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The heat is on!

Public Security spots bat-swinging group

Four receive 14 tickets for
mayhem in Westmount Park
By Laureen Sweeney
A public safety officer was patrolling by
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foot in Westmount Park at 1:05 am on May
9, when he heard four male voices coming
from the centre of the park, according to
Public Security officials.
On witnessing the four using a baseball
bat to smash garbage and bottles, he called
back-up officers as well as police.
Tickets
Public Security issued three tickets each
to all four for littering (leaving garbage in
the public domain), possessing alcohol in
a park and violating the city’s parks curfew
of midnight and 5 am, which has been in
force for many years. Identified as all being
in their 20s, two lived in Westmount; the
others in Pierrefonds and Dollard des Ormeaux. When police arrived, they ticketted
two of the four with breaking the COVID19 curfew of 9:30 pm.

Westmounters were out enjoying 20-plus Celsius weather last weekend, including Anthea Dawson
seen here jogging on May 15 at 8:20 on Sherbrooke near Melville, with her 10-month-old
Havanese puppy Molly. Dawson aims for 5 km, four or five times a week.
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Prohibits people from entering closed-off areas

City adds COVID clause to nuisance by-law
By Laureen Sweeney
A draft by-law to amend the city’s nuisance by-law received notice of motion at
the city council meeting May 3 as a new
business item added at the end of the
agenda without details or comment. It was
slated for adoption May 17 after press time.
The draft version, number 1572, modifies By-law 1475 on “Nuisances and Good
Order” by adding to the listed nuisances:
“to be present on city property that has
been closed to public access and desig-

nated as such with a sign posted to this effect” (section 3.1.13).
The draft by-law is to prohibit people
from going into public spaces that are
closed off, according to Duncan Campbell,
the city’s interim director general.
“It is COVID-related, [such] as at Summit lookout where we have fenced off the
area so there would be no one congregating. We did not have such authority to
manage such situations under our current
by-law so this provides us
the legal right to inter- continued on p. 7
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Groupe Maurice site expands westward
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The contractors building the Groupe Maurice seniors’ home at Claremont, St. Catherine and de Maisonneuve are renting part of the parking lot of
the former Air Canada/Aeroplan building on de Maisonneuve from the McGill University Health Centre (MUHC), which owns that building and lot.
All three sites are in NDG, just west of its border with Westmount, and were photographed May 13. Looking southwest at the MUHC’s Glen hospital
from de Maisonneuve: the Groupe Maurice construction pit is in the foreground at left and the rented part of the parking lot is at right. The project
is also renting a small piece of land nearby in Westmount on St. Catherine from CP.
Photo: Independent.

Olympian, Atlantic sailor, businessman, Westmounter…

Pierre Desjardins’ new book
Anecdotes and Antidotes,
A Lifetime of Observations

The stories in this book are based
on my recollections, perceptions,
imagination, distortion and, when
committed to paper, the outcome
may be questionable. The
humorist Robert C. Benchley used
to say, “I may be wrong but…”
I have always been impressed
and intrigued by the ingenuity
and creativity of people, and so
I kept a notebook as they came
in and out of my life. Now, at 85,
I am pleased to share some
of these stories and
experiences with you.
Available online:

www.accenti.ca/anecdotes/

JOURNÉE NATIONALE DES PATRIOTES
Heures d'aff
ffaires et serv
rvices mun
nicipaux

Les bureaux administratifs de la Ville de Westmo
ount et la
Bibliothèque
publique
serontt ffermés
Bibli
thè
bli
é lle lundi
l di 24 mai 2021 en
raison de la Journée nationale des patriotes.
Il n’y a aucun changement quant aux collecte
es de résidus
alimentaires et d’ordures, qui s’effectueront selon l’horaire
normal.

VICTORIA DAY HOLIDAY

Business Hours and Municipal Serrvices
The administrative offices of the City of Westmou
unt and the
Westmount Public Library will be closed Monday,, May 24, 2021, for
the Victoria Day holiday.
The kitchen waste and garbage collections will take place
according to the regular schedule.
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Tickettee ‘didn’t care about the rules’

Homes checked,
cleared for gas leak

Eight ticketted for climbing
over Summit lookout fence

The fence cordoning off the Summit Lookout on May 14 at 3 pm.

By Laureen Sweeney
Based on information received May 7
around 5:49 am by a Public Security dispatcher, patrollers found a man and three
women had climbed the six-foot-high

Work stopped
when found
not to be urgent
A passing patroller on Lansdowne
May 11 spotted excavation material
being loaded into a trailer and contacted
the homeowner, Public Security officials said. When he was unable to produce a work permit, he stated the work
was an emergency so could not be
stopped.
Urban Planning dispatched an inspector, who reported the work was not
on file and not urgent. It turned out the
homeowner wanted to get a head start
on proposed work, officials said.

Emergency crews were called to Metcalfe and Springfield May 11 at 10:34 am
for a suspected natural gas leak. Fire
crews stated that the odour came from
a higher level than normal of sewer gas,
Public Security officials said.
Homes in the area were checked but
found without traces of gas. Public
Works was called, checked out the situation and said they would attend to the
sewer issue that night.

Letters, p. 6
Police Report, p. 7
Pet Page, p. 18
Rotary speaker:
judge Tom Davis, p. 19
Social Notes:
Filion/Right to Play, p. 21
infoWestmount, p. 16

Photo: Ralph Thompson.

metal fence closing off the Summit lookout
at Summit Circle, a measure to prevent
congregating during COVID.
The man was standing on the lookout’s
concrete wall, part of which is broken, said
department officials in describing the incident.
When asked why he thought it was okay
to climb the fence, the man reported he
didn’t care about the rules.
Each of the four was issued a $78 ticket
for climbing on a wall, tree, bench or other
item in a park. This consists of a $50 fine
plus $28 in administration fees. They lived
in Côte St. Luc, Laval, Montreal and St.
Leonard.
In an earlier incident April 27, four
tickets for climbing the fence also were issued to four men at 4:08 pm. Another
ticket was issued to one of them for smoking cannabis in the park.
The city’s draft by-law prohibiting
people from entering a closed-off area of
public property was not in force at the
time. It was tabled at the May 3 city council
meeting (see separate story, p. 1).
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Essential workers – what would we do without them?

Work to start May 27 on Mt. Stephen

Mt. Stephen rebuild goes for $2.9M to
single bidder, which also wins Mt. Pleasant
By Laureen Sweeney
Residents of Mount Stephen are among
those who’ll be getting their street completely reconstructed this summer starting
with the installation of a temporary water
network this week.
The start of construction operations is
to follow May 24.
The work
The work includes replacement of the
water main and public portion of water services to homes as well as reconstruction of
Hydro Westmount’s underground infrastructure, street lighting network and the
installation of a bio-retention system for
storm water management.
The work will be completed with the rebuilding of sidewalks and reconstruction
of the roadway.
All is planned to take 22 weeks, lasting
to October 15, according to Elisa Gaetano,
Engineering director.
Information notices to residents dated
May 7 include temporary parking permits
for use should driveways become inaccess-

ible.
Work on the street, which runs from
Sherbrooke to Côte St. Antoine, was awarded by city council May 3 to Ventec Inc.
at a maximum amount of $2,853,669 including taxes. This was listed as the only
conforming bidder.
“The street was first built in 1931” and
last reconstructed in 1978 though the water
main dates to 1904, said Councillor Philip
Cutler, commissioner of infrastructure and
innovation, in announcing the contract.
“This gives you an idea how overdue some
of these projects are.”
Mt. Pleasant to start in August
Ventec was also awarded a contract May
3 for new sidewalks and asphalt resurfacing on Mount Pleasant between Severn
and De Lavigne.
This time it was the lowest conforming
bid of six, ranging from $334,175 to
$677,651, including taxes. The street was
built in 1913 and last reconstructed 25
years ago.
This project is not scheduled to start
until August, Gaetano said.
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Letters to the Editor
Why the squirrel hatred?
Re: “Am I cute or what?” photo of squirrel
(April 27, p. 3)
Westmount is in fact not a municipality
that welcomes its squirrel population. See
March 16, p. 19: “Squirrel feeding draws
ire.”
It seems the only borough on the island
without an anti-squirrel ordinance is Anjou. Why the squirrel hatred? Can anyone
out there explain?
David Levy, de Maisonneuve Blvd.
Editor’s reply: Without endorsing or criticizing its content, I don’t think Westmount’s anti-squirrel-feeding by-law can accurately be described as anti-squirrel. The
city’s goal seems to be to keep the squirrel
population from growing artificially (and
perhaps from growing docile) as a result
of human intervention, not to eradicate
squirrels. In the lifespan of this newspaper,
I have never heard of the city doing anything to even reduce their number, which
might not be legal under provincial law
anyway. It also wants to avoid, I suspect,
food for squirrels attracting rats.– DP.

Please continue
to allow wood fires
I would like to add my support to Westmount city council’s decision permitting
homeowners to use their wood-burning
fireplaces, as well as to the excellent likeminded Westmount Independent editorial

on the same subject (April 20, p. 6). For 11
years while I owned a home with such a
fireplace, I used it as frequently as I wished
and over that duration only burned half of
the cord of wood that I originally bought.
I expect the small number of our local
homeowners who enjoy their fireplaces
also do not burn large quantities of wood.
I never experienced the downdraft mentioned in an earlier letter to the editor, as
the chimney drew strongly, and when
there was no fire being burned (way over
99 percent of the time), the damper was
shut and no drafts were perceived.
As council has observed, Westmount
homes are not heated by wood. Occasional
fireplace use is a treasured, aesthetic, soothing, cultural pleasure. Chestnuts on an
open fire, anyone? Friends and family of
mine have enjoyed wood fires well into their
old age, with no evident health detriment.
Even those of us who are rightfully environmentally outspoken could perhaps
lighten up on this infinitesimally small
contribution to air pollution, in consideration of the happiness it brings.
David Fish, Metcalfe Ave.

The Boulevard is oxygen
for city’s traffic issues
Open letter to Mayor Christina Smith, Councillor Philip Cutler and four city officials
Trucks are rolling through Westmount
as we enter the beginning of the city -wide
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heavy/intense construction season. These
trucks are not solely destined for Westmount. They get on at Decarie and exit at
Côte de Neiges.
I trust that you are going to do something to remedy this situation. How can
you possibly say that you are taking traffic
control and residents’ quality of life seriously as this intolerable situation prevails
for 10-plus years post-numerous traffic
planning studies and forever-promises to
address these issues?
The Boulevard is the oxygen that feeds
traffic through Westmount and contributes
to the intolerable volume of vehicles and
danger on our roads, to say nothing of the
air and noise pollution.
Does anyone at city hall realize that reducing and controlling the traffic on The
Boulevard will go a long way to significantly improving the traffic volume in the
entire neighborhood? That traffic was not
addressed in the infamous Vision 2040
great urban update perhaps shows how
disconnected the administration is from
what truly concerns Westmount residents.
It seems not a week goes by without someone writing a Letter to the Editor of the
Westmount Independent to complain about
the dangerous traffic and the state of our
roads and sidewalks. Residents continue
to write and the administration continues
to ignore their concerns. Speeding cars,
speeding Société de transport de Montréal
(STM) buses and trucks, yet all we get is
“people want us to invest in our parks” or
“the roof is leaking at city hall” or “it’s complicated.” Resources are dedicated to and
available for the greenhouse, which few
people use (we don’t even grow Westmount’s horticulture), exhaustive research
for new windows at city hall, re-doing
parks, which residents don’t think is
necessary – and the one issue that unites
all residents, TRAFFIC, is given little attention and few resources.
A re-designed, traffic-constrained The
Boulevard would significantly improve all
residents’ quality of life as well as their
safety while simultaneously enhancing the
beauty of a heritage neighbourhood. Now
that would be visionary and truly transformational.
I will continue to write as it seems after
a year and half of asking for some action
the motto at city hall must be “Go slow,
don’t fix it.”
Janis Kraut, The Boulevard

Contra souffleur
à feuilles (3)
Quel plaisir de lire la lettre d’Elisabeth
Robinson « contra leaf blowers (1) » (27
avril, p. 6) !

Car il n’y est pas seulement question du
souffleur à feuilles, il est aussi question de
la feuille elle même. Une belle façon de
nous questionner à son sujet: pourquoi estelle si appréciée attachée à l’arbre et si déplaisante lorsque tombée au sol? Est elle
devenue inutile au pied de l’arbre?
Tout comme nous considérons maintenant notre compost comme une ressource
et non plus comme un déchet, il conviendrait de faire évoluer nos mentalités. Avec
un peu d’observation et d’anticonformisme, chacun peut trouver une façon de
laisser des feuilles se composter « localement » et enrichir la terre de son jardin.
Avec l’amical soutien d’un collectif de
vers de terre, d’insectes et d’oiseaux,
Barbara Roubert, rue Metcalfe

Contra leaf blowers (4)
What a relief to be joined by Elisabeth
Robinson and Stephen Chin in my foreverbattle against gasoline-powered leaf (and
snow) blowers (April 27, p. 6 & 7 letters).
It is good to have allies. My last public venting on this matter, tongue firmly in cheek,
was in 2018 (March 20, p. 6).
I mostly agree with what my colleagues
have written (except, perhaps, the supposed medical harms listed by Mr. Chin).
Notwithstanding, the evidence is such that
there can be no doubt these evil devices
must be banned. Not after another year,
but immediately.
The downside to banning these unnecessary gasoline-powered devices is the
loss of income by contractors. However, if
they were to use rakes and shovels, they
could pass the added time on to their employers. I need caution Westmounters who
resent the noise, fumes and other hazards
generated by these machines not to expect
a quick response unless they are prepared
to speak more forcefully. I wrote about
these three years ago. Subsequently, I suggested substituting electric units. This too
fell on deaf ears (not helped, of course, by
the sound from the gasoline engines).
Somehow Westmount still is unable to
act on this problem. Yet, as Ms. Robinson
points out, other municipalities have
banned gasoline-powered units. And I add,
some have even managed to enforce prohibitions forbidding contractors from distributing leaves and snow on the roadway
where they pose dangers. In Westmount,
unless these offenses are witnessed by
Public Security officers, no action is taken.
This issue is not a game: it is a significant
health problem.
Here we are, three plus years and counting. Join the “contras” and make your
voices heard.
Barry Pless, Lansdowne Ave.
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Letters to the Editor
Contra leaf blowers (5)
I would like to add my voice to the many
residents of Westmount who object to the
noise pollution created by gasolinepowered leaf blowers. In the past, landscape gardeners have objected to this proposed action being taken, decrying the prohibitive cost of replacing their existing
equipment. These complaints should not
come before the growing complaints of
residents. Electric blowers, which use rechargeable lithium batteries, are a do-able
and affordable solution.
This problem is about so much more
than noise pollution, and there are dramatic statistics to support this point. In
fact, these leaf blowers create more air pollution than cars. Research shows that the
two-stroke engines in gasoline leaf blowers
release 300 times the levels of hydrocarbons as vehicles on the road. Running a
blower for one hour is equivalent to the
pollutants released by driving a car for
1,100 miles. If we multiply that by the
thirty days currently permitted in the
spring, the results are unacceptable.
According to a 2011 “Emissions Test”
published on edmunds.com:
“The 2011 Ford F-150 SVT Raptor packs
a 411-horsepower 6.2-liter V8, weighs
more than 6,200 pounds and has the
aerodynamics of Mount Rushmore.
“You’d have to drive a Raptor 235 miles
– stopping every 505 seconds and doing
cold re-starts – to emit the same level of
hydrocarbons as simply idling the twostroke leaf blower for less than 10 minutes.
“To equal the hydrocarbon emissions of
about a half-hour of yard work with this
two-stroke leaf blower, you’d have to drive
a Raptor for 3,887 miles, or the distance
from northern Texas to Anchorage,
Alaska.”
For Westmount to delay the banning of
these machines any longer is an embarrassment.
Catherine Howick, Lansdowne Ave.

water Library at city council on April 19. In
fact, I am a supporter of the library and am
not acting in an official capacity.
I was floored by the unfairness displayed by the mayor and council with regard to the library’s annual subsidy – not
overwhelming by any stretch of the imagination. The issue at stake is the drop by
28 percent compared to 2018 in allocating
a supporting grant. The library is still providing the same services that Westmount
does not provide, notably with regard to
computer training courses for all ages.
This protocol of the city funding the library
for specific services has served very well.
The library has a very tight budget and
so it is disconcerting to see its allocation
reduced during COVID times. Councillor
Jeff Shamie is opposed to handing out
“municipal dollars to charitable organizations.” Regrettably, Jeff doesn’t parse the
difference between a relief charity that operates with no strings attached versus a
supporting grant provided in exchange for
services to the community. Councillor Lulham is “disappointed by the library’s com-

ments decrying the lack of support,” when
in fact, the issue is the cutback in support
level at a critical juncture. It is not fair to
skate past the real issue.
Mayor Smith “would encourage them
[the library] to provide data on the number
of [Westmount] users.” How so? By having
a checker count Westmounters attending
lectures and meetings, taking courses
(including those offered by the Quebec
Writers’ Federation), borrowing books, or
simply going in to browse?
This ungenerous bean counting is
couched in the coded phrase: “the library
serves a large territory outside of Westmount.” Yes, perhaps, but the library is a
viable, historic institution situated within
our community.
John Fretz, Lansdowne Ave.

Pro Atwater Library (2)
This is to support the request that the
city of Westmount reconsider its current
policy regarding financial aid to the Atwater Library and Computer Centre.
The library provides Westmounters

Police Report

Woman, 79, sent to hospital after falling while aboard bus
said the bus driver, he had no choice but
to slam on the brakes, causing the elderly
passenger, who was standing and about to
get off at the next stop, to suddenly fall.
Since the woman was elderly, the police
officers who responded to the scene
decided it would be best to call Urgences
Santé to transport her by ambulance to
hospital to undergo an examination for
possible injuries, said Station 12 community relations officer Adalbert Pimentel.

By Martin C. Barry
A 79-year-old woman who was a passenger aboard a Société de transport de Montréal (STM) bus heading southward on
Claremont Ave. last week had to be transported to hospital by paramedics after falling suddenly when the driver came to an
abrupt stop.
According to an account of the incident
at 12:35 pm on May 11 given to police by
the driver of the bus, the vehicle was passing cautiously near the corner of Chesterfield Ave., as the street was partly obstructed because of construction taking
place nearby.
When a car unexpectedly came through,

◀ A southbound STM bus navigates around a
double-parked taxi on Claremont between
Chesterfield and Sherbrooke on May 17, six
days after an accident involving a passenger
inside a similar bus.
Photo: Independent.

Pro Atwater Library (1)
Re: “Atwater Library continues to press city
for added funding.” April 27, p. 9.
I was one of three “representatives” requesting additional funding for the At-

By-law, cont’d. from p. 1
vene.”
The city has asked Public Security to pay
special attention to the summit area, which
has been attracting many people (see separate stories, p. 3 and p. 19). While penalties
for most offences under the existing By-law
1475 are for “at least $100” plus applicable
costs, the new draft by-law does not indicate
any exception for the new offence.

with much more than just computer
courses. Having attended many of its
weekly Lunchtime Sessions over the years,
dealing with a great variety of subjects, I
can attest that very many fellow-Westmounters regularly attend those weekly
events, which are held at mid-day, a time
more convenient to the seniors who comprise most the audience. In addition, the
library’s catalogue features books on subjects not available at other libraries.
Rather than seeking new organizations
to fund, surely the city should give priority
to an institution based here for a century,
which continues to render such valuable
service to the Westmount population.
At the very least, the city should consider increasing its 2021 grant to the
library to an amount equal to the municipal tax increase that resulted from installing the elevator.
That long-awaited improvement makes
the library’s premises yet more accessible
and inviting, especially to seniors, including so many Westmount residents.
Maura McKeon, Clarke Ave.

Coiffure Jean John
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Councillor’s
column
Kathleen Kez
District 8
Editor’s note: The second half of this column
was omitted from last week’s issue (p. 6) due
to a “cut and paste” error by me. I apologize.
Here is the whole column afresh. – DP.
The city of Westmount’s financial statements were once again audited by the firm
Raymond Chabot Grant Thornton and a
“clear opinion” was given. There were no
discrepancies found and the financial results present an accurate picture of the city’s
financial position as at December 31, 2020.
The firm evaluated fraud and risk, as
well as reviewed internal controls in accordance with public sector accounting
standards. Fortunately, the audit confirmed that we are in a very healthy financial position.
I am pleased to report that, as at December 31, 2020, Westmount was in a net
financial asset position, meaning its financial assets were higher than its financial
liabilities by $31 million, an increase of $7
million over the previous year. The total
net worth of the city, if we include non-financial assets (buildings, sewers, machinery, equipment etc.) is $218 million

Financially where we stand
compared to $205 million in 2019.
The audited statements confirmed an
operating surplus of $9.7 million, which
is very close to what was originally projected last fall in the amount of $8.5 million. The surplus was mainly the result of
two extraordinary items that could not have
been anticipated. The first being an unexpected increase of $5.7 million in transfer
duties (the sale of the 4300 de Maisonneuve apartment complex alone amassed
an amount of $3.8 million) over budget
and the second being a provincial grant
amounting to $4.2 million to help reduce
the financial impact of the pandemic for
2020 and 2021.
Had it not been for these two revenue
items, we would be finding ourselves in a
deficit situation of roughly $200,000. Regarding deficits, in general, as municipalities cannot carry a deficit from one year to
the next, it would have to be made up the
following year with a balanced budget by
either increasing revenues or cutting expenses or a combination of both.
Pandemic decreases some revenue items
Aside from the revenue increases mentioned, there were some notable revenue
decreases resulting from the pandemic.
Pay-by-plate and parking permit revenues

decreased by $978,000, ticket and fine revenues decreased by $831,000 and recreational and library revenues decreased by
$1 million compared to budgeted amounts.
Total departmental expenditures came
to a total of $13.3 million whereas the
budgeted amount was $14.8 million. This
favourable variance can be largely attributed to Public Works where spending
was $1.1 million less than budgeted.
Public Works expenditures were less because of lower spending on snow removal
operations, less vehicle repair and maintenance, and lower-than-expected overall
recycling and waste management costs.
Though there were favourable variances
in other departments, they were offset
somewhat by an increase in expenses related to Public Security, Engineering,
Urban Planning and COVID-related costs
($540,000).
Regarding Hydro Westmount, the decrease in gross revenue amounting to $3.1
million was mainly a result of a decrease
in consumption of electricity by commercial customers as their occupancy was
relatively low due to the pandemic. This
decrease was somewhat offset by a decrease in overall expenses amounting to
$2.6 million in large part due to less
Hydro-Québec purchases ($2.1 million).

The municipal pay-as-you-go was $11
million lower than budgeted and the use
of our appropriated surplus was $8.9 million lower than originally planned as some
of our capital works projects (road reconstruction on Sunnyside, green house, city
hall exterior project, garage yards etc.) were
postponed and will be completed over a
two-year period for pandemic-related reasons.
As at December 31, 2020, the total accumulated surplus was $37 million and, of
this amount, $27.6 million is appropriated
for various projects.
The financial report and the auditor’s
report have been tabled by the treasurer
and have been forwarded to the Ministère
des affaires municipales et de l’habitation.
The 2020 financial statement is available
on the city’s website for consultation.
Looking back at the past year with all
the challenges the COVID pandemic has
posed, Westmount remains in excellent financial health, however with the looming
agglomeration budget for 2022, council
will have to be judicious in its use of any
surplus to weather future storms.
Moving forward, in addition to continuously evaluating the impact of COVID on
our 2021 operating budget, we have begun
the process of planning for the 2022 capital and operating budgets.
I look forward to sharing with you more
information as it becomes available.

LUXURY HOMES

FOR RENT
CHOOSE FROM OUR LARGE
SELECTION OF LUXURY HOMES FOR
RENT IN GREATER MONTREAL.

Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

WITH GROUPE COPLEY’S OWN
DEDICATED SERVICE TEAM, WE WANT TO ENSURE

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS

THAT YOUR RENTAL EXPERIENCE IS TRULY

Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

OUTSTANDING WITH US.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.
For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com

View all our homes at

GROUPECOPLEY.COM
QUESTIONS? ASK PENNY

INFO@GROUPECOPLEY.COM OR
514.656.6437 ext.0

Serving executives, athletes,
and professionals since 1998
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THINKING OF SELLING?
NOW IS THE TIME TO LIST! PRICES ARE UP & INVENTORY IS LOW!
CALL US FOR A PROFESSIONAL & CONFIDENTIAL MARKET ANALYSIS
OF YOUR HOME.
YOU CAN REACH US AT 514.934.2480 OR BY EMAIL AT INFO@CHRISTINAMILLER.CA

NEW
LISTING

$3,850,000

$3,789,000

WESTMOUNT I CH. EDGEHILL

OUTREMONT I AV. PAGNUELO

GOLDEN
SQUARE
MILE

NEW
LISTING

$6,890,000
WESTMOUNT I CROIS. BELMONT

$2,950,000

$1,998,000

MONTREAL I SUMMERHILL TERRACE

NEW
LISTING

$1,850,000
MONTREAL I PL. UPPER-TRAFALGAR

$1,585,000
MONTREAL-O. I AV. BALLANTYNE N.

MONTREAL I AV. SUMMERHILL

NEW
LISTING

$1,500,000

NEW
LISTING

1,395,000

MONTREAL I RUE DE LA MONTAGNE

WESTMOUNT I AV. KITCHENER



  

326 Victoria Avenue, Westmount, Quebec H3Z 2M8
Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency
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INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$25,000,000 + txs

$6,900,000

MONT-TREMBLANT
Development opportunity | Approximately 10,000,000 sq. ft. of generous lots of approximately
1.5 acres each, as well as condominiums and commercial real estate development. MLS 10534940

WESTMOUNT
5+1 bedroom architectural masterpiece seamlessly marries a beautiful traditional exterior
to a transitional modern interior, 2 car garage, geothermal. MLS 28201966

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$6,800,000

$5,890,000

WESTMOUNT
Majestic classical home perched high above the Boulevard | 5+1 bedroom | Double garage.
MLS 15452165

BEACONSFIELD
Magniﬁcent award-winning 5 bedroom home on a 21,000 square-foot waterfront lot.
MLS 11942034

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$4,850,000

$4,500,000

PLATEAU-MONT-ROYAL
Located in the renowned UM project, beautiful 4,416 sq. ft., 3 bedroom condominium
with 18’8 ft high ceilings, south east facing terrace views. MLS 25803065

RITZ-CARLTON RESIDENCES, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Spectacular corner unit with views of the mountain and the museum.
MLS 18740099

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$4,450,000

$3,695,000

LES SOMMETS SUR LE FLEUVE, NUNS’ ISLAND
Spectacular 3700 sq. ft. PH on Nuns’ Island in the prestigious Les Sommets sur le Fleuve | Striking panoramic vista, 1000 sq. ft. terrace, 2 balconies, 3+1-bedrooms, 3+1 baths, 3 car garage. MLS 12489627

TROPIQUES-NORD, CITÉ DU HAVRE
Fully renovated 3,806 sq.ft., 4 bedroom, 3 +1 bath condo commands panoramic views
of Old Montreal and the St.Lawrence River. 4 car garage included. Exclusive.

CLOSE TO

$1.5 B

40

118 M

100%

TOTAL SALES VOLUME

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

ANNUAL WEB VIEWS*

DEDICATED TO YOU

Since 2008

KAUFMAN GROUP

*sothebysrealty.com

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK
Alfee Kaufman, Realsothebysrealty.ca
Estate Broker - Lindsay
Hart, Real
Estate Broker
- Liza
Kaufman,
| Sotheby’s
International
Realty
Québec
LK. Certiﬁed Real Estate Broker - Andrew Hops, Residential Real Estate Broker
Independently owned &sothebysrealty.ca
operated. Real estate
agency. *Listed
price.and operated. Real estate agency.
| Independently
owned
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INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$2,600,000

$2,200,000

$2,195,000

$2,150,000

WESTMOUNT
Victoria Village large duplex with garden.
MLS 10528638

PORT ROYAL - GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Exceptional opportunity to own almost 3000 sq.ft.
in iconic Port Royal. 2 gar spots. MLS 25805483

WESTMOUNT
Duplex with a bachelor unit in the basement. Large
private garden & 2 parking spaces. MLS 12280769

WESTMOUNT
Fabulous townhouse offers soaring ceilings, 3 bdrms,
3+1 baths, garage, elevator and more! MLS 28918755

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

$1,598,000

$1,385,000

$569,000 or $2,600/mo

$13,000/mo

MONTREAL-OUEST
Renovated home on a quiet street boasting 5+1 bdrms
and 2+1 baths, inground pool & garage. Exclusive.

MANOIR BELMONT - VILLE-MARIE
This renovated 2+1 bedroom, 2 bathroom condo
has it all! MLS 22217043

WESTMOUNT
Lovely and bright 2 bedroom unit boasting an
open concept and 3 balconies. MLS 17881023

WESTMOUNT
Grand and elegant, this detached home is equipped
with every necessity a family could need. MLS 17817760

PRICE REDUCTION

PRICE REDUCTION

ACCEPTED OFFER IN 4 DAYS*

ACCEPTED OFFER*

$3,475,000

$2,195,000

Asking price : $2,799,000

Asking price: $950,000

VILLE-MARIE
Spectacular completely renovated 5 bedroom home
with inground pool & 2 car garage. MLS 20298375

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
Renovated townhouse with rooftop terrace &
2-car garage. MLS 12832847

HAMPSTEAD
Fully renovated 4+1 bdrm cottage, lovely garden,
2 car tandem integrated garage. MLS 25336567

CLOS ST-BERNARD - OUTREMONT
This 2 bdrm, 2 bath corner unit offers breathtaking
views, high ceilings, and gar. parking. MLS 25426060

RECORD-BREAKING SALE - LISTED & SOLD BY US

SOLD IN 1 DAY

SOLD OVER-ASKING IN 3 DAYS

42 BELVEDERE, WESTMOUNT

WESTMOUNT
Lovely and bright 5 bedroom renovated
semi-detached in prime location.

NOTRE-DAME-DE-GRÂCE
Stunning renovated semi-detached home in
Monkland village.

Highest sale of a single family home in Westmount this year *
*As per Centris

514.379.1333
kaufmangroup@sothebysrealty.ca
Follow us on

KAUFMANGROUP.CA

“We believe that everyone deserves
the extraordinary, because luxury
is not about price point, it’s about
an experience. And when it comes
to real estate, experience matters.”
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Even once vaccinated,
you still need
to protect yourself.
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Let’s work together to keep respecting health measures
so we can protect each other.
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You are in good hands

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

AESTHETIC MEDICINE
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENTS
(No medical referral required)

Plan your visit today

514 342.8346

Dr. John P. Rowen
Phlebology
Aesthetic medicine

Cleghorn publishes Marjorie’s Journey

Marnoch took 10 children to South Africa
to avoid World War II England
By Laureen Sweeney
Imagine shepherding 10 children under
7 on a dangerous journey through the
waters of the Atlantic during World War II
from Scotland to South Africa to set up a
refuge for them until most could be reunited with their parents after the war.
Anyone who has travelled alone with
two or three young children in tow might
relate to what could appear to have been
an impossible mission undertaken by Marjorie Marnoch, a Montessori-trained educator.
In her first “biographical memoir” –
Marjorie’s Journey: On a Mission of Her Own
– Westmounter Ailie Cleghorn relates the
challenges involved, starting with a train
trip from the south of England to Glasgow.
This was regarded in 1940 as a safer departure point for the group’s ocean liner, the
Winchester Castle.

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount
www.xomed.ca | info@xomed.ca

Manoir Westmount
A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

A great place to live, in a perfect location.
Ailie Cleghorn in Pretoria, taken two years ago
on one of her trips to South Africa, “when we
could still travel.”
Photo courtesy of A. Cleghorn.

The story tells of evening blackouts
aboard the train and then how the ship zigzagged its way south in hair-raising attempts to shake off German U-boats. It relates the challenges of setting up a home
for the children, whose number grew to
18, settling them at a public school near
Cape Town where the language of instruction was Afrikaans, and then returning to
post-war England.
These were children of professionals
working in the colonies at a time when it
was customary for them to be left in the
care of others during their parents’ posting.
“This turned into one of the most interesting but challenging chapters in my own
research history,” explains Cleghorn, a
comparative sociologist in education now
retired from Concordia. “A bigger challenge for me was switching from academic
writing to telling a story.”
It involved tracking down missing
pieces of the record, such as the name of
the ocean liner they took.
28-page letter
It also led Cleghorn to various research
sources, from the National Archives at Kew
in England to information in Cape Town
as well as handwritten letters, especially a
28-pager from Marjorie in 1980 to “Sandy”
who had been a nine-month-old baby on
the voyage.
She also managed to meet with some
of the surviving children, now in their 80s,
and collected many photos, some of which
are reproduced in the book. Throughout
the story she refers to the children, and
even Marjorie, by first names only “to protect the privacy” of those she was unable
to contact directly for permission.
The research coincided with some of
Cleghorn’s own academic work in parts of

Very affordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals
 Daily tea
 Daily housekeeping
 Personal Laundry

 Medication distribution
 24 hour security
 24 hour nurse
 Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8
For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

Her book: Marjorie’s Journey: On a Mission of
Her Own.

Africa. It was also driven by a personal
mission to find out more about Marnoch,
who was her mother’s cousin whom she
met occasionally while visiting her grandmother in Aberdeen, Scotland.
As a fulltime faculty member at Concordia from 1989 until retirement in 2021,
Cleghorn’s focus was on African school
studies, beginning in Kenya then moving
on to Zimbabwe, South Africa and Namibia.
The book was launched in February by
Scotland Street Press in Edinburgh and is
available by reservation at Westmount Public Library and by order through Amazon
and Indigo. Cleghorn, who grew up in
Westmount, attended Roslyn and Westmount High and raised her own three
children here.

Master Editions

Arthur Younanian

Antiques & collectibles

Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX

Notaire – Notary

Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST

Estate &
Moving Sales

4635 Sherbrooke West

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation,
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP)

We Provide

Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario

514 503-7719

info@hkltax.com
https://hkltax.com
1434 Sainte-Catherine West
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072
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Hockey Night in Montreal

Interview with Peter Molson, Canadiens co-owner (1964-1971)
By Craig Cormack
Throughout the 1960s, the Montreal
Canadiens were a red, white and blue juggernaut rolling over all opposition. They
dominated the Big Six so much that Montreal’s administration had a standing plan
for a Stanley Cup parade and reception at
the city hall.
When Montreal hosted Expo ’67, a
special stand was erected in anticipation
of yet another Stanley Cup. Sadly, this was
foiled by the Toronto Maple Leafs’ victory,
beating the Canadiens 3-2 in the final game
of that series.
I recently had the pleasure of interviewing Westmounter Peter Molson twice. He,
along with his brothers William and David,
took over the helm of the Canadiens as
owners in 1964, and from then until 1971
presided over no fewer than five Stanley
Cups, quite an accomplishment if not a
team record. Here is what he had to say.
Can you describe the feeling of what it
was like to be with the organization at
the time?
There was a real sort of a family atmosphere and a buzz that was quite incredible,
and the Forum in those days, I think we
seated 16,000 at that time. We had restaurants there and the atmosphere was great.
We also had the Alouette steakhouse right
across the street, where a lot of the players
liked to eat. I personally loved the Clover
Café, where they served great oysters. This
was also a fan favourite.
Did you have fun travelling by train
with the team in the pre-expansion
years?
Everybody was close because of travelling by train. The players got to know each
other well. They passed the time playing
cards – yeah, playing cards was the big
thing in those days. We had all of the comforts, minus television and telephones, but
we had radio.
I remember when we beat Detroit for
the Stanley Cup in 1966, we had quite the
celebration. We took a special train equipped with dining and sleeping cars from
there to Montreal through Toronto, and
there was a gang on the platform in Toronto. The fans knew it was our train and
they came out to cheer, and then we arrived
in Montreal to quite the celebration. It was
really something. Then we all dispersed
and went home, and the next night we had
a team dinner at the Queen Elizabeth for
the presentations of different cups.
You mentioned about travelling by
train to away games. Did you make
many trips by train personally with

the team?
Well, there were only six cities at that
time. I accompanied the team a lot. We
used to use the same train cars. My
brothers and I did miss some games that
were away, but we were always there for
the important games and all the playoff
games.
Were they CN train cars?
Yes.
Did you have any practical jokers on
the team?
Sure, some of the guys would set newspapers and shoes up with matches. The
newspapers would go up and we would
have a laugh. Also, another prank included
inserting matches between the shoe and
the sole for a joke called “the hot foot”!
What did the team do with down
time?
Between games, there would be the
time you played and the time you were
waiting to play. You had your steak dinner,
but before, you’re mostly sitting in the
lobby reading. On the train, you couldn’t
really call anybody either because we didn’t
have cell phones in those days.
The guys could have anything they
wanted to eat on the train between cities,
but we didn’t allow them to drink alcohol
before games. After the games, some of
the guys would enjoy a beer or two. Before
games, we had a curfew and the boys
would have to be in bed by a certain time.
If they broke curfew, they would find themselves in trouble. If the guys were in another city, we would spend maybe a day
and night in the city before playing a game,
you know, so there was chance to relax a
bit and then take a little tour.
How was the transition from train
travel to flying after the league
expansion in 1967?
I guess when the first expansion happened there were a couple of players who
were afraid to fly but they flew because
they had to, because that was the only way
you could travel to far-away cities. They had
to white-knuckle it a bit. And Sam Pollock,
our general manager, hated flying and he
hired a driver to drive him to far away
games. Eventually he had to fly too.
Who were some of the better-known
players you had playing for the team
in those days?
Peter and Frank Mahovlich, Jean Béliveau, Yvon Cournoyer, John Ferguson,
Henri Richard, Gump Worsley, Charlie
Hodge, Terry Harper, and in the later years
we brought up Guy Lafleur from Quebec.
Gainey and Robinson came up after we
sold the team.

Peter Molson at home on May 5.

Did Doug Harvey play for you?
No. Doug Harvey played in the 1950s
before we took over the team. He was a
great player.
Who were some of the coaches that
you worked with?
For the first couple of years, we had Toe
Blake, then Claude Ruel, and then Al MacNeil at the end.
What do you think is the biggest
difference between hockey players in
those days and present time and
today?
Well, today it’s the money. There seemed to be more loyalty in the teams in those
days, in that players didn’t jump around.
They played with their hearts. Money wasn’t everything. It was the pride of being a
member of the Canadiens.
Yes, I heard that players in those days
had jobs in the off-season because
they didn’t have the salaries players
have today. Was that the case?
Some of the players worked in the
brewery; some in public relations for us in
the off-season. One of the players in public
relations was Maurice Richard.
What was Maurice Richard like? My
grandfather told me he worked with
him at the Angus Shops at the CPR
back in the 1940s. My grandfather
said he was a quiet and nice man.

Maurice was very much contained. He
was a loner, a lone wolf. He was a great guy,
but he had a hell of temper. He was independent minded. I remember one time the
Canadiens’ office calling him because he
hadn’t reported in for work in public relations that day. We called him and he said
he was busy cutting his grass! (Laughter.)
What else was different about the
players then from now?
Well, the players were smaller in those
days.
What about the speed of the game?
Well, the game was fast in those days
too, but it is obviously faster today due to
the training and the equipment being
lighter as well.
Do you think the game has changed
in that the way it is played, more
defensive, more offensive?
I don’t think so, I think it is pretty much
the same. It hasn’t changed much in that
way.
Do you think that there is less rough
stuff and goonery today?
There was a lot of that in the old days,
fighting, of course, and the referees like
Red Storey used to have real run-ins with
the crowd that didn’t always agree with his
calls. He was a tough referee. He used to
use his fingers and point
at the players who were continued on p. 17
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going off for a penalty. Red knew how to
control the game and to do this he had to
be tough.
Did you know Andy Van Hellemond?
Yes, I met Andy. He came up as a ref in
the late 1960s. He was good and tough too.
Speaking of rough stuff, my dad
witnessed the famous fight between
John Ferguson and Eric Nesterenko in
1965. Did you see that fight and what
is your comment on Fergie?
Fergie was a very tough guy. He had
hands the size of meat hooks. I’m telling
you, man, they were huge and there was
no fooling around with him. He didn’t play
around in a fight. He went right to business, dropped the gloves, and went for the
knockout.
As far as the Nesterenko fight, I never
saw anything quite like that! Nesterenko
was a real antagonizer and he met his
match with Ferguson.
What did Fergie say after the game?
Not much, he wasn’t a talker. He did his
job and that was it!
The same thing happened with Kent
Douglas in Toronto?
Oh yeah, he didn’t fool around.
I saw something in Hockey Magazine
about Gordie Howe and Howe kind of
challenged Fergie, and he stopped and
sprayed Fergie with some snow, and
Fergie didn’t take the bait?
Gordie was a tough guy too! But they
never got together.
Did you see Howe play a lot?
For sure.
Did you meet him too?
I think I met him once or twice when
he was coming into the Forum with the
team.
What was he like?
He didn’t talk much. But he was a nice
guy. The same with Bobby Orr, he was a
nice guy and quiet and he could handle
himself if things got rough.
What was your role with the
Canadiens?
Well, my role was to help my brother do
his duties with things like public relations.
My brother was president of the Canadiens, which involved all kinds of things.
Did you divide up your roles with your
brothers?
Yes, we did.
Are your brothers still around?
No, they have both passed on. My
brother David died about five to six years
ago and Bill about 10 years ago. He was a
lot older than we were. There was seven
years difference between my brother David
and me.
Do you remember any of the players

Molson, cont’d. from p. 15
having major injuries?
We had a player [Lou Fontinato] who
came up from the Rangers before we took
over as owners. He went into the boards
and he broke his neck. We saw all kinds of
injuries with cuts and pucks hitting people.
I guess some of the players lost their
teeth?
Most of the players didn’t have any
teeth.
Do you remember when Guy Lafleur
came up?
He played for us. We drafted him. I remember him at the Queen Elizabeth, and
they had the draft meetings and I remember when Sam Pollock picked Guy Lafleur and he was a nice fellow to talk to. I
remember most of the guys wore pretty
long hair in those days.
What about Gainey and Robinson?
They came up after we sold the team.
We had excellent defencemen in our time
in Serge Savard and Terry Harper who
played defence together.
I remember hearing that the
Canadiens fans were hard on
Terry Harper.
It was very difficult. I mean how would
you like to be playing and getting booed by
our own fans and they had to put up with
that because they were professionals.
What are your memories of Jean
Béliveau? I heard Mr. Béliveau was
very generous with his autograph and
he had a wonderful penmanship?
Jean Béliveau, I knew very well. He was
really looked up to by all of the players and
he was such a gentleman and a nice person, and the players really respected him
as the captain. He didn’t have a temper, but
if he was antagonized, he could handle
himself. He was tough. He was a big guy.
Yes, and he worked for the brewery. He
was a special representative for us. He
went to functions for Molson and he represented for the Canadiens as well. They
wanted him to be governor general at one
time and he would have made a great one
too. He was a brilliant hockey player to
watch. He played one year for us.
We used to go to the Forum, my
brothers and I, and we would have a little
lunch, then we would go for a skate and
play a little hockey, play a little shinny.
Sometimes the boys would come out and
play too. Béliveau being one of them.
Here is a list of some of the players
who played for you. Maybe you
could share some memories.
Ralph Backstrom
Ralph was a very good hockey player
and a very nice guy, and he was fairly quiet
and a nice guy.
He just died this year at 81 and he

died from COVID-19?
I am really sorry to hear that.
I remember seeing Henri Richard
playing with some old time NHL
players at the Verdun Auditorium and
they were playing some guys from the
Gazette and it was fun to watch.
It was very sad what happened to Henri
with his developing Alzheimer’s and all.
He was a beautiful skater, very aggressive
and he was a great defensive player as well.
My dad told me that Maurice was a
blue line in guy.
Yeah, he was always cruising around
looking for an opening, not doing a lot of
work. But he could put the puck in the net,
and he had a hell of a backhand shot.
Red Berenson was only with us a short
time and then he went to St. Louis.
Dick Duff came from Toronto. Very
nice guy and a good hockey player. Hard
worker.
Terry Harper was a hard worker and a
very good defensive player.
Ted Harris was a darn good defenceman.
Charlie Hodge was an older player. He
backed up the Gumper [Gump Worsley].
Jacques Laperrière was a very good defenceman.
Claude Larose was a good defensive
player.
Did most of these guys come up from
your farm clubs?
We had the Voyageurs who played in
the senior league. So, we had a lot of
players come up from that league.
Noel Picard was a big tough defenceman. No one played around with those
guys. They were tough.
I guess the Gumper really had a great
defence in front of him?
Yes, that’s for sure.
In those days, would the defencemen
take out players trying to hog the
crease in front of the net?
Oh yeah, no question about that. The
game has toned down a lot. You don’t see
the fighting that you used to see.
Claude Provost was a great defensive
player. He used to bug Bobby Hull. Toe
Blake used to put him on Bobby Hull, and
he would never leave him alone.
Henri Richard, fast skater.
Jimmy Roberts, great penalty killer.
Bobby Rousseau, he scored five goals in
one game.
Jean Guy Talbot, great player.
Gump was Gump. He had a bar out in
Pointe Claire. He liked his Seagram’s VO.
He was the only guy on the team we
allowed to smoke. He was a nervous guy
and sometimes he would take himself out
of the game if his jitters got the better of
him.

A “Tribute to the owners” on January 20, 2010.

Was there still trading that went on?
Much less trading than today. I remember drafts especially Guy Lafleur. It
was a lot harder to make it because we had
fewer teams. So, the talent was great. Sam
Pollock had a lot of connections. He could
get things done on the quiet and no one
knew what was happening until it got
done.
What happened. Why did you guys
get out of the business?
My brothers and I decided to leave the
hockey business behind because of two
things. The WHA [World Hockey Association] had just started up and they poached
many of the good players from the teams.
Also, the political climate in Quebec in
those days had become charged and we became uncomfortable so we decided to sell
the team.
What’s your favourite memory of
your time with the club? Do you
have a specific one?
They’re all good memories. There is not
one particular memory that stands out to
me, but it was all just a great experience,
something that very few people experience,
you know, especially being on the train
with the winning team. So, it is not the
same at all today, nothing can compare to
hockey in the 1960s.
Remarks have been slightly edited
for flow and clarity.
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Classes + Workshops
for the 60+
Check out our website at

www.contactivitycentre.org

Westmount
A-dog-tions
Lysanne Fowler

Onyx is a superstar! He is in a foster
home for Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions at

for details about these online activities.
Some courses have tiny fees or you need to be a
member ($20 a year). Many are free for all!
Young at Heart GROOVE:
Join a fun and empowering dance fitness class.
Making Healthy Habits Inevitable
how to improve and maintain a healthy lifestyle
Mindful Breathing Course: ancient science of yogic
“pranayama” to nourish body, mind and soul.
Free sample class June 1 at 9:30.
The Environment, Climate Change and You: 4-part empowering
series with Climate Justice Montreal. Starts this week!
Birdwatching Workshops: workshop series
(back by popular demand).
Workshop on Ageism
with Daphne Naimiash, McGill Centre for Studies on Aging
A Musical Tour of Britain
complete with knowledgeable and engaging tour guide.
“Craft and Chat” Virtual Get-Together:
Company while you’re crafting!

Fraud Prevention Online Workshops:
with SPVM Community liaison Officer Adalbert Pimentel.
Register online at www.contactivitycentre.org or if
you want to join in by phone, call our Outreach worker
Fiona Smith at 438-920-3460.
In English: 1:00 PM Thursday May 27
In French: 11:00 AM Thursday June 17

Contactivity’s Westmount Seniors Resource Guide
– COVID edition
Access this super useful guide on our website or by
calling our Outreach worker Fiona at 438-920-3460.
And you can also call for referrals to local services.

Volunteer Services If you are a senior who is self-

isolating and you need help with grocery shopping, call
our grocery volunteer coordinator Clare 438-699-9927.
Also, seniors who will need a lift for their vaccine booster
shot can call that same number.

Contactivity Centre
4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd W.
Westmount, corner Lansdowne

514 932-2326 | contactivitycentre.org

9 Lives
Lysanne Fowler

Monsieur Henri, so elegant yet adorable
in his affectionate ways. An extraordinary Siamese, with the two tones of
white and grey, which contrast with
his huge aqua-blue eyes. Henri is a
house cat as he is to be coddled by his
adoptive family!
He is healthy at four years young,
but he has a heart murmur that
makes him a candidate for a quieter
lifestyle in an adult home environment. He is up to date with his inoculations, neutered and microchipped.
Henri is available for adoption now
from the Montreal SPCA cattery and
he would love to be placed with a loving family, which would receive a humanitarian, reduced adoption fee.
Please refer to his identification
number 47649682 when you visit the
Montreal SPCA website at www.
spca.com and fill out the adoption application for him on the attached link.
Once submitted, you will then be
contacted for a telephone interview,

Onyx – game
of fetch?
the moment and most often found with a
ball in his mouth. He is playful, athletic,
easy going, affectionate and smart.
Onyx is ready for a dynamic family that
can keep him busy as well as schedule
cuddle time with him on the sofa.
Onyx would also be very happy if
his new family had another young,
active small dog to run zoomies
with in a fenced backyard. Neighbourhood walks for sniffing and socializing are also high on his wish
list. Treat-motivated, he is a quick
learner and loves the stimulation of
training time.
Onyx is just two years young and
weighs 8.5 lbs. He is vaccinated,
neutered and microchipped. He
does well with most dogs that he
meets, is too excited around cats to
live with them and best with
children who are a bit older. If you
would enjoy bringing Onyx into
your family, please do not hesitate
to contact the dedicated volunteers
at Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions at
their email info@gerdysrescue.org.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne

Elegant,
aqua Henri
followed by a visit by appointment at the
SPCA.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne
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Judge Davis tells Rotarians about
his work on the Superior Court
By Martin C. Barry
Family law is at times the most challenging part of a judge’s work, Quebec
Superior Court Justice Tom Davis told
members of the Rotary Club of Westmount during their weekly online webcast
on May 5.
“I think in family law, sometimes we
see the best of people, but sometimes we
see the worst as well,” said the long-time
Westmount resident.
“And that’s understandable in a sense
because people are going through a difficult time. But sometimes you wonder
whether the resources that are being used
in a family matter couldn’t be better spent
on the children, for example.”
From 1983 to 2011, Davis was a lawyer
with the Montreal law firm Borden Ladner
Gervais.
He has also been a lecturer in employment law at the McGill University faculty
of law and is the husband of former city
councillor Rosalind Davis. He was appointed a judge of the Quebec Superior
Court in 2011.
Davis said the court’s jurisdictions include civil matters involving sums greater
than $85,000, family matters (except adoptions and youth protection), bankruptcies,
injunctions and criminal jury trials.
He said he has over the years dealt with
all of these, except for bankruptcy (which
he is not interested in) and criminal jury
trials (which require judges who are
specialists).
Among the cases he was dealing with
in April were a complex divorce, a lawsuit

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Help Wanted – Sales
Looking for a part-time sales associate. Must be bilingual with
some experience in women’s retail. Come to Collange with your
C.V!

Classifieds in the

INDEPENDENT
Why list your goods (or services) on fly-bynight, who-knows-who-is-replying websites
when you can list (and sell) locally?
Buy a classified in the

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
at

www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

by some sub-contracting suppliers against
Bombardier and its Learjet subsidiary, and
a lawsuit brought by a group of dentists
against their insurer, which had declined
to execute on a business interruption policy following the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic.
As Davis’ work also requires him to deal
with cases in some regions outside Montreal, he has lately also been overseeing a
legal matter involving a claim made by
members of a Métis community, who
maintain they have indigenous rights on
some lake-side land in Labelle north of
Montreal that the Quebec government is
trying to evict them from.
“If I am sometimes in a place like, say,
Sorel or Valleyfield, where the court doesn’t
sit every day like you do here, and I happen
to be the senior judge, I may hear up to 20
cases in the same day,” he said, while adding that more complex cases may require
all his attention for weeks at a time.
He said that typically over a year, Superior Court judges sit in court 110 days,
with the rest of their time taken up with
deliberations, writing judgments and managing files.
Rotary of Westmount president Jim
Fares asked Davis what led him to become
a judge.
Davis suggested that after several decades of employment law practice, he
needed a change. He closed with the following remarks.
“I think that the one thing that you have
to try to remember as a judge, you know,
is you’re just a person like everybody else,”
he said.
“I mean, you’re solving some problems
that people have and you have a certain expertise that sometimes they don’t have.
But, you know, we’re just citizens like
everybody else. I think if we can remember
that, we’re probably better judges.”

Thomas Davis of the Superior Court of Quebec, seen here on May 5, explained some of the
aspects of his work to members of the Rotary Club of Westmount during their weekly webcast.

Contractor issued
$1,300 fine

Parks cadets covering
Summit Woods

Public Security was called by city engineers on discovering a large amount of
gravel had been dumped on the sidewalk
on Belmont north of Westmount Ave. and
was being moved by a small tractor across
the street to where it was to be used.
Public Security officials said no permit
was found to allow the contractor to occupy
the public domain and a statement of offence for $1,300 was reported sent to the
company.

Additional weekend patrolling of Summit Woods is being provided by the city
parks cadets who were switched from their
original winter duties on the toboggan hill
at King George (Murray) Park, Public
Security director Greg McBain said. The
cadets are police technology students who
work Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
“They’re doing a great job enforcing dogs
on leash and have been very visible,” he explained.

We can photograph
your roof drains,
with our drone,
before a blockage
ruins your
house
& its
contents!
Good news
for this client

PhotoImagerie Inc.
Conducts legal drone operations • Advanced drone pilot certicate
Transport Canada approved • Certain restrictions apply

photoimagerie@gmail.com

WOOD FINISHING

DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
•Specializing in
stripping & staining

ENTRANCE DOORS

– also –
•Touch-Ups & Repairs
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodﬁnishingmontreal.com
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Ross Brown,
Margaret Gundara,
Lawrence Mysak

The article “Reducing our carbon footprint: every action counts!” in the October
15, 2019 Westmount Independent (p. 9) laid
out the consequences of each of our individual daily actions in reducing, or augmenting, our carbon footprint, and how
these habits might be altered for the benefit of our planet.

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior
design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products
• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Lack of urgency, quantification
in city’s response to climate crisis
Now for the other half of this equation
– the essential leadership and participation
of governments at every level to reduce
global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.
Recent scientific evidence indicates that
global GHG emissions need to be cut by 7
to 8 percent per year over the next three
decades to limit climate warming to below
1.5°C and the associated risks to the planet.
To put this in context, the annual
emission reductions required are about the
same magnitude as the decreases that occurred in response to the COVID pandemic.
(Incidentally, this decrease of about 7
percent in global emissions had little impact on the concentrations of GHG in the
atmosphere because of the inertia in the
earth system and the time it takes for the
atmosphere, land and oceans to absorb carbon emissions. The latest data show atmospheric concentrations of CO₂, the
main GHG, continuing its upward trend
through 2020-2021.)
Westmounters clearly recognize the importance of the city playing its part in reducing emissions with 91 percent of respondents to the recent Imagine West-

mount 2040 survey indicating the city’s
GHG reduction targets were important (35
percent) or very important (56 percent).
Following the September 2019 Climate
Change March, Mayor Smith declared that
Westmount would accelerate its efforts in
areas where it can act as a municipality (Independent, October 8, 2019, p. 5).
So where are we now almost two years
later?
Questioned about progress in reducing
the city’s carbon footprint at the March 15
council meeting, the mayor responded that
“we have many small initiatives that are
adding up.”
Where are we?
So what exactly are the many small initiatives and what do they add up to? Councillor Brzeski provided the following
examples of ongoing city initiatives contributing to lower GHG emissions: LEED
certification of buildings, a new electric
boiler for the library, electrification of vehicles, installation of electric vehicle charging stations, tree planting, promotion of
bicycle transportation, reduction of organic
waste going to landfill, and the inclusion

      

your junk can help others!



Method 1 – If you can wait

  !"!  
#$%&$'(

I can often nd new users for household items,
including furniture, clean beds, bedding, clothes,
kitchenware and appliances. Please send a picture
(due to the small size of the recipients’ apartments).

Tell me about the items and hold on until I nd a
recipient and delivery method.
Method 2 – Bring things to me
Tell me about the items and, if they suit, you can
bring them to my Westmount apartment building
for interim storage.
This is an individual initiative. No organization, no
sta. A heartfelt thanks to everyone who has helped.

Viviane Agia • agia@videotron.ca

of environmental sustainability considerations in the city’s contract management
by-law.
However, there is no evidence the city
has any carbon budgeting process in place
to evaluate the effectiveness of these initiatives, and to determine if Westmount is
doing its part to meet the agglomeration
emission reduction targets laid out in the
Montreal Climate Plan 2030.
It is encouraging to see the city taking
positive steps to reduce carbon emissions,
and the “climate test” mechanism contained in the Montreal Climate Plan will
provide a basis for evaluating the climate
impact of decisions moving forward.
However, this will take several years to
implement, and does not provide a comprehensive strategy for evaluating the city’s
carbon budget. Westmount has an opportunity here to reiterate its environmental
leadership by implementing a carbon-neutral certification process to provide a framework for assessing the city’s carbon budget
and for determining the effectiveness of
emission reduction actions.
It’s time for Westmount to act now – we
owe it to future generations.
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Filion steps up for Right to Play

Social Notes
Veronica Redgrave

Westmount res Madison Brooke Filion
is in her third year community recreation
and leadership training at Dawson College.
Each term, part of her curriculum involves
an internship. For 2021, her final year, she
chose to work on Sole to Soul organized by
Playmakers.
The fun-named event is a virtual stepa-thon organized by Playmakers supporting the Right to Play charity.
Right to Play
“This organization reaches over 11.2
million children in 15 countries. Play
empowers children with confidence and
knowledge they need to rise above adversity and become positive forces of change,”
she explained as we chatted in Westmount
Park.
The event is for all, kids and adults
alike, and suggests stepping an average of
10 kilometers a day for 10 days.
“This can include biking, walking for
pleasure, jogging, going shopping, walking
to school or to the library, or simply around

the house. Our goal is to raise $1 for every
kilometer taken.”
It’s not just Montreal involved in this
fun project. There are virtual Sole to Soul
walks throughout the world.
Evan Dunfee, Olympic race walker, is
the Canadian ambassador, and gives registrants helpful tips and tricks on race
walking. (Sounds good to me! That’s an exercise I need to help me move my feet in
tennis!)
Steps lead to stories
Madison explained that as participants
reach milestones on their way to 100 km,
the Sole to Soul Step-A-Thon will reveal remarkable stories about Right to Play
children and kilometers they have to travel
for simple, everyday tasks.
The fun stepping starts May 25 and
runs (as it were!) until June 4.
But Madison pointed out that Early Bird
(i.e. now!) registrations means participation in Early Bird Playtime with Evan Dunfee, as well as the possibility to win great
prizes.
See p2p.onecause.com/soletosoul for
information, email playmakers@rightto
play.com or follow them on Instagram
@righttoplay.playmakers.

Diamond drop earrings featuring
f
two oval diamonds 2.45cts
$37,000

Madison Brooke Filion on May 7 in Westmount Park.

S an
St
a d out
from the cro
owd
w
Peruse our beautiful selection of
high diamond jewellery

PA S S I O N AT E J E W E L L E RY S I N C E 1 9 5 4

Excellent cushion cut diamond 3.02cts
in our platinum Flowing Lines design

Patek
a
Philippe · Parmigiani Fleurier
2195 Crescen
nt Street · 514.848.0595 · Kaufm
manndeSuisse.ca
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Images taken from the Montreal Camera
Club’s online invitation.

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

Art Scene
Heather Black

EVI HO

514-862-7718
eviho@outlook.com

ANNE-MARIE LARUE

514-919-0877

amlarue@uniserve.com

We welcome your calls !
REAL ESTATE BROKERS

RE/MAX Action Inc Agency – Westmount

Charles
Pearo
Ph.D.

Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you!

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818
HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

On April 19, New York street photographer Phil Penman presented his work online to members of the Montreal Camera
Club.
Initially known for celebrity portraits,
Penman’s more recent work captures New
York’s street theatre and pandemic reality.
His striking images – primarily in black
and white – reveal a mastery of technique
and a strong sense of design.
People watching
The presentation – entitled Street Photography: The man who shoots everything and
anything – include images of the rich and
famous.
Paris Hilton is photographed from behind as she walks towards a line of photographers. Photographed through a car
window, Ozzie Osborne is captured the
moment a woman – also taking his photo
– is reflected in the glass. These dynamic
images reveal Penman’s creative edge – interesting subjects taken from unusual
angles.
His photographs also reveal New York
City’s street theatre. A woman wearing a

Phil Penman:
Drama and documentation
long dress and astronaut helmet is the subject of “Spacewoman NYC.” Other images
include dogs in costume or a mariachi
band in Soho. In one street portrait, a
grizzled New Yorker wears a straw hat
covered with stars similar to those on the
American flag.
Other images are elegant design compositions. In “Katz’s Deli, Houston Street,
New York,” a woman and a man under umbrellas pass each other in the rain. Bold in
black and white, dramatic lighting reveals
Penman’s signature style. An image of a
pedestrian crossing a street lined with
multiple red traffic lights, “Snow on
Madison Avenue,” captures – in colour –
the scene’s atmospheric beauty.

an interior view of an empty ferry with the
Statue of Liberty framed in the window –
signals both hope and helplessness. At a
time where many lost jobs and homes, a
portrait of a smiling man living under a
bridge reveals a resilient – and proud –
spirit.
Penman’s gift is his ability to see past
the story to the individual. His work frequently conveys a sense of humanity and,
at times, humour. One subject – with
amusing signs asking for a handout – appears in several photographs. Following
the presentation, the photographer answered the members’ many questions –
from subject permission to techniques for
shooting on cold, snowy days.

Timely record
Dramatic scenes of the September 11
collapse of the Twin Towers are also within
Penman’s oeuvre. Two figures – their faces
marred by smoke and ash – struggle to
walk along a debris-littered street. Another
taken inside a shop captures the dazed and
concerned expressions of those who made
it to safety.
Recent images of New York during the
pandemic reveal shuttered shops and 5th
Avenue devoid of pedestrians. Another –

Increased opportunity
Penman’s Webex presentation – a collaboration between the Montreal Camera
Club (MCC) and the Lakeshore Camera
Club – was organized by MCC program cochair and Westmounter Diana Bruno. She
commented: “The silver lining in the
COVID cloud is that it got us to think outside the box and to team up with the other
Montreal English-speaking camera club to
share speakers and other online activities
for 2020-2021.”
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Exce
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i
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ment
Portfolio management expertise and exxcellence, depth,
d consistency
i t
professionalism
f
i
li
and
— thi
this is
i what
h th
has d
deﬁned
ﬁ d our
business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.
At the Bruce Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so
that it is speciﬁcally tailored to meet your needs and expectations.
Our personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio
management, is why the Bruce Kent Group is the largest discretionary
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across
Canada, with over $5 billion in assets under management.

To mee
et with us, please call:
Jean-François Dion,
Vice President & Directorr,, Portfolio Managerr,,
or Sholom Tabak,
Vice President & Wealth Advisor,
at 514-878-4216
1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal
brucekentgroup.com

It’s time.
If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and
comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are afﬁliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / ™ T
Trrademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
2021. All rights reserved. 21_90301_BY5_005
(02/2021)
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Client Testimonial

JILL PRÉVOST

Without Jill’s guidance, we would still be living
in our rental. She helped us beyond anything
we thought a realtor could do. Her knowledge
+ negotiating skills truly sets her apart. — B + T

I MIGHT HAVE YOUR BUYER!
VERDUN VACANCY?

PLATEAU OR NDG DILEMMA

This young pregnant family,

Either stay in the Plateau or move to NDG,

Want to move to Verdun,

Debating between being near Monkland or on Waverly,

They need 3 bedrooms + a garden,

A 3 bedroom upper or lower will do,

Hopefully before the baby has come!

But, a renovation project they won't go through.

GOOD BASEMENT IN CSL OR NDG

PLEX IN THE HEN

A house in CSL or NDG, either will do,

Looking for a duplex in St. Henri,

She wants a basement to send the boys to,

With a garage + garden too,

A man cave for him, a garage and ensuite for her,

If possible double occupancy,

If you've got something off market, CALL ME for sure!

And RENO'S they want to do!

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me.

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...
Visit all my properties

jillprevost.com
R E A L E S TA T E B R O K E R

514.591.0804
Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest
Real Estate Agency

