
Proof of vaccination needed 
for indoor Sports and Rec 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The vaccination passport, or other proof 
of vaccination required by Quebec as of 
September 1, is another “COVID hurdle” 
to jump over for the city’s Sports and Rec-
reation department, director Dave Lapointe 
said last week. 

Proof of vaccination for anyone 13 years 
of age or older can be on paper, in a PDF 
on a mobile device, or on the VaxiCode ap-
plication. It also requires photo ID. This 
applies to all the group recreational activ-
ities taking place at the Westmount recre-
ation centre (WRC), Victoria Hall, West-
mount High, Selwyn House and the Royal 
Montreal Regiment’s armoury. 

Participants in any of the programs 
were sent an email August 30 suggesting 
the option of emailing in their QR code, 
which allows their name to be entered on 

an entry list, Lapointe said. 
“Given the current state of the COVID-

19 pandemic, access to the buildings where 
Westmount programming takes place will 
be limited to the participant,” it states. For 
youth programs, one accompanying parent 
will be permitted but will also require proof 
of vaccination. 

The proof of vaccination through any of 
the accepted means provided by the Que-
bec government applies to all participants, 
parents, coaches, volunteers, officials and 
spectators wishing to gain access to any of 
the buildings listed. 

Once the pool closes September 6, 
the WRC’s Lansdowne entrance will be 
closed, allowing entry only from the park-
ing lot door at Academy Rd., Lapointe ex-
plained. 

Cancellations and refund requests can 
be submitted to Sports and Recreation.

School’s back! 

Mr. Bardon, right, and his daughter had already bicycled 14 km from their home in Ahunsic by 8 
am September 3. The high school student was off to her classes at L’École internationale de Montréal 
on Côte St. Antoine Rd. near Clarke Ave. Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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Planning for 2022 in progress 

64 of 96 capital works projects 
done or committed 
By Laureen Sweeney 

While the restoration of the city’s heri-
tage greenhouses is slightly delayed from 
October but on track for completion in De-
cember, it’s been somewhat of a rocky road 
for some of this year’s intended major 
work due to pandemic market conditions, 
Westmount’s interim assistant director 

general Bruce St. Louis said last week. 
This has resulted in deferring some of 

the total 96 budgetted projects “to let the 
market cool,” but has opened the door to 
others on a “back-up list,” St. Louis told the 
Independent. 

As of August 30, however, 97 percent of 
the record $27.2-million 
budget envelope had been continued on p. 11
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Top 1% 
in Canada

REAL ESTATE AGENCY 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Diamond Award Winner 
Top 10 

team for 
Royal Lepage 

Quebec. 
2009–2017

B.514.934.1818 
C.514.912.1482 
baudinet@royallepage.ca 

www.baudinet.ca

Westmount | 43 Av. Windsor | $950,000 | 3 Bedrooms + 1 Bathroom + Private Garden + 1 Driveway

*Contact our team for the selling price

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce 
2040 Av. Grey | $1,750,000 

Côte-Saint-Luc | 5618 Av. Blossom 
$1,575,000 

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce 
4375 Boul. Decarie | $1,550,000 

Westmount 
11 Av. Hillside, apt. 304 and 303

LOVELY RENOVATED 4+1 BEDROOM COTTAGE 

EXCEPTIONAL 5+1 BEDROOM HOME HEART OF WESTMOUNT CONDOS 

Westmount | 315 Av. Olivier 
$4,000/M, $4,800/M short term 

FULLY FURNISHED + 3 BEDROOMS 

Little Burgundy | 2220 Rue St-Antoine O., 
apt. A | $549,000 

RENOVATED CONDO IN THE HEART OF MTL LUXURY LIVING WITH COMFORT & SPACE 

Le Plateau-Mont-Royal 
4358-4362 Rue Marquette | $1,050,000 

WONDERFULLY RENOVATED TRIPLEX 

Westmount | 4500 Boul. de Maisonneuve 
O., apt. 41 | $2,750/M 

RENOVATED TWO BEDROOM CONDO 

TRIPLEX

FOR RENT FOR RENT SOLD*FEATURED

NEW LISTING FEATURED FEATURED

Spacious & Bright Upper Duplex in the Heart of the Victoria Village

FEATURED



Total budget could be some $200,000 

City sets pay for 160-200 municipal election workers 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Elections don’t come cheap. And this 
year, the city’s one could be more expensive 
than ever given COVID and a mail-in vote 
as an option for residents aged 70 or more. 
The amount appropriated for this year’s 
election November 7 is $200,000. 

The pay scale and remuneration of elec-
tion staff was established by city council 
August 16 for before, during and after the 
day of the vote. These were based on an es-
timated 160 to 200 people to be hired in 
different functions, including work at 
 polling stations, explained Councillor Jeff 
 Shamie in moving the resolution. 

On the other hand, the number of work -
ers required and costs would depend 
largely on the number of contested council 
seats and polling stations, confirmed city 
finance director Julie Mandeville. 

In the 2017 election, for example, when 
there were elections in six of the eight 
councillor districts plus a mayoral election, 
the final total of costs was $146,775, she 
said. 

According to Quebec legislation, every 
election officer is entitled to receive remun-
eration or an expense allowance for duties 
performed as set by the municipality as 
well as for attending training sessions. 

Among the fees established for this 
election are a flat tariff for the returning 
officer of $9,500, $7,125 for the election 
clerk and $35 an hour for up to two admin-
istrative assistants. 

Also set is a lengthy list of remuneration 
for many others in work required for pol-
ling day, advance polling and afterward. 
These include eight various positions, for 
example: a poll clerk at $290 a day and an 
officer in charge of information at $450 a 

day. 
As a special COVID measure “we will 

keep the same rates” for both advanced 
polling and actual polling because both 
days are likely to be busy, Shamie ex-
plained. “Most other municipalities have 
established this policy.” 

There are also hourly rates set for those 
needed for the mail-in vote (see story June 
15, p. 13) as well as for the board of revisors 
and for verification of a variety of election 
expenses.

September 7, 2021– WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 3

Lucy & Tyson, p. 7 

Letters, p. 9 

Pet Page, p. 26 

Social Notes: Date Night 
in the Dining Room, p. 33 

Dodge on March 
real estate transfers, p. 22 

House History: 10 Renfrew, p. 28 

infoWestmount, p. 24

  
 

  
 

  
 

YT IS THE KEUSTR

  
 

  
 

jillprevost.com R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R 514.591.0804

THANK YOU!
During this Holiday Season I want to take 
a moment to thank all my clients, friends 
and family for all that you do, especially 

during these difficult times. 

Wishing everyone a Happy, Healthy 
and Peaceful New Year! Shana Tova!

JILL PRÉVOST

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

City hall on September 3, where the municipal election winners may meet, COVID protocols per-
mitting. Photo: Independent.
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Ville-Marie, 3122 Ch. de Trafalgar-Heights 

$5,490,000
Westmount, 72 Crois. Belmont 

 $5,980,000

INTRODUCING FEATURED PROPERTY

JosephMontanaro.com  |  514. 660. 3050

Westmount, 577 Av. Lansdowne 

$3,295,000

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

Westmount, 549 Av. Roslyn

$4,195,000

Westmount, 492 Av. Argyle 

$2,250,000
Westmount, 703 Av. Grosvenor 

$2,999,000
Westmount, 1 Av. Murray 

$4,495,000
Westmount, 630 Av. Clarke

$4,995,000

Westmount, 556 Av. Victoria 

$1,799,000
Westmount, 417 Av. Mount-Stephen

$2,175,000

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

FEATURED PROPERTY
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The finest retirement lifestyle 
is available at... 

Westmount’s 
Good living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate 

comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs 

24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES. 

4430 St. Catherine West 

514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com 
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

Happy 5782 to all our clients, friends and family; 
enjoy a sweet year lled with good health, 

peace and prosperity 
Bunny Berke & Larry Lusko

Night checks find 
48 homes ‘invited’ 
burglars 

Night-check advisory forms were left at 
48 Westmount houses between August 14 
and 31 when Public Security patrollers no-
ticed telltale signs of residents being ab-
sent. Most of them were for an accumula-
tion of newspapers, mail and packages as 
well as a lack of lighting, said department 
director Greg McBain. “We were looking 
for signs that no one was home and a clear 
invitation to burglars.” 

Found puppy 
returned to owner 

Passers-by reported a black female La-
brador puppy running loose August 29 at 
5:21 pm near 439 Lansdowne, Public Se-
curity officials said. It was taken to the de-
partment’s offices on Stanton St. 

After 45 minutes, a call was received 
from its owners seeking the pup. After pro-
viding proof of ownership, they were able 
to retrieve the three-month-old along with 
information on how to obtain a permit for 
it once it reached six months of age. This 
is the time by which it is required to have 
medical and vaccination papers. It turned 
out the puppy lived down the street. 

Delivery company 
fined $1,300 

A crane was found hoisting a pallet of 
sheet-board to a house under construction 
on Edgehill Rd., August 27, Public Security 
officials said. The machine was occupying 
a portion of the street while its stabilizers 
were on the sidewalk.  

Public Security was called at 10:43 am 
by a Public Works official who stated it did 
not have a city permit to occupy the public 
domain. The work, which was almost com-
pleted, was allowed to continue but the 
company carrying out the work was sent a 
$1,300 fine.

Back-to-school 
means: 

Westmount Public 
Security ‘blitz’,’ p. 7 

Traffic! p. 14 

Montreal police 
safety campaign, p. 31
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Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
Villas Agua Dulce/Dolce Vista 
Opportunity to own a 4 bedroom, 
3 bathroom home with magnificent 
ocean views. This property is fully 
equipped and is a wonderful place 
for complete relaxation. 
$788,000 MLS 28066676

Cat & mouse … and dog

Public Security patrols ‘blitzing’ back-to-school safety 
By Laureen Sweeney 

With many different times and types of 
traffic congestion around the many schools 
in Westmount, public safety officers began 
checking out the various school zones last 
week when most students returned in 
force, director Greg McBain said. The blitz 
is under way through the month of Sep-
tember. 

“We’re checking on traffic flow, remind-
ing parents of drop-off safety and keeping 
school bus zones clear,” he explained. 

Brochures providing safety tips are 
being handed out as well as warning 
tickets. These are to be replaced by regular 
paying tickets once people have had time 
to adjust to the various procedures. 

With the reopening of Westmount Park 
School after extensive renovations last year, 
the drop-off and pick-up point for school 
buses has been refined to improve traffic 
flow. The large yellow buses are now park-
ing in front of the school and Academy Rd. 
Previously they stopped on Park Place, 
which brought through traffic to a virtual 
stand-still, McBain said. 

Bus zones changed 

The change means that these busses 

now head north on Park Place, stop in 
front of the school and exit south on Mel-
ville to St. Catherine. Smaller buses and 
adapted transport will be the only ones 
parking on Park Place. 

Among some of the safety tips provided 
in the brochure are: don’t double park, al-
ways pull into a curb and never load or un-
load children across the street from a 
school but park a block away. It is also im-

portant to observe time limits in specified 
zone and to keep an eye out for children 
to unexpectedly dart across the street.

Park Place and Academy Rd. on September 3. Photo: Independent.



Vaccination & vaccine certificates? Yes – Digital, internal passports? No 

It’s a Brave New World, and we’re all micro-serfs now 
“The databank knows my number 
Says I gotta pay ’cause I made the 
grade last year” 

– “Who Made Who” performed by 
AC/DC and written by Malcom Young, 

Angus Young & Brian Johnson (1986) 

Who knew that the Young brothers and 
Brian Johnson would be innocent and 
naïve in their analysis? In 2021, the prov-
incial government’s data bank – Vaxi-
Code/VaxiCode Verif, which came online 
September 1 – doesn’t just know that you 
“made the grade,” it knows where you are 
and were, or likely will soon.  

The app is currently not designed – we 
are told – to link up to a central site or track 
movements, but the government could 
change that – as it has changed many 
things over the years and over the course 
of this pandemic – and, of course, hackers 
may do what the government itself is not 
officially doing. It also allegedly works on 
machines not connected to the internet, 
but how many are there of those? And why, 
once we’ve shown the QR code to an estab-
lishment that knows us, must we show it 
again each time? One cannot get de-vacci-
nated and become a danger after having 
been scanned once, but to be useful/dan-

gerous as a tracking device one must be 
scanned over and over again. 

Of course, the current provincial gov-
ernment is not emphasizing the negative. 
According to Éric Caire, the province’s digi-
tal transformation minister (a truly scary 
title if ever there was one): “I want to be 
very clear, the QR code has not been fals-
ified, it has not modified and it remains se-
cure.” (CBC website, August 27, 10:31 am).  

This statement is about as convincing 
as the Wizard of Oz saying – after having 
been discovered as a fraud – “Pay no atten-
tion to that man behind the curtain.” 

Why? The code had already been hacked, 
days before implementation. 

But don’t trust me. The Journal de Mon-
tréal reported on August 20: “Vos données 
à risque sur le passeport vaccinal” and then 
on August 27: “Preuve vaccinale du PM pi-
ratée/Des hackers ont facilement réussi à 
télécharger les codes QR d’au moins six 
politiciens et de chroniqueurs.” 

I don’t know if they teach George Or-
well’s Nineteen Eighty-Four in Quebec 
schools, but his insights are as fresh as 
when they were published in 1949: “The 
Party told you to reject the evidence of your 
eyes and ears.” 

(The provincial government also dab -

bles in doublethink. The app and QR code 
are not hackable, it says, but doing so will 
lead to prosecution. Or is it considering a 
slew of prosecutions for attempted hacks?) 

But let’s give the CAQ-ists a Mulligan.  
Even though most of the CAQ cabinet 

ministers don’t look like master coders 
with the expertise to assure us and even 
though their statements have already been 
shown to be false, let’s say that “QR 2.0” is 
secure by, say, September 15. 

That security won’t last.  

This thing is only just beginning 

This is not Newtonian physics: once dis-
covered, seemingly immutable. Coders in 
basements across the world are just getting 
started on hacking this QR code and its af-
filiated apps. 

And that’s just the amateurs. Surely any 
security service worth its salt will also be 
working on a hack, if not for use against 
Quebecers then at least as an exercise. The 
same is true of tech companies.  

The angles of attack are many: build 
fake QR codes for non-existent people or 
ones who haven’t been vaccinated, dupli-
cate the QR codes of actual ones, attach 
code to the legitimate app to track people, 
create a fake app that masquerades as the 
real one, create code that reads QR codes 
at the same time as the legitimate app, cre-
ate code that reads the legitimate app, be 
a rogue retailer who bundles information 
for sale to third parties, plus many other 
routes to access, sell and use information 
that only a coder would be able to describe.  

The list is as endless as the possible mo-
tives: bragging rights, practice for other 
hacks, greed, blackmail, personal spying 
and vendettas, criminal law, civil cases, tax 
enforcement, political ends, warfare. 

And don’t forget some of the least trust-
worthy entities of all: our own govern-
ments, in this case the Quebec one, which 
has been at war with its own minorities, 
and the freedom of choice of its majority, 
since the provincial Liberals’ Bill 22 in 1974 
and the PQ’s Bill 101 in 1977. The CAQ is 
working on its versions of these acts, and 
its lack of trustworthiness was shown (to 
the five people who didn’t already know) 
when it mused about creating a list of “his-
toric” anglos who would be able to receive 
government services in English. Pair that 
list with a QR app and see where we end 
up! 

And don’t expect the hackers to send a 
press release when they succeed, the way 

the “white hat” hackers do. The use of this 
information could be years in the future, 
in ways that might not even be easily evi-
dent or conceived of today.  

And already the scope of the app is 
growing. Global News Morning reported 
September 2 that a Montreal salon owner 
is using it for her establishment, even 
though she is not required to. More data!  

The choice to be unfree 

If part of Orwell’s genius was his bleak, 
aphoristic style, the genius of Aldous Hux-
ley’s Brave New World was showing how 
dystopia would actually be desired. Old-
timey totalitarians had to pay their security 
forces, or risk having them turn on the re-
gime (or be unreliable). How 20th century! 
The digital totalitarians can rely on their 
security forces volunteering for duty for free 
and the inmates also choosing to put on 
the digital chain willingly.  

In the movie The Terminator, people are 
tattooed with barcodes by the worldwide 
computer system Skynet. Why go to the 
hassle and suffer the PR blowback of all 
that when you can coerce people into 
downloading the barcode themselves? 
Want to go to a restaurant? Get your bar-
code, says the government.  

Gazette cartoonist Boris/Jacques Gold-
styn has a September 2 cartoon of a man 
getting a QR code as a tattoo. I don’t know 
if he intends this as a joke or a warning. I 
would endorse the latter. 

Asking for “dumb technology” vaccine 
certificates (i.e. a plastic ID card that is not 
scannable or scanned) in relevant locations 
makes perfect sense. Unvaccinated people 
should not be allowed to create problems 
for everyone else. But this app is the first 
step into a nightmarish future.

Editorial
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Editor’s note 

Letters to the editor 
policy for end of 
election period 

In keeping with our practice during 
the previous three municipal election 
campaigns, letters to the editor pub-
lished in our last issue (November 2) be-
fore the November 7 election that men-
tion a candidate will be shown to that can-
didate for possible rebuttal in the same 
issue. There will be no second “right of 
reply” to this possible reply. – DP



Water discovered 
by resident, not 
Public Security 

I’m writing regarding the piece in the 
August 31 Independent entitled “Public Se-
curity discovers water infiltrating into li-
brary” (p. 10). I’m not sure the credit for 
discovering the incident is accurate. I take 
almost daily early morning walks in the 
park. On August 21, I noticed water gush-
ing from the library lawn. When I got 
home from my walk, I telephoned Public 
Security to ask if the city was aware. I ex-
plained it looked like it might be a pipe 
break and I described the location. I made 
the call between 8 am and 8:30 am, and I 
gave my name. I did not take the name of 
the officer with whom I spoke, but I do re-
member it was a woman. She said Public 
Security was not aware if this situation and 
she would send someone to check it out. 
This phone exchange suggests the last 
paragraph of the article, which credits Pub-
lic Security with the discovery, might not 
be 100-percent accurate. 

Carolyn Samuel, Metcalfe Ave. 

Turf out federal Liberals 
Like letter writer Craig Cormack (Au-

gust 31, p. 9), I discussed politics with Marc 
Garneau (impromptu meeting at Metro 
Victoria). I appreciated what he had to say 
and I voted for him in 2015. Since then, 
I’ve grown sadder and wiser while being 
subjected to Mr. Trudeau’s unending scan-
dals and gaffes. I have written to our MP 
Marc Garneau and telephoned three times 
leaving messages at his Westmount riding 
office. I have not had the courtesy of a 
reply. 

It’s clear that Mr. Garneau’s morals have 
been corrupted while in Ottawa or perhaps 
he just fooled me. The entire remaining 
Liberal caucus has stood by mute, enabling 
Trudeau. This government has acted with 
extreme incompetence, disdain for citizens 
and dishonour, and fully deserves to be 
turfed out. 
Stephen Cohen, de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

Remove the posters 
post-election 

Am I alone in being irritated every few 
years after an election, any election, at 
seeing the by-then pointless posters vis-
ually polluting our streets? It’s bad enough 
to have to put up with the candidates’ 
“smiling” faces before the election, with 
their empty promises of fairness and pros-
perity – which we know will never be at-
tained. 

I accept this as a small price to pay for 
democracy, which many other nations 

would give their eye-teeth for. (And yes, I 
have purposely ended the previous sen-
tence with a preposition purely for the sake 
of emphasis.)  

But I digress. Here’s my suggestion to 
end this visual pollution after an election: 
allow each party, say, four days to remove 
all their posters; this year it could be by Fri-
day, September 24 [for the federal election]. 
After this, the political party concerned 
would be fined $50 (or more if you wish) 
for each poster still remaining up after the 
deadline. 

I don’t know the mechanics of such a 
by-law, or how it could be implemented, 
but I’m guessing it wouldn’t be difficult to 
put into effect. 

A simple time-stamped photo and loca-
tion could be sent to each party HQ and 
the numbers published; a sort of public 
shaming, if you will. 

Wilfrid de Freitas, Kitchener Ave. 

Extend Westmount Park 
eastwards 

The love for Westmount Park has been 
made evident by the number of letters gen-
erated on its behalf this summer. 

Frederick Law Olmsted’s inspiration is 
palpable. Is it not an auspicious time to 
consider Olmsted’s way of extending the 
park experience into the community, the 
greenway? 

A greenway is a multi-use active trans-
portation corridor for people who are cyc-
ling, running, walking, pushing a stroller. 
And it is green – a park-like setting with 
trees for cooling the adjoining neighbour-
hood and ground cover to soak up storm 
water. De Maisonneuve from Melville to 
Wood presents a natural candidate. It runs 
next to the most dense residential area of 
Westmount. 

Even while there was the bustle of con-
struction [in this stretch over the summer], 
it was evident that citizens enjoyed this 
green canyon of mature trees far away 
from vehicle-dominated arteries. 

Why not complete that canyon at 
ground level by linearly extending the 
ground cover of Westmount Park east-
wards? 

In other words, reduce the width of the 
street to the minimum required for vehicu-
lar access of residents, the only vehicles to 
be allowed access. The space gained would 
become parkland of shrubbery, flower 
beds, berry bushes, green alcoves, trellis 
gardens. The imagination reels at the 
possibilities. This most dense, most sus-
tainable part of Westmount deserves such 
consideration. 

Roger Jochym, Lewis Ave. 

Prenons en considération 
la possibilité d’un sentier 
au sud de la piste cyclable 

Les arguments concernant le sentier pié-
tons “east-west path through Westmount 
park” sont intéressants. Peter  Weldon et 
l’éditeur (August 24, p. 9) semblent d’ac-
cord: c’est une mauvaise idée de mettre un 
sentier piétons au sud de la piste cyclable. 

Il me semble néanmoins que l’idée vaut 
la peine d’être étudiée. 

Cela permettrait aux piétons qui em-
pruntent Maisonneuve (au sud) de conti-
nuer leur marche sans avoir à traverser 
deux fois la piste cyclable, au croisement 
de Melville et de Lansdowne. Simplement 
il faut considérer cet axe comme une voie 
de transit pour les nombreuses personnes 
marchant vers/depuis les stations de métro 
ou le site Glen. Ce sentier redeviendrait 
alors le prolongement naturel et sécuritaire 
du trottoir sud de la rue Maisonneuve. 

Quant à la rénovation du parc, je 
comprends les craintes devant un projet 
majeur. Mais les réparations successives, 
le ciment vieillissant, les fuites d’eaux, les 
remplacements variés de surfaces et de 
matériaux, cela n’est pas très esthétique et 
cela finit par être coûteux. 

Il doit être possible d’avoir une vision 
pour l’avenir en respectant l’oeuvre de 
Olmsted, non? 

Barbara Roubert, ave. Metcalfe 

Maintain, don’t spoil, 
Westmount Park 

During the city-wide discussion about 
the future of Westmount Park, three fea-
tures of the debate stand out. 

Public opinion. Citizens have made it 
abundantly clear that they want the park 
to be properly maintained, not spoilt by un-
wise interventions. In consultations and 
in public discussion, residents have been 
adamant about not wanting unneeded in-
frastructure, such as an amphitheatre or 
suspended walkways. 

Westmount’s landscape tradition. West-
mount Park has been designed following 
North American landscape practice. Fred-
erick Law Olmsted did not work personally 
here, but his success with Mount Royal 
Park inspired city leaders in 1898 to have 
their own Olmsted approach and they cor-
responded with the Olmsted firm in 
Brookline, Mass. (see “Olmsted Brothers 
to Chairman of the Park Committee, Town 
of Westmount, August 1, 1899,” “Library of 
Congress, Wash. D.C.). The Olmsted 
Brothers stressed the “landscape effect” for 
Westmount Park and emphasized that 
“features should be so contrived as to in-
terfere with the landscape in the least poss-
ible degree.” 

Municipal democracy. Westmounter 
Jason Prince has just co-edited a very im-
portant book entitled Montréal: A Citizens 
Guide To City Politics. Veteran reporter 
Linda Gyulai contributes a chapter, “Power 
and City Hall,” that demonstrates the 
deeply undemocratic rules governing all 
municipalities in Quebec, and this in-
cludes Westmount, which has the same 
closed-room meetings governing executive 
decisions that all other Quebec cities have. 

These facts converge. The public in 
Westmount are against uncontrolled am-
bitions to re-make Westmount Park. And 
public opinion fits in with the landscape 
tradition that Westmount has followed for 
more than 100 years. Finally, Westmount 
suffers from the same democratic deficit 
as other municipalities – so the mayor and 
councillors should listen to citizens and 
not cling stubbornly to grandiose ideas that 
will spoil Westmount Park. 

Patrick Barnard, Melville Ave. 

Maybe we can forego 
a local newspaper 

Regarding your response to Susan 
Kazenel’s criticism of “display of vulgarity” 
(August 31, p. 9), I disagree entirely with 
your opinion and your questionable sense 
of humour. If that is news, maybe we can 
forego the luxury of a local printed news-
paper. And while there might be things 
more important than civility, many people 
feel that civility is indeed very important. 

We only have to look south of our border 
to see where a lack of civility (among other 
problems) has taken that country. 

The other so-called news you offered 
this week is that of two cars wanting one 
parking space (p. 24). Again, amazingly, 
you printed the same swear word that was 
indicated on the “funny” flag, as if to 
thumb your nose at anyone who might be 
sensitive to swear words. Even children 
know not to say the “f” word in front of 
adults, but you deem it appropriate for 
publication. I guess there are some things 
you didn’t learn in kindergarten. 

Lynda Taylor, Strathcona Ave. 
Editor’s reply: Both events happened with-
out any encouragement or scheduling 
from me, coincidentally a week apart. I will 
not treat our readers like children by 
shielding them from reality or sanitizing 
it, nor will I indulge in neo-Victorian/neo-
Puritan Bowdlerizing, especially in an im-
portant story about an incident that was 
possibly seconds away from a road-rage 
incident. Details matter. 

Cancelling a newspaper because of two 
tiny words that you don’t like in two true, 
tiny news stories? For doing its job? That’s 
a scary attitude towards a free press! – DP

Letters to the Editor
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Don’t wait until
it hits you.
Get vaccinated.

A vaccination passport 
is now required to enter 
certain public spaces.

Québec.ca/COVIDvaccine



Status of greenhouses and other key projects 

By Laureen Sweeney 

Highlights of the city’s key major pro-
jects to date for 2021 include a closer look 
at their progress and status to date as pro-
vided last week by interim assistant direc-
tor general Bruce St. Louis. 

The restoration of the heritage green-
house portion – the conservatory and frog 
pond – appears to be on the last leg of its 
$5.3-million journey for study and eventual 
work based on net costs to the city exclud-

ing taxes. Its expected completion date is 
December 16. 

Inspections of this work take place 
weekly, St. Louis said. 

“Work is going well but was delayed 
when a sewer line was found behind it. 
There are always surprises.” 

What remains is putting in place the 
framework and glass but it is only after this 
construction ends that interior work such 
as the installation of plants will begin. 

This year’s upgrade to the Victoria Hall 

mechanical room, costing $721,200, is ex-
pected to continue until November 30, 
while a major upgrade of the mechanical 
room at Westmount Public Library at 
$345,400 has an end date of September 15. 

Road work under way till Nov. 

While major work on city buildings ac-
counts for almost $10 million of the record 
$27.2-million capital budget, the lion’s 
share involves the combined total of road 
excavation that includes sewers, and water 

main replacement and rehabilitation at $12 
million. 

The biggest road project – due to wrap 
up October 22 – is the $4.76 million total 
reconstruction of Sunnyside between 
Upper Bellevue and Belvedere. This also 
involves Hydro Westmount work. It is one 
of the projects deferred to this year from 
the 2020 budget. 

Another major road project is the $2.6-
million reconstruction of Mount Stephen 
including replacement of the water main 
and Hydro Westmount work. This is to be 
completed by October 30. Meanwhile, the 
water main rehabilitation of Lexington at 
$931,000 was expected to be finished Au-
gust 31. 

Looking ahead to The Boulevard 

Tender bids were being opened last 
week for the preparatory work in 2021 for 
reconstructing The Boulevard “which is 
exciting,” St. Louis said. These are for sur-
veying and soil sampling (for contami-
nated material). 

The Boulevard work will be a “compli-
cated multi-year project” involving many 
utilities (see also story November 24, 2020, 
p. 8). 

These include the Montreal agglomer-
ation’s water mains (those of 10-inch diam-
eter or larger), Énergir (the former Gaz-
Met) gas lines, Hydro Westmount and Bell. 
The required coordination means that ac-
tual work will likely not start until 2023, he 
said. 

Playground work 

At the city’s playgrounds, installation of 
the splash pad and landscaping at Stayner 
Park, costing $384,300, has been com-
pleted while new playground equipment 
and a re-do of the landscaping for Somer-
ville Tot Lot at $262,200 has an end date of 
October 30.
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spent or committed, leaving three percent 
or $803,000 in reserve as a cushion “for the 
time being,” St. Louis said. 

His forecast: “It’s looking pretty good.” 
Of the total 96 projects, 64 are either 

complete, in progress or about to start. “It’s 
way too early” to estimate final figures, he 
said. 

Among unexpected issues encountered 
this year are escalating costs of asphalt and 
concrete by 25 to 50 percent, a lack of com-
petitive tender bids in some cases and a 
scarcity of electronic chips. These chips are 
essential for the final assembly of six ur-
gently needed hybrid vehicles for Public 
Security to replace those from 2015 that are 
at the end of their service life. 

“The escalating cost of construction ma-
terial has had a huge impact,” St. Louis ex-
plained. 

“Two weeks ago, we opened tenders for 
repaving in a lane near Greene as well as 
a project on Sydenham that were both light 
years apart from what had been estimated 
and as a result have been deferred.” 

Others put off include the re-building 
of the Roslyn steps, restoration of the pond 
and water feature in King George (Murray) 
Park as well as window restoration at city 
hall and a number of others such as some 
pertaining to IT, which are yet to be deter-

mined for this year. 

Changes required 

The completed work includes one pro-
ject that spilled over from last year. This 
was the portion of the city hall roof whose 
work, completed at the end of March this 
year, was required to be accounted for in 
2021 even though begun under the 2020 
budget year. 

Among some of the back-up projects 
benefitting from the deferral of others are 
preliminary preparation for next year’s pro-
ject to update Devon Park, improved se-
curity at Hydro Westmount’s Glen power 
house and the purchase of a digger. This 
is a backhoe for Public Works to replace 
the challenges of having to rent one, “es-
pecially in a 2 am emergency,” St. Louis 
said. 

The work of a capital works team to 
monitor the 2021 work has been proceed-
ing in parallel to preparing a blueprint for 
the 2022 budget, which is now under way. 
An overall three-year program has to be 
completed by September 17 for fine-tuning 
and presentation to the council soon after, 
he said. 

See story November 24, 2020, p. 8 for 
summary of 2021 projects by category.

Planning, cont’d from p. 1

Bruce St. Louis, interim assistant director gen-
eral, photographed last week.

New underground electrical cables that will power the greenhouses, left, and dirt from digging work, as seen September 3 south of the work greenhouses. Photos: Independent.



Here today – gone tomorrow 
Vendôme tunnel site on Westmount-NDG border winding down 

Trucks were removing material and equipment September 2 from this worksite on St. Catherine at York St. just over the border in NDG, above. The yard near the southwest corner of the city was used 
during the work of Société de Montréal (STM) on the pedestrian tunnel from de Maisonneuve and the Vendôme Metro station to the McGill University Heath Centre’s Glen hospital, which opened 
May 31 (see June 8, p. 24). The trailers used as offices have been disappearing over the previous months, as seen, from left, June 1, August 11 and August 17, below. Photos: Independent
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 

514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

Les rencontres du 15 septembre et du 29 septembre 
2021 pour les parents à Saint-Léon de Westmount – 

Catéchèse 2021-2022 
Le mercredi 15 septembre 2021, à 18h30 au 310, avenue Clarke, en la 
salle Oscar-Gauthier, aura lieu la première rencontre d’informations 
sur les parcours de catéchèse o erts aux jeunes et à leurs parents. 

Le mercredi 29 septembre 2021, à 18h30 au 310, avenue Clarke, en la 
salle Oscar-Gauthier, aura lieu la seconde rencontre d’informations 
sur les parcours de catéchèse o erts aux jeunes et à leurs parents. 

Les inscriptions aux parcours auront lieu à 19h ce soir-là. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements : Église Saint-Léon de Westmount 
catsaintleon@gmail.com – www.paroisse-saint-leon.org
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À votre bureau de vote par 
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avant le mardi 14 septembre, 18 h 
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Turn-key & meticulously maintained 2001 construction with garage nestled on a private 
2.86 acre lot with wildlife at your doorstep. Lake Kenny access beach almost directly across 
the road, access to 2 other lakes & access to domain trails from the backyard. 3 bedrooms + 

den & office, 2 +1 baths, garage. 2019 roof, wood fireplace. A must see! Centris # 9723633. →

Your Up North real estate expert! 
Working and living in the Laurentians 

for over 14 years! 
Contact me today for a FREE 
and no obligation evaluation.

School’s back, and so is traffic 

Mid-level Westmount was very busy September 2 at about 8 am, in what the Independent guesses was a drive-to-school rush hour for Selwyn House (south down Argyle), ECS (east and west on 
Montrose) and The Study (north on Clarke). The Boulevard and Sherbrooke at about the same time were not particularly busy or congested. Top: looking up Argyle at Montrose, south down Argyle 
and east on Montrose. Bottom, north up Clarke at Montrose, and east on Montrose at Clarke and at Mountain. Photos: Independent. 
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Squirrels love coffee too, or at least coffee cups 

… to the point where this one disappeared head first into a cup, as seen September 1 at the corner 
of Victoria and de Maisonneuve. Photos: Independent.

RE/MAX Action Inc Agency – Westmount

ANNE-MARIE LARUE 
514-919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

EVI HO 
514-862-7718 

eviho@outlook.com

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

REAL ESTATE BROKERS
We welcome your calls !

CARPET/RUG 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

ORIENTAL RUGS: 
NEW AND ANTIQUE 

hand wash and repairs 

g COVID CLEAN h 
ALL CARPETS 

AND FURNITURE 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35 YEARS!

Lake Grosvenor 

This small lake/large puddle was formed on Grosvenor at de Maisonneuve September 1. “Public 
Works was doing a pressure test on the fire hydrant. They will be flushing the hydrants over the 
next few weeks,” Catherine Skinner, executive assistant to Westmount director general Hadi Hakim, 
explained to the Independent by email September 3. Photo: Independent.

Next farmers’ 
market set for 
Sunday, Sept. 12 
at Greene 

The first in a series of Sunday 
farmers’ markets in Westmount was 
scheduled to take place last Sunday, 
September 5, in Prince Albert Square, 
Councillor Cynthia Lulham told the 
Independent shortly before the early 
Labour Day press time on Friday. 

The next market, Sunday, Septem-
ber 12, is planned for the Greene Ave. 
parking lot at the same times, from 11 
am to 3 pm. The locations will alter-
nate weekly between Prince Albert 
square and Greene but at the same 
times. Fruits and vegetables will be of-
fered for sale.

Dodge on March 
real estate transfers, p. 22 

History by the House, p. 28 

Police Report, p. 25 & p. 31 

Social Notes, p. 33
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Residential Real Estate Broker & Advisor
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March transfers: Lower prices, mark-ups 

Note: The following article relates to the reg-
istration of deeds of sale for Westmount prop-
erty in March 2021. A list of sales can be found 
on p. 23. 

The average price of Westmount resi-
dential real estate dropped in March al-
most as much as it rose in February, when 
100 Summit Circle sold for $11,700,000. 

This time, the highest price was 
$2,925,000 for 87 Summit Crescent and 
prices descended to $985,000 for 4927 de 
Maisonneuve Blvd., the first Westmount 
house to sell for less than $1 million since 
last November. This brought the average 
price to $2,035,333 and the median was 
$2,102,500, hardly the $3,195,807 average 
price that we saw in February sales. 

Mark-ups over municipal valuation 
were also fairly modest, ranging from a 
14.6 percent mark-down for 646 Roslyn 

Ave. to a 28.7 percent mark-up for 592 
Lansdowne Ave., only one block away. The 
average mark-up was 13.63 percent, down 
from 25 and 23 percent in the two previous 
months. 

The volume was only nine sales, com-
pared to 12 registered in January and 14 in 
February. 

The March registrations generally re-
flected sales negotiated in January and Feb-
ruary, but some date back to late last year. 

Condominiums 

Deeds for the sales of five condomin-
iums were signed in March, more than 
doubling the number of condos sold in the 
first quarter of 2021. 

Of the five, by far the highest price and 
highest mark-up involved Apt. 1803 at the 
Château Westmount Square, 4175 St. Ca-
therine St., at $2,045,000 or 32 percent 
above valuation. 

The strong mark-down from valuation 

at 200 Lansdowne is hardly surprising; of 
five sales in the building since the begin-
ning of 2020, four have been under valu-
ation, though this is the biggest mark-
down of the four. 

When the March sales are added to 
condo sales in January and February, nine 
sales in the first quarter of 2021 – seven 
standard apartments, one in a converted 
duplex and one converted garage – were 
priced between $540,000 and $2,045,000, 

including three prices over $1 million. The 
average mark-up over valuation is 17.4 per-
cent compared to an average 21.6 percent 
for one- and two-family dwellings in the 
first quarter. 

The only other sale in March involved 
328 Victoria Ave., part of the row of store-
front townhouses between Somerville Ave. 
and de Maisonneuve Blvd., which has a 
mixed commercial use.
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Esti Jedeikin 
514.594.7701 

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible pour répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers 592 Lansdowne. All pictures taken August 31.

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

4927 de Maisonneuve Blvd.

646 Roslyn. 87 Summit Crescent.
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Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in March 2021 
Address                                                    Vendor                                                                                                                           Price                         2020 Val                       Ratio (%) 

32 Arlington                                               Frank Nel & Panagiota Tsatoumas                                                                        $1,990,000                      $1,632,200                              21.9% 

4927 de Maisonneuve                               Aicha El Garano                                                                                                         $985,000                         $907,600                                8.5% 

492 Elm                                                     Guylaine Larose & Sylvain Rigaud                                                                         $2,650,000                      $2,110,000                              25.6% 

485 Grosvenor                                           Andrea Kessous & Zachary Frenkiel                                                                      $1,468,000                      $1,144,700                              28.2% 

372 Kensington                                         Arieh Sochaczevski & Elissa Benjamin                                                                  $2,500,000                      $2,327,900                                7.4% 

592 Lansdowne                                         Marie-Anne Paquette & Richard Proulx                                                                 $2,215,000                      $1,720,600                              28.7% 

646 Roslyn                                                 Valérie Fraile                                                                                                           $1,960,000                      $2,296,400                             -14.6% 

87 Summit Crescent                                 9112-8975 Quebec Inc.                                                                                           $2,925,000                      $2,438,400                              20.0% 

599 Victoria                                               Eugene Orenstein & Margaret Spiegel                                                                  $1,625,000                      $1,543,000                                5.3% 

CONDOMINIUMS 

200 Lansdowne #101                                estate Wilfrid Schuchat                                                                                             $730,000                         $888,600                             -17.8% 

175 Metcalfe #205                                    Julie Coutu                                                                                                                 $540,000                         $521,800                                3.5% 

175 Metcalfe #405                                    Jean Lapointe & Natalie Couët                                                                                 $570,000                         $558,400                                2.1% 

4175 St. Catherine #1803                         estate Norma Lifshitz                                                                                             $2,045,000                      $1,547,500                              32.1% 

205 Victoria #402                                      Stanley Gill                                                                                                              $1,280,000                      $1,124,500                              13.8% 

OTHER 

328 Victoria                                               Richard Bourne & Richard Bourne Financial Inc.                                                 $1,350,000                      $1,045,100                              29.2% 
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Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX 
Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST 
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario 

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation, 
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP) 

514 503-7719 
info@hkltax.com 

https://hkltax.com 
1434 Sainte-Catherine West 
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Police Report 

Two break-ins and an attempt during last week of August 
By Martin C. Barry 

Police at Station 12 on Stanton St. report 
there were two household robberies and 
an attempted break-in at homes in West-
mount during the last week of August. 

During the first incident, sometime be-
tween 6 pm and 9:30 pm on August 23 at 
a home near the corner of Sherbrooke St. 
and Kitchener Ave., an intruder entered 
through a garage door and stole a bicycle 
he found inside. 

According to Station 12 community re-
lations officer Adalbert Pimentel, the sus-

pect had to break a small lock on the bi-
cycle before making off with it. 

He said a security camera that was ac-
tivated at the time captured footage of the 
incident, providing the investigators with 
valuable clues that could be useful in ident-
ifying the suspect. 

Mercedes was the getaway car 

On August 29 between 5 and 5:20 pm, 
three suspects tried to pry open the garage 
door of a home near the corner of Sher-
brooke St. and Claremont Ave. 

“They tried to force the garage door 

which was situated in the back,” said Pi-
mentel. 

While saying that the intruders didn’t 
cause any damage to the door, Pimentel 
added that they left behind footprints for 
the investigators. As well, images of the 
suspects were recorded by a security cam-
era. 

Interestingly, the surveillance camera 
recorded the intruders boarding a black 
Mercedes Benz and fleeing the scene east-
ward along Sherbrooke St. 

Pimentel said the appearance of the sus-
pects led the investigators to speculate they 

may have been minors. 

Laptop stolen 

During the night of August 30-31, a sus-
pect or suspects broke into a home near 
the corner of Metcalfe Ave. and Sherbrooke 
St. through a rear door. 

“They took a laptop,” said Pimentel, not-
ing that “there was damage to the lock on 
the back door.” Although the investigators 
checked the area for the presence of secur-
ity cameras, none were found.

Elle à priori opens on Greene 

Everyone agrees. There is a “little some-
thing” in the air. Cooler days mean fall 
fashion. 

For over 20 years Westmount’s Prom-
enade Greene has been a go-to destination 
for well-dressed Montrealers. Owner 
Eliane Harroch has just moved into a 
glamorous new space: Elle à priori, at the 
former site of Salon Olivier. 

“After COVID, dressing has changed. I 
buy brands for an urban country lifestyle. 
I would love to have been able to call my 
boutique Town and Country,” she laughs. 

The shop is splendid. The collections 
are today and noteworthy; indeed, for 
town-and-country dressing. Colours offer 
a new take on fall trends. Black pieces are 
magnets for some shoppers, while others 
prefer the harmony of soft beiges. (My fa-
vourite was a soft hooded cardigan and 
matching pants in a lovely pale fawn. To 
wear with sparkle or sneakers. And perfect 
for comfy-yet-chic airline travel. Soon!) 

Eliane pointed out that she has a 
“fabulous selection of pants, which 
most of my clients are now wearing day 
into night.” Classics are updated with 
subtle trend touches. The cashmere 
sweaters in super shades are a must-
buy. And moving into late fall, her coat 
collection includes classics, puffer 
jackets and fabulous faux fur. 

Brands include the perennial fave 
jean NYDJ, as well as eminently elegant 
European and American lines: Brax, 
Betty Barclay, Repeat, Part Two, rose-
munde, Peruzzi, Milano (that legendary 
Italian flair), oui, Repeat, Lisette L, and 
Michael Kors, among many others. 
Most are most exclusive to her shop. 

Before dashing in for your seasonal 
styles, stop by Promenade Greene. 
Eliane has amazing Closing Sale Prices. 

Elle à Priori – Open 7 days a week 
514.419.1902 
1347 Greene 
Open Monday to Friday: 
9:30 am to 6 pm 
Saturday: 9:30 am to 5:30 pm 
Sunday: noon to 5 pm

City Views 

Veronica Readgrave



Freeing Snowby 
This photograph says so much. It said 

it to me and it says it to you. This is the 
reality of the pet that has been transported 
from the home he knew to the shelter at 
the Montreal SPCA to be put up for adop-
tion at the cattery. 

We know that he is being vetted, that he 
is being fed and cared for, but we can only 
imagine what he is thinking behind those 
stunning green eyes and that beautiful 
white face. 

Snowby is lucky. He has a chance at 
being adopted by a family in our neigh-
bourhood right here, right now. He is 
handsome and ever so affectionate. Please 
apply for his adoption. 

Snowby is a very healthy eight-year-old, 
up to date with his inoculations, neutered 
and microchipped. Please refer to his 
identification number 48488956 when you 
visit the Montreal SPCA website at 
www.spca.com and fill out the adoption ap-
plication for this stunning fellow on the at-
tached link. Once submitted, you will then 
be contacted for a telephone interview, fol-
lowed by a visit by appointment at the 
SPCA. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne
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Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Yard worker available 

Lawn trimming, Garden cleaning, Weeding, Adding Mulch, Yard 
Cleanup, Raking Leaves, Snow Shoveling. Text/Message Vince 
at 514-294-5562. 

Domestic help available 

Trained nurse’s aide available for care giving and/or light house 
work: making beds, light ironing, dishes, etc. Please call Ava at 
438-764-4151 or email avaharriott222@yahoo.com to inquire as 
to how I can help you. 

Gratitude 

Thank you St. Jude for favours granted.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

We do restoration of: 
� Sterling � Silverware 

� Door Hardware 
� Antique objects & more 

Repair your valuables. Quality work. 
Polishing, Plating & Protection. 

ART & MÉTAUX 
514-495-1258 

Visit our website for full details: 
artetmetaux.com

SILVERSMITH

REPAIR & 
MAINTENANCE

Opening sale: 20% off 

Dog & cat food

4071 St. Catherine St. W. (at Wood) 514 944-9044 
Limited time – Details in store

Best Tiny ever 

Such soulful eyes, little Tiny has a big 
heart and a great disposition. Yes, he is 
mostly Chihuahua with a drop of Pomera-
nian in there for extra cuteness! 

A cuddly, loving fellow, at just eight 
pounds, he is ounce-for-ounce affection, 
with time spent on your lap or under your 
desk being good options for him. 

Family love is needed for Tiny now as 
he is in foster care for Gerdy’s Rescues & 

Adoptions. He is friendly with other dogs 
so the possibility of a buddy would be great 
as well. 

Tiny is neutered, vaccinated and micro-
chipped. He has recently been diagnosed 
with diabetes though and it would be im-
portant to become experienced in the daily 
routine or consider him if you have the in-
sulin and diet experience already. 

Please enquire about Tiny at the grass-
roots volunteer rescue Gerdy’s Rescues & 
Adoptions by referring to their website 
www.gerdysrescue.org and emailing them 
at info@gerdysrescue.org. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler
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Atwater Library Finan
We’re offering a variety of informatio
Live online by Zoom with moderated
Learn from experts for free.
Upcoming topics include Old Age Se
and Wills.
Our staff are eager to tell you more.
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Westmount’s ‘living’ history 

This “stump” of a Washingtonian light standard is on the front lawn of the 4300 de Maisonneuve 
apartment building. The damage happened between June 2019 and November 2020, and Hydro 
Westmount has been tasked “to repair/replace it,” Catherine Skinner, executive assistant to West-
mount director general Hadi Hakim, told the Independent by email September 3. Photo: Independent.
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10 Renfrew: Part of the Leduc farm 

Lambert Leduc married Jeanne Décarie 
in 1680 and found himself wed into one of 
the richest and most successful farming 
families in Lower Canada, inheriting as his 
dowry a 600-foot-wide strip of land rising 
from Petit Lac St. Pierre to the top of the 
south-facing mountain on the west side of 
Mount Royal. 

The couple produced between nine and 
14 children, according to Geneanet, many 
of whom died at childbirth or soon there-
after. Leduc and his offspring may have 
had several houses and accessory buildings 
at some time during the next century but 
it is probable that most of these had dis -
appeared by early in the 19th century, as 
Montreal’s wealthier gentry began seeking 
“country” properties away from the 
busy city. As the population grew, these 
“country” properties became permanent 
homes. 

So it was that William Murray, an 
emigré from Scotland who had brought his 
wife (and child?) to Montreal to carve out 
a new career, was living on Notre Dame St. 
in 1842, the first year that Lovell’s Directory 
started publishing a list of local citizenry. 

He and his family moved around Mon-
treal a bit before finding their way into the 
Canadian Insurance Company buildings 
on “Great St. James Street,” and soon after-
wards he landed a job with them, rising 
from secretary to manager and eventually 
president. 

Murray purchases Leduc farm 

By about 1857, he was in a position to 
make an offer to purchase the Leduc farm, 
which had mostly been abandoned by the 
family except for one Louis Leduc, who 
identifies himself (in Lovell’s) as a farmer 
until 1857, then became a “tanner,” no 
doubt in one of the St. Henri tanneries just 
south of The Glen. 

By then, Charles Bowman (“Forden”), 
John Young (“Rosemount”), John Eadie 
(“Braemar”) and of course Chief Justice 
James Monk (“Monklands”) had built pa-
latial mansions on the hills of (what is 
now) Westmount mountain, and Moses 
Judah Hayes had built what could be con-
sidered one of Montreal’s first housing de-
velopments, the four houses that made up 
Metcalfe Terrace, in 1840. 

In fact, William Murray’s son, Alex-
ander, had moved into one of the Metcalfe 
Terrace houses in 1857, and that may have 
given father the notion that he could build 
his own monument on the struggling 
Leduc farm. 

In the 1859 Lovell’s Directory the entry 
was “MURRAY, WM., manager Montreal 
Insurance Company, 9 Great St James, 
house, Cote St Antoine, beyond Metcalfe 
terrace.” 

Outer edge of civilization 

It seems he oriented his house with the 
Metcalfe Terrace houses, at the corner of 
Metcalfe Ave., which was the outer edge of 
civilization at this point. Eventually he 
named his mansion “West Mount,” follow-
ing the tradition of the other men of sub-
stance. 

After Murray’s death in 1874, the estate 
held onto the entire property while his 
wife, Agnes Gow, was still alive. She died 
in about 1880 and William Gow Murray 
took over “West Mount,” after which West-
mount is named, until about 1893. Other 
family members moved in and in fact Alex-
ander built another house along the drive-
way from Côte St. Antoine, which event-
ually got the name of Murray Ave. 

By 1909, the former Leduc farm was but 

a passing memory and the William Murray 
estate – which by then was being run by 
his grandchildren – sold off the top-of-
mountain property to Herbert Holt and 
Charles Gordon, two Montreal magnates 
who were planning an exclusive commu-
nity above The Boulevard. 

They paid 15¢ per square foot for the 
strip of land, which now includes Lexing-
ton Ave. and Summit Crescent. 

Westmount Ave., The Boulevard built 

A subdivision map was quickly ap-
proved, leaving Murray’s land between the 
newly-built Westmount Ave. and The Boul-
evard as one of the largest unsubdivided 
areas still left in the growing town. 

An 1893 map shows Westmount Ave. 
was already conceived – basically an exten-
sion of the rear driveway to the Murray 
property – reaching across from The Boul-
evard to Claremont Ave., with subdivisions 
at Lansdowne and Belmont Aves. and 
farther east on what are now Aberdeen and 
Argyle Aves., but very little development 

except for what one early Belmont Ave. 
deed affectionately referred to as “Larry’s 
cottage.” 

By 1912, Lansdowne and Belmont Aves., 
just west of the Murray estate, were being 
built up extensively, and Carleton and Sy-
denham Aves. appeared to the east of what 
we believe was a huge orchard. 

No doubt there was extreme pressure 
on what was left of the Murray family when 
they finally decided to sell the land, stretch-
ing from Belmont to Carleton, Westmount 
Ave. to The Boulevard, to a group called 
“Belgo-Canadian Realty Inc.” in 1914. 

Belgo-Canadian Realty 

We could not find out much about 
Belgo-Canadian Realty Inc,. except that the 
company still exists, at least on paper. It 
was formed in 1911 and took a great inter-
est in the fruit orchards of Kelowna, B.C. 
and the development of the Kelowna area. 

There is a Belgo-Canadian Fruit and 
Land Company in Kelowna, a Belgo-Cana-
dian Mfg. Co. in Newfoundland/Labrador 

History by 
the House 
Andy Dodge

10 Renfrew on August 20.
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and a Belgo-Canadian Pulp and Paper Co. 
in Shawinigan, Quebec, with roots back to 
the same era, so it seems likely this was an 
investment group which was ready to pour 
Belgian money into Canada as Germany 
(under Kaiser Wilhelm) was developing a 
hunger for expansion in Europe. 

Belgo-Canadian paid 88.5¢ per square 
foot for the land, thus $484,095, in June 
1914. By 1920, the map which accompanied 
Lovell’s Directory showed that plans had 
been made to extend streets into the area 
with the names Belgium (now Murray 
Hill), Louvain (now Douglas) and Liège 
(now Grenville) with an unnamed connec-
tor on the east side reaching down to West-
mount Ave. How or why the names got 
changed to their current titles would be an 
object of further research. 

Enter John Hand, who apparently had 
been in the fur business but decided in 
1911 to become a builder. He hired William 
Wright, a 43-year-old architect with years 
of experience in multi-residential and in-
stitutional buildings, to design a house 
near the Murrays on Belmont Ave., which 
had been subdivided in various places. 

Hand used the design to build a group 
of houses along Belmont and was quite the 
craftsman by the time he reached out to 
Belgo-Canadian in 1925 to purchase four 
land lots reaching up from Grenville along 
Renfrew, as the avenues by then were 
known. 

Development of four connected streets 

While it is not clear that he was respon-
sible for all the development in the area, a 
check of the dates of construction shows 
that Murray Hill was developed from 1916 
to 1923, Douglas between 1923 and 1924, 
Renfrew from 1924 to 1925 and Grenville 
mainly between 1925 and 1928. 

In short order, the lots Hand bought (for 
90¢ per square foot) on Renfrew became 
Nos. 6, 8, 10 and 12 Renfrew, and it appears 
he was willing to rent them rather than sell 
them off. 

The first tenant of No. 10 was Louis-Jo-
seph Gauthier, who had served as a 
member of Quebec’s legislative assembly 
representing l’Assomption (1906-08), then 
went on to become Liberal member of par-
liament for St. Hyacinthe (1911-21) but, 
once he moved to Westmount in 1927, he 
lost three more federal elections and one 
provincial one. 

Finally in 1934 he decided to buy the 
house from Hand (in the name of his wife, 
Marie-Anne Desmarais) for $25,000, using 
a loan from the Société des Artisans Fran-
çais-Canadiens. 

Gauthier died in 1938 but his wife re-
mained in the house until 1944, when the 
art group was forced to seize the property 

and quickly sold it for $17,000 to Edythe 
Rubin, wife of S. Leon (Bosty) Mendel-
sohn, a high-powered Montreal lawyer who 
helped establish Mendelsohn Rosentzvieg 
Schacter (now McMillan) in 1951. 

Mendelsohn stayed there until 1967 and 
sold to William Manolson, an executive 
who worked with Merchandise Mart in 
Place Bonaventure, who paid $53,500 for 
the property. 

Eleven years later, the house changed 
hands to another Montreal lawyer, Gerald 
Nudleman, this time for $90,000. The final 
purchase, in 2005, was by Dr. Lorenzo 
Ferri, professor of surgery and oncology at 
McGill, and his wife, Alison Breen. 

They paid $882,500 for the house, 
which now has a municipal valuation of 
$1,520,100. 

HISTORY OF 10 RENFREW AVE. 
(since construction) 

Date              Buyer                                      Price 

23 Mar 1934   Marie Anne Desmarais          $25,000 
26-Jun-1944    Société des Artisans 

Canadiens Français              (seizure) 
31-Aug-1944    Edythe Rubin                           $17,000 
17-Nov-1967    William Manolson                  $53,500 
22-Jun-1978    Gerald Nudleman                  $90,000 
1-Jun-2005      Lorenzo Ferri & 

Alison Breen                         $882,500Which Murray/
company/shipping 
line is which? 

To correct a long-lived misunder-
standing, Murray consistently ident-
ifies himself in Lovell’s Directory as 
an executive of the Montreal Insu-
rance Company and even in his will, 
updated soon before his death in 1874, 
he says he is president of what by then 
was the Montreal Assurance Com-
pany. 

City and Westmount Historical As-
sociation documents identify him as 
the founder of Beaver Shipping lines. 
Indeed, in 1867 he joined with a group 
of investors to form Canada Shipping 
Co. Ltd., which ran several sailboats 
through the St. Lawrence and Great 
Lakes and eventually overseas. 

The flag flown by the boats in-
cluded an image of a beaver, hence the 
group got the nickname, “Beaver 
Line.” 

This was at a time that the shipping 
industry was transitioning to steam-
boats, and the company struggled 
through the next two decades, with 
the agents Thompson Murray & Co., 
whose “Murray” was actually Henry 
E. Murray, another son who helped re-
organize the company in 1896 – 22 
years after his father died – as the 
Beaver Line, a steamboat company.

– 1874 – 
Village of Notre Dame de Grâce (area of 

current-day Westmount and NDG) 
incorporated 

– 1876 – 
Village of Côte St. Antoine (area of current-
day Westmount) breaks away. It become a 

town in 1890. 
– 1888 – 

wooden railway bridge opens over Glen Rd., 
southwest of current-day Westmount 

recreation centre. It is replaced by the still-
in-use stone bridge in 1892 

– circa 1890 – 
Train station opens at the foot of Abbott Ave. 

It was moved to the foot of Victoria Ave. 
in 1907, where the building still stands. 

– 1895 – 
Town of Côte St. Antoine changes its name 
to Westmount. It becomes a city in 1908. 

– 1899 – 
Westmount Public Library opens in its 

current building (which has been added to). 
– 1922 – 

Current city hall opens. 
– 1925 – 

The current Victoria Hall opens. This 
building, still in use, replaced an 1899 

version that burned down in 1924. Also, 
the St. Catherine St. armoury of the Royal 
Montreal regiment, located on city land, 

opens. 
– 1958 – 

Westmount’s previous arena opens as an 
open-sided venue. It was enclosed in 1963. 
The pool at this facility was added in 1962. 

– 2002 to 2005 – 
The merged years. Westmount is merged 

January 1, 2002 with the city of Montreal and 
becomes one of its boroughs. It demerged 

on January 1, 2006. 
– 2013 – 

Current Westmount recreation centre opens.

The map that wasn’t: Belgium Ave. (became Murray Hill), Louvain (became Douglas) and Liège 
(became Grenville).

CARPET/RUG 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

ORIENTAL RUGS: 
NEW AND ANTIQUE 

hand wash and repairs 

g COVID CLEAN h 
ALL CARPETS 

AND FURNITURE 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35 YEARS!
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You are in good hands

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

AESTHETIC MEDICINE 
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENTS 
(No medical referral required) 

Plan your visit today 
514 342.8346

Dr. John P. Rowen 
Phlebology 

Aesthetic medicine

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount 
www.xomed.ca  |  info@xomed.ca

Mindfulness Based Stress 
Reduction Program 

– Live Streaming – 
September 28th to November 16th, 2021 

Tuesday evenings, 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
An 8 week program to support you in effectively coping 
with stress and challenges that include work and family 
issues, anxiety, insomnia, depression and chronic pain. 
For more information, contact Gina Rubinsky, 

Psychologist at Gina@living-arts.ca 
or 514-730-7882 – www.living-arts.ca

Long time running/Long may you run 

This car was seen on Sherbrooke St. near Argyle and Redfern September 3. Photo: Independent.

Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W
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Police Report 

Motorists warned: safety campaign under way near schools 
By Martin C. Barry 

With a new academic year now under 
way at schools in Westmount, police at Sta-
tion 12 are advising motorists to pay careful 
attention when driving through school 
zones or past idling school buses as of-
ficers will be on the lookout for violators 
during a school safety campaign over the 
coming weeks. 

Until September 17, Montreal police of-
ficers will be watching motorists closely 
on streets and at intersections where there 
are schools, student crossings and school 
crossing guards. 

“There are a lot of people who drive 
their kids to school,” said Station 12 com-
munity relations officer Adalbert Pimentel, 
noting that traffic gets dense near schools 
twice a day during the week, when parents 
drop off their children in the morning then 
pick them up in the mid-afternoon. 

“If you’re in a rush, it’s good to be care-
ful,” he added. “There are more and more 
vehicles out there, and more and more 
types of traffic. Besides school buses, there 
are kids walking to school and a lot of par-
ents dropping them off.” 

Phase 1 done 

He said a first phase of the campaign, 
which got under way in late August, fo-
cused on informing parents through 
school officials that the police are being 
more vigilant. 

During a subsequent enforcement 
period, police officers will be checking 
whether speed limits are being obeyed, 
whether drivers are following crossing 
guards’ signals, and whether children in-
side vehicles are wearing seat belts as 
required by law. 

Double-parking will also not be toler-
ated, he continued. 

Pimentel rattled off some of the high-
way code violations for which officers are 

likely to be handing out citations and the 
fines they carry. 

“Not obeying the signals of a crossing 
guard: that’s like a $200 fine and four de-
merit points,” he said. 

“Crossing guards, they’re representing 
the city and they’re there to enforce safety 
and they know exactly what to do because 
they’re trained for it.” 

Passing a school bus while its flashing 
stop signals are activated also carries a 
$200 fine, but results in nine demerit 

points. 
While some rules apply to motorists, 

there are others that can be applied to pe-
destrians. 

For example, a pedestrian who crosses 
a public road without using a designated 
crosswalk can also be cited for having com-
mitted an infraction. 

Crossing guards needed 

For those who might be interested, Sta-
tion 12 is currently seeking interested can-

didates to fill positions as on-call school 
crossing guards. 

According to a post on the station’s web-
site, the on-call crossing guards are needed 
to replace permanent school crossing 
guards when needed. 

The call for a replacement is generally 
made early in the morning, but there is no 
minimum number of hours guaranteed. 

The job pays an hourly rate of $11.79. 
Those interested can pick up an applica-
tion form at Station 12, 21 Stanton St.

Crossing guard Chantal Khalaf was enthusiastically managing the crosswalk outside Selwyn House School at 7:50 am September 3. She has been 
doing this work, morning and afternoon, for three years and had lots of cheery “Hi’s” from students, parents and teachers as they strode into school. 
Khalaf has another professional life: she is a PhD student at Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM) studying communications and cinema. The 
police are currently looking to hire on-call crossing guards. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience with 

Arevco Lighting in Westmount 
In-home service • Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 514-582-3906
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DISCOVER THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS PENTHOUSE PROJECT IN MONTREAL

 Units located between the 30th and 38th floor.

 Spaces from 1,200 sq. ft. to 9,000 sq. ft.

 Breathtaking 360° views of downtown Montreal, the mountain, 
the river and Westmount.

You can now go all the way to the top & see the views for yourself.

Delivery Summer 2022. Sales pavillon now open.

1.855.364.6167 • 1111ATWATER.COM

EXCLUSIVE LIFE 
AT THE TOP

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec is Independently Owned And Operated. Real estate agency



Date Night in the Dining Room 

As dining rooms are transformed into 
offices and home-schooling areas, this 
fundraising eve celebrated a return to the 
original concept: a place to enjoy a deli-
cious meal. 

Date Night in the Dining Room, in part-
nership with Nora Gray restaurant, was 
just that. It was held virtually to raise funds 
for the Batshaw Foundation. 

Super organizers were Laura Lavy and 
local res Tina and Wendy Khan. What fun 
to shed sweatshirts and celebrate chic, to 
sup in style and mangiare con eleganza. 

A delicious Italian meal for two or four 
was created by Nora Gray. 

There was no Zoom component but 
über-dedicated board members hand-de-
livered the dinners. (Bravo to such com-
mitment.) 

The menu included Porcini arancini 
with Fontina béchamel, a colourful spring 
salad of fennel, carrots and hazelnuts, and 
Bolognese lasagna or Conchiglie Cacio e 
Pepe. 

The hit dessert was a classic Italian olive 

oil cake with homemade mascarpone 
icing. A bottle of organic private import red 
wine was included in the ticket price of 
$170 for 2, or $230 for four people. 

The idea was so popular that the Jaris-
lowsky Fraser-sponsored evening was sold 
out in less than a week. The ticket price in-
cluded a donation to the Batshaw Founda-
tion. 

The $8,000 raised  will help support the 
organization’s seven pillar programs: 
family emergency fund, scholarships, 
Camp Weredale, technology (new addition 
due to COVID), independent living, 
specialized services and cooking work-
shops. 

Batshaw centres are constantly adjust-
ing to the new COVID measures, any poss-
ible outbreaks, while managing the safety 
and well-being of children in residential 
and foster programs. 

The success of the event was driven by 
Batshaw Foundation’s president Janet 
Faith and executive director Michael Udy, 
working with ‘delivery-service’ board 
members Alison Breen, Alison Fripp, An-
drew Sofin, Carol Kimmis, Dave Brown, 
Erin O’Brien, Laura Lavy, Sonia Struthers, 
Tina Khan and Trevor Bishop.

September 7, 2021– WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 33

  

A D
eB

 

ertho Oke Nd LinmoiaD
elfssoe Your

 

in Platinum
with 2 trillion cut diamonds 0.80cts

Beautifully Bright 5.00cts Emerald Cut Diamond  

A SP

P

esce2195 Cr

 

Y  S I N CT E  J E W E L L E RS I O N A

migiani FlPar·Patek Philippe

eet · 514.848.0595 · Kauent Str

 

C E  1 9 5 4

eurier

fmanndeSuisse.ca

 

Social Notes 

Veronica Readgrave

Laura Lavy and Wendy Khan.
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Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

Miller puts the icing on the VAC’s 75th anniversary 

By Heather Black 

A mural – created with loops of piped 
icing – signals the Visual Art Centre 75th 
anniversary. Assembled the morning of 
September 3 on the centre’s Somerville 
Ave. wall by Montreal artist Shelley Miller, 
the mural is made of sugar – piped icing, 
sugar tiles and a sugar-based cartouche. 
Commenting on her medium, the artist 
said: “Sugar has a rich, cross-cultural his-
tory and I like its ornate, decadent and 
ephemeral nature.” 

Although installed last Friday, Miller 

will help participants at upcoming pop-up 
workshops to pipe additional decorative el-
ements into the mural. Executive director 
Natasha Reid commented: “We wanted to 
celebrate visually through a festive, partici-
patory activity.” 

The first of the VAC’s 75th anniversary 
events, Miller’s mural is co-sponsored by 
the Conseil des arts de Montréal’s Art Out 
in the Open program. 

To celebrate its 75th anniversary, the Vis-
ual Arts Centre has also published a history 
entitled Clay Roots. Authored by former 
executive director Victoria LeBlanc, the 

book details the centre’s evolution from the 
Potters’ Club – a women’s ceramic art col-
lective – to Canada’s largest bilingual, in-
dependent art school. The book launch 
takes place at 6 pm on September 9 at the 
McClure Gallery. 

Following the book launch, the ex-
hibition/auction Clay Roots will begin at 7 
pm. As the Visual Arts Centre’s major 
fundraiser, the auction continues until Sep-
tember 15. Other donated works are also 
available online. 

Tickets for the auction are $35 and are 
available through Bid Beacon.

Artist Shelley Miller assembling the icing mural on September 3.
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Ville-Marie MLS — 2495887 7

PRIME
LOCATION

Located in the heart of the prestigious Golden Square Mile, steps from the 
Museum of Fine Arts, is this magnifi cent townhouse with its most unique 
and spacious fl oor plan. This property combines the luxury of a home with 
the urban life of downtown living.

Ahuntsic-
Cartierville

MLS — 13113134

PRIME
LOCATION

First time on the market, this detached property built in 2016 by well-
known Designers is an architectural gem. It off ers beautiful volumes 
and the highest quality materials for the most distinguished buyer.

Marie Sicotte

+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Real Estate Broker

NEW

NEW

3+2
Bedrooms

3+1
Bathrooms

2
Garage

3
Bedrooms

2+2
Bathrooms

5
Garage
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