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Peart, Roux, Aronson vote against request, support PAC

Council grants Montrose Ave.
rear extension as its ﬁrst
minor derogation
By Laureen Sweeney
For the first time, and by a 5-3 vote, city
council May 2 approved a building project
request under the city’s By-law 1576 on
minor derogations. This by-law was
enacted last September to help building
owners obtain minor exemptions from
zoning By-law 1303 under specific criteria.

Don’t Miss It
Demonstration against Bill 96
Starts at Dawson College
southeast gate on Atwater
Saturday, May 14, 10:00 am

Councillor Conrad Peart, commissioner
of urban planning and infrastructure, who
had brought in the derogation by-law, voted
against the initial request along with councillors Elisabeth Roux and Matt Aronson.
All three maintained that this proposal
to build a sunroom addition at the rear of
4309 Montrose, a semi-detached singlefamily dwelling, did not conform to all
criteria qualifying it as a minor deviation.
While the proposed addition would exceed the permitted depth by some four feet
and would match what had been built by
the adjoining house some years ago, the
owner had several other options, they said,
and therefore would not
suffer “serious prejudice,” continued on p. 9
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Green skies at night: AB or ET?

This mysterious green light was photographed at de Maisonneuve and Lansdowne May 4 by Manish
Dhore, with his son Shaurya pointing it out. (White arrow added by Independent.) Describing himself
as having “recently moved to Canada,” Dhore was not sure if it was a known local phenomenon like
the aurora borealis, or a mystery. Nor are we! See another photo on p. 12.
Photo courtesy of M. Dhore.

Extent of ‘reinforcement’ unknown

Council approves work
to re-open summit lookout
By Laureen Sweeney
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After being fenced off to the public for
safety reasons for more than a year, the
summit lookout will undergo “structural
reinforcement” approved May 2 by city
council. This will enable it to be opened at
the end of June or beginning of July, said
Mayor Christina Smith.
A contract for the work was awarded to

I N T ROD U C I N G

Consultants NCP Inc. at its bid amount for
a maximum of $297,782 including taxes,
described as the lowest of five bids.
Damage to the concrete banister was initially reported to have been caused by a
Bombardier plow during snow removal operations over the winter of 2020-2021. This
led to inspections and subsequently to the
city hiring an engineering
firm (see story August 31, continued on p. 10
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3223 Av. de Trafalgar, Westmount
$ 9,900,000

e Sir Robert Peel, PH-B, Ville-Marie
$ 7,250,000

640 Av. Lansdowne, Westmount
$ 2,650,000

JosephMontanaro.com | 514. 660. 3050
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SHOWCASING EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES
TO BOTH LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCES

INTRODUCING | $3,350,000
3200 Av. Cedar, Centre-Ville

19 Av. Grenville,
Westmount | $3,295,000

SOLD EXCLUSIVELY
435 Av. Strathcona, Westmount

613 Av. Victoria,
Westmount | $3,095,000

4625 Av. Miller,
CDN/NDG | $2,550,000

87-89 Av. Columbia,
Westmount | $2,399,000

INTRODUCING | $2,550,000
4175 Rue Ste-Catherine O. #803, Westmount

1455 Rue Sherbrooke O.,
Centre-Ville | Starting From $985,000

1321 Rue Sherbrooke O.,
Centre-Ville | Starting From $825,000

CALL FOR A PRIVATE CONFIDENTIAL MEETING TO DISCUSS YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS.
INQUIRE ABOUT OUR EXCLUSIVE NON-MLS LISTED PROPERTIES.

514-400-SOLD(7653)
Rochelle Cantor
       
514.605.6755 | rochelle.cantor@evrealestate.com

ROCHELLE CANTOR & CIE.
©2022 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. If your property is already listed, please disregard this ad.
Real estate broker, real estate agency, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec
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Police Report

Two suspects sought in assault
and ﬂag theft attempt
By Martin C. Barry
An assault and attempted flag theft incident happened at the corner of Wood Ave.
and St. Catherine St. last week just a few
blocks west of Cabot Square, where a large
pro-Israel rally had been starting around
the same time.
According to Station 12 community relations officer Adalbert Pimentel, the victim,
a man with an office in the area, was walking along St. Catherine St. while carrying a
flag on May 5 around 1:15 pm. The police
report did not specify what flag it was. CTV
and CBC news confirmed late last week that
the flag was indeed Israeli. CBC also said
that the incident is under investigation as a
hate crime.
Two male individuals around 18 years
of age stopped him and demanded he turn
the flag over to them. When he resisted,
one of the suspects seized the flag and a
struggle to hold onto it ensued.
At this point, said Pimentel, one of the
suspects attempted to kick the victim, although he missed. The suspect who had
grabbed the flag dropped it, but then
picked up a tree branch lying on the
ground and struck the victim.
A bystander decided to intervene, becoming part of the altercation at one point,
following which both suspects fled the
scene running. The bystander reportedly
left without speaking to police.
As the intersection was busy at that time
of day, at least one witness recorded a video
on their cell phone, which was furnished
to the police and is now being used as part
of the investigation. “It was furnished by
another party that was there. There were a
lot of people,” said Pimentel.
While he couldn’t say for certain that
the victim was returning from the Israel
Day Rally, where traditionally many sup-

porters wave Israeli flags, he didn’t rule out
the possibility. “Could be,” said Pimentel.
One of the suspects was described as
wearing a white shirt over which he wore
a black vest. The other wore black shoes
and jogging pants. Both were of medium
height.
Returning thief caught
Station 12 investigators were still trying
to figure out last week how an intruder
managed to get into Alexis Nihon Plaza
after closing hours, after which he tried to
break into several boutiques and left, only
to return before daybreak when he finally
was arrested.
Security video footage from around 1
am on May 5 showed the suspect inside
the mall and attempting to break into several stores. Around 4:30 am, according to
security footage, the suspect was seen in
the mall again trying to break into yet
another store, although unsuccessfully.
By 5 am, the Montreal police had been
notified by Alexis Nihon Plaza security personnel that the suspect was still in the
mall, and soon thereafter he was taken into
custody by mall security, who turned him
over the police.
Transported car stolen
A “snowbird” who returned recently to
Westmount from the US, where he had
wintered and from where he had his car
shipped in order to avoid an exhausting
drive, reported to Station 12 police last
week that his SUV was stolen from the
parking spot where the transport company
had left it.
According to the police report, the company informed the owner in a text message
to his cell phone that the vehicle had been
delivered and was parked
on the street near the continued on p. 9
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If you blink, you’ll miss out!

Rare find! 1st time on the market in 38 years!
Semi commercial building on Notre-Dame, in the
heart of Little Burgundy. 2 shops, 2 apartments
on 2 floors. Occupancy of one apartment in
August. Large lot, parking. Top location facing
Corona and near shops, restaurants, 2 metros,
Atwater market, the Canal.
$1,850,000

Extra spacious and bright duplex in HochelagaMaisonneuve. Very charming, updated while
keeping the original charm. Drenched in sunlight.
Occupancy of lower unit including the finished
basement. Only steps away from Collège
Maisonneuve, Pie IX metro, the Olympic Park,
and the Botanical Garden.
$1,032,000

Sylve
Lafrenère
514 895-7001

Your Search Ends Here!
sylvielafreniere.com/youtube

sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com
RE/MAX ACTION Westmount

1225 Greene Ave, Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4
514 933-6781
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Real Estate Broker

N.D.G. – 4577 Av Marcil
$929,000 | MLS 24416981

514.941.9105

june@junebaily.com

N.D.G. – 4599 Av. Clanranald, apt. 504
$619,000 | MLS 22315016
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WHY THIS COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER MATTERS:

E

Small but
mighty papers
deliver impact
journalism
BY RUBY IRENE PRATKA

This

Quebec Community Newspaper Association special feature is
made possible through the generous support of our sponsors.

very day, Trevor Greenway sees the impact of his
work.

Greenway is the editor of The
Low Down to Hull and Back
News, an independent weekly
English-language newspaper
in Wakefield which covers
parts of the Outaouais region.
“If you’re new to the area, the
first three things you learn
about are the Black Sheep Inn,
Wakefield Spring water and
the Low Down,” says Greenway. “People won’t read about
the town council in Low or
Denholm in the Ottawa Citizen or on the CBC website, but
they’ll read it here.”
The 29 English-language and
bilingual member publications of the Quebec Community Newspapers Association
(QCNA) distribute weekly, biweekly, monthly, and daily to
some 384,000 readers, focusing on high-impact local news.
According to the QCNA, three
out of five English-speaking
residents of areas served by
the association read their local paper. >>
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>> HOLDING COMMUNITIES TOGETHER
Quebec’s English-language community
newspapers are part of the glue that holds
their respective communities together,
ormer residents
keeping long-departed ffo
abreast of happenings
a
in their hometown
and often covering great distances.

Publiissherr Penny
Whirterr e
exxplains
MacWh
that tth
he S
Sp
pec plays
ys
a vviita
tal role in tth
he live
ves
off E
En
nglis
ish-speaking
seniors
rs, many of whom
re unilingual and
are
lack inte
ternet access.
Weest QueLily Ryan is the publisher of The W
bec Post (established in 1896), The Pontiac
JJo
ournal,, The Aylmer
y
Bulletin and The Gatineau Bulletin. Ryan notes that until her father, Fred Ryan, founded the bilingual PonJournal, no English- or French-language
tiac Jo
newspaper covered the entirety of the vast,
mostly rural Pontiac region, an area that
takes two hours to drive. The JJo
ournal’s
’s slogan is “Uniting the Pontiac.”
The Gasp
spé Sp
Spec, an English-language
weekly in the Gaspé, plays a similar role,
uniting far-flung English-speaking communities in Eastern Quebec. Before the
Spec published its first edition in 1975, Gaspesians “knew more about New Brunswick
affa
ffairs than they did about Quebec,” the paper’s website explains. The Spec is the only
regional newspaper covering the nearly
350-kilometre area from Rivière-au-Renard
to Matapédia.

Local community newspapers
remain the favourite source for
local news. Local information
is the top reason people read
their community newspaper.
   
         
       
        

More than 450 Canadian news
outlets have closed since 2008.

At least one-third of
Canadian journalism jobs
have disappeared since 2010.
S OU RCE: D E PA R TM E NT OF
C ANA
ANAD
AD I AN H E R I TAG E

Community media contributes
to better iinformed citizens:

                             

FILLLING A VOID
Du
uring the COVID-19 pandemic, as large
reg
gional newspapers
a
hav
ave shrunk further
du
ue to advertising constraints, community
newspapers have filled a void and helped
rea
aders understand a rapidly changing
wo
orld.
In May 2020, veteran Mo
Montreal Gazette
te reorter Brenda O’Farrell
O Farrell founded The 1019
po
port, covering all 1,019 squ
Rep
ep
quare kilometres
of Va
Vaudreuil-Soulanges. Existing local publications had closed, and the Gazette
te had
opped running a weekly segment that ffo
osto
cused on the area.
“This area, which
w
has one of the fastestt-growing English-speaking populations
in the province, had no local English media
a,” O’Farrell say
ays. Her goal was to launch
a “hyperlocal
“
publication worthy of people’s
tim
me,” and the weekly quickly
q
stepped into
thee g
gap
a left by its vanished predecessors.
Th
hanks to a risk-taking town councillor,
O’F
Farrell exposed a real estate cover-up,
ajor changes in
and her reporting led to maj
loccal urban planning policy. “We were able
to g
give voice to one person who said, ‘This is
wrrong,’ tease out what was and wasn’t true
formation,”
and give people the proper info
a
play
shee say
says. “This is the role newspapers
in a democracy.”
d

respondents in communities with
local papers are 15 percentage points
more informed about local news and
information than those without one.
S OU RCE: B E N E F IT S A N D IM PAC T
O F CO M M U N I T Y M E D I A I N VA R I O U S

VISIT Q
QCNA.C A FOR MORE
INFORMA
AT
T
TION AND RESOURCES.



firsst year of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
pa
aper produced
d
daily online public health
dig
gests, which were then shared around
thee community. The extra work stretched
thee paper’s staff
ff of ffo
our to the limit but reinforrced its public service role.

FACTS

                       

Publisher Penny MacWhirter explains that
the Specc plays a vital role in the lives of English-speaking seniors
seniors, many of whom are
unilingual and lack internet access. In the

      

STORIES MAKING NATIONAL HEADLINES
Community newspapers are staffe
ffed by dedicated journalists who leverage the trust
ave gained from years of community
they hav
involvement to cover stories that make national headlines.



Last fall, a Chelsea teacher called Greenway
ay at the Low Down newsroom to say
ay her
colleague
colleague, Fatemeh Anvari
Anvari, had been
been reassigned after wearing a hijab in class during

the height of the pro
ovincewide debate about
Bill 21. Greenway met
m Anvari, who was initially reluctant to bee interviewed, and spoke
to her about the storry’s potential impact.
“She was worried the story would put a
k, but she got so much
target on her back
support,” Greenway recalls. A Léger poll
pport ffo
or the secularism
suggested that sup
law
aw dropped from
f
6 per cent to 55 per cent
64
after the Low Down
n published Anvari’s story; Prime Minister Ju
ustin T
Trudeau expressed
his support
u
for Anv
vari, and the story was
picked up
u by The Washingto
ton Postt and The
Globe and Ma
Mail.

Community
ty n
news
wspapers
rs
       
journalis
ists
ts w
who levera
rage
the ttrrustt tth
th
heyy have
ve gained
from ye
fr
years
rs off community
ty
invo
volvementt to cover
sto
tori
ries tth
hat m
make
nati
tional headlines.
“All political storiess start at the local level,
and (Anvari’s) story
y is a great example of
that,” comments Lo
ow Down publisher Nikki
Mantell. Like Ryan, Mantell has devoted her
entire profe
fessional life
fe to community journalism.
Greenway
ay launched
a
d his journalism career
at the Low Down beefo
fore working fo
for a daily
paper
a
in Ottawa. In
n 2021, he returned to the
paper
a
as its editor.
big stories in Ottawa, but
“I did break some b
I don’t feel that theey had the same impact
on the readership.” Community journalists, however, can explore maj
ajor stories that
have an impact on p
people directly at home,
Greenway
ay says.
says
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Letters to the editor
Where is our ‘recycled’
glass going?
Most of us Westmount citizens dutifully
place our glass bottles and jars in our blue
bins on a weekly basis with the assumption
that they are being recycled. It is then
picked up by the city of Westmount’s
chosen contractor, Ricova. According to La
Presse (March 21), a report by Montreal’s
Bureau de l’inspecteur général (BIG) has
found that this company is sending glass
to landfill.
Unfortunately, this situation is not
unique to our area. Glass recycling is inherently problematic with our adopted
strategy of single-stream recycling, where
all recyclables are dumped together in the
same bins, and then sent to sorting centres
that are ill-equipped to properly isolate the
glass that has been contaminated with
other materials.
As a result, this devalued glass has no
economic value and is sent to landfill – at
a cost of about $30 per ton. Other materials
such as paper, plastic and metals are more
easily sorted and have a current market
value that ranges from $200 to $1,500 a
ton, according to the latest figures published by Recyc-Quebec, the government
agency that oversees recycling throughout
our province.
There are solutions to this wasteful
treatment of our glass. A consignment system for wine bottles is supposed to be in

place in 2023 – after having already been
postponed from 2022. In the meantime,
some communities, notably the borough
of Ahuntsic-Cartierville, have taken the initiative to establish glass collection centres
where citizens can deposit their empty
bottles and jars – knowing that it will be
sent to a separate treatment centre and
eventually melted to produce new glass
containers.
I have raised the question and proposed
such a system to our city council in several
emails over the past weeks and have not
yet received a response. Our city claims
that sustainable development is “essential
to keeping Westmount vibrant” and has
launched a sustainability initiative. Stated
values, proudly boasted on the city’s web
page (under “Community life,” then “Environment & Sustainability,” then “Sustainable Westmount vision statement”), include the following: “Reduce, reuse and
recycle resources,” “Work towards zero
waste, zero emissions and net-zero energy
consumption,” and “Endorse cyclical renewability of resource use and consumption.” Establishing a glass depot system
will certainly help in achieving these objectives.
Westmount should join other proactive
communities and demonstrate our environmental leadership when it comes to recycling. We can easily improve our local
treatment of waste by contracting reputable companies that offer turn-key sol-
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utions to provide glass depot bins and collection services. Westmount’s community
spirit and environmental awareness would
contribute in making such an endeavour
a success – if our municipal leaders and
city managers are on board to promote
such a process.
It is time that our city demonstrate
leadership in this area.
Richard Dufour, Anwoth Rd.

Remember recycling history
About 1975, a neighbour in Westmount
started bundling her newspapers and taking them to a place that bought it. Not
likely much, but it kept it out of landfill.
Soon, my mother started tying ours, and
sending it with the neighbour. We were
getting The Gazette, The Star and The
Examiner, lots of newsprint each week.
About 1979, Tooker Gomberg organized
door-to-door pickup of newsprint in Outremont. He also organized a storefront for
re-useable items. I’m not sure how that
worked, but the one time I was there,
Tooker found some thick paper to print
posters on. I have no idea if the collection
kept going.
About a year later, a different group organized newsprint collection in Westmount. Bundle it and leave it out on the
day, and they’d take it away. In 1981, someone involved was complaining about newsprint theft, I said, “Isn’t the point to keep
it out of landfill?” He said they were counting on the income from the newsprint to
pay for the rented truck and labour.
That never ended in Westmount. Or
rather, at some point it morphed into a collection by the city of Westmount.* Eventually, Westmount added glass bottles and
cans. You were supposed to rinse them,
and flatten the cans. Glossy paper, and
later plastic, were eventually added, but
later. I remember letters to The Examiner
complaining that it was all being mixed in
the truck, but you were still supposed to
“keep it separate” and I can’t remember
when I stopped tying up the newsprint.
Over 40 years of newsprint staying out
of landfill. Montreal was later. As I recall,
the start was those big green bells in each
neighbourhood. That was the late ’80s. You
were supposed to drop it off there, and a
bell for each category.
Once Montreal started door-to-door recycling, I think Westmount went with their
system.** But exact dates are hazy. That’s
when the care seemed to disappear.
Recycling was a citizen initiative. I’d say
fallout from Earth Day in 1970. For a long
time it was limited, but the citizens putting
their items in recycling did it with care because they saw value in it.

Now it’s seen as “greenwashing” by
people who didn’t experience this history.
And in trying to get everyone involved, it
was decided to make it easy. Which means
it’s all dumped together, to be sorted at a
factory. And people being careless about
what they put in the bin. So it’s contaminated and even if there is use for the material, the contamination causes problems.
If it’s just going to landfill, why not go
back to when a smaller number were putting out recycling? If it’s a failure, then
what’s the solution? How much carelessness comes from the perception “that it’s
just going to landfill”?
This history goes back almost 50 years.
That’s a long time. The world has changed.
Michael Black, Anwoth Rd.
Editor’s memories: *I remember the first
blue boxes being distributed by the city of
Westmount. They came “dis-assembled”
and you could insert plastic dividers into
the box to create compartments. The first
collection was October 14, 1990.
**This change to “single stream” happened in the Independent’s lifespan. See
February 10, 2009, p. 1: “Contract changes
recycling rules, market threatens contract
– No more sorting.” – DP.

Far sightedness
on artificial turf
Because Westmount has all-grass fields
for recreation, this municipality is clearly
ahead of the curve in this age of climate
crisis. It is increasingly evident that natural
grass, as opposed to synthetic surfaces, has
major environmental advantages.
First, the photosynthesis of grass blades
produces much cooler temperatures over
the playing surface. There is no heat-island
effect and that very tangible absence of
warming is significant locally and even globally.
Second, a longitudinal study of all artificial surfaces and their real health effects
has not truly been done because of cost and
the need to study several generations of exposed players over years. Even so, Amy
Griffin, associate head coach for women’s
soccer at the University of Washington, reported some time ago that she noticed
alarmingly high rates of cancer among
goalies – who had obviously rubbed their
skin against synthetic turf around their
goal areas.
The precautionary principle applies
more than ever. And the city of Westmount, with its determination to include
climate change in all decisions, is far ahead
of the curve through its historical decision
not to install synthetic turf.
A far-seeing choice as it turns out.
Patrick Barnard, Melville Ave.
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‘Small revisions’ possible to controversial project: Cllr. Peart

Lexington Ave. contract awarded by council for some $6M

Looking northwest from
Devon at the dead-end
of Lexington on May 9.
Photo: Independent.

By Laureen Sweeney
The city’s most expensive road reconstruction project this year – and possibly
ever – moved ahead May 2 with council’s
unanimous approval of a contract nudging
$6 million to complete this year’s portion
of a controversial three-year project to redo Lexington Ave.
“We are open to reconsidering a few
small revisions that won’t impact the
contract,” stated Councillor Conrad Peart
in a lengthy discourse at the council meeting. “It’s premature to say what they are,
but the project will be given back to the administration [i.e. the city’s senior unelected
employees] to see what they can do.” Any

revisions, however, would not affect the design, cost or compromise safety, he added.
And now that it’s “a done deal,” resident
Judith Lechter told the Independent the next
day, she plans to make some proposals for
possible changes (see separate story
below).
The contract went to Cojalac Inc. for
$5.77 million and a maximum of $6.6 million including taxes ($6.1 million net of tax
credits). It was described as the lowest conforming bidder of three, the highest being
$7.6 million including taxes.
Big project, big cost
“It’s a big project that will cost a lot of
money,” Peart explained. The cost, how-

Lexington Ave. work to start May 18-23, last 25 weeks

‘Now that it’s a done deal, I’m looking to create
peaceful co-operation’: resident Lechter
By Laureen Sweeney
The day after the contract was awarded
May 2 for reconstruction of Lexington, residents received a notice from the city stating
the work would start between May 18 and
23 and last 25 weeks, said Judith Lechter,
one of the concerned residents. “The notice came very quickly after the vote.”
“That’s almost six months of work. It’s
a long time and very distressing. But now
that it’s a done deal, I’m looking to create
peaceful co-operation between residents
and the council.” She said she was pleased
to receive the information and will be proposing a way for the work to be carried out

in sections.
Acknowledging that little can be done
about the work “underground” as part of
the project, she said, she hoped some
changes might still be made concerning
some other features.
During the work, the notice said, residents would be provided pedestrian access
to their homes at all times, she explained.
They would receive permits to park on
other streets when needed, she added.
She and her husband, John, had sent a
long letter to the city on April 29 that
chronicled their concerns along with a
copy to the Independent, as well as a letter
published in the Independent April 12, p. 6.

ever, is “in the range” of estimates in the
2022 capital works budget of $5.2 million
and it came in at $5.7 million “so that is an
increase of less than 10 percent.”
The work includes the reconstruction
of the roadway, sidewalks, street lighting
network and the Hydro Westmount electrical distribution network on all of Lexington as well as Devon (Lexington to Summit
Crescent) and the public portion of water
services on Lexington from Edgehill to
Sunnyside.
Three councillors – Antonio D’Amico,
Elisabeth Roux and Matt Aronson – had
voted against approval of the project March
21 based on the public consultation process
(see story March 29, p. 1).
All, however, turned their attention this
time to ensuring the contract went to the
lowest confirming bidder, Aronson pointed out.
D’Amico, who represents the District 1,
said this file had been “a very tough one for

me.” The residents, he noted wanted the
status quo “or something that resembles it,
which clearly is no longer an option.” As finance commissioner, he added, that while
the cost was “slightly above,” the estimate
it is “not so extravagant.”

Westmount Park United Church

FAITH IN NATURE
PROGRAMME

EARTH WALK
on a
CHARTRES LABYRINTH

10-20 mins walking meditation
between 1.30-3.30pm every Sunday

WILD CHURCH
A walk to Summit Woods
to share in a love of nature

Every first Sunday of the Month
(3 April)
9am from church door
All Free events – just turn up at church

4695 blvd de Maisonneuve West
www.westmountparkuc.org
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Demonstration
Against Bill 96
Manifestation contre

le projet de loi 96

Saturday May 14, 2022 / Samedi 14 mai 2022

Start/Début: Dawson College 10 a.m.
(Marchers congregate at the southeast gate on Atwater /
Les manifestants se rassemblent à la porte sud-est sur Atwater)

Rally: around Noon / vers midi
(Oce of Premier François Legault, corner McGill College & Sherbrooke /
bureau du premier ministre François Legault, coin McGill College et Sherbrooke)
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Target raised, then exceeded again

Ascension parish capital campaign expected to exceed $1.3M
By Martin C. Barry
Three years after launching a $1-million
capital campaign to raise funds for repairs,
preservation and polish at Ascension of
Our Lord Parish, church officials are expected to announce that the results exceeded their greatest expectations.
The Sherbrooke St. church launched its
capital campaign in late May 2019 in order
to repair a leaking bell tower, replace the
linoleum flooring below the church pews
and begin the restoration of the original
Casavant Opus 1344 organ dating from
1928.
“Thanks to the generosity of parishioners and friends, the campaign was very
successful, exceeded its goal, and thus almost all of the projects requiring repair, replacement or restoration were completed,”
said Don Taddeo, who chaired the campaign coordinating committee.
In order to celebrate the successful conclusion of the campaign, the parish is organizing an official campaign closing ceremony, which will take place on Sunday,
May 22, beginning at 10 am.
The proceedings will begin with a miniconcert/recital presented by the Ascension
of Our Lord choir and organist Joel Peters.
This will be followed by Sunday mass,
during which campaign co-chairs John
Peacock and Barbara Cefis will address the
congregation following the reading of the
Gospel.
“Instead of giving a homily, our pastor,
Father Lawrence MacEachen, has agreed
that our campaign co-chairs will say a few
words,” said Taddeo.
Showcasing the organ
Before issuing the final dismissal, MacEachen will invite the congregation to be
seated as he introduces organist Joel
Peters, who will explain the piece he will
play, which was especially chosen to highlight the clarity, conciseness and flexibility
of the newly-restored organ.
Following the performance of the piece,
all will be invited to the back of the church

Police report, cont’d from p. 3
corner of Wood Ave. and St. Catherine St.
Pimentel said a photo attached to the
text served as proof that the car had been
delivered, while also indicating where it
was parked. The key was left in a secure
place inside the locked vehicle, since the
owner had a second key.
However, the owner, a gentleman said
to be at least 80 years old, only went to pick
up the vehicle four days after delivery, by
which time it had vanished.

Seen here on May 6, Ascension of Our Lord Church at the corner of Sherbrooke St. and Clarke Ave. has undergone a range of repairs, replacements
and restorations thanks to a successful capital campaign, the final results of which will be announced on Sunday May 22.

to look at a donor recognition book and to
enjoy a reception organized to mark the
closing of the campaign.
Although Taddeo didn’t want to reveal
the final amount that the campaign managed to raise, the campaign coordinating
committee told parishioners as early as October 2019 that a donor who wished to remain anonymous had given an amount
that placed the $1-million initial target
within easy reach.
At that point, it was decided to stretch
the campaign goal to $1.3 million, and by
September 2020 it was announced that this
new target had also been reached. The
final tally to be announced on May 22 is
expected to exceed this.
As for the organ restoration project, it
is being carried out with campaign donations from parishioners, as well as a major
grant of $176,000 received from the Conseil
du Patrimoine Religieux du Québec in
June 2021.
Isabelle Demers, currently the Joyce
Bowden Chair in Organ at Baylor University in Texas, who will soon become associate professor of organ at McGill University’s Schulich School of Music, will be performing the inaugural concert of the

restored organ on Sunday, May 29 at 3 pm.
The concert is scheduled to last one hour.

There is no admission charge, although
freewill offerings will be welcome.

Montrose degoration, cont’d from p. 1
one of the criteria, if not granted a minor
derogation.
This conformed to an opinion from the
city’s Planning Advisory Committee (PAC)
in an unfavourable recommendation to the
council March 22.
“Several extensive scenarios in conformity with the regulations are possible,”
stated the PAC opinion. “These included
a shallower and wider addition with the
same surface area as the proposed extension.”
Peart announced his decision to vote
against the minor exemption in remarks
at the start of the council meeting, while
saying that the situation brought to light
by the Montrose proposal was probably not
“unique” and that the city’s By-law 1303
may need “some reconsideration” in this
respect.
In terms of what he considered the correct use of the derogation by-law, he provided an example of a desire to re-build
damaged front steps that had been built

under previous regulations but now
required a small deviation over current
requirements when no other solution
exists.
Serious harm?
During the meeting, Aronson questioned the project’s architect on what serious harm would be faced by the applicant
if the minor exemption were not received.
He later told the Independent he would like
to have voted to grant the request but was
not persuaded that sufficient harm would
be caused to the home owner without the
derogation.
He said he viewed an example of “serious harm” as being a case where the city’s
by-law “gets into the way of access to the
home of a mobility challenged person.”
While “opinions” of the PAC – an advisory committee – were referred to only as
such in the council resolution, no mention
was made that they included an “unfavourable” recommendation to the council.
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Shoppers, merchants should speak up: Cllr. Aronson

Make Greene ‘a true pedestrian
street,’ Lambert asks
By Laureen Sweeney
Has the city considered completely closing Greene to traffic and adding the
necessary features to create a true pedestrian street?
The question was put to city council at
its meeting May 2 by Dan Lambert, president of the Association of Pedestrians and
Cyclists of Westmount.
He stated that closing Greene to traffic
would not only benefit the local businesses
but also help reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The closure of some 20 commercial
arteries and local streets over the summer
in the city of Montreal plus added features
had “demonstrated that people are more attracted to animated commercial streets

without car traffic and parking,” he said.
The city has introduced some measures
towards pedestrian safety but has not
closed streets completely except for a sidewalk sale, Mayor Christina Smith replied.
Councillor Matt Aronson, whose commissionership includes economic development and sustainability, pointed out that
closing Greene would be “a major adjustment” for some shoppers and merchants.
He encouraged anyone to speak up in this
regard. He pointed out that this year the
city is narrowing de Maisonneuve in front
of Dawson College and adding street furniture along with similar efforts on Greene
and the west commercial district along
Sherbrooke between Victoria and Claremont.

Public Security takes man to hospital after fall at the WAG
When public safety officers received a
call for medical assistance at the Westmount Athletic Grounds (WAG) May 1
around 3:30 pm, they found a man seated
at a picnic table assisted by four people,
Public Security officials said.
The local resident, aged 78, reported he

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!
CALL THE
“CARPET WHISPERER”

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS
Hand wash & repairs
of new and
antique rugs
Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

had fallen in the washroom when his legs
“gave out.” He was unable to explain the
reason but remained very lucid.
Meanwhile, his wife had gone home to
get some medication for him and an officer
took them to the Glen super-hospital so the
man could be checked out.

PSU: Stay on trails,
keep dogs leashed
in Summit Woods
With the bird nesting season under way
at Summit Woods when dogs are required
to be on leash, extra Public Security patrols
have been added to check dogs and their
licences, department officials said last
week.
Walkers, with and without dogs, are reminded to remain on the trails so as not to
disturb the birds or trample on the spring
wildflowers that are protected in the bird
and flora sanctuary. No tickets were reported to have been issued.

zourikcleaning@gmail.com

Summit lookout, cont’d from p. 1
2021, p. 12).
Its analysis, stated a notice on the city’s
website July 21, 2021, indicated that “some

Coiffure Jean John
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount

514-486-6261

RONDA BLY
ESTATE SALES

CERTIFIED APPRAISER

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS
WITH OUTSTANDING
SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP
FOR 35+ YEARS!

514-825-5500

The closure of the accesses to summit lookout via Summit Circle, top, and Sunnyside Ave. effectively
shutters Sunnyside Park too, as seen May 9.
Photos: Independent.

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

Homme
Men

Femme Enfants
Women Children

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

aspects of the lookout had reached a critical
point of deterioration and require a replacement or restoration program. These
elements are the foundation walls, the
structural slab, and the interior structural
elements.”
How much of that work is included
in the current contract for reinforcement
was not available from the city at press
time.
Last fall when a previous call for tenders
was launched, no bids were received “for
reasons of a lack of labour and materials,”
stated a follow-up city posting November
20.
“It’s been a very sad, forbidding spot
and we will all be delighted if the work proceeds and it gets open again,” said Harry
Bloomfield, of Surrey Gardens, after the
contract was awarded.
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RESERVe now
2 0 8 R E N TAL C O N D O S

438-701-2956
e l e va m o n t r e a l . c o m
2307 René-Lévesque Boulevard West

Opening Fall 2022
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Mysterious green light over Westmount Park

This light was photographed May 4 at Lansdowne and Sherbrooke, looking
east into Westmount Park. See p. 1 for more.
Photo courtesy of Manish Dhore.

The ﬁnest retirement lifestyle
is available at...

Westmount’s good
living comes with age.
CASTANS, FRANCE
Nestled in the mountains of a small
village in the south of France is this
lovely bungalow with an indoor pool.
This treasure is about 800 kilometers
from Paris, a suburb of Bordeaux.
$500,000
MLS 27381149

Bunny Berke
R E A L

E S T A T E

Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate
comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs
24 hours every single day.

B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES.

4430 St. Catherine West
514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP
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BAIE-D’URFÉ | MLS 28593079

E XCE PT
PTII O N A L HOMES

»

INTRODUCING
$14,888,888

$11,750,000

Majestic Waterfront
Sainte-Marthe-sur-le-Lac

$5,900,000

$5,450,000

$4,997,000

Exquisite mansion, Westmount

Backing Braeside golf, Senneville
BED: 6 BATH: 7 MLS 19790410 POWER SISTERS
Louise Jackson* Susanne Stelmashuk Chernin*
514.944.6066
Diane Stelmashuk *

Award-winning waterfront estate
Ahuntsic-Cartierville

Lakefront estate, Racine

BED: 9 BATH: 5+2 MLS 16556011

BED: 5 BATH: 4+1 MLS 19510991

Marie-Piers Barsalou** 450.577.0272
514.926.5626
Johanne Meunier *

BED 4 BATH 4+1 MLS 17673828

Cyrille Girard*

514.582.2810

Kaufman Group†

514.379.1333

«

E XC E PTI ON A L H OM ES

Gabriel Pliva*

514.923.5383

BED: 3 BATH: 4+2 MLS 24784856

»

$4,750,000

$4,295,000

$3,495,000

$2,995,000

$2,525,000

Magniﬁcient residence
Sainte-Catherine-de-Hatley

Outstanding proprety, Boucherville

Amazing waterfront estate,
L’Île-Cadieux

Completely renovated, Mont-Royal

Mountain Haven, Ville-Marie

BED: 5 BATH: 3 MLS 28619308

BED: 4 BATH: 2+2 MLS 23962403

BED: 5 BATH:2+2 MLS 20228247

Anne Marineau
Zoë Vennes**

Vincent Chaput *

Cassian Bopp

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)* 438.882.8088

BED: 9 BATH: 5+2 MLS 19930308

BED: 3 BATH: 2+1 MLS 23650260

514.400.0280

Monique Assouline*

«

514.219.5897

E XC E PTI ON A L H OM ES

514.264.3555

514.952.9115

»

INTRODUCING
$2,495,000

$2,398,000

$2,250,000

$2,198,000

$1,500,000

Majestic waterfront
Notre-Dame-de-l’Île-Perrot

Magniﬁcent family home
Westmount

3200 sq.ft. custom residence
L’île-Bizard / Sainte-Geneviève

Elegant Residence, Westmount

Amazing cottage, Brossard

BED: 4 BATH: 4 MLS 15680580

BED:5 BATH: 3+1 MLS 27906473

BED: 4 BATH: 3+1 MLS 14606431

BED: 5 BATH: 3+1 MLS 20689592

BED: 5 BATH: 3+1 MLS 23700007

Cassandra Aurora**

Maxime Lafrenière 

Naami Group*

Anne Ben-Ami (Madar)* 514.726.3037

Jiesi Zhou

514.293.2277

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

WESTMOUNT

514.651.8325

WEST ISLAND

LAVAL

514.743.5000

MONT-TREMBLANT

LAC-BROME

Real Estate Agency. Independently owned and operated. *Listed price.

QUEBEC CITY

TORONTO

514.262.7709

VANCOUVER
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Celebrating 15 years
of excellence in
Quebec
S OT H E BYS R E A LT Y . CA
MORIN-HEIGHTS | MLS 15440789

«

E XCE PT IO N AL H O M ES

PRESTIGIOUS UNITS

»

INTRODUCING
$990,000

$998,000

$1,326,000

$2,995,000

$4,093,000 + txs

Outstanding estate, Brossard

Splendid family home

Charming + Location, Beaconsﬁeld

Immaculate penthouse, Ville-Marie

Unique condo, Ville-Marie

BED: 6 BATH: 3+1 MLS 25492919

Rivière-des-Prairies / Pointe-aux-Trembles
BED: 3 BATH: 2 MLS 13274700

BED: 4 BATH: 1+1 MLS 23719591

BED: 3 BATH: 3 MLS 24391034

BED: 2 BATH: 3 MLS 11250029

Shuman Wang 

Pina Pizzi*

Barbara Baudinet**

Stefano Bizzotto

Saguy Elbaz*

514.660.6623

514.781.4826

«

514.825.9890

PRESTIGIOUS UNITS

514.962.3539

514.892.7653

»

INTRODUCING

NEW PRICE

$1,850,000

$1,750,000

$1,195,000

Ideally located duplex,
Côte-des-Neiges / Notre-Dame-de-Grâce

Beautiful residence, Saint-Laurent,

Prestigious address, Ville-Marie

Le Chateau condo, Ville-Marie

Spacious condo, Ville-Marie

BED: 4 BATH: 2+1 MLS 26005743

BED: 3 BATH: 2 MLS 11463179

BED: 3 BATH: 2+1 MLS 9350357

BED: 2 BATH: 1+1 MLS 12611757

BED: 2 BATH:2 MLS 10687365

Torrance Ragueneau* 514.594.5803
514.836.2771
Amaya Aguirre

Patricia Lallier**

Laurie Tenebaum*

Louise Latreille*

Saul Ciecha*

514.941.6248

«

$875,000

$899,000

$1,149,000

514.239.1898

PRESTIGIOUS UNITS

$1,070,000

514.248.7272

514.577.2009

»

$749,000

$6,500/mo

$649,000

Superb renovated condo, Ville-Marie

Boisé Notre-Dame, Chomedey

Beautiful condo, Ville-Marie

Luxury hotel living, Ville-Marie

Saint-Regis | Loft, Ville-Marie

BED: 2 BATH: 1 MLS 10405275

BED: 3 BATH: 2 MLS 20171337

BED: 1 BATH: 1+1 MLS 16919743

BED: 1 BATH: 1 MLS 21328782

BED: 1 BATH: 1 MLS 12978888

Rachelle Demers*

Pierre Brunet **
Nanyunzi Zheng *

Linli Yan

Géraldine Libraty *

Monica Genest*
Victoria Marinacci*

514.400.0280

514.378.8630

«

514.248.8032
514.886.8377
PRESTIGIOUS UNITS

BUS IN ESS O PPO RT U N I T I ES

SOLD
$4,500/mo

$3,600 / mo

Golden Square Mile, Ville-Marie

Le Solano, Ville-Marie

BED: 2 BATH: 2 MLS 25726452

BED: 2 BATH: 2 MLS 14902206

Phyllis A. Tellier **

Équipe Savaria
Christiane Savaria**

WHISTLER

514.924.4062

VICTORIA OAKVILLE


514.830.6415

NEW YORK CITY

Residential Real Estate Broker | *Real Estate Broker |

**

514.287.7434

514.962.5563

»

INTRODUCING
$3,749,000

$2,580,000

Westmount Beauty, Westmount

Downtown building, Ville-Marie

Excellent Investment, Hampstead

BED: 6 BATH: 3+2 PARKING: 2

BED: 4 BATH: 3+2 MLS 20254526

BED: 4 BATH: 3 MLS 11992864

Karen Karpman*

Patrick Vaillant**

Brigitte Cohen 

MIAMI

514.497.8218

LOS ANGELES

MAUI

PARIS

Certiﬁed Real Estate Broker | †Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK | Agency |

††

514.774.6917

CANNES

LONDON

BARCELONA

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec HR | Agency

514.963.5324

MADRID

16 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – May 10, 2022

LÉRY | MLS 24421921

514.287.7434
quebec@sothebysrealty.ca
Follow us on
S O T H E B YS R E A L T Y . C A
«

BUSINESS OPPO RT UN IT IES

COUN T RY PRO PRE T IES/ LAN D

»

INTRODUCING
$3,500/mo

Business opportunity, Montréal-Nord

Strategic commercial opportunity
Golden Square Mile | Ville-Marie

BED: 3 BATH: 2 MLS 23393380

Jennifer Vienneau*
Stéphane Larrivée*

514.265.3669
514.809.8466

$11,998,000

$3,999,000

100% private lake, Mont-Tremblant

Waterfront Estate, Saint-Donat

31 Mile Lake, Graceﬁeld

LOT: 663 acres MLS 28740480

BED: 5 BATH: 3+1 MLS 23261478

BED: 5 BATH: 4+2 MLS 10977723

Herbert Ratsch††

Jill Shpritser **

Marsha Hanna*
Cody Ratcliffe 

$12,597,000 + txs

$1,389,000

MLS 23772323

Naami Group*

514.743.5000

«

514.884.8269

COUN T RY PRO PRE T IES/ LAN D

514.691.0800

819.425.0619
819.429.1834

»

$3,900,000

$2,500,000

$1,650,000

$1,290,000

334 acre domaine with 3 lakes
Sutton

Lac Masson, Estérel

Waterview estate, Baie-Saint-Paul

Lac Bernard, La Pêche

BED: 4 BATH: 2+1 MLS 25576291

BED: 4 BATH: 3+1 MLS 12526082

LOT: 5,194 SQ.M. MLS 17951864

LOT: 1.83 ACRES MLS 14530773

Maurice Houle*

Marsha Hanna*
Cody Ratcliffe 

Raymond Dalbec**

BED: 5 BATH: 4 MLS 24114984

Marie-Josée Rouleau* 514.660.6682

Melanie Clarke*

450.694.0678

418.580.9120

01

$375,000

Riverfront lot, Mont-Tremblant
819.425.0619
819.429.1834

819.425.4568

LO CA L E X P E R T I S E
With top agents in 30 offices nationwide, we are Canada’s premier real

5 Advantages
of working
with Sotheby’s
International Realty
Québec

estate company, trusted to represent the country’s premier homes.
0 2 I C O N I C B R A N D VA L U E
Elevate your home with marketing that reﬂects Sotheby’s timeless
prestige and quality.
0 3 U N R I VA L L E D G LO B A L M A R K E T I N G
1 billion+ online impressions annually & access to pre-eminent
publications, including: sothebysrealty.com, sothebysrealty.ca, Wall
Street Journal, Financial Times, and Sotheby’s Preferred magazine.
0 4 P R OV E N R EC O R D O F E XC E L L E N C E
Ranked the #1 most trusted brand in residential real estate1, our
reputation reﬂects exemplary expertise and service.
0 5 L U X U RY AT E V E RY P R I C E
Receive the highest caliber of service and marketing, regardless of your home’s
neighbourhood or price. 75%+ of the homes we represent are under $1 million.
¹

Lifestory Research, 2021 America’s Most Trusted® Study

BROMONT | MLS 19055000

ROME

PRAGUE

ST-PETERSBURG

MOSCOW

BUENOS AIRES

MONTEVIDEO

CAPE TOWN

Real Estate Agency. Independently owned and operated.

DUBAI

HONG KONG

SINGAPORE

TOKYO

May 10, 2022 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 17

Signs of spring

Left, “Wordsworth’s ‘host, of golden daffodils’ Westmount style!” writes Independent columnist Veronica Redgrave about these flowers photographed May 5 on
de Maisonneuve; right, eight hockey pucks found in late March by Arthur
Emmanuel in Devon Park. He “wanted to make sure that the hockey players knew
that he will bring them out next season to ensure people can continue playing,”
said father Jean-François. Left photo: Veronica Redgrave; right photo courtesy of JF Emmanuel.
You are in good hands

AESTHETIC MEDICINE CLINIC

We got
you covered!

AESTHETIC MEDICINE
VARICOSE VEIN TREATMENTS
(No medical referral required)

Plan your visit today

514 342.8346

Member of

RBQ# 8261-4496-02

ALL ROOF TYPES
& BRICKWORK
VENTILATION
& METAL WORK
SKYLIGHT &
THERMAL DOMES
Call for your
Free Estimate

514.932.7772

belgrave@yahoo.ca
belgraveroong.ca

Dr. John P. Rowen
Phlebology
Aesthetic medicine

4484 Sherbrooke W. Westmount
www.xomed.ca | info@xomed.ca
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Demonstration
Against Bill 96
Manifestation contre

le projet de loi 96

Saturday May 14, 2022 / Samedi 14 mai 2022

Start/Début: Dawson College 10 a.m.
(Marchers congregate at the southeast gate on Atwater /
Les manifestants se rassemblent à la porte sud-est sur Atwater)

Rally: around Noon / vers midi
(Oce of Premier François Legault, corner McGill College & Sherbrooke /
bureau du premier ministre François Legault, coin McGill College et Sherbrooke)
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Curious Diesel

9 Lives
Lysanne Fowler

Diesel is very sociable and keen, most
curious and affectionate to all at the Montreal SPCA cattery, where he is waiting for
a new family.
A very handsome gentle-cat, he has an
original black spot centred on his white
chin and a complementary one on the side
of his sculptural pink nose, a novel contrast
to his huge gold-tone eyes.
He styles this distinguished look over his short
white fur with a black mask,
cape and tail – very dapper
indeed. Diesel is a healthy
14-years-young fellow, up to
date with his inoculations,
neutered
and
microchipped.
He received dental care
at the SPCA’s veterinary
clinic so he has a great
smile and bite. They also reviewed his renal status,
which is an issue in many
cats, for which a special
commercial diet is set to
keep him well and a veterinary follow-up should be

added to his regular check-ups.
Diesel is a happy and social companion,
a joy to be with. If you would like more information on him, please do not hesitate
to refer to the Montreal SPCA website at
www.spca.com and scroll to the information page with his identification number
A49849562.
Once there, you can click on the “Fill
out the form” button, which is linked to
the adoption coordination group and a
form for you to complete in order for them
to contact you.
Your neighbour, Lysanne

Westmount
A-dog-tions
Lysanne Fowler
In conversation with Toby:
“Well, I am just a young dachshund and
I got into a spot of trouble…I am convalescing now from my broken leg, getting tons
of love and attention in my foster family
and from everyone who meets me. They
took me in for the volunteer animal rescue
group Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions and I
am socializing very well.
“I am only six months old and it would
be great if you would give me my best life
as a growing pup in your family and
home.”
Toby has said it all. He is keen on the
love and attention around him from people
and dogs. A kind and gentle soul, he is
very friendly and affectionate, kissing and

Ah Toby, how
did you do that?
cuddling.
Toby is very healthy, up to date with his
inoculations and puppy health plan. He is
neutered and microchipped.
He is a bit of a barker still, so it would
be best for his new family not to live in an
apartment or condo, and to be with
children who are a little bit older as well,
since he still needs to be doted over for his
little leg.
If you would like more information on
Toby, please enquire at the Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions website at info@gerdysrescue.org to find out more about him.If
interested, please contact them at their
email info@gerdysrescue.org and they will
forward a questionnaire as a first step for
the adoption process.
Your neighbour,
Lysanne

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Weeding & Yard Work
Garden cleaning, Weeding, Adding Mulch, Yard Cleanup, Raking
Leaves. Text / Message Vince at 514-294-5562.

Cleaning / Housekeeping
Westmount/NDG area: Reliable & thorough, I am available for
cleaning and/or housekeeping at your home or oﬃce. References
available, please call Karen 438.229.1173.

Piano Tuning
Westmount Piano Tuning, $88. Call 514-206-0449.

Interior Painter
Excellent interior Painter: meticulous, eﬃcient, reliable, reasonable rates. References provided. Call 514-944-2763.

Dog Walker Available

Responsible and loving, Westmount area. One-on-one solo walks
allow me to focus on your pet. Website: edebuss.wixsite.com/mysite, or Elise 438-837-0083 or edebuss@gmail.com.

University, math student, with a passion for philosophy and
dogs, is available to walk your dog. Westmount, NDG, downtown. 15$ per walk. Daily and weekly plans available. Please
call or text Tim at 438-525-1291 or email timothy.rylander@
protonmail.com.

Tabagie Westmount Square

Classified in the

International news agent

INDEPENDENT

Dog Walker Available

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior
design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products
• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

All your favourite pet food & treats
and we now offer grooming services too!

Why list your goods (or services) on
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally?
Buy a classified in the

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
at

www.westendclassifieds.com
Buy locally to sell locally

4071 St. Catherine St. W. (at Wood) 514 944-9044
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Local dentists conﬁrm lack

Dental hygienists’ industry group: Province needs 1,000,
but only graduates 230 annually
By Jennifer Ball
The federal Liberal and NDP agreement
to offer coverage for lower income Canadians will start this year for children under
12, but Jean-François Lortie – president of
the Québec order of dental hygienists – is
unclear on how the program will work or
even where the professionals to provide the
care will come from.
“Are they [the federal government]
going to do a transfer to the province and
the province is going to manage their own
program?” Lortie queried. “We have a
[provincial] program already with the Régie
de l’assurance maladie du Québec – it is
not perfect – but it covers 10-year-olds and
younger without any preventative treatment.”
Hygienists can now practise
‘own activities’
Quebec’s Bill 15, passed into law on September 24, 2020, provides for dental hygienists to leave the dental office setting
and have their own clinics in Quebec. “For
us, it means a lot because since the beginning of the profession in 1975, dental
hygienists were allowed to do certain activities but under the supervision of dentists and under their rules,” Lortie said.
“We had examples of the growing competency of the dental hygienists in the
field. That is why since the ’90s we were
asking to have our own activities under our
own.”
In either setting – their own clinics or
dental offices – hygienists assess the oral
condition, de-scale, polish teeth and apply
fluoride treatment, etc. Unfortunately,
there are currently not enough of them in
the province, according to Lortie. “They
cannot even take the patients that they

WOOD FINISHING

DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
•Specializing in
stripping & staining

ENTRANCE DOORS

– also –
•Touch-Ups & Repairs
•Kitchen Cabinets
•Fine Furniture
HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodﬁnishingmontreal.com

Jean-François Lortie, president of the Québec order of dental hygienists,
located at 606 Cathcart St. downtown, on April 13.

want to for their current practice. In the
last year, we have taken a lot of action to
sensitize the minister of higher education,
Madame Danielle McCann, because right
now there are not enough students in the
dental hygiene program either.
“We need 1,000 dental hygienists working in the province and, right now, we have
230 that graduate every year, so it is impossible to catch up if we don’t open more
programs or if the current programs don’t
open up to have two cohorts, instead of

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales
We Provide
Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

one.”
On the English side, there is only John
Abbott College, where “32 will be graduating, if they complete their clinical training,”
Lortie advised.
For their Westmount Square practices
that include in-house dental hygienists,
doctors Douglas Hamilton and Jeffrey
Indig are acutely aware of the dearth.
“I know dentists who used to have four
or five hygienists and now they have none,”
Dr. Hamilton said. “What [the federal gov-

ernment is] talking about could create a
great deal of upset, stress, and put in a program that has absolutely zero impact. We
do not have enough hygienists, so you are
going to add 30 percent patient load?
Where are they going to go?”
If hygienists are scarce, can dentists
pick up the slack? No, according to Dr.
Indig. “If I have to spend an entire day
cleaning, it is a loss. You cannot break
even.”
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Teenagers hearing from cadets ‘more meaningful than a much older general’

Gregory has a mission to promote ‘Peace, Security & Prosperity’
event, available online to anyone around
the world, as well as on site in Sicily. This
year’s forum was held on April 7 and 8.
Forum participants who were on site in
Sicily participated in a “Walk for Remembrance and Peace,” where the sacrifices of
the civilian population and the fallen from
all sides were honoured.
In all, 75 high schools from around the
world participated in the student essay contest. A Canadian student, Hanna Ton That
of Montreal, who attends Collège Ste. Marcelline, won third prize in the contest. Additional information about the International Forum for Peace, Security & Prosperity is available on their website:
www.psp-forum.org.

By Martin C. Barry
As far as Steve Gregory is concerned,
few if any high-school teachers in Canada
today want to talk about military history.
“Canadians don’t see themselves as a
military power – we see ourselves as peacekeepers,” says the founder of an educational outreach program known as the International Forum for Peace, Security &
Prosperity.
The program’s core beliefs can be
summed up thus: Without justice, there
can be no peace, and without security there
can be no justice.
“Only when justice and security enable
freedom can sustainable peace support the
development of a society and its ultimate
prosperity,” said Gregory, who is honorary
colonel of the 2nd Field Regiment Royal
Canadian Artillery, which is headquartered
at the Côte des Neiges Armoury northeast
of Westmount.
The forum’s mission is to bring students, policy-makers, researchers and the
wider public together with representatives
of justice, public order and national armed
forces through conferences, online events
and publications to explore how the basis
for a flourishing peace and prosperity can
be established.
“It strikes me that if our young teenagers saw people that were just a few years
older than them fighting for peace, it
would be more meaningful than a much
older general,” he said in an interview with
the Independent, explaining why the forum
seeks to bring together civilian students
with their military academy counterparts.
“They would be able to see for real that
these young military leaders are studying
peace,” added Gregory.
Since 2006, he has been reaching out to
schools in Sicily to tell the story of Operation Husky, in which Canadian soldiers
played a role in liberating Sicily from the

We welcome your letters

Long-time Westmount resident Steve Gregory, founder of the International Forum for Peace, Security
& Prosperity, is seen on April 22 at the forum’s St. Ambroise St. offices with mementos handed out
to past forum participants.

Axis powers during World War II.
Aims to engage youth
However, he believes the study of history isn’t necessarily as relevant as the immediate need to engage youth in a conversation about what it really takes to make
and keep peace.
As such, the Forum for Peace Security
& Prosperity strives to engage youth in a
conversation that examines the nature of
a “positive peace,” while exploring principles that support and sustain peace, as
well as the limited role the military can play
in reaching that objective.
The forum is held annually as a free
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Lanken’s Architecture of Victor Bourgeau now at Victoria Hall
by Heather Black
This exhibition celebrates the work of
ecclesiastical architect Victor Bourgeau
(1809-1888). Reproductions of his original
plans are on display. However it is architect
Peter Lanken’s colour photography and
beautiful ink drawings of church interiors
and exteriors that communicate Bourgeau’s extraordinary talent.
Curated by Lanken, exhibition panels
relay Bourgeau’s beginnings. An apprentice joiner and carpenter, Bourgeau moved
to Montreal around 1830 where his work
on St. Patrick’s Basilica’s ornamental in-

“Bourgeau was the
only truly great architect
of his time, not only
in Quebec, but in
North America”
teriors was first noticed in 1847. During the
1850s, he was appointed architect for
Sainte Rose de Lima in Laval, St. Grégoire
le Grand near St. Jean d’Iberville and La
Visitation de l’Île Dupas – all historic sites
today.
Bourgeau’s early plans – meticulously
drawn – convey his unique style. Photographic images of ornate and brightly coloured church cornices or well-known exteriors such as the Grey Nuns’ motherhouse Couvent de Congrégation de Notre
Dame remind viewers of his contribution
to local architecture. However it is Lanken’s
large, black-and-white renditions of elaborate church interiors and exteriors that
bring the exhibition to life.
Among these a sketch of Église de St.
Isidore de Laprairie’s stone exterior.

Véronique Robert at exhibition opening on April 19.

Another depicts the building’s elegant interior with New Testament scenes. St. Vincent de Paul’s ornate church columns are
drawn with fine lines to create shadow.
These reveal Bourgeau’s skillful incorporation of Gothic, Romanesque and Baroque
elements into Quebec architecture.
Lanken, an architect himself – whose
work includes the Saidye Bronfman Centre

and Price Waterhouse Montreal – is wellknown in restoration circles. The president
of Save Montreal (1973-1982) – he began
studying Bourgeau’s work in 1990. Visiting
sites and taking intricate measurements
with surveyors’ instruments, drawing
allowed him to develop a deep appreciation
for Bourgeau’s artistry.
But this exhibition also reveals Lanken’s
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fascination with the man himself who –
from humble beginnings in Lavaltrie – became a leading light. He wrote: “I have
come to believe that Bourgeau was the only
truly great architect of his time, not only
in Quebec, but in North America.” The
Architecture of Victor Bourgeau was opened
by Lanken’s agent, Véronique Robert, on
April 19 and will continue until May 20.

May 10, 2022 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 23

‘Art Space Ecology’: Grande explains art based on, in nature
by Heather Black
Art journalist and curator
John Grande presented the illustrated talk “Art Space Ecology” at Victoria Hall on April
23. A Westmount Earth Week
event, this engaging lecture featured nature-based art installations from around the world.
Works varied from sculptures
as waterfowl nesting sites or
erosion protection to varnished
roots as decorative art.
Some installations were designed to offset global warming
or were representative of lost
habitats.
Underwater human sculptures by Jason deCaires Taylor
encourage algae growth, which
protects coral from bleaching –
a consequence of warming
waters.
Bob Verschueren’s nest-like
park sculptures commemorate
diminishing avian species.
Another – a small tree en-

circled by flat upright stones –
Transformation Plant by New
Zealand artist Chris Booth – reflects growth.
A “slow art” sculpture – as the
tree grows and dislodges the
rocks – it resembles a blossoming
flower. Created for the VanDusen
Botanical Garden 2012 Earth Art
Exhibition in Vancouver – and in
consultation with the Musqueam
community – this work combines
land, ecology and human history.
The curator of Transformation
Plant, Grande spoke of our relationship with land and on the role
of art – and artists – in celebrating
and commemorating nature.
Commenting on the intersection
of art, space and the climate crisis, he said: “Even beauty can be
political!”
Grande is the author of Art
Space Ecology: Two Views – ––
Twenty Interviews published by
Black Rose Books in 2019.

◀ John Grande at Victoria Hall April 23. The Union Jacks were for the queen’s
jubilee tea the next day.
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Tadhana brings cosmopolitan ﬂavour to Vic village

Retail Review

Spanish, southeast Asian and Chinese – to
mention a few. We use annatto – both the
seeds and the oil – as well as lemon grass,

Veronica Redgrave

There was a definite spring in the steps
of local robins (and residents) after the sunrain-sun-rain combo of last week. So May
3 was a perfect time to open a restaurant.
As cities around the world become more
cosmopolitan, so Westmount is an echo.
Proof? A wonderful new place to eat.
Located in the heart of Victoria village,
Tadhana offers Filipino-inspired cuisine.
“Tadhana” means “destiny” in Tagalog/
Filipino, explained co-owner Ryan Oabel
who showed me the interesting menu with
business partner Eric Lazaromagno.
They know of what they speak. They already have two successful restaurants in
Montreal: Sanwitz and Le Petit Tribe.
Seated at the bar (they are licensed) for our
chat, I viewed some brightly coloured drink
umbrellas. Some might see these drink additions as corny, but I think it is great fun
to see them make a comeback!
Under their stylish shade, drinks are
served with edible flowers. “We offer a
modern Filipino twist on traditional
dishes. Through our country’s many colonizations, Filipino food is a mixture of

chili oil, bay leaves and thyme.
“One of my favourite marinades is calamansi, also known as a Filipino lime,

Tadhana’s Ryan Oabel and Eric Lazaromagno.

which we import. The tart combination of
lemon, lime and orange gives a burst of
flavour.”
Tadhana’s charming space is more than
welcoming, seating 36 upstairs and 34
downstairs.
“Downstairs has its own bar and a DJ,”
adds Eric. “We already have a booking for
a private event.”
Filipino wood carvings adorn the walls.
A photo accessorized with real boxing
gloves sparks my curiosity. It is an image
of Emmanuel (“Manny”) Pacquiao, the
Filipino world renowned as a prize-winning professional boxer. He is now a senator who is running for president.
For now, Tadhana is only open for
dinner. Try the tapas (octopus kilawen or
arroz caldo bone marrow), cauliflower
steak pinakbet or kare kare rib eye steak
with peanut-butter sauce.
But first you might like to “sip” a sunset
in the spirit of Palawan, an island paradise
in The Philippines. You’ll love the little
umbrellas.
Tadhana
4 Somerville
438-380-5887
Tuesday to Wednesday, 5 to 10 pm
Thursday to Saturday, 5 to “late”

The ﬁnest retirement lifestyle
is available at...

Westmount’s good
living comes with age.
Why not retire in perfect elegance and ultimate
comfort? Our caring staff will tend to all your needs
24 hours every single day.
Please call us about our NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES.

4430 St. Catherine West
514-935-1212 – www.placekensington.com
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

CASTANS, FRANCE
Nestled in the mountains of a small
village in the south of France is this
lovely bungalow with an indoor pool.
This treasure is about 800 kilometers
from Paris, a suburb of Bordeaux.
$500,000
MLS 27381149

Bunny Berke
R E A L

E S T A T E

B R O K E R

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY
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Social Notes

Artists sell work for Ukrainian refugees

Veronica Redgrave
It was a cloudy, threatening eve April
26, but it did not deter art lovers from attending Artists for Peace, a fundraiser for
Ukrainian Refugee Support held at the
McClure Gallery.
The majority of the artists in the exhibition donated 100 percent of their sales.
Contributing their work were Ann
McCall, Alexandra MacDougall, Kai McCall, Gael Eakin, Charles Colby, Jennifer
Hornyak, Mary Martha Guy, Odile Cloutier,
Sara Peck Colby, Philippe Van Eetvelt, Andras Csaszar, Bonnie Shemie, Cathy
Benny, Cynthia Van Frank, Elisabeth Galante, John Bailey, Kay Aubanel, Lorna Mulligan, Maxine Cutler, Nina Cherney, Sean
Wilson, Susan Joiner, Theresa Passarello
and former Visual Arts Centre director Victoria Leblanc, who graciously volunteered
to hang the show.
Even before the gallery opened five
works were already sold. The event was the
initiative of Andrea Lavergne, vp, Portfolio
Manager, Connor Clark &
Lunn Private Capital, and continued on p. 26
▶ Amber Berson and Victoria Leblanc.
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Social Notes, cont’d from p. 25
co-organized with Odile Cloutier.
Lavergne’s daughter Thérèse Casgrain
was a volunteer, ably assisted by Edward
Rutenberg. Guests were welcomed by the
Visual Arts Centre director Amber Berson,
who explained that the posted QR code
could also be used to donate to the cause.
Noted at the vernissage was Marta Korwin-Szymanowski of the Szymanowski
Foundation, which recently organized the
Concert for Peace, a concert at the Notre
Dame Cathedral to raise funds for Ukrainian refugees in Poland.
“The Korwin-Szymanowski family was
the inspiration for the event,” said Andrea
Lavergne.
Also seen was Victoria Ave. neighbour
Sisi Bortoluzzi, whose rhinestone-studded
mask – perfect for May’s Met Gala! – was
a stylish relief from the ubiquitous medicinal white ones. She attended with Irwin
Levy.
Mingling in the gallery space were Thea
Koper, Peggy McGrath, Margo Kyle. Supporters included Susan and Ken Millman,
Miriam Cooper, Robert and Sandy Presser,
Christine Harkness, Penny Westman and
Marc Germain.
High-Touch Communications volunteered the poster art work and graphics.
Artists helping were John Bailey, who created the website, online for two more
months to continue selling art for the
cause, and Mary Martha Guy, who invited
artists to participate. Artist Philippe Van
Eetvelt volunteered for two days helping to
set up and also staying to wrap up.

Thérèse Casgrain and Edward Rutenberg.

▶ Philippe Van Eetvelt and Marta
Korwin-Szymanowski.
▼ Thea Koper and Peggy McGrath.
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$2,825,000
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Westmount

Westmount

Westmount

Golden Square Mile

466 MOUNTAIN AV.

2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1303

4700 STE-CATHERINE ST. WEST, APT. 613

PORT-ROYAL, APT. 807

$869,000

SOLD

SOLD

$495,000

Ville-Marie

Westmount

Westmount

South-West

441 AV. DU PRÉSIDENT-KENNEDY, APT. 1802

300 LANSDOWNE AV., APT. 14
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CHIC SHACK PROJECT: REVENUE PROPERTY

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6
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