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For use until, and after, park is ‘re-designed’

New Westmount Park
play structures to replace

condemned 2017 ones

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

City council April 19 authorized the pur-
chase of new playground equipment for
children aged 18 months to 5 years for use
in Westmount Park. This is to replace the
2017 yellow-and-red plastic slide-and-ramp
structures that have been described as
being unsafe.

The new structures are “interactive and
challenging for little children,” according
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to Anna Polspoel, horticulture and arbori-
culture technical officer in Public Works.
She said that the current equipment had
been condemned.

With “accessibility aspects,” the new
structures include a slide, tree house, rope
climbing and playhouse, which form a “co-
herent” design when paired with the play
equipment already in use for 5-to 12-year-
olds. Four musical “flowers” will also be
installed, whose pedals create different
musical notes when struck with a small
hammer.

The playground’s shock-absorbing ma-
terial will remain wood chips.

The contract was
awarded last week to continued onp. 25

To be re-shingled 26 years later...

Council approves roof work
for lawn bowling clubhouse

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A new shingle roof for the city’s lawn
bowling clubhouse is to be undertaken ac-
cording to a tender for the work awarded
at the council meeting April 19 at a maxi-
mum amount of $71,256 including taxes.

The contract went to Couverture Mon-
treal-Nord, the lowest of nine bids, the
highest being $280,920.

Cleamng up on Earth Day

Aprll 22 was Earth Day and the C|ty invited Westmounters to meet outside the library at 1 pm, rain
or shine, to help clean up Westmount Park. As if to remind everyone that it was a day to think about
the environment, there was an enigmatic gust of cold wind; a few hailstones fell from the sky, then
drops of rain; then some dark ominous clouds appeared and finally a little sunshine. Councillor
Jeff Shamie (left) thanked everyone for coming. Public Works environment technician Patricia
Racette (yellow jacket) asked the small group to look under hedges for litter that might be out of
sight. Racette also handed out sturdy work gloves and pick-up sticks. The group dispersed in all

directions after two hours. PHOTO: RALPH THOMPSON.
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While the resolution for the work re-
ferred to it as “rehabilitation” of the roof
and this was described at the meeting as
“repairs,” Mayor Christina Smith, later told
the Independent that details of the work re-
ferred to it as a “restoration” of the roof in-
volving replacement of the membrane and
shingles.

The work has a start
date in June, city officials
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Fender-bender on Grosvenor
deploys air bags, cracks windshield

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Public safety officers were called by fire-
fighters to a traffic accident on Clarke at
de Maisonneuve April 20, after which one
of two cars had to be towed, Public Security
officials said.

No injuries were reported.

Described as a “fender-bender,” one car,
a Mercedes, was reported to have stopped
suddenly when a squirrel ran in front of it.
This resulted in it being hit from behind
by a Toyota Corolla.

The impact deployed two of the Co-
rolla’s air bags, damaged the front end and
cracked the windshield.

Officers remained on the scene while a
tow truck arrived and Public Works crews
cleaned up debris.

Three teens ticketted in
Stayner comfort station

Three teenaged girls were caught and
ticketted April 19 for smoking cannabis in
the comfort station at Stayner Park, Public
Security officials said. One, aged 15, lived
in Westmount. The other two, 17, were
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non-residents.

The three were filmed on the city’s sur-
veillance camera at 12:58 pm, which
showed a joint being passed around. When
officers arrived, they could smell a strong
odour of pot.

They ticketted the trio on the spot for
$79 each and advised their parents.

Branch falls, damages
house on Grosvenor

The bannister and front doorway of a
house on Grosvenor near de Maisonneuve
was found damaged April 19 by a tree
branch that had fallen, according to Public
Security officials.

When officers were called to the house
at 8 am, they found the front window had
been cracked as well. The branch was be-
lieved to have been brought down from a
city tree by the earlier weather mix of snow
and slush.

Curfew tickets issued to
teens in Murray Park

A call to Public Security at 2:05 am April
17 stated that people were smoking in King
George (Murray) Park after the midnight
curfew time.

When officers arrived at 2:07, they
found and intercepted three young men
on the roof of the comfort station, depart-
ment officials said.

The three, aged 16 and 17, were issued
$71 tickets for breaking the city’s parks cur-
few. Two were reported to be Westmount
residents.

As well, it was reported that this was
“not the first time” that two of the group
had been ticketted for park offences.

With the onset of milder weather,
residents are reminded that there is a cur-
few in city parks between midnight and 5
am.
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Outremont - 1803 Av. Glendale, suite 102
$699,000 | MLS 10337527

They Say ...

They Say ... The Real Estate market is quiet in the summer.

Fact: 19% of property sales take place in June, July and August as compared with
24% for the months of March, April and May.* Buyers are house hunting now for
summer occupancy. If you are thinking of
selling, you need to know this.

They Say ... You should renovate the kitchen,
bathroom, change the windows, before going
on the market.

Fact: Buyers often prefer to renovate according
to their own taste, and consult with their own
contractor, with whom they have already
established a relationship of trust.

Circle Road Area Sunny family home on
extra large lot, walking distance to metro,
shops and schools. Ground-floor den, eat-in
kitchen, extra large custom-designed
sundeck. Master bedroom with private den
and ensuite bath. Finished basement,

tons of storage. Parking for 3 cars.

Country living in the city! $1,400,000

Your Search Ends Here!

Want the facts, the real facts, and nothing
but the facts? Call me, text me, or email me.

*Based on sales of 2021, Greater Montreal Real Estate Board
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Elevated condo living right at the top of Victoria and Westmount's Boulevard.
Experience the good life... Above it all, in a stand-out, luxury tower, blending
classic elegance with state-of-the-art, contemporary construction and modern
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Dumping alleged to be genesis of two-year problem — recent garbage picked up week of April 11

Resident Corning: Greene/Olivier alley ‘thoroughly dlsgustmg

By JENNIFER BALL

The alley between Greene Ave. and Oli-
vier Ave. south of Sherbrooke is half com-
mercial (east side), half residential (west
side) and “thoroughly disgusting” accord-
ing to Olivier home owner Olivia Corning.

“I started putting rat traps in our back-
yard,” Corning said. “There is a service that
comes and picks up the garbage for the
commercial stores on Greene Ave., but
they wouldn’t pick up [the garbage that was
allegedly dumped] because it is on the resi-
dential side. The residential garbage com-
pany is not picking it up either and I think
they are not because it is too disgusting.”

Risuke Pilon is an urban planning in-

spector in the Urban Planning department
of the city of Westmount and Corning said
she has been in touch with him since 2020
about the recurring problem.

“Mr. Pilon asked me several times to
contact them when the garbage was not
being picked up,” Corning said. Their last
communication was the week of April 4
with a promise to have it cleared up by the
end of that week, she said. It was cleared
up a week later, Corning said.

Christopher Rogers, division manager
for permits, inspections and applications
at the city, spoke to the Independent on
April 20. “We appreciate the calls from the
residents. It’s really not something we dis-
courage,” he said. “There are problematic

areas, where people know what they can
get away with it. What I'm thinking is that
maybe someone took advantage of the fact
that there was a vacancy and, you know,
kind of dumped things.”

Would garbage be picked up quickly
should the issue happen again? “It should
be within the week.” Rogers said. “If [the
residential garbage collectors| see that
there’s a large amount of garbage, they will
make sure that the contractor is aware that
it needs to be picked up.”

WESTMOUNT ADJ.
1700 DOCTEUR PENFIELD #37

Extremely bright 2,217 square foot,

3 bedroom, 2 bathroom condo. Oversized
windows with southern and eastern
exposures. High ceilings, beautiful wood
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Lawn bowling club roof, cont’d from p. 1
said, and is expected to last four to six
weeks.

The roof was last replaced in 1996 when
the clubhouse, located adjacent to city hall,
was entirely rebuilt as a replica of the orig-
inal 1902 building. Its demolition and re-
construction had been part of a Canada-
Quebec infrastructure grant of $3.8 mil-
lion, which included the creation of an
underground electrical substation beneath
the clubhouse.

New clubhouse ‘highlight’ of
1996 capital works program

By the end of 1996, the clubhouse and
roof were installed, according to the city’s
annual report, which described the entire
project as a “highlight” of the year’s capital
works program.

The creation of the new Cote St. An-
toine substation, it stated, provided Hydro
Westmount with additional feeder circuits
from Hydro Quebec’s Poste Maisonneuve
to serve customers in the northern part of
the city.

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve the right to
choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 words
and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered
for publication the following week. email us at:
editor@westmountindependent.com
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WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!
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The south side of roof of the lawn bowling clubhouse on April 20.

THE FRICRY SCHOOL

Small classes where
you can dream big

At The Priory School, we offer your child a unique English
environment with immersive learning experiences in French, building
bridges between cultures. We nurture curiosity with a value-based
program, and our small size gives children a strong voice to think big.
With nearly 75 years in a tranquil neighbourhood, we are dedicated to
helping each student explore their full potential.

One visit and you will be convinced!

Reserve your place now for our
in-person Open House on April 30 at:
priory.gc.ca/openhouse

The Priory School, 3120 The Boulevard,
Montreal, Quebec, H3Y 1R9
Tel.: 514-935-5966
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WHAT ABOUT THE
DENTAL PATIENTS?

Re “Local dentists skeptical about fed-
eral Liberal-NDP dental plan” (April 12, p.
21), 1 was dismayed to see the interview
with two dentists, but no interview with
any of the intended beneficiaries of the
plan.

The views represented show a lack of
perspective and empathy with those who
would benefit from a government dental
insurance plan. Why didn’t the Independent
interview a single mother whose income
is far below $70,000? Or a low-income sen-
ior? It is not, after all, dentists for whom
the dental insurance program is being de-
signed. One would do well to recall that in
1960 doctors and the Canadian Medical As-
sociation also opposed all publicly funded
health care.

Will the government’s plan be perfect?
No, of course not. Will it be easy to imple-
ment? Probably not. Will it be costly? Most
definitely.

None of those, however, are good rea-
sons to not attempt to put in place a dental
insurance plan for those Canadians with
the greatest need: low-income Canadians
without a current dental insurance plan.

Yes, of course there are problems. As
pointed out, government dental plans tend
to cover only certain procedures. But one
could argue that it is better for a patient to
have an extraction than suffer through an

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

abscess without treatment and end up ata
hospital emergency room.

And, yes, we need to find solutions to
the shortage of dentists and other dental
care workers, however, continuing to allow
the third of the population that does not
have dental insurance to go without is not
an option.

At the beginning of the pandemic, there
was a lot of talk about social justice, essen-
tial workers, not letting anyone fall through
the cracks... Talk is cheap.

Unfortunately, we have not moved
beyond talk and nothing has been done to
start to correct the growing divide between
the haves and have-nots in our society. Ex-
panding our universal health care plan to
finally include dental care will be a much-
welcomed first step.

KATHERINE HoPE, ROSLYN AVE.

A WALK IN WESTMOUNT’S
SUMMIT wOODS

A spring nature walk will be held to ex-
plore the harbingers of spring at Summit
Woods. The walk is for people of all ages.
There’s so much to hear and to see: bell-
wort, bloodroot, False Solomon’s seale,
trout lilies, also (hopefully) mourning cloak
butterflies, migratory birds and, if we're
lucky, an orange salamander. Many other
species will also brighten our walk.

At the start of the trail, there is a small
expanse of False Solomon’s seale,
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Cbte St. Antoine near Forden.

threatened by invasive species like tuber-
ous goutweed and poison ivy. We'll see
how they are faring.

Most wildflowers grow along the sides
of trail where there is sunlight. Some
species are spreading into the woods
where tree felling has created sunnier con-
ditions that help wildflowers flourish. For
example, there is an exciting new splash
of bellwort’s trumpet flowers.

Generally, wherever there are wild-
tlowers, they are battling fast-spreading in-
vasives such as the (disarmingly beautiful)
wild carrot, which runs right up against
and displaces these resplendent indigen-
ous flowers.

I was a long-standing member of the
Summit Woods Advisory Committee
(SWAC) and will be pleased to lead the
walk.

Maxine Cuttler, a local artist will be with
us to offer drawing materials and, if
necessary, guidance to anyone who wants
to try their hand at sketching.

The details are as follows:

Saturday, April 30, 10 am. Duration
about 45 minutes...rain or shine!

The walk will start at the southwest
corner of Summit Circle and Summit
Crescent (the entrance that leads past the
hut) and will cross to the nature board.

Please confirm with John by email:
supermolto@sympatico.ca or at 514.939.
5670. Please remember, touch with your
eyes only. See you there!

JouN FrETZ, LANSDOWNE AVE.

DANGEROUS BOLLARDS,
BLACKTOP

This (see photo above) is dangerous. Fix
it!
RoN DIAMOND, DOWNTOWN

EVEN MORE PHOTO RADAR,
PLEASE!

I support the writer on Hallowell St.
who suggested (“More photo radar,” April
5, p- 11) that the photo radar mentioned in
the city council’s request to the province
be extended westward. I live on the corner
of Abbott and St. Catherine and believe
photo radar should be extended to Lans-
downe Ave.

This section includes Westmount High
School and the newly re-opened West-
mount Park School, an elementary school.
We should be more watchful of our youth
in these school zones.

ToNy LAYTON, ABBOTT AVE.

Editor’s note: For clarity, the city and resi-
dent proposals to date have been about
photo radar on the 136/720 highway, but
presumably photo radar could go any-
where. — DP.

UKRAINE SHOULD SUFFER
NO COMPARISON

The suffering to which we bear daily wit-
ness in Ukraine should suffer no compari-
son. What's the point of Rabbi Scheier’s re-
marks about his ancestors fleeing Ukraine
as refugees with “..no one waiting on the
other side of the border to help them, feed
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them, to give them clothes”?
Comparison is the thief of joy, it is said.
[s it misery’s thief, too?
HowARD GREENFIELD, HI11SIDE AVE.

Editor’s reply: Rabbi Scheier is free to ex-
plain his remarks, but I took it as an at-
tempt to do better, not in anger or bitter-
ness, but out of empathy. — DP.

MAPLE LEAF IN BAD
CONDITION, AGAIN

Re: Canadian flag at Westmount Park
elementary school

Since the beginning of COVID-19, I
have walked more than 500 times past the
front entrance of Westmount Park elemen-
tary school.

Until recently, the Canadian flag was
hanging at half-staff, torn and twisted in
an unsightly manner around the flag pole.
Hardly a salute to Canada.

Recently, this situation was improved
as a result of efforts that were described in
the Independent. However, this improve-
ment was short lived and for the last two
weeks the condition of our cherished flag
has reverted to its badly mounted condi-
tion.

Hopefully, those responsible will again
take the necessary action to restore our

LETTERS TO

precious Maple Leaf to its proper display.
ToM ROGERS, DE MAISONNEUVE BLvD.

THANKS, CLLR. ARONSON,
FOR CARING ABOUT PROCESS

I want to thank District 7 councillor
Matt Aronson for his position regarding
the re-configuration project on Lexington
Ave.

It is important that cities follow estab-
lished processes to promote fairness and
respect democratic values.

Councillor Aronson showed both inde-
pendence and respect for process on this
particular issue.

It is important that diverse perspectives
on the part of our representatives be heard
and considered.

Lea KaTsANTIS, IRVINE AVE.

WHEN WAS THE LEXINGTON
PROJECT DRAWN UP?

The city of Westmount would have us
believe that it consulted with the residents
of Lexington Ave. via a survey distributed
on December 16 concerning its reconstruc-
tion.

They would similarly have us believe
that following the deadline for the survey
submission (January 14), they took all com-

Jimmies

Training for
the 50 to 70

year-young

Book your free trial
at jimmies.ca

THE EDITOR

ments into consideration and designed the
Lexington Project, in its entirety, between
January 14 and the presentation of the pro-
ject to the public on March 10.

Considering the myriad of details in-
volved in the Lexington plan, the civil en-
gineering, the studies, the architectural
planning, the consultants who worked on
the project and the very detailed multi-page
presentation that was made in March, as
well as overwhelming survey responses to
maintain existing parking and to eliminate
sidewalk “bump-outs,” it becomes very
clear [to me] that the entire Lexington pro-
ject was planned many months in advance
of the so-called “consultation” with the resi-
dents.

The survey, it turns out, has given the
illusion of a collaborative and consultative
approach when, in reality, the plans were
likely well under way prior to the survey
being delivered and were imposed on the
residents, with little consultation or con-
sideration.

A1LEN RUBIN, LEXINGTON AVE.

STREET FURNITURE WOULD
LEAD TO MORE DRUGS

David and Joan are 100 percent accurate
[in their opposition to street furniture on

de Maisonneuve between Atwater and
Wood] (see letter, April 19, p. 6). What a
way to ruin and trash this street! And to
make drugs accessible to the Dawson
students! Walking by, I have watched drugs
being exchanged and sold, and marijuana
cigarettes shared. Itis frightening and dis-
gusting and it stinks.

Whatever is the mayor and city council
thinking of? They are dead wrong.

Great idea to place benches along the
route to Westmount Park!

SUSAN STROMBERG STEIN, WooD AVE.

iTutor

PRIVATE COMPUTER TRAINING

MAC ¢ PC « iPAD « iPHONE
INTERNET ® EMAIL® FACETIME® ZOOM
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= COMPUTER ORGANIZATION
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CALL CATHERINE
514.937.8267

CHOWICK@VIDEOTRON.CA
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REMOTE SUPPORT AVAILABLE

BEST
SERVICE
AWARD

Spring is a great time
to take care of
your car, locally

* Tire change * Tune-up
e Oil change + anything else

514 933-8556

WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc.
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4

corner Grosvenor

e All services maintain
your warranty

e All vehicles ¢ All work
e Pick-up/drop-off available
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Two council questioners focus on glass
Can city change pick-up contract,
set up glass recycling?

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Two questions to city council April 19
dealt with previous issues of recycling.
Both were submitted remotely to the hy-
brid meeting, attended in person by only
one member of the public, who did not ask
a question.

The first, pertaining to glass, came from
Alain Forget of Anwoth, asking whether
the city might revisit the contract it has
with Ricova for collecting recycling, given
recent news reports of “questionable prac-
tices” including glass being sent to land-
fill.

Mayor Christina Smith said the city also
found the reports “worrisome and trouble-
some.”

The contract to which he referred, how-
ever, was a Montreal one, whereas West-
mount’s was for the transport of material
for recycling and had been awarded to the
lowest conforming bidder.

“I don’t have much news for you,” she
added.

The question of glass was again raised

by Richard Dufour, also of Anwoth, who
asked whether Westmount would “take the
initiative” to set up its own system this year
for recycling while awaiting a Quebec pro-
gram set for 2023.

Westmount-only system?
Significant cost

Mayor Smith said that for a city of its
size, this would be a significant cost for
Westmount. Councillor Matt Aronson,
whose commissionership includes sus-
tainability, thanked residents for bringing
such issues forward but had no additional
comments.

Among issues related to the recycling
of glass have been how industry can re-use
various colours and types of bottles in
order to keep it from disposal in landfill.

Issues related to Ricova had also been
raised at council meetings by Denis Biro
of Burton (see story March 22, p. 7).

Biro recently told the Independent he
had never heard back from the city as he
had been told he would.

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!

CALL THE
“CARPET WHISPERER”

Z OURIK:-

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING

SPECIALISTS

Hand wash & repairs
of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS
WITH OUTSTANDING
SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP
FOR 35+ YEARS!

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com

Westmount Park United Church

FAITH IN NATURE
PROGRAMME

EARTH WALK

ona
CHARTRES LABYRINTH

10-20 mins walking meditation
between 1.30-3.30pm every Sunday

WILD CHURCH

A walk to Summit Woods
to share in a love of nature

Every first Sunday of the Month
(3 April)
9 am from church door
All Free events - just turn up at church
4695 blvd de Maisonneuve West
www.westmountparkuc.org

Tenders being opened last week

Lexington: fait accompli?

resident asks

il

council

Looking north on Lexington towards St. Joseph’s Oratory on April 25, with Shorncliffe rising to the
right and Devon in the background at left.

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

The consultation process, its timing and
reason for proceeding with a re-design on
Lexington were raised at the city council
meeting April 19 by Jewel Lowenstein, a
longtime resident of the street.

Questioning whether or not there had
been “sufficient time” for the city to have
considered and incorporated residents’
comments into the final design, she later
suggested to the Independent that the plan
had already been a “fait accompli.” Resident
Allen Rubin has made a similar argument
in a letter to the editor (p. 9).

Mayor Christina Smith assured her that
comments had been considered as well as
discussions with residents over the first
two phases of the underground work to up-
date the water and sewer networks under-
taken in 2020 and 2021 as well as explana-
tions from Councillor Conrad Peart, com-
missioner of urban planning.

The plan for this summer’s re-paving

Coiffure Jean John

4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount
514-486-6261

Homme Femme Enfants
Men Women Children

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

phase approved by the council March 21
after a public consultation Zoom presen-
tation March 10, called for narrowing the
intersection at Sunnyside, widening the
sidewalks on both sides of Lexington, re-
moving parking from one side of the street
and creating in its place a new row of trees
(see story March 29, p. 1).

Looking ahead

The street was last re-built 20 years ago
and now is being designed to meet current
road standards and foresight for the fu-
ture,” Peart explained.

“I thought the point was to slow traffic,”
Lowenstein asked, stating the street did not
have much traffic but had two parking
lanes.

Mayor Smith later told the Independent
that tenders for the work were to be opened
last week for evaluation after the three-year
project work had already been delayed at
the start over objections from some resi-

RI3

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998
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ANNE BEN-AMI (MADAR)

Real Estate Broker

14 YEARS WITH SOTHEBY'S INTERNATIONAL REALTY QUEBEC
PROFESSIONAL - DEDICATED « PERSONAL

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

493 Av.-;t\rgyle, Westmount 1155 Rue de la Montag
$2,198,000 | MLS 15680580 $6,250/mo | MLS 18780410

3150 Place De Ramezay, PH502, Ville-Marie ) 888 Rue Wellington, PH 2001, Ville-Marie
$4,450,000 | MLS 14755917 $2,265,000 | Rented until January 2024

CONDITIONAL OFFER TO LEASE

Ul

¢

4850 Ch. de la Cote-St-Luc, apt 107 4178 Boul. Décarie, C.D.N / N.D.G ' 4845 Av. Victoria, C.D.N / N.D.G "~ 4850 Ch. de la Cote-St-Luc, apt 74
$625,000 | MLS 22677082 | C.D.N/N.D.G $2,200/mo | MLS 13553357 $3,000/mo | MLS 10178751 C.D.N/N.D.G

SOLD AND LISTED BY ME SOLD
: : ) 4

L i .
4060 Boul St- Laurent suite 209 1340 Rue 0I|er apt 1202, Sud- Ouest 7504 Rue Kildare, Cote-St-Luc 472 Glengarry, TMR
Le Plateau-Mont-Royal Collaborating agent Collaborating agent as collaborating agent

514.726.3037 | ANNEBENAMI.CA qt}thchy’h Québec ﬁ} CELEBRATING 15 YEARS

OERTAREd. 1 L J OF EXCELLENCE IN QUEBEC

sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.
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WESTMOUNT

REAL ESTATE REVIEW

Source: Centris.ca & Christina Miller Group data @ April o1, 2022

CHRISTINA MILLER

REAL ESTATE GROUP

DEAR NEIGHBOURS,

The Christina Miller Group prides itself on bringing you relevant statistical information about the Westmount
Market. Trends show that Westmount remains a place where people want to live, work and play. The last ten
years have seen the median price of a single family home increase by 50%.

MEDIAN PRICE OVER 10 YEARS

+50%
N EED SOM E 2M$ rooM$ increase
PROFESSIONAL i
ADVICE? 170M$
1.7MS
WE ARE HERE AND 155M$
READY TO SERVE 16 -
YOU IN THE BEST 135M$ 137M$
133M$ 134M$ | |
POSSIBLE WAY. 1.4M |_127M8)_J | = ! T = — _
‘lM A, 917K$

PLEASE CALL US FOR
A CONFIDENTIAL 800K
DISCUSSION ABOUT
YOUR REAL ESTATE 900K
NEEDS.

Z0n2 2013 20704 2015 2018 2077 2018 201 2020 2021

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES CONDOS




April 26, 2022 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - 13

FIVE YEAR
REVIEW

In the last 5 vears the median price of single family homes
has consistently increased and today at the end of March
2022, sils at $2,350M. Condos have also performed well
with the exception of a dip at the height of the pandemic.
Today’s median price of a condo $1,019M.

AVG. DAYS ON MARKET

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES CONDOS
Q12018 82 Q12018 77
Q12019 93 Q12019 85
Q12020 n3 Q12020 94
Q12021 66 Q12021 n7

Q1 FIVE YEAR TREND

NUMBER OF LISTINGS SOLD

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES CONDOS
Q12018 29 Q12018 19
Q12019 35 Q12019 18
Q12020 34 Q12020 15
Q12021 37 Q12021 13

Q1 FIVE YEAR TREND

PROFUSION

IMMOBILIER

CHRISTIE’S

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES CONDOS

Q12018 $1,725,000 Q12018 $490,000
Q12019 $1,860,000 Q12019 $685,000
Q12020 $1,924,500 Q12020 $815,000
Q12021 $2,055,000 Q12021 $700,000

Q1 FIVE YEAR TREND

SALES VOLUME

SINGLE FAMILY HOMES CONDOS

Q12018 $54,823,000 Q12018 $11,321,650
Q12019 $75,431,960 Q12019 $13,795,500
Q12020 $66,535,000 Q12020 $14,952,500
Q12021 $76,422,486 Q12021 $12,138,000

Q1 FIVE YEAR TREND

NEW LISTINGS
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES CONDOS
Q12018 64 Q12018 28
Q12019 63 Q12019 30
Q12020 54 Q12020 27
Q12021 57 Q12021 28

326 Victoria Avenue,

Q1 FIVE YEAR TREND

Westmount, Quebec H3Z 2M8

Profusion immobilier inc. -

Real Estate Agency

000

SCAN ME TO
VIEW OUR
COMPLETE 2021
REAL ESTATE
REVIEW
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Sign of spring
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PHOTO COURTESY OF BILL SMITH.

The finest retirement lifestyle
IS avallable at...

& s
A Ouatity Lifestyle

Westmount’s good
living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate
comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs
24 hours every single day.

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES.

4430 St. Catherine West
514-935-1212 — www.placekensington.com

A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

Electricity back on, ahead of expectations

Stonehurst tenants question
management’s reaction to fire

By JENNIFER BALL

Electricity is back on at the Stonehurst
Apartments, where there was an electrical
fire the morning of April 14. The fire
started in the garage and was contained
quickly (see April 19, p. 19). A resident had
expressed concern to the Independent that
the electricity would be off for an extended
time, but it was back on April 16.

On the other hand, safety concerns have
now been raised by tenants in a three-page
letter to building management dated April
18.

The tenants are critical of the handling
of the blaze in the letter to Randy Swartz,
director of finance for the building’s rep-
resentative Barry Feinstein. She also
handles renewal negotiations for tenants.
Montreal’s property roll lists “Succession
[estate of ] Morris Feinstein” as the owner.

A tenant who preferred not to be named
was surprised that “we have not heard any-
thing from Barry or Randy since this hap-
pened.”

Alarms did go off

Among other things, the letter says:
“Most sobering is, at a critical stage of the
crisis, several residents were unaware of
it, even though the alarms went off and the
fire trucks were in front of the building. In

one case, a fireman surprised the residents
on the top floor when he knocked and told
them to evacuate.

“Another tenant’s departure was en-
sured by a neighbour who knew that they
had hearing problems and took responsi-
bility for banging on their door.... But, non-
etheless, no one was deputized to ensure
everyone had left, or to take a count of who
was present outside and who was not...

“Had your team engaged in serious
communication with the residents, you
would have discovered that after the event,
at four days and counting, there is a pal-
pable sense of vulnerability and uncer-
tainty. Yet nothing has been done to make
your income-producing tenants feel valued
and respected.”

The tenants also requested a full elec-
trical inspection of the building including
the elevator. “Is the building’s wiring up to
code? Given the age of the building, this is
a consideration,” they asked.

The Independent spoke with Swartz on
April 21, but she declined to comment.

As for the apartments at Stonehurst,
they're still being cleaned. I am “trying to
get rid of all the soot in the stairwells and
in the laundry,” said a tenant. “We had to
do a major clean-up in our apartment, es-
pecially in our kitchen where all the smoke
came up, but other than that, it is okay.”

i [ E :
The basement of 4200 Sherbrooke after a post-fire clean-up, as seen April 21.
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NOUVEAUTE NOUVEAUTE
619 Roslyn, Westmount | 2 098 000$ 4319 Montrose, Westmount | 1 699 000$

Exclusif “On the flats” 50 Place Belvedere, Westmount 3047 Ch. De Breslay, Westmount Adj. 59 Ch. De Lavigne, Westmount
7 500 000 $ 5499 000 $ 3195000 $ 2998 000 $

VENDU VENDU VENDU VENDU
614 Av. Belmont, Westmount 3555 Av. Grey, Westmount Ad;. 175 Av. Metcalfe PH605, Westmount 38 Rue York, Westmount

MARTIN ROULEAU | BComm
© o1 ov0 000 | martnrosmucom ENGEL&VOLKERS
rEoEno MARTIN ROULEAU

©2022 Engel & Vélkers. Tous droits réservés. Franchisé indépendant et autonome. Si votre propriété est déja inscrite veuillez ne pas faire cas de cette
annonce. Courtier immobilier, agence immobiliére, Engel & Volkers Montréal / Québec.
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Police Report

stops a grandparent fraud

By MARTIN C. BARRY

Community relations staff at the Montreal po-
lice deptartment’s Station 12 say the Westmount
Independent’s recent coverage of a fraud wave com-
mitted against local senior citizens has helped
raise awareness of the problem — while stopping
at least one such incident in its tracks.

According to community relations officer Adal-
bert Pimentel, a bank branch at the corner of Sher-
brooke St. and Victoria Ave. contacted the Stanton
St. station last week after a female client in her
eighties tried to withdraw several thousand dollars
under circumstances regarded as suspicious.

Crime incident reports issued by Station 12
over the last few months have shown a significant
increase in various types of frauds, including
“grandparent” scams in which the perpetrators re-
peatedly have contacted retired Westmounters.

Typically, the caller claims to represent or to be
a grandchild who is in legal trouble somewhere
outside Canada, and in immediate need of finan-
cial assistance to be bailed out of jail.

Many victims end up being persuaded to go to
their bank and withdraw a large sum of money,
which is then picked up at their address by an ac-

OPEN HOUSE

SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2022

REGISTER ONLINE!

complice, who vanishes without a trace, unless the
police have been informed and become involved.

Pimentel said the bank branch’s staff had re-
cently been made more aware of the problem after
reading the Independent’s coverage of grandparent
scams over the past few months, as well as from
Station 12 foot patrol officers who've been visiting
bank branches.

He said that after describing to the client the
circumstances that led bank staffers to believe she
was being victimized, “she was totally shocked and
surprised” to learn she might be the victim of a
very persuasive form of fraud.

The bank called police at Station 12, and of-
ficers went to the branch, where they met the
client and told her the bank was trying to protect
her assets. They then reached out to a next of kin,
who agreed to intervene and provide additional
support.

Pimentel said the intervention was “a perfect
example of what an ounce of prevention is worth.
Police investigations are long and expensive, and
you don’t always get the desired results, and in the
meantime, the victim’s money is lost. Prevention
is definitely the key here. We're very happy with

this outcome.” Prince Albert and Victoria March 25.

A high sch
to be 1?‘
[ N X

=

. Wrong way on de Mais.
An ounce of prevention -

This car was photographed going the wrong way on de Maisonneuve between

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

English and French private high school providing optimal pathways

ihing. We create opportunities for students to succeed.

C

2075 Sherbrooke St W, Montreal, QC, H3H 1Gé

ACADEMIE CENTENNIAL
CENTENNIAL ACADEMY
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Alan
Klinkhoff

Gallery

Unabashedly, Claude A. Simard was a painter of beauty and joy, found in numerous forms. Their gardens, first
le Jardin du Bon Accueil at their home in St-Foy and then also at the home on Lac St-Joseph provided important
sources of composition. Not the most ardent fan of winter, Claude brought his interest in flowers indoors where

he painted a strong body of still life.

He was born in Quebec City in 1943. He graduated in 1966 from the Ontario College of Art and Design. Simard
was elected to be a member of the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts in 1981, the very year that he had his first of
5 exhibitions with us at our original family art gallery, the Galerie Walter Klinkhoff.

Claude A. Simard (1943-2014) Scan QR Code to view

Summer Garden, 1995, additional images of Summer
Acrylic on canvas, Garden by Claude A. Simard at
12 x 24 in (30.5 X 61 ¢cm) Klinkhoff.ca
CAD 4,000

Montreal Toronto

1448 Sherbrooke Street West 190 Davenport Road www.klinkhoff.ca

514.284.9339 416.233.0339 info@klinkhoff.ca
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Centre Greene launches A.C.T. Project against racism, discrimination

By MARTIN C. BARRY

Centre Greene is launching a commu-
nity engagement initiative against racism
and discrimination through a program fo-
cusing on theatre and the creative arts,
using a subsidy obtained from the city of
Montreal and the Quebec government.

Centre Greene’s A.C.T. Project (Art, Cre-
ation, Transformation) was one of 38 pro-
jects approved to receive more than $5 mil-
lion in subsidies from Montreal and the
Quebec ministry of Immigration, Fran-
cization and Integration for the next two
years.

More than 50 participants are expected
to take part in the program, beginning with
arts workshops that start on May 7. The
workshops will revolve around the issues
of racism, discrimination and collective
measures that can be taken to overcome
them.

During an announcement and presen-
tation of the program at Centre Greene on
April 13, executive-director Diahara Traoré
said the main objectives are to give voice
to racialized and immigrant people.

Guidance will be provided by an advis-
ory committee composed mainly of immi-
grants and “racialized” people who will as-
sist, inform and evaluate the project’s con-
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As seen here on April 13 at Centre Greene are, from left, Michael Derix, office assistant at Centre
Greene; Mauro Pea, director of the Red Coalition, director at Bienvenue 8 NDG and ACT project
advisory committee member; Heather Hodges, head of programs at Centre Greene; Yazan Charif,
ACT Project lead; Diahara Traoré, executive director of Centre Greene; Sophie Cram, building op-
erations manager at Centre Greene and Natalie Doyle, planning consulting at the city of Montreal’s
new arrivals integration centre.

tent and activities.

Forum theatre, a theatrical medium
created by the late Brazilian dramatist Au-
gusto Boal to involve communities in the
expression of social inequalities and col-
lective action against oppression, will be
the basis for theatrical workshops every
two weeks starting next September, leading
ultimately to a staged performance.

During the arts workshops, participants
will be able to express their experiences of
discrimination, their solidarity or their feel-
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ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514-602-1545

ings regarding the values of social inclusion.

Traoré said the program aims to raise
awareness among non-racialized people
and non-immigrants of the realities of rac-
ism and discrimination through “commu-
nity conversations” facilitated and enriched
by resource people.

New direction for Centre Greene

While Centre Greene has almost always
focused on being a venue for recreational
and cultural programs, Traoré acknowl-

Manoir Westmount

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount

[
¥
Very affordable all inclusive rates...
v All meals ¢ Medication distribution
v Daily tea v 24 hour security
v Daily housekeeping ¢ 24 hour nurse
v Personal Laundry ¢ Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc.

4646 Sherbrooke Street West %
Westmount, QC H3Z 278

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

edged that the A.C.T Project is somewhat
of a departure in a new direction.

“Arts and art hives have always existed
at Centre Greene, but we know that there
are also theatre classes happening in this
building,” she said.

“And so we thought that since the com-
munity know us for that, how could we use
that to kind of build more awareness
around racism and discrimination?”

Traoré said she was surprised when
Centre Greene’s application to the city of
Montreal was accepted — especially since
the centre is located in the city of West-
mount.

However, she said they successfully ar-
gued in their application that the clients
for the A.C.T. Project would be a mix of
residents from Westmount, St. Henri and
Little Burgundy.

Jane Wightman, chairman of Centre
Greene’s board of directors, said the A.CT.
Project should prove to be valuable, not
only to racialized and immigrant people,
but also to those who may not previously
have experienced racism or discrimination.

“The community will not have experi-
enced the traumas,” she said during the
April 13 presentation. “But part of this is
also about education and the whole idea of
how we can really change.”

You are in good hands

Yomed

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

(No medical referral required)

Plan your visit today

514 342.8346

20 YEARS

EXPER\ENCE

Phlebology
Aesthetic medicine,

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount
www.xomed.ca | info@xomed.ca
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YOUR MASTERPIECE AWAITS

5 townhouses. 14 condominiums.
A distinguished address at the nexus of
culture and luxury.

Condos — from studios to 2 bedrooms
Townhouses — 3 bedrooms
Occupancy date : October 2022

REGISTER FOR THE VIP LIVE
ONLINE EVENT | MAY 10TH

Website: dumusee.com
Email: info@presti.ca

PRESTI
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ART LIVES HERE
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24/HR VALET PORTER SERVICE

COMMON/PRIVATE ELEVATORS

COMMON/PRIVATE
ROOFTOP TERRACES

FULLY-EQUIPPED

FITNESS CENTER WITH ECHELON™

Condos & Townhouses
3454 - 3456 Ave. Du Musée

1anedt

VIP LIVE ONLINE EVENT | MAY 10TH s

IN-GROUND PARKING

POLIFORM™ KITCHEN/
WOLF SUBZERO™ APPLIANCES

COMMON AND IN-UNIT
INTERIOR SPACES DESIGNED
BY PHILIP HAZAN

Downtown Montreal's
Magnum Opus

DU MUSEE
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Westmount Park United revives ‘prayer labyrinth’ tradition

By MARTIN C. BARRY il e mi T

-
L2

The prayer labyrinth, an early Christian L
worship tradition that has been largely for- ] #
gotten for centuries, is being revived at e
Westmount Park United Church.

After two years of being mostly cut off
from one another during the COVID pan-
demic, Westmount Park United’s mem-
bers recently decided the time had come
to undertake a project that would encour-
age people to get out, while hopefully also
cultivating introspection.

Perhaps the world’s most famous
example of a prayer labyrinth is the one
that was laid out more than eight centuries
ago on the floor of Chartres Cathedral in
medieval France.

Westmount Park United’s version is
based on the labyrinth found on the floor
at Chartres Cathedral. The pattern is on a
large sheet of sewn-together canvases.

More recently in Montreal, members of
Rosedale United Church in NDG created
a stone prayer labyrinth on the Terrebonne
Ave. church’s outdoor grounds, where it
remains to this day even though the build-
ing is under new ownership.

“Happily, as things return to normal,
we hope more people can Nikita Eaton-Lusignan, animator of the prayer labyrinth at Westmount Park United Church, is seen here on Sunday, April 10 while using the labyrinth
discover what labyrinth- continued onp. 23 on the floor in the church’s main sanctuary.

H #-P j’li:

Where can Sacred Heart’s Grade 12 program lead me?
Anywhere | can dream of!

GRADE 12 AT SACRED HEART

Sacred Heart graduates have been accepted to the most prestigious and
world-renowned universities, from Science programs such as Physics,
Biochemistry and Industrial Engineering, to Business and Arts...

The possibilities are endless.

Sacred Heart graduates have been accepted to the following universities:

Bishop’s University Ohio State Uni\_lersit.y
Carleton University Penn State University

Concordia University Ryerson University
Duke University Université de Montréal

Harvard University University of Ottawa

lllinois Wesleyan University University of Toronto
McGill University University of Waterloo

McMaster University Western University

Fast-track your way to university by finding out more details today!
admissions@sacredheart.qc.ca | (514) 937-2845 ext 114 | sacredheart.qc.ca/grade-12/

Your future starts here.
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Québec

without
waste

A STUFFED BIN DOESN'T MEAN
WE'RE CONSUMING WELL.
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This campaign stems from the legal obligations of newspapers or printed media subject fo the Regulation respecting compensation for municipal services provided to recover and reclaim residual materials (c. Q-2, r. 10).



April 26, 2022 - WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT - 23

[b—sl

.":,_-ﬂ.

A, 9 Lives

i

(i LYSANNE FOWLER
- =

Betsy is an affectionate and playful one-
year-old, very sweet and pretty. Her lovely
white fur is gleaming against her tabby
brown-and-grey mask and cape-and-tail
fashion statement, contrasting with her
precious pink nose and huge gold-tone
eyes.

Betsy is presently at the Montreal SPCA
cattery, available for a family to bring her
home to cuddle with her and enjoy her

Young Betsy

company.

She is very healthy, up to date with her
inoculations, spayed and microchipped. To
find out more about Betsy, please visit the
Montreal SPCA website at www.spca.com,
scrolling to her information page under
her identification number 49518040.

Then you will find the “Book a visit”
link on the right of the page. Once clicking
there, you will be directed to the adoption
consultant information form to schedule
an appointment for an opportunity to find
out more about Betsy and plan a visit.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

Prayer labyrinth, cont’d from p. 20

walking can bring them,” said Westmount
Park United pastor Neil Whitehouse, who
also helped create the Rosedale United
labyrinth.

“Itis truly a powerful grounding experi-
ence, more accessible than other forms of
meditation, because people are moving for-
ward as they discover a new state of mind.”

Meditation while walking

According to Nikita Eaton-Lusignan,
Westmount Park United’s labyrinth ani-
mator, labyrinths pre-date Christianity, al-
though Christians adapted them to their
faith.

She said it was Rev. Neil’s idea to import
the tradition here.

Having used the church’s labyrinth her-
self, she described the experience as a form
of meditation undertaken while walking.

“For me personally, I find that it’s help-
ful because I have trouble sitting down and

meditating,” said Eaton-Lusignan. “If your
body is in motion, it kind of helps with the
flow of your thoughts. But it affects people
in so many different ways.”

For some people, she suggested the
labyrinth’s circular pattern, leading grad-
ually to the centre, becomes a powerful
symbol of what life is all about.

“Almost as soon as you start, you find
yourself right next to the centre, and then
you end up going much further away. It
kind of teases you that way, which rep-
licates a lot of life journeys. It’s a good
metaphor.”

While Westmount Park United’s prayer
labyrinth has been set up inside up to now,
she said they are thinking of taking it out-
doors on a few occasions this summer for
an open-air meditation experience. The
prayer labyrinth can be experienced on
Sunday afternoons from 1:30 pm to 3:30
pm.

"~ Westmount
~ A-dog-tions

- LysANNE FOWLER

We will all agree that Champion is a
stunning fellow, a tan-and-black shepherd
type. Beauty is so much more than skin
deep, though, as he has such dignity and
warmth in his personality as well.

Champion is more than handsome: he
is a very bright and social dog. He is 10
years old now and he is waiting for a caring
and active family at the Montreal SPCA
kennel. Adoption in our neighborhood en-
sures that he will spend his time in an af-
fectionate home and enjoy our doggie-
friendly lifestyle in our great parks and
Summit Woods.

i 1

Champion for
a loving family

Champion is very healthy, up to date
with his inoculations, neutered and micro-
chipped. As he is considered as a senior
for adoption purposes, his adopting family
will benefit from a reduced adoption rate.

If you would like more information on
Champion, please do not hesitate to visit
the Montreal SPCA website at www.spca.
com and refer to his profile page under his
identification number 48302252. Once
there, please click on the “Book a visit” link
on the right, which leads to the adoption
consultant form to schedule an appoint-
ment with them directly to meet and dis-
cuss bringing Champion home.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

i

All your favourite pet food & treats
and we now offer grooming services too!

Peluche

Westmount

4071 St. Catherine St. W. (at Wood) 514 944-9044
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Whole bag of frames swiped in March from Optik Avenue

Opticians, optometrists need hlgh -tech machines & parts, sk|IIed people

By JENNIFER BALL

In the last two years, retailers have faced
araft of new pandemic-related challenges,
but old risks have not disappeared, includ-
ing shoplifting. One such incident oc-
curred in March at Optik Avenue on St. Ca-
therine St. near Greene, according to Mi-
chael Toulch, co-owner with Earl Asimoyv,
formerly of Vision 21/20.

“We have now installed a buzzer on the
door to let customers in because a thief
came in and cleared as many glasses as he
could into a bag. When my staff tried to in-
tervene, he pushed them off and then he
ran into the nearby Metro station,” Toulch
said.

Opticians vs. optometrists

Opticians are technicians who fit eye-
glasses, contact lenses, and other vision-
correcting devices. Optometrists examine,
diagnose, and treat patients’ eyes. Optik
Avenue employs both.

The business offers retail services (lux-
ury eyewear, transition lenses, contact
lenses) and eye exams, which screen for
glaucoma, cataracts and treat common eye
infections such as conjunctivitis.

WOOD FINISHING
DOORS*FURNITUREsWOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
*Specializing in
stripping & staining
ENTRANCE DOORS
-also-
*Touch-Ups & Repairs
Kitchen Cabinets
*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE  514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

ik

Mlchael Toulch, left, co-owner of Optik Avenue, Catherine St. and Wood Ave., on April 15 The store ofoptluan Alain Assedo, Sherbrooke St. and

Claremount Ave. on March 18.

It also offers eye-imaging technology,
including optical coherence tomography
(OCT), which is a non-invasive diagnostic
instrument used for imaging the retina. It
has the ability to detect problems in the eye
prior to any symptoms being present in
the patient.

It is these large, expensive machines
that is causing Toulch the most concern
during the sixth wave of the pandemic, he
said. This at the same time that the manu-
facturing world has been facing a global
shortage of semiconductors.

“I can call eye-frame companies and get
frames. They have not run out of inventory
yet, but where I am affected is there’s
equipment that I would like to buy. There’s
a problem with massive inflation and also
delays because it’s all electronic. It is not
an immediate problem, unless one of my
machines breaks and then that would be a
big problem,” Toulch said.

“Then there is our lab equipment. We
grind the glasses ourselves. It is expensive
and it is very electronic and high-tech. For

Painting = Decoration & Finishing

STUART

DEARLOVE

www.stuartdearlove.com

Standard &t Restorative Painting
Plaster

Stripping, Wood finishing
Interior & Exterior

Bonded -

514 482-5267

RBQ 8328 8514 09

Licensed - Insured - References

stuartpaints@sympatico.ca

OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

the equipment side of things, you can call
suppliers and they are laughing at your re-
quest [for service or replacement parts].
“Take a ticket and wait, we will get back to

7y

you.

‘Handy person’ keeps machines running

Alain Assedo, the eponymous owner of
the Sherbrooke St. and Crescent St. stores,
indicated that he has not had any major is-
sues with his store’s diagnostic machines.
“I do have someone that I know who is like
a handy person — he’s been doing this for
years — making minor repairs. But no
major parts or things have had to be or-
dered yet”

Even if the machines never break down,
though, Assedo is aware that there is real
competition to find and retain trained op-
tometrists to operate them. “There are only
two schools in Quebec that train eye-care
specialists, so there are not that many that
graduate every year, the University of Mon-
treal for optometry and there is CEGEP
Edouard-Montpetit for opticians.

“It’s very hard to get your hands on an
optician and optometrist, never mind a
good one. It might even be a little bit
harder since the pandemic, with people
moving around more, but it has always
been a problem in the industry.”

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Weeding & Yard Work

Garden cleaning, Weeding, Adding Mulch, Yard Cleanup, Raking
Leaves. Text /| Message Vince at 514-294-5562.

Cleaning / Housekeeping

Westmount/NDG area: Reliable & thorough, | am available for
cleaning and/or housekeeping at your home or office. References
available, please call Karen 438.229.1173.

Dog Walker Available

Responsible and loving, Westmount area. One-on-one solo walks
allow me to focus on your pet. Website: edebuss.wixsite.com/my-
site, or Elise 438-837-0083 or edebuss@gmail.com.

Cleaner Available

Safe Spring Cleaning, 15 years of experience. Marie 514-713-
9367.

Piano Tuning

Westmount Piano Tuning, $88. Call 514-206-0449.

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
* British & European newspapers
e Specializing in fashion & interior
design e Imported chocolates

o BELL lifestyle natural products
e | ottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square

At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally?

Buy a classified in the
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

at

www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally
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Westmount Park, cont'd from p. 1

Tessier Récréo-Parc at its proposed amount

of $95,598 including tax credits, and
maximum of $104,692, including taxes.

Which park?

a

While the council resolution mentioned
only the purchase of new playground

equipment, city officials later confirmed

it

was destined for use in Westmount Park.
This project was not mentioned in the

city’s capital works budget, though ne

W

playground equipment for Devon Park was

(see story January 11, p. 4).

During last year’s consultations on re-
furbishing Westmount Park, Mayor Chris-
tina Smith frequently stated that its play-
grounds were an important consideration.

She said last week that, after the recent
purchase, the new equipment structures

could continue to be used in any “re-d

e-

sign” of the park, wording used in general
commiittee reports tabled at the city council

meeting.

/

DROIT FISCAL

H<L

Eric Luu, LB, B.C.L, MTAX
Tax Lawyer - Income Tax, GST & QST
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario
Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation,
Taxpaer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP)

514 503-7719
info@hkltax.com
https://hkltax.com

1434 Sainte-Catherine West
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

A\

WOOD FINISHING

ON-SITE SERVICE
*Specializing in
stripping & staining
ENTRANCEDOORS
-also-
*Touch-Ups & Repairs
Kitchen Cabinets
*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

DOORS*FURNITURE*WOODWORK

A 3D visual of the structures that will be installed in the smaller kids’ playground area. The musical “flowers” are at the lower left.

[Tl | ] I,_

i

ILLUSTRATION COURTESY OF THE CITY OF WESTMOUNT.
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Shown April 20, the current play structure for younger children that has been condemned for safety reasons and is to be replaced

We welcome your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve the
right to choose and edit them. Please
limit to 300 words and submit before

Friday 10 am to be considered for
publication the following week. email us
at: editor@westmountindependent.com

FAYAY
L
Arthur Younanian
Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2
Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

$ $ INCOME TAX RETURN $ $

Federal T1 & provincial TP1 (personal)

CHARTERED
A PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTANT

(Proudly serving our community over more than 15 years)

Profess

* Personal & corporate tax returns

* Tax consultation in home and car deductions
* Consultation-Business organizational structure
* Real estate statements, Relevé 31 Summaries

—

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC.
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)

ional Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Services

* Financial statements, & Bookkeeping
* Planning in family income tax

* T4 and Relevé 1 Summaries

* GST, TVQ, & Payroll Reports

Tel.: (514) 227-8765

6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B
Montréal, (Québec) H3X 2T8
E-mail: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca
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Before ....
and after

City council has just approved a two-
year, $2.3-million contract to repair the
windows of city hall (see April 5, p. 3 for
details), as seen above on April 4. Work
on the building’s roof, seen below April
2, was finished last year.

PHOTOS: RALPH THOMPSON.

14

|
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trip to Rome (see p. 29 for my final Rome

Retail Review column), 1 was thrilled to find Paradiso

Pasta Divina/Pates Divines. In fact, I was
there on opening day, April 20.

The proud team hails from some of
Montreal’s most famed foodie destina-
tions. Lindsay German (manager) worked
at Taverne on the Square; sister Kira Ger-

VERONICA REDGRAVE

Already missing Italian dishes from my

Kira German, Lindsay German and Will Weston.

Andy Dodge & Associates

Real Estate Research & Analysis

Individual studies and data
about Westmount real estate

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4

Tel: 514-482-8560 www.andydodgeassociates.com

andy@andydodgeassociates.com

man at Nora Gray, and Will Weston at Joe
Beef.

Kira and Will are co-chefs and also
worked with Lindsay at Monkland Tavern.

Now they have a charming site on West-
mount’s Victoria Ave. The shop offers a
nice — and not too cluttered — range of bal-
samic vinegars (two- and five-year vin-
tages) as well as olive oils, sardines and
great jars of sauces and olives. (If you bring
back your washed jar you get $1 off your
next purchase.)

Choose pasta!

My choice was easy. The home-made
frozen pasta (lasagna with ricotta and spi-
nach) took only an hour in the oven before
wafting its alluring addictive aroma.

There is a daily lunch special. Fresh
pasta served hot with bread (from neigh-
bour-up-the-street Franquette) and a drink,
itis available for take-out from 11:30 am to
3:30 pm.

Sadly, the day I went, it was past pick-
up time. And anyway, the Agnolotti had
sold out.

There are wonderful packages with
great graphics, Siciliana Limonata and Or-
angiata; Scout (Canadian sea food).

Pasta choices and sauces are made fresh
daily, which means the pasta cooks quickly,

Divine pasta in the heart of Westmount

unlike the dried boxed varieties.

And is super delicious. Eat it the Italian
way, using only your fork. Strands hang-
ing? Pasta is cooked al dente. If it rolls
around the fork, it’s overcooked, I was told
in Rome.

Buon appetito!

PARADISO

344 Victoria

514.805.6198

Wednesday to Saturday, 11 am to 6 pm
Paradisopasta.ca

We compound medication for your pet
Flavoured medicine, chosen format (capsules, treats/pastes,
liquids, creams). It's not just hiding a pill in a piece of food!

PEARSON & COHEN-TENOUDJI

Pharmacy —IIIIIPI‘III

5025 Sherbrooke W. (hetween Claremont & Grey) Suite 102
(ground floor entrance) H4A 159 - 514-484-2222

lake
shore

construction
montraal

* New construction & remodeling
* Dedicated project management
e Architectural design services

514 683-8306
www.lakeshoreconstruction.com

info@lakeshoreconstruction.ca
RBQ: 8347-1839-02

Renovating your
house into your
dream home
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HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY
C (! I a nge : 1379 ave. Greene, Westmount * 514 285-8525

"CHRISTINE

O OFF ALL MERCHANDISE
April 28th - May 8th, 2022.
OWe will be open on Sun. May 8th from 12 to 5
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City Views

VERONICA REDGRAVE

Going to Rome? Brush up on your Ita-
lian. Take a conversazione course at the Is-
tituto Italiano di cultura. (Classes, all levels,
start May 23 by the way.) Or, next fall, learn
at Concordia University, which offers au-
diting for seniors — a unique proposition.

Markets

Porta Portese, Mercato di Campagna
Amica, Mercato di Testaccio, Campo de-
"Fiori, Mercato Monti and Nuova Mercato
Esquilino.

Public transport. Bus & metro

Either buy daily bus passes at a tabache-
ria (look for a big “T” outside the shop) or
a mensile — monthly, if you are there long
enough. (Nota bene: If you use your daily
one-time ticket, make sure you stamp it for
each trip. Sometimes officials check. There
is a fine if you don’t!)

At the bus stops, sign boards list direc-
tions and stops. They aren’t always an-
nounced on the bus, however, so [ remem-
bered how many stops I had before I got
off by using Google Maps.

Once upon a time...

Rome calling: Why? Where? What? When? Who?

Be prepared (again). Sometimes buses
arrive on time. Sometimes they don’t.
Sometimes the bus pass stamp machine
is broken. Enjoy. It’'s Rome.

Westmount Public Library

Check out the latest Lonely Planet and
other guidebooks.

Aldrovandi Residence

This is a lovely old building in a resi-
dential area full of embassies, so it’s far
quieter than al centro with 24-hour
scooters! Tranquil trees outside your win-
dow house lots of birds. Includes mini-
apartment with little kitchenette, buffet
breakfast, daily room cleaning, tv and in-
ternet. Pool opens in June. (Rooms facing
pool-side are quieter). Elevator. Facing
Borghese Gardens. Most of the staff speaks
some English. When you book, you can ask
their car service to collect you at the airport
(€55). aldrovandiresidence.it

Borghese Gardens. Rome’s lungs

Take a picnic. Admire the 19th century
water clock. There is a charming little lake
where you can rent boats. Kids will love to
observe the ducks and turtles. Read in the
shade. A map tells you ..................
how to walk to the piazzas. continued on p. 30

FOR YOUR SWEETHEART

Diamond Sautoir Necklace & Bracelet

Cool white heart-shaped & brilliant diamonds
27.11cts in 18k white and yellow gold

49 heart & brilliant diamonds 14.26cts

B cu 1

KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier
2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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........... Rome, contdfromp 29 e
Or, you can catch a bus (#160) to al centro.
Visit Galleria Borghese — but remember to
pre-book. But even if it’s booked, you can
always visit the wonderful book shop.

Caravaggio works

Most are free entry! (Private villas and
the Vatican need pre-booking.) Basilicas di
S. Agostino and S. Marie del Popolo, Capi-
toline Museum, Galleria Borghese, Palazzo
Barberini and Doria Pamphilj, churches S.
Luigi del Francesi and S. Maria Immaco-
lata; and the Vatican Museums.

Raphael

The Pantheon houses his burial site.
(Tip: try going just before the doors shut
at 6:30 pm to avoid the line-ups). The Vati-
can Museums, Palazzo Barberini, Galleria
Borghese and Doria Pamphilj Gallery.

Capitoline Museums

Take some time here. You can view
archeological finds; the ancient Roman
forum (best view in Rome); Graeco-Roman
discoveries, and the massive head and foot
of the emperor Constantine.

Colonna palace and gallery

One of the oldest and largest private pal-
aces in Rome. Built during the 14th cen-
tury, the Colonna family still resides there

today. Only open Friday and Saturday
mornings. Exclusive private guided tours
are available. Galleriacolonna.it

Palazzo Doria Pamphilj

Another palace from centuries ago. One
cannot help but marvel at how these
families lived. Masterpieces range from
paintings to sculpture (Bernini). Doriap-
amphilj.it

Galleria nazionale d’arte moderna
e contemporanea

A fun stop. The contemporary art — both
the permanent collection and the featured
exhibition — will add a balance to your ex-
haustive viewing of centuries-old works.
Wonderful light floods the high-ceilinged
rooms. There are two cafés, one as you
enter, and one around the corner with a
more extensive menu. Tuesday to Satur-
day, 9 am to 7 pm. La gallerianazionale.
com MAXXI,

The National Museum
of 21st Century Arts

Another balance to your daze of master-
pieces. MAXXI Arte and MAXXI Archi-
tecture offer contemporary creativity. Zaha
Hadid designed the fabulous building.
Maxxi.art

Top 1%

in Canada

Fliiips

6 BEDROOM FAMILY HOM
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Westmount | 11 Av. Hillside, apt. 202 | $879,000

BEATRICE BAUDINET

EFRL FITATE NROEFE

CERERARNEY |

B.514.934.1818
C.514.912.1482

baudinet@royallepage.ca
www.baudinet.ca

TH &

—
ROYAL LEPAGE
—
HERITAGE

AL ESATE AGENCY

3 BED CONDO IN A SEMI-DETACHED

T T — T ———— T

Westmount | 580 Ch. de la Céte-St-Antoine | $2,099,000
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Borghese Gardens offers the very old and the very new.

Rhinocerus gallery

The Fondazione Alda Fendi is behind
this cutting-edge space. Worth the hike.
One can go up to the roof and while sip-
ping to watch the sun set.

Roman forum

Wander amidst bits of broken columns.
Admire the mighty arch of Constantine.
Like everywhere in Rome, it is advisable to
buy tickets online. Tuesday to Sunday, 11
am to midnight. Parcocolosseo.it

Vatican Museums & Galleries
You'll know that you're near the Vatican.

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

\/4 i ____
7 Anne-Marie
Larve

514 862-7718 514 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT

Just join a massive line. Best to pre-book a
tour. There are many offered. Obviously,
one sees the Sistine Chapel and the Raph-
ael rooms. There are wonderful archeologi-
cal rooms and also a contemporary art col-
lection. Museivaticaniva

Michelangelos

Vatican; Piazza del Campidoglio; Basil-
icas S. Pietro in Vincoli and Santa Maria
Sopra Minerva.

Baths of Caracalla

The sheer size of the structures amaze.
As do the marvellous mosaics. Book
online. coopculture.it/it/poi/terme-di-
caracalla

Bernini and Boromini

Rival geniuses. Their architectural
masterpieces anchor piazzas with foun-
tains and churches. Bernini’s famed Ba-
roque sculpted baldachin is over the high
altar at St. Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican.
Boromini’s lovely Sant’Ivo alla Sapienza.
Take a guided bus tour, or use a map and
walk.

o e o
w w w

Obviously the list can be endless. But
we end here. Buon viaggiol
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We listen
to what is
important
to you.

Your goals are unique to you. There is no one-size-fits-all solution when
it comes to your wealth and how you use it.

Learn how great personalized advice on wealth planning, investment management, banking, lending,
tax and philanthropic planning and estate and trust services can get you where you want to go.

Bradley Steinmetz
Portfolio Manager and Investment Advisor
Tel: 514-282-5825 | bradley.steinmetz@nbpcd.com | steinmetzwealth.com

With us, it’s personal.

STEINMETZ

BMO 9 ‘ Private Wealth WEALTH

BMO Nesbitt Burns

BMO Private Wealth is a brand name for a business group consisting of Bank of Montreal and certain of its affiliates in providing Private wealth management products and services. Not all products and services are offered by all
legal entities within BMO Private Wealth. Banking services are offered through Bank of Montreal. Investment management, wealth planning, tax planning, philanthropy planning services are offered through BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc.
and BMO Private Investment Counsel Inc. Estate, trust, and custodial services are offered through BMO Trust Company. Insurance services and products are offered through BMO Estate Insurance Advisory Services Inc., a wholly-owned
subsidiary of BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. BMO Private Wealth legal entities do not offer tax advice. BMO Nesbitt Burns Inc. is a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and the Investment Industry Requlatory Organization of
Canada. BMO Trust Company and BMO Bank of Montreal are Members of (DIC. ® Registered trademark of Bank of Montreal, used under license.
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sicotte &co

Marie Sicotte +1514 953 9808
Real Estate Broker marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

CONDITIONAL
OFFER

' $2,825,000 *F {  $2,895,000 $1,625,000 '
‘r — ¥ — - ul
Westmount Westmount Westmount
466 MOUNTAIN AV. 2 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, APT. 1404 4700 STE-CATHERINE ST. WEST, APT. 613

CONDITIONAL
OFFER

$3,295,000

Mont-Tremblant Saint-Donat Tremblant Region | Arundel
6896 RIVE DU LAC-TREMBLANT, 107 CH. COUTU, LAC ARCHAMBAULT 72 ROUTE DE CRYSTAL FALLS
LAC TREMBLANT-NORD

CONDITIONAL
OFFER

=1 il

RENTAL $6,900/MONTH

South-West Old Montreal Westmount
1690 GRAND TRUNK 60 DE BRESOLES ST., APT. 320 427 GROSVENOR AV.
GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.

245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2Mé6 f

iy
$1,585,000

CALL US FOR MORE UNITS

Golden Square Mile
PORT-ROYAL, APT. 807

Tremblant Region | La Conception
CH. DES REVEURS, LAC-XAVIER

LOTS FROM $150,000 TO $250,000

Tremblant Region | La Conception
CHIC SHACK PROJECT: REVENUE PROPERTY

Suttsn | BARNES



