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Bixi-ing on a breezy, warm Saturday

Governing board created
for Hydro Westmount
By Laureen Sweeney
An idea that has been talked about off
and on for more than a decade came to fruition at the council meeting June 7. That’s
when a governance committee was created
for Hydro Westmount.
This committee is to act as an advisory
board to guide and prepare the electrical
utility “in its new challenges in environmental and technological matters,” according to a resolution moved by Councillor
Jeff Shamie, the council’s commissioner
for Hydro Westmount and administration.
“I’m so excited,” Shamie said last week.
“It’s a huge shift for the city. We need to

No issue next week
(Dominion Day observance)
Next issue: July 6

Foot pain?
Heel spur?
Bunions?

get Westmount ready for the green revolution,” he said. This includes the widespread use of electric cars.
Under consideration by the new committee, Shamie said, will be the viability of
Hydro Westmount, the pros and cons and
financial implications of upgrading it to
meet new demands, and how the utility
will adapt to changing times as well as various options.
The committee is to meet four times a
year, starting in the upcoming days. It is to
deliver a report of recommendations in
two years.
The 11 members of the committee
come from city council, the city administration with another five from volunteer
residents selected for related experience
and acumen (see separate story p. 5).
“According to 2019 statistics from the SAAQ, continued on p. 5

514-439-5112

245 Victoria #525, Westmount

From left, Alain Awad and Corine Gasse picking up Bixis at the corner of de Maisonneuve and
Greene Ave. on June 19. They were off for a relaxed 2:30 pm lunch downtown on a beautiful, warm,
breezy day. The two live on Olivier Ave. and, according to the counter on the Bixi sign, they were
the 684th and 685th riders that Saturday.
Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Demolition meeting reconvenes June 23

City posts 55+ letters on
325 Melville, most vs. demo
By Laureen Sweeney

— Consult —
Dr. William Constant, podiatrist
Dr. Jean-Maxime Rocheleau, podiatrist

June 22, 2021

As the city prepares June 23 to reconvene a demolition meeting on 325 Melville,
it last week posted a total of more than 55
letters, on 90 pages, of comment or opposition regarding the project. Most oppose the
project based on defending the current
building or opposing its proposed replacement.

Reasons for opposing the demolition of
the Category III building of four “affordable” rental units included sustainability,
a lack of need and setting a precedent for
the future.
Most, however, focused on a proposal
to replace it with taller condos, described
as out of keeping with the neighbourhood
that would block the
views, light and privacy of continued on p. 18
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Thomas H. Garside (1906-1980) Metis Lighthouse, Leggett’s Point
Oil on canvas, 27 x 34 in (68.6 x 86.4 cm)
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Prince Albert Park vandalism
closes comfort station

The Prince Albert Park comfort station on June 20.

The comfort station at Prince Albert
Park was closed June 9 after a cleaning
crew the night before discovered vandalism in the women’s washroom, Public Security officials said. A faucet had been bent,
the soap dispenser broken, a toilet plugged

Photo: Independent.

Bonavista Towers – Westmount Adj.

4650 Bonavista

by rolls of paper and water found to have
overflowed. On June 12, a window in Westmount Park also was reported broken.
“We’re asking people to respect city
buildings and report any vandalism,” said
Public Security director Greg McBain.

1 & 2 bedrooms available
from $1299 • 900 sf to 1500 sf
9 foot ceilings • Balconies
Includes stainless appliances, heat,
hot water and storage locker.

5 given curfew tickets in Westmount Park
A parks patroller June 13 discovered a
group of three young men and two women
partying at a picnic table in Westmount
Park at 1:25 am after the midnight parks
curfew, Public Security officials said.
Bottles and other items were found scattered around.
Other officers were called to intercept
the five, who were told to clean up the mess
and discard garbage.
Given the “level of co-operation,” each

Letters, p. 10
Shop Locally, p. 21
Pet Page, p. 22
Return to Retail:
Shipping, haircuts
& tai chi, p. 25
Police Report, p. 26

Ask for rental specials
Workout Room • Roof Terrace
Parking Available
Dog Friendly

was issued a $78 curfew ticket but none
for possessing alcohol in the park. The
type of ticket is at the discretion of officers
depending on the circumstances, Public
Security director Greg McBain explained.
The five, residents of Montreal, were in
their 20s.

Call for a visit 514

A 19-year-old resident of Montrose was
fined $152 after a complaint of loud music
June 13 was received at 5:52 am, Public Security officials said. The sound level of the
music coming from the back of the property was described as “excessive.”
It was so loud that efforts to contact the
occupant at the door as well as by two
phone calls took 30 minutes before someone was reached. The ticket was issued
when it was also discovered that similar
complaints had been received last year.
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Outremont – 40 Ch. Bates, Suite 101
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Cote Saint-Luc – 7905 Cote Saint-Luc Road #1101
$233,000 | MLS 28195429
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Summer seating comes to Greene Ave.

The city installed picnic tables on the eastern side of Greene Ave.’s asphalt towards the end of the
week ending June 11. It is a continuation of last year’s COVID-inspired arrangement for de
Maisonneuve to Sherbrooke, but with the addition of the portion between St. Catherine and de
Maisonneuve, as seen here June 15.
Photo: Independent.

The ﬁnest retirement lifestyle
is available at...

Westmount’s
Good living comes with age.
Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate
comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs
24 hours every single day.
Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES.
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A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

LAURENTIANS – WENTWORTH
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reputed to be the most beautiful lake in the
Laurentians... Lake Wentworth! Have your private
domain as you build the house of your dreams!! or
build 4 - 6 homes for your family and friends or sell
them..you have several different options. Unlimited
electricity at entrance to your land. Carpe diem!
$625,000 + GST/QST
Centris No. 18532348

Bunny Berke
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Hydro Westmount, cont’d. from p. 1
there were 10,000 cars registered in Westmount. Of these, we are trending in the 3
to 3.5 percent range of electric cars, which
suggests we are embracing the new technology. But we’re an old city with aging infrastructure and buildings, for which we
need to upgrade our power grid to meet

Members of
governance committee
Who will sit on Hydro Westmount’s
governing board?
Of the 11 members named in the resolution, up to three are to be members
of council with three from the city’s administration and five to be volunteer
Westmount residents selected for their
related experience or business acumen.
Chaired by Shamie, whose commissionership includes Hydro Westmount,
the committee includes Mayor Christina Smith and Councillor Philip Cutler
as commissioner of infrastructure and
innovation.
Members of the administration are
Hydro Westmount director Salah Bouziane, city interim assistant director
general Bruce St. Louis (a former head
of Hydro Westmount) and city finance
director Julie Mandeville.
The volunteer residents are former
councillors David Laidley (retired chair
of Deloitte) and personal finance advisor Tim Price (who has served and
serves in a number of top leadership
roles at MacDougall, MacDougall &
MacTier and its successor firm, Raymond James), who have both served as
Westmount’s commissioners of finance.
Also named are Geneviève Grenier
(VP and chief of strategy and business
performance at Add Energir), Stephen
Leopold (retired real estate businessman interested in clean energy) and
Daniel Perreault, (involved in a climate
company and energy conservation).

the future,” Shamie explained.
In Hydro Westmount’s own 117-year-old
history, it remains one of the nine electrical
utilities in Quebec that are owned by municipalities rather than Hydro Quebec,
from which each buys power at wholesale
rates to redistribute within its territory according to community demands but at the
rates set by the Régie de l’énergie (see story
July 15, 2008).
This “proximity service” proved to be invaluable, in many people’s view, to Westmount during the ice storm of 1998. Being
a large customer of Hydro Quebec, the
local utility was able to obtain a large block
of some of the limited amount of available
power through negotiations by then city
director general Bruce St. Louis. He is one
of those who will now sit on the new governance committee.
The other eight independently owned
municipalities already have advisory committees, Shamie explained. The idea for
Westmount to follow suit dates back many
years when it was raised from time to time
at council meetings.

Garden company gets
tickets totalling $706
A landscaping contractor was issued
four tickets for three different types of infraction June 10, after the company’s workers were observed at 1:31 pm using a leaf
blower out of season, according to Public
Security officials. The leaf blower was
quickly hidden from view, but not in time.
The company was reported to have had
“many previous encounters” with the city
and this time was given a $275 ticket for
use of the blower after the allowable spring
period and another for using a blower that
did not have the required manufacturer’s
sticker attesting to its power.
As well, the company’s two trucks that
were parked on the street were also ticketted $78 each for failing to display the
required city permits.

Hydro Westmount’s new-ish parking lot, right, built up against the new-ish Highway 20/Route
136, far right, as seen June 20. Hydro Westmount’s buildings are at left. At centre right is the city’s
currently unused former incinerator building.
Photo: Independent.

Westmount Park Towers – 4700 St. Catherine West
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is 500 sf, floor-to-ceiling & wall-to-wall windows bring the outside
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St. Jean brings Quebec quiz –
Canada Day features a mystery hunt
By Laureen Sweeney
“What is the highest mountain in Quebec?” The answer: Mont d’Iberville at 1,652
meters (5,420 feet).
That’s a teaser question of the type to
be asked on the city’s online Zoom quiz to
take place live June 23, the eve of St. Jean
Baptiste Day from 7 pm to 8:30 pm. This
is a one-time event by registration on
Eventbrite to obtain the Zoom link. There
are prizes from local businesses.
On the other hand, Westmount will
mark Canada Day by introducing a webguided family scavenger hunt billed as a
mystery walk, which is to be accessible all
summer but whose link will go into effect
on July 1 from both the city’s and library’s
websites.
This will entice participants to find
clues around the city to solve “The Case of
the Hidden Diamonds,” said Anne-Marie
Lacombe, the city’s new assistant director
of Westmount Public Library and Community Events.
The Quebec quiz – a mix of history,

geography, cities, culture, music and food
– is being hosted by Randolpe Pub Ludique, a downtown establishment known
for its board games that was hired by the
city to produce the quiz. It can be played
individually or as a team effort with one
answer per team.
The Canada Day scavenger hunt leads
the clue hunters on a walk of about 1.5 kilometers to various points in Westmount
chosen for residents to see their city “in a
whole new light,” Lacombe said.
“It’s family oriented so if they don’t find
a clue, or are wrong, the answer will be provided so they can move on to the next clue,”
she explained. “It’s a mystery based on a
storyline that 100 years ago, chief librarian
Mary Solace Saxe hid a stash of diamonds
in a book with a false cover, which today’s
librarians need your help to solve.”
From the start location, a smart phone
will be required to read the story and solve
riddles based on what can be seen.
The interactive game was created by
Sarah Lolley, of NDG Interactive Walks
and mailbox missions.

Council approves contract nudging $800K

Vic Hall’s mechanical room
to undergo renovation
By Laureen Sweeney

Visitez notre unité modèle des maintenant,
sur rendez-vous seulement
Visit our model unit now, by appointment only

6801 RUE ABRAHAM DE SOLA, CÔTE SAINT-LUC QC H3X 0B2

514-664-JOIA

MAJESTICMONTREAL.COM

More major work on a city building was
approved June 7 by city council, this time
phase 1 of a project to upgrade and renovate the mechanical room at Victoria Hall
at an amount of $721,168 after tax credits.
The accepted bid for the “renovation”
from Mécanication Inc. was the lowest of
three at $789,692 (including tax) with the
highest being $884,698.
This phase 1 involves all the preparatory
work required for next year’s phase 2,
which includes replacement of the heating,
according to Elisa Gaetano, engineering director. Victoria Hall’s mechanical room
previously serviced the old section of the
library and the greenhouse, but they are
now being split off.
The preparatory work at Victoria Hall
includes inspection of the aging piping,
electricity systems, plumbing and other
structural elements, she added.
The library’s 10-week long project is
now under way on a contract to install two
electrical boilers in an amount of $378,268.
It is important for the buildings to be independent especially since Victoria Hall is

the city’s official secure emergency shelter
in the event of situations like the ice storm
of 1998, Gaetano explained.

The left-hand door of Victoria Hall on June 20
– still “Closed until further notice.”
Photo: Independent.
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Dawson College tree inventory
meets red tape

Editor’s note
Information on the period between
COVID vaccine doses
By David Price
Last week (p. 9), we published a letter
from resident Beverley Hutchinson about
the delay between COVID vaccine shots.
Her original, unedited letter contained this
sentence:
“Listening to the news, I understand
that the period between [vaccine] shots is
four weeks, preferable; two months, also
very good; three months, okay; and after
four months, COVID immunity is definitely compromised.”
I asked the McGill University Health
Centre for its input on this impression that
the news had created. It did not arrive by
press time for last week’s paper, but here
it is now, from Jesse Papenburg (MD, MSc,
FRCPC, div. of Pediatric Infectious Diseases, dept. of Pediatrics and div. of Microbiology, dept. of Clinical Laboratory Medicine, Montreal Children’s Hospital, McGill
University Health Centre):

Seen here on June 9 outside her home in NDG, Dawson College environmental science coordinator Tonia De Bellis is helping lead a group of science students in a tree inventory project
that includes a large parcel of Westmount’s territory.

By Martin C. Barry
A group of Dawson College science students who are taking part in an urban tree
survey project from June to August won’t
be knocking on doors in Westmount, as
they have been doing in Montreal, because
of municipal regulations here obliging
them to work on an appointment basis
only.
Whereas trees in parks and green
spaces have already been inventoried during an earlier phase of the project, those in
private locations such as back yards have
not. And that is what the Dawson students
are concentrating on this summer.
Although they started going about their
work in Montreal this week by knocking
on doors and introducing themselves to
residents, they ran into a barrier in Westmount.
“This is the first time that we heard we

can’t go door to door,” said Tonia De Bellis,
a Dawson College environmental science
coordinator who is leading the students
with help from researchers Alain Paquette
from UQAM and Carly Ziter from Concordia University.
The city of Westmount asked them to
produce handbills containing contact information, and a permit is required to distribute them.
The flyers invite Westmounters who
wish to participate to reach out to the researchers and make appointments through
two supplied web addresses: www.carlyziter.com/projet-arbres-de-montreal.html,
and https://inaturalist.ca/projects/projetarbres-de-montreal-montreal-tree-project.
“We’ve been scrambling to try to get this
done on time,” added De Bellis, referring
to the unexpected red tape, and suggesting
that an easier alternative might be to drop
Westmount from the survey altogether.

Clarification note
The initial studies demonstrating the
efficacy of COVID-19 mRNA vaccines
(Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna) were done
using an interval of three to four weeks between dose 1 and 2 of vaccine. The use of
a very short interval made sense because
results of these trials were urgently needed.
However, data regarding vaccines in
general pre-COVID largely shows that
longer intervals between the two first doses
of a primary vaccination series are as good,
and often better, than shorter intervals.
Under ideal clinical trial conditions after
the first dose, the COVID-19 mRNA vacAlthough the tree inventory work was
scheduled to get under way in Montreal on
June 14, De Bellis was still uncertain
whether she and the team would be able
to do much more within Westmount this
week than just distribute the flyers.
“The city of Westmount does not forbid
us to gather data if the residents, the homeowners, allow us,” she noted.
Most of the students who are participating have completed their first year in environmental science. The students will
measure the diameter of trees, take photos
and keep notes.
While part of Montreal’s western downtown area is included in the survey, a large
portion of eastern Westmount is also being
inventoried.
Once the data is collected, various research projects can be done, for example
comparing the diversity and function of

cines demonstrated 92 percent protection
for the short period of time until the second dose was given. The AstraZeneca vaccine demonstrated 76 percent protection
in clinical trials for up to 90 days.
Evidence of protection from “realworld” use in the field after a first dose of
vaccine comes from Canadian and international jurisdictions (especially the UK)
that have implemented extended dose
strategies. These studies show single-dose
vaccine effectiveness generally between 60
to 80 percent against infection with SARSCoV-2 (the virus that causes COVID-19);
this reflects symptomatic disease and
asymptomatic infection combined. Most
importantly, these studies show one dose
of COVID-19 vaccines are approximately
80 percent effective against hospitalization.
There are some data that suggest that vaccine effectiveness may start to slowly decline about three months after the first
dose.
Nevertheless, in the context of limited
vaccine supply initially, the “first dose fast”
strategy with extended intervals (up to four
months) has been shown in several modeling studies to provide the greatest benefits to the overall population in terms of
the number of hospitalizations averted and
the number of lives saved.
It is important to note that the second
dose remains very important! It boosts vaccine effectiveness to over 90 percent and
provides longer term immunity. These
added benefits of the second dose are even
more notable for protection against SARSCoV-2 variants of concern.
tree communities from private land versus
public areas, or examining their impacts
on cooling temperatures.
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Letters to the Editor
What is city doing
about the caterpillars?

Praise Moore – compost
your waste

A recent walk in Murray Park brought
to light the widespread devastation of the
trees by thick clusters of caterpillars.
Many trees, including those planted in
memory of a loved one, have lost all their
leaves. The tall heritage oaks by the tennis
courts are being laid bare.
What is the cause of this destruction
and what actions are being taken by the
municipality?
The beauty of Westmount is in large
part due to its parks and extensive tree
cover along the streets. At a time when the
preservation of tree canopies is also a priority for combating climate change, our
city needs to demonstrate its commitment
to the environment by actively safeguarding its trees and parks, for the benefit of
its citizens.
Madeleine Varkay, Sherbrooke St.

I was very happy to read the article
about household food waste (“Where does
our food waste go,” June 8, p. 20), especially
the acknowledgement of Stephen Moore
and his co-worker. Stephen is one of Westmount’s unsung heroes: doing a tough, not
always pleasant, job but always friendly and
cheerful, going out of his way to be helpful.
Talk about “Service with a smile”!
And if the Independent can discover that
our food waste is actually being composted, perhaps some of our local scofflaws*
will contribute instead of dumping kitchen
waste into the regular garbage.
Patricia Riley, Argyle Ave.
*Editor’s note: For clarity, I don’t think there
is a by-law requiring people to compost (or
recycle). – DP.

Expropriate 1-3 Hillside
for rec centre
This letter was sent to the city of Westmount
June 13
We are writing to express our serious
concern regarding the proposed demolition and condo construction at 1-3 Hillside
Ave. We don’t see any potential benefits to
the plan being put forward and are very
strongly opposed. Not only would this proposed demolition destroy a piece of history,
but the proposed condo construction
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would ruin the street and negatively affect
all residents in the area for a great number
of reasons.
First of all, the owner has left this historic building to deteriorate and has done
absolutely nothing to maintain it. We are
proud to say that the city of Westmount
places high value in the preservation of history, and efforts should be made to preserve the original structure of the building
in order to honour the history it represents.
The owner has acted in bad faith and has
pushed forward with a project that doesn’t
suit the neighbourhood well. No attempt
has been made to put forward a plan that
incorporates the original structure,* which
was a stipulation of construction after the
refusal of the last proposed condo construction.
The proposed five-storey condo building goes against zoning laws that are in
place to respect the aesthetic and atmosphere of the neighbourhood. We feel that
it is very important to respect the established zoning laws to protect the integrity,
beauty and diversity of the landscape. Having areas such as these with lower buildings creates a warm and friendly environment for pedestrians and residents alike.
The height of the building would impose
more shadow over the nearby retirement
home and other neighbouring buildings.
It would also greatly reduce the natural
sunlight and skylight to all residents of 11
Hillside who face this direction. There
would be a significant reduction of privacy
to residents of 11 Hillside facing this direction as the space between the two properties is already quite limited.
We are equally concerned about the increased traffic that such a construction
would inevitably introduce. Hillside Ave.
is a crowded, narrow street with limited
parking and traffic is already somewhat of
a problem. The increase in the flow of traffic that would result from a large condo
construction would be bad for the street.
As well, the proposed location of the underground parking entrance, which is right
next to the entrance of 11 Hillside’s parking
garage, would pose a danger to pedestrians
and motorists. There would certainly be a
greater risk of collisions.

Summer schedule
June 29 – no issue (Dominion Day
observance)
July 6 & 13 – issues
July 20 & 27 and August 3 – no issues
(regular summer break)
August 10 until Christmas –
weekly issues

As residents and owners of unit 314 at
11 Hillside, we would be directly impacted
by this proposal. Our building shares a wall
with 1-3 Hillside and our unit looks out
onto this historic brick building. The current historic structure with brick walls and
trees provides our unit with a lovely and
unique cachet. We want to ensure that this
building is protected and not destroyed.
Instead of allowing this demolition and
condo construction to go forward, the city
of Westmount should expropriate the property. The owner is not taking care of their
asset, so how can we assure that they will
take care of the proposed plan if it were to
go through? The property would be better
suited as a community or recreational
centre because there is a greater need for
such centres. As a former public building,
it would respect and uphold its original
purpose.**
We thank you for considering our concerns and hope that the right decision is
made regarding the future of this historic
building.
Davika Toews & Charles Savard,
Hillside Ave.
Editor’s notes: *Some people might think
that the new plan does “incorporate” the
current building. See June 15, p. 9 to decide
for yourself. **For clarity, although the
building was a (public building) armoury
for many years (beginning in 1921 until
2014, then sold in 2017), it was built in 1910
as a private-sector riding school. See March
7, 2017, p. 1, April 25, 2017, p. 20 and May
15, 2018, p. RE-6. – DP.

Solution was proposed
for trucks on grass
I have some information to add to the
letter to the editor by Eva Echenberg (June
15, p. 8).
In 2016, during the photo opportunity
for launching the so-called water feature
in Prince Albert Park, I made a suggestion
to Councillor Lulham regarding the main
east-west path. At that time, the park paths
were still under construction: wooden
forms were laid, but no concrete had been
poured. I pointed out to the councillor that,
with the current path width, the turf on
either side would be churned up by city
and contractor trucks, and that earth and
grass would have to be replaced every year.
This is not to mention the safety (small
children and seniors stumbling into deep
water-filled ruts) and aesthetic aspects. Cllr.
Lulham responded indifferently that the
“contract had already been signed” and
continued to disperse ice-lollipops to the
children present.
Standard project management
allows
for continued on p. 11
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Letters to the Editor
“change orders” to fix issues that arise during implementation. However, a thorough
“needs” assessment prior to writing plans
and contracts eliminates the need for costly
change orders. My suggestion to widen the
path before the concrete was poured was
based on simple observation of the mess
created yearly by city and contractor vehicles
in the park. Re-doing the paths in 2016 provided an excellent opportunity to fix this
perennial issue. Alas, no one in authority
seemed to care.
My only correction to Eva is that the turf
destruction does not happen only twice a
year; trucks invade the park several times
a year. But, who cares? It’s only the taxpayers’ money.
Stanley Schmidt, Chesterfield Ave.

Praise for Westmount Park
In response to Jo Lapierre’s letter on
June 8 (“Forget the plaudits – maintain the
park, p. 6), it is unfortunate that Jo Lapierre
can only find fault in our magnificent park.
I live near the park and walk through it
at least twice a day with my dog and at
other times as well. I consider it to be one
of the most beautiful parks in Montreal,
inspired by the designs of Frederick Law
Olmsted, who also designed Mount Royal
Park and Central Park! I go to Outremont
a lot because my kids and grandkids live
there. Although they have beautiful parks,
none can compare to Westmount Park. By
the way, Westmount filled the lagoon at
least two weeks before the St. Viateur Park
lagoon.
I love the meandering paths that give
you the feeling of a forest and the old trees
with interesting trunks.
I am not alone in loving Westmount
Park. People from all over come to enjoy
the beauty and serenity of the park, which
is one reason why repairs are always
needed. It has been especially noticeable
during the pandemic when the only place
people could meet was in parks. Every time
I pass by the gazebo, people are using it,
which is why repairs may be needed.
I too noticed the broken water fountain
in the dog park. Although my dog was disappointed, he had a long drink at home
and forgot about it.
My only complaint about the park is the
diesel buggies that go through to water the
plants or collect trash. They are noisy and
smelly. Perhaps Westmount could consider changing this.
In closing, I would like to express my
gratitude to Westmount for such a beautiful park.
Debbie Beitel, Abbott Ave.

Stop stonewalling –
deny Melville demo
In response to a question at the March
15 demolition hearing for 325 Melville, the
mayor stated the city’s intention was
“not to hide anything.”
At a subsequent council meeting, the
city clerk suggested a resident should make
an access to information request for relevant documentation.
Such access requests were duly made
for all the information on 325 Melville,
which has traditionally been publicly accessible under long-standing practice
going back decades, but which the city has
inexplicably not voluntarily disclosed.
Those access requests were denied by
the city without any rationale or justification and are now under investigation by
the Commission d’acces a l’information.
The demolition process is, under Quebec law, a public consultation process. It is
not a “private” or “civil” matter as is sometimes suggested. It is intended to allow full
and transparent citizen participation.
To date, the city’s process has fallen far
short of the required standards for public
hearings, in particular, in the areas of supporting documentation and transparency.
In fact, for the public hearing on June
23, not one document has been made publicly available that would support or justify
the demolition of 325 Melville in any way.
Let’s hope that despite the lack of transparency, the unfortunate stonewalling by
the bureaucrats, and the failure to follow
democratic, and frankly, reasonable, past
practices, that the Demolition Committee
will nevertheless do the right thing in the
interests of its constituents and the city and
turn down the demolition application for
325 Melville in unequivocal terms.
Peter F. Hoffmann,
de Maisonneuve Blvd.

Yes, I love squirrels
This letter, a rebuttal to the June 1 Westmount Independent’s publishing of a resident’s squirrel complaint (“Yes, we hate
squirrels,” p. 7), is to point out how squirrel-hating is a waste of time. They’re
smarter than you are, for one.
More importantly, leave “city animals”
(in contrast to elephants, tigers and bears)
alone as they try to eke out a life between
our cars, pollution and hell-raising leafblowers!
So many animals’ habitats are impacted
or destroyed by human infrastructure, or
animals are subjected to warehousing in
chicken coops or pig sties (the cause, by
the way, of avian and swine flu, respectively). Please, before you point the finger
at animals, maybe think of something
more important to complain about, while
contemplating your lovely garden.
Especially, given all the COVID curfews
and restrictions, they thought the coast was
clear. Then not: I just saw, left to get run
over many times, squirrel road-kill the
other day on Grosvenor.
Squirrels aid our cities to diversity plant
life and plant trees, et cetera! Read gardenexperiments.com for one.
Michelle Mackay Smith.
Sherbrooke St.

Demonstration – including
noise – was peaceful
I am writing this letter as a response to
a letter to the Independent written by David
Levy about demonstrations in front of the
Israeli consulate on June 1 (p. 6) that appalled me. To my dismay, Mr. Levy jumbles
facts and makes inferences as if in desperation (The times they are a changin’?).
He refers to the noise (a by-product of
demonstrations). It happened that the Independent (in the same issue! p. 12) showed
photographs of peaceful crowds, which I myself witnessed for a half hour. The car
honking was brief and a by-product of such

Charles
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manifestations. The proximity to three
synagogues was not the choice of the participants since the consulate happens to be
in that neighbourhood.
On May 15, the police presence was appropriately small. The increase of police
for subsequent demos was obviously a police or consulate decision. Who broke the
window and when?
A reference to the wave of hatred in the
metropolitan area was completely irrelevant.
Most individuals were young and manifestly of comfortably-dressed Middle Eastern families who are sent here for studies.
There was no air of intimidation, which
the lady on Sherbrooke St. could not have
seen in any case.
This demo was all about events in Israel-Palestine and not at all anti-Semitic. It
was political and a reaction to a horrifying
attempt to cause damage to an already beleaguered society.
Evthymios Katsiksas (formerly of the
Montreal Dialogue Group),
de Maisonneuve Blvd.

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you!

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818
HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

CARPET/RUG
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS
ORIENTAL RUGS:
NEW AND ANTIQUE
hand wash and repairs

COVID CLEAN h
ALL CARPETS
AND FURNITURE

g

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS
WITH OUTSTANDING
SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP
FOR 35 YEARS!

514-825-5500
zourikcleaning@gmail.com
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Spring means graduations – including at The Study, Roslyn

The Study’s kindergarten class on June 7, also described by communications and marketing director Susan Orr-Mongeau as the “class of 2032”!

NEALY BEAUTE
We have moved in with

elle & lui
SINCE 1990

Illusions Concept 348A Victoria Ave
one ﬂoor up, corner Somerville Ave.

514.482.9616

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261

www.esthetiquenealybeaute.com

Nealy Chea

Bon courage • Be safe

ESTATE SALES

CERTIFIED APPRAISER

BEAUTY by NEALY
We are open!
And following all
protocols to create
a safer environment.
Please call Nealy to book
your appointment.

RONDA BLY
Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

Homme
Men

Femme Enfants
Women Children

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Photo courtesy of The Study.

▲ Some of the 72 Roslyn School grade 6 class
of 2021 graduates are seen here on the
morning of June 18 in the school’s front yard
on Westmount Ave. “They’ve had quite a
challenging year, having to navigate a different type of learning online and getting
along together in bubbles. I think they’ve
had a huge learning curve that will leave
them with some resilience for life. I think
they’re pretty ready to go onto high-school,”
said Roslyn principal Joanna Genobezos.
The Roslyn School graduating committee,
chaired by John Simpson, helped set up
decorations in the front yard. A ceremony
was then held in the school gym.
Photo: Martin C. Barry.
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ANNE BEN-AMI (MADAR)

ACCEPTED OFFER

Real estate broker

13 YEARS OF DEDICATION AT
SOTHEBY’S INTERNATIONAL REALTY QUÉBEC

4500 Côte-des-Neiges, PH 806, CDN
Asking price: $598,000 | MLS 23534746

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING

M sur la Montagne, Phase I, PH 502, Ville-Marie
$4,450,000 | MLS 4755917

4725 Kent, Côte-des-Neiges
$1,395,000 | MLS 11256386

THE MONTEBELLO

4850 Ch. de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Westmount Adjacent
Introducing - Unit 99 - $695,000 | MLS 26031504
Unit 107 - $625,000 | MLS 16760980
Unit 41 - $1,500/mo | MLS 27366878

RENTAL

SOLD

888 Wellington, Penthouse, Views
$2,195,000 | MLS 28772952

5381 Coolbrooke, Côte-des-Neiges
$2,200/mo | MLS 14683133

15610 Boischatel, Pierrefonds-Roxboro

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

7905-7907 Ch. Mackle, Côte-St-Luc

3870-3874 Rue de La Peltrie, CDN

The Montebello, Unit 57, Westmount Adj.

514.726.3037 | ANNEBENAMI.CA
sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

C E L E B R AT I N G
15 YEARS OF
E XC E L L E N C E
I N Q U É B EC
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Even once vaccinated,
you still need
to protect yourself.
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Let’s work together to keep respecting health measures
so we can protect each other.
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Then … now – Lansdowne hump disappears, re-appears

The “mother of all speed bumps” (as one Westmounter put it) on Lansdowne, which used to exist northbound and southbound just south of de Maisonneuve, as seen May 20, left, disappeared, leaving deep scars in the otherwise flat road surface, as photographed June 11, centre. It then re-appeared June 20, right, and now extends three quarters of the way into the bike path. Photos: Ralph Thompson.

A personal view: Speed bumps

By David Price
A reader told me that the new-this-season speed bumps on Olivier between Sherbrooke and de Maisonneuve were larger
than the ones that they replaced and were
causing even slow-moving cars to strike
the asphalt. I investigated. It seems to be
so, given these scratches on the more

southerly one photographed June 15.
Many Westmount vehicles, including
ones that happened to pass by when I was
there, are relatively high riding and so
cleared the bump, depriving us of a “smoking gun” – although this one at right came
close to hitting the surface.
Another thing happened as I took these
pictures. A passer-by took great interest in

me and shot me dirty looks. Did she think
that I was taking photos of road asphalt
that would be useful in robbing nearby
houses? Or maybe a photo of a moving vehicle would be useful in stealing it? (How?
And how would I find it again after it
passed me while I was on foot?)
“Paranoia strikes deep,” Buffalo Springfield told us in 1967, but I bet that they did

not expect this!
There is suspicious activity out there,
people, and we should report it. But someone taking pictures of a roadway in broad
daylight does not qualify. Two likely explanations, for a start: for an insurance claim
or to complain to the city.
It could even be someone working on a
story for the local newspaper.
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Caterpillar craziness!

Salvatore Mastantuono.
Ventes & Services/sales & services.

Arthur Younanian

Residential • Commercial • Industrial

4635 Sherbrooke West

Serrures de securite/security
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY.
Boites aux lettres/mail boxes
Open for service, curbside pickup
Visit our website!

www.bicyclesmcw.com

514 952-8891
6010 Sherbrooke W

Notaire – Notary
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX

Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation,
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP)
514 503-7719

info@hkltax.com
https://hkltax.com

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior
design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products
• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

1434 Sainte-Catherine West
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

Bef
e ore & After

(514) 935-7727

“The Westmount summit is now overrun with caterpillars!” wrote Shana Rotstein to the Independent about her June 21 photo. “They ate the leaves on each tree and are now congregating
on each stump!”
Photo courtesy of S. Rotstein

Melville demolition, cont’d. from p. 1
some existing dwellings.
Many of these have been cited regarding
previous development projects.
While the city has maintained that the
purpose of the upcoming meeting is to
focus on the actual demolition, the reasons
for tearing down the building were not detailed in terms of its condition or safety
during the first portion of the demo hearing March 15 of this year (see story March

23, p. 1).
While the names and addresses of all
the recently posted letters were received
within a 10-day legally required period ending May 4, many appear to emanate from
the people living close to the Melville site.
The letters may be read in detail on the
city’s website along with plans for the project under resident zone/urban planning/
demolition.
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There are no walls!

WOOD FINISHING

DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
•Specializing in
stripping & staining

ENTRANCE DOORS

– also –
•Touch-Ups & Repairs
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodﬁnishingmontreal.com
The next stage of work at 4898 de Maisonneuve (corner Prince Albert) began with a vengeance June 15 with the demolition of the existing building’s
brick façade. By the end of the day, the east and north walls were down, above. By the end of week, they were all gone, below, as seen from Prince
Albert. The building is being “preserved” and turned into six townhouses, with two new “grand” townhouses to be built on the parking lot to the
east.
Photos: Independent.

SILVERSMITH
REPAIR &
MAINTENANCE

We do restoration of:
 Sterling  Silverware
 Door Hardware
 Antique objects & more

Repair your valuables. Quality work.
Polishing, Plating & Protection.

ART & MÉTAUX
514-495-1258

Visit our website for full details:

artetmetaux.com
We can photograph
your roof drains,
with our drone,
before a blockage
ruins your
house
& its
contents!
Good news
for this client

PhotoImagerie Inc.
Conducts legal drone operations • Advanced drone pilot certicate
Transport Canada approved • Certain restrictions apply

photoimagerie@gmail.com

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales
We Provide
Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Lamp Repairs
25 years’ experience with
Arevco Lighting in Westmount
In-home service • Free pick-up and delivery

Call Robert at EclairSol 514-582-3906
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And they’re gone: Groupe Maurice packs up satellite site at St. Catherine and York

The three trailers being parked on CP land in Westmount by the contactors building the Groupe Maurice seniors’ residence in NDG at Claremont, St. Catherine and de Maisonneuve are gone. The
Independent was alerted to the impending move by a resident at 8:44 am on June 16 and by the time we could get a photographer there at 1 pm, they were gone. Twenty residents of the York/St.
Catherine neighourhood recently petitioned city hall not to renew the occupancy permit (see April 6, p. 6), citing noise, dust and aesthetic concerns. The trailers were initially moved to the site in
November of last year (see November 17, 2020, p. 1). The trailers of the Vendôme tunnel project, which are located a bit to the west, remain for the moment, despite the opening of that pedestrian
tunnel and Metro entrance. Above, looking east on St. Catherine across the now-empty CP lot: the house whose back and backyard is at left has a York St. address.
Photos: Ralph Thompson.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Yard worker available
Lawn trimming, garden cleaning, weeding, small landscaping,
adding mulch, yard cleanup, raking leaves. Text or leave a message, Vince 514-294-5562.

Domestic help available
Trained nurse’s aide available for care giving and/or light house
work: making beds, light ironing, dishes, etc. Please call Ava at
438-764-4151 or email avaharriott222@yahoo.com to inquire as
to how I can help you.

Classifieds in the

INDEPENDENT
Looking west across St. Catherine St. at the trailers for the now open Vendôme tunnel project, with the MUHC super-hospital in the background.

Southbound/eastbound from de Maisonneuve/Claremont

Groupe Maurice project to close one lane of St. Catherine, sidewalk
The contractors building the Groupe
Maurice seniors’ residence in NDG at
Claremont, St. Catherine and de Maisonneuve will be closing one lane of St.
Catherine southbound/eastbound from de

Maisonneuve to the start of the eastwards
bend, according to a letter distributed to
residents of the neighbouhood last week.
This corresponds to the site’s eastern
edge and spans one of the two entrances

to it. The southern sidewalk will close in
the same area all the way to Prince Albert.
The letter forecast this closure to last 15
months.

Why list your goods (or services) on fly-bynight, who-knows-who-is-replying websites
when you can list (and sell) locally?
Buy a classified in the

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
at

www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally
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NOW MORE THAN EVER,
SUPPORT YOUR WESTMOUNT
BUSINESSES. SHOP LOCALLY!
Serving Westmount since 1920

Serving Westmount since 1920

Serving Westmount since 1929

Serving Westmount since 1962

Campbell Gallery
and Picture Framing
Fine Lingerie • Loungewear
Daywear • Swimwear

514-484-5656
4861 Sherbrooke St. W.
cheryl@courvalfinelingerie.com
www.courvalfinelingerie.com
Serving Westmount since 1980

John & Glenn Campbell,
owners

Rob Callard and
Nicos Kyriakopoulos
A Westmount Tradition Since 1920
101 Years and We’re Just
Getting Started!

For all your framing needs

The Pickrell Family

4916 Sherbrooke St. W.,

Flowers for all occasions

1377 Greene, Westmount

campbellpictureframing@gmail.com

514-488-9121

Serving Westmount since 1984

Serving Westmount since 1993

Serving Westmount since 1995

Collange

Hogg Hardware

Boulangerie
le fournil

L I N G E R I E

Cheryl Glense – owner

514-481-8600
4863 Sherbrooke Street W.
cheryl@ritsiplus.com
www.ritsiplus.com

Enjoy 10% off
all EMPREINTE
bras and panties.

Westmount

514-481-1560

We have
what you need!
Proudly serving the community
for over 25 years

Valid June 1–30, 2021

514-285-8525
1379 Greene Ave.

Serving Westmount since 2004

Serving Westmount since 2004

Shop the whole store online:

A Personal Shopping
Experience for Your Pet

4855 Sherbrooke St. W.

514-487-9998 Delivery available

We specialize in custom cakes,
party favours, smash cakes
and catered dinners.
You will love our famous sticky buns.

Serving Westmount since 2009

New Store

Fresh, local,
organic food
(near Claremont)

owners

4910 Sherbrooke St. West
514-485-6647

Clara Kwan, owner

4937 B Sherbrooke St. W.

Robyn and Tawn Friedman

514-934-4644

Nutrition Toys Gift Boxes
Tasty Treats Collars and Leads
Pet Beds, Pet Apparel & more!

514 939-0363
1325 Greene Ave

360 Victoria Avenue

330A Victoria Ave., Westmount
info@lautrechoix.ca
514-369-1888

Your new source in
Westmount for inspiring
kitchen essentials.
4859 Sherbrooke St. W.
514-481-2341
www.lacookery.com

A.C.E.
Dog Training
Montreal

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
We are Westmount

A well behaved dog starts here.

Jayne Deluca
C.D.T.A Registered & Certified Dog Trainer
Member of the Montreal Dog Trainers
Network

514-238-6119

Jayne88@videotron.ca

www.acedogtrainingmontreal.com

Pet Page

Obedience All Levels
Behaviour Modifications
Temperament Evaluation

Westmount
A-dog-tions
Lysanne Fowler

She has the most soulful eyes, quite a
delicate face and a dignified pose.... for a
tiny little girlie of 12.5 lbs.
A classic faun-and-white Chihuahua
with a sweet disposition, Pepper is a wonderful companion, full of love and warmth.
A delight, she is a healthy family dog who
enjoys every moment she can to cuddle
and participate in daily activities.
Pepper is in foster care for the volunteers at Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions, fitting in well in the foster routine. As she
had cohabitated with another dog in her
first home, it is great to know that she is
now comfortable with other dogs in her
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Pretty Pepper
foster family.
Coming from an adults-and-dog home,
Pepper is not all that used to children and
has never met a cat. She is a bit shy but this
transition is a normal period for adaptation
to a new environment.
She is very healthy but a little round (as
she was not exercised very much in her
previous family), and is already enjoying a
more active lifestyle, getting on to a leash
routine as well. Pepper is nine years young,
vaccinated, spayed and microchipped,
ready for adoption into a loving family in
our neighbourhood. Please do not hesitate
to contact the dedicated volunteers at
Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions at their email
info@gerdysrescue.org for more information and adorable photographs.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne

Cutest-ever Falafel
9 Lives
Lysanne Fowler

This little fellow! Doesn’t he put a smile
on everyone’s face?
Falafel is so young, only a year old, so
you can glimpse how sweet and wonderful
life would be with him every day in the
family. Cuddly, playful, adorable, he is a
delightful white-and-caramel youngster.
Falafel is sporty and healthy, up to date

with his inoculations, neutered and microchipped. He is due for a vet follow-up for
allergies and some medicine to deal with
it, so he is being presented for adoption on
a humanitarian basis, which offers a reduced adoption fee.
Please refer to Falafel’s identification
number 47643658 when you visit the Montreal SPCA website at www.spca.com and
fill out the adoption application for him on
the attached link. Once submitted, you will
then be contacted for a telephone interview, followed by a visit by appointment at
the SPCA.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne
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building permits
Council approves 19 permit requests May 17, rejects 1
The following 19 requests for demolition, exterior construction, alteration and
renovation were approved at the May 17
meeting of the city council. There was one
refusal.
These permit requests approved or rejected by city council are those that have
been recommended or not by the Planning
Advisory Committee (PAC), and apply to
architecture and location. The issuance of
the permit itself after this approval is not
automatic or immediate.
Often, additional technical aspects must
be checked, clarified and/or remedied as
required by the city’s Board of Inspections.
Approved
423 Lansdowne: to build a new back terrace;
15 Renfrew: to modify window and door
openings at the back, replace windows,
improve access to the back basement
and modify a terrace;
4854 Sherbrooke: to replace three signs by
new ones for CBIC provided the height
of lettering on the sign facing Victoria
is reduced;
412 Roslyn: to add a second floor above the

existing one-floor extension, the resulting 2-storey extension volume to be clad
in a brick matching that existing and to
replace the windows throughout the
house with double hung metal-clad
windows except for the dining room
composite window on the side façade
and the kitchen triple window on the
rear façade;
336 Grosvenor: to replace windows and a
door;
599 Victoria: to modify the rear by demolishing the rear deck, balcony and canopy, modifying window and door openings on the rear façade, enlarging a rear
addition and building a rooftop deck
above it provided the size of the rear
ground-floor window opening (number
W2) is further reduced in width in order
to clear the adjacent Juliette balcony
rails and to increase the amount of
masonry to the left of said opening so
that it matches the masonry width on
the right side;
66 Arlington: to modify an opening on the
back façade;
315 Kensington: to repair a front porch, approve the replacement of the front

BUREAUX ADMINISTRATIF
FS FERMÉS
Les jeudis 24 juin et 1err juillet 20
021

Les b
bureaux
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nicipa et la Bibliothèq
Bibliothèque
ep
publi
bliique de Westmount
seront fermés le 24 juin en raison de la Fête nattionale du Québec
et le 1er juillet en raison de la Fête du Canada.
Les collectes de résidus alimentaires et d’ordure
es s'effectueront
selon l'horaire normal.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE
ES CLOSED
Thursdays, June 24th and July 1stt, 2021

Westmount’s municipal offices and Public Librarry will be closed on
June 24th for the Fête nationale du Québec and on July 1st for the
Canada Day holiday.
The kitchen waste and garbage collections will takke place according
to the regular schedule.
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What’s permitted

porch deck with the proposed material
which matches the colour, texture and
details of the existing material, accordingly to guideline 1.1.3 (Restoration and
replacement) of the Guidelines for Renovating and Building in Westmount;
68 Forden Cresc.: to build a new back balcony;
653 Belmont: to modify the rear of the
building by demolishing the existing
rear volumes, rear balcony and rear
deck, building a small ground-floor addition adjacent to the garage, modifying
window and door openings on the rear
façade and to replace existing guard
rails and windows provided the Simulated Divided Lites (with spacers) of the
upper sash of the upper rear windows
are increased in number to harmonize
with those of the remainder of the
house;
746 Upper Lansdowne: at a Category I
house, to block a window opening on
the lateral façade and to modify an existing door opening at the rear;
722 Upper Roslyn: to build a new elevated
deck and stairs in the rear yard;
10 Rosemount: to add a new louver and
other exterior main floor installations
on condition that the dense vegetation

and foliage is planted to in front of them
to reduce visibility from the street;
4746 The Boulevard: to replace some windows;
4825 Sherbrooke: to install new signage
for “Donato”;
465 Mount Pleasant: at a Category I house,
to replace a guard-rail on a roof deck
above a garage;
20 Sunnyside: to build a solarium above
one existing on the south façade with
conditions;
562 Claremont: to replace some windows;
448 Mount Stephen: to replace a basement
door.
Refused
471 Victoria: this permit request is rejected
given that it does not meet Guideline
6.1.3 of the guidelines entitled Building
and Renovating in Westmount, which
states that when retaining walls are
required, dry stone or masonry walls are
preferred. Whereas the existing retaining wall is made of natural stone, the
proposed retaining wall is made of concrete covered with plaster and the proposed retaining wall is not of minimal
height and is located near the street.
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Enjoying Father’s Day in Westmount Park

*Contact our team for the selling price

Top 1%

B. 514.934.1818
C. 514.912.1482

in Canada

baudinet@royallepage.ca

www.baudinet.ca
Diamond Award Winner

Top 10 team for
Royal Lepage Quebec.

REAL ESTATE AGENCY

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

2009–2017

HISTORIC GREYSTONE CONDO ON 2 FLOORS 2 BEDROOM CONDO NEAR VICTORIA VILLAGE

NEW LISTING
Westmount | 464 Av. Grosvenor | $1,399,000

NEW LISTING
Westmount | 439 Av. Grosvenor, apt. 15 | $875,000 or $3,500/M

RENOVATORS DREAM SEMI-DETACHED HOME CHARMING WESTMOUNT ADJACENT DUPLEX

SOLD* – Multiple Offers
Westmount | 109 Av. Columbia

SOLD* – Multiple Offers
Westmount adj. | 4901-4903 Av. Grosvenor
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Return to Retail
Veronica Redgrave

SaveNShip
Tired of calling shippers to complain
that your package didn’t arrive? (Actually,
it did but got stolen.)
Tired of trying to open the rain-soaked
parcel left at your door? Fed-up with fum-

Wonderful Westmount finds for the summer
bling to figure out how to pack that glass
vase? Or simply need a proper street address – not a post box – for deliveries?
One solution is Westmount’s SaveNShip. As a mail-box renter with SaveNShip,
you can have your packages delivered to
their address. The team will hold your deliveries so that you can pick them up at
your convenience. They will also carefully
wrap that precious heirloom so it can be

shipped by them throughout the world.
Open seven days a week, SaveNShip is also
a distributor for all major carriers – UPS,
FedEx, DHL, etc. “We offer the same service with better rates,” explained vp corporate affairs/owner Ronnie Midlash. (Midlash is also a renowned local personality as
his gleaming white 2017 Ferrari purrs
along St. Catherine St. to admiring glances.
“I used to have a Lamborghini,” he laughs.)
Ronnie works with his daughter Stephanie.
SaveNShip
4267 St. Catherine St.
514.501.9001
Monday: 10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday to Friday: 10 am to 7 pm
Saturday: 11 am to 6 pm
Sunday: 12 am to 5 pm

Fade2Brooklyn
Leasing space at SaveNShip are hip
former-New York stylists Carlos Pereda
and Dimitri Aubain. Complete with a
barber pole, Fade2Brooklyn not only provides the classic services of a barber shop,
but also pampering. “Our clients enjoy hot
towel shaves, particularly during the past
stressful months of the pandemic.” Unlike

Ronnie Midlash, Dimitri Aubain and Carlos Pereda.

many barber shops, the space offers ornate
embellishments. Forget “less is more.”
Their Versace-vibed salon boasts golden
touches, including baroque mirrors and a
lion’s head with a magnificent mane. Respecting COVID regulations, the staff still
takes 10 minutes between each client to
clean the area. Young and old alike are loving the cool-cut culture.
Fade2Brooklyn
4267 St. Catherine St.
514.907.3440
Monday to Friday: 9 am to 5:30 pm XX
Saturday 10 am to 2 pm

Tai chi in the park
What better way to enjoy the peace of
summer days than the ancient art of tai
chi?
While strolling through our wonderful
Westmount Park, I noticed a man leading
a group in graceful movements. Ever curious, I discovered it was tai chi, performed
by expert Sebastian Constantine, who has
practised this art for the past 20 years.
Trained in China, he is affiliated with
the Tian Tan School in Beijing. He also
“learned traditional Thai
massage, and studied continued on p. 26

Pear and Baguette diamond drop
earrings 7.22tcw in 18k gold

Classic Beauties
alwa
way
ys in style

3.25cts Cushion cut diamond GIA
with 2 trillion cut diamonds 0.82cts
in Platinum

PA S S I O N AT E J E W E L L E RY S I N C E 1 9 5 4

Patek Philippe · Parmigiani Flleurier
P
2195 Cresceent Street · 514.848.0595 · Kau
ufmanndeSuisse.ca
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Police Report

Bibliophile burglars leave empty
handed after break-in
By Martin C. Barry

Manoir Westmount

Sebastian Constantine with some faithful followers.

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Very affordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals
 Daily tea
 Daily housekeeping
 Personal Laundry

 Medication distribution
 24 hour security
 24 hour nurse
 Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8
For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

Retail, cont’d. from p. 25
nursing to enlarge my medical knowledge.
Before COVID, I offered Thai massage at
my Westmount studio and gave courses at
seven community centres.”
He explained that tai chi can be experienced differently according to age. “For
younger students, I have been offering the
traditional Chen style, which is a demanding exercise closer to kung fu. For mature
students, tai chi is an excellent exercise that
helps de-stress while improving stability
and balance.”
“During these challenging times, tai chi
could be a great ally, as it encourages relaxing and focusing at the same time. Har-

News
• Peluche Petshop is arriving in Westmount. Opening in the former Crystal
Sushi Bar, corner Wood and St. Catherine streets, the boutique will carry
all good things to eat for dogs and cats.
Oh, and treats, of course! Stay tuned
for details. 4075 St. Catherine St.
• As long line-ups attest outside the
shop, most locals know that LuLuLemon has re-opened. 4895 Sherbrooke,
corner Prince Albert.

The perpetrators of a break-in at a home
near the corner of Sydenham Ave. and The
Boulevard in upper Westmount seemed
interested in books, but not so much in
portable computers, investigators with the
Montreal police at Station 12 suggest in a
report on the incident.
According to the report, sometime between 6:30 pm on June 4 and 9:30 am on
June 5 when the home owners were out,
an intruder gained entry into the house
through a back door on which the insect
screening was later found to have been cut.
As is often the case with home breakins, the burglars had drawn the window
coverings closed so that they wouldn’t be
seen from the street. “They pulled the
blinds closed so they could search
kening to the spiritual tai chi concept, we
become more present in day-to-day life.
The elegant movements of tai chi seem
easy, yet they are actually challenging.
Muscles have to relax under load, which is
as demanding as contracting.’’
Centre Greene offers Sebastian’s courses.
And devoted fans follow him outdoors (the

through,” said Station 12 community relations officer Adalbert Pimentel.
Upon their return, the owners saw that
someone had been there while they were
out. There were signs that closets, drawers
and cupboards had been searched and
their contents were scattered on the floor.
However, two laptop computers in full
view were ignored.
But at the same time, books that were
part of a substantial library in the ground
floor front room were found to have been
searched.
Outside on the east side of the house,
the investigators found a patch of lawn that
had been flattened by footprints, leading
them to believe this was the escape route.
In the end, nothing was reported to
have been stolen. “Things were searched
but nothing was stolen,” Pimentel said.
best!) in Westmount Park. Even though
our lives our “opening up,” perhaps now
more than ever we need this centuries-old
calm way of staying fit: Balance in motion.
Tai Chi in the Park. Weekly
Sebastiangymfit@yahoo.com
438.321.5775

O’Connor tapped as
head of St. George’s School
Michael O’Connor will begin his tenure
as St. George’s 15th head of school on July
1, according to a letter that the board of directors of The Boulevard institution sent
out to the school’s community June 16. The
school’s elementary campus is in Westmount at Aberdeen, with the high school
just east of city boundaries at Ramezay.
WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

EVI HO

514-862-7718
eviho@outlook.com

ANNE-MARIE LARUE

514-919-0877

amlarue@uniserve.com

We welcome your calls !
REAL ESTATE BROKERS

RE/MAX Action Inc Agency – Westmount

O’Connor received his bachelor of education and physical and health education
in 2006 from McGill University and is currently completing a master of arts, educational leadership, at McGill.
O’Connor began his 14-year career at
the school, initially as a physical education
teacher at the elementary campus in 2007.
He has held the position of assistant head,
high school, for the last seven years.
“Many of you may already know Mr.
O’Connor (‘Mr. O’ for the students) as a
natural relationship builder with contagious positive energy,” enthused the
board. “He is an inspirational model and
communicator of St. George’s mission and
vision. Mr. O’Connor is devoted to the wellbeing and growth of each student.
“He is also a fervent advocate of progressive education and research-based
practices. He empowers faculty, staff, students and parents to grapple with issues
using innovation, creativity and true partnership. In addition, Mr. O’Connor leads
by example in supporting sustainable initiatives.”
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Portfolio management expertise and exxcellence, depth,
d consistency
i t
professionalism
f
i
li
and
— thi
this is
i what
h th
has d
deﬁned
ﬁ d our
business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.
At the Bruce Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so
that it is speciﬁcally tailored to meet your needs and expectations.
Our personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio
management, is why the Bruce Kent Group is the largest discretionary
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across
Canada, with over $5 billion in assets under management.

To mee
et with us, please call:
Jean-François Dion,
Vice President & Directorr,, Portfolio Managerr,,
or Sholom Tabak,
Vice President & Wealth Advisor,
at 514-878-4216
1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal
brucekentgroup.com

It’s time.
If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and
comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are afﬁliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / ™ T
Trrademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc.
2021. All rights reserved. 21_90301_BY5_005
(02/2021)
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MARIE SICOTTE

514 953 9808
mariesicotte.com

   

WELCOME TO THE

ADDRESS

Follow us

mariesicotteco
mariesicotte_realestate
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