
Skating! What else is there to do? 
(Apart from school work) 

In Westmount Park on January 14: the refrigerated skating rink is rarely seen with so few skaters. 
But maybe the cold weather or online learning kept others away. Seven-year-old Mila had finished 
her online schooling by 10 am and by lunchtime she was out enjoying the park with her dad, Jhonny 
Dandy. Mila, a fan of Skywalker, attends the International School and the family loves coming to 
Westmount from NDG. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Denis Ferland started Jan. 17 

City clerk/legal director named 
after 4-month vacancy 
By Laureen Sweeney 

City council December 20 filled the 
position of city clerk and director of legal 
services by appointing Denis Ferland dur-
ing the virtual session. He was to start 
 January 17 after the post had been vacant 
four months. 

Ferland, who has been city clerk in the 
city of Mercier, located south of Chateau-

guay on the South Shore, was officially wel-
comed by Mayor Christina Smith and 
Councillor Jeff Shamie as commissioner 
of administration, joined by the rest of the 
council. “We have a lot to do,” Mayor Smith 
told Ferland when the camera was turned 
on him for a screen shot. 

City director general Hadi Hakim, who 
had been filling the role as 
substitute city clerk since 
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Tax rate up 3.4% for single-family homes 

City’s operating budget 
climbs $4M to $118.6M 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A record-setting city budget of $118.6 
million calls for a rise in taxes of $530 on 
the average single-family dwelling evalu-
ated at just under $2 million, according to 
the budget speech of January 17. 

At an increase of 3.75 percent, below the 
4-percent cost of living, this is described as 
“a reasonable amount,” explains Councillor 
Antonio D’Amico, finance commissioner, 
in the speech provided to the Independent 
before press time. 

This represents a tax rate of $.7459 per 
$100 of valuation for residential properties 
of five housing units or less – the largest 
category of tax payers. The mil rate for 
buildings of six units or more (apartment 
buildings) is $.7558 while the non-residen-
tial (commercial) mil rate is $2.9659. 

“The current situation with COVID-19 
still presents and brings its share of uncer-
tainties,” the speech states. Among these 
challenges is an increase of 10.4 percent in 
the city’s share (quote-part) of agglomer-
ation services. 

This means that of the $118.6-million 
budget, a total of $67.4 million, or more 
than 57 percent, will go for these island-
wide services such as fire, police and tran-
sit, over which Westmount has no cost con-
trol. This is further boosted by the city’s 
required contribution of $1 million to the 
Montreal Metropolitan Community 
(MMC) for regional expenses. 

The budget is to be financed without 
borrowing and mainly from direct property 
taxes of $97.7 million, the projected wel-
come tax from the sale of 
properties of $8.5 million continued on p. 1
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Man arrested for drunk driving 
after Public Security call police 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Public safety officers patrolling west on 
Sherbrooke December 30 at 1:52 am no-
ticed a mini-van swerving from side to 
side. 

Public Security officials said it went 
through the red light at Arlington and then 
at Grosvenor as well as Victoria until stop-
ping briefly at Grey in NDG. 

Though the driver seemed to be asleep 
at that point, he suddenly turned the ve-
hicle around and headed back east to 
Prince Albert, where he stopped and was 
approached by officers asking him to turn 
off the engine. 

Police, who had been called, gave the 
driver a sobriety test and then arrested him 
for impaired driving. His car was towed 
away. 

Hurt ankle sends woman 
to hospital 

Public safety officers flagged down a 
passing Urgences Santé ambulance Janu-
ary 3 in Westmount Park when a woman 
found seated on a bench said she had twist -
ed an ankle, Public Security officials said. 
She was reported to have been taken to hos-
pital but no further details were provided. 

Inebriated woman 
driven to uncle’s house 

A woman found leaning against a traffic 
light at Arlington and Sherbrooke De-
cember 31 at 11:30 pm was reported to be 
heavily intoxicated, Public Security officials 
said. Police were called and drove the 
woman to her uncle’s house close by at her 
request rather than her own home. She was 
described as 34 years of age. There was no 
mention of action taken regarding the 10 
pm curfew that had gone into effect that day.

Optimism!
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City council issues ‘potential’ 
dangerous dog alert 
By Laureen Sweeney 

City council adopted a resolution De-
cember 20 notifying a local dog owner of 
the city’s intention to declare her dog “po-
tentially dangerous” and to require it to be 
submitted to various restrictions. 

Identified as “Bellingham,” the dog was 
described as having bitten and injured 
another, reportedly in King George (Mur-
ray) Park. 

As outlined in the resolution, the owner 
has 20 days after receiving notice of the 
city’s intent to submit written observations 
and, where applicable, to produce docu-
ments to complete the legal file for the 
city’s legal services department. 

Among many provisions, a dog declared 
potentially dangerous must have its rabies 
vaccination up to date and may not be kept 
in the presence of a child age 10 or under, 
unless under constant supervision of 
someone 18 year or older. 

It must also be prevented from going 
beyond the borders of a private property, 
wear a basket muzzle at all times in public 
places and be kept on a leash not longer 
than 1.25 meters except in a dog run facil-
ity. A sign must also be posted on the prop-

erty where the dog is located. 
These are some of the restrictions based 

on provincial law (an Act to promote the pro-
tection of persons by establishing a framework 
with regard to dogs) rather than West-
mount’s own dog by-law (1522), updated 
in May 2018 to include provisions for “a 
dangerous dog.” 

Asked why the city is using this way to 
proceed rather than under the city’s own 
by-law, a reply from city director general 
Hadi Hakim stated that “as this is an active 
legal file, we unfortunately cannot com-
ment.” 

As a result, the owner, identified in the 
council resolution as Nicole Hesler, “is pro-
visionally ordered to submit her dog to 
standards applicable to dogs declared po-
tentially dangerous under provincial law 
section 22 to 25,” the resolution states. 

Hesler is widely known as the first 
woman appointed chief justice of Quebec. 
She retired from the Quebec Court of Ap-
peal in 2020. 

The city’s own by-law was updated after 
the mauling to death of a dog in May 2017.  
This resulted in many veterinary bills (see 
letter July 11, 2017, p. 6 and story September 
12, 2017, p. 4.)
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Time to make an appointment for  
your COVID-19 booster dose.

Get the booster dose and follow all health guidelines  
to protect yourself from COVID-19 and its variants.

Québec.ca/COVIDvaccine
Stay protected longer thanks to the booster dose.

Follow the vaccination sequence and book  
your appointment when it’s your turn.
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Visitez mon site web pour des terrains et des magnifiques propriétés.  
Visit my website for land and beautiful homes.

www.loishardacker.com 
lois@royallepage.ca

1-450-242-2000 
3 Victoria, Knowlton, 

Lac-Brome, Qc J0E 1V0

Lac Brome, Bondville, Knowlton, Foster, Brome, Sutton, Dunham,   
Cowansville, Potton, East Bolton, West Bolton

WORLD CLASS – The essence of luxury, architecture and history in a natural setting. 
Truly unique residence with 7,000 sq.ft. of living area, private guest suite/office, sauna 
and wine cellar. Views to south and west, stable with 16 box stalls and tack room and 
your own private lake. 328 acres. A landmark property in Town of Brome Lake. $6,150,000

Courtier Immobilier Agréé  
Chartered Real Estate Broker

Visit my website for all the 
details and more! Visitez mon 

site web pour les détails et davantage! 
www.loishardacker.com

Cited for leadership, attitude, team support 

Cecilia Chadwick named player-of-the-month for December 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Westmount’s hockey player-of-the-
month for December is Cecilia Chadwick, 
as announced last week by Andrew Mais-
lin, operations manager for the Sports and 
Recreation department. He launched the 
program in 2019 for the Westmount Minor 
Hockey Association. 

Cecilia, who plays with the U/M11 A 
“Wings” team, is one of two girls on the 
team and is playing inter-city this year for 
Westmount for the first time after partici-

pating in the fall youth league and devel-
opment clinics in the past. 

“Since Cecilia started playing team 
sports with Westmount in 2017, I have 
never seen her not smiling from ear to ear,” 
Maislin said. “She has developed into a 
strong leader within our association who 
is always up for a challenge.” 

Maislin said when he asked the coaches 
why they recommended Cecilia for De-
cember’s player he received this response: 
“Honestly, we could give Cecilia player-of-
the-month every month just for her posi-

tive attitude and the support she gives her 
teammates.” 

Head coach Dominic Plante explained 
that “She’s always smiling, she wants to 
learn and she works really hard all the 
time. She is a quick and eager learner. She 
also contributes on the ice. She’s one of the 
best defencemen on the team.” 

The program was launched not only to 
highlight the contributions of players, but 
also to acknowledge the opportunities and 
skills that hockey, and sports as a whole, 
can offer young people, Maislin explains.

Bunny Berke
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

LAVAL/VIMONT 

Beautiful family home with high ceilings, 
large windows, mahogany finishes, granite 
floors and a spacious backyard. Located in 
the peaceful neighbourhood of Vimont, Laval. 
Close to schools, parks, public transportation, 
grocery stores, shops and Cité de la Santé 
Hospital.

SOLD

In the face of Omicron… 

Library closed, but curbside service comes to the rescue 
By Laureen Sweeney 

As the Omicron variant and attendant 
restrictions have kept the Westmount Pub-
lic Library shut after the holidays, there’s 
good news for members who hoped for 
 reinstatement of the curbside service avail-
able during previous COVID outbreaks. 

Effective Monday, January 17, “curbside” 
is now available again but only for pick-up 
at the Sherbrooke St. door, as originally 

done during phase 1 of the library’s gradual 
re-opening, according to library director 
Julie-Anne Cardella. 

“I am so happy to get up and running 
again, and for people to get the books and 
materials they reserve,” she said last week, 
adding “just as long as it’s safe for the resi-
dents and safe for the staff.” The library 
had been almost entirely open just before 
the municipal buildings were closed De-
cember 20. 

In this current phase, business hours 
are modified: 1 to 5 pm daily including 
weekends, except for Wednesday and Fri-
day, when they are 10 am to 5 pm. 

Library members may reserve material 
by phone as well as via their online library 
account or at reservations@westmount.
org. They will be contacted when items are 
ready to be picked up. The book-drops are 
also open for returns 24/7 as of January 17.



Province makes boosters available to many, but not all 
I received an AstraZeneca vaccine dose 

last spring, followed by two mRNA doses 
in the summer. Given the more than five 
months that have elapsed since my last 
dose and that the news is telling us all, over 
and over again, that immunity wanes, I 
went to the Palais des Congrès last week 
to get a booster. I was told that, due to hav-
ing had these three doses, I could not get 
one.  

It’s a long way from spring 2021! GenX 
had a rare moment of unity and positive 
news coverage when its members were 
asked to take up leftover Astra doses to 
help with the overall vaccination effort, 
even though everyone knew that better 
Moderna/Pfizer doses were soon to be 
available. Many of us, including three 
others that I know, did so, and were happy 
to help. Sure enough, a short time later, 
the mRNA vaccines arrived in large quan-
tities.  

Once others had benefitted from these 
plentiful Moderna/Pfizer doses, we were 
treated well and allowed a first and a sec-
ond Moderna/Pfizer dose, so that we had 
one full series of a vaccine, as prescribed 
by the manufacturer. Also, because this full 
series was either Moderna or Pfizer, we 
had a regimen that would be useful for 
travel to places that did not recognize Astra 
at all.  

Now, it seems that we are being treated 

badly, even though there is no lack of vac-
cine doses at the moment and everyone is 
being encouraged to get boosted. 

Very importantly, I don’t think that it is 
to society’s benefit to leave us un-boosted. 
Does that long-ago extra Astra dose make 
us as safe - for ourselves and others - as a 
booster today?  

I have written to Westmount’s provin-
cial legislator, Jennifer Maccarone, who is 
– I realize – in opposition. Her team re-
plied in three days’ time – thank you! – say-
ing that they were researching the topic. 
Surely she could reach the relevant auth-
ority and make a non-partisan case? 

I also wrote to Quebec’s minister of 
health, who replied in 24 hours, in both 
languages – thank you! Here is the English 
reply in full:  

“In response to your message regarding 
a 4th dose of vaccine for people like you 
who have a special vaccination situation, 
please be advised that since there are still 
uncertainties about the benefits and risks 
associated with administering such a 
booster dose, a 4-dose schedule is not yet 
authorized by Health Canada, except for 
people who are immunosuppressed and 
on dialysis. 

“The guidelines followed by health care 
professionals in vaccination centers are 
consistent with the recommendations 
made by Health Canada. In this sense, no 

clinic or vaccination center in Quebec will 
administer a 4th dose of vaccine if it is not 
recommended by Health Canada. 

“We understand that this may be a 
cause for concern, but rest assured that if 
such a booster dose were recommended 
for people with a vaccination status such 
as yours, it would be publicly announced 
and immediately published on the govern-
ment website.” 

*  *  * 
I am all for experts investigating “bene-

fits and risks,” but are there any incremen-
tal risks here? And while I know next to 
nothing about biology, I do know a bit 
about how a question can affect an answer. 

At a time when most people have yet to 
have a third dose, asking “Should some 
people get a fourth dose?” will more likely 
lead to a “No.” 

At a time when doses are plentiful, ask-
ing “Should people who received their last 
dose 5+ months ago get another dose 
now?” will more likely lead to a “Yes.” 

Or ask the experts: “If you were in this 
situation and free to choose, what would 
you do?” 

Obviously, all sorts of other people 
should be ahead of young-ish, thrice-vac-
cinated people, but given that convincing 
people to get the vaccine seems to be the 
larger challenge right now and that 
supplies seem plentiful, shouldn’t this 
group be greenlit for a booster now or 
soon?  

As far as I know, GenXers are just as ca-
pable of spreading and succumbing to the 
virus as anyone else.  

David Price is the editor of 
the Independent.
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Flawed Mt. Pleasant survey 
I received a survey from the city of West-

mount regarding the reconstruction of 
Mount Pleasant between Sherbrooke and 
Rosemont Cres. as part of the city’s aim to 
implement new street designs and fea-
tures. I was upset when I read the letter for 
the following reasons: 
• It did not state why the reconstruction for 

this section of Mt. Pleasant was required, 
and not the whole street. 

• It did not show a map of this street sec-
tion vs. the surrounding area. 

• It did not state how much of the tax-
payers’ money the planned reconstruc-
tion could cost given various items. 

• When I responded to the survey to share 
my views, I could not rank the various 
items properly as some of the rankings 
were grayed out. This will skew the re-
sults of the survey. 

• When I tried to contact Mr. Shamie [city 
councillor for District 3] to inform him 
of the problem with the online survey, it 
was not easy to reach him. I understand 
that this may be due to COVID measures. 

While the survey process is commend-
able in order to reflect the views of the resi-
dents, I decided to write to you so that the 
city as well as the residents are aware of 
how this survey process is flawed. 

Lesley Wright, Olivier Ave.

Letters to the editor

as well as government properties and 
grants. 

Among some of the other highlights is 
an appropriation of $15 million from the 
city’s accumulated surplus to reduce local 
expenditures in order to present a balanced 
budget as required by law. 

The largest allocations of the city’s own 
“controllable expenditures” are $27 million 
in employee remuneration, $21 million in 
pay-as-you go and $16 million in depart-
mental expenses net of remuneration. 

Of these, the budget speech mentions 
an increase in maintaining parks and 
green spaces, though these are not item-
ized but are included in Public Works, the 
largest city department with a budget of 
$10 million. This is followed in budget size 
by Library and Community Events at $1.2 

million and then Sports and Recreation at 
$1 million from which the city will derive 
$1.3 million in revenue from various activ-
ities and rink rental at the Westmount Rec-
reation Centre. 

One of the city’s well-used departments, 
Public Security, has a decrease in budget 
for 2022 to $317,200 from $321,500 but 
whose work will contribute to the city’s $5 
million in budgetted revenues for parking 
meters and permits, tickets and fines. 

There will be no repayment of the city’s 
outstanding debt of $9.3 million during 
2022 though debt service will cost 
$304,000. 

Tax bills are expected to be sent out by 
the end of January in two installments due 
February 25 and May 27.

Budget, cont’d from p. 1



Required before partial demolition 

Work resumes by restoring brickwork at 500 Claremont 
By Laureen Sweeney 

After lying dormant for some two years, 
work to convert a vacant century-old insti-
tutional building at 500 Claremont into a 
large and residential complex began 
shortly before Christmas. The site is at the 
corner of Windsor. 

The recent activity began with the clean-
ing and re-pointing of brickwork, de-
scribed by developer Gideon Pollack as res-
toration. “We need to fix the building be-
fore we can build,” he told the Independent 
last week. “It will be many months of res-
toration work before construction begins.” 

While the interior of the Category II 
heritage-rated building had been entirely 
stripped in 2018, the work ahead includes 
removing and re-building the top, fifth 
storey and roof that had been added in the 
1950s as well as the southern façade. This 
is where a large addition is to be erected 
as part of the proposal to create some 20 

high-end apartments. 
The required demolition was approved 

at a city hearing May 21, 2019. Since then, 
however, little noticeable work had taken 
place except for a number of “exploratory” 
holes in the façade (see photo, bottom left). 
These left neighbours questioning the rea-
sons. 

Many challenges 

It was only August 16, 2021, two years 
after approval of the demolition portion 
that city council okayed a permit for work 
to start (see story August 24, 2021). This 

was followed by Councillor Conrad Peart 
referring to how the developer had “navi-
gated” through many construction chal-
lenges and now satisfied the city’s regula-
tory requirements. 

“After almost four years, we look for-
ward to seeing progress at the site,” he had 
said. 

Since first proposed publicly in Novem-
ber 2016, the project has survived two 
SCAOPI hearings for non-conforming 
projects that included a referendum regis-
try and change of interior plans. The build-
ing dates from around 1908.
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

514-825-5500 
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– Call –
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500 Claremont, looking southeast from the dead-end of Windsor Ave. on January 14. 
Photo: Independent.

Two of the exploratory holes at 500 Claremont, 
as seen October 18, 2019.
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SINGLE FAMILY HOMES CONDOS

MEDIAN PRICE OVER 10 YEARS

50%++

36%++

DEAR NEIGHBOURS, the 2021 sales statistics clearly demonstrate that Westmount remains a top choice for people to 

live, work and play. The typical Westmount real estate investment has provided exceptional returns, particularly over the 

NOW IS THE 
TIME TO LIST! 

DEMAND IS HIGH 
& INVENTORY IS 

LOW.

CALL US FOR A 
PROFESSIONAL 

& CONFIDENTIAL 
MARKET ANALYSIS 

OF YOUR HOME.

YOU CAN REACH US 
AT 514.934.2480

THINKING OF
SELLING?

Westmount 2021
Real Estate Review
Source: Centris.ca & Christina Miller Group data @ January 1st, 2022
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New demo hearing for Hillside armoury set for Feb. 17 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A special public meeting is to take place 
February 17 on an application to tear down 
87 percent of the long-vacant Hillside ar-
moury to develop it into residential use. 
The hearing by the demolition committee 
is set for 4 pm and will be broadcast on 
Zoom. 

The Category II heritage building dat-

ing back to 1910 is located at the corner of 
Hillside Lane and Hillside Ave. directly 
across from the Westmount Athletic 
Grounds (WAG). 

Anyone wishing to oppose the demoli-
tion has 10 days to send written comments 
to the city clerk’s office from the date of the 
legal notice January 11. This will give them 
intervener status at the demolition meet-
ing. 

An original hearing for last June 23 was 
postponed, with no reasons given except 
that Mayor Christina Smith told the Inde-
pendent at the time it had to do with “vari-
ous calculations” that had to be re-done 
(see story July 6, 2021, p. 12). 

Information presented last week as part 
of the city’s notification on its website of 
the new hearing date states that if the 
demolition request is approved, a separate 

public meeting would take place later on 
the preliminary replacement program. 
This would be subject of a SCAOPI appli-
cation for projects that do not conform to 
current zoning. 

A brief summary of this proposal shows 
a five-storey development of 27 residential 
units that does not comply to density and 
height requirements. 

The demolition hearing itself is to 
examine the reasons submitted by the ap-
plicant (developer/architects) for justifying 
the request to demolish and re-build much 
of the building that was built as a riding 
academy. 

These include the deteriorated state of 
the building, better harmonizing it with 
the current residential character of the 
neighbourhood, a $10-million cost to re-
store the building without changing its in-
dustrial use, and to respect the residential 
use of the area and prescribed setbacks. 

Given some incomplete wording at the 
end of the city’s website presentation, 
Councillor Conrad Peart, as urban plan-
ning commissioner, later told the Indepen-
dent, that according to the city’s demolition 
by-law, the Demolition Committee in its 
evaluation of the request must be con-
vinced that “the proposed demolition is ad-
visable taking into consideration the public 

interest and the interest of the parties” as 
well as “the condition of the building, the 
character of the neighbourhood, cost of 
restoration and other pertinent criteria.” 

Under the proposal, 100 percent of the 
front façade on Hillside Lane would be de-
molished along with 43 percent of the 
south side facing Hillside Ave. and 67 per-
cent of the east side as well as 58 percent 
of the rear elevation.
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The finest retirement lifestyle 
is available at... 

Westmount’s good 
living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate 

comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs 

24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES. 

4430 St. Catherine West 

514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com 
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

Renderings of the proposed project. Illustration at left, looking northwest from the intersection of 
Hillside and Hillside Lane and, illustration at right, southwest from near the intersection of St. 
 Catherine St. and Hillside Lane. Source: developer’s filing on city of Westmount’s website.

A Canadian two-pack 

This pedestrian, seen January 17 seemingly on 
the way to work entirely on foot, carried both a 
shovel and a snow brush for cleaning off 
 vehicles. Photo: Independent.
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3047 ch. De Breslay, Westmou
3 495 000 $

 

nt Adj.
341

 

VENDU / SOLD
 av. Metcalfe, Westmount

 
MARTIN ROULEAU | BComm
Courtier immobilier résidentiel & conseiller
T 514.933.9998 | martinrouleau.com

©2022 Engel & Völkers. Tous droits réservés. Franchisé indépendant et autonome. Si votre propriété est déjà ins
annonce. Courtier immobilier,, agence immobilière, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec.

1485 rue Sherbrooke O. #8A, Mille 
6 950 000 $

 

scrite veuillez ne pas faire cas de cette 

Carré Doré VENDU / SOLD
1227 rue Sherbrooke O. #104, Mille Carr
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GOLDEN SQUARE MILE    WESTMOUNT    WEST ISLAND    LAVAL    MONT-TREMBLANT    LAC-BROME    QUEBEC CITY    TORONTO    VANCOUVER

Real Estate Agency. Independently owned and operated. *Listed price.

Superb waterfront property, 
Drummondville
BED: 3 BATH: 2+1  MLS  21519304

Esther Mercier** 819.357.5839

$2,200,000

Luxurious bi-generational estate, 
Léry 
BED: 5 BATH: 5  MLS 24421921

Vincent Chaput* 514.264.3555

$1,995,000

Spectacular architectural home, 
Sainte-Anne-des-Lacs
BED: 4 BATH: 3+1  MLS 24723879

Jill Shpritser** 514.691.0800

$1,450,000

Rare project home,
Côte-des-Neiges / Notre-Dame-de-Grâce
BED: 4 BATH: 2  MLS 25227454

Navid Changizi        514.632.6912

$1,200,000

Waterfront residence,
Mont-Tremblant
BED: 3 BATH: 1  MLS 28960941

Pina Pizzi* 514.781.4826

$1,198,000

$3,495,000

Amazing waterfront home, 
L’Île-Cadieux 
BED: 3 BATH: 2+1  MLS 23650260

Monique Assouline* 514.219.5897

Design marvel, Westmount
BED: 6 BATH: 4  MLS 28201966

Kaufman Group† 514.379.1333

$6,400,000

Superb estate with mountain view, 
Sainte-Adèle
BED: 4 BATH: 2  MLS 12530166

Judith Ritchie                438.995.7494

$749,000

Westmount beauty, Westmount
BED: 6 BATH: 3  MLS 22664210

Karen Karpman* 514.497.8218

$2,795,000

Lac Brompton, Saint-Denis-de-Brompton
BED: 6 BATH: 4  MLS 27925459

Marie-Piers Barsalou**  450.577.0272
Johanne Meunier*  514.926.5626

$4,995,000

Unique custom built luxury home, 
Senneville
BED: 4 BATH: 3+1  MLS 25785107

Louise Jackson* Susanne Stelmashuk Chernin* 

Diane Stelmashuk* 514.944.6066

$2,348,000

LE PLATEAU-MONT-ROYAL | MLS 16897436

« EXCEPTIONAL HOMES »

« EXCEPTIONAL HOMES »

EXCEPTIONAL HOMES EXCEPTIONAL HOMES »»

Beautiful cottage, Beaconsfield
BED: 4 BATH: 3  MLS 16643533

Barbara Baudinet** 514.825.9890

$889,900

Award-winning waterfront estate, 
Ahuntsic-Cartierville
BED: 5 BATH: 4+1  MLS 19510991

Gabriel Pliva  514.923.5383

$5,450,000

Spectacular waterfront home, 
Baie-d’Urfé
BED: 5 BATH: 3+1  MLS 16598479

Cassandra Aurora** 514.293.2277

$4,795,000

Outstanding home, Sainte-Adèle
BED: 4 BATH: 3+1  MLS 11119362

Stephane Larrivée* 514.809.8466

$1,450,000

INTRODUCING
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continued on p. 

WHISTLER    VICTORIA   OAKVILLE    NEW YORK CITY    MIAMI    LOS ANGELES    MAUI    PARIS    CANNES    LONDON    BARCELONA    MADRID

Residential Real Estate Broker  |  *Real Estate Broker  |  **Certified Real Estate Broker   |  †Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK  |  Agency  |  ††Sotheby’s International Realty Québec HR  |  Agency

Luxury condo, Le Plateau-Mont-Royal
BED: 2 BATH: 1+1  MLS 11349355

Lynne Leclair  514.570.8998

$970,000

Golden Square Mile, Ville-Marie
BED: 2 BATH: 2  MLS 25726452

Phyllis A. Tellier**          514.924.4062 

$4,500/mo$849,000

Riverview condo, 
Verdun / Île-des-Soeurs
BED: 2 BATH: 2  MLS 24612967

David Wilkes* 514.947.5152

Great corner lot property, Candiac
BED: 2 BATH: 1+2  

Laurie Tenebaum* 514.248.7272

Spacious condo, Ville-Marie
BED: 2 BATH: 2  MLS 12611413

Monica Genest* 
Victoria Marinacci* 514.400.0280

$788,000

City view penthouse, 
Verdun / Île-des-Soeurs
BED: 3 BATH: 2  MLS 16675530

Cassian Bopp  514.952.9115

$1,990,000

Modern smart home, Estérel
BED: 4 BATH: 2  MLS 19958244 

Melanie Clarke* 450.694.0678

$1,299,000

Celebrating 15 years 
of excellence in 
Quebec

S O T H E B YS R E A L T Y . C A

SHEFFORD | MLS 28544865

« PRESTIGIOUS UNITS »

« PRESTIGIOUS UNITS »

« PRESTIGIOUS UNITS »

«« EXCEPTIONAL HOMES EXCEPTIONAL HOMES PRESTIGIOUS UNITS PRESTIGIOUS UNITS »»

The Gleneagles, Ville-Marie
BED: 2 BATH: 2  MLS 17814867

Géraldine Libraty* 514.962.5563

$726,000

Beautiful views, Ville-Marie
BED: 2+1 BATH: 2  MLS 22760970

Patricia Lallier** 514.239.1898

$1,295,000

New modern penthouse, Ville-Marie
BED: 2 BATH: 2 MLS 17720807

Saguy Elbaz* 514.892.7653

$1,340,000

Upgraded new suites, Estérel
BED: 1 BATH: 1  MLS 9791238

Marie-Josée Rouleau* 514.660.6682

INTRODUCING

$445,000

Garden view, Ville-Marie
BED: 3 BATH:2  MLS 21574823

Brigitte Cohen  514.963.5324 
Susan Lloyd (Leduc)* 438.882.8088

$1,296,900

Superb redesigned condo, 
Ville-Marie
BED: 2 BATH: 2  MLS 13674953

Jessica Lombard* 514.476.9700

$1,349,000

1111 Atwater, Westmount
CONTACT US TODAY FOR YOUR PRIVATE TOUR • 1111ATWATER@SOTHEBYSREALTY.CA • 1-855-364-6167

Cyrille Girard | Real Estate Broker       JJ Jacobs | Real Estate Broker       Anne Ben-Ami (Madar) | Real Estate Broker

THE EXCLUSIVITY OF THE LIFE AT THE TOP

$2,850/mo

Beautiful rental, 
Côte-des-Neiges / Notre-Dame-de-Grâce
BED: 3 BATH: 2  MLS 15891067

Anne Ben-Ami (Madar)* 514.726.3037

INTRODUCING

Crystal’s living, Ville-Marie
BED: 4  BATH: 3  MLS 10101407

Louise Latreille* 514.577.2009

$2,498,000

Designer Penthouse, Ville-Marie
BED: 3 BATH: 3  MLS 24391034

Stefano Bizzotto  514.962.3539

$4,093,000 + txs

$6,250/mo

Fabulous family residence, 
Westmount
BED: 5 BATH:2+1  MLS 17472310

Saul Ciecha* 514.941.6248

SOLD
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Splendid 2,185 ft² unit, Saint-Lambert
BED: 3 BATH: 2  MLS 13674014

Anne Marineau   
Zoë Vennes**                  514.400.0280

$685,000

Strategically located, 
Le Plateau-Mont-Royal
BED: 3 BATH: 1+1  MLS 14200458

Patrick Vaillant** 514.774.6917

$938,000 (+txs)

Private estate of 2,639 acres with 
private lake, Amherst
LOT: 2,639 acres  MLS 27238269

Herbert Ratsch†† 514.884.8269

$18,945,000 (+ txs)

ROME    PRAGUE    ST-PETERSBURG    MOSCOW    BUENOS AIRES    MONTEVIDEO    CAPE TOWN    DUBAI    HONG KONG    SINGAPORE    TOKYO    

Real Estate Agency. Independently owned and operated.

Riverfront lot, Mont-Tremblant
LOT: 7,412.40 SQ.M  MLS 14530773

Raymond Dalbec** 819.425.4568

$375,000

Waterfront estate at 31 Mile Lake, 
Gracefield
BED: 5 BATH: 4+2  MLS 10977723

Marsha Hanna* 819.425.0619 
Cody Ratcliffe  819.429.1834

$3,999,000

14-plex property, Côte-des-Neiges 
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce
BED: 2 BATH: 1  MLS 11110086

Danny Naami* 514.629.1000

$3,995,000

550 Acres, Saint-Herménégilde
MLS 20568979

Pierre Brunet** 514.248.8032 
Nanyunzi Zheng*                   514.886.8377 

$1,999,990

Waterfront estate, Estérel
BED: 4 BATH: 3  MLS 11187089

Jennifer Vienneau*       514.265.3669

$1,950,000

Rare corner Old Port, Ville-Marie
MLS 19958315

Randy Naami** 514.743.5000

$3,500,000 (+ txs)

01 LOCAL E XPERTISE

With top agents in 30 offices nationwide, we are Canada’s premier real 

estate company, trusted to represent the country’s premier homes. 

02 ICONIC BRAND VALUE

Elevate your home with marketing that reflects Sotheby’s timeless 

prestige and quality.

03 UNRIVALLED GLOBAL MARKETING

1 billion+ online impressions annually & access to pre-eminent publications, 

including: sothebysrealty.com, sothebysrealty.ca, Wall Street Journal, 

Bloomberg, Financial Times, Sotheby’s and Sotheby’s Preferred magazines.

0 4 PROVEN RECORD OF E XCELLENCE

Ranked the #1 most trusted brand in residential real estate1, our 

reputation reflects exemplary expertise and service.

05 LUXURY AT EVERY PRICE

Receive the highest caliber of service and marketing, regardless of your home’s 

neighbourhood or price. 75%+ of the homes we represent are under $1 million.

¹ Lifestory Research, 2021 America’s Most Trusted® Study

5 Advantages 
of working 
with Sotheby’s 
International Realty 
Québec

514.287.7434 

quebec@sothebysrealty.ca 

Follow us on

SOT H E BYS R E A LT Y.CA
SAINTE-CATHERINE-DE-HATLEY | MLS 10437785

VILLE-MARIE | MLS 12522987

«« BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES«« PRESTIGIOUS UNITS PRESTIGIOUS UNITS

COUNTRY PROPRETIES/LAND COUNTRY PROPRETIES/LAND »»

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES »»

Solano, Ville-Marie
BED: 2 BATH: 2 MLS 14902206

Christiane Savaria** 514.830.6415

$3,800/mo

NEW PRICE
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We compound medication for your pet 
Flavoured medicine, chosen format (capsules, treats/pastes, 

liquids, creams). It s not just hiding a pill in a piece of food! 

PEARSON & COHEN-TENOUDJI 
Pharmacy  

5025 Sherbrooke W. (between Claremont & Grey) Suite 102 
(ground floor entrance) H4A 1S9 – 514 484 2222

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W

Batshaw Children Needing Homes 

Leah needs a long-term foster family 
By Garnett Forbes, MSW 

Eight-year-old Leah is presently in an 
emergency foster home and requires a 
long-term foster family, as her parents are 
not able to take care of her. Leah has a 
sunny disposition, she is articulate, has a 
good sense of humour and is said to be a 
kind girl. 

She is caring, friendly and easy to en-
gage. Leah is able to give and receive affec-
tion, being openly demonstrative with her 
mother during family visits. 

The lack of structure and routine in her 

family home has impacted her school per-
formance, in that Leah has missed a sig-
nificant amount of school, resulting in aca-
demic challenges. She struggles mainly in 
English and French. 

In order for her to succeed in school, 
she needs structure, patience and consist-
ent rules. 

Thus far, Leah has integrated into the 
emergency foster home and has responded 
well to the structure and nurturing pro-
vided by her foster mother. 

Leah has regular contact with her bio-
logical family, but needs a family that can 

make the commitment to her for as long 
as she is in need of care. Because she needs 
consistency and clear structure to help her 
to focus, it appears that Leah will benefit 
from a two-parent family where her overall 
needs will be met. 

The ideal foster family would be a black 
family that can make the commitment to 
her for as long as she requires care. The 
foster parents should be open to structured 
visits from her parents and sibling. 

For more information about Leah, 
please call Batshaw Youth and Family 
Centres at 514.932.7161, local 1139.

the resignation of former city clerk Andrew 
Brownstein September 10, 2021, described 
Ferland’s appointment as “a relief.” 

He thanked “the whole department” of 
legal services for making it possible for 
him to undertake the role only a month 
after he had arrived in Westmount himself 
to head the city’s administration (see story 
August 10, p. 1). 

Brownstein had left the city to return to 
private legal practice after working in the 
position for two years (see story September 
14, p. 14). His departure on the approach 
of the municipal election November 7, left 
Westmount without a returning officer, for 
which the city contracted out the role. It 
also approved a bank of hours from the 
legal firm of Bélanger Sauvé.

City clerk, cont’d from p. 1 Screen shot as Denis Ferland, bottom right, is welcomed by city council at its virtual meeting 
 December 20.



16 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – January 18, 2022

Gazoo, with the adorable feet 

I just can’t stop myself. I have a soft spot 
for cats with fluffy mittens! As you can see 
with me right here, huggable Gazoo has 
the most perfect contrast of silky, short 
black fur and four perfect white booties, 

noticing that he is polydactyl, which is even 
better. 

Gazoo is so coordinated in his look, 
sleek black mask and hat, perfect black 
coat, white shirt, white booties – a true 
dandy. With his bright green eyes and pink 
nose, he is the poster cat of sweetness. 

Gazoo is presently in foster care with 
the grassroots animal rescue Gerdy’s Res-
cues & Adoptions, and is very appreciated 
by the family as he is very friendly, affec-
tionate and playful. When he plays, he gets 
excited and sociable, quite enjoying inter-

action with people around the home even 
though he has not been around children. 
Gazoo is a very healthy eight-and-a-half-
year-old, up to date with his inoculations, 
neutered and microchipped. 

If you would like more information and 
adorable photographs of him, please do not 
hesitate to write to info@gerdysrescue.org 
to find out all about Gazoo and fill out the 
application for adoption form. 

This is a New Year when we will still be 
spending so much time at home, certainly 
a perfect opportunity to fill your life with 
the joys of a loving friend. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Alaska (not the state) 

Yes, she is a delightful girlie, just perfect 
in so many more ways than just her profile, 
which is stunning. 

A young one-year-old, Alaska is very 
friendly and affectionate with all. She is 
cutely puppy-playful still with other dogs, 
very bright and ready to bond. A good walk, 
a car ride, a snuggle – all are very appreci-
ated. 

She is true to her husky breed and is 
ready for physical activities and socializing 
dates with other dogs and new friends. 

She is presently in foster care for the 
animal rescue volunteer organization 
Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions, where she 
is enjoying a fenced backyard. 

Alaska has had limited exposure and is 

not used to small children and cats yet. 
As she is a puppy still in many ways, 

boredom is to be avoided. A good routine 
with rules and consistency is so important, 
as all puppy people know! Sweet Alaska is 
very healthy, up to date with her vaccina-
tions, spayed and microchipped. She is 
crate trained, house trained and can be on 
her own for a bit at home in her crate as a 
practice, even though a presence in the 
house or flexible hours are best for a grow-
ing young dog. 

If you would like to find out more about 
her, please refer to the Gerdy’s Rescues & 
Adoptions website at gerdysrescue.org and 
refer to her information page. If you would 
like to find out more, please write to the 
rescue at info@gerdysrescue.org for more 
information and an adoption question-
naire. 

Alaska is a sweet beauty. She would fit 
in so well in our Westmount doggie central 
neighbourhood! 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectiblesLamp Repairs 

25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Lew Yung-Chien: Art and renewal 

Westmounter Lew Yung-Chien is well 
known for his stunning photography – 
both realistic and abstract. A photographer 
with a continually evolving style and sub-
ject matter, Yung offers timely advice on 
creativity – and life – as we enter the New 
Year. 

Camera as brush 

Elected to the Royal Canadian Academy 
of Arts in 2014, Yung’s work features 
scenes of Westmount as well as his birth-
place, China. 

But his images – a black-and-white pho-
tograph of a tree against a waterfall or the 
red textures of peeling paint on a barn door 
– are universal and timeless. 

When asked what guides his art, he 
answered, “In this era of the internet and 
information overload – simplicity!” 

A co-founder of the well-known Mon-
treal communications firm Hablutzel & 
Yung in 1975, Yung draws on his graphic-
design skills. 

Trained in the visual arts in Taiwan and 
France, his photographs of trees reflected 
in water or city dwellers under bright um-
brellas celebrate colour, form and texture. 

He explained that his images are not 
created or manipulated in software, but 
that he shoots what he sees. 

Also a painter, Yung describes his ap-
proach: “I use the camera as a brush to cap-
ture the beauty of the moment, when inner 
feeling and reality collide in front of my 
eyes.” 

He explained that photography can be 
“as romantic as a watercolour painting, as 
intense as an oil painting, as precise as a 
realistic painting, and as suggestive as an 
abstract painting.” 

The variety in Yung’s work reflects this 

viewpoint. 

Photo exploration 

Known to many in Westmount Park as 
a tai-chi practitioner, Yung’s first book of 
photographs L’esprit du tai-chi was published 
in 2009 by Les Éditions de l’Homme. An -
other, Beauty comes from the heart, was 
published in 2015 at the time of his solo 
exhibition in Taiwan. Images in this book 
include clouds reflected in windows and 
– on the cover – Westmount Park’s weeping 
willow. “My work is a self-portrait,” he 
said. 

Beginning in January 2020 – with flights 
cancelled due to COVID – Yung spent the 

year in Taiwan photographing and re-unit-
ing with former classmates. “While others 
my age are presenting retrospectives of 
their work, I’m still experimenting,” he 
said. Indeed, on his return in December, 
he began a new series where long exposure 
times reduced pedestrians to silhouettes 
against driving snow. 

Yung calls his creative approach “swif-
tism” to convey an inner initial response 
rather than a post-production technique. 
At photographic workshops in California 
– now by Zoom – he encourages students 
to observe nature and the shifting patterns 
of light and form. He explained, “The mo-
ment is fleeting and will not return.” His 

latest series – abstracted details of nature 
in Westmount Park – reflect this philos-
ophy. 

“My work is now rooted in Quebec,” he 
said. 

Personal discovery 

For Yung, photography is self-portrait-
ure as well as a moment in time. But it is 
also about seizing the moment – to run 
outside with a camera when a spring snow 
settles on new buds. 

A powerful reminder to find beauty – 
and opportunity – in our daily lives, his 
parting question was: “What will your por-
trait look like?”

In conversation 

Heather Black

Lew Yung-Chien at his Westmount home on December 29.



Current estimate for delivery of extension: September 

École St. Léon’s student enrolment, island’s population drop 

By Martin C. Barry 

With construction of a new extension 
at École St. Léon tentatively scheduled to 
be completed by next fall, administrators 
say they are alarmed by a steep drop in en-
rolment at the school over the past few 

years, corresponding to a decline in Mon-
treal’s population during the COVID pan-
demic. 

According to a report released last week 
by the Institut de la statistique du Québec, 
Quebec’s rural regions benefitted from rec-
ord gains in population growth last year, 
largely at the expense of the island of Mon-
treal. 

The study found that Quebec’s urban 
centres underwent especially drastic drops, 
especially the island of Montreal. It re-
ported a net loss of 48,300 residents, which 
is around 2.6 per cent. 

Loss: 21 classes 

According to Eric Dion, director of St. 
Léon, the school’s peak enrolment of 830 
students three years ago now stands at 
around 555, for a loss of 12 classes. 

Because of the ongoing construction at 
the main campus, around 170 St. Léon stu-
dents currently attend classes at the Char-
levoix annex on de Courcelle St. in St. 
Henri. 

Dion, who has been a teacher and a 
school administrator since the early 1990s, 
said that neither he nor assistant-director 
Pierre-Emmanuel Pednault had ever seen 
a comparable drop in enrolment. “It goes 
against trends seen in all the statistics,” he 

said in an interview with the Westmount 
Independent. 

He suggested that if the decision to pro-
ceed with the extension project were being 
made under the current circumstances, the 
Centre de services scolaire de Montréal 
(CSSDM) would probably have decided not 
to go ahead. 

Dion said the school should be able to 
accommodate an enrolment of 750 stu-
dents after the renovations and construc-
tion are completed. 

Extension’s completion dates uncertain 

However, factors like the COVID pan-
demic, which is causing labour shortages 
and supply chain issues that are disrupting 
access to construction materials, might 
lead the CSSDM to postpone the delivery 
date, he added. 

“It is not entirely out of the question 
that in February or March, the CSSDM 
makes a decision,” said Dion, pointing out 
that a decision can’t be made later than that 
date, since moving from the annex back to 
the main campus could take months. 

Pednault said that if construction of the 
extension can’t be completed on time, a 

plan is in place to deal with the conse-
quences. In the meantime, “the students 
are doing quite well at the Charlevoix 
annex,” he added. 

Registration for new students is now 
under way at École St. Léon until January 
25. The school will be holding an online 
open-house event for interested parents on 
January 19 at 6 pm on the Microsoft Teams 
platform.
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Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Snow Shovelling & Yard Work 

Snow shovelling, raking leaves, yard & garden cleanup, adding 
mulch. Text/Message Vince at 514-294-5562.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Seen here on January 13 from the south end of Kitchener Ave., work on the extension of École St. 
Léon is on track to being completed for the beginning of the 2022-2023 school year next August 
and September. Photo: Martin C. Barry
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Sharing the faith – Part 1: Judaism 

Westmount’s spiritual leaders 
speak up as we approach the 
2-year mark of COVID-19 
By Jennifer Ball 

In this, the first installation of a series 
that will feature perspectives from West-
mount’s spiritual leaders, the Independent 
conversed with Rabbi Ellen Greenspan of 
Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom, Rabbi 
Yossi Shanowitz of Chabad of Westmount 
and Rabba Rachel Finegold of Shaar Ha-
shomayim to reflect on 23 months of the 
COVID pandemic. 

When the Omicron variant mangled 
many New Year’s Eve sprees, it may have 
felt like déjà-vu for many. Nevertheless, the 
spectrum of Jewish denominations with 
Westmount sites has resulted in different 
spiritual benefactions at the start of 2022 
– all while adhering strictly to the public 
health guidelines, after the province closed 
places of worship on December 31. 

From the Shaar 

“There is a Jewish teaching: ‘If I am not 
for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, who am I?’” Rabba Finegold – 
who has the distinction of being one of the 
first Orthodox women to be ordained and 
the first woman to be hired in Canada by 
an Orthodox congregation – said. “It is 
called Ethics of the Fathers and it is 2,000 
years old. 

“If I cannot go to synagogue or Rosh 
Hashana, then I am going to figure out 
how to make that meaningful for me and 
for my nuclear family,” she added. “Jewish 
life is not a lonely religion! It is communal. 
You literally cannot practise Judaism alone 

on a mountain-top because a prayer quo-
rum is required for certain rituals.” 

As an Orthodox congregation, Shaar 
Hashomayim has certain limits on what it 
can do with technology, within Jewish law. 
Leaders have been unable to have prayer 
services via Zoom because shabbat – from 
sundown on Friday to sundown on Satur-
day – dictates that they cannot use any 
technology during those hours. 

They have seen new connections build-
ing within their membership, though, after 
congregation volunteers contacted every-
body over 70 – which is many hundreds of 
people – to check in on their health and 
also their spirits. 

From the Temple 

Rabbi Greenspan’s reform synagogue 
Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom made an 
attempt to go back to in-person services re-
cently, when allowed, and they were at-
tended by 20 to 30 people. When they ze-
roed in on the Zoom platform, attendance 
rose dramatically. 

“Unlike some reform synagogues in 
North America, we have services every Fri-
day evening and every Saturday morning 
all year round. We are routinely getting 40 
Zoom screens, often with two people on 
each screen. So, we are getting huge 
numbers,” she said. 

Judaism has an aspect that in every 
single prayer service there is an expression 
of gratitude and the synagogue has made 
that very much a part of its Zoom services. 

“As much as it is a spiritual need, it is a 

need for community. We are a social people. 
On Friday, we open the Zoom session early 
for people to chat with each other and also 
at the end of the services,” Rabbi Greenspan 
said. 

From Chabad 

While community can endure without 
a building and without an address, digital 
is supplemental only to the in-person con-
nection in Judaism. Of this Rabbi Shano-
witz was adamant. “What is not achieved 
via Zoom is taking out the Torah or saying 
the Kaddish. For a lot of people, that is so 
important,” he said. 

The Jewish faith has thrived because of 
people’s ability to unite, as they did at Sinai, 
standing together as “one person with one 
heart.” Ever since then, they embody Torah 
in every loving, kind, compassionate deed. 

“The way that I would see it is people 
who are grateful, who are thankful and 
who are faithful, they look at this situation 
and they see that there is a bigger plan,” 
Rabbi Shanowitz said. “I put my faith and 

trust in my creator and we are all going to 
grow stronger from this. I firmly believe 
that.” 

King Solomon, who established the first 
Jewish temple, wore a ring adorned with 
“gimmel,” “zayen” and “yud,” and these ab-
breviations of the words “Gam Zeh Yaa-
vor” remind us – almost 3,000 years later 
– that “this too shall pass.” 

If only it could before the next signifi-
cant Jewish holiday of Purim on March 16! 

Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom •
@ www.templemontreal.ca/ 
Congregation Shaar Hashomayim •
@ www.shaarhashomayim.org/ 
Chabad of Westmount •
@ www.chabadwestmount.com 

The Independent will be reaching out to 
congregations and religious leaders, but 

if you are a religious leader based in 
Westmount and you want to be interviewed, 

please write or call the editor. 
editor@westmountindependent.com 

or 514.935.4537.Rabba Finegold on January 14. Rabbi Shanowitz on January 14.

Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom on January 14.
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Another choice on Victoria Ave. 

Now that life is somewhat constricted – 
again! – why not take pleasure in weekly 
tasks? Shopping can be done differently 
while supporting local small businesses. 
Walk a new path. 

Discover, or re-discover, L’Autre Choix, 
the charming grocer on Victoria, celebra-
ting 12 successful years. 

I know it from the summer months 
when I pass by to pick up salad makings, 
which at that time of year are artfully laid 
on the shop steps. 

90-percent organic 

Now, one enters of course. It feels like 
being in Europe. The store is brimming 
with products, “90 percent of which are or-
ganic,” explains owner Clara Kwan. 

How refreshing not to see bits of plastic 
packing vegetables and salads. Only a few 
are so constrained. And how delightful to 
discover delicious brands and products 
ranging from Italian Rummo pastas; 
meats et al from Les Fermes Valens, Mo-
roccan tea from Numi, and my favourite – 
Annie’s Bunny Graham Crackers. Just the 

charming comfort I need. Also a fun pick-
me-up for a driven-to-despair work-at-
home person. 

As more and more consumers are turn-
ing to alternative milks, L’Autre Choix fills 
the gap with almond, walnut, cashew, oat 
and pecan options. (And, yes, of course 
there is a “barista” edition!) Organic coffee 
from 49th Parallel shares shelf space with 
an enticing choice of teas, including Ma-
sala chai tea; a warming sip for grey daze. 
(No. Not a typo!) 

Gluten-free too 

Along the crammed-yet-organized 
shelves are Asian condiments, honeys and 
olives, as well as options for baking with 
gluten-free baking soda and powder. Like 
all grocers, L’Autre Choix was closed on 
Sundays when we visited, but “hopefully 
to be open 7 days a week again,” smiles 
Clara. 

PS: you can also order online. Lautre-
choix.ca 

L’Autre Choix 
330A Victoria 
Open Monday to Saturday 

(Sundays after ruling lifted) 
9 am to 6 pm

City views 

Veronica Redgrave



de Maisonneuve is open at Atwater
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You are in good hands

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

AESTHETIC MEDICINE 
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENTS 
(No medical referral required) 

Plan your visit today 
514 342.8346

Dr. John P. Rowen 
Phlebology 

Aesthetic medicine

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount 
www.xomed.ca  |  info@xomed.ca

When we last checked in on the portion of de Maisonneuve between Atwater and Wood (November 
30, p. 16), it had been finished from the point of view of the Société de transport de Montréal (STM) 
for work on the Atwater Metro station roof, but it remained closed as Westmount talked to Montreal 
about how to reduce traffic. On January 14, it was open, although only to local traffic and one or 
two lanes are cordoned off. It is not obvious what “local traffic” means in this context or how/if 
that restriction will be enforced. The northern sidewalk is now also open. Photos: Independent.
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If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and 
comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to 
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member 
al Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Tcompany of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Roy Trrademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 

2022. All rights reserved. 22_90301_BY5_001 (06/2021)

professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our 
business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage 
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it 
is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our 
personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio 
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across 
Canada, with over $5 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

Jean-François Dion, 
Senior Portfolio Manager, 
or Sholom Tabak, 

dvisorSenior Wealth A r,
at 514-878-4216

1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal 

kentwealth.com
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