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City carnival on hold — for now
Youth programs open up at
WRC, Vic Hall — but no games

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

All city Sports and Recreation programs
for youth (under 18) that involve a maxi-
mum of 25 people were to be opened
January 31, department director Dave
Lapointe confirmed last week after a Que-
bec government announcement.

This change applies to practices, but not
games.

General skating and the stick-and-puck
activities remain open by reservation three
days beforehand while people already reg-

Committee recommendation:
Keep Sunnyside section
one-way — see p. 9 for story
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istered for youth hockey will be notified of
their practice times.

“It’'s good news,” Lapointe said. “It’s
going in the right direction. Now we're
hoping for news about adult activities.”
The recent easing of restrictions applies at
both the Westmount recreation centre
(WRC) and Victoria Hall.

While the city’s annual winter carnival
was traditionally due to take place over the
coming weekend, this year’s government
limit on 250 people congregating outdoors
is cancelling it — so far, that is.

This is because proof of vaccination
would be required, “which we can’t con-
trol,” he said. “If outdoor measures change, 3
we will try to organize a ‘pop-up’ carnival e
setting if the suppliers we usually use are ~ Snowboarder Trey Holder takes a giant leap off one of the two large snow bumps in the King George
available on short notice.” (Murray) snow park on January 27.

PHoOTO: RALPH THOMPSON.

Cllr. D’Amico: ‘Green’ accounting is a first ‘baby step’

City aims to start collecting data
on its carbon footprint

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Climate change, according to Council-
lor Antonio D’Amico, was one of the con-
cerns raised during the municipal election
when he campaigned door to door in Dis-
trict 1, the seat he won that is located north
of The Boulevard.

And now that he has been named fi-
nance commissioner, the concern he heard

from residents made its way into the
budget speech he delivered January 10 as
a council objective to explore the possibility
of implementing “green accounting.”

This, he said, would be a way to start
collecting data on monitoring the city’s
effort to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions in an effort to set an example
in the management of
climate change.

MAXWELL CASTLE
REALESTATE BROKER

+1-514-941-8802 maxwellcastle.com

Re/Max Action Inc., 1225 Greene Ave., Westmount

continued on p. 16

R

. -ﬁ'ﬂﬁ

CALLTO INQUIRE ABOUT OUR NEW
EXCLUSIVE PROPERTIES FOR SALE

514-605-6755

L ENGEL&VOLKERS
ROCHELLE CANTOR

©2022 Engel & Volkers. Al rights
i

Engel & Volkers Montréal / Québec




2 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - February 1, 2022

Top 1%

in Canada &

———— EQUIPE COURTIER IMMOBILIER ———— B.514.934 1818

BEATRICE BAUDINET | €-514.912.1482

baudinet@royallepage.ca

CEAL ESTATE BROKER TEaAM | Www.baudinet.ca
W N e —
T UL <A et
st Royal Lepage WA HERITAGE
AWARD Quebec. il REAL ESTATE AGENCY

2009-2017 — INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

2 BEDROOM CONDO NEAR ATWATER MARKET AND LACHINE CANAL
i . .

Montreal-West 147 Av. Brock N. Westmountl 464 Av. Grosvenor . Westmount | 11 Av. Ingleside Westmount | 40 Av. Arlington
$1,430,000 $1,290,000 $5,900/M Asking $2,550,000

BEAUTIFUL 1 BEDROOM CONDO

2 BEDROOM SEMI-DETACHED HOME @ FOREST HILL 2 BEDROOM CONDO

- NEW LISTING ' “% FEATURED

Pointe-Saint Charles Cote-des-Neiges | 4500. Ch. de la Cote- ; Le PlateauMont -Royal V|lle Marie | 738 Rue St-Paul 0., apt. 207
631 Rue de Liverpool | $699,000 des-Neiges, apt. 607 | $625,000 4435 Av. Henri-Julien | $565,000 $374,800

NEW LISTING
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Public Security apprehends 4 in action

Teens caught vandalizing fence at toboggan run

: & . = :
Some of the damage to the toboggan-run fences at King George (Murray)

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Four Westmount teens were caught rip-
ping out the protective fencing near the
base of the toboggan run at King George
(Murray) Park at 10:34 pm, after the run
had been closed for the night January 23,
Public Security officials said.

The vandalism caused by the four, aged
15 to 17, was described as extending over a
wide area as they ripped out and scattered
the wooden pickets over the ground and
removed steel plates and stakes securing
the fence — leaving jagged wiring loose and
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dangerous to passers-by.

The fence is intended to prevent users
of the run from going into Céte St. Antoine
but the boys were reported to have torn it
out to extend the run they were apparently
using with prohibited snowboards and
skis.

The Independent had already noticed
some damage to it by January 22 (see
January 25, p.3).

Witnessed in action

When a call was received at Public Se-
curity for the run being used after hours
and damaged at the same time, an officer
witnessed the action from the corner of
Céte St. Antoine and Mount Stephen.

Other officers attended and the four
were intercepted. They admitted to the
damage and their parents were called to
pick them up at the hill. When the parents
of one could not be contacted by phone, of-
ficers went to the nearby home.

“The parents came to the park and were

SERVICES IMMOBILIERS

LET US BRING VALUE TO YOUR PROPERTY,
SO THAT YOU CAN MAXIMIZE YOUR PROFITABILITY

GSM\

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

514 989-5520 ext 102 | www.gsmv.ca

Alexander Khalifa

Park, as seen January 24.

all very upset and disappointed by the com-
portment of their sons,” said Public Secur-
ity director Greg McBain. “We want to keep
the run open. A lot of effort, money and
man-hours by Public Works goes into
maintaining the run.”

e
E . B

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WESTMOUNT PUBLIC SECURITY.

No tickets were issued because of the
boys’ minor ages, he said, but the parents
were to deal with the matter.

The run was so successful last winter
that it was enlarged this year (see story Sep-
tember 28, p.1).
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Carly Fridman is an exceptional professional with incredible

attention to detail. We loved working with her and her team to

sell our home. She understood what was important to us, got the

result we wanted and

executed flawlessly.

- Hana, seller

carlyfridman.com - (514) 934-1818 - info@carlyfridman.com
1245 Greene Avenue, Westmount, QC
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36 Av. Sunnyside, Westmount 4455 Av. Montrose, Westmount
$ 8,995,000 $ 3,995,000

Joseph Montanaro
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INTRODUCING

Westmount Exclusive 495 Av. Viger O., #3301, Ville-Marie 76 Av. Arlington, Westmount 41 Av. Arlington, Westmount
$ 3,500,000 $ 3,495,000 $ 3,095,000 $ 2,895,000

INTRODUCING
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4565 Ch. Circle, CDON/NDG 1227 Rue Sherbrooke.#42, Ville-Marie 655 Av. Victoria, Wéstmount 1418 Av. du Dr.—Penf.ieId, Ville-Marie
$ 2,545,000 $ 2,295,000 $1,995,000 $1,499,000
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495 Av. Viger O., apt. 3501, Ville-Marie 172 Ch. Edgehill, Westmount
$ 7,995,000* $ 6,995,000*

A RECORD-SMASHING YEAR

+ $ 315,000,000

IN SALES VOLUME IN 2021

ACCEPTED OFFER o ACCEPTED OFFER w T ACCEPTED OFFER
L
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3283 Av. Cedar (lot), Westmount 8 Place NOI"thVIeW Dollard D. Ormeaux 657 Av. Murray Hill, Westmount : 7 Av. des Azalées, Esterel
$ 4,995,000* $ 3,480,000* $ 2,599,000* $ 2,495,000*

Westmount Exclusive 10 Ch. des Deux-Lacs, Estérel




6 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - February 1, 2022

I have continued to pursue the vaccina-
tion fates of people who, after being asked
to use expiring AstraZeneca doses, re-
ceived one such dose last spring, followed
by two mRNA doses in the summer, of
which I am one (see January 18, p. 6). We
“ARRs” are currently not eligible for a
fourth/booster (mRNA) dose, despite the
passage of five-plus months since our last
vaccine.

I sent an email January 21 to federal
member of parliament for NDG-West-
mount Marc Garneau, urging him to advo-
cate for us with Health Canada, given that
the provincial minister of Health explained
in a January 13 email to me that Quebec
was deferring to Canada in this regard. Gar-
neau’s office sent an immediate confirma-
tion of receipt, for which I thank them.

On January 24, I spoke to provincial
legislator for Westmount-St. Louis Jennifer
Maccarone, who said she would be pur-
suing the matter with the regional health
authorities. I thank her for her time.

Facts from Dr. Vinh

I also spoke to Dr. Donald Vinh, infec-
tious disease specialist at the McGill Uni-
versity Health Centre (MUHC), January 26
about recipients of AstraZeneca plus two
mRNA vaccine doses. I thank him for his
time.

EDITORIAL
Fourth shot for Astra-mRNA-mRNA recipients? Not yet

He explained a number of things. When
I asked him about the protection that these
ARR recipients currently have, he said:
“We don’t entirely know,” and explained
that, while there are several studies that
have been published that have looked at
antibody responses under different vaccine
combinations, studies assessing the spe-
cific permutation of ARR are under way in
Canada, given that the third dose has been
heterogeneously implemented across the
country.

However, he explained that, based on
current immunologic principles, antibody
levels following the ARR combination
“may be just fine” and seemed positive
about their prospects.

And antibody levels are not the whole
story. Regardless of the vaccine, antibodies
will decline over time, but recipients are
“not necessarily less protected,” due to a
memory response that the immune system
has acquired by vaccination — with an add-
ed benefit that this response can “ripen”
over time.

When asked about the protection that
these recipients provide to those around
them by hopefully not transmitting the
virus, he again explained that the data did
not yet exist and so he had “no specific
answer.” That being said, adequately vac-
cinated people have been shown to trans-
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mit pre-Omicron variants for shorter time
periods, a study of triple-vaccinated
mRNA-only recipients showed good re-
sults and, given what is known about vac-
cination and diseases, it would make sense
for ARR recipients to transmit the virus
less or for less time.

Even if it’'s murky, why not vaccinate
these people again with an mRNA dose
right now? Is there a downside?

Unfortunately, yes, there may be, said
Dr. Vinh. If you keep vaccinating vacci-
nated people, they can develop a hypersen-
sitivity reaction. As the benefits of added
vaccine doses decline (a kind of medical
law of diminishing returns) and the risk of
these reactions increase, the lines cross.

And have the ARRs been forgotten? Are
we too few to merit study? No, said Vinh.
Across Canada, there are many people in
the same boat and the medical community
is interested in the answer.

Where are we?

So where does that leave we ARRs? This
pandemic, most probably like all previous

LETTERS TO

WHAT’S WITH THE NEGATIVITY
ON ARMOURY PROJECT?
NEGATIVE COVERAGE?

I run on the track next to Westmount
High School, and have periodically fol-
lowed the coverage (dare we say saga?) of
the Hillside armoury in this publication. I
find the critical coverage of its redevelop-
ment perplexing. Let’s be honest and admit
the existing building has no architectural
value or pleasing aesthetics whatsoever. It
is, objectively, an ugly industrial building.
I am hard pressed to understand the jus-
tification for preserving any part of it, and
I imagine most pragmatic people would
recognize its historical use shouldn’t have
any bearing on its future.

Additionally, the NIMBY-ism comments
of those opposed are somewhat absurd.
One groused how it’s not turning into an
aquatic center to be used freely. Yes, and I

Correction:
Kamateros pictured

The picture on p. 20 of last week’s paper
is in fact of notary Anna Kamateros, not
lawyer Ann Soden. They both spoke at a
webinar about elder abuse organized by
the Atwater Library January 13. My
apologies. — DP.

ones, is a choose-your-own-adventure and
different people are doing different things.

I know of one ARR who, for good or ill,
fluked into a fourth, mRNA dose. I know
another who is looking for a workaround
to getting one. I know another who has
found a viable route to a fourth dose. I
know of another person who had hours of
his time wasted at a vaccination site before
being told “No.”

If I can summarize our mood, I would
say that we feel a little used by the Quebec
government (as if it said: “Take this slightly
less effective Astra before it goes bad and
before we stop using it altogether, and then
don’t call us — we'll call you”), a little neg-
lected and not entirely confident that we
and our contacts are as protected as we can
be.

For these reasons, I urge the medical
and governmental authorities to keep on
that data. As the answers become clear,
please share them and, if applicable,
change the policy.

David Price is the editor
of the Independent.

THE EDITOR

would like my neighbour to transform his
home into a skating rink, but alas his prop-
erty belongs neither to me, nor to the city.
Another complained of the construction
that would inconvenience her, yet the con-
struction of her own condo was likely once
a nuisance to someone else. Multiple build-
ings in the area are under construction.
Why single this one out?

Even the recent article in this paper
subtly casts aspersions for height and den-
sity changes. The proposed development
is indicated as five storeys, but two build-
ings over are seven- and six-storey edifices
respectively. Opposite on St. Catherine is
a 10-storey building.

Why this instinct towards the negative,
and this frantic search to find something
to oppose?*

What about the best interests of the stu-
dents nearby? Has a dilapidated building
next to a school ever been associated with
good things? Most people would prefer a
new development to improve and beautify
the neighbourhood than the monstrosity
that currently exists.

This project should be embraced.

GEORGE VOULOUMANOS, EDGEHILL RD.

Editor’s reply: 1 don’t see how our correct
description of the proposal (which is about
to be judged by the mu-

nicipal government and so  continued on p. 7
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Mt. Pleasant online survey marks start of 2022 construction

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Launching the 2022 construction sea-
son, the city has sent residents of Mount
Pleasant between Sherbrooke and Rose-
mount Cresc., an online survey to provide
their opinions of the current needs of the
street and its design before tenders for
costs are prepared.

“This initiative is part of a pilot project
aimed to facilitate resident communica-
tions ...in advance of a reconstruction,” the
survey states. Residents of some surround-
ing streets also received invitations to par-
ticipate.

The project is to include the reconstruc-

timely as news) is “critical” or “casting as-
persions.” And how is correctly counting
the plan’s storeys “negative”? Would it be
neutral to hide the truth? Would it serve
the reader? — DP

DANGEROUS TRUCKS? YES —
KILLER TRUCKS? HOPEFULLY NOT

Yesterday as I walked along a West-
mount street, a man passing me exclaimed
as I stopped to look at a garbage truck:
“Killer truck.”

I asked for clarification, to which he
stated they drive dangerously and fre-
quently cut corners. How timely, since the
day before I experienced the same thing at
the back of my home.

I live on an alley that is for residents to
access their homes and service people to
use only when they have business there.
At 7:40 am, a compost truck turned onto
the alley, as usual cutting the corner. Since
I live there, he, and others, frequently
cause damage to my property as they cross
it.

He, like others, was travelling fast. I was
walking on the alley near my house on the
passenger side. I put my hand up trying to
communicate to let me access a driveway

WILD CHURCH
Sunday 6 February 2022

A guided walk round Summit Woods
Breathe in nature
Share insights
Be grateful

9am at the church door
4695 blvd de Maisonneuve West
(allow 2 hours)

Westmount Park United Church
www.westmountparkuc.org

tion of road and sidewalks, Hydro West-
mount’s underground structure and re-
placement of the street lighting network.
Replacement of the water main network
took place in the summer of 2020 (see story
April 6, 2021, p. 12).

The online survey states that the overall
design of the street could depend on survey
results such as the possible narrowing of
the street, a bike lane, widening of side-
walks, the addition of bump-outs and other
speed reducers in accordance with current
standards and regulations as well as the
recommendations from the Westmount
Traffic Calming Guide from 2013.

A deadline of January 14 was set for sub-

LETTERS TO

to keep myself safe and to allow him to
continue. He did not.

I screamed and had to jump up onto a
garbage box. As it passed, the truck’s
double rear wheels of the truck were a few
feet from me. He did not stop or slow
down. I shudder to think what would have
happened if I had slipped, or if a child or
animal had been with me. I took a picture
of the truck as it got to the end of the alley.
Tuesday was not a collection day for this
sector so he had no business to be there.
He was simply looking for a shortcut.

This is not the first time that this has
happened. A few years ago, a garbage truck,
cutting across, clipped concrete blocks that
were there to stop any vehicles from caus-
ing damage to my property. The block flew
into the air, landing 12 feet from where it
was launched, broke into a few pieces, with
a piece damaging my car. The noise was
deafening and people came around looking
to see what it was.

Thankfully, no one was hurt. This event
resulted in the city remaking the concrete
curb so it cannot break apart. It has many
marks of trucks hitting it but it has pro-
tected things somewhat.

Other neighbours also have experienced

RI3

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
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Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
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www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

mitting the survey.

No way of accessing this guide was
mentioned though it can be found on the
city’s website by searching for “Traffic
Study” at the top of the home page (see
also a summary from the Independent
March 12, 2013, p. 1).

More information requested on the sur-
vey such as the numbers sent out and to
which residents on which streets was not
received from the city by press time Mon-
day, January 31.

Lesley Wright, a resident of Olivier,
however, said she had received a letter in
the mail directing her to complete the sur-
vey online.

THE EDITOR

similar incidents, some involving very
young kids.

The city responded promptly after they
looked into this matter. The driver claims
he did not see me! That is even more worri-
some. Would he see a child, or a dog being
walked? Many use this alley.

Something has to be done to ensure the
safety of our residents. I and others over
the years have made suggestions that have
resulted in speed bumps and signs. I do
believe that has helped cars. But the trucks
are a hazard. It was suggested that I file a
police report to document this incident.
Perhaps I should have. I wish to work with
the city to find solutions. No death this
time, but the killer trucks need to be con-
trolled.

LESLEY AITON, DE MAISONNEUVE BLvD.

THERE ARE LIMITS
TO REMOTE WORSHIP

With the eruv [around Westmount],
Zoom, and other artifices, the People of
the Book can end-run some of the Halachic
canons while remaining true to the faith.
But there are limits to abbreviating tradi-
tion, and paying our final respects to the
dead at the appointed time in the time-hal-

iTutor

PRIVATE COMPUTER TRAINING

MAC ¢ PC « iPAD « iPHONE
INTERNET ® EMAIL® FACETIME® ZOOM
SAVE PHOTOS ® CREATE ALBUMS

I B
. COMPUTER ORGANIZATION
UPDATES ano TRANSFERS

CALL CATHERINE
514.937.8267

CHOWICK@VIDEOTRON.CA

REMOTE SUPPORT AVAILABLE

She said she was pleased at the city’s ef-
fort to consult the surrounding area but
needed more background information on
many of the questions and how to access
the traffic study.

This included “how suggested changes
fit into the city as a whole, not piecemeal.
To participate, you need to have more in-
formation including costs. Westmounters
are smart. We care about our city and we
want a livable city.”

For example, she said she could not
answer whether universal electrical charg-
ing stations were needed on Mount Pleas-
ant without knowing the availability of off-
street parking, for example.

lowed way shouldn’t require anyone’s
licence.

Unfortunately, the pandemic has us-
hered in a new tradition where the family
decides who shall be invited to mourn. Li-
miting the circle of mourners dishonours
the dead and is an indignity to the com-
munal and public nature of prayer. Death
shall have no dominion, the poet said. Nor
should the pandemic.

HowARrRD GREENFIELD, HII1SIDE AVE.

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!

- Call -

Z OURIK::

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Hand wash & repairs
of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS
WITH OUTSTANDING
SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP
FOR 35+ YEARS!

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com
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Time to make an appointment for
yvour COVID-19 booster dose.

Follow the vaccination sequence and book
your appointment when it’s your turn.

Québec.ca/COVIDvaccine

Stay protected longer thanks to the booster dose.

Get the booster dose and follow all health guidelines
to protect yourself from COVID-19 and its variants.

gouvernc’ament QUébEC
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New ‘Sustainable Land Development’
committee rejects change to Sunnyside

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

The request to city council for a one-
block stretch of Sunnyside to revert to its
original two-way traffic was turned down
last week at a meeting of a new city commit-
tee called the Sustainable Land Develop-
ment Management Commission (SLDMC).

“I personally preferred and voted for an
option presented which would see traffic
return to two-way circulation, with main-
tained parking,” District 1 councillor Anto-
nio D’Amico said after the meeting.

The one-way status quo option to be rec-

ommended to council was chosen by the
commission for reasons including security,
and lack of time savings and costs, he ex-
plained. The minutes and findings are to
be tabled at an upcoming council meeting
and a new visual model is then expected
to be “communicated publicly.”

The change in direction to one-way east
between Bellevue and Upper Bellevue took
place after last summer’s reconstruction
of the street and a poll of some residents.
It was opposed by Harry Bloomfield of Sur-
rey Gardens, who called for a wider poll of
users (see story December 14, p. 19).

Power turned off to 250 Clarke during water break

Montreal firefighters called Public Se-
curity January 22 at 12:21 am to help block
traffic when a water main broke on St. Ca-
therine just south of the large apartment
building at 250 Clarke. On the scene, Pub-
lic Security officials said it was noticed that
water was coming out of the ground and
found seeping into the building’s electrical

room, causing Hydro Westmount to cut
power at 1:30 am.

Officers blocked traffic between Red-
fern and Clarke and stayed on the scene
until hydro workers arrived and Public
Works picked up ice and slush. The power
was reported to have been restored at 3:25
am.

Second water main break on St. Catherine

For the second time within 24 hours, a
water main ruptured on St. Catherine St.,
this time on January 23 at 4:10 pm, accord-
ing to Public Security officials.

This break occurred at Metcalfe, infil-
trating the basement of the mixed-com-
mercial building at the southwest corner
of the intersection.

Firefighters were called when the water
was found seeping through the walls al-
though most of it was flowing into a floor

drain.

Items were moved away from the drain
and other buildings were checked.

St. Catherine was blocked to traffic be-
tween Melville and Metcalfe and a Public
Works loader was required to help clear the
area of snow and slush.

Very cold weather was attributed as the
cause of this break and the earlier one
further east at Clarke (see separate story
above).
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Real Estate Broker
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Lovely townhouse ideally located on
the flats of Westmount; 2 car garage
(a rarity), 3+1 bedroom; 2+2 bathroom.

Close to shops, restaurants, parks,
all transportation plus.  $7,495/month

Bunny Berke
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The finest retirement lifestyle
IS avallable at...

A Quality Lifestyle

Westmount’s good

B &4 |iving comes with age.
Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate
comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs

24 hours every single day.

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES.

4430 St. Catherine West
514-935-1212 — www.placekensington.com
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Developer: Armoury’s le
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Photos from an inspection report by Underwriters’ Laboratories showing the Hillside Lane wall
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(the east facade), which is to be dismantled due to the level of corrosion of its six metal columns

and the deterioration of its bricks.

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

While the city requires that a demolition
hearing take place whenever 50 percent or
more of a building’s exterior is to be re-
moved, in the case of the vacant Hillside
armoury, developers said last week that the
87 percent being proposed includes the
roof, which accounts for 47 percent.

Developer:
‘Trying to keep shape, footprint’

“We're planning to keep the same
shape, volume and footprint, while adapt-
ing the building to today’s needs in the cur-
rent residential zoning,” explained Luciano
Girlando.

As a result, he considers the project to
be a “restoration” rather than a demolition.

The proposed residential building is

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GROUPIMMO ELITE.

in Energy and Environmental Design,
added Maya Girlando, director of develop-
ment for Groupimmo Elite. “I think we're
giving the building an elegance it didnt
have.”

Described as being in a serious state of
deterioration, the Category II heritage-
rated building at 1-3 Hillside across from
the Westmount Athletic Grounds (WAG)
was built in 1910 as a riding academy in
what was then an industrial zone.

Corroded metal

Maya Girlando said the existing east fa-
cade on Hillside Lane has been found by
engineers to contain six columns of “cor-
roded metal” that support the roof.

Other findings from the same report,
she said, included that “for one reason or
another, over the years, the sidewalk on
Hillside Lane was built over the building’s

o A

foundation.” Another is that in order to
meet today’s insulation code and other
requirements, the new wall will be some
10 inches thick.

According to the city’s presentation on
its website, the total 87 percent demolition
figure includes 100 percent of the east fa-
cade, 43 percent of the south facade along
Hillside Ave., 67 percent of the west side
and 58 percent of the back.

Details of the proposed “preliminary”
plan for the “restored” building show the
new residential structure to have a fifth,
setback storey on the new roof.

The upcoming demolition hearing is to
focus on whether or not an application for
a demolition permit should be approved.
This depends on a building’s condition,
architecture, suitability within the current
neighbourhood zoning and other aspects.

Possible SCAOPI process

If the city’s Demolition Committee,
composed of all members of council, ap-

olition’ actually a ‘restoration’

= R Lk -
proves the demolition application, the pro-
posed project would then be subjected to
the city’s SCAOPI process for non-con-
forming buildings (see story January 18, p.
10).

A brief summary of the proposal shows
a five-storey development of 27 residential
units that does not comply to zoning den-
sity and height requirements

Vacant since 2014

The building has stood vacant since the
34 Combat Engineer Regiment (formerly
the 3 Field Engineers) moved out in 2014
after 67 years, citing the condition of the
building (see story April 1, 2014, p. 1).

[t was then sold to a developer who pro-
posed turning it into a pool and fitness
centre (see story April 15, 2017, p. 1).

That plan was subsequently rejected by
the city, which required on-site parking,
and the site was sold to Girlando and
partners at the end of 2018 (see story April
2,2019, p. 6).
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A SELECTION OF OUR LUXURIOUS CONDOS A SELECTION OF OUR FINE RESIDENCES

SUMPTUOUS APARTMENT RECENTLY REDONE | STATE-OF-THE-ART FINISHES BREATHTAKING VIEWS | IDEALLY LOCATED, STEPS FROM ALL SERVICES

PICTURESQUE STONE PROPERTY | WATERFRONT
SUMPTUOUS RESIDENCE DESIGNED & RENOVATED BY A RENOWNED DESIGNER i

—

g

o

i, b & L i

AV. FORDEN, WESTMOUNT - $5,995,000

OVER 4,500 SQ.FT. OF LIVING SURFACE ON 3 FLOORS SUPERB WESTMOUNT TOWNHOUSE ON THE FLAT

$3,295,000 $2,849,000 :
“SOLANO”, OLD PORT "RITZ-CARLTON", GOLDEN SQUARE MILE “COURS MONT-ROYAL’, DOWNTOWN AV. WOOD, WESTMOUNT CR. MERTON, HAMPSTEAD AV. EASTON, MONTREAL WEST

IN THE HEART OF A PRIVATE PARK | STUNNING FINISHES IDEAL PIED-A-TERRE | 1 PARKING
ST
e o e T

LUXURY REAL ESTATE HAS A NAME

MARIE-YVONNE PAINT

5 MYPAINT.CA - 5149335888 - f in

“SANCTUAIRE”, OUTREMONT ADJ. “M SUR LA MONTAGNE”, WESTMOUNT ADJ. “SIR GEORGE SIMPSON", GOLDEN SQ. MILE “LE WILLIAM", LITTLE BURGUNDY ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE - REAL ESTATE AGENCY INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED / MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER

HALL OF FAME ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.) NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE QUEBEC 2018, 2017,2016,2015,2012, 2011, 2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001

— ' P, STARTING AT
$2,995,000 AT 3 $2,662,534
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Real Estate
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ANDY DODGE

NOTE: The following article relates to the reg-
istration of deeds of sale for Westmount prop-
erty in August 2021, gleaned from city and
non-city sources. A list of sales can be found
at right.

One of Westmount’s more majestic
homes, a three-storey house towering
above Edgehill Rd., changed hands in Au-
gust last year for $6,400,000, the third-
highest price registered in Westmount dur-
ing the first eight months last year and, in
fact, since September 2019.

August transfers: Edgehill mansion leads the way

With the sale of 23 Edgehill Rd. leading
the way, Westmount saw 11 single-family
homes change hands, five above $2 million
and six ranging from $1,998,000 down to
$1,510,000. This made for an average price
of $2,560,273, and a median price of
$1,998,000. Volume was up from the seven
sales registered in July, but well below the
28 transactions that were closed in June
last year.

The average mark-up over valuation in
August was 23.4 percent, somewhat lower
than for any month since March; the aver-
age for year-to-date is 26.2 percent, so the
difference is fairly marginal.

The highest mark-upin ..................
August was actually the lo-  continued on p. 16

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

514 862-7718 514 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT

We compound medlcatlon for your pet

Flavoured medicine, chosen format (capsules, treats/pastes,
liquids, creams). It's not just hiding a pill in a piece of food!

PEARSON & COHEN-TENOUDJI

Pharmacy —Ilnlpl'lll

5025 Sherbrooke W. (between Claremont & Grey) Suite 102
(ground floor entrance) H4A 159 - 514-484-2222

Esti Jedeikin
514.594.7701

Ron Benveniste

514.942.9352

Toujours disponible pour répondre a vos questions
Always available to answer your questions

T E &D
' Equlne a2 Mo

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

462 Wood on January 25.

Qe

Salvatore Mastantuono.
Ventes & Services/sales & services.

Serrures de securite/security
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY.
Boites aux lettres/mall boxes
Residential ® Commercial ® Industrial

Open for service, curbside pickup

Visit our website!

www.bicyclesmcw.com
514 952-8891 (=
g 6010 Sherbrooke W ‘H'
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Bought & Sold — real estate transfers in August 2021

ADDRESS

446 Argyle
3306 Cedar

35 Church Hill
23 Edgehill

11 Lorraine
325 Metcalfe
384 Metcalfe
708 Victoria
462 Wood

CONDOMINIUMS

11 Hillside #201

11 Hillside #304

200 Lansdowne #209
4175 St. Catherine # 501
4175 St. Catherine #1003
4700 St. Catherine #302
4700 St. Catherine #802
4825 St. Catherine

1 Wood # 404

OTHER
1346-48 Greene

VENDOR

Sophie Tremblay & Martin Frank Silva
Samuel Theron Ramsey

Nancy Cummings

Fiducie Triple A

Warren Garfield & Stephanie Gliksman
David Robert Collier & Chantal Corriveau
Christopher David Wright & Tara Cope
Caron Gelber

Francois Ameye & Jacqueline Caillot

Martha Stephenson

177724 Canada Inc.

Howard Reilly

Celina Livac & Anne Berard
Stephane Senecal & Angelo Marino
Dima Dimensions Inc.

Michael Mendell & Phyllis Liebovitch
Sacha Singh

Peter Reiskind Holdings ULC

Chaussures Tony Inc.

PrICE
$2,230,000
$2,350,000
$3,750,000
$6,400,000
$1,510,000
$2,625,000
$1,560,000
$1,780,000
$1,980,000

$475,000
$620,000
$600,000
$1,209,214
$2,525,000
$1,247,000
$1,640,000
$550,000
$1,300,000

$1,960,000

2020 VAL RATIO (%)
$1,463,500 52.4%
$2,050,500 14.6%
$3,068,500 22.2%
$5,775,600 10.8%

$990,000 52.5%
$2,073,000 26.6%
$1,225,000 27.3%
$1,391,200 27.9%
$1,852,100 6.9%

$364,800 30.2%

$499,100 24.2%

$584,600 2.6%

$824,900 50.9%
$1,602,100 57.6%

$718,100 73.7%
$1,386,900 18.2%

$389,600 41.2%
$1,054,500 23.3%
$1,213,110 61.6%

TINA BAER

REAL ESTATE BROKER

30+ YEARS

OF TRUSTED BEXPERTISE

514 603-9870
tbaer@profusion.global

PROFUSION

CHRISTIE'S

ofusion Immobilier I

Y

ES, IT°S COL

But the spring market

will be hotl!

Call me now for a
confidential consult

D
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Rosalind Davis with this year’s poster.

“Imagine what Mayor Peter McEntyre
would think today about a project he
started in 1972, stated a press release re-
ceived by the Independent from the McEn-
tyre writing competition for students Janu-
ary 24.

The theme of the annual competition
is just that: “What’s next? Tell us what you

McEntyre writing competition turns 50

o 2 &
s ‘.’h *’I‘i
- 55 }

From left, Wendy Wayling, the children’s librarian at the Westmount Public Library, and chief judge

o i

PHOTO COURTESY OF R. DAvis.

imagine in the next moment, hour, year.
What will happen when you open that
door? What do you hope to see, and what
will you see? Or back in 1972, what could
you have dreamt would happen?” Entries
are due Thursday, April 1 and full details
are available on the Westmount Public Li-
brary website.

Carbon footstep, cont’d from p. 1

“It’s a baby step,” he explained last week
in order to “quantify” the city’s efforts to
reduce GHG emissions, “for example to
determine the amount of fuel we use and
how it relates to the degrees the average
day went up.”

This type of data is already documented
Dby the city of Montreal in its financial state-
ment, he said, though that city has a size-
able number of staff members to do this.
“I will be working with [Councillor] Matt
Aronson on this issue.”

City to set example: Aronson

Also a newcomer to Westmount’s coun-
cil, Aronson, in District 7, whose commis-
sionership includes climate change, told

the Independent that “we need to address
climate change however we can. Getting
the data on our carbon footprint is impor-
tant information the city needs in order to
set an example in a variety of areas.”

These include emissions such as those
attributed to the use of concrete in side-
walk repairs and even in home renova-
tions.

“We need to take a holistic approach,”
Aronson said.

D’Amico had also been asked for the
meaning of “green accounting” by Denis
Biro of Burton Ave. during the Zoom ques-
tion period at the council meeting January
10 following presentation of the budget
speech.

August transfers, cont’d from p. 14

west-priced house at 11 Lorraine Ave.,
$1,510,000, though the 52.5-percent mark-
up barely squeaked past the 52.4 percent
recorded in the sale of 446 Argyle Ave. The
lowest mark-up, 6.9 percent, was for the
lovely stonefront townhouse at 462 Wood
Ave.

Condos volume up

Nine more condominiums changed
hands in August, adding to the seven sales
closed in July to make 16 transfers in the
third quarter last year, with September yet
to come.

Already that is more than for either the
first or second quarters, an indication of
the increased popularity of condos. The
total 42 sales so far this year is already
higher than the 38 condo transactions that
took place in 2020.

The August sales provided the highest
and lowest condo prices so far in the third
quarter, ranging from $475,000 to

$2,525,000, and the 73.7-percent mark-up

— ta
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346-48 Greene — former site of oni{’s Shoes — onrjanuary 25.

for an apartment at 4700 St. Catherine St.
in August was the highest in the quarter,
though the 2.6 percent mark-up for a sec-
ond-floor unit at 200 Lansdowne Ave. was
barely higher than for a third-floor sale in
the same building in July, at 2.5 percent.

(Over the past two years only two of
nine sales at 200 Lansdowne have achieved
double-digit mark-ups while four others
were actually below valuation, so the con-
dos in that building might be expected to
have a notable reduction in overall valu-
ation compared to other Westmount con-
dos in the next valuation roll.)

One other August title deed docu-
mented the sale of Tony’s Shoes, 1346-48
Greene Ave., a landmark on Greene Ave.
that had been in the Fargnoli family since
1945.

It was purchased by a numbered com-
pany headed by local realtor Rochelle Can-
tor, who has now done the renovations and
posted a “for rent” sign on the front win-
dow.

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please limit
to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for publication
the following week. email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com
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UNE PASSION: L’EXCELLENCE.

Exclusif “ON THE FLAT”
7 500 000,00 $

50 Place Belvédére, Westmount 3047 Ch. De Breslay, Westmount Adj. 631 Av. Roslyn, Westmount
5980 000,00 $ 3495 000,00 $ 2 699 000,00 $

MARTIN ROULEAU | BComm

Courtier immobilier résidentiel & conseiller == ®
T 514.933.9998 | martinrouleau.com E NG E L &VOLKE RS

flo O MARTIN ROULEAU

kers. Tous droits réservés. endant et autonome. Si votre propriété est déja inscrite veuillez ne pas faire cas de cette
annonce. Courtier immobilier, agence immobiliére, Engel & Volkers Montréal / Québec.
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Police Report

Driver charged following The Boulecard/Cedar road-rage incident

By MARTIN C. BARRY

A confrontation on January 26 between
two motorists heading east along The
Boulevard and Cedar Ave. escalated into a
full-blown road-rage incident that ended
with one of the drivers arrested and
charged with mischief.

Police at Station 12 on Stanton St. re-
ceived two calls around 3:30 pm via 9-1-1
about the incident, coming from each of
the drivers.

One of the drivers had passed the other
at least once on the winding stretch be-
tween The Boulevard and along Cedar,
leading to a side-by-side argument, fol-
lowed by an exchange of insults between
the two.

i Lu.Lill #:a,,f
_,,._.-.--'""_'"-_r {1 .-1:

One of the drivers later admitted to of-
ficers who responded to the scene that he
had broken one of the other car’s side-
mounted rear-view mirrors because the
other driver was blocking his vehicle.

According to Station 12 community
relations officer Adalbert Pimentel, the
officers ended up arresting the driver who
first called 9-1-1. He was charged with mis-
chief and damaging the other driver’s ve-
hicle.

“All this started because somebody pass-
ed someone who didn’t like it,” added
Pimentel, noting that this is often how
road-rage incidents get started and then
spiral out of control.

“It’s easy to lose your cool behind the
wheel. In a car, you can feel a little bit like

A reader wrote (thank youl!) to inform us that north- and south-bound Atwater vehicles are currently
not allowed to turn onto the newly re-opened section of de Maisonneuve between Atwater and
Wood (see January 18, p. 22). It was indeed so when the Independent went by January 30. At least
for now, four bags have been placed over the green traffic-light arrows allowing such turns (photo
at left, arrow added by Independent). Confusingly, a metal sign seeming to permit a right turn for

WOOD
FINISHING

ON-SITE SERVICE

*Touch-ups and Repairsi.e.:
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces

*Polishing and
Staining

+Kitchen Cabinets

*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

' Lamp Repairs '

25 years'’ experience
with Areuco Lighting
in Westmount

 In-home service
* Free pick-up and delivery

Call Robert at EclairSol
514-582-3906

being at a computer: You're anonymous
and rules don’t apply, but they do.”
Pimentel noted that although one of the
drivers was arrested, he was detained on
the scene just long enough to process the
charges and he was not taken into custody.

Break-in but nothing taken

Station 12 investigators have few if any
clues as to the identity of an individual who
entered the garage of an apartment build-
ing at the corner Sherbrooke St. and Kit-
chener Ave., entered an unlocked vehicle,
rifled through some belongings, then left
without removing anything.

Sometime between 2 pm on January 24
and 8 am on Jan. 25, at least one suspect
was able to gain access to the building. In

No turns onto de Malsonneuve from Atwater

the garage, a vehicle was broken into.

The vehicle’s owner noticed later that
items inside the car were in an apparent
state of disorder and called 9-1-1 to report
a suspected break-in.

However, upon closer inspection, the
owner couldn’t confirm that anything was
missing, and concluded that the perpetra-
tor seemed only to have searched the ve-
hicle. The owner also confirmed to the in-
vestigators that he had left the car un-
locked.

Although there were security cameras
inside the building, according to Pimentel
they were not in operation during the time-
frame of the incident. The investigators
were also unable to find any fingerprint
evidence.

southbound motorists remains on the southeast corner (centre) and a metal sign permitting only
forward travel applies only to transiting trucks (right). All these signs and lights are in Montreal’s
downtown (Ville Marie) borough, but westbound motorists enter Westmount on de Maisonneuve

right after the Metro station entrance.

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

PHOTOS: INDEPENDENT.

Painting = Decoration & Finishing

STUART

DEARLOVE

www.stuartdearlove.com

Standard & Restorative Painting
Plaster

Stripping, Wood finishing
Interior & Exterior

Bonded

514 482-5267

RBQ 8328 8514 09

Licensed - - Insured - References

stuartpaints@sympatico.ca

OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE
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Westmount
A-dog-tions

LYSANNE FOWLER

Such a darling beagle! We had two fe-
males when I was a child and so many
family memories were built around our
love for them.

Here is lovely Foxxy, whose owner
passed away a few weeks ago and who is
now in a foster family for the grassroots
animal rescue Gerdy’s Rescues & Adop-
tions. Itis so hard for a pet who has accom-
panied her beloved person through illness,

WL 1L
LELY w1l

as Foxxy did at the bedside of her late
owner.

She now enjoys her new foster family
and has settled in really well with the adults
and her two foster-dog siblings.

Foxxy is eight-and-a-half years old,
which is middle aged for a beagle as they
live long lives. She is very healthy, up to
date with her inoculations, spayed and
microchipped.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

School Monitors needed

Roslyn Elementary School needs lunch monitors. One and two
hour shifts available. If interested, please contact C. Doyle at
cdoyle@emsb.qc.ca or call Roslyn School at 514-481-5581.

Pretty Foxxy

As a beaglette, she is true to her breed
as a wonderful companion in and out of
the house. At home, she loves her toys and
is up for play, in between cuddle sessions
and snoozes in her little bed and blankets.
Outdoors, she is starting to explore the
backyard and enjoys a good walk in a little
coat against the cold weather.

If you would like more information on
Foxxy, please do not hesitate to refer to the
Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions website at
gerdysrescue.org and drop them a note at
their email info@gerdysrescue.org for
more details and great photographs.

Your neighbour, Lysanne
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When the sun is
shining on her, Miss
Ivy presents the
most exquisite con-
trast of sleek black
coat and golden
eyes. Yes, she is
mesmerizing. Still
very young at a year
and a half, she is a
great cuddler and
bed snuggler.

She is confident,
playful and very af-
fectionate. Ivy will
fit in a family en-
vironment  very
easily and will thrive
on the everyday joys
of affection and play.

She is in foster
care for the volun-
teer adoption group
Gerdy’s Rescues &
Adoptions, ready to

transition very easily
to her forever
family.

She is very

healthy, up to date
with her inocula-
tions, spayed and
microchipped.
Please do not hesi-
tate to contact the
volunteers at
Gerdy’s Rescues to
find out more about
her, their website is
at gerdysrescue.org |
and you can write ¢ .

them at their email Fed®'e i et b
address info@ger- ;;’f_t. i O
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Miss lvy

dysrescue.org for an update and Ivy-themed
photographs.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally?

Buy a classified in the
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
at
www.westendclassifieds.com

Buy locally to sell locally

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
* British & European newspapers
e Specializing in fashion & interior
design e Imported chocolates

o BELL lifestyle natural products
e | ottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square

At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

we
Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2
Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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COWLEY ABBOTT
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A.Y. Jackson, Morning, St. Tite des Caps
Oil on panel, 8.5 x 10.5 ins
Prize Realized: $55,200

Following our successful 2021 auctions,
Cowley Abbott’s Montreal Representative
is taking appointments for:

FREE ART VALUATIONS
Tuesday February 8th &
Wednesday February 9th

Please call 438-816-8280
or e-mail rsvp@cowleyabbott.ca
to arrange a complimentary consultation.

CowleyAbbott.ca

326 DUNDAS STREET WEST TORONTO ONTARIO
RSVP@RQCOWLEYABBOTT.CA 1.866.931.8415

Gloves half a block apart on Sherbrooke between Melville and Mt. Stephen, as seen January 14.

Maybe these two should palr up?

PHOTOS: INDEPENDENT.

Belgrave

COUVREURS | ROOFING

Snow removal,
ice damming

& ventilation 5148627718 514 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RBQ# 8261-4496-02

We compound medication for your pet

Flavoured medicine, chosen format (capsules, treats/pastes,
liquids, creams). It's not just hiding a pill in a piece of food!

PEARSON & COHEN-TENOUDJI

Pharmac: Y ==UNIPrix

5025 Sherbrooke W. (hetween Claremont & Grey) Suite 102
(ground floor entrance) H4A 159 - 514-484-2222

belgravecs@yahoo.ca
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City Views

VERONICA REDGRAVE

Former Westmounter Claire Webster
has used her painful personal experience
to help others. When her mother was di-
agnosed with Alzheimer’s in 2006, the doc-
tor answered her question “What do I do
now?” with a “Good luck.”

And luck was all she had. “I had no pre-
scription of care.”

She sought help for her mother’s failing
health while working and managing her
family of three young children. She got
caught up in a “cyclone of care” and finally
“broke down.”

Today, she offers support to those who
are caregivers. Her extensive research into
resources has taken Webster to a new path:
that of a mentor, advocate and lecturer. As
a Certified Dementia Care Consultant
(PAC), and Certified Professional Con-
sultant on Aging (CPCA), she is a confer-
ence speaker and educator speaking about
caring for an individual with dementia.

She works in collaboration with McGill
University’s faculty of medicine and health
sciences and the division of geriatric medi-
cine. She also is the founder and ambas-

-

Webster works to support, educate Alzheimer’s caregivers

sador of the McGill Dementia Education
Program and McGill Cares, a weekly web-
cast series addressing family care partners.

She is one of the McGill senior co-edi-
tors of the World Alzheimer Report 2021, A
Jjourney through the diagnosis of dementia,
launched September 21, 2021 by Alz-
heimer’s Disease International.

She is a senior co-editor of the up-
coming World Alzheimer Report 2022 Post-
diagnostic management and support: a pre-
scription of care. Webster founded and is
president of Caregiver Crosswalk Inc.,
which provides education and services to
help individuals navigate the journey of
Alzheimer’s disease and/or dementia re-
lated illnesses.

Caregiver Crosswalk Inc. collaborates
with McGill University’s faculty of medi-
cine’s Steinberg Centre for Simulation and
Interactive Learning, McGill’s division of
geriatric medicine, the McGill University
Research Centre for Studies in Aging, as
well as McGill School of Physical and Oc-
cupational Therapy to offer dementia edu-
cation workshops for family caregivers.

CARECROSSWALK.COM

Workshop information: 514.398.4175
mcgill.ca/medsimcentre/
community-outreach/dementia

Wave Ring with 9.80cts Yellow-Peach Tourmaline

Pansy Diamond Earrings with
Orange-Peach Tourmaline Drops

TREAT YOURSELF

to our newest bi-colour tourmaline set
in 18k white & yellow gold
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KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier
2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.-602-1545

You are in good hands

Yomed

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

(No medical referral required)

Plan your visit today

514 342.8346
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ag(pgﬁ\ENCE

Phlebology
Aesthetic medicine

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmouni:
www.xomed.ca | info@xomed.ca

Sharing the faith — Part 3: Anglicanism
Rev. Wheeler: ‘Posit yourself in the divine,
which is bigger than you’

By JENNIFER BALL

Good tidings from Quebec City last
week! Places of worship can re-open at
half-capacity, for at total of up to 250 people
as of February 7.

St. Matthias” Anglican Church will wel-
come congregants back in its pews but will
also continue to offer the services on its
digital meeting platform. The Independent
sat down with Reverend Patrick Wheeler
recently to unpack two years of his congre-
gants’ COVID-19 experiences.

St. Matthias is now the only Anglican
church in Westmount after St. Stephen’s
closed in 2018. St. Stephen’s last function
was as a spiritual haven, and also a home-
less and wet shelter, before being sold to
the Stanford Properties Group.

Anglican public worship focuses on
praising God through preaching, Bible
reading, prayer and music, especially in
the communion service where people re-
ceive the bread and wine.

Attendance up!

In the first and second waves of the pan-
demic, Rev. Wheeler experienced the same
outcome that two of Westmount’s Jewish
leaders, rabbis Greenspan and Shanowitz,
did: attendance surged when services were
live-streamed — sans the bread and wine.

“It doubled and sometimes tripled,”
Rev. Wheeler said. “Our faith tells us that
we are not alone, and every week we would
gather and have this reinforced, in the pres-
ence of others who were going through
exactly the same thing that we were going
through.”

What Rev. Wheeler told his congrega-
tion when they assembled via the online
meeting platform is that COVID will come
to an end one way or another, and that they
will take some skills and affinities with
them that they have acquired through the
journey.

“The services provide an opportunity
for the people to acknowledge their appre-
hension in the context of the liturgy. As a
priest, you try to create liturgies that help
express what the community is feeling.
Their fear, anxiety — as well as their hope.”

“God moves in a mysterious way” is in
the libretto of a Christian hymn, written in
1773 by William Cowper, who was an evan-
gelical deeply committed to the Christian
gospel message.

It has become an adage, encouraging a
person to trust God’s greater wisdom in
the face of trouble or inexplicable events.

il

For almost 250 years, the expression has
been a riposte to the supernatural, the un-
explainable and sometimes a balm to but-
tress those who have lost someone
precious or too early.

One can only hazard a guess as to how
often it has sprung to the minds of the de-
voted, since patient zero fell ill with the co-
ronavirus.

Dark mysteries

“There is a parallel between mysteries,”
Rev Wheeler said.

“Spirituality is the faith in something
other and it is mystery. COVID presents
mystery as well. A darker mystery: ‘What

Reverend Wheeler on Januiary 25.

is going to happen to me, what is going to
happen to my loved ones?’

“I think people try to posit themselves
in something bigger than themselves.
There is the duality of the COVID ambi-
guity: fear and uncertainty and also the
mystery of God.

“Posit yourself in the divine which is
bigger than you!” Rev. Wheeler said.

The Independent will be reaching out to
congregations and religious leaders, but if you
are a religious leader based in Westmount and
you want to be interviewed, please write or call
the editor at editor@westmountindependent.
com or 514.935.4537.
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Saint-Donat | Lac Archambault
107 CH. COUTU

$1,795,000

Westmount
491 ARGYLE AV.

Westmount
4855 BOUL. DE MAISONNEUVE W., AP. 604,

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.

245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2Mé6

sicotte &co

+1514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker
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$3,495,000

Outremont
126 MAPLEWOOD AV.

Golden Square Mile
4 PLACE ONTARIO

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, AP. 1404

Golden Square Mile
5 PLACE ONTARIO
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$2,695,000
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Tremblant Region / Arundel La Conception

21 CH. DEER HAVEN

f

CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS
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- $785,000 +TPS/TVQ

222 CH. DES EXPLORATEURS

NEW P

Westmount
300 LANSDOWNE AV., AP. 14

CONDITIONAL
OFFER

*

$1,950,000

Golden Square Mile
PORT-ROYAL, AP. PH9
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La Conception
ROUTE DES ERABLES
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NEW LISTING EXCEPTIONAL LOT WITH PLANS EXCLUSIVE LISTING NEW LISTING
3123 ch. Daulac, Adj. Westmount 473 Roslyn Ave., Westmount 636 av. Belmont, Westmount 521 av. Clarke, Westmount
$2,995,000 $2,450,000 $2,995,000

Brian Dutch

Real Estate Broker & Advisor - Private Office

T. 514-386-2902

brian.dutch@evrealestate.com | briandutch.com

Edouard Gamache

Residential Real Estate Broker & Advisor E N G E L &va LKE RS®

T. 514-571-2345

edouard.gamache@evrealestate.com BRIAN DUTCH

©2022 Engel & Vélkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. If your property is already listed by a real estate broker or agency, please
ignore this ad. Real estate broker, real estate agency, Engel & Vélkers Montréal / Québec



