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Two venues return, unrelated to COVID
City’s winter ‘playground’
approved for rink, toboggan hill

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

What might be called the city’s “winter
playground” is returning for a third year
as city council approved two separate
contracts October 11 for a refrigerated rink
in Westmount Park and a formal toboggan
run at King George (Murray) Park.

Rink installation began November 1.

So popular that ...

These two attractions proved so popular
for the winters of 2020-2021 and 2021-2022
that this year’s contracts were quickly
adopted so work to create them could take
place soon as possible. They had been initi-
ated previously to provide additional out-
door activities during COVID closures of
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municipal buildings and increasingly un-
certain weather.

The refrigerated rink is a “clear sign” of
climate change now that the season for the
city’s many outdoor rinks has become pro-
gressively shortened by rain and warmer
temperatures, Mayor Christina Smith said.

“This is what this contract is all about,”
she said. “It’s a highly used rink in West-
mount Park” that is reserved for general
skating as opposed to hockey and usually
installed in November.

One conforming bid

The only conforming bid for the rink
came from Synerglace Canada for a maxi-

Wang family wins pumpkin-decorating contest
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Family winners of the city’s pumpkin decorating contest Guangiao Wang, right, with his mother

mum of $98,521 including Haichao Sha at the city's Scooby Doo-themed Hallowe'en party. See p. 8 for st

: . aichao aa € CIty’'s SCooby Doo-theme alloween party. see p. or story.
tax CIedltS. continued on p-1 PHOTO COURTESY OF WESTMOUNT PUBLIC LIBRARY.
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Villa Ste-Marcelline update
Family of student commits to buy school’s
building with goal of keeping school open
See p.7

Don’t Miss It
Artisans Westmount

Saturday & Sunday, November 12 & 13
10:30 am to 5 pm — Victoria Hall
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Susan Lloyd (Leduc)

Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker

SLLOYDLEDUC@SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA
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JosephMontanaro.com | 514.660.3050

3261 Av. Cedar, Westmount | $ 25,000,000 RE/MAX ACTION | Agence immobiliere
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Courtier Immobilier | B.Arch | Real Estate Broker
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CALL FOR A PRIVATE, CONFIDENTIAL MEETING
TO DISCUSS YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS ,‘

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: JOSHUA FAGAN, JEANNE SALARI, JENNIFER RADOWITZ, ROCHELLE CANTOR, LORI SCHWARTZ, JAMES REITELMAN, DOMINIQUE LACHANCE-STONE

INTRODUCING | $1,495,000 OPTIMIZED PRICE | $935,000 INTRODUCING | $875,000 OPTIMIZED PRICE | $1,295,000
33 Av. Thornhill, Westmount 436 Av. Grosvenor, Westmount 4660 Av. Bonavista #302, Westmount Ad;. 4564 Av. de Kensington, NDG
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Westmount. | $3,150,000 Westmount. | $2,795,000 Westmount Adj. | $3,190,000 Westmount Adj. | $1,195,000
520 Av. Argyle 613 Av. Victoria 3200 Av. Cedar 3054 Le Boulevard

e

Westmount. | $1,395,000 Westmount Adj. | $850,000 Golden Square Mile | $1,695,000 Golden Square Mile | $650,000
418 Av. Grosvenor 4139 Rue Blueridge Crescent 3430 Rue Peel #3B 3538 Ch. de la Cote-des-Neiges

Rochelle Cantor

Real E Broker & Advi Pri Office | Top 10 in Canad ~ ®
008 5758 | ool o Bearea s oo 101 Ganada ENGEL&VOLKERS
 flo]in]v]e] ROCHELLE CANTOR & CIE.

©2022 Engel & Vélkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. If your property is already listed, please disregard this ad.
Real estate broker, real estate agency, Engel & Vélkers Montréal / Québec
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Public Security cracks down on safety

before onset of winter

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

As a rush is under way to finish up resi-
dential and road construction projects be-
fore the onset of winter, the city has been
paying special attention to pedestrian
safety, Public Security director Greg
McBain said last week.

“Maybe it’s a catch-up after the COVID
years,” he suggested, in explaining the
need to concentrate on permit violations
in conjunction with the city’s Engineering
department.

An example of contractors violating
requirements for occupying the public do-
main or failing to obtain a permit at all
came October 25. This report was for a
truck delivering construction material on
Aberdeen at 2:52 pm described as “totally
obstructing the sidewalk and southbound
traffic.” A ticket for $1,308 was issued.

Dog owner ticketted for
allowing dog off leash
to play Frisbee

A Westmount dog owner was issued a
ticket October 28 for allowing his dog to
go off leash at the Westmount Athletic
Grounds (WAG), according to Public Se-
curity officials.

The dog was noticed at 5:13 pm when
it came out of the dog run and went onto
the playing field to play with a Frisbee.
When patrollers asked the owner if he had
ever been warned about the leash regula-
tion, he reported he had not. After being
identified by his driver’s licence, however,
it turned out that he had been in 2018 at
King George (Murray) Park. A ticket was
therefore issued for $227.

Cleaner locked out,
rescued from balcony

A woman described as a cleaning per-
son was locked out on the second-floor

balcony of a home on Olivier November 2,
Public Security officials said. She had left
keys and a phone inside and all windows
were also found locked.

When efforts to contact the home
owner were unsuccessful, a call was made
to Public Security at 9:55 am and fire-
fighters were called. They raised a small
ladder to help the woman. A neighbour of-
fered to shelter her.

WHS student breaks wrist

A 14-year-old student at Westmount
High was reported to have broken a wrist
while walking and falling on the street out-
side 4506 St. Catherine, according to Public
Security officials. The boy was accompanied
by a friend who called for help at 3:50 pm.

When public safety officers arrived, they
diagnosed a broken wrist, treated it with
ice and immobilized it. With help from his
friend, the victim contacted his father who
picked him up so Urgences Santé was not
required.

Confused man may be
added to city’s registry of
vulnerable persons

When a call to Public Security October
29 was received for a possibly confused and
disoriented man at Sherbrooke and Clarke
around 4 pm, patrollers located him at Céte
St. Antoine and Clarke heading west. He
was reported to be asking passers-by for
the way home, department officials said.

Asked where he was coming from and
going to, he replied “over there.” Con-
cerned about him, the information was
given to Urgences Santé. While awaiting
assistance, however, a woman came to
meet him, telling officers he had left his
residence. He was identified as aged 90.

It was suggested that he be entered on
Public Security’s registry of vulnerable per-
sons.
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Specialists in
wood windows
and doors!

E FREE ESTIMATE
514 486-4635

Sylvie

Imagine the view: water, water, water!

Little known quiet cr‘escent dlr‘ectly on the Canal and the park |ust down the hill from Lansdowne
Avenue. Corner unit, drenched in beautiful, natural sunlight. Garage!

Call me today!

$762,000

Your Search Ends Here!
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Lafre n Ie re sylvielafreniere.com/youtube @3
914 895-7001

sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com
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1225 Greene Ave, Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4
u ﬂﬂ 514 933-6781

Y Anne-Marie
Larve

514 862-7718 514 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
Jfor you!

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com
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B. 934-1818
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MILLWORK

LES INDUSTRIES

1977
Distributor of Lepage MillWO™

des portes et fenétres Lepage Miy
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MARTIN

INDUSTRIES

You'll love what we can do for your home!

Martinlndustries. ca

Showroom 8178 Montview (corner Royalmount)

Licence RBQ 8004-6519-58
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KAUFMAN GROUP

514.379.1333

When we started Kaufman Group, our dream was
to develop a space where everyone would work
together as a family. Our intention was to create
something better, not only for our team but for
the clients we serve each day.

HIGHEST SALE EVER IN QUEBEC*
HIGHEST SALE EVER IN WESTMOUNT"
HIGHEST SALE EVER IN HAMPSTEAD"

Record Breaking,
World Renowned.

SCAN HERE FOR MORE INFO

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Québec

KAUFMANGROUP.CA

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK

Alfee Kaufman, Real Estate Broker

Lindsay Hart, Real Estate Broker

Liza Kaufman, Certified Real Estate Broker
Andrew Hops, Residential Real Estate Broker

sothebysrealty.ca
Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.
*As per Centris
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INTRODUCING

HAMPSTEAD $5,980,000
BEDS: 5 BATHS: 4+1 | MLS 18167341

Architectural masterpiece on a 9,000 ft? lot in the
heart of Old Hampstead. 2 car garage and pool.

INTRODUCING

WESTMOUNT

$1,850,000
BEDS: 3 BATHS: 2+1 | MLS 16653505

Renovated, bright and spacious townhome ideally
located in the heart of Victoria Village.

NEW PRICE

WESTMOUNT $ 5,995,000
BEDS: 3 BATHS: 3+1 | MLS 12018911

Iconic Upper Westmount home boasting sweeping
views of the city from all floors, 2 car garage and pool.

WESTMOUNT $3,898,000/$14,000™
BEDS: 5 BATHS: 3+1 | MLS 9080798

Grand & elegant detached 3 storey home steps to
Greene avenue with 2 car garage.

OVER

$ 2 BILLION

TOTAL SALES VOLUME
Since 2008

INTRODUCING

HAMPSTEAD $2,095,000
BEDS: 6 BATHS: 4+1 | MLS 22118669

Located in the heart of old Hampstead, this renovated
detached stone family home sits on a large corner lot.

= n-—-‘- L3 L
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

$ 35,000,000
BEDS: 12 BATHS: 8+4 | MLS 27385401

J.W McConnell's former residence sited on nearly
two acres in the heart of the Golden Square Mile.

BEACONSFIELD
BEDS: 5 BATHS: 6+1

$5,890,000
MLS 20842112

Award-winning custom built home situated on a
spectacular 21,000 ft2 waterfront lot.

WESTMOUNT
BEDS: 7 BATHS: 4+1

Impeccably renovated pristine family home with
double garage and amazing views.

$2,895,000
MLS 26999345

OVER

118 BILLION

TOTAL WEB VIEWS

Across all network sites

INTRODUCING

il s d
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE $1,995,000
BEDS: 3+1 BATHS: 3+1 | MLS 17385376

Lovely townhouse located in the prestigious Carré
du Musée. Private enclosed garden and 1 parking.

VILLE-MARIE
BEDS: 6 BATHS: 5+2

$9,250,000
MLS 22951732

Majestic stone mansion built in 1928 by renowned
architect Percy Nobbs with pool.

VILLE-MARIE $4,995,000
BEDS: 5 BATHS: 4+1 | MLS 10323771

Beautifully renovated, located on one of Westmount/
Ville-Marie's most highly coveted streets.

WESTMOUNT $2,395,000
BEDS: 4 BATHS: 2+2 | MLS 15870089

Large turn-of-the-century semi-detached house
located just steps from parks and Victoria Village.

100%

DEDICATED TO YOU

INTRODUCING

. L5
WESTMOUNT $1,895,000
BEDS: 3 BATHS: 3+1 | MLS 13738302

Renovated semi-detached residence located in
Victoria Village.

NEW PRICE

WESTMOUNT $7,500,000
BEDS: 7 BATHS: 6 | MLS 17554683

Turn-of-the-century mansion sits majestically across
the iconic Murray Hill Park. 4 car garage and pool.

—
MANOIR BELMONT $3,975,000/$15,000™

BEDS: 3 BATHS: 2+1 | MLS 9010525

3,500+ ft? renovated modern masterpiece boasts
thoughtfully conceived living spaces at every turn.

NEW PRICE

L

WESTMOUNT
BEDS: 3 BATHS: 3+1

$2,025,000
MLS 14507740

Beautiful home located on one of Westmount's
most coveted streets on the flats.

Sotheby’s | Québec

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

How NOT TO GATHER LEAVES

This morning [November 1], I saw a
huge tractor removing leaves on de Mai-
sonneuve (see photos at left). The tractor
gorged out a cement section as the ma-
chinery is not appropriate for the task.
When I mentioned this to a passer-by, she
told me that this particular worker had al-
ready gorged out three other sections be-
fore this particular one.

Furthermore, the worker left half the
gathered leaves on the side of the road.

Out tax dollars not at work.

MARILYN COOOPERMAN,
DE MAISONNEUVE BrLvD.

EXCITING PLAY STRUCTURE

[In reply to letter “Boring play struc-
ture,” October 18, p. 6] = Who says this play
structure isn’t being used? During an after-
noon walk, what a delight to see West-
mount’s children at play (see photo at
right), including in this picture of one al-
most in and one waiting (not shown).

LEONARD KANTOR,
DE MAISONNEUVE BLvD.

RAKING CREATIVELY
PLEASURABLE

Opening to p. 8 of this week’s Indepen-
dent (November 1), it was a pleasure to read
three readers’ letters on leaf-blowers in
Westmount. The one that first caught my
eye was John Stix’s “In praise of rakes and
raking.”

Being a simple, elegant tool as he effec-

. WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT |

We are Westmount
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tively describes it, why is it hardly seen in
Westmount? It is quiet and slow in its ef-
fectiveness but the user is rewarded with
positive health benefits and the additional
time it requires to rake leaves can be so cre-
atively pleasurable that the raker will look
forward to the next leaf fall.

[ wish to point out that apart from the
noise and pollution of electric and gaso-
line-powered leaf-blowers extensively used
in Westmount, they do not only blow
leaves for collection.

They also effectively blow dust into the
air to be carried far and wide by the wind.
And there are very strong winds in our fall
season.

And the dust blown into the lungs of
passing-by residents may contain: a) carci-
nogenic traffic dust, b) dried bird, squirrel,
dog, and other animal droppings, c) dried
spittle and phlegm from coughs that may
contain viruses.

Besides my letter, I would hope that
Westmount’s health department would
also read John Stix’s letter on the “simple
and elegant rake.” And, take a piercing look
into fall’s leaf-blowing machines used in
Westmount.

T

STEPHEN CHIN, SHERBROOKE ST.

400 MOUNT PLEASANT
ALREADY DISRUPTIVE

A response to Mr. Adler’s letter to the
editor on November 1 (p. 9):

With all due respect, I do not believe
that Mr. Adler’s letter in the Independent
accurately reflects the experience of the
neighbours living in the vicinity. Far from

moving in quietly as he claims, the dis-
ruptions and inconvenience created by a
constant stream of workers has continued
for quite some time.

There seems to be a flagrant disregard
for the flow of traffic with both the side-
walk, the road and the laneway often being
blocked.

The by-law modifications also include
issues of concern such as allowing for a
commercial parking lot on the property
and altering the permitted types and uses
of the building. As it stands, there are fre-
quently multiple cars parked on the prop-
erty often obstructing common access to
the street. In addition, the street itself be-
comes blocked by cars being washed and
equipment such as bikes using the road as
if it were private property.

The garden to which he refers as being
an unkempt eyesore was actually a beauti-
ful space with multiple floral species that
seemed to be maintained lovingly by the
family of the previous owner. It has now
been grassed over.

I do not think that it is fair to accuse Mr.
Cummings of misrepresentation. His con-
cerns accurately reflect the discontent of
many of the neighbours who are impacted
by what has gone on and what is likely to
continue to happen.

The city has made the process of chal-
lenging this by-law modification quite dif-
ficult. It seems to me that the benefit of
one individual and his commercial inter-
ests does not present a convincing impera-
tive to disrupt the lives of many other resi-
dents.

We have obtained the needed signatures
to open a registry, attended town council
meetings to express discontent and ob-
tained 108 signatures to open this referen-
dum.

I would urge the city of Westmount to
respect the concerns of its residents.

Jurius ERDSTEIN, MOUNT PLEASANT AVE.

THE KEY TO A FINE MEMORY

In the recent issue of the Independent
(p. 3), you wrote about lost keys being held
at Police Station 12.

That reminded me of a situation that
occurred about five years ago when, while
walking my dog Max, I somehow dropped/
lost my keys in the snow. I called Public
Security to report it and mentioned that
the keys were on a purple key ring.

About three hours later, a public secur-
ity officer was at my door with my keys. He
told me that someone had found them and
had brought them to city hall and someone
from there called Public Security!

Most definitely a fine memory.

SaM BEITEL, ABBOTT AVE.
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Family

of Ste-Marcelline student

commits to purchasing building

By JENNIFER BALL

It was just disclosed that the family of a
student at Villa Ste-Marcelline has pur-
chased the land and the building with the
goal of keeping the school open. Ninon St.
Pierre, director general of the school told
parents and students at the end of the week
of October 24, writing in French: “.we
hope that the sale will be official within the
next 90 days,”

To be split off from other buildings

The Congrégation des Soeurs de Sainte
Marcelline owns the school’s building at
815 Upper Belmont, but the school itself
is a separate entity. The congregation had
announced its intention not to renew the
school’s lease for the next school year, cit-
ing the cost of maintaining the building
(see “Villa Sainte-Marcelline may close
given $12-16M cost of renovations,” Oc-
tober 18, p. 12).

Victoria Hall’s boiler room,
Phase 2, okayed at $1.6 M

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

City council October 19 approved a
tender bid to undertake Phase 2 of the
renovation to Victoria Hall’s boiler room.
This is to split off its mechanical oper-
ations from the old section of the library
as well as the greenhouses in order to en-
able each building to be independent of
the other.

This was described at the start of Phase
1 last year as being important especially
since Victoria Hall is the city’s “official se-
cure emergency shelter,” city officials told
the Independent at the time.

The work on Phase 2 was awarded to

Mechanication Inc. described as being the
lowest conforming bid at a maximum of
$1,533,750 including taxes. This is the
same firm that began the Phase 1 work in
2021 after winning that contract with a bid
of $789,692, including tax credits (see story
June 22, 2021, p. 6).

At that time the work on Victoria Hall
was explained as including inspection of
the aging piping, and electrical systems in
preparation for the Phase 2 work to replace
the heating, plumbing and other structural
elements.

Work on the library’s project to install
two electrical boilers has been taking place
in an amount of $378,268.

New house deviates from approved plans
City council denies permit request

re: garage door

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

City council October 11 refused to grant
a request concerning the construction of
the new house at 181 Edgehill that was in-
itially approved September 4, 2018. That is
when a garage facing the street had shown
a door of a “single format” at 10 feet wide,
according to the council resolution.

After installation, at a “derogatory width
0f17.6 feet,” it is described as exceeding the
dimensions as prepared and submitted by
the owner’s architects, one of several
“whereas” reasons listed.

Also included was one referring to an
unfavourable recommendation from the

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve the
right to choose and edit them. Please limit
to 300 words and submit before Friday
10 am to be considered for publication
the following week.

Eemail us at:
editor@westmountindependent.com

city’s Planning Advisory Committee (PAC)
at a PAC meeting of September 13, 2022.

The PAC recommendation was based
on the city’s Site Planning and Integration
By-law 1305 (5.2.9 on garages in new con-
struction) stating that garages should be
located and designed in such a way as to
reduce their visibility from the street and
their impact on existing buildings and that
the garage entrance should not be an im-
portant element of the facade facing the
street.

Correction
Boulos represented
Maccarone; Parent a PSO

Contrary to what we wrote last week (p.
21), political attaché Sophie Boulos repre-
sented provincial legislator Jennifer Mac-
carone at Contactivity’s 50th birthday party
at Selwyn House School and Marie-Eve
Parent is a Westmount public security of-
ficer (PSO). — DP.

Seeking lower tax rates

Council supports tax exemption requests
for Y, Centre Greene

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Two more community organizations —
Centre Greene and the YMCA - received
city support last month for renewing their
tax exemption status from the Quebec Mu-
nicipal Commission.

This follows a similar request in Febru-
ary from the Atwater Library and Com-
puter Centre.

A nine-year periodic review of the re-
quest from the Centre Greene community
centre had been previously submitted June
25,2013, according to a council resolution
October 19 with respect to the land and
building at 1090 Greene.

After analysis and investigation, “the
council indicates that the organization still

meets the conditions required to confirm
such status,” it explains.

At the previous meeting October 11, a
similar resolution was also moved by
Councillor Antonio D’Amico (as commis-
sioner of finance) for the YMCAs of Que-
bec — Westmount at 4585 Sherbrooke.”

As D’Amico explained back on February
7 in support of a similar request from the
Atwater Library that even though such or-
ganizations may hold tax exemption status,
they are still bound to pay compensation
to the city. This is established according to
the non-taxable value of the property en-
tered on the real estate roll and at a lower
rate compared with the tax rate on the
single-family dwelling (see story February
22,p. 3).

S

PHOTOS: INDEPENDENT.
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Scooby Doo event sold-out at Vic Hall
Library announces prize winners after receiving 120 decorated pumpkins

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A Hallowe'en Scooby Doo event held by
the children’s department at the West-
mount Public Library October 29 at Vic-
toria Hall was “completely sold out,” accord-
ing to children’s librarian Wendy Wayling.

The 170 who attended included children,
some parents, and 10 teenaged volunteers,
she said. “We also had a waiting list of 50.”

The 120 decorated pumpkins submitted
in advance were exchanged for entrance
tickets. This was a long-standing tradition
for which prizes were awarded at the Hal-
lowe’en event, which this year was the
Scooby Doo Party. During the two pan-
demic years, an event was held on Zoom
for 2020 while last year’s 2021 event was
an outdoor scavenger hunt.

This time, eight prizes listed for first-
and second-place winners were awarded
in three age categories plus a family sub-
mission, as follows:

5-6 years

#1: Romy Hayes

#2: Julio Rivera

7-8 years

#1: Luca Falsiroli

#2: Haseon Son

9-12 years

#1: Meftaha Slaoui
#2: Carolina Mendez
Families

#1: Wang family (see p. 1 for photo)
#2: Chung family.
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Music influenced

Wow! Another great MMFA show.
Super celebrity artist Jean-Michel Basquiat
is featured in the exciting new exhibition
at the Museum of Fine Arts. Seeing Loud —
Basquiat and Music reveals how his art was
complemented by his friendships and col-
laborations with musicians. (He owned
over 3,000 records.)

sy
W N

 MAFHTINR o

SUGAR

=10

Jean-Michel Basquiat. A Panel of Experts, 1982.

MMPFA. GIFT OF IRA YOUNG. © ESTATE OF JEAN-MICHEL BASQUIAT.

LICENSED BY ARTESTAR, NEW YORK. PHOTO:
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Basquiat

His meteoric rise was during the late
1970s and 1980s in New York when his art
quickly caught the eye of cognoscenti.
Today his work sells for up to US$100 mil-
lion. Links between his paintings and
music are carried out by MMFA events and
concerts. The exhibition was curated by
Westmounter Mary-Dailey Desmarais,
chief curator MMFA and
Musée de la Musique — Phil-
harmonie de Paris guest cu-
rators Vincent Bussiéres and
Dieter Buchhart. The show is
the first time ever to focus on
the role of music in Bas-
quiat’s artistic practice. An
American born to Haitian
and Puerto Rican parents, he
addressed black identity and
referenced the wild streets of
New York during a moment
of cultural explosion. A must-
see — many times. Check the
MMFA website for affiliated
events such as films and con-
certs.

M Montreal Museum
of Fine Arts
Mbamtl.qc.ca

Until February 19, 2023
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Bunny E%erke

B ROKER

OLD MONTREAL
221 ST. JACQUES #1501

Extremely well located 2 bedroom condo with
office & large den, 2 indoor parking spots, 2 full
bathrooms; the primary bathroom won a “prix
d'excellence” in 2015. Open kitchen with wine fridge
& pullout shelving. Natural light & sunlight all day.
Breathtaking views. Rooftop terrace
with pool & BBQ. MLS 26057255

PROFUSION

IMMOBILIER

R E AL ESTATE

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928

PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

EEr

$2,088,000

CHRISTIE’S —
INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE tLl I._lﬁ.*r'
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Social Notes

VERONICA REDGRAVE

As we were so close to deadline, last
week I didn’t do justice to the wonderful
event marking the 50th anniversary of the
Contactivity seniors’ centre located at West-
mount Park United Church. So, gentle
reader, here are a few more details.

The brunch, hosted at Selwyn House
School, (a frequent partner of Contactivity),
attracted 100 guests, mostly Contactivity
members and volunteers.

The office of local provincial legislator
Jennifer Maccarone was represented by
Sophie Boulos. Contactivity board mem-
bers attending were Tony Wait, Helene
McCormack, Bonnie Sandler, Kitty Lacken-
bauer, Maureen Kiely, Sandra Baines,
Kathy Hewitt and Joyce Blond.

Contactivity staff present were Emily
Rill (program coordinator), Dora Knez,
Barbara Savada, Janice Parnell, Noemi
Stafford and Elana Schwartz.

Noted also were Matt Aronson, city coun-
cillor, and Gilles Sirois, community organ-
izer with CIUSSS West Central Montreal.

Guests were welcomed by Michael
Downey, Selwyn headmaster, followed by

Contactlwty at 50,

Part Il

Mary Stark

a welcome from Benita Goldin, Contactiv-
ity executive director.

Tony Wait talked about the history of
Contactivity and presented former execu-
tive director Mary Stark with a special cer-
tificate honouring her 25 years in that posi-
tion.

Wilma Goodman-Lo talked about how
she enjoyed being a member; how the
centre keeps her engaged in the commu-
nity and current on technology, and what

LAMBERT

ROOFING CHIMNEY & FIREPLACE SPECIALISTS

Enhance the beauty and value of
your home with an elegant fireplace

jl,.fi.f.}\‘

www.foyerlambert.com

9631 rue Clement, Lasalle, H8R 4B4

\X/llma Goodman-Lo

fun it was to be involved in the intergener-

ational visiting program with Selwyn.
Along with Selwyn community mem-

bers helping out were students Jack Sun

Jack Sun and Platon Kotkovskyy.

and Platon Kotkovskyy and Courtny Prieur,
director experiential learning. An interest-
ing video was presented and can be viewed
at Contactivitycentre.org.

RMR Museum presents
‘Westmount at War’

The Royal Montreal Regiment Museum
is presenting an exhibition in time for Re-
membrance Day that focuses on the con-
tribution of Westmount residents to Cana-
da’s war efforts from World War I to the
present.

It opened November 3 and will continue
until Sunday, November 13 at the Royal
Montreal Regiment Armoury on St. Cath-
erine St., located just east of the West-
mount recreation centre. There is also an
online component.

The physical exhibition features eight
bilingual interpretive panels reflecting
Westmount’s eight electoral districts and
historical artifacts, including miliary equip-
ment, home-front items such as ration
books and propaganda posters, and pho-
tographs.

The online exhibition features an inter-
active map (map.rmrmuseum.com/) that
allows visitors to explore the military his-
tory hidden in Westmount, including sol-
diers’ homes and historical monuments.

“This Remembrance Day, we are look-
ing back at our local history,” Colin Robin-
son, former commanding officer of the
RMR is quoted as saying in a press release
for the exhibition. “The RMR was founded
in 1914, at the outbreak of World War I, and
has been based on St. Catherine St. in
Westmount ever since. For more than a
century, Westmount residents have made
a major contribution to our regiment and
all branches of the armed forces. This year,

we honour the service and sacrifice of all
veterans, with a special focus on the long-
standing special relationship between
Westmount and the RMR. We invite
citizens, educators and students to visit us.
Lest we forget.”

The exhibition is open from 10 am to 6
pm weekdays and from noon to 4 pm on
weekends. Admission is free.

N
Comin’ Up

Tuesday, November 15

Women’s Canadian Club of Mon-
treal presents former NDP leader
Tom Mulcair on “Current Events in
Canada and Quebec Politics.” $15 or
annual membership for $60. Vic-
toria Hall and remotely (www.
wccmontreal.org). 12:30 pm.

Saturday, November 19

Treats & Treasures Craft Sale &
Bazaar. Free entry. Centre Greene,
1090 Greene Ave. 10 am to 4 pm.

Ongoing

‘Westmount at War. Free. RMR
Museum, armory at 4625 St. Cather-
ine St. Weekdays: 10 am to 6 pm.
Weekends: noon to 4 pm. Until Sun-
day, November 13.

\- /
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Top left, Mila had finished her online schooling
by 10 am January 14 earlier this year and by lunch-
time she was out enjoying the park with her dad,
Jhonny Dandy. Mila, a fan of Skywalker, attends
the International School and the family loves
coming to Westmount from NDG.

Top right, snowboarder Trey Holder takes a giant
leap off one of the two large snow bumps in the
King George (Murray) snow park on January 27
earlier this year.

Bottom, Elsa Tsokanos (front) and her brother
Monty blasted off down the toboggan run at
Murray Park January 4 early this year. At the time,
they had two weeks of home schooling to look
forward to, so a bit of fresh air and fun was to
help them weather the storm. It was hard, said
their mum at the time, having to sit in front of
the computer and maintain their concentration
and attention for full school days.

PHOTOS: RALPH THOMPSON.

Coiffure Jean John

4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount
514-486-6261

Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children

Winter is coming, cont'd from p. 1

The installation and maintenance of
the formal toboggan run was awarded to
Sno Innovation, again the only conform-
ing bidder, asking a maximum of
$1,235,000 with taxes for the winter of
2022-2023.

The man-made snow was blown on
the hill during December for last winter
(see story September 28, 2020, p. 1).

RI3

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Wil
ni
l"|'|21|lli“""“ [

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!

REFERRED FOR A REASON!!

Z OURIK:-

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Hand wash & repairs
of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS
WITH OUTSTANDING
SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP
FOR 35+ YEARS!

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com
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Hallowe’en on ice at WRC
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The Westmount recreation centre got a little
spooky October 30, with loud music, colour-
ful lights, ghosts, goblins and ghouls swish-
ing around the ice. By 1:30 pm, there were
children galore with parents in tow. A couple
of not-so-scary witches with big smiles aka
Emily Gamble and Mélissa Denis from West-
mount’s Community Events division were
serving up hot chocolate and candies, and
WRC staff including Andrew Maislin, WRC
operations manager, dressed in a hazmat
suit, were keeping an eye on safety on the
ice. At right, long-time Westmounters the
Smirnovs were enjoying family fun on the ice.
Dad Konstantin (left), 2-year-old Vera, 5-year-
old twins Clara and Ella, and mum Nancy
with 5-month-old Lila. protos: RaeH THomeson.

N T,

Remembrance Day is
Friday, November 11th

For those who believe that
Remembrance Day
should be observed at
the eleventh hour of
the eleventh day of
the eleventh month,
there will be an
unofficial gathering
at 11 a.m. at the
Westmount Cenotaph
on Friday, November 11th.

All are welcome.

Catherine Duff Caron
de Maisonneuve Blvd. W.
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Salvatore Mastantuono.
Ventes & Services/sales & services.

Serrures de securite/security
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY.
Boites aux lettres/mall boxes
Residential ® Commercial ® Industrial

Open for service, curbside pickup

Visit our website!
www.bicyclesmcw.com

§ 514 952-8891 (=)

6010 Sherbrooke W
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Diggers and Weeders Garden Club give out awards for their 90th anniversary

By JENNIFER BALL

To celebrate its 90th anniversary,
the Diggers and Weeders Garden
Club offered three $500 awards ear-
lier this year to develop or enhance
community-focused gardens. When
they reviewed the entries, it was too
difficult for the club to pick just three
so they added a fourth award.

Representatives from three out of
four of the winning garden projects
were able to personally accept their
awards at a ceremony held at the Uni-

tarian Church of Montreal, on de Mai- Left, Anne Williams accepting the award

gardens in Montreal when the awards
were handed out.

“We had to recognize their efforts,”
Katie Kinnear said “it just touched
our hearts.”

Kinnear is a past president and
current president Lori Baird was by
her side to answer questions.

What swayed judges was the com-
munity effort put into the projects.
“They were growing the food for the
community and then they were serv-
ing dinner,” Baird stated. “The whole
idea of the awards was because it was

norary president Julie Dawson, our 90th birthday and we wanted to

sonneuve Blvd. at Claremont Ave., on Who has been a club member for 60 years. Fresia Saborio of St. George’s Anglican Church in Granby, Quebec. Kim- haye some kind of outreach, celebra-

October 13. In attendance were Kim-
berley John, Fresia Saborio and Anne
Williams.

The winners

John'’s initiative: permaculture Sainte-
Anne-de-Bellevue includes, as a long-term
goal, to revitalize unused public spaces and
to provide the community with local veg-
etables and herbs through urban perma-
culture farms.

Saborio’s habitat is at St. George’s Ang-
lican Church in Granby, Quebec. The pro-
ject consists of developing a community
garden for soup and aims to raise aware-

Manoir Westmount

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

8
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A great place to live, in'a perfect location,,

Very affordable all inclusive rates...

v All meals ¢ Medication distribution

v Daily tea v 24 hour security

v Daily housekeeping ¢ 24 hour nurse

v Personal Laundry ¢ Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc.

4646 Sherbrooke Street West 8%
Westmount, QC H3Z 278

For an appointment to view, please call

514,937,393

berley John accepting the award on behalf of permaculture Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue.

ness of food security among the people
who participate.

Williams’ patch is at the Philips Angli-
can Church, Montreal West where in 2019
they initiated a multi-year project to trans-
form most of their large lawn area into
gardens. The money from the award will
support a raised garden as a vertical spiral.
This unique shape allows the gardener
maximum use of space, and to plant both
sun- and shade-loving herbs in the same
bed of soil.

The Hemmingford collective garden
project is managed by Maude St-Hilaire,

n
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VINIAGE

MUSTS

ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.-602-1545

who was unable to attend the awards cer-
emony. First set up in 2014, its goal is to
sensitize, educate and train the youth of the
municipality with gardening techniques to
augment vegetable garden products.

St. George’s School wins too

The grade three class at St. George’s ele-
mentary school in Westmount, under the
leadership of teacher Erin Ryan, won the
special encouragement award. Students
learnt about the importance of commu-
nity-supported agriculture, and eating and
buying local. They were all at the botanical

1"-
i 4

Belgrave ¥ /

COUVREURS | ROOFING

FAMILY RUN
BUSINESS

SINCE
1967

ALL ROOF TYPES
& BRICKWORK

LR |

PHOTOS TAKEN ON OCTOBER 13. tory thing.”

“Our raison d’étre is to be a garden
club,” Baird said. She had earlier this year
spoken in depth with Heather Black of the
Independent (March 15, p. 22) on the club’s
achievements over the decades.

Since the time that the club had its first
public meeting in February 1933 at Victoria
Hall, Baird said that “things have evolved
but the underlying theme of community
has been very strong, as is the love of gar-
dening. Westmount is where its roots were
and now, we have people who are a little
further afield, but possibly a third of our
members are still Westmounters.”
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Serving Westmount since 1959
voyages

Westmount
“Travel is back”

“Call us and live your dreams”

345 Victoria Ave., Suite 301

514-552-1552
info@vcdtravel.com
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RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

Your legacy continues.
We salute you.

Harry Shapiro (1915 - 2006)
World War 11 Veteran (RCAF Wing Commander DFC & BAR)

In loving memory of our very own Wing Commander.
We remember you with admiration, love and appreciation.

Your success is our tradition for over 45 years. We understand
your wealth is about more than money so we put you and your
loved ones at the heart of our work. As long-standing members
of the Montreal community, The Shapiro Group is excited to
bring the best of RBC Dominion Securities to you.

The Shapiro Group of RBC Dominion Securities

Arthur Pervin, Ted Kalil, John Kalaydjian, Lillian Jasinski,
Samuel Yaffe, Maria Gentile, Jason Pinsky, Maria Astati,
Grace McDougald, Jack Kelly, Claudia Beattie and
Nicole Fortin-Salhani

Wealth Management
Dominion Securities

RBC Dominion Securities
4th Floor, 1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal, QC

RBCH

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is @ member
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ®Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 2022. All rights
reserved. 22_90328_1BW_008
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Remembering Jawaid Khan (1942-2022)
‘Khan Krew’ raises funds against pulmonary fibrosis

On a recent chilly day, the Westmount
Khan family joined others at Parc Angri-
gnon at an event raising funds for the
CPFF (Canadian Pulmonary Fibrosis
Foundation). The fun fall day was part of
September’s pulmonary fibrosis aware-
ness month.

The late Jawaid (“Waid”) Khan at a Han Gallery
event in 2018.

Sadly, just after the event Jawaid Khan
passed away from this disease. Walking for
the cause were his wife Sue and daughters
Nissa, Jenni, Tina and Wendy.

Amidst a crowd of supporters, the
“Khan Krew” was joined by local res Paul
Smerjian and family friend Jennifer

Police Report: Nasty trick on Hallowe’en

By MARTIN C. BARRY

While Hallowe'en nightwas relatively
trouble-free, police at Station 12 report that
the exception was an armed robbery inci-
dent in King George (Murray) Park.

Around 7 pm on October 31, two 14-
year-old boys who were out trick-or-treating
and were walking through the park
suddenly found themselves surrounded by
a group of 10 to 15 young male adults.

According to Station 12 spokesperson
Cst. Mike Yigit, the two teenaged West-
mounters were robbed by the mob of the
candy they had gathered door-to-door, as
well as their portable music devices.

“They got surrounded and one of the
suspects had a gun at his belt,” he said.
“And so, the two victims handed over their
candy bags and their ear pods.”

Pickpocket at Metro

Station 12 investigators are hoping that
security camera footage taken of a pick-
pocket incident at the Metro grocery store
on October 28 will help them identify and
track down the suspects.

Around noon, an elderly woman, about
80 years of age, was exiting the store with
her purchases, when one of the perpetra-
tors blocked her path with an empty groc-

ery cart.

“So, as this was going on, she tried to
go around, but he kept blocking her,” said
Cst. Yigit. “And as this was happening, a
second suspect came from behind and
went into her purse and removed her wal-
let” He said it was obvious the first suspect
was trying to stall the woman because
“when she tried to move around, he ad-
vanced to block her again. So, he was just
basically stalling her while the second sus-
pect came behind and went through her
purse.”

One of the suspects is described as a
while male, around 50 years old, with grey
hair. The second suspect was also around
50, but his hair was darker. They were said
to be of average weight and height.

Pimentel returns

Finally, according to Cst. Yigit, Station
12’s long-time community relations officer,
Cst. Adalbert Pimentel, is returning this
week to his regular duties as the station’s
principal media spokesperson after an ab-
sence of several months.

“He’s going to be coming back on light
duty,” said Yigit, noting that Pimentel will
initially be working at the Stanton St. sta-
tion one day a week. He had been on leave
of absence for a health-related issue.

Roszler.

Fundraising walks were held across the
country. The Khan team raised over
$10,000 — the second highest in Canada,
“due to the generosity of a great number
of Westmounters who knew our father,
though this was before he passed away,”

explained Wendy Khan.
Proceeds go to support patient care,
seminars and medical research. — VR

V The “Khan Krew”: sisters Tina, Nissa, mother
Sue, and sisters Wendy and Jenni.

Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle — without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS

Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

WESTMOUNT
7 "\
O
\ /|
For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Cote-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com
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Encan et tirage des Cédres
Cedars Auction and Raffle
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* Omega De Ville Ladymatic

" Co-Axial Chronometer 34 mm

— Valeur / Valu.e 37024 $
g (taxes incl.)
o 50 000 $ en prix
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$50,000 in money
to be won
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Mercredi le 14 décembre 2022

O‘gg GZ{)Z/M Wednesday, December 14, 2022
1170 PEEL, MONTREAL

(OUVERTURE DES PORTES A 18H00 | DOORS OPEN AT 6:00 PM
TIRAGE A 21H00 | DRAW AT 9:00 PM

FONDATION DU
Centre universitaire McGill University CANCER DES CEDRES
de santé McGill Health Centre CEDARS CANCER
FOUNDATION
RAC.J.# 432687-1

Falling snow follows fallen leaves

Billet / Ticket $200

COWLEY ABBOTT

CANADA’S ART AUCTIONEERS

MONTREAL PREVIEW OF
AN IMPORTANT PRIVATE COLLECTION
OF CANADIAN ART

J.W. Morrice, Neige, Canada (Snow, Canada)

Ozias Leduc, Nature morte au livre (Crépuscule de Michel-Ange)

Viewing
Le Mount Stephen, 1440 Drummond Street, Montreal QC H3G 1V9
Thursday, November 10th: 12noon - 5pm
Friday, November 11th: 11am - 5pm
Saturday, November 12th: 11am - 5pm

Schedule a Viewing
Contact us at 1-866-931-8415 or rsvp@cowleyabbott.ca

CowleyAbbott.ca

326 DUNDAS STREET WEST TORONTO ONTARIO
CONNECT@QCOWLEYABBOTT.CA 1.866.931.8415
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Even buildings need winter coats
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This existing building at St. Catherine and Prince Albert is being re Albert Square project, as seen October 20, left, and October 31. It has been a skeleton for some

p
time and the orange tarps were added between the time of these two photos, presumably to allow for winter work. PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.
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Ils ne vieilliront pas comme nous, qui leur avons survécu.
Ils ne connaitront jamais I'outrage ni le poids des années.

Quand viendra 'heure du crépuscule et celle de 'aurore,

e
Nous nous souviendrons deux. -
Nous nous souviendrons deux.
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They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. - = ——
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, —

We will remember them. “" B

We will remember them. -
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October was dyslexia awareness month

Profile of a Westmount educator: Marcy Scott

By JENNIFER BALL

Dyslexia affects 10 to 20 percent of the
population and Canada marked October
as dyslexia awareness month.

Westmount city hall was lit up in red on
October 17 and 18 for the “mark it read” lit-
eracy campaign, and a lecture — “Under-
standing Dyslexia” — was presented on Oc-
tober 18 at the Westmount Public Library,
where speakers from the Montreal Fluency
Centre discussed the impact of dyslexia on
learning.

Few know this subject matter better
than Westmount educator Marcy Scott.

Logical Letters

Her learning methodology, Logical
Letters, has proven to be remarkably suc-
cessful in teaching literacy and while Scott
may not be a household name, there is one
advocate who is: Sir Richard Branson: the
English dyslexic billionaire, entrepreneur
and space explorer, whose experience high-
lights the headwinds dyslexics can face.

A foundation that he supports is called
Made by Dyslexia and the catalyst for it was
the fact that certain sperm banks in the US
had a proviso that donors with dyslexia

need not apply.

“Because, God forbid, these genes
should be carried forth,” Scott exclaimed.

“Put that in contrast with the fact that
the top 10 inventions ever in the world —
the light bulb, the car, the computer, the
telephone — were all created by dyslexic
people. Where would we be without the in-
novative, amazing minds of dyslexic
people?

No light bulp?

“We wouldn’t have a light bulb. We
wouldn’'t have a car or the telephone...
Henry Ford and Alexander Graham Bell...
all this incredible stuff and what are we
doing to those kids? We're trashing them
in schools because the teachers don’t even
realize that these kids have the super-
powers that they do.”

Scott was drawn to students with special
needs as a young teacher and is now an ad-
vocate with the end-goal of starting a foun-
dation for her teaching methodology to
continue in perpetuity.

She opened an office because “the
breaking point came when I had 16 or 17
different offices in 16 or 17 different
schools.”

No rote learning

Her approach has been so successful
because she uses a website that functions
as an interactive keyboard, allowing spell-
ing through dyslexic strengths like visual
recognition.

“We eliminate all rote memory and
learning becomes fun.”

She associates colours with letters, and
tells stories and anecdotes about all the
letters of the alphabet and how they pair
with other letters in reading rules. It res-
onates with children rather than drilling
them with repetition.

“In 2019, we built a unique online in-
teractive digital keyboard for our students
that is uniquely developed for them that
works in synch with our entire program.”

Retirement, although she admitted she
isin that age-range, is not on her mind be-
cause she has so much left to do.

There is too much disinformation that
the children are not trying hard enough in
school and all the while it is neurological,
she said.

“If T could start my life all over again
and get reborn with a choice of what I want
to be, I think I'd still choose to be female
but I would also choose to be dyslexic. But

only if they change the school system, be-

cause other than the school system, I think

it’s the best way to be: innovators and the
creative minds!”

Jennifer Balls’s son has been

a pupil of Marcy Scott.

Qelise  BARNES Guillard-Berlie

YOU TOO CAN PUT YOUR TRUST
IN OUR EXPERIENCE!

Carmen Berlie
Real estate broker
cberlie@sutton.com

Marie-Laure Guillard
Real estate broker
mguillard@sutton.com

immobilierguillardberlie.com | 514 918-6491

groupe sutton - centre-ouest inc. | real estate agency

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose
and edit them. Please limit to 300 words and submit
before Friday 1o am to be considered for publication the
following week.
email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com
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VILLA MARIA METRO

« AIR CONDITIONING
» STAINLESS APPLIANCES

+ WASHER/DRYER
+« 9FT CEILINGS

LAZAR
EoLETEY

514-383-4977
Aft: Michael
WWW.LAZARRENTALS.COM

POWERED BY

FLIQD.

.




20 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT — November 8, 2022

Liz taking shape, literally

i B W . :
Groupe Maurice’s seniors’ home (“Liz”) at St. Catherme de Maisonneuve and Claremont will be horseshoe- shaped as seen November 3 looking west from the parking lot of the former Air
Canada/Aeroplan building. Liz is in NDG and, seen in the background, the Chateau Maisonneuve office and apartment building is in Westmount. PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

Perfec’r for . fam||y vacahon'

7 Operation

Winterize

Please help us help Social Services
at MUHC hospitals to purchase
the coats, boots and other cozy
winter wear that so many adult
patients need when they leave
the hospital. Donations will be
matched by The Friends (up to

a total of $10,000) to make sure
everyone gets the warmth they

deserve this winter.

Ski/walk/snowshoe/relax in Sutton, Eastern Townships
S

) -ors Privacy, nature, 26 acres. 3 bedrooms, 22 baths, chef’s kitchen,
gas stove. Living room wood fireplace. Fibe TV. Art objects. All

Friends OF THE MUHC inclusive, including linens, dinnerware, etc. Comfort throughout.
$8,500 plus Hydro, Internet. Snow clearance included.

Contact Mila: 514-567-0330

Les Amis DUCUSM
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400 Mount Pleasant: In the news, in history, in families
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The garage of 400
Mount Pleasant:
“402 Mount
Pleasant,”
on November 3.
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Builders of 400 Mount Pleasant — the city’s first medical building?
The Elder family: A study in medicine, wartime service and Westmount

By DAVID PRICE, WITH FILES AND
INFORMATION FROM MATTHEW ELDER

The large red-brick building at the
northwest corner of Mount Pleasant/
Greene and Sherbrooke may very well have
been the first medical building to be built
in Westmount. It was constructed in 1897
for Dr. John Munro Elder, to be both his
home and office (see photo p. 21).

That “one-roof” decision may have had
profound effects on his family: both his
son Herbert and grandson John also be-
came well-known Westmount doctors.

John Munro Elder (1858-1922)

The patriarch of the family, John Munro
Elder, the oldest of seven children, was
born in 1858 in Huntingdon, Quebec,
southwest of Montreal.

He attended McGill University for both
a bachelor of arts and his medical degree
in 1885, winning the Prince of Wales gold
medal during the former and the Suther-
land gold medal during the latter.

Early in his medical career, John served
as surgeon-lieutenant and surgeon-major
in a military unit in 1885 during the second
Louis Riel rebellion, returning to civilian
life with the rank of surgeon-major.

In addition to his private practice and
senior staff position at the Montreal Gen-
eral Hospital, John taught anatomy at
McGill University.

He married Grace Hendrie and relo-
cated to Montreal and Westmount in the
1890s, working first out of 3016 St. Cather-
ine St. (1891-94) and then 4178 St. Catherine
(1894-98) before moving to Mount Pleas-
ant.

“I believe the [medical] office might
have used a Sherbrooke St. address, al-
though accessed from the Mount Pleasant
side,” great-grandson Matthew Elder re-
cently told the Independent. “The 1895 Lo-
vell’s Directory lists his office at 4201 Sher-
brooke St. West and his home at 400
Mount Pleasant.”

At the outbreak of World War I in 1914,
he joined the Canadian Corp’s medical
division as a reservist, eventually becoming

Editor’s thank-you

Editor David Price would like to thank
Matthew Elder for his help, enthusiasm
and for contacting the Independent with the
initial idea of creating/publishing these ar-
ticles, Catherine Leisser for sharing her
writing and research so generously and
graciously, McGill University/the Maxwell
archives for sharing its images, and Andy
Dodge for his usual excellent work.

Colonel John Elder at his desk in France during
World War .

the commanding officer with the rank of
colonel of the Canadian No. 3 General Hos-
pital in Boulogne, France.

In Flanders Fields

“In France, the surgical team included
John McCrae, author of ‘In Flanders
Fields,” continued Matthew, “and rumour
has it my great-grandfather and another
colleague retrieved the poem’s draft after
McCrae had discarded it in a trash can and
implored him to have it published.”

Elder was made a Companion of the
Order of St. Michael and St. George, and
awarded the Portuguese Order of Aviz.

He survived World War I, but returned

E e
400 Mt. Pleasant/4201 Sherbrooke St. from Sher-
brooke on November 2. The Sherbrooke address
is still on the building.

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

Brigadier Herbert Elder, who served in World War
| as a bugler and in World War Il as a surgeon.

ill due to blood poisoning suffered during
wartime surgery and died in 1922 at age
64. His wife Grace died in 1938.

Herbert Elder (1898-1951)

Herbert Elder, John’s son, did not ven-
ture far from his father’s path.

He was the youngest of three children,
after brother Aubrey and sister Allison.

Herbert grew up in the house/office on
Mount Pleasant. According to a family his-
tory written by his own son John, “In the
stable, he kept white rabbits, rats, and, at
one point, an enormous barn owl, which
made a particular impression on him due
to its habit of swooping on mice, which he
released on the stable floor.

“His mother did not like cats, which
may have been the reason for his deciding
finally that they were the most desirable
pets.

“All my life,” continued his son John, “I
have been accustomed to having cats in the
house, from one to three at a time, and all
were invariably exceedingly spoiled by all
members of the family,”

Herbert had persuaded his father John
to let him accompany him as a bugler to
France during World War I. His time there
caused him to change career goals from
engineering to medicine.

Herbert graduated from McGill medical
school in 1923, winning the Wood Gold
Medal for surgery. He became a resident
of 18 de Casson Rd., a short walk from his
father’s house and office.

When World War II broke out, he mobi-
lized the 9th Field Ambulance, went over-
seas as its commanding officer in Novem-
ber 1939 and eventually became the com-

Dr. John Elder demonstrating the grasp reflex
with a young patient. He served in the artillery
in World War |1 before becoming a pediatrician.

manding officer with the rank of brigadier
general of the Canadian Medical Corps in
northwest Europe.

After the war, he was co-head of surgery
at the Montreal General.

He died in 1951 and his wife, Mary
Pangman Elder, in 1968.

John Elder (1924-2006)

John Munro Elder was named after his
grandfather and grew up on de Casson Rd.
During World War II, he joined the infan-
try at the age of 18 in 1943, having just fin-
ished the first year of his BSc degree at
McGill.

When his father Herbert heard this
news, he had him and his friend Jack Lewis
“summarily transferred” to the Royal Ca-
nadian Artillery, according to a history
written by John’s son Matthew, “as this was
seen as a less dangerous section of the
army in which to serve in combat.”

He served in 4th Field Regiment in
northwest Europe during World War II. It
landed in Normandy on D-Day plus 30, or
July 6, 1944, one month after the Allied in-
vasion.

“The Canadian Army in Normandy
faced one of the toughest German SS
units,” continues Matthew’s account, “and
endured several brutal months advancing
south from the English Channel coast to
Falaise, where they and British units con-
nected with the US Army, and together
drove the Germans eastward past Paris all
the way to Germany and Belgium.”

According to Matthew, his father John
had been “an excellent ge-
ometry student in high continued on p. 26

..................
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House History

400 Mount Pleasant: From doctor’s
office to rooming house to 4-plex to...

By ANDY DoDGE AND CATHERINE LEISSER

John Young (1811-1878) was one of many
Scottish settlers in Montreal who had come
to seek fame and fortune.

Like a number of the successful ones of
this group, he chose to establish his resi-
dence “out of town” by purchasing an es-
tate, “Rosemount” with its residence (now
16 Severn Ave.) located part-way up what
we now know as Westmount mountain.

From there, he could watch the con-
struction of the Victoria bridge, which he
promoted as an important commercial en-
deavor for the continued economic growth
of Montreal. He was also the harbour com-
missioner for over 20 years.

His land stretched down the hill along-
side a farm cared for by the Sulpician
Order of Monks, who were the original
owners of a vast stretch of land surround-
ing their monastic headquarters, Fort des
Messieurs de Saint Sulpice, to the north
and west of the growing city of Montreal.

‘Céte St. Antoine Rd.

The priests had adapted a native trail
heading west from the fort toward the
small settlement of Lachine, which they
named “Céte St. Antoine Road” (the east-
ern part of which is now the section of
Sherbrooke St. near Greene).

Young’s home was one of a number of
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mansions situated north of the road and
had views over the river and small city. A
long driveway led uphill from (the then)
Cote St. Antoine Rd., then veered west-
ward and circled around the mansion, with
a small caretaker’s cottage at one side (see
“Former gatehouse at 70 Rosemount Cres-
cent now worth over $1M,” April 22, 2014,
p. 26).

In the early 1860s, Young sold his man-
sion to Robert James Reekie, president of
the Kingston Locomotive Works, which de-
signed the engine for the Grand Trunk
Railway. Reekie, who also called himself a
general contractor in Lovell’s Directory,
had several houses built on the lower
stretch of that driveway, which became a
public street named “Rosemount Ave.”

In 1872, Reekie sold the northeast
corner of “Céte St. Antoine Rd.” and Rose-
mount Ave. to Julia Greene-Woodhouse, a
member of one of the larger and more
prominent families, the Greenes, who had
come to Montreal from Vermont in the
1850s.

The land was described as having 173
feet of frontage on “Céte St. Antoine Rd.,”
164 feet along Rosemount Ave., 158 feet on
the back line and 241 feet along the “north-
east sideline,” which was to become a road-
way continuing north from what was the
extension of the then
named Dorchester Street, continued on p. 24

=
s &5
FEE TR e & R B

Hopkins 1879 map. Note that Mount Pleasant Ave. (north of Sherbrooke) is called “Dorchester,”
as Greene was also called at the time, and that today’s Sherbrooke St. west of this intersection is

called “[Céte St. Antoi]ne. Road.”
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but what was soon to be re-named Greene
Ave. This north-of-Sherbrooke extension
of Dorchester/Greene would become
Mount Pleasant Ave.

Greene-Woodhouses
build 5 Rosemount

The Woodhouses built a large mansion
set well back from Rosemount Ave. (5
Rosemount Ave.), and a coach house situ-
ated on the back roadway (the “northeast
sideline”), described in the deed only as the
road dividing the property from the Luther
H. Holton property to the east.

A large lawn shielded the house from
the growing traffic on Céte St. Antoine Rd.
On the other (west) side of Rosemount
Ave. was “Villa Mona” (see ‘Villa Mona’
mansion, now demolished, replaced by 12
Rosemount,” October 2, 2017, p. 8), an
equally large mansion owned by J.K. Ward
(Westmount’s second mayor), and another
villa owned by James H. Redfern, who was
to become mayor in 1894.

By the time the Woodhouses sold their
house in 1890, they had already moved to
Germany, and the house had been rented
out. The north-south stretch of Dorchester
St. had been renamed Greene Ave. and that
part of Cdte St. Antoine Rd. was in the pro-
cess of being re-named Sherbrooke St.,
with a planned extension going westward
from Clarke Ave.

James H. Redfern bought the entire
Woodhouse property for $11,000. He then
subdivided the land located between the
south side of the former Woodhouse home
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e
Edward Maxwell in 1893.

SouRCE: WIKIPEDIA

and along Sherbrooke St. into four lots: a
large lot at the corner of Rosemount Ave.
and Sherbrooke St. (365-4), and three
smaller lots to the east of it (365-1,2,3).

400 Mt Pleasant built

Five years later, in 1895, Redfern sold
the first of the four subdivided lots to Dr.
John M. Elder, a successful young surgeon
at the Montreal General Hospital who
graduated from McGill (see p. 22).

Dr. Elder was also establishing a private
practice and wanted to do this out of his
home. He commissioned an already-
famous architect, Edward Maxwell, creator
of the Henry Birks Building on Phillips
Square, and many other commercial and
residential projects in Montreal, parti-
cularly in the Square Mile and Westmount.

Maxwell designed the three-storey
building (plus full-height basement) so
that the front rooms facing Sherbrooke St.
on the ground floor housed Dr. Elder’s pri-
vate practice (office and waiting room).
While the house bore two civic numbers
(400 Mount Pleasant Ave., and 4201 Sher-

__jr

brooke St. West), there was only one main
entrance, on Mount Pleasant Ave., but
from which the medical practice and pri-
vate home could be accessed separately
from an interior vestibule.

The private ground-floor entrance hall
was accessed from the interior vestibule
and featured a large window looking out
to Mount Pleasant Ave. and a bench
nestled within the curve of main staircase.
The dining room and kitchen were located
to the rear.

A full-width drawing room graced the
front area of the middle floor, above the of-
fices. It contained a very large semi-circu-
lar oriel window with a fitted bench ca-
mouflaging the radiators. Other rooms
were arranged toward the rear. The top
floor contained three more rooms, in ad-
dition to a maid’s room, a bathroom and a
work-room.

According to the Canadian Architecture
Collection at McGill University, “the elev-
ations reveal a playful rendition of Dutch
urban houses with their stepped gables.
One is centrally placed on the Sherbrooke
front elevation and two are found on either
side of the entrance on Mount Pleasant
Avenue.”

In addition to his private practice and
surgical work at the Montreal General Hos-
pital, Elder was a prominent member of
the community, serving as school commis-
sioner and director of the Westmount Mu-
nicipal Association.

Both his son and grandson followed
him into the medical profession, the latter
serving as Westmount’s medical officer of
health in the 1970s. It appears, however,
that neither joined the senior Dr. Elder in
his private medical practice.

New owners

Instead, in 1920, Dr. J. A. Winters took
over both the medical office and residence,
while Dr. Elder moved further downtown
to 731 Sherbrooke St. West and sold the

property.

The building was purchased by Lewis
B. McFarlane, president of Bell Telephone
Company and who used part of the house

as his residence. While it is unclear, archi-
tecturally, how the space was divided, it ap-
pears that Dr. Winters and his wife also
resided there until his death in about 1923.
His wife continued to live there for a
number of years.

Lovell’s Directory removed the 4201
Sherbrooke St. address in from its 1927 edi-
tion and lists Mr. McFarlane as living at
400 Mount Pleasant Ave.; by 1930 both Mr.
McFarlane and the widowed Mrs. Winters
are listed as residents of 400 Mount
Pleasant Ave., presumably as a building
with two dwellings but sharing one ad-
dress.

1 Rosemount built

It should be noted that the 1920 sale by
Dr. Elder may have been the result of ac-
tivities going on at the adjacent lot, namely,
the development of the rest of the land re-
tained by James Redfern.

Redfern was unable to sell the three
other lots (365-2,3,4) along Sherbrooke St.
between the Elder house and Rosemount
Ave. Apparently Redfern may have gotten
into trouble, thus possibly prompting him
to surrender those lots around 1917.

The three lots were eventually picked
up by the Westmount Industrial Corpor-
ation, headed by Andrew Ross McMaster,
a local lawyer. Construction started on the
massive, six-storey, 42-unit apartment
building now known as 1 Rosemount
Avenue.

Lewis McFarlane continued to live at the
property until he died in 1943.

The availability of affordable housing
had become progressively problematic dur-
ing the war years and even more so as sol-
diers returned after the war, with little
money, yet with ambitions to continue
schooling and/or find employment.

In Westmount, many homeowners
rented out spare rooms to ex-soldiers,
war widows, and particularly workers
coming from rural regions outside of Mon-
treal who were needed for continued ex-
pansion of the already burgeoning manu-
facturing base that post-war Montreal had
become.

On November 2, from left: 16 Severn, its former gatehouse at 70 Rosemount Crescent, 5 Rosemount and 1 Rosemount.

Lewis B. McFarlane

400 Mount Pleasant
becomes rooming house

Possibly in reaction to both the need for
affordable housing, and the less affordable
apartments on offer “next door,” Paul A.
McFarlane, Lewis McFarlane’s son and the
executor of his estate, apparently turned
his father’s residence into a rooming house.

Rooming houses at this time were a
neutrally viewed housing type, of which
there were many examples in Westmount
and elsewhere in Montreal, and were with-
out the negative connotation that the term
sometimes has today. All sorts of people
would “rent a room,” including students,
unmarried men and women, and workers
with rural roots who would return home
to the country on weekends.

Lovell’s Directory in 1945 shows only
one “occupant” of 400 Mount Pleasant
Ave.: D. Neveu, whose profession is ident-
ified as “prop rmg house,” apparently hired
by estate McFarlane to manage the build-
ing until it could be sold.

Two same-day deeds in 1948 indicated
the new owner to be one Marie Héléne
Annie Leblanc, otherwise
known as Annie White, continued on p. 26

..................

PHOTOS AND 400 MOUNT PLEASANT ON OPPOSITE PAGE: INDEPENDENT.
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George and Edeltraud Leisser in 1952 and 1984.

House history, cont'd from p. 25

who purchased the property for $17,500. In
the deed, nothing is mentioned about its
use as a rooming house, except to say that
the owner was required to honour “the
existing lease subject to the Wartime Prices
& Trade Board regulations and with the
right unto the purchaser of receiving the
rental derivable therefrom as and from the
first day of June nineteen hundred and
forty-eight.”

In 1951, Annie Leblanc sold the property
to Gabrielle Jodoin-I’Ecuyer, a resident of
Cbte St. Paul, thus more than doubling her
investment, but taking a balance-of-sale
whereby Jodoin-I"Ecuyer paid her $29,000
over 10 years, at 5 percent interest on the
mortgage.

Lovell’s Directory does not list the ten-
ants of the building until 1960, at which
time it suggested there were 12 rentable
rooms, of which four were vacant. From
then on, at times the number of rooms in-
creases to 14.

By 1970, Lovell’s Directory no longer
identified all the tenants living there and
by 1973, when George and Edeltraud
Leisser purchased the building for $50,000,
only two tenants were indicated in Lovell’s.

The realtor’s listing advertised 13 fur-

HISTORY OF
400 MOUNT PLEASANT AVE.
(since construction by John M. Elder)

Date Buyer Price

30-Apr-1920 Lewis B. McFarlane, president of
Bell Telephone Company of Canada

$28,000
2-Jun-1948  Theodore B. Laberge,
Insurance Agent $15,000
2-Jun-1948  Marie Helene Annie
Leblanc (White) $17,500
21-Nov-1951 Gabrielle Jodoin $36,000
12-Jul1973  George Leisser $50,000

nished rooms with annual revenue of
$9,000, but little additional detail.

At the time Mr. and Mrs. Leisser lived
at 488 Elm Ave., only one block away. They
continued to operate 400 Mount Pleasant
Ave. as a rooming house. In the mid-1990s
the top floor, consisting of five individually-
rented rooms, was converted into an apart-
ment for one of their children, while the
rest of the house remained a rooming-
house.

In 2000/2001 Mr. and Mrs. Leisser con-
verted the middle floor, which consisted of
five individually rented rooms, into an
apartment for themselves, and subse-
quently sold their Elm Ave. residence in
2002. Two studio flats continued to be
rented out for some years after that.

The city identified the property as hav-
ing four living units in 2020.

It is also noteworthy that in 1994, the
city of Westmount issued its “character
area” study in which it classified many of
its buildings according to their historic sig-
nificance. 400 Mount Pleasant Ave. was
given a Category 1 rating, which means it
is classified as “important” and thus pro-
tected by the city’s architectural and plan-
ning commission.

The coach house garage that still stands
at the back of the property has its own ad-
dress: 402 Mount Pleasant Ave.

[t may have stood there since the Wood-
houses built what is now 5 Rosemount
Ave. and then became part of the land sold
to Dr. Elder in 1895. It was given a Category
3 rating by the city of Westmount.

In the latest valuation roll, the property
has a municipal valuation of $1,996,000.
Mrs. Leisser died in 2002, and Mr. Leisser
died in 2020.

The new owner, Les Investissements
Richelieu, is seeking a re-zoning to allow
for office use (see October 25, p. 5).

The front hall of 400 Mount Pleasant in 2020.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CATHERINE LEISSER.

Elder family, cont’d from p. 22

school [and] worked as a bombardier with
a 25-pounder team, in charge of calculating
gun ranges, essential in setting the angle
of power of shell fire.

“He also did duty assisting a forward
observation officer (FOO), working ahead
of the infantry line to advise artillery on
precise locations on which to bring down
fire on the enemy.”

‘Where the Hell are the Guns?’

John is among the soldiers mentioned
by fellow soldier George Blackburn in his
books Where the Hell are the Guns?, The
Guns of Normandy and The Guns of Victory.
The hair-raising details of his service belie
the notion that the artillery was a safe, or
even safer, arm of the military. At one time
after an attack left him pinned under
massive spare tire, he could hear his col-
leagues discussing his presumed death,
“We sure were lucky! It seems only Elder
bought it!”

According to Matthew, “4th Field went
on to play a key role in the liberation of Bel-
gium and Holland, before moving into
western Germany when the war ended.
After V-E Day (May 8, 1945), my father vol-
unteered for service in the Pacific, ahead
of the expected invasion of Japan.... He
never got farther than a US artillery train-
ing base in Oklahoma before the war
ended, and he soon returned home to
Montreal.

“In later years, he claimed he knew the
war would end before anyone could be sent
from Europe to the Pacific and it was just
a ploy to get home early.”

After the war, John attended McGill
again and entered its medical school in
1947. He married Janet Dixon in 1949. He
graduated from McGill in 1951 and, after
specializing in pediatrics, entered private
practice in 1956.

Like his grandfather’s office, his prac-
tice was located for many years on the
north side of Sherbrooke, but between
Strathcona Ave. and Arlington Ave. Per-
haps appropriately for a former artillery-
man, the city’s two 1812 cannon were at
that time stationed just opposite, in West-
mount Park.

Among his many positions, John was
medical director of the Mackay Centre,
founding director of the Montreal Child-
ren’s Hospital Adolescent Clinic, director
of the Montreal General Hospital Newborn
Nursery, a board member of Camp Amy
Molson and on the staff of the Children’s
Service Centre.

He also served as president of the
Canadian Paediatric Society. “His dedica-
tion to youth extended to the educational
community,” according to his obituary,
“and he served several years as a commis-
sioner for the Westmount Protestant
School Board.”

John retired in 1997, but remained loved
“by his former patients, some of whom
would greet him on his frequent walks in
his neighbourhood.”

In 2002, John and Janet’s daughter Judy
predeceased them. She was a marketing
executive and head of Microsoft’s Canadian
retail software operations, and a Toronto
resident.

John Elder died in 2006 and his wife
Janet in 2014. They had lived at 588 Lans-
downe Ave. for 51 years.

They are survived by children Matthew,
a journalist and communications consul-
tant who lives in downtown Montreal;
Kathy, a commercial leasing specialist who
divides her time between Toronto and St.
Agathe; Stephen, an engineer who retired
as head of physical plant for the city of
Westmount five years ago; and eight
grandchildren.
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Pika is handsome and sweet, and you
can tell that he looks forward to company
and cuddles. A classic hunky grey-and-
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Weeding & Yard Work

Garden cleaning, Small Lawns, Weeding, Adding Mulch, Yard
Cleanup, Raking Leaves. Text | Message Vince at 514-294-5562.

Piano Tuning

Westmount Piano Tuning, $88. Call 514-206-0449.

Painter Available

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, efficient and reliable.
Reasonable rates and references provided. 514-944-2763.

Piano Tuning

Quality piano tuning, 44 years experience, please call 514-235-
5835.

"

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Friendly Pika

white tabby, he will easily fit in a family
lifestyle with lots of affection and play.

Pika is presently at the Montreal SPCA
cattery, where there are also a lot of kittens
to steal attention from him even though
he is a perfect companion as well. At six
years of age, he is very healthy and happy,
so ready for a caring home.

& i

Pika is up to date with his inoculations,
neutered and microchipped as well. To
find out more about him, please go to the
Montreal SPCA website at www.spca.com,
refer to his information page by his identi-
fication number, 51437940, then click the
“Book a visit” button on the upper right-
hand section of his page.

When opening this link, you will be
contacting the adoption coordinator group
and will be able to schedule a visit at the
shelter for adoption.

Pika is waiting, please think of him.
Your neighbour, Lysanne

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally?

Buy a classified in the
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
at
www.westendclassifieds.com

Buy locally to sell locally

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
e British & European newspapers
e Specializing in fashion & interior
design e Imported chocolates

o BELL lifestyle natural products
e | ottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square

At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Westmount
A-dog-tions
5y LYSANNE FOWLER

Cachou is adorable and sweet, a little
senior poodle mix who has a wonderful na-
ture. Smart and a quick learner as well, he
is already adapting well to his foster family,
which has taken him in for the Gerdy’s
Rescues & Adoption volunteer animal res-
cue group.

As one of a number of senior pets
whose families can no longer care for them
because of health issues, Cachou is in need
of a new family now.

At11years of age, he is active, and keen
on his walks and adventures. He is also a
lap dog who is very bonded and affection-
ate. He loves his crate with the door open
when he feels like a time-out or a snooze.

Painting = Decoration & Finishing

STUART

DEARLOVE

www.stuartdearlove.com

= Standard &t Restorative Painting
= Plaster

= Stripping, Wood finishing

= Interior & Exterior

Licensed - Bonded - Insured - References

514 482-5267

RBQ 8328 8514 09

stuartpaints@sympatico.ca

OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Cutest Cachou

Cachou will be best in an adult-only
home and can also live with another small,
confident senior dog.

A healthy fellow, he is up to date with
his vaccinations, neutered and micro-
chipped. A dental update will be done be-
fore adoption as well.

For more information on Cachou,
please email Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions
at info@gerdysrescue.org in order to dis-
cuss your family’s interest in adopting him.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

TAYAY
L /1\ 4
Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

WOOD
FINISHING

ON-SITE SERVICE

*Touch-ups and Repairsi.e.:
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces

*Polishing and
Staining

+Kitchen Cabinets

*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072




28 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT — November 8, 2022

Event honours LeBla

Westmount artists Ann McCall and
Shelley Freeman organized a lovely tribute
for artist Virginia LeBlanc, outgoing cura-
tor of Westmount’s Gallery at Victoria Hall
(1999-2022). LeBlanc was also director of
the Visual Arts Centre on Victoria Ave. and
its McClure Gallery from 1996 to 2017. A
visual artist, she has participated in solo
and group exhibitions across the country.

But wait. She is also an author: Hold
(2019) and Clay Roots: The Potters’ Club and
its legacy at the Visual Arts Centre (2021).
And soon to come is Small Territories and
Mudlark, “a series of medication in paint
and words on a ‘path by a river.”

How appropriate, then, that this moving
moment was held by Westmount Park’s
much-loved paths by a currently drained
and duck-less waterway. Invited guests
were all artists.

The 5-3-7 was held in Westmount’s mu-
nicipal gallery, where
Melissa Denis-Daignault, continued on p. 29

- Montreal’s

Leading

Global Schot

[.ead

the path
you take.

AlS N, seoation T
y{ Fedération des éfablissements
denseignement privés

Quabac Asociofon of dsprden Schoss

‘Associoton de dcle peien s Quibac

nc — artist, curator, art-school director, author

e —— ]

| [ TN

Pre-U
Open House

Pre-U Information
Evening: November 17

Info Session: 6:30 pm

Campus Tour: 7:30 pm
Saputo Auditorium,
4092 Royal Avenue

5/

Lower Canada College
admissions@]Icc.ca

514 482 0951

4090, avenue Royal
Montréal (Qc) H4A 2M5

Icc.ca

LCC offers Montreal's
longest-standing Pre-University:
Grade 12 program, allowing

for direct access to universities
in Quebec, Canada and

around the world.

Middle Year: Diploma
[) ) Programme 9

[NJAJIl|S

National Assocfation
of Independent Schools

THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH'S Nl
INTERNATIONAL AWARD
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Anthony and Nicole Hobbs.

Social Notes, cont'd from p. 28

community events technician for Victoria
Hall, had set up a sipping table and deli-
cious nibbles, much appreciated on the
chilly day.

Her décor of carnation bouquets in

pinks echoed the palette of Alexandra Mac-
Dougall’s watercolours on exhibition with
Nina Cherney’s bright oils (see xx).

As fall leaves twirled outside in massive
maelstroms of wind, guests quickly undid
layers of warming fleece to congratulate
Virginia.

Ann Elsdon, Bram Rubinger and Eliane Rivard.

Noted were photographer Philippe La-
porta, Nicole and Anthony Hobbs, Mary
Lou Freel, Sam Kasirer-Smibert, Sean Wil-
son, Mary Martha Guy, Ann Elsdon, Bram
Rubinger, Eliane Rivard, Susan Joiner and
Mona Agia.

Most ladies carried a tote, large enough

for collapsible umbrellas, library books,
gloves, wool hats, phones et al.

But this alert observer did catch a
glimpse of a YSL-initialled bag worn in the
look-du-jour: cross body.

Ann McCall and Shel-
ley Freeman both lauded continued on p. 30

Pansy Earrings with 27.57ctw Tanzanian Orange
Moonstone drops in 18k gold

NATURAL BEAUTIES

Match your style with a customizable gemstone drop
for your Pansy earrings. Discover our selection in store!

Cad e
o |
P

A P
e A

o

KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSTONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier
2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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Social Notes, cont’d from p. 29

Virginia LeBlanc with beautifully-worded
presentations. “She brought a wealth of vis-
ual art experience to the whole commu-
nity,” noted Ann McCall, who was unable
to attend.

Send your event information to ve-
ronica@redgravepr.com.
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Melissa Denis Daignault. Mary Martha Guy, Susan Joiner and Mona Agia.

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

QUALITY USED Friend
BOOk Sa I e of [Je%gtmosunt ; : :

Saturday & Sunday Public Library @
November19 & 20 10am-4pm

.. Charles
i Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

A

Books for everyone at very low prices. . 704-1063 7 .
Proceeds go towards purchasing new materials i ¥ Anne-Marie
for the Westmount Public Library. s B. 93 4-1818 Larue
. . ntegrity & — 514 862-7718 5'|4 919-0877
Vlctorla HaII 4626 Sherb roo ke W. Expertise H_D'TAL LEPAGE eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com
Working i WE WILL EXCEED
We are unable to accept books until after the sale |I'If0.: 51 4 483'5604 Jor you! HERITAGE YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

Real Estate Agency

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT
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sicotte &co

Marie Sicotte +1514 953 9808
Real Estate Broker marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

$2,695,000 4 L

CALL US FOR EXCLUSIVES!

Town of Mount-Royal Westmount Westmount Westmount
212 LOCKHART AV. 3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1414 87 HOLTON AV. 9 THORNHILL AV.

Westmount Adjacent Ville-Marie Ville-Marie Tremblant Region | La Conception
4829 GROSVENOR AV. 1070 RUE DE BLEURY, APT. 711 1200 BOUL. DE MAISONNEUVE W. APT. 3C 24 CH. DES EPICURIENS

b
B-L A . i
| $2,495,000 ot $795,000 |
Saint-Donat Mont-Tremblant Mont Tremblant Tremblant Region | La Conception
796-800 CH. OUAREAU N. 6896 RIVE DU LAC-TREMBLANT, 201 CH. CLAUDE-LEFEBVRE 1274 RUE DU CENTENAIRE

LAC TREMBLANT-NORD
] Suttehe | BARNES

E \ GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
. Scan me to know me! 245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2Mé6
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PROFUSION

E R

Il M M O B I L |

INTRODUCING “THE BELMONT”
A NEW CONTEMPORARY UPGRADE FOR TODAY’S LIFESTYLE

2333 RUE SHERBROOKE 0., APP. 805 | VILLE-MARIE | § 3,100,000
OVER 2900 SO.FT AND 2 GARAGES

ANIA
KALECHEFF

CHARTERED
REAL ESTATE BROKER

(514) 992-6413

tkalecheff@profusion.global NN

1 AV.WOOD, APP 802 | WESTMOUNT | $ 1,950,000 4105-4109 AV.ISABELLA | COTE-DES-NFIGES | § 1,995,000

UCY SHAPIRO

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Ishapiro@profusion.global
(514) 234-8528

AV.BROCK N. | MONTREAL-OUEST

ablun

NDREW
BLUNDELL

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE BROKER

(514) 772-0008

.~ Sma e
4338 AV. MONTROSE | WESTMOUNT | $ 1,775,000
4+1 bedrooms | 3 bathrooms

dell@profusion.global

PROFUSION

M M OBILIER

Profusion Immobilier is the only real estate agency
that can showcase your high-end property to our vast
encompassing network of affiliations, the finest, most

far reaching, most effective in the world.

While our affiliates are important individually,
collectively they provide incomparable marketing
advantages only available to Profusion Immobilier

In 70 countries, over 15,000 offices and over
$ 400 Billion in annual sales.

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

— OURNETWORKS —
™ ___BOARD of REGENTS __
le P COMPANIES B [MAYFAIR

profusion.global

Profusion immobilier Inc. « Real estate agency



