.”
Aware of Beaconsfield’s successful

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior
design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products
• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

WOOD FINISHING

DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
•Specializing in
stripping & staining

ENTRANCE DOORS

– also –
•Touch-Ups & Repairs
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodﬁnishingmontreal.com

waste reduction program, Grundy recently
spoke to the chair of the BEAC, Councillor
Karen Messier. “Their committee meets
eight times a year and currently consists
of the chair – the councillor with the environment portfolio – the city’s director of
sustainable development, and six citizens
representing city districts,” Grundy said.
“Citizens with various expertise and backgrounds apply and are selected by council,
much like our Accessibility Committee.”
Grundy noted that, once appointed,
citizen members sign a non-disclosure
agreement. “These committee members
are an essential link to other environmental ambassadors in the community,”
she said. “This network grows over time,
building awareness and momentum.”
Team commitment
Beaconsfield – according to the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) –
reduced its waste to 51 percent of the initial
amount from 2013 to 2016. In addition to
Councillor Messier’s strong leadership,
Grundy credits success to environmental
engineer Andrew Duffield, the director of
sustainable development, who is one of
FCM’s “Local Climate Change Heroes.”
Grundy said: “Readers will be interested
to learn that he is a former Westmount
Public Works employee” and former assistant director of the department (see August
7, 2012, p. 4).
In her question to city hall, Grundy
noted: “A formal structure, led by the city
with resident representation, would go
much further towards addressing environmental issues in Westmount.” As longterm strategies are needed to solve environmental issues, she mentioned that city
and citizens must work together regardless
of election results. She commented: “City
leadership comes and goes, but an environment advisory committee remains.”
In December 2020, the city of Montreal
initiated a zero-carbon plan that affects
members of the agglomeration. “I envision

response of Mayor Christina Smith and
Councillor Marina Brzeski.
“Based on past history, Westmount is
well positioned to move forward,” she said.
“Look at the success of our pesticide legislation and our early adoption of composting. An environment advisory committee
would be an important step in the same
direction.”

a network of environment advisory committees across the island that act in unison
to address common issues.” Grundy said.
“Given the urgency of climate change, all
policy and legislation need to be seen
through the lens of the environment.”
Leadership role
Grundy is encouraged by the positive

Editor’s note: It might interest the general reader to know that the environment committee of the Healthy City
Project has existed for approximately
30 years; and has pushed, or worked
with, the city on pesticide banning,
composting and other areas of environmental protection, e.g. concerns
over radio-frequency accumulation. It
has, in a sense, acted as an “advisory
committee.” For more on its history,
please see the obituary of resident
Jenny Patton (September 11, 2018, p. 4).
Councillor Marina Brzeski, commissioner of sustainability and accessibility,
said she had called the committee’s
most recent meeting last week in response to Grundy’s council question at
the March 15 meeting. The committee,
which has not held regular meetings
since at least the start of the pandemic,
has declined in membership. – DP with
background from LS.

Westrocks

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales
We Provide
Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

This large chunk of asphalt, left, was seen April 8 on Claremont near Willow and this rock, right,
was photographed April 13 at Sherbrooke and Victoria.
Photos: Independent.
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We are Westmount

Pet Page
Lysanne Fowler

Gaston is ready for adoption.
Yes, he is ready for Westmount family
and doggy life! Only six months old and
cute as a button with his fluffy fur and pink
nose, he would benefit from adoption as
soon as possible from the Montreal SPCA
kennel. He could then join in the 2021
puppy pack, taken regularly by his new
family to join the other dogs at the dog
parks and the Summit.

Gaston
Gaston is so sociable. He will grow into
a strong fellow with family and buddies galore. This growing pup is up to date on his
inoculation program. He is neutered and
microchipped. Please refer to his identification number 46945779 when you visit the
Montreal SPCA website at www.spca.com
and fill out the adoption application for
him on the attached link. Once submitted,
you will then be contacted for a telephone
interview, followed by a visit by appointment at the SPCA.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne

Pet Store
Knowledgeable Sta
and Excellent Service

 cat & dog food  treats  apparel
 toys  bedding  litter & toiletries
 accessories  grooming

4822 Sherbrooke St. W.
(near Grosvenor) 438 375 1977
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Westmount
A-dog-tions

YOUR WESSÁTMOUNT

9 Lives
Lysanne Fowler

Alice is so pretty, with an adorable little
face – perfection in a tabby with stunning
green eyes. She is very loving, yet shy, and
growing into her self-assurance with new
people. Alice is available for adoption from
the Montreal SPCA cattery, as a next step
from a foster home to a new home where
she will grow more confident. She is very
healthy but suffers from ataxia, which
makes it important that she keep away
from stairs and remain an indoor-only cat.
Thinking of small details, her litter box will
have to be a lower-sided one as her balance
is not always perfect.In Westmount, cats

Miss Alice Kitten
and dogs benefit from their owners’ accumulated wealth of knowledge and experience with their pets. Owners here are
accepting and adapt to health needs easily.
So, with this assurance, I have no worries
that Alice will not be chosen just because
she is a reduced-adoption fee “humanitarian adoption.” Miss Alice is growing still,
so on her program for inoculations, she is
spayed and microchipped. Please refer to
her identification number 46935269 when
you visit the Montreal SPCA website at
www.spca.com and fill out the adoption application for her on the attached link. Once
submitted, you will then be contacted for
a telephone interview, followed by a visit
by appointment at the SPCA.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne

22 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – April 20, 2021

Chaos on de Maisonneuve
The scene on de Maisonneuve between Melville and Olivier April 16
can only be described as chaotic.
There were workers, dump trucks,
gravel, metal frames waiting to be
used, pedestrians, cyclists, motorists
– and confusing signage, including
a bike detour near Clarke that no
bike-path user could easily see (above
left), which led to a dead-end on the
lawn of St. Léon de Westmount
(above centre); and a blast of contradictory signage at Olivier (above
right): was the closed road meant
to be barrée, two-way, or open to
local traffic only? Another, westfacing sign there (bottom left) directed non-existent eastbound motorists away from de Maisonneuve
(which is already one-way west).
Meanwhile, cyclists worked their way
through, including this one at Metcalfe (bottom centre left) and at
least one car used the confusion to
go east on de Maisonneuve at Redfern (bottom centre right), despite
clear one-way west signage (bottom
right).
Photos: Independent.

Bike path, cont’d. from p. 1

Some loose gravel on de Maisonneuve near Metcalfe on April 16.

Photo: Independent.

said in a question submitted the city council meeting April 6. “Has the city identified
an alternate route [to bypass the construction zone]?”
While Mayor Christina Smith said she
would get back to Lambert with an answer,
he said Monday at press time that there
had been no news but that the current construction arrangement on de Maisonneuve
seemed to be working “very well for both
cyclists and pedestrians, so that would be
a better solution than trying to create a lane
on Sherbrooke St.”
While the city had previously said the
bike path would have to be re-routed, a

technique has apparently been found to
avoid digging trenches into individual
properties on the south side to replace the
public portions of water service entries.

We welcome your letters
We welcome your letters but reserve
the right to choose and edit them.
Please limit to 300 words and submit
before Friday 10 am to be considered
for publication the following week.
email us at:
editor@westmountindependent.com
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Innovation on de Maisonneuve

A new, less disruptive technique to reach and replace the public portion of houses’ water entries without a full ditch was on full display April 16, including one that had been dug on de Maisonneuve
near Metcalfe (above left) and one where the necessary form was on site waiting to be deployed near Kensington (above right). Other frames and forms were all over the site too (below).
Photos: Independent.

$ $ INCOME TAX RETURN $ $

Arthur Younanian



Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX

Notaire – Notary

Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST

4635 Sherbrooke West

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation,
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP)

Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario

514 503-7719

info@hkltax.com
https://hkltax.com
1434 Sainte-Catherine West
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

CHARTERED
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT

       

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC.
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
(Prodly serving our community over more than 15 years)

Professional Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Services
* Personal & corporate tax returns

* Financial statements, & Bookkeeping

* Tax consultation in home and car deductions
* Consultation-Incorporation/modification/dissolution of corporation
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries

* Planning in family income tax
* T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries
* GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports

Tel.: (514) 227-8765
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B
Montréal, (Québec) H3X 2T8
E-mail: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca
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Remembering Dawson College’s David ‘Max’ Price (1931-2021)
“(Arthur) David Price, known affectionately to many of his friends as ‘Max,’
passed away in Victoria on January 18, in
his eighty-ninth year, after a long battle
with leukemia and a recent fall,” according to his obituary on Legacy.com.
“He is survived by his beloved brother
Michael Price, sister-in-law Donna,
nephew David, nieces Brenda Price,
Laura Niemi, Lorraine MacFarlane, and
great-nieces Jessica and Kaitlyn, and by
his lifelong friend John Lucas, who cared
for him throughout his lengthy illnesses

with unfailing grace.”
Price was born in Victoria, BC and attended Oak Bay High School, UBC (BA
& MA), the University of Zagreb and the
University of London (PhD). Price originally taught in Vancouver and Rothsay,
Saskatchewan; and in Spain, Portugal and
England.
He then taught at Collège militaire
royal in St. Jean and finally in the English
department at Dawson College CEGEP
for 30 years.
“He was loved by his students and es-

pecially esteemed in the Asian community for his devotion to his second-language students, whom he nurtured and
supported in class and out,” continued the
obituary.
He was given a Master Teacher Award
while at Dawson and retired in 1999 to return to Victoria.
“Despite his accomplishments Max remained all of his life humble and selfeffacing, a compassionate, loyal, generous
and loving man. He will forever be remembered by his family, friends and col-

leagues,” concluded the notice.
“I was not related to Max,” said Independent editor David Price, “but I was
frequently mistaken for him because, before his return to the West, he would
often write ‘letters to the editor’ of the
Gazette under the sign-off ‘David Price.’
He was reasonable and articulate on a
number of topics, and I never suffered
from the misconception.
“I regret that we never met, and I extend my condolences to his family,
friends and students.”

Enough garbage to furnish a house?

All sorts of items were being chucked out during Westmount’s spring cleaning, including a barbecue on Sherbrooke at Melville (March 25), a child’s seat in the alley behind Victoria’s 300 block and
a sofa (both on April 12).
Photos: Independent.

Lululemon under renovation for a month
Retail Review
Veronica Redgrave

To my great surprise, the massive
Lululemon on Sherbrooke St. at Prince Albert is closed for renovations. When I
popped in for tennis gear (ever hopeful!),

a few weeks ago, the staff never mentioned
it, so when I went to change a size, I was
surprised to see a team of workmen outside.
Their St. Catherine St. shop (downtown,
at Drummond) told me that the changes
will take a month to finish. That store is
paying the price of the Lululemon fan club
overflow… There were huge line-ups that
day as, with COVID restrictions, the
number of people in the store is limited.
Still, worth the trip.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Yard Worker Available
Weeding, Gardening, Lawn mowing, Raking leaves, Trimming,
Adding Mulch, Yard Cleaning, & Snow shoveling. Contact Vince
at 514-294-5562.

We welcome your letters
We welcome your letters but reserve the
right to choose and edit them. Please limit
to 300 words and submit before Friday 10
am to be considered for publication
the following week. Email us at:

editor@westmountindependent.com

Classifieds in the

INDEPENDENT
Why list your goods (or services) on fly-bynight, who-knows-who-is-replying websites
when you can list (and sell) locally?
Buy a classified in the

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
at

www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally
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Details, fabrics and European style at Les Dames de Nohant

Retail Review

don’t we all! – a gorgeous soft beige cashmere scarf-shawl caught my eye.
Along with her prints charming, Chimaud carries leather, “always the finest
quality.”
Look up halfway between Claremont
and Prince Albert on Sherbrooke’s north
side. Take your eyes away from your mobile. Discover the chic shop upstairs.

Veronica Redgrave
The welcome arrival of spring has not
only brought overnight cheery crocus
sightings but a crop of new shops. All are
fabulous. During my Sherbrooke St. stroll
on a seasonally-early-no-coat day, I discovered Les Dames de Nohant: European
fashion at its finest.
Owner Delphine Chimaud is proof that
French women sport a special style. The
day we chatted, her elegant wardrobe was
right on trend while still being classic. “I
love details.” And, indeed, her silk shirt had
just that, without being “look at me.”
Speaking of silk, the pieces in her collection are the “best quality.” The lovely cashmeres she carries (“J’aime les matières”) are
artisan-worked.
The boutique, open for only a few
months, carries Vogue-hot patterned pants
and dresses.
The shop offers stylish European
brands that Chimaud knows from working
in Paris and includes the renowned Italian
Momoni line, which she has exclusively in
Canada.
For those who dream of travelling –

Les-Dames-de – Nohant.com
4927 Sherbrooke St.
Open: Tuesday to Saturday 10 am to 6 pm
Closed: Sundays & Mondays
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Cel
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at
te Special
Moments
Rainbow Sapphire Earrings
$7,500

Cho
oose your unique creation

Rainbow Sapphire Rings
$4,200

Rainbow Sapphire Bracelet
$17,500

PA S S I O N AT E J E W E L L E RY S I N C E 1 9 5 4

Patek Philippe · Parmigiani Fleurier
2195 Crescent Street · 514.848.0595 · Kaufm
manndeSuisse.ca
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Agia, Bruno, Dunsky, White exhibit at 126th WASM show
By Heather Black
The Women’s Art Society of Montreal
(WASM) will hold its annual juried exhibition and sale April 21 to 25 at Le Livart
Gallery. Entitled Kaleidoscope, the exhibition will include works in oil, watercolour and ink as well as photography. Four
Westmounters – Mona Agia, Diana Bruno,
Ruth Dunsky and Margaret White – are
among the WASM’s 61 exhibitors.
Founded in 1894
Since its founding in 1894, the WASM’s
annual competition, juried exhibition and
sale has been a highlight of the spring season. However last year the event was cancelled. Bruno – a member of the Montreal
Camera Club and exhibitor at Arts Westmount and The Gallery at Victoria Hall –
said: “This exhibition has been postponed
three times due to COVID constraints, so
I’m delighted to see a little bit of normalcy
and that WASM artists can once again
show their work in a gallery venue.”
Opens April 21
The annual competition will be judged
in the morning and the exhibition-sale will
be open to the public April 21 at 1 pm and
for the following four days from 10 am to
You are in good hands

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

AESTHETIC MEDICINE
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENTS
(No medical referral required)

Plan your visit today

514 342.8346

From left, Diana Bruno and Margaret White and in Westmount Park on April 10.

6 pm. Another exhibitor and member of
the Montreal Camera Club, White won
Westmount’s 2019 ExpoCity photo contest
and has also exhibited at Arts Westmount
and The Gallery at Victoria Hall. She said:
“Since I have retired, I have more time to
paint or photograph and participate in
community events.”
More information about the art show
and virtual vernissage is posted on its website. The association – which formerly met
at the Unitarian Church on de Maisonneuve at Claremont in NDG – now holds
its monthly speaker program via Zoom. Le
Livart Gallery – open to 15 people at a time
– is located at 3980 St. Denis St.

NEALY BEAUTE
We have moved in with

elle & lui
SINCE 1990

Illusions Concept 348A Victoria Ave
Dr. John P. Rowen
Phlebology
Aesthetic medicine

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount
www.xomed.ca | info@xomed.ca

one ﬂoor up, corner Somerville Ave.

514.482.9616

ART APPRAISAL
PILAR SHEPHARD, bfa, ma,
cert. museology, cert. appraisal, nyu,
is a highly qualified and
experienced appraiser of Fine Art,
Paintings, Sculpture, Objects d’Art,
Antiques and Fine Furniture.
insurance • estates • collections
family settlements • asset evaluation
and other purposes.

514-303-5182
gallery@pilarshephard.com
www.pilarshephard.com

$ $ INCOME TAX RETURN $ $

CHARTERED
PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT

       

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC.
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)

www.esthetiquenealybeaute.com

(Prodly serving our community over more than 15 years)

BEAUTY by NEALY

Professional Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Services

We are open!
And following all
protocols to create
a safer environment.
Please call Nealy to book
your appointment.

Nealy Chea

Bon courage • Be safe

* Personal & corporate tax returns

* Financial statements, & Bookkeeping

* Tax consultation in home and car deductions
* Consultation-Incorporation/modification/dissolution of corporation
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries

* Planning in family income tax
* T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries
* GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports

Tel.: (514) 227-8765
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B
Montréal, (Québec) H3X 2T8
E-mail: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca
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Client Testimonial

JILL PRÉVOST

Having to buy a home virtually was scary, but Jill’s
knowledge and professionalism made us feel conﬁdent
and protected. We can’t recommend Jill enough!
— Adriana + Orr (Moved from USA last year)

FEATURED WESTMOUNT CONDOS

1250 GREENE AVENUE #501 | $5,495,000
Luxury living at its ﬁnest! This NW corner unit features,2 bedrooms, paneled office, den, 2½ baths, 2 loggias, 2 garages + incredible
light. Located over 5 Saisons! OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS!

4700 SAINTE CATHERINE O. #507 | $849,000
This sunny 2-bedroom, 2 bath condo is ready for a new owner to make it their own. Southern views from every room + walking
distance to Victoria Village make this amazing VALUE!

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me.

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...
Visit all my properties

jillprevost.com
R E A L E S TA T E B R O K E R

514.591.0804
Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest
Real Estate Agency

