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Sold: most expensive Westmount house ever 

This house at 4 Surrey Gardens, photographed November 24, sold for $20,970,000 in June, the 
most expensive ever in Westmount. See p. 16 for story. Photo: Andy Dodge.

Moved further away from next-door condos 

Council adopts first draft 
approval for Hillside project 
By Laureen Sweeney 

It has taken several years and various 
plans from different developers, but city 
council November 21 approved a first-draft 
resolution that clears the way to a possible 
conversion of the vacant former armoury 
at 1-3 Hillside into a 27-unit residential 
building. 

Because the original three-storey build-

ing was built as a riding academy in 1910 
when the area was zoned industrial, its re-
construction has had to proceed through 
the city’s special regulatory process for 
non-conforming buildings called Specific 
construction, alteration or occupancy pro-
posal for an immovable (SCAOPI). 

The recent draft approval came follow-
ing a modified proposal from the devel-
oper September 6, whose main changes 
aim to provide more privacy for the next-
door residents of the condo building at 11 
Hillside to the west. 

These include moving 
the west wall of the pro- continued on p. 10
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Becomes Westmount’s first grade 12 

Selwyn House to start offering 
pre-u program in fall 2023 
By Martin C. Barry 

Selwyn House School will be hosting an 
information session on December 5 at 7 
pm so that interested families can learn 
more about the school’s new pre-university 
program before a January 15 application 
deadline. 

The school is launching the Grade-12-
level program for the 2023-24 school year. 

The one-year experience is designed to pre-
pare students for the academic rigour and 
independence required for success in uni-
versity. 

According to Selwyn House headmaster 
Michael Downey, the province’s CEGEPs 
have become large-scale institutions with 
thousands of students and large class sizes, 
which can feel overwhel-
ming for students and 

Holiday Gift Guide 2022Pull-out section after p. 14
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SPACIOUS TWO BEDROOM UNIT

NEW LISTING
Golden Square Mile | 1390 Av. des Pins O., app. 6A | $ 549,000 Côte-des-Neiges | 4500 Ch. de la Côte-des-Neiges, apt. 607 | $625,000

NEW LISTING

LARGE AND BRIGHT CONDO

Montréal Ouest | 316 Av Westminster 
$799,000 

Lachine | 460 19e Avenue, Apt 217 
$350,000 

Westmount | 41 Av. Arlington 
$2,495,000 

Westmount | 11 Av. Hillside, Apt 212 
$699,000

LUMINUS AND CHARMING PROPERTY 

IMPRESSIVE UNIT WITH NATURAL LIGHT SPACIOUS 2 BEDROOM CONDO 

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce | 5135-5137 Av. Montclair 
$849,000 

BEAUTIFUL NDG DUPLEX 

Golden Square Mile | 1321 Rue Sherbrooke O. 
Apt E30-31 | $5,250,000 

PRESTIGIOUS UNIT LOCATED IN THE HEART OF MONTREAL SPACIOUS AND BRIGHT WESTMOUNT HOME 

Golden Square Mile | 1455 Rue Sherbrooke O., 
apt. 512 | $599,000 

PRISTINE AND GORGEOUS UNIT IN THE PORT ROYAL 

Golden Square Mile | 1455 Rue Sherbrooke O. 
Apt 2702 | $2,450,000 

AMAZING VIEW FROM THE PORT ROYAL 

FEATURED

FEATURED

FEATURED FEATUREDFEATURED

FEATURED FEATURED FEATURED



Raffle, silent auction benefit children’s hospitals 

Westmount Old-timers charity hockey tourney start Dec. 1 
The Senior Westmount All-Star Team 

(“SWAT”) will be hosting its 31st West-
mount Old-timers Hockey Tournament 
and 14th All-Star Termite Tournament 
from Thursday, December 1 to Sunday, 
Dec ember 4 at the Westmount recreation 
centre (“WRC”). 

It is held to raise funds for the Montreal 
Children’s Hospital and the St. Justine 
Hospital. Money is raised through a raffle 
and a silent auction. 100 percent of the pro-
ceeds go to the hospitals. 

The prize for the raffle is two tickets 
from Air Canada anywhere in North 
American, including Hawaii. Tickets are 

on sale at the WRC Friday from 6 pm to 11 
pm, Saturday from 3 pm to 10 pm, and 
Sunday from 8 am to 1 pm. The draw takes 
place Sunday at 1:30 pm, but buyers do not 
need to be present to win. 

Auction 

The silent auction works via both in-
person and online bidding. There are 70+ 
items, including Habs tickets, signed jer-
seys, first class Via rail tickets and much 
more. 

View the items at either at the WRC or 
online at www.WestmountSwatHockey.
Weebly.com. 

“We are always most excited every year 
for the ‘Termites Tournament’ on the Sun-
day of the weekend-long event,” organizer 
Adam Cutler told the Independent by email 
November 28. 

“They play their hearts out, get medals 
and get a breakfast included. All the items 
[for the raffle and auction] are donated by 
great community sponsors, it is a fun 
weekend and all are invited for the enter-
tainment.”
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Gift Guide
after p. 14 

Celebrating the holidays 
away from home, p. GG-2 

Travel safety, p. GG-4 

Bacon-wrapped goat 
cheese dates recipe, p. GG-6 

Christmas Eve, p. GG-8 

Travelling with gifts, p. GG-10 

Tahini-glazed carrot recipe 
by Adeena Sussman, p. GG-11
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F E AT U R E D  P R O P E R T I E S  F O R  SA L E

SINGLE FAMILY HOME 
$2.295,000

RENOVATED DUPLEX 
$899,000

2 BEDROOM CONDO 
799,000

3 BEDROOM CONDO 
$579,000

WESTMOUNT OLD MONTREALP.A.T. COTE ST LUC

TRUST IS THE KEY

  
Wishing 

Contact us

www

(514) 934-

everyone a happy holiday season!

n fs to pla foor your 2023 real estate goals.

w.carlyfridman.com • info@carlyfridman.com 

-1818 • 1245 Av. Greene, Westmount, QC H3Z 2A4

Watch out for winter parking starting Dec. 1 
By Laureen Sweeney 

With the approach of December 1, resi-
dents are reminded to keep an eye out for 
winter parking restrictions. In some cases, 
these include parking on only one side of 
the street. 

Public Security director Greg McBain 
also emphasized the importance of watch-
ing out for yellow-and-orange temporary 
snow removal signs that are put up to warn 
motorists to remove vehicles for snow re-
moval operations and avoid resulting 
tickets or towing. 

It is also suggested that motorists adopt 
winter parking habits by parking cars 
about a foot away from the curb to allow 
space for the Bombardiers sidewalk trac-
tors to pass with causing damage. 

“Also, be sure you’re not impeding en-
trances to driveways and parking aprons 
that may be hidden after a snow fall.” 

Small fire breaks out 
on Atwater stairs 

A small fire broke out November 23 on 
a blocked-off, condemned staircase be-

tween Atwater and the Batshaw youth 
centre’s parking lot on Weredale Park, Pub-
lic Security officials said. It had been no-
ticed around 9:52 am when a patroller saw 
smoke and flames shooting up three or 
four meters. The fire department and po-
lice were notified, some vehicles were re-
moved and the fire was quickly extin-
guished. 

It appeared to have been started in 
brush. A witness was reported to have seen 
two “kids” running away. – LS 

Traffic disrupted as pipe 
ruptures on de Mais. 

A water line that broke November 22 in 
the area of 4721 de Maisonneuve around 
1:45 am caused the street to be closed be-
tween Roslyn and Lansdowne and traffic 
re-routed, Public Security officials said. 
Some water had leaked onto the first floor 
of the apartment building at 300 Lans-
downe and firefighters did what they could 
to stop it until the water could be turned 
off. The pipe was described as “around” 20 
inches. – LS
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Westmount’s other winter lookComin’ Up 
Friday, December 2 

Manoir Westmount charity bazaar. 
4646 Sherbrooke St. 11:30 to 2 pm. 

Saturday, December 3 
Rotary Club of Westmount presents 

People’s Gospel Choir. $25 adults, $10 
children via Eventbrite.ca or cash in per-
son. Victoria Hall. 7:30 pm. 

Sunday, December 4 
Get to know Summit Woods with 

Westmount Park United Church. 4695 
de Maisonneuve Blvd. 9 am. 

Tuesday, December 20 
City’s Hanukah celebration and me-

norah lighting at city hall. 5 pm.

Table of Contents 
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Social Notes: 
Ometz’s L’Annexe, p. 25 

The finest retirement lifestyle 
is available at... 

Westmount’s good 
living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate 

comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs 

24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES. 

4430 St. Catherine West 

514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com 
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

OLD MONTREAL 
221 ST. JACQUES #1501 
Extremely well located 2 bedroom condo with 
office & large den, 2 indoor parking spots, 2 full 
bathrooms; the primary bathroom won a “prix 
d'excellence” in 2015. Open kitchen with wine fridge 
& pullout shelving. Natural light & sunlight all day. 
Breathtaking views. Rooftop terrace 
with pool & BBQ. MLS 26057255 $2,088,000

Plan & manage your move 
Sell/donate unwanted items 
Arrange an estate sale 
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc. 
Pack & unpack your moving boxes 
Set up your new smaller nest

A gentle and personalized approach 
in helping seniors relocate

(514) 808-4248 
kathleen@smallernest.com 

www.smallernest.com
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TICKETS: soundofmusicqc.com

and
by arrangement with Concord Theatricals on behalf of The Rodgers & Hammerstein Organization  |  concordtheatricals.compresents

Music by RICHARD RODGERS
Lyrics by OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN II
Book by HOWARD LINDSAY and RUSSEL CROUSE
Suggested by “The Story of the Trapp Family Singers” by Maria Augusta Trapp
Featuring about THIRTY ACTORS, DANCERS, SINGERS AND MUSICIANS

Music by RICHARD RODGERS
Lyrics by OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN II
Book by HOWARD LINDSAY and RUSSEL CROUSE
Suggested by “The Story of the Trapp Family Singers” by Maria Augusta Trapp
Featuring about THIRTY ACTORS, DANCERS, SINGERS AND MUSICIANS

Music by RICHARD RODGERS
Lyrics by OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN II
Book by HOWARD LINDSAY and RUSSEL CROUSE
Suggested by “The Story of the Trapp Family Singers” by Maria Augusta Trapp
Featuring about THIRTY ACTORS, DANCERS, SINGERS AND MUSICIANS

Music by RICHARD RODGERS
Lyrics by OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN II
Book by HOWARD LINDSAY and RUSSEL CROUSE
Suggested by “The Story of the Trapp Family Singers” by Maria Augusta Trapp
Featuring about THIRTY ACTORS, DANCERS, SINGERS AND MUSICIANS

THE BROADWAY MUSICAL

IS COMING TO MONTREAL!

Directed by

GREGORY 

CHARLES

PERFORMANCES PRESENTED IN
THEIR ORIGINAL ENGLISH VERSION
STARTING DECEMBER 3RD

Damya Inc.Productions 
Quartier Latin inc.

Georges
Coulombe



Remembrance Day 
preferable on the day 

As a Westmount resident for over 25 
years whose father served in the RCAF 
from 1940-44, I was pleased to see Cather-
ine Duff Caron’s letter on November 1 (p. 
6). 

As personal preference, I prefer to ob-
serve Remembrance Day in November on 
the 11th at 11 and went along to the West-
mount cenotaph along with about 75 other 
residents. 

Anthony Layton, Abbott Ave. 

Reduce GHG, bring REV 
to Sherbrooke 

How can we better reduce GHG (green-
house gas) emissions? Demanding that 
municipal governments encourage people 
to switch from cars to public transit, or 
even better, active transport, are two of the 
best ways. 

In recent years, the city of Montreal has 
expanded its bike-path system. The newest 
and most ambitious part of this has been 
the REV network (réseau express vélo), 
which presently consists of a few re-engin-
eered arterial streets, such as St. Denis. 

These upgraded streets have reduced 
the number of car lanes and added  uni-
directional bike paths. These REV  uni-
directional bike paths are a significant im-
provement over traditional bi-directional 
paths. In addition to bicycles, they provide 
a safe environment for a wide variety of 

small car-alternative electric vehicles such 
as wheelchairs, scooters and cargo bikes. 

The world’s response to climate change 
has been inadequate and the need for ac-
tion is urgent. 

Concurrent with the COP 27 summit, 
The Economist magazine headlined “Say 
Goodbye to 1.5°C,” and the city of Montreal 
announced its five-year plan for the next 
round of REV expansion. Jean Talon is the 
most notable street included. 

Given the urgency, and the success of 
the St. Denis conversion, Montreal’s pro-
posed rate of REV expansion is timid. 

Westmount and NDG will not be in-
cluded in any REV expansion for the next 
five years, but between Decarie and At-
water Sherbrooke St. is very similar to St. 
Denis prior to its conversion. Sherbrooke 
is an obvious candidate for inclusion in the 
REV network. 

Despite the urgency of the climate situ-
ation, the REV expansion response is tepid. 
Residents of Westmount and NDG should 
advocate for Sherbrooke St.’s inclusion in 
a quicker response. 

Malcolm McRae, Sherbrooke St. 

Why Westmount Hydro? 
$9.997 million, that is what it has cost 

Westmount residents to support for Hydro 
Westmount during the Smith administra-
tion (2017 to 2022). Residents pay the same 
per kw to Hydro Westmount as they would 
to Hydro Quebec. There is no financial 
benefit, simply an onerous cost. 

On November 16, I met with Councillor 
Shamie, commissioner for Westmount 
Hydro, at Westmount city hall. We were 
joined via video by Councillor Aronson and 
via audio by Councillor d’Amico. 

Westmount Hydro generates approxi-
mately $30 million in revenues, pays 75 
percent of that to Hydro Quebec for bulk 
purchases, presently has an operating 
budget of approximately $6.55 million and 
has spent an average of $1.66 million per 
year on capital expenditures since 2017. 

These annual cash requirements pre-
date the Smith administration. For the 
three years 2014 to 2016, there were addi-
tional cash outlays of $2.817 million (2014 
is the first year for which budget figures 
are available on the Wesmtount.org web-
site). In total from 2014 to 2022, West-
mount has used $12.785 million of tax-
payers’ money to support Westmount 
Hydro. 

Note: Cash outlays were taken from 
budgets posted on the Westmount.org website. 
Where budgets were modified, f inal numbers 
were used. 

So why Hydro Westmount today? Coun-
cillor Aronson said, “It is to retain control 
of the supply and distribution of electricity 
to Westmount residents” as he would not 
want to be “dependent on M. Legault,” and 
“as a former resident of NDG, I experi-
enced power failure on a regular basis and 
Westmount Hydro assures a steady 
supply.” He also said he “wouldn’t want to 
have to call Hydro Quebec for service 
would rather call Hydro Westmount.” 

I responded “in the 34 years of living in 
Westmount, I have never had to call Hydro 
Westmount,” to which he replied, “that is 
your personal experience.” 

I then asked, “How many calls does 
Westmount Hydro receive a year from resi-
dents? Was it 10 or was it a 1,000?” No one 
in the meeting was able to answer but 
Councillor Shamie did say, “Metrics, would 
be good to have them.” 

In year six of the Smith administration, 
they are now waking up to these ongoing 
substantial losses. Council has recently 
[see June 22, 2021, p. 1] appointed an 11-
person governance council to look at this 
costly operation, to try to find a magical 
solution where likely none exists. 

That is 11 people to oversee the 2022 
$6.55 million Hydro Westmount operating 
budget and the $2.5-million capital expen-
diture budget. Hydro Quebec, a multi-bil-
lion-dollar organization, has a six-person 
governance and social responsibility com-
mittee. 

Hydro Quebec is a well respected utility 
with a robust grid and a deep bench of ex-
perts. It operates at scale and offers the 

low est rates in North America. There is 
rarely, if ever, a need to call them. 

And following on the heels of the cyber -
attack on Westmount’s servers last week, 
how robust are Westmount’s IT systems? 
Going without emails is an inconvenience; 
going without heat or electricity is another 
matter. 

Imagine if hackers had taken down 
Hydro Westmount instead in the dead of 
winter. In today’s world of technologically 
complex systems, wouldn’t one rather have 
Hydro Quebec as one’s preferred provider 
and save millions of dollars in the process? 
Sounds like a win-win. 

Councillor Aronson also said he “would-
n’t want to have to call them when we do 
road repairs. They might not show up or 
could delay the road work.” 

Really? The entire city of Montreal 
works and coordinates with Hydro Que-
bec, but not Westmount. Perhaps there is 
someone on the $27-million Westmount 
payroll who could be empowered to liaise 
with Hydro Quebec. 

Councillor Aronson also said “What do 
I do with this investment? Just turn it 
over?” 

Generally one invests for an eventual 
gain. Here, there is only a cost and no ap-
parent service benefit. Throwing good 
money after bad is generally bad and im-
prudent policy. 

But, no, in typical Westmount style, let’s 
establish another committee. The new gov-
ernance council will likely study and survey 
residents for the next two years, continue 
to lose millions, before it comes to the con-
clusion that is already apparent: West-
mount Hydro doesn’t make sense today. 

The Smith administration says the 
PAYG (pay-as-you-go) capital budget is fis-
cally prudent, even if it means West-
mount’s roads and sidewalks remain defi-
cient. Could [money on Hydro West-
mount] have been better spent on parks, 
roads and sidewalks that are used every day 
by all residents? The ultimate test for any 
administration is: have they improved the 
quality of lives of residents and spent tax-
payer dollars in a cost-effective manner? 

Are the lights on at Westmount city 
hall? 

Janis Kraut, The Boulevard 
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Letters to the editor

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve 

the right to choose and edit them. 
Please limit to 300 words and submit 
before Friday 10 am to be considered 
for publication the following week. 

email us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com
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Another gold medal win 

Interim DG Larue, wife Tsao win Canadian lawn bowling title in Windsor 
By Laureen Sweeney 

City interim director general Michel 
Larue and his wife and bowling partner, 
Songsin Tsao, won the gold medal in the 
2022 Canadian Mixed Pairs Championship 
for lawn bowling, at the end of a nine-game 
round robin held at the Windsor Lawn 
Bowling Club September 12 to 18. 

The pair defeated a British Columbia 
team after working their way up to repre-
sent Quebec where they play at the West-
mount Lawn Bowling and Croquet Club, 
where he is a coach, as well as at the St. 
Lambert Club. 

“Michel is a world-class bowler,” said 
Bruce St. Louis, the Westmount club’s 
former president and the city’s retired 
long-term director general. “He had to 
work his way up to represent Quebec at the 
Canadian championships.” 

Larue is off to Asia soon to play there 
where lawn bowling is a big sport. 

As a 15-year-plus member of Canada’s 
national lawn bowling team and compet-
ing in many open events, Larue has lawn 
bowled competitively since 2003 at more 
than 30 championships and tournaments 
in England, Europe, across the US, Canada 
and Asia including the Commonwealth 
Games in Melbourne and New Delhi. 

Won many other gold, silver medals 

In 2019 alone, before COVID-19 re-
stricted travel, he had told the Independent, 
he won the gold medal for men’s singles 

at the US Open in Sun City, Arizona, 
where he also won silver in fours play and 
was named player of the tournament. The 
same year, he also won gold in triples play 

at the Villa Cup International in Pattaya, 
Thailand. 

Among many other cities in which he 
has competed are Hong Kong, Brisbane, 

Adelaide, New Delhi, Edmonton, Shen -
zhen and Xinxiang (China), Los Angeles, 
and Kuala Lampur.

Michel Larue and Songsin Tsao are in the front row, centre. Photo courtesy of M. Larue.

Police Report 

Burglar flees after breaking into St. Catherine St. residence 
By Martin C. Barry 

A burglar who took advantage of an un-
locked patio sliding door to enter and rob 
a St. Catherine St. dwelling was scared off 
after apparently realizing the owners were-
n’t away as he assumed. 

According to a Montreal police incident 
report, the owners, who were in bed, heard 
some unusual sounds around 1:55 am on 
November 21. While assuming at first that 
it might be their children moving about, 
they eventually decided to call 9-1-1. 

After getting up to see what was going 

on, one of the occupants, a woman, saw a 
male suspect who had entered the dwelling 
and was walking around. 

“The plaintiff screamed,” said Station 
12 community relations officer Adalbert 
Pimentel, adding that the suspect immedi-
ately fled as quickly as he could after real-
izing he was not alone. 

In their account, the plaintiffs furnished 
a description of the suspect. They told an 
investigating officer that they realized they 
had forgotten to close the sliding glass 
patio door when they retired for the night. 

The report noted that the couple’s child -
ren slept through the entire incident. The 
Montreal police’s forensic identification 
unit was called in and found what are be-
lieved to be the footprints of the suspect in 
snow outside, although there were no fin-
gerprints. 

Although he was scared off, the burglar 

managed to steal some banking and per-
sonal identification cards. 

However, an investigator was later able 
to establish that no transactions were com-
pleted with the cards before being can-
celled. 

Items stolen from car 

Sometime between 2:30 and 4 pm on 

November 21, a pair of shoes and a com-
puter tablet were stolen from a vehicle 
parked near the corner of Sherbrooke St. 
and Elm Ave. in Westmount. 

Since no traces of broken glass were 
seen on the ground beneath the vehicle, 
the investigators assume it was unlocked, 
said Cst. Pimentel. 

their families. 
“That environment is simply not the 

best fit for everyone, especially if they want 
to consider expanding their options 
beyond local universities,” he says, adding 
that the Selwyn House pre-u program 
promises small class sizes and a personal-
ized approach tailored to the needs and in-
terests of each student. 

The curriculum will feature a choice of 

three streams to prepare students for 
undergraduate degrees in science/engin-
eering, commerce/business or liberal arts. 
The schedule will resemble that of most 
undergraduate programs. 

“Our dedicated post-secondary counsel-
ors will work with each pre-u student to 
help them reach their preferred university 
program, whether in Quebec, Canada or 
abroad,” says Downey.

Selwyn House, cont’d from p. 1

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to 
choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 words 
and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered 
for publication the following week. email us at: 

editor@westmountindependent.com
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Westmount Square loses five disabled parking spots 
By Jennifer Ball & David Price 

There are no longer any designated dis-
abled parking spots in the upper (P1) park-
ing level at Westmount Square. This upper 
level has direct access to elevators up to the 
retail concourse for wheelchairs and 
walkers, while there is no such access on 
the lower (P2) parking level. 

Up until about eight weeks ago, there 
were five disabled spots, but they have dis-
appeared. The two owners of Westmount 
Square have recently feuded about how 
this upper parking level works, which led 
to a lengthy court judgement that explain -
ed many of the facts below. 

The two owners are Creccal Invest-
ments Ltd., which owns the retail con-
course and the two office towers (1 & 4), 
and Westmount Square Residential Li-
mited Partnership, which owns the two 
towers (2 & 3) of residential units. 

This second entity is itself largely 
owned and controlled by the residential 
owners. Unlike condominium and co-op 
structures with public deeds of real estate 
ownership, these residents buy (and sell) 
shares of the general partner (Westmount 
Square Residential Inc.) of a partnership 
(Westmount Square Residential Limited 
Partnership) that owns the residential por-
tion of the complex. These shares confer 
usage rights to their residential units and 
to parking. 

Creccal owns the lower parking level, 
which has 352 spots. Westmount Square 
Residential LP owns the upper one, with a 
servitude requiring it to provide 35 spots 
to Creccal between 7 am and 7 pm. This 
upper level has a total of 192 spots. 

At least two tensions affect parking on 
the upper parking level. Firstly, a residen-
tially focused entity (Westmount Square 
Residential LP) owns it, but must provide 
35 spots to an office- and retail-focused en-
tity (Creccal). Secondly, 192 spots are not 
enough to accommodate demand easily. 
Westmount Square has 222 residential 
units, each with a right to park anywhere 
on the upper level; some owners of these 
units have more than one vehicle; and 
Creccal has a right to 35 spaces at certain 
times of day. 

Creccal took Westmount Square Resi-
dential LP to court over this servitude, 
which ended with a judgement in Septem-
ber 2021. Among other requests to the 
court, it initially wanted its 35 upper-level 
spaces to be visibly reserved for its users 
and for an additional five spaces to be so 
designated for disabled parking. The court 
rejected both these arguments and af-
firmed that it has a right to only 35 unre-
served spaces in the upper level during the 
specified times, but “without such users 

needing to wait for Residential Users to 
move their cars.” 

Owners comment 

When asked about the current situation, 
Amir Chouyoukh, who is a property man-
ager with Creccal, affirmed that the com-
pany does “not own the P1 [upper level] 
parking … Westmount Square Residential 
Limited [Partnership] does.” 

The Independent asked him: if Creccal 
has access to 35 parking spaces in the upper 
parking level for customers to park, why 
were five recently removed from being dedi-
cated as disabled parking? Chou youkh did 
not want answer on record when the Inde-
pendent was in his office on November 4. 

When asked about the same issue on 
November 16, the general manager of 
Westmount Square Residential LP, Eric La-
pointe, said in French, “…the handicapped 
parking spots? We went to court and the 
judgement is public…” 

Lapointe continued: “I need to give 
them 35 spots… but there is no designa-
tion. I told them they should keep your five 
handicapped outside and I will give you 30 
inside, but they wanted them all inside. 
Creccal needs to decide what to allocate for 
handicapped parking inside.” 

Chouyoukh said Rodney, who works at 
the main information desk, will valet park 
cars for the disabled as an interim solution, 
but this was a surprise to Rodney when the 
Independent asked him on November 9 and 
he said he would do it “on occasion.” 

A 91-year-old man similarly summar-
ized his interaction with him to the Inde-
pendent: “They do not do that but [Rodney 
said] that he would help on the occasion.” 
Rodney did not disclose his surname to the 
newspaper. 

There is also a limit to any valet services 
because Rodney works from 7.30 am until 
3 pm on weekdays and does not work on 
weekends. This was confirmed by West-
mount Square security on November 26. 

While the disabled parking spots came 

up in the court case and judgement, the 
principal issues of the dispute were else-
where, although judge Jeffrey Edwards did 
point to a way that the two owners of West-
mount Square could work together on the 
issue when he said that the court: 

“[222] DECLARES that the Co-owner of 
the Commercial Unit [Creccal] is entitled 
to determine, from amongst its thirty-five 
(35) parking spaces to which it has access 
rights under the Parking Servitude, a 
number that it wishes be used for the pur-
poses of handicap parking by Commercial 
Users on Level P1; 

“[223] DECLARES that Westmount 
Square Residential Limited Partnership is 
entitled under the Deed of Sale to reserve 
and dedicate specific parking spaces situ-
ated on Level P1 that correspond to the 
number determined for the purpose of 
handicap parking for Commercial Users 
by the Co-owner of the Commercial Unit 
[i.e. Creccal] in virtue of the preceding para-
graph.” 

Regulation? 

The judge was, however, unsure how 
this private dispute and the parties’ private 
rights explained in his judgement were af-
fected by regulatory matters: 

“The Court asked both attorneys if their 
submissions had taken into account laws 
and regulations (notably provincial or mu-
nicipal) regarding mandatory parking 
spaces for persons affected by reduced mo-
bility. Both attorneys stated that they had 
not researched that point. The Court there-
fore makes no comment on whether either 
WSRLP, as owner of the Residential Unit, 
or Creccal, as owner of the Commercial 
Unit, may have to modify their parking ar-
rangements for handicap parking in light 
of the relevant laws and regulations that 
might impact either party’s rights.” 

Provincial law 

The office of handicapped persons of 
Quebec, for which Daniel Jean is the direc-

tor-general, explained the law on the 
number of parking spaces to be reserved 
for disabled people in commercial parking 
lots. 

“Prior to 2000, there were no regulatory 
standards regarding the number of spaces 
to be reserved, the design of these spaces 
and their signage. 

“Subject to the information available to 
me, however, municipalities had the auth-
ority to regulate reserved parking spaces 
by area or use within their jurisdiction. 

“This could be done under the Munici-
pal Powers Act and the act respecting land 
use planning and development. However, 
there was no standardized regulation in 
this area,” Jean said. 

The following is extracted from “Park-
ing for Persons with Disabilities – A Prac-
tical Guide for Municipalities,” which was 
published in June 2019 by the office of 
people with disabilities, a government 
agency that helps increase the social par-
ticipation of people with disabilities. 

“The standards for the design of park-
ing spaces are found in the “Building” 
chapter of the Quebec Construction Code 
(CCQ) adopted under the Building Act 
(Quebec 2005b). 

“This chapter came into force on No-
vember 7, 2000. Its provisions do not apply 
retroactively… 

“For a building that has an indoor or 
outdoor parking area with 25 or more 
spaces, the Code requires that at least 1% 
of those spaces and a minimum of one 
space be provided for persons with disabil-
ities.” 

Westmount Square opened in 1967. 

Westmount’s reaction 

Sebastian Samuel from the Communi-
cations department of the city of Westmount 
indicated on November 4 that “the city is in-
vestigating the situation to make sure that 
no infractions have been committed.”

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1



posed new building five feet further away 
to the east as requested in a petition by 
nearby residents of July 14 (see story Au-
gust 23, p. 10). 

“We listened to the neighbours and 
made some changes to the building’s archi-
tecture,” explained Maya Girlando, director 
of development for Groupimmo Élite. 

Other changes involve increasing set-
backs on Hillside Ave. across from St. Mar-
garet’s seniors’ residence, moving the gar-
age door back to the same level as the one 
at 11 Hillside and adding an opening for 
visibility as well as removing stone around 
the garage entrance. This modified sub-
mission to the city was the first one rec-
ommended for city council approval by the 
city’s Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) 
at a special meeting of its design review 
committee October 18. 

The next step in the SCAOPI process is 
a public consultation meeting. 

Variances from by-law 

Variances from the current zoning By-
law 1303 listed in the council resolution in-
clude an allowable height of six storeys in-
cluding one above the roof structure for 
mechanical equipment, as well as a floor-
area ratio of 3.7 percent (compared to 2.0) 
and a site ratio of 83 percent (compared to 
65 percent). Also added was the one to in-

crease the setback of the new building’s 
south wall facing Hillside Ave. at a distance 
of six feet from the sidewalk to allow for 
more vegetation and a wider driveway. 

Conditions to the issuance of a permit 
include the relocation of Hydro West-
mount’s transformers (now at the north 
wall of the building) and provision for 

space for them in the basement if required. 
There also must be evidence that “best ef-
forts” have been made to achieve “silver” 
certification in LEED (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design). 
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514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 
REFERRED FOR A REASON!!

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 

514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

Montreal Family Photographer 
In Studio + At Home 

Capturing Authentic Family Moments 
438 300-1035 www.maryamsoutham.com 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Empowering you to meet 
your educational goals 

Mary Ann Farley 
Master of Education, 
Harvard University 

Certi ed in English, French, 
Technology and Coaching 

All levels. (Elementary, 
high school, CEGEP, adult ed) 

514-895-4769 or 
mfarley.edm@gmail.com

Hillside, cont’d from p. 1

This latest rendering of the proposed 1-3 Hillside 
project shows a view of its south façade along 
Hillside Ave. as submitted last week by the de-
veloper.

Public meeting 
A public consultation meeting is to 

take place Tuesday, December 13 at 7 
pm at city hall and on the city’s web-
site.

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906
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514-383-4977 
Att: Michael 

WWW.LAZARRENTALS.COM

1 MONTH 
FREE 
CONDITIONS 
APPLY

BROKERS PROTECTED

Public Security, winter sports sign-up spared, library hard hit 

City internet shut down by cyberattack 
By Laureen Sweeney 

By press time Friday, November 25 
about half the city’s email had been re-
stored after cyberattack “pirates” hacked 
into it over the November 19-20 weekend. 
The update came from Mayor Christina 
Smith, who also confirmed that not all the 
servers had been hacked but would not dis-
close whether a ransom had been sought. 

The cyberattack shut down city email 
access through westmount.org and also af-
fected some telephone lines linked to 
them. By Friday however, it was reported 
that things appeared to be “slowly coming 
back.” The city website continued to oper-
ate. 

The identity of the hackers, if known, 
has not yet been revealed “due to the crimi-
nal extent of damage.” 

The city’s Public Security Unit was not 
affected in its phone requests for emerg-

ency response, according to its assistant 
director Kimberley Colquhoun. 

The library, however, was reportedly one 
of the hardest hit, leaving people without 
the ability to obtain material online and 
has been asking that borrowed material 
not be immediately returned until further 
notice. Staff was on duty and people were 
able to use many services. 

A message on the city’s website an-
nounced that the city’s IT department was 
working with hired specialists in cyber se-
curity “to determine the extent of the attack 
and restore systems as quickly as possible.” 
It did, however, leave many computers 
locked down and employees unable to ac-
cess previous work. 

While the city’s website was still oper-
ating, some recent information expected 
to have been posted on it appeared not to 
have been. This included the recording of 
the YouTube proceedings of the council 
meeting, but whose webinar functioned as 
usual Monday, November 21. 

“Fortunately,” the winter online regis-
tration for Sports and Recreation, which 
opened November 22, was unaffected 
since it is managed through the outside 
firm of PD Solutions, said department di-

rector Dave Lapointe. 

Not everything affected 

As well, he said, while he was able to 
use his computer, he could not access 
stored information. “Usually when the pi-
rates attack, they get everything, but in our 
case, they didn’t get everything. Some 
servers were unaffected.” 

The cyberattack resulted in a notice 
from the Finance department  saying that 
because it is unable to process bills at this 
time “we ask for your patience.” Once  sys-
tems have been secured, payments would 
be processed “quickly.” 

Mayor Christina Smith who was out of 
town at the time, added this message to 
the one on the city’s website saying: “I want 
to tell all Westmounters that our teams are 
working seriously and diligently to remedy 
this situation and we will keep you in-
formed.” 

As a result, the council meeting, No-
vember 21, was chaired by Councillor Con-
rad Peart as pro-mayor and conducted 
from paper agendas. It was somewhat 
reminiscent of a dimly lit emergency coun-
cil meeting carried on during the ice storm 
of 1998, when typewriters were used. 

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Tim Ngo 
Cell.: 514 999-2918 
Bur.: 514 333-3000 

I can serve you in 
French, English, Chinese 

(Mandarin, Cantonese, and 
Chaozhou) and Vietnamese.

courtier immobilier certifié

Remax 3000 inc 
Agence immobilière 

9280 boul. de l’Acadie 
H4N 3C6

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to 
choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 words 
and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered 
for publication the following week. email us at: 

editor@westmountindependent.com
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How to celebrate the holidays 
away from home 

A popular Christmas song attests 
“there’s no place like home for the 
holidays.” For many people, a truer 
statement couldn’t be uttered. But 
sometimes life gets in the way of an old-
fashioned holiday spent at home. 

There are a number of reasons why 
individuals may not be able to spend the 
holidays at home. Active military service 
people may not be able to leave their 
posts to travel home. Some students 
studying abroad or even far away 
domestically may find getting back to 
their homes can be time- and cost-
prohibitive. Some people may not be 
home for the holidays because work 
obligations keep them out of town, or 
because they have planned vacations to 
serve as non-traditional holiday 
celebrations. 

Being away from some familiar sights 
and sounds of the holidays doesn’t mean 
celebrations should be any less special. 
Here are tips for celebrating away from 
home. 
• Find people in similar situations. 
Chances are you will not be the only 
person away from home, particularly if 
you are a student or someone on a 
business venture. Connect with others 
who are away from their families and do 
something together for the holidays. 
• Partake of local traditional activities. 
You may be used to baking sugar cookies 
for the holidays, but in a foreign country, 
the locals may make another type of 
dessert. Figure out how the locals 
celebrate the holidays and then take part 
in any way you can. 

• Volunteer your time. If you will be away 
or alone for the holidays, volunteer your 
time to help the less fortunate. Deliver 
meals to those who are not able to leave 
home, like seniors, or volunteer at a soup 
kitchen. Visit a children’s hospital and 
deliver small gifts. 
• Engage in virtual fun. Connect with 
people at home through the power of 
digital technology. Video conferencing 
services connect people who can’t be 
together in person. Utilize these apps 
and services to remote into a holiday 
dinner or when loved ones open gifts. 
• Cook up your favourites. Evoke 
traditional holiday celebrations by 
cooking the foods you would normally 
enjoy at home. Those tastes and smells 
can transport you back to grandma’s 
kitchen or dad’s living room. 
• Stay off of social media. Being away 
from home during the holidays can be 
challenging, and that challenge can be 
even greater if you see photo after photo 
on social media of people you know 
spending time with their friends and 
loved ones. Tune out of your social feeds 
for a few days. 
• Invite others to you. Maybe you don’t 
have the means of getting home, but you 
can bring those at home to you. Find out 
if anyone can plan a road trip, train ride 
or flight to where you are and then enjoy 
the holidays together. 

Being away from home during the 
holidays may not be ideal. However, 
there are plenty of ways to maintain your 
holiday spirit when celebrating in 
unfamiliar surroundings.
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GORSKI Montréal: 1355 Avenue Greene, Westmount
@GorskiMontreal | GorskiMontreal.com 

Magasinez aussi chez Neiman Marcus et à NeimanMarcus.com

Thursday, December 1 through Saturday, December 3

Notre Événement 
Amis et Voisins, Friends and Neighbours
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en plus de
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Du jeudi 1 décembre au samedi 3 décembre
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How to travel safely this holiday season 
The US’s Transportation Security 

Adminis trators screened more than 
1.3 million people on January 3, 2021 at 
airport security checkpoints across the 
United States. That was the largest 
number of travellers the TSA had seen 
since March 15, 2020, which was just 
four days after the World Health 
Organization declared a pandemic. 
Airports and other transportation hubs 
are now as crowded as ever, as the world 
has largely opened up and vaccinations 
have helped people feel more confident 
about travelling. 

With millions once again returning to 
the roads, rails and skies to celebrate the 
holidays with friends and family, it is 
once again prudent to go over safety tips 
that pertain to holiday-related travel. 
Follow these guidelines when heading 
home for the holidays. 

Make your home secure 

Travel safety begins before you even 
step outside your door. It means securing 
the home and any belongings inside and 
protecting them from thieves who prey 
upon holiday travellers. Burglaries tend 
to rise in both the summer months and 
during the holidays, when homes are 

more likely to be vacant. Ask a neighbour 
to keep an eye on the property and report 
any suspicious activity. Install a home 
alarm and activate it. Utilize a video 
doorbell, which can be answered 
remotely. Don’t post travel plans on 
social media, and be sure your home 
looks occupied while you’re away. 

Practice safe air travel 

Airports are busy at all times of the 
year, but particularly so during the 
holiday season. Guard belongings by 
keeping an eye on your luggage and 
other bags at all times, even after 
boarding the plane. If you will be 
bringing a tablet, laptop or another 
expensive device onto the plane, put it on 
the x-ray belt last, so the device will not 
be out in the open for too long. Keep 
close to young children so they cannot 
wander off and get lost. 

Prepare for vehicle travel 

If you’re driving, get an oil change if it 
is due or close to it. Have an emergency 
kit packed into the car that includes road 
breakdown tools, flares, blankets, water, 
and snacks. 

Avoid distractions while on the road 

and depart after getting plenty of rest. 
Designate a sober driver to get everyone 
home after drinking at a party where 
alcohol is being served. 

It’s cold, icy and snowy in most areas 
during the holidays. Roads can be 
slippery and conditions suboptimal. 
Leave extra time, drive slowly and avoid 
driving until roads have been treated. 

Keep gifts out of sight 

When transporting gifts to and from 

home, including shopping for presents, 
keep items away from curious eyes. 
Packages should be kept in a locked 
trunk or in a covered cargo area. 
Consider shipping items to their 
destinations (and insure the packages) 
to avoid running the risk of gifts being 
lost or stolen en route. 

These are just a few ways to keep 
safe when travelling for the holiday 
season. Keep merry and bright by 
avoiding theft and injury.
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Reserve your fresh,
grain-fed turkey
for the holidays

Your neighbourhood health food store

Fresh, 
local, 

organic 
food

330A 
Victoria 

514-369-1888

Serving Westmount since 2009

Warm up with a rich, 
chocolate beverage 

Nothing beats sipping a hot, soothing 
beverage after a day of choosing the 
perfect Christmas tree or lobbing 
snowballs in the backyard. Teas, hot 
toddies, coffees and mulled ciders 
certainly can fit the bill, but a mug of 
rich hot chocolate is a holiday season 
staple. 

Hot chocolate can be whipped up 
quickly from pre-made packets, but 
many such packets are loaded with sugar. 
Chocolate lovers should have a reliable 
hot chocolate recipe to lean on when 
the moment is right. This recipe for 
“Real hot chocolate” from “Chocolate” 
(Parragon) by the editors of Love 
Food is sure to please. 

Real Hot Chocolate 

Serves 1 to 2 
11⁄2 ounces semisweet chocolate, 

broken into pieces 
11⁄4 cups milk 
Chocolate curls to decorate 

Place the chocolate in a large, 
heatproof pitcher. Place the milk in a 
heavy-bottom saucepan and bring to a 
boil. Pour about one-quarter of the milk 

onto the chocolate and leave until 
the chocolate has softened. 

Whisk the milk and chocolate 
mixture until smooth. Return the 
remaining milk to the heat and return 
to a boil, then pour onto the chocolate, 
whisking constantly. 

Pour into warmed mugs or cups 
and top with the chocolate curls. 
Serve immediately.



Wrap up this app at your holiday cocktail party 
Cocktail parties feature prominently 

on social schedules each holiday season. 
Such get-togethers are convenient 
because the foods and beverages served 
are designed to be small and portable. 
That can save any holiday host time in 
the kitchen. 

There may be plenty of prepared 
foods in the grocer’s freezer that can be 
served for gatherings, but the taste of 
easy, homemade offerings can mingle 
with the time-savers when guests arrive. 
“Bacon-wrapped goat cheese stuffed 

dates” are an easily prepared appetizer 
that pairs sweet with savoury. Even 
better, these morsels are delicious served 
warm out of the oven or can be eaten at 
room temperature when late-arriving 
guests stroll in. 

Wrap up cocktail party spreads with 
this recipe, courtesy of “Spectacular 
Spreads: 50 Amazing Food Spreads 
for Any Occasion” (Rock Point) by 
Meagan Brown. 

Bacon-wrapped 
goat cheese stuffed dates 

Makes 16 
16 pitted dates 
8 thin slices bacon, halved 
4 ounces creamy goat cheese 
Toothpicks 
Hot honey, for garnishing 
Chopped fresh parsley, for garnishing 

Preheat the oven to 350°F. Lightly 
grease a rimmed baking sheet with 
nonstick cooking spray. Set aside. 

If your dates are not already pitted, 
slice the dates lengthwise on one side, 
but not all the way through, to create an 
opening. Remove the pit. 

Using a teaspoon measure, fill the 
cavity of each date with a heaping tea -
spoon of the goat cheese and then gently 
press the sides together to close a bit. 

Wrap each date with a half slice of 
bacon and secure with a toothpick. 
Arrange on the prepared baking sheet. 

Bake for 15 to 20 minutes, turning the 
dates halfway through so the bacon is 
evenly cooked. Transfer to a serving 
platter and drizzle with the hot honey. 
Garnish with the parsley. Serve warm or 
at room temperature.

GG-6 – WESTMOUNT GIFT GUIDE – November 29, 2022

Two long established Montreal eye care practices 
Harry Toulch Optometrists and VISION 2120 have 

come together to create Optik Avenue Optometrists 

• EYE EXAMS – We o er the latest in eye 
imaging technology. 

• LENSES – We o er genuine Varilux, Crizal, 
Transitions and Blue Filter lenses. We carry 
a wide range of contact lens prescriptions. 

• BRANDS – Designer brands to vintage 
collections you can definitely find your 
perfect fit at Optik Avenue. We carry 
Ray-Ban, Lunor, Lindberg, Moscot, 
Tom Ford, Celine, Oliver Peoples, Loewe, 
Saint Laurent and many other fine brands.

Come visit us 
See what you’ve been missing! 
4148 St. Catherine St. W. corner Greene, Westmount 

Book your eye exam today!
514-937-0446 – info@optikavenue.com

4916 Sherbrooke St. W., Westmount 514 481-1560 
campbellpictureframing@gmail.com – campbellpictureframing.com

WE SPECIALIZE IN: 

• Custom framing • Installations
• Restoration of oil paintings 
and frames • Conservation 

framing • Laminations

Warmest Holiday Wishes to all our friends & customers
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Spread 
the sparkle

1350 Greene Ave. 514.935.8389 @emma_boutique

Deck the Halls 
“Deck the Halls” often conjures the 

festive atmosphere of the holiday season. 
The English-language lyrics to “Deck 
the Halls” were written by the Scottish 
musician Thomas Oliphant in 1862, 
and the song many people know today 
is a traditional Christmas carol. 
However, the Welsh melody that is 
part of the song can be traced to the 
16th century and a song called 
“Nos Galan.” That song is not about 
Christmas, but rather New Year’s Eve. 

“Deck the Halls” 
Deck the halls with boughs of holly, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 
‘Tis the season to be jolly, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 
Don we now our gay apparel, 
Fa la la, la la la, la la la. 
Toll the ancient Yule tide carol, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 
See the blazing Yule before us, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 
Strike the harp and join the chorus. 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 
Follow me in merry measure, 
Fa la la, la la la, la la la. 
While I tell of Yule tide treasure, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 
Fast away the old year passes, 

Fa la la la la, la la la la. 
Hail the new, ye lads and lasses, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la. 
Sing we joyous, all together, 
Fa la la, la la la, la la la. 
Heedless of the wind and weather, 
Fa la la la la, la la la la.. 

English lyrics written by Thomas Oliphant 
Lyrics courtesy of LyricsforChristmas.com
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How to make Christmas Eve special for kids 
Christmas Eve is viewed differently 

by different people, even those who live 
under the same Santa-ready roof. 

Adults may see Christmas Eve as 
crunch time when they must prepare 
food for the next day or set up presents 
for their children to open in the 
morning. Children, on the other 
hand, are focused on Santa’s visit and 
little else. 

Parents naturally want to make 
Christmastime as special as possible 
for their children, and that may involve 
ensuring that Christmas Eve is just as 
memorable as Christmas Day. 

The following are some ways to 
impart more magic into Christmas 
Eve celebrations. 

Attend Mass at midnight 

Practising Christians celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ on Christmas. 
On Christmas Eve, churches often 
hold celebrations that may include 
late-evening or midnight masses that 
celebrate the birth of Christ when the 
calendar switches over to December 25. 
While it does make for a late night, it 
can be thought provoking for kids and 
a unique experience unlike any other. 

Bake fresh cookies 

Children like to leave out a plate of 
cookies and a glass of milk for Santa. 
That makes Christmas Eve a perfect 
time to whip up a fresh batch of cookies. 
Explore different recipes to come up with 

a unique offering each year. 

Read a Christmas story 

Watching television or looking at a 
tablet or mobile phone before bed can 
be too stimulating when it’s time for 

children to wind down for bed. Choose a 
holiday tale or tales that can be read as a 
Christmas Eve bedtime story. Reciting 
the poem “A Visit from St. Nicholas 
(‘Twas the Night Before Christmas)” 
is a great way to set the Christmas 
Eve mood. 

Make a batch of ‘reindeer dust’ 

Why should Santa’s reindeer be left 
out when it comes to receiving treats? 
Reindeer dust, made from a combination 
of oatmeal, rice cereal, dried fruits, and 
glitter (if desired), is purported to attract 
Santa’s reindeer and provide them a 
nibble at the same time. Plus, it’s 
generally safe for other animals in 
the yard to eat.  

Go caroling 

Caroling may not be the norm, but 
some families may want to revive it. 
Close-knit communities can organize 
family-centric caroling opportunities 
and roam the cul-de-sacs and other 
pedestrian-friendly areas singing 
popular songs. 

Christmas Eve is a great time to 
embrace various traditions that help to 
make the season even more special.

Reserve your fresh,
grain-fed turkey
for the holidays

Your neighbourhood health food store

Fresh, 
local, 

organic 
food

330A 
Victoria 

514-369-1888

Serving Westmount since 2009
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Shop Local This 
Holiday Season 

The 
Perfect 
Gift... 

The Ultimate 
in Fine Lingerie

Gift Certificates 
Available 

Monday-Friday 10-6 
Saturday 10-5 

4861 Sherbrooke St. 

514-484-5656 
www.courvalfinelingerie.com 
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Drop by and visit Westmount’s go-to 
fashion accessories boutique. 

We have you covered, from socks, tights, 
hosiery & loungewear to lingerie. 

We also carry your favourite hair accessories, 
jewellery and have trendy gift ideas.

1357 Greene Ave 
514-931-4980

GIFT CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE
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Tips for travelling with gifts in tow 
“There’s no place like home for the 

holidays.” The popular Christmas tune 
says it best, and millions of people 
support that notion every year by 
heading back to their hometowns to 
spend the holidays with friends and 
family. 

The US Bureau of Transportation 
Statistics points out that the US Thanks -
giving and Christmas/New Year’s 
holiday periods are some of the busiest 
times for long-distance travel. Around 
Thanksgiving, the number of trips to 
and from a destination 50 miles or more 
away increases by 54 percent. During the 
December holiday period, the number 
rises by 23 percent. 

When travelling for the holidays, 
suitcases and other baggage tends to be 
filled with gifts, decorations and other 
items like food. Packing for travel can 
become a little more complicated during 
this time of year. But these suggestions 
can help ensure holiday items make it 
there and back relatively easily. 

Wrap them there 

One way to preserve the integrity of 
holiday gifts and ensure they look 
attractive rather than crushed or ripped 

is to wrap items when you arrive. Build 
extra time into holiday travel so that you 
arrive a day or two early. Seek out a quiet 
spot and get your wrapping done. 

Ship there or back 

Depending on your mode of travel, 
there may be limited cargo space in the 
trunk or back of the SUV. Also, if you’re 
taking a long road trip that involves rest 
stops or even staying over at a hotel, 
gifts left in a vehicle may attract the 
attention of thieves. Lugging them into 
the hotel may not be practical, either. In 
addition, many airlines charge fees for 
extra baggage, which can quickly add up 
with bulky holiday gifts. Instead, ship 
gifts to their destination, trying to plan 
accordingly so that someone will be 
there to receive them when they arrive. 
Pick a shipping rate that fits your 
budget. 

Make a ‘small gift’ pact 

Speak with family members and 
agree to a set gift size (and/or dollar 
value). A theme, such as limiting gifts to 
gift cards, perfume/cologne or food, can 
make this more manageable. Try to 
avoid delicate items that can break 

during transit. Small gifts are easily 
stashed in luggage or boxes to bring 
home, saving everyone a little stress. 

Remove packaging and wrapping 

While they may not look as pristine as 
carefully wrapped boxes, wrap soft 
clothing items right in wrapping paper 
or tissue paper to save on space so gifts 
will take up less space. On the return 
trip home, break down clothing boxes 
and remove toys from their packaging 
for transport. 

Bring along an empty piece of luggage 

Much like on vacation, you’ll probably 
return home with a few more items than 
you arrived with during the holidays. 
Plan ahead with an empty piece of 
luggage for stowing the new gifts. Nest 
soft or foldable items into other gifts to 
save on space. Shirts rolled into shoes 
can save significant space. 

Millions of people travel for the 
holidays. A plan to get gifts to and fro 
can make trips go smoothly.
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Collange
L I N G E R I E

1379 ave. Greene 
Westmount 

514 285-8525

Tahini-glazed carrots 

Serves 4 
Active time: 10 minutes 
Total time: 35 minutes 

By Adeena Sussman 

More than any other veggie dish in my 
repertoire, this is the one people request 
again and again. This recipe originally ap-
peared in my mini-but-mighty Tahini cook-
book in 2016, but once I moved to Israel, I 
made a few changes, like eliminating 
butter and swapping in olive oil, that re-
flect the way I cook here. If you can find 
multi-coloured carrots, great, and if you 
can find thinner farmers’ market–style 
ones, even better. If your carrots are on the 
larger side, cut them lengthwise so no 
piece is more than half an inch thick; this 
softens them up in preparation for their 
deliciously sweet, lemony tahini glaze. The 
recipe purposely makes a generous 
amount of dressing, because you’ll want to 
put it on everything, from cold noodles to 
fish and any roasted veggie under the sun. 
I recommend doubling or even tripling 
this recipe; the carrots shrink, but people’s 
appetite for them never does. If you do 
multiply, make sure to use more baking 
sheets so the carrots roast, not steam. The 
carrots are just as good, if not better, at 
room temperature, making them perfect 
sit-around buffet food. 
Carrots 14 to 16 (1½ pounds total) 

thin carrots, peeled and trimmed 
2 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil 

½ teaspoon kosher salt, plus more 
to taste 

½ teaspoon ground cumin 

Tahini glaze (Makes 1 cup) 
⅓ cup extra-virgin olive oil 
¼ cup pure tahini paste 
¼ cup freshly squeezed lemon juice 
3 tablespoons silan 
2 tablespoons water, or more as needed 
½ teaspoon fine sea salt 
¼ teaspoon cayenne pepper 

Roast the carrots: Preheat the oven to 
425°F. Arrange the carrots on a large rim -
med baking sheet and drizzle with the olive 
oil. Sprinkle with the salt and cumin, shake 
the pan to coat the carrots, and roast them, 
turning once midway through, until they 
have softened and their edges are golden, 
25 to 27 minutes. 

Make the tahini glaze: While the carrots 
are roasting, whisk the olive oil, tahini, 
lemon juice, silan, water, salt, and cayenne 
in a medium bowl until smooth and pour-
able, adding an additional tablespoon of 
water if necessary. 

Remove the carrots from the oven, 
trans fer them to a serving platter, and 
drizzle them with the tahini glaze. Using 
tongs, gently toss to coat. 
Recipe from Sababa: Fresh Sunny Flavors 

From My Israeli Kitchen. 
© Adeena Sussman and Avery Books. 

See p. 22 in the f irst section of this edition 
for an interview with Adeena Sussman. 

[p23 photo, no caption] Photo by Dan Perez
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June-July transfers: 

$21M – A new record for Westmount! 

Note: The following article relates to the reg-
istration of deeds of sale for Westmount prop-
erty in June and July 2022, gleaned from city 
and non-city sources. A list of sales can be 
found on p. 17. 

A new chapter unfolded in West-
mount’s real estate history last summer, as 
the huge mansion at 4 Surrey Gardens be-
came the highest-priced residential sale in 
Westmount’s history. See p. 1 for photo.

The mid-June sale is shrouded in mys-
tery but sported a price of $20,970,000, ac-
cording to the title deed, after being com-
pletely renovated by Arie Benchetrit, who 
had controlled the house since 2012 under 
the auspices of “Arie Benchetrit Alter Ego 
Trust.” 

The price tops the sale of 12-14 Sunny-
side in November last year when it sold for 
$18,500,000. At least two houses in West-
mount are on the market now asking 
$25,000,000. Another just outside West-
mount’s eastern border is still looking for 
$35,000,000, having been on the market 
for more than two years. 

The sale was one of four extra sales re-

vealed in the list of transfer duties pro-
duced by the city in a list that includes 
mostly registrations for the month of July. 

In July, then, another trust managed to 
sell 565-65B Victoria Ave. for just over $4 
million, the only residence to sell in the 
$3-million-plus range in July. That house 
was a former livery stable for a large (now-
demolished) mansion at the corner of Côte 
St. Antoine Rd; with a “carriage house” at 
the back including an upstairs apartment. 
It had been owned in the Casgrain family 
for many years up to 2006, and has been 
owned by Aleva Capital Trust since 2013. 

Another June sale of note is the old 
Royal Bank building at the corner of St. 
 Catherine St. and Greene Ave. that had 
been owned for years by local antiquarian 
Henrietta Antony (whose name is en-
graved over the front door), which had 
been in the hands of a numbered company 
since 2014, but brought only $2,625,000 
while evaluated for $3,991,000, the only 
mark-down from its 2020 evaluation in this 
group of sales. 

(It might be suggested that the agglom-

eration valuation department, seeing the 
sale price just as it was ready to publish the 
2023 municipal roll, quickly slashed the 
valuation to $2,900,000…and increased the 
2023 tax value of 4 Surrey Gardens from 
$6,305,700 to a whopping $17,876,000, or 
almost triple. Most of the neighbouring 
valuations were increased 21 or 22 percent 
(see story, October 25, p. SL-14 & SL-16). 

The July sales volume – 12 residential 
sales – was considerably lower than in 
June, when 21 sales were tallied, but ac-
tually up one from the May figure and up 
five from the same month a year ago. Half 
of the sales involved prices lower than $2 
million but the average price of the sales 
was $2,137,625, which is actually the lowest 
average price since the same month in 
2021, though the average mark-up over 
valuation was close to the averages both in 
July this year and last year. 

Recall that for June we had already re-
ported sales of 30 Surrey Gardens 
($6,000,000) and 10 Braeside Place 
($7,400,000), which, when added to the 
$20,970,000 price at 4 Surrey Gardens 

causes an average over $3.5 million, so 
comparisons become meaningless. Still, 
so far in 2022 we have seen 95 sales aver-
aging $2,782,221, which is some 11 percent 
higher than the average for all of 2021. 

Through July of this year there have 
been no residential sales under $1 million, 
though only one sold under $1 million in 
2021.
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Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

JOSEPH MAROVITCH 
Courtier Immobilier/Real Estate Broker 

Residential / Commercial since 2009

Remax Action Inc – 1225 Greene Ave. Westmount

5 1 4 - 8 2 5 - 8 7 7 1  
j o s e p h m a ro v i t c h re a l e s t a t e . c o m  

FOR A CONFIDENTIAL CONSULTATION 
& MARKET EVALUATION CALL:

“NO DRAMA, JUST AIM & PRO-ACTIVE SINGLE MINDED GOAL 
 TO BUY & SELL FOR BEST TERMS AND PRICE

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

 Grosvenor, biggest mark-up in July, 85 percent. 4192 St. Catherine, Commercial property sold in June for $2,625,000.

379 Prince Albert, lowest mark-up in July, 8.6 per-
cent.

115 Blenheim Place, lowest price in July, 
$1,200,000.
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REAL ESTATE BROKER
TINA BAER

514.603.9870
tbaer@profusion.global

profusion.global

582 CH. DE LA CÔTE-ST-ANTOINE | WESTMOUNT | $ 1,895,00068 RUE GLENMORE | HAMPSTEAD | $ 3,595,000

OUR NETWORKS

540 AV. ROSLYN | WESTMOUNT | $ 5,995,000 3150 PLACE DE RAMEZAY, APP. 302-2 | VILLE-MARIE  | $ 2,495,000  | $ 9,400 /MONTH

9 AV. ROXBOROUGH | WESTMOUNT | $ 18,000,000

Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in July 2022 
Address                                                    Vendor                                                                                                                           Price                         2020 Val                        Ratio (%) 
509 Argyle                                                  Margaret Ann Griffin                                                                                              $1,777,500                      $1,548,300                              14.8% 
115 Blenheim                                            Sarah Anne Day                                                                                                      $1,200,000                         $821,900                              46.0% 
55 Chesterfield                                          John Robert Harris & Natalie Gendron                                                                 $2,375,000                      $1,609,700                              47.5% 
132b Clandeboye                                       Martha Richardson-Duffield                                                                                  $1,900,000                      $1,450,000                              31.0% 
580 Côte St. Antoine                                 Danielle Miller Olofsson & Eric Oiuimet                                                              $1,920,000                      $1,420,000                              35.2% 
489 Grosvenor                                           Jeremie Bitton & Nicole Yanofsky                                                                          $2,405,000                      $1,300,000                              85.0% 
45 Holton                                                  Robert Blais & Susan Kudzman                                                                             $2,370,000                      $1,702,800                              39.2% 
430 Metcalfe                                              Daniella Schwartz                                                                                                   $2,585,000                      $1,740,600                              48.5% 
636 Murray Hill                                         Donald Sheppard & Cara Tannenbaum                                                                $2,485,000                      $1,583,300                              57.0% 
379 Prince Albert                                       estate Ann Balfour Kirk                                                                                           $1,249,000                      $1,150,300                                8.6% 
565-65B Victoria                                        Adeva Capital Trust                                                                                                $4,095,000                      $2,847,900                              43.8% 
38 York                                                       Barrie Howells                                                                                                        $1,290,000                         $842,300                              53.2% 

OTHER SINGLE-FAMILY 
3488 Holton (April)                                   Judith Sarah Litvack                                                                                                $2,600,000                     $1,634,300¹                              59.1% 
4 Surrey Gardens (June)                           Arie Benchetrit Alter Ego Trust                                                                            $20,970,000                     $6,305,700²                            232.6% 
431 Victoria (June)                                    Paul Marchand                                                                                                       $1,900,000                      $1,352,300                              40.5% 

OTHER 
4192 St. Catherine  (June)                        876304 Canada Inc.                                                                                                $2,625,000                     $3,991,400³                             -34.2% 

¹Valuation is a combination of $1,242,100 in Montreal, $392,200 in Westmount. 
²2023 Valuation increased to $17,876,800. 
³2023 Valuation decreased to $2,900,000.
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Centre Greene’s Treats & Treasures showcases arts and crafts 
By Martin C. Barry 

After almost a quarter-century of host-
ing Treats & Treasures, Centre Greene wel-
comed back hundreds of friends and sup-
porters of the arts and crafts on November 
19 for this year’s fundraising event. 

According to Erica Bloom, a long-time 
Centre Greene board member who coor-
dinated the volunteers, a record number 
of crafters – around 30 – took part. 

“We are happy to support local artisans 
as well as those who represent organiza-
tions with charitable mandates,” she said. 

While some of the new artisans included 
a native bead jeweller, back again were 
Jimmy and Maria with Peruvian knits, Janet 
with finger puppets and whimsical figures, 
and Tina with Egyptian-style pickles. 

Empty Bowls, an important feature of 
Treats & Treasures year after year, brought 

together the creations of potters from 
across Quebec, who donated bowls to be 
purchased for $25. 

Along with the bowl came a piece of 
Irish soda bread, a jar of Centre Greene’s 
famous home-made soup and a piece of 
fruit. 

Funds raised through Empty Bowls will 
be supporting Centre Greene’s Seniors 
lunch program. All proceeds from Treats 
& Treasures will be benefiting a range of 
programs at Centre Greene. 

Westmounters Jane Nelson and Sherrill 
Musty launched their new Mum’s Nuts, 
from their mother’s original recipe, during 
this year’s event. 

“This is a family tradition that my 
mother, Alice, started for Thanksgiving 
and Christmas,” Jane explained. “She 
would do the slow roasting in butter and 
then add salt at the end. Then she would 

hide them for us to find.” 
The sisters have registered a company 

and developed a business plan. They hope 

to promote and sell Mum’s Nuts on social 
media, as well as through strategic place-
ment in boutiques at Montreal-area hotels.

PUBLIC NOTICE / PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING 
To all persons interested by the first draft of resolution No. 2022-11-290 adopted 
under By-law No. 1489 entitled “By-law concerning specific construction, alteration 
or occupancy proposals for an immovable (S.C.A.O.P.I.) of the City of Westmount”, 
regarding the building at 1-3 Hillside Avenue, on lot 4 142 847 of the Québec 
cadaster (hereinafter the “Immovable”). 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given of the following: 

That at its regular sitting held on Monday, November 21, 2022, Council adopted 1.
by resolution the first draft of resolution No. 2022-11-290 in order to permit, for 
the Immovable, a variance to By-law No. 1303 entitled “Zoning By-law”. 

That the purpose of the first draft resolution consists in permitting: 2.

a. notwithstanding the maximum height of three (3) storeys permitted for a 
building appearing in the physical and spatial specifications grid for the Zone 
R6-34-14 of the zoning plan, a building with a maximum height of 6 storeys 
(including the storey of the above-roof structure for mechanical equipment 
and for roof access); 

b. notwithstanding the imposed dimension of 35’-0’’ for the maximum height of 
a building appearing in the physical and spatial specifications grid for Zone 
R6-34-14 of the zoning plan, a building with a maximum height of 77’-0’’; 

c. notwithstanding the maximum floor area ratio of 2 allowed in the physical and 
spatial specifications grid for Zone R6-34-14 of the zoning plan, a floor area 
ratio of 3.7; 

d. notwithstanding the maximum site ratio of 65% permitted in the physical and 
spatial specifications grid for Zone R6-34-14 of the zoning plan, a site ratio of 
83%; 

e. the placement of the front wall (facing Hillside Avenue) at a minimum distance 
of 6’-0” from the front lot line and the placement of the underground parking 
lot at a distance of up to 0’-0” from said front lot line, whereas an open space 
of 10’-0” is required between the building line on Hillside Avenue and the front 
lot line; 

f. the placement of front stairs (facing Hillside Avenue) up to 0’-0’’ from the front 

lot line, whereas a minimum distance of 6’-0’’ from the front lot line is required; 

g. the placement of the building at a minimum distance of 8’-0’’ (at the rear wall 
of the turret) from the rear lot line and at a minimum distance of 11’-0’’ (at the 
main rear wall) from said rear lot line, whereas a minimum open space of 35’-
0’’ is required in the case of a rear wall of more than 45’-0’’; 

h. a minimum percentage of vegetated area of 41% in the rear yard, while 
vegetated areas must occupy at least 60% of the rear yard area; 

i.  a minimum percentage of planted area of 63% in the front yard, whereas 
planted areas must occupy at least 70% of the front yard area; 

j.  a driveway with a maximum width of 18’-2’’, while the maximum driveway 
width is 10’-0’’. 

That a public consultation meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 13, 2022, 3.
at 7:00 p.m., in the Council Chamber of Westmount City Hall located at 4333 
Sherbrooke Street West. The meeting will be broadcasted live on the City’s 
website. 

The link for the meeting will be available at the following address: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87678546245

During this meeting, the Mayor, or another member of Council that she will have 
designated, will explain the first draft resolution and will hear every person 
wishing to be heard. 

The first draft of resolution No. 2022-11-290 contains provisions making it subject 4.
to approval by way of referendum and it concerns the zone R6-34-14 in which 
the Immovable is located. The sketch of the concerned zone can be consulted 
at City Hall or on the website of the City at the following address: 

https://westmount.org/plan-de-zonage/

Any interested person may consult the first draft resolution and obtain copies at 5.
the Office of the City Clerk, at City Hall, during business hours. 

Denis Ferland / Greffier de la Ville / City Clerk

www.westmount.org

From left, Westmount -
ers Jane Nelson and 
Sherrill Musty launch -
ed their new Mum’s 
Nuts, from their 
mother ’s original 
recipe, during Treats 
& Treasures on No-
vember 19.
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A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

Another Greene bridge strike 

This truck hit the rail bridge over Greene Ave. below Dorchester November 28. Unlike most strikes, 
which involve delivery vans, this one involved elevating machinery on the truck’s trailer. It is strike 
#16 since the Independent starting keeping count in November 2020. Photo courtesy of Mo Rahimi.
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Guest column 

A recipe tells a story: An interview with Adeena Sussman at the Shaar 
By Arleen Candiotti 

I had the wonderful opportunity to 
spend a little time during a Shaar Hasho-
mayim evening November 17 with Adeena 
Sussman, author of the cookbook Sababa: 
Fresh, Sunny Flavors from My Israeli Kitchen.

Adeena is a Tel Aviv-based chef who 
refers to the Carmel market (shuk) as her 
home away from home. 

My position at the Independent is in 
sales, but my passion is food. I was given 
this assignment because of that passion. I 
was nervous, I must admit, but upon meet-
ing Adeena my fears were put at ease be-
cause she immediately emits a natural 
warmth and generosity as she shares her 
story. After co-authoring 15 cookbooks, this 
is her first solo cookbook. 

Before authoring cookbooks, Adeena 
thought writing and communications 
would be her path. She was editor of her 
high school paper, studied communica-
tions in university and worked in television 
as a TV producer after college for five years 
in Tel Aviv. 

Chefs bcome stars 

At that time, chefs were not as popular 
as they are today. Food media burst out 
with the internet and the Food Network 
when chefs started to become media per-
sonalities and cultural figures, as opposed 
to just being stuck in the kitchen. 

That’s when she realized that there were 
a lot of opportunities and she thought there 
could be a place for her at the intersection 
of cooking and publishing, but not necess-
arily being in the forefront. 

Her journey: She grew up in the Bay 
area of San Francisco in a kosher home in 
Palo Alto with margarine, garlic powder 
and mayonnaise. Her mother was an 
amazing cook. It was a cook-centric home, 
focused on food and entertaining. When 
people were visiting the area, they always 

called her mother and it was never a prob-
lem to add a seat at the table. “There was 
always enough food. Hospitality was al-
ways the most important thing.” 

She described her greatest strength as 
empathy. She always puts herself in the 
shoes of the cook, and picks up on his or 
her emotions and feelings. 

Her greatest weakness might be “over 
ambitious,” which she changed on second 
thought to “over scheduled.” She pushes 
herself hard. 

We tried to decide if pushing was ac-
tually a weakness. As she gets older, she 
tries to focus more on quality over quantity 
in everything in her life. She has been 
working non-stop for 20 years. 

And now at the “ripe old age” of 51, she 
wants to try to “slow” down a bit…although 

it’s not her personality type so it may still 
be difficult. 

Here are a few questions I asked her. 

How has Israel evolved into such a 
dynamic food place? 

Israeli food has modernized and evolv -
ed from the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s…It was 
a new country, there was no internet, 
people didn’t have a lot of disposable in-
come to travel, so the mark of a great chef 
in Israel was a chef who could cook amaz-
ing French food or Spanish food or foods 
from other cultures to show that they were 
international – and then in the early 2000s 
with the expansion of food media and the 
internet and travel, all the young chefs 
went cooking all over the world in Miche-
lin-star restaurants…What they discovered 
[was] that these Michelin chefs were just 
taking all the fresh local ingredients under 
their noses and just elevating it just 
enough to make it special. 

And so the Israeli chefs realized that 
they live in an incredible country with all 
this fresh produce, amazing olive oil, 
amazing cheeses, plus an incredibly rich 
ethnic population that is a melting pot of 
over 100 different immigrants that make 
up the life and tapestry of Israel. 

So it all sort of came together and what 
ended up happening is they started cel-
ebrating what they had locally and sea-
sonally but through the lens of all the dif-
ferent cultures in Israel, Jewish and other-
wise. 

What is the most exciting change in your 
style of cooking since moving to Israel? 

The hyper-seasonality of cooking in Is-
rael… Everything is at my fingertips be-
cause I live a few meters from the shuk…
Cooking seasonally is really the rule of 
thumb. You don’t eat avocado unless an 
avocado is in season. Blueberries have a 
very short season, for example. 

You really start to appreciate produce in 
its prime. 

This changed my style of cooking be-
cause I stopped thinking about “What I am 
going to cook”? but rather “What do I see 
that is fresh and what can I do with it?” 
The way that Israelis cook and eat lends 
itself to spontaneity. 

Do you remember the moment when 
you realized that food was your passion 
and it was what you wanted to do in 
your life? 

I was travelling in Italy in my 20s and 
realized that everything I was taking notes 
on, and taking pictures of to send back to 
friends, was what I was eating or seeing in 
food shops. I had my “Aha!” moment and 
realized that this was something I wanted 
to do with my life. 

Who has given you the most important 
cooking tip to date and what is your tip 
to aspiring cooks? 

My mother gave me the most important 
tip when she told me: “There are no such 
things as mistakes in the kitchen, only 
happy accidents.” 

Her advice is borrowed from her friend 
Bonnie Stern’s new cookbook: “Don’t 
worry. Jus’ cook!” 

What are some of the items that are 
always in your home? 

Tahini, preserved lemons, Parmesan 
Reggiano, good olive oil, garlic. 

Neat or messy in kitchen? 
Being messy is okay…It makes everyone 

feel better. 

What dish is always a hit? 
Humous and pita. 

Do you have a comfort food from 
childhood that you have reinvented? 

Transferred love of English-muffin 
pizza to Pita Pizza in Israel. 

After all the interviews and articles about 
you, what is one thing that people don’t 
know about you. (A Montreal exclusive!) 

I appeared in the Bob Dylan video “Like 
a Rolling Stone,” but people will have to 
look carefully to find me. 

See one of Adeena’s recipes on p. GG-11 of 
this issue’s gift guide.

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

From left: Jonathan Cheung of Appetite for Books on Victoria Ave., Sylvie Bismuth, Adeena Sussman 
and Myriam Dahan at the Shaar.



Affectionate Abbygaëlle 

Abbygaëlle is most attentive and 
reaches out to bond with those around her. 
A stunning long-haired beauty in a black-

and-white artistic style, she is looking for-
ward to cuddling and sharing in a family 
soon. 

Abbygaëlle is presently at the Montreal 
SPCA cattery, available for adoption as 
soon as possible. 

She is a young two-year-old, very 
healthy, up to date on her inoculations, 
spayed, and microchipped. 

To find out more about her, please 
check out the Montreal SPCA website at 

www.spca.com, leading to the cats section, 
and selecting her information page from 
her reference number, 51548748. 

You would then click on the “Book a 
visit” rectangle in the upper right-hand 
side of the page, which links you to the 
adoption coordination group agenda to se-
lect an appointment availability for you to 
drop by the shelter for adoption. 

Please do not hesitate. Abbygaëlle needs 
a new home environment and you can 
offer her the very best. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne
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Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX
Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST 
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario 

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation, 
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP)

514 503-7719 
info@hkltax.com 

https://hkltax.com 
1434 Sainte-Catherine West 
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Piano Tuning 

Westmount Piano Tuning, $88. Call 514-206-0449. 

Piano Tuning 

Quality piano tuning, 44 years experience, please call 514-235-
5835. 

Childcare 

Responsible 7th-grader available as a mother’s / parent’s helper. 
Email: parent.helper.westmount@gmail.com. 

Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, efficient and reliable. 
 Reasonable rates and references provided. Lucie 514-944-2763.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Cuddling Kelly, what a smile! 

A great girlie, Kelly is a delight. A sweet 
caramel-and-white beagle with huge eyes 
and velvet-soft ears, she is loving and fun. 

She is ready to leave the Montreal SPCA 
kennel, a perfect doggie for a family in our 
neighbourhood. 

She is affectionate and playful. Easy-
going and companionable, she is good 
with children and other dogs in the home. 

Kelly is an active senior at 12 years of 
age, very healthy, up to date with her inocu-
lations, spayed, and microchipped. 

Because of her age, she falls under the 
humanitarian adoption reduced-fee cat-
egory. Then a little coat or sweater could 
be added to her wardrobe for the fall sea-
son. 

Please refer to the Montreal SPCA web-
site at www.spca.com to find out more 
about her, scrolling to her information 
page from her identification number 
A51292733. 

From there, you can click on the “Fill 
out the form” space on the upper right side 
of the page to provide the general informa-
tion for the adoption coordination group 
that will plan an adoption meeting. 

Don’t wait too long, she would be  a 
wonder ful addition in a loving home en-
vironment. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler
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Shopping for a cause, Chez Doris 

Local res Colleen Wicha is such a strong 
supporter of Chez Doris that recently she 
organized a shopping event to raise funds 
for the women’s shelter. The evening was 
held at Ba&sh, the Sherbrooke St. fashion 
destination founded in France by friends 
Barbara (Boccara) and Sharon (Krief ). 

Sold in 400 stores around the world, the 
Westmount location is the only shop in 
Quebec. Colleen invited her friends for an 
evening of cocktails and shopping. From 
purchases made that night, 20 percent was 
donated to Chez Doris. Helping customers 
were the Ba&sh team Chloé Hequet (man-
ager) and stylists Sophia Taylor and Naro 
Lokuruka. 

Chez Doris executive director Marina 
Boulos-Winton welcomed guests Talar 
Kikijian, Andrea Lavergne, Parveen Khan, 
Joan Vogelesang, Ruby Brown, Andrea La-
vergne, Alik Dikijian and Talar Dikijian,
Chez Doris board member. 

Funds raised were more than $1,200 
and will go towards the expansion of Chez 
Doris’ services, which include its new over-
night shelter for homeless women.

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Marina Boulos-Winton and Chloé Hequet. Andrea Lavergne and Parveen Khan. Colleen Wicha.

Serving Westmount since 1959

“Travel is back” 
“Call us and live your dreams” 
345 Victoria Ave., Suite 301 

514-552-1552 
info@vcdtravel.com

Snuff Bottles

SPACIOUS TOWNHOUSE 
Cross Hall Plan perfect for entertaining, Eat-in Kitchen, 
Balcony. 2 Car Garage! Walk to Mt. Royal $1,349,000 

DETACHED GEORGIAN BEAUTY 
Spacious renovated open concept living, 4BR. 3 Bath. 

Architectural details, Garden, Garage $5,600/mo.

RENTEDSOLD

MAGNIFICENT DETACHED WESTMOUNT PROPERTY 
Ideal location steps to schools, parks, shops. Superb renovated Revenue Property (Duplex or Triplex) or convert to Single 

Family Home. Sun filled spacious living, fireplaces, solariums. Private Garden Oasis. Rare 2 Car Garage! $2,750,000

Eleva wins 
pair of awards 

The Eleva project of EMD Construc-
tion-Batimo Group on the former site 
of the Montreal Children’s Hos pital in 
southeast Westmount and downtown 
has won two Habitat Design grand 
prizes, namely in the furnished model 
rental units over $750,000 and the com-
mon areas of rental projects over $150 
million categories. In its October 25 edi-
tion (p. SL-12), the Independent reported 
that the building was expecting its first 
residential tenants in December.

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727
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Ribbon-cutting officially launches L’Annexe 

L’Annexe, Ometz’s centre for young 
adults, finally had its long-awaited ribbon 
cutting ceremony in November. 

The launch – delayed by two years due 
to the pandemic – celebrated the donors 
who supported the centre’s vision, as well 
as the staff and clients who brought the 
space to life. 

The inspiring evening included a cock-
tail dînatoire, staff-led tours of the dynamic 
space,and success stories from former 
L’Annexe clients. An innovative hub and 
service centre for young people 16 to 35, 
the organization occupies a state-of-the-art 
space on the second floor of the Sylvan 
Adams YM-YWHA. 

Ometz CEO, Westmounter Dominique 
McCaughey, emceed the evening. She 
thanked lead funders Naomi Azrieli, CEO 
Azrieli Foundation, and Steve Kaplan of 
Reliance Construction, represented by 
Steven Victor. 

Former Ometz CEO Gail Small thanked 
“the young people who have made this 
space their own, just as we 
dreamed all those years 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

continued on p. 26 Joel Shalit, Dominique McCaughey, Cass Ranger, Jared Roboz, Sharon Azrieli and Naomi Azrieli. 



26 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – November 29, 2022

$850 plus taxes

Buy it in store at the 
Swiss Watch Shop
5165 Sherbrooke W 

suite 103 or online at 
swisswatchshop.ca

ago that they would.” Lanya McClintock, 
L’Annexe manager, presented the Margaret 
and Larry Naschen L’Annexe Award to Cass 
Ranger and Jared Roboz (aka J-Rob), to 
help the two young adults continue pur-
suing their dreams. 

In their acceptance speeches, they talk -
ed about the extraordinary impact L’Ann-
exe had on their lives during challenging 
periods. At the end of the evening, Ranger 
and J-Rob had the honour of participating 
in the official ribbon cutting with Ometz 
president Joel Shalit. 

Noted during the cocktail were local res 
Mia Goodman, Lesli Green, Janice Heft, 
Dean Mendel, Lindsay Hollinger and Jon-
athan Sigler, as well as Sharon Azrieli, 
Bonnie Lester, Ilana Einhaber, and Ilana 
Perez.

Agence Ometz is a Jewish human ser-
vices agency offering social, employment 
and immigration services to help people 
fulfill their potential and to secure the 
growth and vibrancy of the Montreal com-
munity. The centre provides individual 
support services as well as a wide variety 
of programs including community events, 
employment assistance, and wellness and 
skill-building workshops. 

In the past year, 500 young people were 
served at L’Annexe.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 25

Bonnie Lester, Janice Heft and Dean Mendel.

Jonathan Sigler.

Janis Levine and Mia Goodman.

Lindsay Hollinger, Ilana Einhaber and Ilana Perez.

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6Scan me to know me!

$8,250,000

6 4+2 4

Welcome to 619 Clarke Avenue – Westmount.

Nestled on one of the most sought-after streets in West-
mount, walking distance to Private Schools and Parks, this 
distinguished English Manor is one of the most unique proper-
ties in Westmount.

Located on a lot of more than 11,000 sq. ft., this residence 
was completely renovated with exclusive design by Scott 
Yetman.

Prize-winning garden designed by Stuart Webster 
landscape architects.

2

NEW
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