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Graceful yoga 

“Yoga with Grace” in Westmount Park on a sunny morning September 24. From left, Joyce Fellner, 
Brigitte Fortin, Isabelle Niddam, Lydia Mamane and instructor Grace. Participants get together 
every Saturday morning for yoga in the fresh air. Photo: Ralph Thompson. 

‘Taking into account the neighbours’ concerns’ 

Hillside armoury developer 
submits revised set-backs to city 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Revised plans for converting the former 
armoury at 1-3 Hillside into residential 
units were submitted to the city’s Urban 
Planning department the week of Septem-
ber 6, the Independent learned last week. 

“We decided to take into account the 
neighbours’ concerns and increase set-
backs of the west wall adjacent to the con-

dos at 11 Hillside Ave.,” said Maya Gir-
lando, director of development for Group -
immo Élite. “I’m waiting to know if the city 
is for or against the changes.” 

This follows a petition from the condo 
residents claiming the need for more pri-
vacy and would push the wall eastward 
some five feet, she explained. The petition 
was submitted July 14 (see 
August 23, p. 10). “We 

4216 Dorchester resolution gets first reading 

New plan includes changes 
to height, area, front façade 
By Laureen Sweeney 

More than two years after a public pres-
entation of a proposed new residential 
building of 11 units on the vacant site at 
4216 Dorchester, city council September 19 
gave first reading to a resolution approving 
variances to the site’s current Zone R6-35-
01 as a SCAOPI project that does not con-
firm with current regulations. (SCAOPI 
stands for “specific construction, alteration 

or occupancy proposal for an immovable.”) 
This site had been long occupied by a 

three-storey apartment building destroyed 
by a fire and subsequent demolition on the 
south side of Dorchester just west of 
Greene (see story September 15, 2015, p. 
9). It is located between the office building 
formerly occupied by the Quebec Order of 
Nurses and large greystone-fronted dwell-
ings at the corner of Columbia. 

Public consultation expected soon 

The proposed re-development project, 
which received a favourable SCAOPI rec-
ommendation to the council by the PAC at 
its special meeting August 
18, is expected to be pres-
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Don’t Miss It 
City’s household hazardous waste 

collection Westmount Public Library 
Saturday, October 1 – 9 am to 5 pm 
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3870 Av. Northcliffe, apt. 4 – N.D.G. 
$598,000 | MLS 21181755

OPEN HOUSE SUN., OCT. 2; 2-4 PM

Cote des Neiges – 5300 Place Garland #711 
Centris # 27486693 | $320,000

NEW LISTING

Numbers 
Don’t Lie…

Sylv�e 
Lafren�ère 
514 895-7001 
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

RE/MAX ACTION Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave, Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4 
514 933-6781

sylvielafreniere.com/youtube 

Your Search Ends Here!

✫ Over the next 3 months 

✫ Over 95 properties 
will be sold in Westmount 

✫ Will yours be one of them? 

Call me today!

Dog found at Greene and de Maisonneuve 

By Laureen Sweeney 
Public safety officers took a dog found 

running loose September 15 at the corner 
of Greene and de Maisonneuve to a West-
mount veterinarian in efforts to have it 
identified through a microchip, depart-
ment officials said. It wore no tag or collar. 

When no microchip was found, how-
ever, it was taken to the station on Stanton 
St. and a photo posted on social media dur-
ing which time an employee brought in 
extra dog food for the mixed breed. 

At 5 pm, two hours after the dog was 
found, it was recognized. The owner was 
alerted to its whereabouts and was re-
united with “Phoebe.” The owner ex-
plained that her dog was usually confined 
to its fenced-in backyard in Westmount 
and had an aversion to wearing a collar or 
going to a dog run. 

The owner was warned to get a licence 
and have Phoebe microchipped. 

Gas leak shuts down 
power to large area 

A gas leak in front of 38 Church Hill 
September 19 caused electricity to be cut 
in a large area until it could be capped by 
Énergir at 4:30 pm, Public Security officials 
said. Because of its location near several 
schools and daycares, Côte St. Antoine and 
cross streets were closed from about 11:30 

am by fire, police and public safety officers, 
Public Security officials said. 

A private contractor was reported to 
have struck a gas line during excavation 
work. 

Ticket issued to roofer 
for $1,308 

A roofer found occupying a city lane 
September 20 between Greene and Glad-
stone was ticketed $1,308 for blocking the 
public domain without a permit, Public Se-
curity officials said. A patroller witnessed 
the lane completely blocked at 8:30 am, 
checked the city database and discovered 
the lack of permit. The work had been 
started and reportedly could not be 
stopped. 

Car stolen in TMR found 
next day in Westmount – 
engine running 

A car stolen from Geneva Crescent in 
the Town of Royal was recovered Septem-
ber 19 in a no-parking zone near Atwater 
and de Maisonneuve, Public Security offi-
cials said. The silver Lexus was reported to 
have been noticed since the day before 
parked at the same location with engine 
running and lights on. Public Security 
alerted police. The owner was reported to 
have filed a police report. 

Man hits head in fall 
near Stayner Park 

A man who fell and hit his head in a 
laneway by Stayner Park September 14 at 
6:37 pm was cared for by a city Public 
Works employee until the arrival of Public 
Security, department officials said. He was 
administered first aid for head trauma and 
injury to the right knee until taken to the 
Montreal General Hospital by Urgences 
Santé. He was identified only as a West-
mount resident.

“Phoebe” was soon reunited with her owner. 
Photo courtesy of Public Security.
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To learn more, visit: chezdoris.org

CHEZ DORIS, 
DAY AND NIGHT

Campaign Cabinet Members 
Elizabeth Wirth and François Carrier, 
Co-Chairs 
Johanne Berry, C.M.
Manon Chevalier
Carole Croteau
Susan Doherty
Dr. Rosie Goldstein
François Lamoureux
François Morin
Lucy Riddell
Marie-Christine Tremblay
Colleen Wicha

Honorary Campaign Committee 
Members
Sharon Azrieli, C.Q., D.Mus.
Suzanne Fortier, O.C.
Sharon Johnston, C.C.
Dr. Deborah Josephson and Peter Letko
Guylaine Leduc and Claude Mongeau
Sheila Martin
Mila Mulroney
Rita Novalinga
Louise Penny, C.M., O.Q.
Louise Roy, O.C., O.Q.
Emmelle Segal
Manon Vennat, C.M.
Ellen Wallace and David Laidley

Exceptional Gifts
Carole and Andrew Harper Foundation
Doggone Foundation
Government of Canada
Gouvernement du Québec
Hewitt Foundation
La Fondation Marcelle et Jean Coutu
The Azrieli Foundation
Ville de Montréal

Leadership Gifts 
The Rossy Foundation
Elizabeth Wirth 

Major Gifts
Baazov Family Foundation
Desjardins
Eric T. Webster Foundation
Fondation Famille Léger
Fondation J.A. DeSève
Fondation Famille Leclair
Fondation Jacques & Michel Auger
Mongeau Family Foundation - CN 
Helping Hand 
National Bank
Power Corporation du Canada 
R. Howard Webster Foundation
Scotia Bank
Sharon Azrieli 
TD Bank Group

The Birks Family Foundation
The Drummond Foundation
The Gerald Schwartz & Heather Reisman 
Foundation

Important Gifts
Anonymous (7)
Bell Media
Bita and Paolo Cattelan 
CDPQ
Colleen and Mirko Wicha
David Laidley and Ellen Wallace
Debbie Josephson and Peter Letko
Fondation ECHO Foundation 
Gisèle Molgat and Pierre Laurin 
Hockey Helps the Homeless
iA Financial Group
Les Affaires
Marie-Christine Tremblay and Jacques 
Marchand
Postmedia
Québecor
Télé-Québec
The Cole Foundation
The Hay Foundation
The Westmount Independent

Photo Credits: 1. Elspeth McConnell overnight shelter   2. François Carrier (Head of Investment Banking & Co-Head of Capital Markets at 
Desjardins Capital Markets and Co-Chair of the Chez Doris Day & Night campaign) and Elizabeth Wirth (President and CEO of Wirth-Brand Inc. 
and Co-Chair of the Chez Doris Day & Night Campaign).  3. Ribbon cutting to inaugurate the new night shelter. From top left : Paul Marchand 
(Executive Director and President of the Doggone Foundation), Susan Avon (Trustee Doggone Foundation), Elizabeth Wirth (Co-Chair of the Chez 
Doris Day & Night Campaign), Benoît Dorais (Mayor of Le Sud-Ouest and Vice-Chair of the City of Montreal’s Executive Committee, and 
Responsible for housing, real estate strategy and legal affairs), and François Carrier, Co-Chair of the Chez Doris Day & Night campaign. Bottom 
left : Carole Croteau (President of the Board, Chez Doris) and Marina Boulos-Winton (Executive Director, Chez Doris).  4. From left : Bineta Ba 
(Director, Partnerships, and International Development La Fondation Marcelle et Jean Coutu), Marie-Josée Coutu (President of La Fondation 
Marcelle et Jean Coutu), Carole Croteau (President of the Board of Chez Doris) and Marina Boulos-Winton (Executive Director, Chez Doris).
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and would like to extend its heartfelt thanks to its campaign 
Co-Chairs, Elizabeth Wirth and François Carrier, its volunteer 
campaign cabinet as well as its many donors.

Chez Doris has concluded its major fundraising campaign 

"Chez Doris, Day and Night" 

The Elspeth McConnell overnight shelter for women experiencing homelessness, which opened on September 19, and a 
permanent residence to open in spring 2023 to be named Résidence Marcelle et Jean Coutu. It is with the help of generous 
donors as well as of the efforts of the entire community that Chez Doris can continue its mission to help vulnerable women.

was raised for the launch of two new points of service in Montreal: 
More than $15 million
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178 Côte St. Antoine still in limbo 

Goode House for sale, ‘very disappointing’: Mayor 
By Laureen Sweeney 

News that the 1840 Goode House at 178 
Côte St. Antoine had just gone up for sale 
last week was “very disappointing,” Mayor 
Christina Smith told the Independent Sep-
tember 20. This was one day after she had 
explained on radio why the city council had 
unanimously agreed to a dismantling and 
restoration of some “protected” elements 
during a “demolition” hearing June 16. 

It was a period during which the Que-
bec Cultural Affairs ministry had 90 days 
ending October 4, to approve the city’s deci-
sion at the home that had become the first 
private residence in Quebec to have its in-
terior and landscaping protected (see story 
July 2, 2020 p. 1). 

“I’m very, very discouraged,” Mayor 
Smith said. “It’s been years of work by the 
city administration and the owner” to 
maintain the historic interior that still has 
the kitchen in the basement, for example, 
habitable for family living today. 

Six designated interior elements “were 
agreed upon by the city’s Local Heritage 
Council and the city council,” she pointed 
out. 

The house, she added, had already been 
visited by Quebec’s Cultural Affairs min-
istry, but not by Heritage Montreal, which 
had been in contact with the government 
over proposed changes to the interior. If 
Heritage Montreal’s request was agreed to 

by the provincial government, it would be 
“taking away the power from municipal-
ities.” 

Misleading information 

Mayor Smith also said that misleading 
information “all over social media” and a 
misunderstanding of the city’s definitions 
of “demolition” had been very stressful for 
the owners, Robert Sibthorpe and Lesley 
Paul. 

In fact, Sibthorpe had told the city’s pub-
lic demolition meeting June 14, 2022, that 
if they had known of the interior’s pro-
posed status at the time of purchase, June 
15, 2020, “we would never have bought it.” 

The relevant municipal by-law was 
tabled July 6, 2020 (see July 14, p. 10), dis-
cussed at a public consultation September 
16, 2020 (see September 22, p. RE-6) and 
passed November 2, 2020 (see November 
24, p. 10). According to the city’s website, 
the heritage-designation research and pro-
cess began in February 2019. 

Since purchase, Sibthorpe contends he 
and Paul have been subjected to emotional 
stress, intimidation and invasion of privacy 
(see story June 21, p. 1). 

The city’s own protection of the Cat-
egory 1* house preserves the exterior from 
major changes though, at the rear, some 
changes to window sills have been per-
mitted to add a “conservatory.” 

The recent real estate listing for $1.9 

million describes the house as “looking for 
a new owner who will treasure its architec-
tural heritage while bringing it forward to 
meet today’s needs…Here is your oppor-
tunity to own a piece of historical West-
mount.” 

According to real estate transfers re-
ported by the Independent (December 1, 
2020, p. 20) the house was sold in June 
2020 for $1,979,200 to the current owners 
Sibthorpe and Paul (see also story Novem-
ber 24, 2020, p. 10).
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WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 

corner Grosvenor

514 933-8556

• All services maintain 
your warranty 

• All vehicles • All work 
• Pick-up/drop-off available

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

Please book 
a tire 

change for 
October

The 
2022 

deadline 
for winter tires: 

December 1

Council meeting 
changed to Oct. 4 

The Quebec provincial election 
 October 3 is bumping the city council 
meeting usually held on the first 
 Monday of the month to Tuesday, 
 October 4 (7:30 pm).

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
to 300 words and submit before Friday 
10 am to be considered for publication 

the following week. 

email us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com
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Need to think about 
protecting nature, 
not just heritage 

What a shame we don’t have a heritage 
rating equivalent for gardens when con-
sidering permits in the city. The property 
at 400 Mt. Pleasant had a mature wild-
flower and milkweed garden when it was 
purchased. The lovely wild garden was 
razed, and today it has turf and a planter. 

From an environmental view, a parking 
apron may as well have been put in its 
place, but a parking apron would have 
required a permit. 

Nobody wants more permits, but it’s im-
portant to find a way to protect nature that 
has previously been allowed to thrive. With 
so much green space in the hands of indi-
vidual owners, what we plant or remove 
from our gardens today will determine 
what survives and what will go extinct in 
the future. 

While it is lovely to protect our past with 
heritage ratings for buildings, preserving 
nature will enhance our future. 

Penny Arsenault, St. Catherine St. 

Vote Maccarone for 
proven success 

I was surprised and disappointed by 
your editorial of September 6 (p. 6) extol-
ling the virtues of Colin Standish, leader 
of the Canadian Party, and damning with 
faint praise the many accomplishments of 
our current MNA Jennifer Maccarone. 

Yes, she represents the Quebec Liberals. 
So what? You clearly think the Liberal Party 
has failed us but why put that on Macca-
rone’s shoulders? 

Her hard work for our constituency over 
the years speaks for itself and should be 
the sole basis for voting for her. She has 
proven herself as an able and committed 
representative of our community over and 
over again – and her actions do not simply 
relate to getting votes in the current elec-
tion period when we often see MNAs and 
candidates at our doorstep for the first time 
(yes, sorry to say, with respect, that in-
cludes Mr. Standish) asking for our vote 
and making pie-in-the-sky promises. Her 
actions span the whole of her mandate. I 
don’t want to list them all here because this 
letter would be too long and anyway I am 
sure you know them. 

Just a personal example – I myself be-
came aware of her during the dark early 
days of COVID when she set up a trans-
portation system of volunteers to drive any-
one who needed a lift to and from a vaccine 
centre, something I myself took advantage 
of. I’m not saying you don’t appreciate her, 
obviously you do, but the editorial of Sep-
tember 6 by implication ties her to the very 
negative comments you make about the 
Liberal leader and the provincial Liberals 
in general. 

Why do that? The end effect, in my 
opinion, is to disparage her and minimize 
her achievements, as if to say, we need a 
new voice, hers is not good enough. This 

is wrong. Unlike the other candidates for 
Westmount, she is a proven success. She 
has a proven track record. 

Also, with all due respect to Mr. Stand-
ish, and I agree with you that a lot of the 
things he stands for that you mention in 
your editorial make sense, he is basically 
a one-issue candidate. Jennifer Macca-
rone’s platform addresses the same lan-
guage and discrimination-related issues 
but hers is much broader and community-
focused: access to health care, mental 
health and home care services and quality 
education (not just educational choice), to 
name some of her commitments. 

Another thing that I think you might 
have mentioned when you were praising 
the Canadian Party’s platform in your edi-
torial is that Ms Maccarone’s voting record 
in the National Assembly reflects support 
for all of the issues mentioned in that plat-
form: to wit, she voted AGAINST Bill 96, 
Bill 21 and Bill 40. I don’t know why anyone 
would think that voting for someone from 
a party that would have ZERO power in the 
assembly would provide more effective 
representation on these issues than we 
have now. 

Finally, I do agree with your statement 
that “locally if we stay with Maccarone, we 
will be well served by her.” Period. I dis-
agree with voting for someone else with 
no track record of serving our community 
in order to send some kind of message to 
the majority in power, a message which I 
doubt they would give a fig about. 

Deana Silverstone, Grosvenor Ave. 
Editor’s reply: I agree with everything you 
say about Maccarone. I invite people to 
compare your thoughts and mine by read-
ing my editorial of March 1 (p. 6) or, if they 
don’t have the time, the headline: “Macca-
rone delivers for Astra-mRNA-mRNA con-
stituents, all Quebecers.” Not much differ-
ence! 

About how voters should include cur-
rent leaders, past performance of parties, 
past attempts by federalists to be heard and 
key issues in their decision-making, we 
will likely disagree. 

Regardless, I encourage people, again, 
to check out the Canadian Party and Stand-
ish, who has been working on linguistic is-
sues for over a year now – without the 
benefit of a government salary or staff. 

That’s what I will be doing, right up to 
election day. – DP. 

Liberal Party only one 
working to reconcile 
all groups 

Last September 6 (p. 6), you published 
an editorial that must be properly de-
scribed as a glowing endorsement for Mr. 
Colin Standish. It is disappointing as a 

citizen and faithful reader of your news-
paper to see it descend from the virtues of 
objectivity and facts to the regrettable cur-
rent fashion of extreme partisanship and 
single-issue politics. 

While I recognize that as an experi-
enced journalist you ensured to include 
scant praise for our outstanding member 
of the National Assembly, Jennifer Macca-
rone, to appear you were being “fair and 
balanced,” the obsequious and outlandish 
praise for Mr. Standish leaves no doubt 
where you stand and where you recom-
mend your readers to follow. 

In addition, you rationalize discounting 
the extraordinary work done by Ms. Mac-
carone by condemning the Liberal Party of 
Québec. In your words, the remarkable 
work that she did should be cancelled and 
overlooked because of the position taken 
on two of the hundreds of bills and acts de-
bated and adopted in the National Assem-
bly. No wonder good people refrain from 
standing for office, when years of good 
work fail to catch the interest and recogni-
tion of even the smallest of media like 
yours. 

For years, our community has opposed 
separatists who appropriated the name 
“Québecois” and used the appellation of 
our province to their pernicious ideal of re-
moving our Canadian citizenship. Mr. 
Standish had no right or merit in calling 
his party “Canadian,” which only condones 
and validates the separatist ideology of a 
Québec being the opposite of Canada. Fur-
thermore, in running only 19 candidates 
in ridings with substantial English-speak-
ing electorates, he has made it clear he 
wishes we join the toxic environment that 
is poisoning politics in the United States, 
in France and spreading rapidly by being 
a resonance chamber for those who wholly 
agree with him. 

Ms Maccarone has stood up and spoken 
out for our community, at the assembly, in 
the caucus room, in party assemblies and 
in hundreds of meetings and gatherings 
in the riding and throughout the province. 
However, something Mr. Standish is yet to 
prove, is that she also listens and even per-
suades, to those who sincerely believe 
French is receding and who deem that 
legislation is necessary to curtail that per-
ceived decline, to reach workable compro-
mises. 

Jennifer Maccarone, and the Liberal 
Party, are the ONLY ones that still attempt 
to reconcile francophones, anglophones 
and allophones to harmony and peace. 

What will Mr. Standish bring if elected? 
Acrimonious protest, and he will provoke 
reactionary responses from separatists 
while convincing the moderate that anglo-
phones still want to carry out the Durham 
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Report. 
I urge you and our fellow Westmount -

ers to recognize that in Jennifer Maccarone 
we have had not only excellent representa-
tion but a shining example of positive and 
inclusive politics. 

Felipe Morales, 
Lansdowne Ave. 

Editor’s reply: Minor point: The article that 
you cite was an editorial, and clearly 
marked as such. No need to be fair and bal-
anced there (or in a letter to the editor). Re-
gardless, my comments about Maccarone 
were and are genuine, and longstanding. 
It is very possible that she will be our next 
representative, and, if so, she will do fine 
work for everyone, I am sure. 

I agree with you about the name of the 
Canadian Party. I am not a member and I 
was not asked, but I would not have rec-
ommended that name. Of course, mod -
erate federalists who oppose it are still 
 Canadian. As are Quebec separatists/
nationalists. As are people who want to be 
more thorough in their criticism of separ-
atism et al. The name is Orwellian, as are 
many others in our politics: come up with 
a “good name” for a thing, even if it is not 
particularly descriptive. 

And I like the name of the provincial 
Liberal Party. Its root word is “liberty” – a 
good and inspirational thing, even in this 
province. Has this Liberal Party lived up to 
its name? We are told not to judge books 
by their covers. 

Getting past the “cover” of the provin-
cial Liberal “book” and reading its contents 
is less inspiring: major points being Bill 
22/Bourassa, Bill 178/Bourassa redux, 
Charest/federalizing Bill 101 and, last but 
not least, Anglade, an ex-CAQ-ist who pre-
sided over the major parliamentary embar-
rassment that was the Liberals’ perform-
ance at the Bill 96 committee. 

The provincial Liberal book has many 
depressing chapters, which are almost 
identical. 

Federalists’ relationship with the prov-
incial Liberal Party reminds me of Charlie 
Brown and Lucy van Pelt from the comic 
strip Peanuts. 

Lucy keeps offering to hold a football 
for Charlie Brown to kick. Every time, she 
pulls it away at the last minute. 

If federalists find themselves flying 
through the air, Charlie Brown-style, under 
some future Liberal government (probably 
not after this election), they might wish 
they had read the provincial Liberal book 
more carefully. – DP. 

Common sense on language 
in Quebec 

The language debate seems to go on 
and on, but some facts are notably missing. 
Government policy seems to tend toward 
restricting English instruction for franco-
phone children. It would be fascinating to 
know to what extent the francophone elite 
(political and industrial) ensures that their 
own children are fully versed in both lan-
guages. 

Perhaps this area could be the basis of 
a doctoral essay by someone seeking a PhD 
in common-sense-ology. 

Boyd Whittall, 
St Catherine St.
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ented in its revised design at a public con-
sultation meeting Monday, October 24 at 
7 pm. 

The recommended changes included in 
this new design are revisions to the façade 
to provide for brick cladding on the main 

Dorchester frontage similar to the entire 
building as well as ornamentation of the 
main entrance with stone lintel and pilas-
ters. The front oriel window is to be clad 
in zinc. 

Those changes concerning variances in-
clude height, density and underground 
parking. These would now allow the build-
ing to reach a height of five storeys includ-
ing step-backs and a rooftop structure. 
This is at variance with the zone’s allowable 
three storeys as well as a floor-area ratio of 
2.31 rather than 2, along with a maximum 
site ratio of 66 percent rather than the 
allowable 65 percent. There are also 
changes to the underground parking. 

Also approved by the council in its first 
reading were alignment of the building’s 
rear wall with the former nurses building to 
the east, and a maximum setback from the 

rear lane to create a rear yard and improve 
the integration with the neighbourhood. 

All were recommended by the PAC con-
sidering that alterations, additions and new 
construction harmonize with “the contem-
porary design on the site and the streetscape.” 

Compatible with neighbourhood 

Among other considerations are that 
the new building is compatible with the 
adjacent or neighbouring structures as well 
as the style of the existing buildings and 
uses a minimum number of materials, fa-
çade treatments and architectural details. 

The re-development application to the 
city’s Urban Planning department from 
architect Jean-Pierre Bart states an original 
proposal had been “improved” after two 
consultations with nearby residents in No-
vember 2018 and April 2019 to make it 
more acceptable to the neighbourhood. 

As a result, the new building had been 
reduced in volume, a green space at the 
rear was enlarged, a tree preserved and the 
number of interior parking units reduced 
to 11 plus five described as “stacked.” 

Benefits to the community have been 
described as providing a minimum of 
three benches for public use in the front 
and rear yards and the planting of decidu-
ous trees front and back and preservation 
of a large tree in the rear. 

The original three-storey apartment 
building on the site was destroyed by fire 
April 25, 1999.
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Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale
Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

The site of 4216 Dorchester Blvd. (behind the green bushes) and its neighbours on September 22. Photo: Independent. Dorchester, cont’d from p. 1

Bill 96 Legal Challenge 
 – We need you! 

This is a fundraiser for constitutional litigation challenging 
Quebec’s Bill 96. By donating, you will help fund court 

challenges that will protect the rights of all Quebeckers. 
The first $100,000 raised will help fund Mitchell v Québec, 

which challenges the provisions of Bill 96 that restrict 
the use of English documents in Quebec’s courts. Any 
additional funds raised after that will be distributed to 

other constitutional challenges against Bill 96 that: 

(1) challenge parts of Bill 96 that infringe the 
constitutional rights of Quebeckers; 

(2) have a reasonable chance of success; 

(3) are respectful of the role of the French language 
in Quebec and its culture; and 

(4) are not already funded from other sources. 

Adam Sternthal & Mosen Aziz, organizers 

www.gofundme.com/f/bill-96-legal-challenge
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT
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Dominique Dagenais
Co-présidente de l’événement / Co-Chair

Dr. Lucy Gilbert
Directrice Gynécologie-Oncologie, CUSM
Director of Gynecological Oncology, MUHC

INSCRIVEZ-VOUS MAINTENANT
REGISTER NOW

give.cedars.ca/ovarianrun

CHANGER L’AVENIR DES DIAGNOSTICS DU CANCER DE L’ENDOMÈTRE ET DE L’OVAIRE!
HELP CHANGE THE FUTURE OF ENDOMETRIAL AND OVARIAN CANCER DIAGNOSIS!

PARC DANYLUK

Children’s summer reading club 

Closing party winds up summer activity 
with prizes, magician 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Fifty prizes were handed out September 
17 at the closing party of the TD children’s 
summer reading club (TDSRC) held out-
side by the Westmount Public Library. The 
occasion was used to unveil a specially de-
signed bench for indoor use in the 
children’s department using the library’s 
$8,000 national award for the club’s inno-
vative performance in 2020. 

“For those of you who worry that young 
kids only care about electronic devices,” 
Councillor Elisabeth Roux told the city 
council meeting September 19, “it was 
amazing to see how excited they were to 
receive a book (as a prize). It was the best 
gift they could have received,” she said as 
commissioner of the library and com -
munity events, adding “that’s an editorial 
comment.” 

The bench in the library’s purple colour 
depicts the library’s owl and the apple as 
well as elements from the Victorian classic 
Alice in Wonderland, which is also depicted 
in tiles around the fireplace in the original 
children’s library, now the Westmount 

Room. 
It was designed by Cynthia  Dinan-

Mitchell, a former resident of Westmount 
now living in Quebec City, explained 
children’s librarian Wendy Wayling. 

This year, the summer reading club had 

202 members of whom many attended the 
closing party event with friends and family 
to watch a magician and receive prizes 
such as TDSRC t-shirts, and an array of 
other prizes including toys, books from 
Babar Books and clothing store Hatley.

Unveiling the new bench for the children’s library September 17 are members of the staff, from left: 
Faith Holness, Donna Hobbs (kneeling) and Wendy Wayling. Findlay Featherton, the library’s owl 
mascot, was custom made from first prize money received for the club’s participation in 2015. 

Photo courtesy of Westmount Public Library.

JOSEPH MAROVITCH 
Courtier Immobilier/Real Estate Broker 

www.josephmarovitchrealestate.com

josephmarovitchrealestate.com 
Remax Action Inc – 1225 Greene Ave. Westmount

Call for a consultation 
5 1 4 - 8 2 5 - 8 7 7 1

SPECIALTY 
Single Homes 

Condos - Div & Undiv. 

Multi - residential income 

Lakefront 2nd homes 

Retail & Industrial 
Leasing

Real Estate columnist since 2016 in Westmount Magazine 
called “REAL ESTATE TALK & STATE OF THE MARKET”
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LORRI FAUGHNAN 
514.715.6201 

lorrifaughnan@gmail.com 
courtier immobilier / real estate broker

NO ONE IN THE WORLD SELLS MORE THAN RE/MAX RE/MAX Action – WESTMOUNT

action inc. – WESTMOUNT 
agence immobilière / Real Estate Agency 
1225 avenue Greene 
Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4

Andy Dodge & Associates 
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4 

Tel: 514-482-8560 www.andydodgeassociates.com 
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data 
about Westmount real estate

Re-creating community: annual Springfield+ street party returns 

By Diana Bruno, guest contributor 

Imagine planning an outdoor party with 
no idea how many people will show up or 
if the weather will cooperate, which means 
it’s back to square one for the rain date two 
weeks later! 

That’s what Team Springfield+ (Isa-
belle, Maria, Marie-Laure, Pamela, Rim, 
and I) organized around. 

Six-year absence 

Sunday, August 28 was an important 
day locally – the return of the annual 
Springfield+ street party after a six-year ab-
sence, and provincially – the official start 
of the Quebec election campaign. No politi-
cians at any level of government to be seen 
at the street party, but I do know that at 
least two people were engaged in political 
discussion. 

The weather and turn-out exceeded 
everyone’s expectations. 

100 attendees 

From 4 pm to 7:30 pm, close to 100 
neighbours, aged two to 85+, from Spring-
field, Metcalfe, Mt. Stephen, and the south 
side of Côte St. Antoine gathered on 
Springfield, one of Westmount’s smaller 
streets with just 25 homes. 

At the height of the event, there were 
about 50 adults, some 20 younger folk aged 
from two to teenagehood, and five very 
friendly pandemic puppies. 

The street party was an annual summer 
event from 2005 until 2016, and I felt it was 
time to revive it for the same reasons I 
started it in 2005 – in the previous three 
years a significant number of new resi-
dents had moved into this lovely part of 
Westmount. 

From 2016 until now, nine homes on 
Springfield changed hands. On the three 
other streets, at least 16 homes got new 
neighbours. The most recent neighbours 

arrived just two weeks before the party. 
Definitely time to bring back the street 
party and create community again. 

With Springfield closed to traffic at both 
ends, people mingled freely on the street, 
no face masks anywhere, relaxed and de-
lighted to meet new and longer-standing 
neighbours. 

Socializing, playing games 

There was a feeling of lightness and joy 
in the air at being able to gather in person 
after two and a half years of social distanc-
ing and isolation. The children were in 
their own world: hurling water balloons, 
playing soccer, racing with plastic eggs and 
spoons, and running a traditional race. 
There was an abundance of savory and 
sweet dishes contributed by neighbours set 
on tables generously provided by Metcalfe 
neighbour Shaar Hashomayim. 

How do you measure success? Many 
people said they wanted it to become an 

annual event again and volunteered on the 
spot to help to make it happen. 

The following day, a Mt. Stephen family 
with two young daughters emailed, “It was 
just lovely to finally meet so many neigh-
bours. On the walk to the school with the 
girls today, we said hello to so many 
people.” 

One of the Team Springfield+ organ-
izers, who also lives on Mt. Stephen 
emailed, “My family had a blast! It was so 
nice to meet all the wonderful people who 
share our block. In gratitude to all of you 
for this lovely experience.” 

A Metcalfe resident wrote, “A big thank-
you for including the Metcalfe Ave. contin-
gent in your very special gathering yester-
day! It was a wonderful way to bring neigh-
bours together and make us all feel more 
neighbourly! Well done.” 

Guess the writing is on the wall. There 
has to be a Springfield+ street party in 
2023!

From left, John Rioux with, at the starting line, three participants not yet competing publicly, Roy, Sean, Bardeen, Liam, Xavier, unknown participant and Vicente, and, officiating, Jonathan. Two faces 
and name tags, and one participant, obscured by the Independent. Photo courtesy of Diana Bruno. 



September 27, 2022 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 11

ac.leenpognylrtis

520 2YCNPAUCCO
NOO SGHINCNUAL

.tnemnorving eniviy lranidroartxn ef as oerusaele phn tk isad bna
, sodno9 c5s 1’gynlritf Se onwn oo ow teed feglrivie phn tioJ

EIFR LUOYOIR UTS P Y



wanted to listen to the neighbours,” she 
said. 

Also set back, and by six feet, is the 
south wall across Hillside Ave. from St. 
Margaret’s residence and alongside the 
public sidewalk, Girlando said. “This will 
allow more space for greenery and trees 
and provide a nicer pedestrian experience.” 
As well, the garage entrance would be 

aligned with the one at the condo building. 
She said the changes may reduce the 

size of some of the units but said this 
would be consistent with a demand for 
people wanting to downsize or young 
families wanting to move in. 

Before the revised plan was submitted 
and after an unfavourable recommenda-
tion by the city’s Planning Advisory Com-
mittee (PAC) to city council, Councillor 
Conrad Peart, as urban planning commis-
sioner, said the developers had two op-
tions. These were to either have the ciity 
consider the initial plan or submit revi-
sions. 

▶Top photo, the former armoury at 1-3 Hillside, 
right, and the condominium building at 11 
Hillside, left, currently touch in the front, but 
there is a large gap between the two buildings 
at the back, bottom photo (armoury now at 
left), as seen September 22. Photos: Independent.
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Plan & manage your move 
Sell/donate unwanted items 
Arrange an estate sale 
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Pack & unpack your moving boxes 
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A gentle and personalized approach 
in helping seniors relocate
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Hillside, cont’d from p. 1

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to 
choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 words 
and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered 
for publication the following week. email us at: 

editor@westmountindependent.com
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ALL ROOF TYPES 
& BRICKWORK
VENTILATION 
& METAL WORK
SKYLIGHT & 
THERMAL DOMES
Call for your 
Free Estimate 
514.932.7772 
belgrave@yahoo.ca 
belgraveroo ng.ca

We got 
you covered!

RBQ# 8261-4496-02

Member of

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

For an appointment to view, please call

514.937.3943

� All meals � Medication distribution
� Daily tea � 24 hour security
� Daily housekeeping � 24 hour nurse
� Personal Laundry � Extensive activity programme

www.manoirwestmount.ca

A great place to live, in a perfect location.

Manoir Westmount

Manoir Westmount Inc.
4646 Sherbrooke Street West
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

Very affordable all inclusive rates…

A Rosh Hashanah mishapFirst glove of season? 

The Independent spotted this glove at the intersection of Vignal and Sherbrooke September 23. Is 
it the first lost glove of 2022-23’s cold weather, or a leftover from 2021-22? Photo: Independent. 

Plan & manage your move 
Sell/donate unwanted items 
Arrange an estate sale 
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc. 
Pack & unpack your moving boxes 
Set up your new smaller nest

A gentle and personalized approach 
in helping seniors relocate

(514) 808-4248 
kathleen@smallernest.com 

www.smallernest.com
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With full knowledge that the notwithstanding clause 
was being used, fundamental freedoms were being 
diminished and English was being suppressed, the 
Quebec Liberals betrayed anglophones and minorities, 
and voted for Bill 96.

On May 13, 2021, Dominique Anglade, Jennifer Maccarone 
and all other Liberals voted for Bill 96 on the First Reading.

On November 4, 2021, Dominique Anglade, Jennifer 
Maccarone and all other Liberals voted for Bill 96 on the 
Second Reading.

On May 12, 2022, all Liberal members present voted in favor 
of the Committee Report.

On February 23, 2022, the Liberal resolution forcing 3 
additional French courses on English CEGEP students 
was proposed.

Liberal candidates Jennifer Maccarone and Desirée 
McGraw have said the CEGEP amendment was a mistake, 
an error and an improvisation. This is false and untrue. 
In April 2021, the Liberals released their 27-point plan on 
the French language, which included “offering at least 3 
courses in French within each program of study”.

The Liberals would keep 98% of Bill 96, amending only 4 
aspects of the law. This is in their June 11, 2022 platform. 
They have claimed they would amend other aspects of Bill 
96. These proposed amendments are not binding, and they 
seem to want to confuse voters into thinking they are against 
Bill 96. They are not. The Liberals would keep Bill 96.

The Canadian Party of Quebec is for full repeal of Bills 96, 
21 and 40. Like thousands of  Westmounters, we oppose 
these laws on moral, intellectual and legal grounds. We 
deserve better.

LIBERALS CAN’T HIDE 
FROM BILL 96.

THEY HELPED WRITE IT.

VOTE FOR RESPECT

CanadianPartyQuebec.comLiz Campbell, Official Agent
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Youngsters Raphael and Leonardo 

Easy to tell that these munchkins are 
little brother kittens ... identical cuteness! 
Raphael (on the left) and Leonardo (on 
the right) are very affectionate and playful, 
happy to be given attention by their care-
givers at the Montreal SPCA cattery. 

They are strong and healthy, ready to 
integrate into a family routine in a home 

setting. They have received their scheduled 
kitten inoculations on their health program, 
and are neutered and microchipped. 

If you would like more information on 
these sweet siblings, please refer to the 
Montreal SPCA website at www.spca.com, 
then scroll to their respective inform ation 
pages under their identification numbers, 
51167377 for Raphael and 51167375 for 
Leonardo, then click on the “Make an ap-
pointment” button to present your contact 
information in order for the adoption 
counsellors to suggest appointment op-
portunities to visit the shelter for an adop-
tion meeting. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Holding Brutus close, a cuddly guy 

Brutus is a lean-in hugger, and as you 
can see he is very keen on affection and 
companionship. A bulldog type, he is so 
cute, funny and charismatic. Brutus is at 
the Montreal SPCA kennel, making 
friends with the staff and volunteers. 

He is a healthy fellow, seven years old, 
up to date with his inoculations, neutered 
and microchipped. Brutus is social with 
people and he enjoys good walks and car 
rides. 

He is not used to dogs and cats yet as 
he was not as integrated with others as we 
do with our dogs in Westmount, but he has 
a good disposition and that has promise. 

Brutus is available under the humani-
tarian adoption category, because of breed-
specific follow-ups that will be required 
once in a while. If you would like more in-
formation on Brutus, please refer to the 
Montreal SPCA website at www.spca.com, 
then to his profile under his identification 
number 51147851, clicking on the “Fill out 

the form” button to provide your contact 
information to the adoption counsellors so 
they can get back to you to discuss adopt-
ing Brutus as soon as possible 

‘Fido’ cleared for Metro 

Great news for urban families with 
dogs! Thanks to the Montreal SPCA’s “Fido 
Takes the Metro” campaign, as a nine-
month pilot project starting October 15, 
the STM (Société de transport de Montréal) 
will allow leashed dogs on the Metro, as 
well as in carriers or travel bags for smaller 
dogs. They will have to be muzzled while 
they are in the Metro buildings and trains, 
riding mid-coach during off-peak hours of 
10 am to 3 pm then after 7 pm from Mon-
day to Friday, as well as on weekends and 
holidays. No special ticket will be required, 
dogs will travel free of charge. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 
Lysanne Fowler

DR. VAILLANCOURT OF WESTMOUNT ANIMAL HOSPITAL

WESTMOUNT ANIMAL HOSPITAL 
349 VICTORIA AVE. at SOMERVILLE – 514 487-5300

Diet 
The best diet 

Regime 

Exclusion Inclusion 

Light diet 

Best/worst regime 

How to lose weight 

Mediterranean diet 

What do we eat? 

So many questions, so little 
answers. 

How do we know if our pets 
diet is suited to their needs? 

Nutrition plays a vital role in 
their health. 

A well balanced diet benefits 
every aspect of their lives, 

their energy, their coat, their 
oral health, their behaviour 
and much more. 

We can help your furry friend 
take a bite out of life! 

La meilleure diète 

Regime alimentaire 

Inclusion Exclusion 

Diète allegé 

Meilleure/pire regime 

Comment perdre du poids 

Regime méditerranéen 

Qu’es -ce que l’on mange? 

Tant de questions peu de 
réponses. 

Comment savoir si 
l’alimentation de votre 
animal est adapté à ses 
besoins? 

La nutrition joue un rôle 
primordial sur la santé 
de tous. 

Une diète adaptée sera 
bénéfique sur tous les aspects 
de sa vie, son énergie, son 
pelage, sa santé dentaire, son 
comportement et plus encore. 

Aider votre ami à croquer 
la vie a pleines dents !
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Absentee CAQ candidate, incumbent Liberal representative 
come under fire during WMA election debate 
By Martin C. Barry 

While an incumbent will 
often become the target of 
unrelenting criticism during 
an electoral candidates’ debate, 
Quebec Liberal provincial rep-
resentative Jennifer Maccarone 
was spared some of the heat 
at Victoria Hall last week when 
one candidate who wasn’t even 
present came under intense 
fire instead. 

“I think that the absence 
of the CAQ is an insult to the 
intelligence of the voters,” said 
Lucien Savard of Claremont 
Ave. 

Maria-Luisa Torres-Piaggio, 
the Coalition Avenir Québec’s 
candidate in Westmount–St. 
Louis, did not turn up, nor 
did Florence Racicot, who is 
running for the Parti Québé-
cois. 

CAQ attacked 

“While we have problems 
with our roads, with our 
schools, with our hospitals, 
the political parties are offering us sweets,” 
said Savard, referring, among other things, 
to the $500 cheques the CAQ government 
sent out to households across Quebec after 
they had filed their 2021 income tax paper-
work earlier this year. 

Savard asked, “What do you think of the 
fact that while we have organizational 
problems in the major ministries – and all 
of them needing investments no doubt – 
what do you think that we are offered 
money, sweets, credits, cheques, while the 
problems are not fixed? 

“I want to know your opinions on this 
sickness of saying to the citizens, a little 
bit like during the time of Maurice Dup-
lessis, we’re going to pave the road in front 
of your home. 

“But in this case the sickness is in say-
ing we’re going to cut you a cheque, we’re 
going to give you some credits. We’re going 
to buy your vote, in other words. 

“We’re in 2022,” he continued. “The 
voters of Quebec are more intelligent than 
during the time of Duplessis. They’re ca-
pable of thinking. That’s why I say that the 
absence of the CAQ this evening, in my 
opinion, is really a blow against the intel-
ligence of the citizens. Because the CAQ 
had things to defend this evening.” 

In addition to Maccarone, the five 
others who accepted the Westmount Mu-

nicipal Association’s invitation to its Sep-
tember 21 meet-the-candidates meeting 
were Sam Kuhn (Green Party of Quebec), 
Katya Rossokhata (Conservative Party of 
Quebec), Heidi Small (Bloc Montréal), 
Colin Standish (Canadian Party of Quebec) 
and David Touchette (Québec solidaire). 

Incumbent Maccarone under fire too 

Maccarone came under fire when West-
mount resident Frank Candido questioned 
her on the position she took in the provin-
cial legislature in 2019, when represen-
tatives voted on a motion on whether the 
province’s merchants should be compelled 
by Quebec to use only “bonjour” instead 
of “bonjour/hi” when greeting customers. 

“Did you support the motion for bon-
jour/hi in the National Assembly, yes or 
no?” he said. Maccarone responded, “The 
motion is more complicated than just ‘bon-
jour/hi,’ but I understand that that’s your 
vision. So, ultimately, we voted in favour 
of the motion. Motions are not laws.” 

Put on the hot seat again, Maccarone 
was questioned by Don Ramsey of 
Shaughnessy village, who asked about her 
decision to have her campaign’s electoral 
posters printed with English lettering 
smaller than French lettering, as normally 
required by Bill 101 on commercial signs. 

While Ramsey insisted that Bill 101 

“does not apply to political messaging,” in-
cluding campaign posters, and that having 
smaller English lettering was showing dis-
respect towards English-speaking voters, 
Maccarone responded that “Bill 101 ac-
tually applies to all signage, but there is an 
alternative view, there’s two different points 
of view, when it comes to campaign signs.” 

She said, “We made a conscious effort 
that we wanted to have bilingual signs. It 
was important. We didn’t have to. It was a 
choice that I made. And I wanted to be re-
spectful of the rules that are currently in 
place.” 

The Canadian Party’s Colin Standish, 
who is a lawyer, disagreed with Macca-
rone’s interpretation of the language law. 
“Language laws do not actually apply to 
electoral signage during an election cam-
paign,” he said. 

“You can have any language you want. 
Just one language or another. You can 
make it a political statement. We at the Ca-
nadian Party have equal bilingual signs, 
English and French, on the same side of 
the same signs. 

“So, once again, respecting Quebecers 
based on language of their choice, the way 
they choose to express themselves, instead 
of acquiescing to an unfortunate status quo 
that discriminates against people and dim-
inishes human dignity.” 

David Touchette of QS, 
who lives in Shaughnessy vil-
lage, said he agreed with Bill 
101 as a means of creating 
unity in an area of Montreal 
where “there are a lot of dif-
ferent languages.” 

The Greens’ Sam Kuhn 
said, “You should be able to 
have whatever you want on 
your sign. The government 
should not tell you what to 
do.” 

Daycare views 

Addressing the issue of 
government-funded children’s 
daycare services, the Conser-
vatives’ Katya Rossokhata said 
that in keeping with the party’s 
overall policy of promoting 
competition, it would supply 
$200 per week to each family 
so parents could choose on 
their own which daycare fa-
cility they wished to place 
their children in. 

“The idea is that this 
would promote the develop-
ment of daycares through 

market influences,” she said. “Parents 
could go to private daycares if they wished, 
and the decision would be in the hands of 
the parents rather than the government.” 

Bloc Montréal’s Heidi Small said that 
being a mother of three who had been 
through the daycare system, “I can sym-
pathize. Because I know those long waits 
and waiting to find out if your kid has a 
space.” She said that Bloc Montréal advo-
cates furnishing parents with subsidies to 
pay for private or public daycare services.

Glaringly absent from the candidates’ table during the WMA’s meet-the-candidates meeting were the Parti Québécois and the 
 Coalition Avenir Québec candidates.

Claremont Ave. resident Lucien Savard speaks 
at the mic.



What’s the poop? 

Dog doo’s and don’ts for composting 
By Jennifer Ball 

While hundreds of new dogs have been 
licensed by Westmount homeowners in 
the past three years, neither puppy nor dog 

waste should be added to compost or lawn 
waste. It needs to be put in with the regular 
garbage. 

“Dog poop is not accepted because the 
type of composting process we use to make 
compost with our food waste is not 
brought to a high enough temperature to 
kill all the pathogens that could be found 
in excrements,” Patricia Racette, environ-
ment technician with the city. 

“Accepted and refused items in the 
compost collection vary from a region to 
another depending on the type of compost-
ing process.” 

With summer ending on September 22 
so too is the public awareness project that 
Racette’s green patroller Eve Liszkowski 
undertook in 2022 (see August 23, p. 12). 

“Liszkowski was employed by Re-
groupement des éco-quartiers, assigned to 
Westmount, and she worked for the city 
on different projects throughout the 
summer: green and blue bin inspections, 
implementation of the composting pro-
gram in multi-unit buildings, education on 
proper waste management, et cetera,” 
Racette said. 

The key takeaways from the project 
were: 

When recycling plastics, you need to re-•
view the labelling, 
All plastic numbers up to five, and •
number seven, are recyclable, 
Number six plastic is not recyclable, •
If there are letters and no numbers, it •
is not recyclable, 
Recycling needs to be out before 7 am, •
Liquids, plastics and feces are strictly •

prohibited in compost, 
Plastic and styrofoam are prohibited in •
the recycling bin. 
The city has seen both an increase in 

the number of dog licences sold (see May 
3, p. 1) and in the amount of recycling and 
food waste residents produce (see August 
23, p.12), even as population falls (August 
30, p. 14).
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NOTICE OF DEPOSIT OF THE 
REAL ESTATE ASSESSMENT ROLL 
FOR THE YEARS 2023-2024-2025 

PUBLIC NOTICE is given that the Real Estate Assessment Roll of the City for the 
fiscal years 2023-2024-2025 was deposited at the Office of the City Clerk by the 
Assessor of Montréal on Wednesday, September 14, 2022. 

Any person may examine the roll at the Office of the City Clerk at City Hall, (4333 
Sherbrooke Street West, Westmount) from Monday to Friday during regular 
business hours. 

Any application for review regarding the roll must be filed no later than April 30, 
2023, by means of the prescribed form and be accompanied by the sum of 
money as determined by the Règlement sur les tarifs de l’Agglomération de 
Montréal, otherwise the application is deemed not to have been filed. The forms 
are available at the Office of the City Clerk of Westmount or at one of the offices 
of the Service de l’évaluation foncière de la Ville de Montréal. 

The application must be filed with the Service de l’évaluation foncière de la Ville 
de Montréal at one of the following locations: 

Point de service principal 
255, boulevard Crémazie Est, bureau 600 

Montréal (Québec) H2M 1L5 

Point de service Division ouest 
1868, boulevard Des Sources, bureau 500 

Pointe-Claire (Québec) H9R 5R2 

The application may also be sent by registered mail to the Main point of service 
at 255 Crémazie Boulevard East, Suite 600, Montréal (Québec) H2M 1L5. 

GIVEN in Westmount, this September 27, 2022. 

Denis Ferland 
City Clerk 

www.westmount.org

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Weeding & Yard Work 

Garden cleaning, Small Lawns, Weeding, Adding Mulch, Yard 
Cleanup, Raking Leaves. Text / Message Vince at 514-294-5562. 

Piano Tuning 

Westmount Piano Tuning, $88. Call 514-206-0449. 

Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, efficient and reliable. 
 Reasonable rates and references provided. 514-944-2763.

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Comin’ Up 
Sunday, October 2 

Plant re-homing: drop off unwanted 
summer plants. Westmount Park 
United Church, 4695 de Maisonneuve 
Blvd., 12 noon to 3pm. Also Sunday, Oc-
tober 9. 

Thursday, October 6 
Montreal Camera Club’s presents 

 “Explore your Creativity with DE-
STRESS & SHOOT” by guest speaker 
Michelle Macleod, McGill University, 
Visual Arts Collection. Annual single 
membership $80. Westmount Park 
United Church, 4695 de Maisonneuve 
Blvd. & online via WebEx.

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on fly-by-
night, who-knows-who-is-replying websites 
when you can list (and sell) locally? Buy a 

classified in the 
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

at www.westendclassifieds.com



Quebec Greens propose ‘radical’ solutions to social problems 
By Martin C. Barry 

For many years, the Westmount portion 
of Westmount–St. Louis has been a place 
where environmental awareness has 
ranked high in the priorities of many 
elected officials and residents. 

Long before environmentalism had 
come to the forefront of public conscious-
ness, the city of Westmount joined the glo-
bal Healthy City Project, forming a local 
HCP committee with a mandate to advise 
city council on environmental, social and 
material issues. 

Yet in most elections that have taken 
place in Westmount–St. Louis over the past 
10 years, the Green Party of Quebec has 
usually finished closer to the bottom than 
the top. 

In the 2018 provincial election, the 
Greens finished fifth out of seven parties. 

Sam Kuhn, a St. Henri resident who is 
representing the Quebec Greens in West-
mount–St. Louis for a second time after 
first running in 2018, doesn’t understand 
exactly why his party doesn’t win more sup-
port from Westmounters. 

Too radical? 

“Our policies are extremely radical, 
maybe we’re too radical,” he suggested dur-
ing an interview with the Independent, 
while noting that most of the other parties 

have adopted watered-down versions of en-
vironmental policies that were first pro-
posed by the Greens. 

While a common practice among politi-
cal parties is to tone down some of their 

more vitriolic policy statements in order to 
appeal to a wider spectrum of voters, Kuhn 
maintains the Green Party of Quebec does-
n’t compromise. 

On homelessness and housing prob-
lems, for example, he said the party’s 2022 
electoral platform calls for buildings with 

10 or more units to be expropriated from 
landlords so that everyone without a roof 
over his or her head can be housed. “Many 
people would consider that outrageous,” 
he said. 

Eco-socialists 

If the policy makes it seem as if the 
Greens are starting to veer into tradi-
tionally Marxist-Leninist territory, he ad-
mits, “I myself am a socialist. We are out-
front eco-socialists.” 

Regarding the housing policy, he said 
the Quebec Greens want to build 50,000 
social housing units per year, with a goal 
of doing something concrete to deal with 
the homelessness problem. 

“That’s a real policy that would elimin-
ate homelessness,” said Kuhn, who’s been 
a social housing activist for several dec-
ades. He said the Green Party is also ad-
vocating a policy that would make access 
to public transit completely free. 

“We have to get away from cars. Cars 
are the greatest problem with carbon 
emissions. So for that, we have to vastly ex-
pand public transit. And to do that we have 
to get people to use public transit. And so, 
public transit must be free.” 

As well, “there has to be a massive re-
distribution of wealth in this province,” he 
continued. “Corporations are going to have 
to pay, rich people are going to have to pay, 
because we just have no choice anymore. 
There’s no other option.”

20 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 27, 2022

Social Calendar: The season starts! 
Friday, October 7. The Ilios Roaring 
Twenties Gala. Hellenic Ladies Benevolent 
Society celebrating 100 years. Capturing 
the magic of the Golden Jazz Age. Co-
chairs Kathy Hamelin, Nitza Melas and 
Bernice Tzicas. Event directors Daisy Giag-
kos and Katie Papoutsis. Cocktails 6 pm. 
Dinner and dancing 7 pm. Théâtre St. Jac-
ques, 265 St. Jacques. Valet parking. 
Tickets $300 (includes after party). After 
party only $150. Info@hlbs.ca 514.344.1666 

Wednesday, October 12. 42nd Allegra Gala. 
Honorary chairs Jonathan Goodman and 
Richard Hart. 6 pm. Tanna Schulich Hall, 
McGill University, 527 Sherbrooke St. 
West. Tickets $150 to $500. Contact 
 allegra1@videotron.ca. allegrachamber
musicgala.com. 

Thursday, October 13. 10th Miriam Foun-
dation Art Auction for Autism. Cocktail-
dînatoire and auction. 6 pm. Jardin Royal-
mount, 8187 Royden St. Co-chairs Carol 
Tryansky, Judy Wolfe, Franki Yanofsky and 
Jeannette Joffman-Zaffir. Great opportun-
ity to buy work by renowned artists. 
Tickets: $250. ($175 Under 40) Contact 

514.345.1300. info@miriamfoundation.ca 

Wednesday, October 19. A Brilliant Night. 
Cocktail-dînatoire fundraiser for The 
Neuro’s glioblastoma brain tumor re-
search. Honorary chair Nicole Collet, gen-
eral manager, business applications, 
Micro soft. Organizing chair Alana Wexler. 
Honorary vice-chairs Ivan Boulva, co-
founder A Brilliant Night; Lorena Cook, co- 
founder Sarah’s Fund Cedars Cancer 
Foundation, board member The Neuro Ad-
visory; Eric R. La Flèche, CEO, Metro Inc. 
and Alexandre Le Bouthillier, co-founder/
COO, Imagia. 6:30 pm. Dress: cocktail 
chic. Tickets $200. www.abrilliantnight.
com. Jardin Royalmount, 8187 Royden St. 

NOVEMBER 

Saturday, November 26. The 2022 Mu-
seum Ball. Chairs Maxime Ménard, CEO 
Jarislowsky Fraser, and Jean-François Côté, 
CEO Sharethrough. Guest of honour 
multidisciplinary artist Françoise Sullivan. 
Tickets $1,500. Contact MMFA Foundation 
514. 285.1600. baldumusee@mbamtl.org 
Montreal Museum of Fine Arts, 1380 Sher-
brooke St. West.

Seen here in Westmount Park on Sept. 21, Sam Kuhn, who is running for the Green Party of Quebec 
in the Oct. 3 provincial election, suggests the party’s uncompromising platform may be the reason 
why the Greens don’t fare better in elections in Westmount–Saint-Louis. Photo: Martin C. Barry

Construction worker falls off 
ladder at 200 Lansdowne 
By Jennifer Ball 

First responders – a 
fire engine and para-
medics – were called to 
an active construction 
site in Westmount to 
attend to an injured 
construction worker. 
Work ers from Atwill 
Morin contractors, who 
specialize in masonry 
reconstruction, said that 
the man fell down the 
ladder on site into a pit 
and lost consciousness. 
Paramedics performed 
tests and a concussion 
protocol. The worksite 
is at 200 Lansdowne 
Ave. at St. Catherine St. 

A worker fell from this ladder into this pit on September 22 at 200 Lansdowne. 
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Patterson Webster launches Autobiography of a Garden 
As gardens have sky-rocketed in impor-

tance during the you-know-what-caused 
two-year close-down, glorious garden 
books have flourished. 

Patterson Webster just launched hers, 
Autobiography of a Garden, held at Galerie 
McClure of the Visual Arts Centre on Vic-
toria Ave. 

Renowned for her Glen Villa Art Garden, 
the 750-acre property she has been working 
on in North Hatley for the “past 25 years,” 
Patterson describes her journey. 

Gardening seems to run in the family. 

Former Westmounter Stuart Webster is an 
award-winning landscape designer and “is 
the son of my husband’s first cousin,” she 
clarified. 

Present from McGill-Queen’s Univer-
sity Press were Roy Ward and editor in 
chief Jonathan Crago. “Webster considers 
the impact made by those who lived on the 
land before her: the Abenaki, the early 
settlers, the cottagers, the farmers, the US 
southerners who came to Quebec to avoid 
the summer heat, and the northerners who 
defeated them in the Civil War.” 

With her engaging personality, the 
author describes personal anecdotes and 
takes readers through the thinking behind 
each part of the garden and the examples 
that guided her. 

What’s fun for all us gardeners to read 
about are the mishaps as well as successes. 
And of course, no description of a country 
garden is complete without a reference to 
how deer deplete the foliage. (In West-
mount, it’s slugs and squirrels, but I di-
gress.) 

The event attracted bib-

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Patterson Webster and Linda Leith. Jonathan Crago and Roy Ward.

Serving Westmount since 1959

“Travel is back” 
“Call us and live your dreams” 
345 Victoria Ave., Suite 301 

514-552-1552 
info@vcdtravel.com

Victoria LeBlanc and Helen Fortin.

continued on p. 22



Chez Doris night shelter opens 

On a chilly morning, Chez Doris inau-
gurated its new night shelter for vulnerable 
and homeless women. Chez Doris Day and 
Night, the organization’s fundraising cam-
paign, raised more than $15 million, allow-
ing the Chez Doris Foundation to convert, 
renovate and expand a row house. 

A major donation from Westmounter 
Andrew Harper, now deceased, allowed 
Chez Doris to purchase this building. Be-
noît Dorais, chair of the city of Montreal’s 
executive committee responsible for hous-
ing, real estate strategy and legal affairs, 
praised the project, for which the city of 
Montreal gave $1.88 million. 

The three-storey space, featuring elev-
ators, shining restored wooden floors and 
restored 150-year-old ceiling moldings, was 
cleverly reconfigured by architect Eric LeB-
lanc, CASA Architecture. 

The renovated 1870 building offers 22 
sleeping pods with ventilation, lighting and 
all-important WiFi. Pets are allowed thanks 
to a partnership with the Zarabella Foun-
dation. 

The overnight space is named the Els-
beth McConnell Shelter in honour of the 
late Elsbeth McConnell, philanthropist and 
founder of Doggone Foundation, one of 
the campaign’s major donors. Present 
from this foundation were Paul Marchand, 
executive director, and Susan Avon, 
trustee. 

The media launch and ribbon-cutting 
was hosted by Chez Doris executive direc-
tor Westmounter Marina Boulos-Winton. 

Present were Chez Doris Day and Night 
campaign co-chairs Elizabeth Wirth, presi-
dent, M.F. Wirth Rail Corp, and François 
Carrier, managing director and head in-
vestment banking, Desjardins Capital Mar-
kets, as well as Westmount mayor Chris-
tina Smith and Jennifer Maccarone, prov-
incial representative for Westmount-St. 

Louis; Vincent Lehouillier, president and 
director general CIUSSS du Centre-Sud-
de-l’Île-de-Montréal; and Chez Doris’ 
Manon Chevalier (communications com-
mittee chair); local res Jill Hugessen, 
(board member), Sylvie Girard (building 
committee chair), board chair Carole Cro-
teau, director finance and administration 
– real estate, TFI International Inc.; and 
Mélanie Allaire (vice president). 

Also noted were Yan Michaud, project 
manager Atelier Habitation Montréal 
(AHM); David Shragie, owner DASH con-
struction, and Eric LeBlanc, CASA Archi-

tecture. 
Celebrating 45 years, Chez Doris offers 

services and programs providing for 
women’s basic and immediate needs re-
lated to coping with homelessness, poverty, 
mental illness and/or addictions. Services 
include meals (breakfast, lunch and 
supper); access to showers; a clothing 
depot; telephone information, referral as-
sistance; and an Inuit assistance program, 
as well as other services and programs. 
Also supported by the fundraising cam-
paign is a permanent residence planned 
for 2023.
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liophiles and gardening fans alike. Blue 
Metropolis founder, publisher and writer 
Linda Leith was noted as were board 
member Visual Arts Centre and Fraser-
Hickson Institute Helen Fortin, and Vic-
toria LeBlanc, former director of the centre 
and curator at Victoria Hall. 

The Galerie McClure staff artist Hazel 
Thexton and Margarita Leal Parada wel-
comed arrivals, who admired the work of 
artist Douglas Scholes. After Patterson’s 
presentation, with a book under their arm, 
guests quickly grabbed a bite from a plate 
of crackers and cheese before departing 
into the still-sunny eve. Hazel Thexton and Margarita Leal Parada.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 21

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

From left, Manon Chevalier, Jill Hugessen, Mélanie Allaire, Carole Croteau and Sylvie Girard.

Carole Croteau, Paul Marchand, Elizabeth Wirth, Susan Avon, Benoit Dorais, François Carrier and Marina Boulos-Winton.
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

Town of Mount-Royal
212 LOCKHART AV.

Westmount
9 THORNHILL AV.

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6Scan me to know me!

Westmount Adjacent
4829 GROSVENOR AV.

6 4

$1,949,000

3

$3,195,000 $1,925,000

NEW
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