
City looking for new 
chief lawyer as Ferland departs 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A search is on for a new Westmount city 
clerk/director of legal services. This follows 
the departure some two weeks ago of 
Denis Ferland. He had held the position 
since January 2022 after the role had been 
vacant for four months. 

“He’s no longer employed by the city 
and we wish him all the best,” Mayor Chris-
tina Smith told the Independent. 

The departure of Ferland, listed on the 
agenda of the council meeting November 
6 as “Termination of employment,” leaves 
Westmount, which does not have an assis-
tant city clerk, shorthanded. At this time, 
the office also has a vacancy for an assistant 
to the city clerk for which a search is also 
under way. 

“Until a replacement for Ferland is 
hired, we are using the 
outside firms of Bélanger 

The city of Westmount and many residents marked Remembrance Day at the cenotaph in front of 
city hall on November 5. Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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Many venues, dates announced 

Public Security kicks off holiday 
food drive November 11-12 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Public Security will officially launch its 
annual holiday food drive this Saturday 
and Sunday, November 11-12 as the price 
of admission to the Artisans Westmount 
2023 event at Victoria Hall. 

Donations of non-perishable food and 
other essential items, or $2, at the door 
typically provides a good head start for the 
campaign, which is especially important 
this year given the scarcity and need for 
many food banks. Last year, a total of $1,675 
and five recycling bins of food and other 
products was raised through this event (see 
story November 22, 2022, p. 8). 

Announced last week by Public Security 
assistant director Kimberley Colquhoun, 
food bins will be put out at the main doors 
of Victoria Hall, city hall, Public Security, 
the Westmount Public Library and the 
Westmount recreation centre (WRC). The 
cash and food donations go toward the 
delivery of holiday baskets. 

Other non-perishable donations that 
“we love receiving,” she said, include tooth 
paste, tooth brushes, maple syrup, ketch -
up, soups, canned stews, pasta sauces, cer-
eals, honey, canned fruit, women’s sanitary 
products, hand creams, toilet paper, jams 
and peanut butter. 

On Tuesday, November 28, Public Sec -
urity officers will be collecting outside 
Metro on Victoria, for “fill the cruiser on 

Giving Tuesday,” followed the next day at 
Les 5 Saisons on Greene. Anyone prefer-
ring that the donated items be picked up 
at their door can make arrangements by 
calling 514.989.5367. 

“I receive a list of suggested recipients 
from the CLSC mid-November,” Colqu-
houn said. “Make a meal donation: pasta 
with a jar of sauce, pancake mix and maple 
syrup, cake mix and icing, soup and 
crackers.” 

Artisans Westmount 
to showcase handmade 
items November 11-12 
By Laureen Sweeney 

With the approach of the holiday gift-
giving season, it’s time again for the city’s 
Artisans Westmount arts and crafts event 
at Victoria Hall, Saturday and Sunday 
November 11-12 from 10:30 and to 5 pm. 

Beginning more than 20 years ago, the 
annual event typically ushers in the holiday 
season when more than 30 selected arti-
sans showcase their creations, billed as an 
opportunity to find one-of-a-kind gifts. 

According to event organizer Emily 
Gamble of the city’s Community Events 
division, most of the handmade items fall 
into the following categories of partici-
pants: woodworkers, weavers and hat mak -
ers along with those creating soaps and 
creams, “beautiful” stuffed bears, and 
macramé wall hangers. 

The event also launches Public Secur-
ity’s holiday food drive where donations of 
non-perishable food and other products or 
$2 cash are collected at the door as the 
price of admission (see above). 

Victoria Hall, she points out, is univer-
sally accessible from the east side of the 
building.
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Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom stands with our sister congregation in 

Jerusalem, Kol haNeshama, in working and praying to bring the hostages home.

On October 7, 2023, over 200 innocent Israeli Citizens were kidnapped from Israel to Gaza by Hamas terrorists.
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Westmount youth group profile 

Girl Guides make wreaths for Remembrance Day 

By Jennifer Ball 

The 66th Montreal Guides of the Girl 
Guides started in November 1931 at St. 
Matthias’ Anglican Church, just eight years 
before the start of World War II, and the 
current troop of 9- to 11-year-olds was mak-
ing wreaths to commemorate the event, 
along with other wars, for the upcoming 
Remembrance Day observance. 

The Girl Guides meet weekly at St. Mat-
thias on Church Hill and Côte St. Antoine. 

Adult volunteer Heather Barwick shared 
historical information about the “66th 
Montreal company of the Girl Guides” 
along with contemporary news. 

Barwick said the girls were making 
Remembrance wreaths on the evening of 
October 24. “We get a Christmas wreath 
and we have the Guides make the poppies 
out of fun foam. We put some [parapher-
nalia] on it to represent Guiding and I put 
a ribbon across it that says ‘Girl Guides of 
Canada’… 

“There is a purpose for this. They have 
been learning how to tie wreath knots so 
they are going to have to tie a wreath knot 
to secure the poppies.” 

Barwick hypothesized that Remem-
brance Day may not resonate with the girls 
in her troop because the wars were so long 
ago. 

It turned out, though, that four Girl 
Guides had information about the day that 
they were keen to share. They were Maya 
Tal and her twin sister Yael, Kyla Gad and 

Romy Garschagen. 
Gad is 10 years old. On the topic of the 

Remembrance Day observance, she said 
“We learnt about it in first grade, but before 
that I did not really know about it.” 

The appeal for her to come to St. Mat-
thias after school on Tuesdays was per-
sonal: “I like selling cookies and I really 
like coming here to see my friends and 
making new friends… 

Maya Tal and her twin sister Yael are 
nine-year-olds. Maya cut right through the 
chaff about the purpose of the day of ob -
servance: “Remembrance Day is to re -
mem ber!” while her sister elaborated with 
“It reminds us of the war and the people 
who died in it.” 

Nine-year-old Romy Garschagen want -
ed the record to reflect that she is really 
enjoying the activities. “This is my first 
year, but my sister was involved since 
Sparks. We moved here in 2016 from New 
Jersey… 

“I like to sell cookies because we get to 
go door to door… 

“Remembrance Day is a very important 
day for me because it makes me read the 
names of the people [who died in wars]. I 
have had two grandparents who have been 
in wars. My grandpa on my mum’s side 
was in the Vietnam War and my other 
grand pa, on my dad’s side … he was actual -
ly a baby during the Second World War. So, 
I know what war is.”

From left, standing: Kayla Watterston, Emilie Regimbal, Stephanie Kattan, Yael Tal, Maya Tal, with volunteers Dawn Coffey, Elizabeth Li and Heather 
Barwick; middle row: Kaie Woodward, Kyla Gad, Cordelia Saab, Chloe Sebaaly and Romy Garschagen; seated: Sophie Kattan, Tara Adoranti, Charlotte 
Schioler, Hannah Paule Whiston-Frigara. Anne Margareth, Magalhaes Oster, Magda Hesselink and Paige Wearing.

In Girl Guides, the age 
categories are as follows: 
Sparks (ages 5-6), 
Embers (ages 7-8) – the name was 
changed from Brownies in January, 
Guides (ages 9-11), 
Pathfinders (ages 12-14), 
Rangers (ages 15-17), 
Adults (ages 18+).

500 Claremont gets second extension of demo permit 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city’s Demolition Committee Octo -
ber 24 granted an extension of the demo-
lition permit for work at 500 Claremont, 
corner of Windsor. The meeting, which 
was not held live on YouTube, provided the 
second extension to the demolition work 
for which the permit was on the brink of 
expiring. 

While no attendees turned up at the 
hearing, Councillor Matt Aronson, who 
chaired the meeting as acting mayor, 
explained that it would not be in best inter-
ests of “anyone” to allow the project to 

remain in partial demolition. 
It had in itially been approved by city 

council in 2017. 
The slowdown in work resulted from 

the reality of current post-COVID construc-
tion business affecting the difficulty of 
obtaining supplies and workers, he ex -
plained. 

‘Lost our trades’ 

“We just lost our trade(s) in the spring 
and it took a long time to find a replace-
ment,” added developer Gideon Pollock of 
Groupe Forum. 

In a flyer pushed through the doors of 

some nearby residents a couple of weeks 
ago, property owners Groupe Forum stated 
that “With all necessary permits for our 
project, over the next 18-20 months, we will 
be completing the demolition… and under-
take the construction of a new six-storey 
building as well as the exterior landscap-
ing….so that work can be concluded by 
summer 2025.” 

Nearby Claremont resident Frank Phil-
pott said this was “good news. The neigh-
bours are getting fed up.” He had not 
known the permit meeting was taking 
place, he said. The legal notice appeared 
October 24, the day of the hearing. He said 

it now appeared to explain why activity had 
been stalled. 

During original work to convert the 
former century-old institutional building, 
it was discovered that deterioration of the 
fifth storey required its demolition. The 
work also requires removal of the back of 
the building for an addition. 

First presented in 2016, the project has 
survived two SCAOPI hearings for non-
conforming buildings, a referendum 
 registry, change of interior plans and a 
demolition hearing (see story May 28, 2019, 
p. 12) before this second request for further 
extension of the demo permit.



8 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – November 7, 2023

Applause for Shamie 
for staying municipal 

Lest the headline linger in the minds of 
readers (“Disappointed with Shamie on 
provincial matter,” October 31, p. 4), I would 
say that it is beyond the role of a municipal 
councillor to be expected to represent a con-
stituent in a civil dispute with a landlord or 
any other party. Mr. Shamie quite properly 
refused and indeed appears to have been 
very patient with the author of the letter in 
offering the advice that he did. 
Robert Cowling, de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

Let’s talk more about 
gerrymandering 

You October 24 issue was particularly 
thought provoking with your excellent 
guest columns. 

While I was moved by my old McGill 
classmate Andy Dodge’s article (p. 15) on 
the attack on McGill by the current Quebec 
government, I was particularly stimulated 
by the column (p. 13) by Sam Alison and 
John Bradley about gerrymandering in 
Quebec, which exposes the inconvenient 
truth that there is no real democratic rep-
resentation at the Quebec National Assem-
bly and that the system is particularly 
designed to keep rural Quebec in control 
of the government. 

In the US, issues of gerrymandering are 
considered regularly by the Supreme Court, 
yet in this country the subject is hardly 
mentioned. 

I would hope that Messrs. Allison and 
Bradley will continue to aggressively pub-
licize their very telling analysis of the elec-
toral system in Quebec. 

I have had conversations with former 
members of the National Assembly who 
described to me how representatives of 
rural ridings adamantly protect their privi-
leged position when it came to voting on 
the redistribution of seats, yet this subject 
receives almost no publicity in the press. 

So: all kudos to the Independent for pub-
lishing this column, but I hope it can be 
taken up by political parties, and other 
media. 

Michael Prupas, Grenville Ave. 

Allow 1 Wood residents 
access to their building 

This letter was sent to the Montreal police 
department and the city of Westmount two 
weeks ago without any response 

Our family and our entire building at 1 
Wood in Westmount have been more than 
inconvenienced by the demonstrations 
being held by Hamas supporters [in front 
of the Israeli consulate in Westmount 
Square]. 

During the demonstrations, we have 
been unable to leave or enter our building. 
I have just had hip replacement surgery 
and was forced to abandon my car and 
walk two blocks to get into my building 
through the service entrance. I then had 
to, in pain, return to get my car after the 

demonstration was over. 
During the last demonstration, the 

police had several cadets on bicycles allow-
ing Hamas protesters to cut through our 
(private property) back parking lot to get 
access to Wood and de Maisonneuve. 

There were also fireworks going off, 
which I’m sure are illegal besides the 
illegal protest and blaring speakers. 

May I suggest that these demonstra-
tions be held on St. Catherine St. Have the 
police put a couple of police cars and 
officers to block the entrance to Wood from 
St. Catherine St., leaving access to 1 Wood 
via de Maisonneuve. This would be 
immensely helpful to all the residents of 
the building. 

We are tired of being terrorized in West-
mount and appreciate the police protecting 
Westmount Square, but we would like our 
street back. 

Many thanks. 
P.S. The condition of the street in front 

of 1 Wood is an embarrassment to those 
of us who use it daily. 

Joseph Hecht, Wood Ave. 

Remembrance Day 
is November 11 

Regarding the piece on p. 9 in the 
October 24 issue, I’m trying to understand 
why the Remembrance Day ceremony at 
the Westmount cenotaph is held “tradi-
tionally on the Sunday before Remem-
brance Day…” 

I fully appreciate that the Royal Mon-
treal Regiment needs to be involved in the 
downtown Montreal service on the actual 
day, but is there any reason why the city 
should not hold its own ceremony at the 
Cenotaph at 11 am on November 11 i.e., at 
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 
eleventh month, regardless of the day of 
the week on which it falls? Inconvenient it 
may be, but then so it was for those who 
gave their lives which we’re commemorat-
ing. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, there 
will be a short ceremony at the cenotaph 
at 11 am on Saturday, November 11 to 
which anyone who is interested is invited. 

Wilfrid de Freitas, Kitchener Ave. 

Dangerous picnic tables 
in Westmount Park 

I send this photo of what’s left of a pic-
nic table, which made for a very dangerous 
situation and unpleasant experience that I 
had November 1. 

A friend and I went for a walk and chose 
to sit at a Westmount Park picnic table. 

This was what then happened as I sat 
down and had the table immediately col-
lapse on me. I was frazzled and sore. 

As seen the next day, children are still 

using these tables, which are immediately 
behind the one that collapsed. The public 
should be warned and Public Works needs 
to do something to correct or remove these 
tables. 
Richard Dabrusin, Westmount Square 

Editor’s note: Children’s faces have been 
obscured by the Independent. – DP
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Clarification: 
St. Stephen’s site not frozen 

In “City extends freeze on southeast 
development” (October 31, p. 1), we wrote 
that the currently dormant St. Stephen’s 
Church site on Dorchester at Atwater was 
“in the area.” While this is undoubtedly so, 
the site is not in the zone covered by the 
extended freeze, which only goes as far 
south as Dorchester. – DP

The St. Stephen’s site on October 20. 
Photo: Independent.
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quality used 
Book Sale 
Saturday & Sunday 
November 18 & 19 10 am – 4 pm 
Books for everyone at very low prices. 
Proceeds go towards purchasing new materials 
for the Westmount Public Library. 

Victoria Hall 4626 Sherbrooke W. 
Info 514 989-5299 or cemoneill@yahoo.com

Thank you for evidence – for the third 
edition in a row – that we can show to 
advertisers that people read the paper. 
It is important and we thank everyone 
for their time. David Price, editor 

* 
Essential part of 
Westmount 

Thank you for providing a public forum 
for discussion in the pages of the West-
mount Independent and for encouraging 
meaningful information sharing and dis-
cussion. 

The exchanges you promote foster com-
munity identity, interconnectedness, and 
solidarity. 

As citizens, we become more aware of 
a plurality of opinions, lived realities and 
causes when we read opinion pieces, edi-
torials and letters to the editor in the pages 
of our local newspaper. Such forums 
enhance our democracy in that they allow 
for civil dialogue and the healthy airing of 
ideas and differences. 

Whether providing information on 
municipal politics, acting as community 
champions, highlighting residents who are 
making a difference through their commu-
nity service or philanthropy, promoting 
local services and merchants, the journal-
ists of the Westmount Independent tell 
stories that would otherwise remain untold 
and that we need to hear. 

Its paper format and mail distribution 
are a gentle and welcome invitation to take 
notice, to become informed. 

I consider the Westmount Independent 

an essential part of the progressive, peace-
ful and welcoming city that I have lived in 
for the last 46 years and that I cherish. 

I am grateful to you and your team, 
David. Keep up the excellent work. 

Nicole Saltiel 

Read Independent 
for the columns 

I’m not a Westmounter, but as a bilin-
gual anglophone, the Independent is the 
only close-by local English paper I’m fam-
iliar with. Columns such as the one by 
Colin Standish (“Kill McGill: The final 
assault on English-language education in 
Quebec,” October 24, p. 14) are one reason 
why I enjoy reading this weekly paper. His 
ideas for promoting French are note-
worthy. I voted Liberal in the last election 
but his party may just get my vote in the 
next one. 

P.S. I also enjoyed reading Stephen 
Chin’s guest poem (October 3, p. 8). I have 
made many changes in my lifestyle over 
the years but after reading his poem, I see 
that I can possibly make a few more. 

Helen Dylla, Verdun 

Another appreciation poem 
Read the Westmount 
Independent! 
Paper-printed, 
It’s resplendent. 
Save it, readers, 
With your stamina, 
From the fate 
Of the Examiner! 

Marty Abell, downtown 

More Reader Appreciation RIP Lt. H. A. Lamb (1920-1944) 

Sears’ found World War II diary 
tells of a love that was cut short 
By Martin C. Barry 

While out shopping at an antique mar-
ket in Lachute when he was in his early 
twenties a few decades back, Chris Sears 
saw an old box that piqued his curiosity. 

In it, he found a leatherbound diary 
with a metal clasp and lock. 

With an asking price of just $1, he pur-
chased it, while thinking it was kind of sad 
that someone’s personal feelings and 
thoughts were up for grabs at such a low cost. 

As it turned out, the journal, dating 
from World War II, had belonged to Lieu-
tenant H. A. Lamb, who according to a 
written inscription inside, was a member 
of the 22nd Canadian Armoured Regi-
ment, otherwise known as the Grenadier 
Guards. 

As he read it, Sears came to realize it told 
a rather sad and tragic story about a soldier 
who went to the European front after leav-
ing from Camp Borden north of Toronto. 

“He gave the diary to his spouse for the 
second year,” Sears said in an interview 
with the Independent, explaining that the 
two mailed the volume to each other back 
and forth. “She wrote everything she was 
doing,” he said. 

By the third year, they had married. 
However, by the fourth year, he was 

miss ing in action. Eventually, Lieutenant 
Lamb was reported to have been killed in 
combat. 

What makes the journal all the more 
poignant is that his full name, Harry A. 
Lamb, can be found inscribed on memor-
ial plaques to war veterans that have been 

in place for generations in the lobby at Vic-
toria Hall, as well as at the war cenotaph 
near city hall on Sherbrooke St. 

The woman in question, who remarried 
some years after Lamb’s passing, was Jean 
Redpath, a descendant of the family that 
founded Canada’s first sugar refinery. 

“Harry missing,” states a May 30, 1944 
entry, written by Redpath. “Harry reported 
killed in action,” she continues on June 30, 
while adding, “May God keep his soul – I 
shall always love him – Here I stop this 
diary – The part of my life that really mat-
tered is now over.” 

According to the online Canadian 
 Virtual War Memorial, Lieutenant Harry 
Alvin Lamb died on May 24, 1944 at age 24. 
He was born in 1920 in London, Ontario 
and was the son of Thomas Charles and 
Doris Sabine Lamb. However, CVWM lists 
his military service as having been with the 
Calgary-based 14th Armoured Regiment. 

They also confirm he was the husband 
of Nursing Sister Jean Mary (née Redpath) 
Lamb, whom he married at St. Mary Ab -
bott’s Parish at Kensington, Middlesex, 
England on 9 October 1943, while both 
were stationed overseas. 

He is buried in Italy at the Cassino War 
Cemetery in the Commune of Cassino, 
Province of Frosinone, 139 kilometres 
south-east of Rome. 

See p. 1 for photo. 

Harry Lamb’s name on the cenotaph, below, and 
in Victoria Hall, above, as seen November 3. 

Photos: Independent.

Draft by-laws 1605, 1606 include treatment of charging stations 

Zoning by-law consultation 
held with little discussion 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Numerous proposed detailed changes 
to the city’s existing zoning By-law 1303 to 
be amended by draft By-law 1605 were 
presented at a public consultation meeting 
October 25 at city hall. These were accom-
panied by related modifications to existing 
By-law 1305 on Site Planning and Archi-
tectural Integration Programs (SPAIP) to 
be amended by draft By-law 1606. 

Attended by few, the meeting lasted 
only some 15 minutes despite the technical 
complexities. The zoning version 1605 
would be subject to the referendum pro-
cess with a proposed time of December 4 
for a second draft approval leading into 
“winter 2024” if required. 

In opening and chairing the meeting, 
Councillor Conrad Peart, as commissioner 
of urban planning, explained that both 
amended By-laws 1605 and 1606 were 
given notice of motion at the council meet-
ing September 18. These involved “mostly 
fine-tuning” and updating issues of “inter-
pretation, consistency and understanding.” 

The many changes appeared to mirror 
some of the minor exemptions that have 
been granted by the council over the past 
two years in response to porches and stairs 
encroaching only slightly on property lines, 
for example (see story August 17, 2021, p. 
1). They were, however, challenging to 
understand without having the existing 
versions for comparison. 

Among the changes in continued on p. 30



‘125 years of collections, programs and services’ 

Second in WHA series leading up to city’s library celebrations 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Leading up to the 125th anniversary of 
the Westmount Public Library in 2024, the 
second presentation October 19 of three 
lectures from the Westmount Historical 
Association (WHA) explored the growth of 
the library’s collection and programs since 
its start in 1899. 

Figures from the library’s first year 
show its first collection (printed books only 
at that time) grew quickly from 1,902 in 
1899, attributed in part to the vision of two 
early strong-willed chief librarians between 
the years 1901 and 1962. It was during this 
time that a separate children’s department 
and reference services were added to be 
followed by online collections (see tables). 

“The library moved with the times and 
technological advances,” said the first fea-
tured speaker, Peter McNally, retired Mc -
Gill professor in information studies. 

The early large growth, he noted, ap -
pear ed to coincide with the printed book 
collection in the children’s department. 

“The underlying message is that our 
success is embodied in our mission state-
ment of providing services to the citizens,” 
continued chief reference librarian Mai Jay, 

the second featured speaker. Jay will be 
marking her own service milestone of 45 
years in the library next year. 

First to connect to internet 

Not only was the Westmount library the 
first public municipal library in Quebec 
but it continued its trend as the first in 
Quebec to connect to the internet in 1994, 
she said. After this landmark, it began to 
quickly offer online access to books, maga-
zines, newspapers and numerous other 
features not reflected in the total numbers 
of printed books. 

It was in 2000 that a Friends of the 
Library group was formed, which now 
holds two quality book sales a year, the pre-
holiday one this year taking place Saturday 
and Sunday, November 18 and 19. 

Numerous children’s programs 

Speakers McNally and Jay were followed 
by children’s librarian Wendy Wayling, 
who traced the growth of programming in 

that department, listing many of the 
numerous programs it provides annually. 
These include the story hours, homework 
help, TD Summer Reading Club, the Cre-
ative Writing Competition and the intro-
duction of a special space devoted to teens 
and young adults. The annual Hallowe’en 
Extravaganza took place recently (see story 
October 31, p. 1). 

The evening was opened by chief pro-
gramming librarian Daniel Miguel de 
Luca, followed by the WHA’s Caroline 
Bres law who co-organized the lecture 
series, followed by WHA president Louise 
Carpentier and Anne-Marie Lacombe, 
director the Westmount Public Library and 
Community Events. 

The meeting attracted a total of some 
60 attendees who were treated to a table of 
sweets and beverages set up at the back of 
the Westmount Room, making it busier 
than at previous lectures. 

Table of early printed collection material 
1899-1930 showing the rapid impact resulting 

from the creation of the children’s collection. 
Year               Adult     Children’s           Total     Members 

1899           1,902                              1,902             694 
1905         38,414                            38,414          3,586 
1909         48,064                            48,064          3,160 
1914         40,014          18,839       58,883          6,090 
1919         72,170          18,740       90,910        10,580 
1930         85,374          30,955     116,329        10,000

From left, Wendy Wayling, Peter McNally and Mai Jay. Photo courtesy of Westmount Public Library.

Yearend results 2022 
Printed books 168,896 
Audiovisual documents 11,924 
Digital books 7,018 
Children’s collection 59,009 
Members 6,182 
Total loans (all documents) 235,016 
Digital loans 40,073 
Attendance at events 8,309 
Internet sessions 3,879
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514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 

Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

at www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Gestionnaire de maison disponible 
J’aimerais proposer mes services comme 
 locataire-gestionnaire d’une maison (appartement 
indépendant). Je peux assumer les  responsabilités 
suivantes: gestion du courrier, jardin automne-été, 
com mun ications fréquentes avec le ou la propriétaire 
si à l’extérieur, ou toute autre tâche connexe en lien 
avec la gestion de la propriété (contact avec des 
fournisseurs et/ou entrepreneurs). 

Property manager available 
I would like to propose my services as the tenant-
manager of a house (independent apartment). 
I can assume the following responsibilities: mail 
management, watering plants, gardening, frequent 
communication with the owners when they are away 
and any other tasks associated with the property, 
including supervising suppliers and workers. 

McArthur M. Dodard 
514 467 2330 | mdodard55@gmail.com

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Interior Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, efficient, reasonable rates 
and references provided Lucie 514-944-2763. 

Yard work 
Leaves and Snow shoveling (no driveway) 514-317-8595. 

Residential Housekeeping Services 
Damage insurance $2,000,000. Availability of one day per week 
starting now. Work by the day and not by the hour depending 
on the house and the tasks. Courtesy and Professionalism, 514-
290-1673 Marie. 

Seeking Ride to Boston 
Westmounter seeking ride to Boston, November 21 or 22. Family 
visit, American Thanksgiving. Return 26 or 27. Gas contribution. 
Contact Susan, rideshare123@protonmail.com. 

Seeking Employment 
Drained business analyst looking for a purposeful job. Bachelor's 
in anthropology and Master's in business strategy. Speak four 
languages and have amazing people skills. Suggestions? Please 
reach out at: pualacris@gmail.com. Thank you! 

Tires 
BMW mag snowtires – used 11⁄2 seasons. $600. call 450-242-
1187.
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Your legacy continues.  
We salute you.
Harry Shapiro (1915 – 2006)
World War II Veteran (RCAF Wing Commander DFC & BAR) 

Arthur Pervin, Ted Kalil, John Kalaydjian, Adrian Brown, 
Joel Raby, Lillian Jasinski, Samuel Yaffe, Maria Gentile, 
Jason Pinsky, Maria Astati, Pamela Marini, Gabriella 
Marsilii, Claudia Beattie and Nicole Fortin-Salhani

RBC Dominion Securities  
4th Floor, 1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal, QC

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

In loving memory of our very own Wing Commander.  
We remember you with admiration, love and appreciation.

Your success is our tradition for over 46 years. We understand your wealth is about 
more than money, so we put you and your loved ones at the heart of our work. As long-
standing members of the Montreal community, The Shapiro Group is excited to bring the 
best of RBC Dominion Securities to you. 

The Shapiro Group of RBC Dominion Securities



Ribbon cutting concludes $28.1-million expansion at St. Léon school 
By Martin C. Barry 

A ribbon-cutting was held at St. Léon 
school on Clarke Ave. on October 27 to 
mark the official completion of a $28.1-mil-
lion construction and renovation project 
involving the addition of a new wing and 
the refurbishment of the main building as 
well as the outdoor grounds. The addition 
has already been in use this school year. 

Among the invited dignitaries were 
Westmount mayor Christina Smith, West-
mount-St. Louis Liberal provincial legisla-
tor Jennifer Maccarone, and Centre de ser-
vices scolaire de Montréal executive-direc-
tor Isabelle Gélinas. 

It was the fifth enlargement the school 
had undergone since first being built in 
the first years of the 20th century. 

Before the expansion, the school build-
ing had a population of 620 students, with 
an additional 200 sent to an annex in St. 
Henri. According to a CSSM press release, 
St. Léon’s now has a total of 828 pre-school-
to-grade-six students and enough space for 
36 classes. 

Among the new facilities are rooms 
dedicated to the teaching of art and music, 
a children’s daycare, a multidisciplinary 
library, a multipurpose room, and a rooftop 
terrace with sweeping views on the third 

storey of the new building. 
In the school’s older main building, the 

administration offices have been refur-
bished and two kindergarten classrooms 
have been renovated and renewed. 

The gymnasium has also been reno-
vated and student lockers, lighting and ceil-
ings in hallways throughout the school 
have been replaced. New fire and intruder 
alarm systems, as well as new communi-

cations intercoms, have also been installed. 
The CSSM says the work was carried 

out with a focus on maximizing energy 
savings. Industrial heat pumps now pro-
vide heating and air conditioning. 

High-efficiency windows have been 
installed, along with LED lighting pro-
grammed to switch on or off with a motion 
detector system. Some of the older build-
ing’s exterior cladding has also been up -
graded to improve energy conservation. 

According to school principal Éric Dion, 
workers excavating for the new wing in the 
spring of 2021 uncovered some of the orig-
inal brickwork from one of the first build-
ings. 

A small pyramid made from 45 of the 
bricks (each with a certifying plaque) was 
set up on the stage in the school gym. They 
were to be handed out later for safekeeping 
in classrooms. 

Bonnie Auger, who lives on Kitchener 
Ave. next to the school, was among the 
neighbours who dropped by for the open-
ing and a tour of the facilities. 

She said that initially she and others 
were somewhat taken aback at the prospect 
of more than two years of construction 
work, although she felt it was for the best. 
“It was a lot to get something done,” said 
Auger.
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St. Léon elementary school on Clarke Ave. officially opened its new pavilion on October 27. It is 
located on the northwest corner of the campus, with access from Kitchener Ave.
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Founded in 2017, We
(Wellington-Altus) is t
company in Canada a
Companies  With mo

ellington-Altus Private Wealth Inc. 
 the top-rated* wealth advisory 
 and one of Canada’s Best Managed 
re than $25 billion in assets 

#1 Rated Investment Advisory Company*. 
Group is proud to have joined Canada’s 

Advisors, Simon Hale, the Hale Investment 
Led by one of Canada’s Top Wealth 

Companies. With more than $25 billion in assets 

Wellington-Altus is now serving high-net-worth clients 

the heart of Montréal’s downtown core.

*Investment Executive 2023 Brokerage Report Card

Hale Investment Group
Wellington-Altus Private Wealth

IBM Marathon Building
1250 René-Lévesque Boulevard West, Suite 4200
Montréal, QC  H3B 4W8

For more information visit haleinvestmentgroup.ca today.
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Could your hot flashes 
be causing global warming? 
The most common symptoms of (peri)menopause 

are: hot flashes, night sweats, irritability, mood 
swings, insomnia. In collaboration with your 

physician, we may be able to help you 
with personalized hormonotherapy. 

10-minute free consultation with this article.

5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 
Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com

G L E N D A  C A P L A N
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE BROKER

514.862.6950 

GLENDA.CAPLAN@THEAGENCYRE.COM

THE AGENCY MONTREAL REAL ESTATE AGENCY | AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED FRANCHISEE
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Pierre Mon Coiffeur marks 
its 65th birthday 

From left, Pierre Mon Coiffeur hairstylist Manon Lavoie, salon owner Josée Asselin and hairstylist 
Carolina Ruano are seen here on October 25 outside the St. Catherine St. hair and beauty salon 
that celebrated its 65th anniversary. 

By Martin C. Barry 

A St. Catherine St. hairdressing salon 
that evolved during well over a half-century 
into a beloved Westmount institution re -
cent ly celebrated its 65th anniversary. 

Located near the corner of Metcalfe Ave. 
and St. Catherine St., Pierre Mon Coiffeur 
was founded in September 1958 by the late 
Pierre Benoit. 

The salon was one of the first commer-
cial tenants to move into a storefront in the 
high-rise apartment building that had just 
been erected on the north side of St. Cath -
erine between Metcalfe Ave. and Kensing-
ton Ave. 

Josée Asselin has owned the salon for 

the past 38 years, although she’s worked 
there since 1982. 

A 65th anniversary celebration took 
place in the salon on the afternoon of Sep-
tember 18. More than 100 longtime cus-
tomers, acquaintances and friends drop -
ped by for refreshments and to share 
memories. 

Although Pierre Benoit was on hand for 
the 60th anniversary five years ago, he 
pass ed away nearly three years ago, accord-
ing to Asselin. 

“I would like to thank everybody who 
kept us going during all these years – our 
wonderful clients, many of whom have 
been with us for a good number of years,” 
added Asselin.
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1 MONTH FREE

1 MONTH FREE

ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE - REAL ESTATE AGENCY INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED / MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER

HALL OF FAME ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.)  NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE QUÉBEC 2018, 2017, 2016, 2015, 2012, 2011, 2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001

MYPAINT.CA  -  514 933 5888  -   

A SELECTION OF OUR LUXURY PROPERTIES

CRESCENT SUMMIT, WESTMOUNT

SUMPTUOUS HOUSE SURROUNDED BY GREENERY 

$4,995,000

A SELECTION OF OUR LUXURY RENTALS

JEAN-GIRARD STREET, VILLE-MARIE

1 MONTH FREE

$8,500 /month

AV. LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT

$6,750 /month

AV. CLARKE, WESTMOUNT

MAGNIFICENT FACADE | HIGH CEILINGS

AV. WESTMOUNT, WESTMOUNT

REDPATH-CRESCENT, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS | ENDLESS FLOOR SPACE | MAJESTIC ENTRANCE HALL

$12,500,000

$2,150,000

AV. OLD ORCHARD, NDG

RENOVATED COTTAGE I STEPS FROM MONKLAND

$2,295,000

AV. METCALFE, WESTMOUNT

SPACIOUS AND MAGNIFICENT TOWNHOUSE  |  4 LEVELS

$2,995,000

CH. DE LA CÔTE-ST-ANTOINE, WESTMOUNT

LUXURIOUS RESIDENCE  |  DOUBLE GARAGE

$1,995,000

AV. WESTMOUNT, WESTMOUNT

LIMITLESS POTENTIAL | SPACIOUS LIVING AREA

SEMI-DETACHED HOME | DOUBLE GARAGE

$8,950 /month

$8,950 /month

LUXURIOUS TOWNHOUSE | SUN-FILLED

$1,895,000

AV. MURRAY HILL, WESTMOUNT

SEMI-DETACHED HOME | LOVELY TERRACE

$1,895,000

AV. ARGYLE, WESTMOUNT

SEMI-DETACHED TOWNHOUSE I DOUBLE GARAGE

$1,790,000

AV. LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT

LUXURIOUS TOWNHOUSE | OPEN FLOOR PLAN

AV. CEDAR, VILLE-MARIE

THREE STOREY COTTAGE | BACKYARD

$1,795,000

$11,000 /month

ROSEMOUNT CRESCENT, WESTMOUNT

IDEAL LOCATION | TURN-KEY & WORRY-FREE

$7,250 /month

AV. LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT

BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED | AMAZING WOODWORK

LUXURIOUS TOWNHOUSE | OPEN FLOOR PLAN

1 MONTH FREE

$8,950 /month

AV. ROSLYN, WESTMOUNT

EXQUISITE DETACHED LUXURY HOUSE

AV. METCALFE, WESTMOUNT

$8,000 /month

SPACIOUS AND MAGNIFICENT TOWNHOUSE  |  4 LEVELS

1 MONTH FREE

AV. WESTMOUNT, WESTMOUNT

$8,995 /month

SEMI-DETACHED HOME | LARGE GARDEN 



May transfers: A month of pairs 

Note: The following article relates to the 
registration of deeds of sale for Westmount 
property in May 2023, gleaned from city and 
non-city sources. A list of sales can be found 
on p. 19. 

The month of May this year seems to 
have been a month of pairs in Westmount 
real estate, with two sales each on de Mai-
sonneuve Blvd. and The Boulevard, two 
more on Lansdowne Ave. and Lansdowne 
Ridge, and a pair of sales on Hillside Ave., 
though one was a condominium apart-
ment and the other a condominium town-
house. 

Five other sales closed during the month, 
including three houses, another condo and 
a share of an undivided triplex on St. Anto-
ine St. 

In fact, one of the “singleton” houses, 
599 Victoria Ave., claimed the highest price 
registered in the month as well as by far 
the highest mark-up over valuation. The 
house had been purchased in March 2021, 
for $1,625,000 and underwent two years of 
renovations before selling this May for 
$3,600,000, some 91 percent above the 
municipal valuation. One other “single-
ton,” at 1110 Greene Ave., marked the 
lowest price of the month, at $1,375,000. 

The second-lowest house price in May 
involved 577 Lansdowne Ave., where the 
price of $1,530,000 represented a mark-
down from municipal tax value of 17 per-
cent, but even lower was the 24 percent 
mark-down at 15 Lansdowne Ridge, which 
sold for $1,950,000 after being listed by 
agents for two years before it finally sold. 

Overall, nine single-family dwellings 
sold for a total $18,718,000 while holding a 
total evaluation of $16,985,100, thus an 
average 10.2 percent above valuation. 

The average price of $2,079,778 is the 
lowest monthly average since last August, 
but May represents the first month this 
year, among registrations, that the mark-
up/mark-down ratio has been positive (i.e. 
real estate is selling above valuation), so it 
might be a signal that the market will im -
prove going into the summer. 

All of the condominiums that sold in 
May were priced above evaluation. In clud -
ed in the group is 77 Hillside Ave., one of 
the townhouse-condos built on the land that 

once had hosted the Hillside Medical Centre 
at the corner of Metcalfe Ave. This is the first 
resale of any of the four townhouses, which 
came onto the market in 2021. 

The other sale registered in May 
involved a 28.5-percent share of a triplex 
on St. Antoine St., which brought the 
lowest price on the sales list, $367,500.
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Let’s Find Your Next Home! 
Your Expert in Real Estate 

Lori Schwartz 
Real Estate Broker

ACTION 
INC.

514 651-5235 
Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

Seniors: how can 
you tell if your in-
home care giver is
right for you?

Do they:
Listen to you?

438-700-9107 | gold-squad.com

Call us, we know 
OLD IS GOLD. Full senior 
care. PABs, in-home nursing, 
medical testing & more!

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

599 Victoria.

15 Lansdowne Ridge.

1110 Greene Ave.
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profusion.global
Profusion Immobilier Inc. • Real Estate Agency

514.603.9870
tbaer@profusion.global

TINA 
BAER
Real Estate Broker

627 Av. Murray Hill | Westmount | $ 2,100,000 4175 Rue Ste-Catherine O. | Westmount | $ 1,695,000

9 Av. Roxborough | Westmount | Price Upon Request
7+1 bedrooms | 6+4 bathrooms

540 Av. Roslyn | Westmount | $ 5,595,000

Our Other Unparalleled International Network

Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in May 2023 
Address                                                    Vendor                                                                                                                           Price                         2023 Val                     Ratio (±%) 

4476 de Maisonneuve                               Stephanie Retty                                                                                                       $1,665,000                      $1,716,500                               -3.0% 

4832 de Maisonneuve                               Luc Bedard & Manon Lalancette                                                                           $2,025,000                      $1,662,100                              21.8% 

1110 Greene                                              Bruno Marchildon & Aimée Bouzaglou                                                                $1,375,000                      $1,297,400                                6.0% 

577 Lansdowne                                         Mohammadreza Sadri                                                                                            $1,530,000                      $1,845,600                             -17.1% 

15 Lansdowne Ridge                                 Astrid Coulombe                                                                                                    $1,950,000                      $2,565,000                             -24.0% 

24 Somerville                                             Maryse Sauvé & David Gilmour                                                                            $2,300,000                      $1,813,000                              26.9% 

3230 The Boulevard                                  Oana-Maria Simien Niocolescu                                                                             $1,693,000                      $1,664,300                                1.7% 

3773 The Boulevard                                  Jie Pan                                                                                                                     $2,580,000                      $2,538,700                                1.6% 

599 Victoria                                               Kassandra Lazanis & Jeremy Laufer                                                                      $3,600,000                      $1,882,500                              91.2% 

CONDOMINIUMS 

11 Hillside #212                                        Robert William Ross & Sannifer Shun Ying Louie                                                   $655,000                         $623,200                                5.1% 

77 Hillside                                                 Gil Corber                                                                                                                $2,175,000                     $1,883,800¹                              15.5% 

4700 St. Catherine #706                           estate Richard George Esber                                                                                  $1,175,000                      $1,156,000                                1.6% 

OTHER 

3459-63 St. Antoine, 28.5%                      Jennifer Baiera                                                                                                           $367,500                        $345,933²                                6.2% 

¹Valuation is a combination of $1,784,300 for the townhouse, $99,500 for the two garage spaces. 

²Valuation is 28.5 percent of $1,213,800.
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Hallowe’en is forever 

Left photo, students at Selwyn House were amazed by the transformation of their dining hall into Hogwarts’. Right photo, from left, Keren Roberts, Wendy Wayling, Brett Purmal (in back), Brooke 
Bastien, Maerrin Dionne and Zoe Morin; front: Amber and Callie Purmal. The Purmals, including Sienna (not present), won the Westmount Public Library’s pumpkin-decorating contest in the family 
category. For a list of all the winners, see October 31, p. 20. Photos courtesy of Selwyn House and Lina Samoukova/Westmount Public Library.
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LESHERBROOKE.COM

INTRODUCING A

Neighbourhood
THAT RENDERS ALL COMPARISONS IMPOSSIBLE

*Prices and specifi cations are subject to change without notice. Contact a sales representative for full details. 
All illustrations are artist’s concept. E. & O. E.

Upscale Condominiums in the Golden Square Mile
Starting from the $400’s

Situated in the legendary Golden Square Mile, Le Sherbrooke boasts an address unlike 
any other. This picturesque and prestigious neighbourhood is steeped in history, once 
home to the nation’s leaders and magnates, with grand mansions and historical buildings 
lining the streets. Serving as an elegant threshold between the mountain and downtown 
Montreal, this unique district celebrates a vibrant culture.

Police Report 

Two cars and a house broken into 
By Martin C. Barry 

Although two vehicles and a house were 
broken into last week in Westmount, the 
perpetrators left empty-handed in two out 
of the three incidents. 

In the first incident, around 1:40 am on 
October 29, two suspects were seen in later 
camera footage going from car to car on 
Thornhill Ave. a block north of Côte St. 
Antoine Rd. attempting to open the doors. 

As luck had it, they came upon a car that 
was open. “But they didn’t steal anything 
because there was nothing valuable in -
side,” said Cst. Mike Yigit, Station 12’s com-
munity relations officer. 

He said access to the images, recorded 
by a nearby security system, was granted 
to police investigators, who will be analyz-
ing them before deciding on further action. 

There was another car break-in last 
week, this time during the night from 
October 31 to November 1. The owner re -
ported parking the vehicle on Summit 
Circle around 11 pm, only to find it missing 
at 7 am the next day. 

Passports stolen from car 

However, the suspects stole three pass-

ports they found in the car. According to 
Cst. Yigit, the police follow a special proto-
col when dealing with the theft of sensitive 
personal documents like these. 

“Normally what happens is that when 
they report this to us, we cancel the pass-
ports so that they’re no longer valid,” he 
said, noting that the police immediately 
notify federal government authorities. 

House break-in 

Finally, one household break-in was 
reported last week. 

Around 9:30 pm on October 31, the 
owners of a house on Rosemount Ave. 
near the corner of Sherbrooke St. received 
a smartphone notification from their home 
alarm system that an intrusion was under 
way. 

According to the incident report, the 
couple returned to the house where they 
found a side window had been forced 
open. As well, it was evident that someone 
had been inside, although they concluded 
that nothing had been stolen. 

Cst. Yigit speculated that the sound of 
the alarm after it was triggered may have 
frightened the perpetrators enough to leave 
before the owners or police turned up.
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Shaar’s choir supports Magen David Adom at Shaare 
By Jennifer Ball 

Cantor Gideon Zelermyer of West-
mount’s Shaar Hasomayim believes that 
despite the fact that Israel and Hamas are 
now gripped in a war, the Jewish aish tamid 
or eternal flame still symbolizes the eternal 
hope and the eternal resolve of the Jewish 
community. 

On October 26, there was a concert to 
raise money to support the Canadian divi-
sion of Magen David Adom (CMDA). The 
event was held at the Shaare Zion Beth-Eli 
congregation at 5575 Côte St. Luc Rd. just 
west of Decarie and proceeds were going 
to go towards purchasing paramedic life-
saving equipment such as defibrillators, 
emergency suction pumps, emergency 
respiratory pumps and, for those with 
deeper pockets, an ambulance. 

Zelermyer was on site with Westmount’s 
Shaar Hashomayim choir. The Shaar is 
located on the corner of Côte St. Antoine 
and Kensington Ave. in Westmount. 

“We have all seen what is happening in 
our own city,” he said. “We are all online 
and we all see the hate. I would like to draw 

everyone’s attention to the light right above 
the arc – the aish tamid, the eternal flame, 
symbolizing the eternity of Jewish people, 
the eternity of our hope, the eternity of our 
state of Israel, the eternity of our resolve. 
That is what the aish tamid is. We will 
shine forever.” 

The event was organized quickly after 
the attack on Israel by Hamas on October 
7 and was very well attended. 

Stephanie Finkelstein, Milena Kartow -
ski-Aiach and David Peterman were the 
planners. 

Peterman said: “I wish we did not have 
to do this, but on October 7, a day that will 
be forever be etched in our collective mem-
ory, Israel and the Jewish people witnessed 
the biggest loss of life since the Holocaust 
and worst of all on October 7, the world 
was silent… 

“Yes, there were those that spoke out 
and, from the depths of our hearts, know 
that we appreciate you.” 

The incoming president of CMDA is 
Arlene Madir Abitan and she was in atten-
dance. 

Since 1976, CMDA has been the sole 
authorized fundraising organization in 
Canada dedicated to supplying ambu-
lances, medical equipment, supplies and 

blood-testing kits to support the life saving 
efforts of Magen David Adom (MDA) in 
Israel. 

With its head of operations in Montreal 
and supporting chapters across the country, 
CMDA’s commitment to this cause runs 
deep with over 14,000 highly trained vol-
unteers and a permanent staff of full-time 
professionals. 

Abitan said that “MDA is Israel’s first 

response to emergency: disaster, terrorist 
attack, and the one to provide ambulance 
services… 

“MDA works on the front lines with the 
Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) and has al -
ways been very special to Israel and now 
in time of war, even more so. They were 
the first one to get the call when the atroc-
ities were committed and they then relayed 
these atrocities to the IDF.” 

Musical performances included Adam 
Tal, students of the Solomon Schechter 
academy and Tevet Sela.
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RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

From left: event organizers Milena Kartowski-Aiach, Stephanie Finkelstein and David Peterman.

Cantor Gideon Zelermyer.
Arlene Madir Abitan, the incoming president of 
CMDA.
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Part 1 of 2: Sorting 

Visit to Lachine recycling facility ‘sells’ out 

By Ralph Thompson 

Westmount Public Works organized a 
visit to the sorting facility that handles 
Westmount’s blue box material October 
23. 

The visit generated a lot of interest, but 
the number of visitors to the centre is 
limited to groups of 40, according to Julie 
Lagiorgia, environment technician. The 
city had to turn away some applicants but 
is considering a second visit. 

Westmount is responsible for recycling 
pick-up and the Montreal agglomeration 
(i.e. Montreal plus the 15 demerged cities) 

manages the rest. The sorting facility in 
Lachine is owned by the city of Montreal. 
It started operations in 2019 and incorpor-
ates some high-tech equipment. 

The operations have been managed by 
Société VIA since October 2022. It is  a not-
for-profit entity that employs a significant 
number of people with disabilities. Neither 
Montreal nor VIA were able to disclose the 
operating budget, simply saying it varies 
with the sale of sorted material. 

15-20 percent to landfill 

VIA has 150 employees at the Lachine 
operation working two shifts and handling 

around 300 tons (40 to 80 trucks) of 
material daily. However, 15 percent to 20 
percent of that eventually goes to landfill. 

Société VIA sorts and separates the 
waste in a large, completely enclosed build-
ing. Once sorted, VIA then contracts with 
other companies that specialize in process-
ing either glass, cardboard, paper, metal or 
rigid plastic material. 

Soft plastics not recycled 

Soft plastics are not easily handled 
according to VIA so sadly all plastic bags 
including the blue recycling bags end up 
in landfill. 

Coincidentally, one Westmounter a -
mong st the visiting group has a company 
that uses 20-percent recycled soft plastic 
in the manufacture of bags he makes for 
the food industry. He can only use food-
quality recycled plastic in his manufactur-
ing process and would like to see this avail-
able locally. VIA commented that sadly 
industries don’t communicate well and 
could do a better job. 

VIA clarified that the demand, and hence 
the value of specific recycled materials, 
changes significantly with time. At one 
point, some sorted material had no value, 
but recently the number of buyers has 
picked up. 

Awareness is evolving and new com-
panies are emerging in Quebec to process 
these products. Recent TV documentaries 
and news about dirty material being 
rejected by China are misleading, said VIA 

representative Maime Moisan. This was 
one errant company, according to her. 

Presently, most of VIA’s output is sent 
to companies locally, mainly in Quebec, 
but 80 percent of mixed paper is exported 
to India and 20 percent is processed in 
Quebec and 100 percent of other materials 
are processed in Quebec, Ontario or the 
USA. This includes plastics, metal, glass, 
cardboard and the remaining 20 percent 
of mixed paper. 

Nespresso drinkers will be pleased to 
know their green bags of spent capsules 
are separated and marked for recycling. 

Clean material helps workers 

Although clean material is preferred, 
soiled paper, glass and plastic are not a 
problem for the buyers. Unfortunately, 
dirty material makes it unpleasant for the 
workers who are manually sorting the 
material and are already coping with a 
dusty, noisy working environment. 

Visitors were asked not to photograph 
the staff, but the initial part of the multi-
layered sorting process involves people 
standing beside a fast-moving conveyer 
belt, snatching metal, glass, plastic or unac-
ceptable items, and dropping them into the 
appropriate chute to other conveyer belts 
flying along on the floor below. 

Wet material is an issue 

Wet material does pose a problem for 
the sorting process because material gets 
stuck together, especially in winter, and is 

As a truck disgorges its load of recycling at the start of sorting, rejected waste (foreground) piles 
up, ready to be taken to landfill.

A contractor deposits a load of recyclable waste, which will be quickly swept up onto conveyer belts 
to start the sorting process.
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harder to separate. Although some parts 
of the process are manual, other phases 
use high-tech mechanical or optical scan-
ning including grouping different plastic 
types. A covered blue bin would be the best 
container for curb-side pick-up to keep 
everything dry. 

The city is looking at possible alter-
natives to our old blue boxes. Neatly stuff-
ing paper inside plastic bags complicates 
the separation. These should be split up. 

Metal and plastic containers, jars and 
bottles should be clean and dry, and labels 
removed if possible. Only five things 
should go in the blue box; metal, plastic, 
glass, paper and cardboard. C’est tout, the 
rest is trash. 

At the end of the process, VIA produces 
hundreds of bales a day of compressed 
metal, rigid plastic, paper and cardboard 
ready to be picked up for further process-
ing by other organizations. 

Not wanted 

Material that should not be placed in the 
recycling bins include clothing, elec-

tronics, Styrofoam, plastic wrap, batteries 
(LIPO batteries can cause fires), car parts, 
furniture and construction material. Resi-
dents need to find the nearest eco-centre 
for these items. 

For details on what should and should 
not be placed in the blue boxes, see the city 
website under the Environment tab: 

westmount.org/en/environment/man-
agement-of-residual-materials/recycling/ 

Lots of questions 

The visit ended with lots of questions 
for Société VIA from Westmount resi-
dents. 

The visiting group included several city 
representatives, including councillors 
Mary Gallery, Conrad Peart and Elisabeth 
Roux; Robert Talarico, director of Public 
Works; Patricia Racette, department head, 
environment; and Julie Lagiorgia, environ-
ment technician. 

Follow-up questions from the Indepen-
dent were answered by Camille Bégin, 
direction des relations de presse, Ville de 
Montréal.

Compressed bales of paper are transported towards the warehouse.

◀Material is fed by a vast labyrinth of conveyer belts to people who manually sort it and to auto-
mated mechanical and optical separators.
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Eric Luu, LL.B., B.C.L., MTAX 
Tax Lawyer – Income Tax, GST & QST 
Barreau du Québec, Law Society of Ontario 

Audit, Dispute Resolution, Litigation, 
Taxpayer Relief, Voluntary Disclosure (VDP) 

514 503-7719 
info@hkltax.com 

https://hkltax.com 
1434 Sainte-Catherine West 
Unit 200, Montreal, QC H3G 1R4

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Discovered as ‘junk’ was being tossed 

Hurtubise photographs capture late 19th Westmount, Montreal 
By Jennifer Ball 

Portraits of the ascending French Cana-
dian middle class of the late 19th century, 
in their bonnets and waistcoats, can be 
viewed currently at the Gallery at Victoria 
Hall. 

Hurtubise House, located at 561 Côte 
St. Antoine Rd. on the corner of Victoria 
Ave., is the oldest house in the city of West-
mount. Six generations of the Hurtubise 
family lived in the house and the very last 
of the homeowners – who never married 
nor sired children – died in 1955. 

He was Dr. Léopold Hurtubise and as a 
young man he bought his “Premo” folding 
box camera that captured the images that 
bedeck the walls of the gallery. It is also on 
display. 

Over a century later, the Canadian Heri-
tage of Quebec (CHQ) still had roughly 300 
glass negatives he produced with it, 
although “only 210 were serviceable,” 
Pierre Albert Sevigny said about the trove. 

Sevigny is a journalist and Hurtubise 
House collaborator who curated the 
exhibition. He was on site on October 20 
to give the Independent a tour. 

The fountainhead was the discovery of 

glass plate negatives in 2019. Sevigny and 
others had been corralled by the executive 
director of the CHQ, Jacques Archambault, 
to sort and clear out some items at the Hur-
tubise House property. 

“It was junk,” Sevigny appraised. “…so 
crash, bang, boom things are getting thrown 
down, and everybody’s having a good time, 
and then we noticed a box – one that was 

very carefully put away under the eaves, so 
that it was secure and safe from rain… 

“Basically, I picked it up and it was 
heavy…and my antenna went up. Wow, 
something’s going on here, so we pulled it 
out and opened it up, and immediately saw 
it was glass plate negatives. I knew they 
were from 1880 but before 1900, before 
[glass plate negatives were phased out as a 
medium] and I saw right away that there 
was huge potential.” 

The collection was digitized so they 
have positive copies and by doing that they 
will be around for longer. “We saved them,” 
Sevigny adjudged. 

To be able to select 32 photos from 210 
for the special exhibition, Sevigny said the 
work must “speak to you. If there is a con-
versation, I’m listening and that was the 
bottom line from a curatorial perspective. 

“One thing that you do see is a consist-
ent and cohesive family, and much can be 
said about the multitudes of French-Cana-
dian families and anglo families, because 
we are all immigrants.” 

The subject of the photos includes tra-
ditional holiday photos, scenes of Mon-
treal, as well as the desolation that followed 
the 1901 fire at the Chamber of Commerce. 

The entire Hurtubise archive – of which 
these photographs are but a part – docu-
ments the history of a property under 
single-family ownership for 260 years. 

Following Louis Hurtubise, who first 
acquired the family’s land from the Sulpi-
cians back in 1699, successive generations 
continued to work the property that would 
become a large part of the city of West-
mount. 

The house itself dates to 1739 and Louis’ 
son Jean. 

The exhibit runs until November 13. 
◀Dr. Léopold Hurtubise’s 

“Premo” folding box camera. 
▶A man in bowler hat. 

All photos taken October 24.

The poster for the Dr. Léopold Hurtubise’s 
photo graphs.



Yogi, for love 

Yes, adorable Yogi was taken out of a 
high-kill shelter by the caring volunteers 
at Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions, where he 
was left because of a no-pet clause in his 
owner’s lease. 

This stunning Yorkshire terrier is pres-
ently in a foster home, and this family 
reports that he is loving and cuddling to 
all. He is a kind and gentle little fellow, 
enjoying his walks and socializing. He is 
energetic outdoors and perfect on leash. 
He could be in a home with another little 
dog as he is friendly and companionable. 
He enjoys the company of children but, 
because of his tiny size, with children 10 
years and older. 

It would be best for him to be in a 
detached home with a fenced backyard for 
outings and play time. 

Yogi is about eight years old and a grand 
eight pounds. He is very healthy, up to date 
with his inoculations, neutered and micro-
chipped. For more information on sweet 
Yogi, please refer to the Gerdy’s Rescues 

& Adoptions website at www.gerdysres-
cue.org, their Facebook link or email them 
to enquire at info@gerdysrescue.org. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne
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www.foyerlambert.com 
514.484.0646 
info@foyerlambert.com 

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM AT 
9631 rue Clement, Lasalle H8R 4B4

Enhance the beauty and value of 
your home with an elegant fireplace

COZY AMBIANCE THAT MAKES 
A HOUSE A HOME…

Miss Sassy 

Quite the stunner, Miss Sassy. She is a 
beautiful black domestic longhair with 
incredible gold-tone eyes. 

She is presently at the Montreal SPCA 
cattery, waiting for caring hearts to take her 
home as soon as possible. The SPCA is 
full, very full, of cats and kittens in need, 
and it would be wonderful if Sassy could 
have a home with a family in our neigh-
bourhood. 

She is five years old, very healthy, up to 
date with her inoculations, spayed and 
microchipped. 

Please refer to the Montreal SPCA web-
site at www.spca.com, scroll to Sassy’s 
information page by her identification 
number, 2000048694, then plan your visit 
to meet with the adoption counsellors. 

The shelter is open every day as of 10 
am and it is located at 5215 Jean Talon St. 
West in Côte des Neiges, H4P 1X4. Please 
bring a carrier for Sassy or you can choose 
one from the selection at the accessories 
boutique onsite. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

Dog Walker 
Rain or Shine 
Call Tom: 
514 865-1360 
email: tomgsimon36 

@gmail.com 

 @dogwalker 
_rain_or_shine
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yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

SUD OUEST | 75 ROSE DE LIMA 
Unique multi storey condo designed by 
well known architect, Daniel Pearl. Steps 
from Atwater Market and the Lachine Canal, 
every floor was designed to offer as much 
sunlight as possible. Space includes 
3 bedrooms, 2 en-suite bathrooms, 
a powder room and 2 terraces. A definite 
MUST – SEE!!!!! MLS 16869465 $1,349,000

Patched! 

Protruding rebar on this Grosvenor-above-Sherbrooke sidewalk has been covered with asphalt 
since it was photographed August 29 (inset), as seen November 1. Photos: Independent.
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Remembering Bruce Stavert, ‘Westmount’s archbishop’ 

Former Westmounter Archibishop 
Alexander Bruce Stavert passed away this 
September. 

For 20 years, he served as the Anglican 
Church of Canada’s Quebec diocese 
bishop. Stavert also served as chaplain at 
Bishop’s University and Trinity College, 
and as dean and rector of St. Alban’s Cathe-
dral, Prince Albert, in the Diocese of Sas-
katchewan. From 2004-2009, he served as 
the twenty-first Metropolitan of the Ecclesi-
astical Province of Canada. 

On a regular summer basis, he was 
associated with the Anglican church in 
Murray Bay. 

Archbishop Stavert was renowned for 
his commitment to ecumenical relations, 
and his long-standing friendship with the 
Naskapi nation of Kawawachikamach, 
where he served as a newly ordained priest 
in the 1960s. 

There, he was a much-loved member of 
the community, helping children with 

their homework and giving them a lift in 
his yellow Volkswagen Beetle if they miss -
ed the bus. 

The archibishop had a fun side and his 
friends greatly enjoyed his sense of 
humour. Along with his intellectual apti-
tude, he loved skiing – both downhill and 
cross-country – and sailing. 

During his retirement in Hudson, he 
still continued to be active in the ministry, 
often assisting bishops and acting as hon-
orary assistant at his childhood home 
church of St. Matthias in Westmount, 
where he was baptized and confirmed. 

His celebration of life service was held 
at St. Matthias on October 28. Funeral ser-
vices were held at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Trinity in Quebec City on September 30. 

Stavert is survived by his wife Diana, 
their children Kathleen (Gabriel), Rosa-
mond (Michael) and Timothy, and their 
grandchildren Miakim and Hendrick. 
◀Archibishop Alexander Bruce Stavert, photo 

taken at book signing on the 150th anniversary 
of the Anglican church in Murray Bay, Charle-
voix. 

Mea Culpa 
The caption on p. 14 of last week’s col-

umn should have read: Muneeb Khalid 
and Karen McCurry. Apologies! – VR.

City Views 

Veronica Redgrave
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Remembrance Day is 
Saturday, November 11th 

For those who believe that 
Remembrance Day 

should be observed at 
the eleventh hour of 
the eleventh day of 

the eleventh month, 
there will be an 

unofficial gathering 
at 11 a.m. at the 

Westmount Cenotaph 
on Saturday, 

November 11th. 
All are welcome. 

Catherine Duff Caron 
de Maisonneuve Blvd.W.



Business impact of protests at Israeli consulate 
‘equivalent to pandemic’ 
By Jennifer Ball 

The Montreal police is concerned with 
public safety and has recently locked down 
Westmount Square to pedestrians and 
vehicles in advance of and during protests 
over the war between Israel and Hamas. 
These actions have impacted local res-
taurateurs in ways that echo COVID lock-
downs, they say. 

The surprise attack on Israel by Hamas 
on October 7 has had a ripple effect some 
5,500 miles away, as protestors on both 
sides of the war have gathered at the Israeli 
consulate, located at 1 Westmount Sq. on 
the corner of Wood Ave. and St. Catherine 
St., to broadcast their messages (see 
October 17, p. 8 & 9). To the Independent’s 
knowledge, there have been several pro-
Palestine protests and one pro-Israel one 
since October 7. 

Anthony Gentile, the owner of Café 
Gentile Westmount and Gentile pizza par-
lour on St. Catherine St. east of Greene, 
said, “The bottom line is, is that it’s crazy 
what’s happening and it’s sad for both 
sides. At the end of the day, it is having a 
big effect on our businesses… 

“If we start the night, let’s say with ‘X’ 

number of reservations, we are going to 
have at least 30 to 40 cancellations.” 

Gentile said his take-out business can-
not operate either on the days of the pro-
tests: “Drivers cannot get to the restaurant 
to pick up the food because the roads are 
blocked… 

“So that really puts a dampener on our 
take-out business as well. The customer at 
home is getting their order much later 
because the driver cannot get in or get out 
at an efficient time.” 

A restaurateur – whose establishment 
is not far from where protestors fill the 
crossing of St. Catherine St. and Wood Ave. 
and who preferred to remain anonymous 
– said, “I would say it would be equivalent 
to the pandemic, where you are operating 
your business with the same amount of 
effort, but with a higher amount of stress… 

“It is a continuation of the emotions 
we’ve had over the past four years, in terms 
of financials. You’re losing almost six fig-
ures every time there’s a big protest, due 
to a high number of cancellations.” 

Sebastien and Santiago Torres are 
brothers and co-owners of Hogar Mexican 
Steakhouse, which is located near the corn -
er of Gladstone Ave. and St. Catherine St. 
They opened June 6. 

They said they grew up in a restaurant 
and that it is a family affair. But making a 
favourable impression on clients with their 
lunch and their dinner service is top of 
mind as they try to grow their business. 
Making a great impression has been 
harder due to recent tensions. 

Sebastien said, “If people cannot reach 
us, if they cannot come in, we cannot do 
business. We just suffer the consequences 
of the lockdown.” 

Santiago said, “In this industry, we need 
to be prepared for anything. We do not 
know if we are going to have 100 clients on 
any given night or 20, so we have to pre-
pare for the worst and the best… 

“Obviously, we are in a prime location 
in the city so we are paying a high rent. We 
need to explode every single day and be 
profitable. When we get zero notice that 
something is happening [it is a problem].” 

Sebastien said the only time they were 
notified by the police was for a night pro-
test for Saturday, October 28. “They did let 
us know and we did prepare. Nobody 
came. There was no protest.”
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Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W

Snuff Bottles

zoning By-law 1605 were those regarding 
pools, temporary signage, indoor floor areas 
and vegetated surfaces around driveways as 
well as charging stations for electrical vehicles 
that could prove especially problematical to 
residents of many smaller properties. 

The relatively brief meeting resulted in 
part because the presentation was un usual -
ly presented in French only without a usual 
accompanying English translation es -
pecial ly given the technical complexities. 

It was announced at the start of the 
meeting, however, that an English version 
would be presented on the city’s website 
the next day though this could not be easily 
found for yet another. The link is: west
mount.org/en/public-consultation-on-
draft-by-laws-1605-and-1606/.

Zoning by-law, cont’d from p. 9

Sauvé and IMK,” Mayor Smith said. As a 
result, much of this work is also left to the 
city’s director general, Julie Mandeville as 
“substitute city clerk.” 

The role of city clerk/director of legal 
services, is listed on the city’s website as 
paying a salary of $123,793 to $154,741. A 
vital component of the city’s operation, 
numerous responsibilities include the 
preparation of council meetings, legal 
opinions, protection of city archives and 
documents, and work as secretary of the 
corporation as well as that of a returning 
officer during an election.

City lawyer, cont’d from p. 1

Seniors: how can 
you tell if your in-
home care giver is
right for you?

Do they:
Respect you?

438-700-9107 | gold-squad.com

Call us, we know 
OLD IS GOLD. Full senior 
care. PABs, in-home nursing, 
medical testing & more!
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6Scan me to know me!

$6,750,000

Westmount
1 WOOD AV. PH1

Golden Square Mile
1415 AV. DES PINS W., APT. 203B

Old Montreal
60 RUE DE BRÉSOLES, APT. 320

3911 sf.3

$2,095,000 / $8,900 MONTH

Westmount
102 COLUMBIA AV.

$1,495,000

NEW NEW

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 701

Westmount
3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 718

$1,125,000 $895,000

INCREDIBLE
VIEWS

2 3+1 1 1 1

$845,000

NEW
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 LAC-BROME AREA. BREATHTAKINGLY BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY HOME

Exquisitely renovated, and superb in every detail, inside and out. 3.2 acres of professional 

landscaping, pool and poolhouse. 2-car garage    $2,200,000*

LAC TROUSERS IN THE EASTERN TOWNSHIPS

Spectacular country estate on 100 acres. For a privileged few, a rare opportunity to acquire 

the ultimate in country living, designed and built without compromise  •  $6,898,000

B R I A N  D U TC H E D O UA R D  G A M AC H E
Residential Real Estate Broker & Advisor

NEW LISTING
$2,195,000

Brian Dutch  Edouard Gamache


