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Hockey finals moved to other rinks 

3-day blue-collar strike shuts
down activities at WRC
By Laureen Sweeney 

The latest three-day strike by the city’s 
blue collar workers March 14, 15 and 16 
closed Sports and Recreation activities at 
the Westmount recreation centre (WRC), 
but none of its programs were affected at 
Victoria Hall, said department director 
Dave Lapointe. 

During the closure of the Westmount 
rinks, the hockey playoffs that had been 
scheduled to play in Westmount were 
moved to Lachine and St. Laurent, said 
WRC operations manager Andrew Mais-
lin, who was organizing the playoffs being 
hosted by Westmount. “Our partners pick -
ed up to help out. Offers had come from 

others as well.” 
The strike also shut down the conser-

vatory and greenhouses as well as the Gal-
lery (after 5 pm) at Victoria Hall and gar-
bage collection in the parks and other areas 
where this is not handled by independent 
contractors. 

Regular curbside service for residences 
was not affected. 

The workers belong to local 301 of the 
Canadian Union of Public Employees 
CUPE (Syndicat des cols bleus regroupés 
de Montréal SCFP) some of whom had 
attended the city council meeting February 
6 to air their grievances (see story February 
14, p. 1). They have been 
without a collective agree- continued on p. 9

Westmount cannon début at St. Patrick’s parade 

This contingent at Montreal’s St. Patrick’s Day parade, held March 19, included a group of Ukrainian 
refugees, the city of Westmount’s two restored 1810 cannon, cadets from the 2nd Field Artillery 
Regiment, and Westmount Battery president and former city councillor Patrick Martin, at right. The 
battery is a volunteer organization of re-enactors and preservationists. It is the first time that the 
Westmount cannon have taken part in the parade (see March 14, p. 1). “We will be honouring them,” 
Martin had said beforehand about the participation of the refugees. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Spotlight on Real Estate after p. 8Dorchester/Weredale tunnel/dispute continues, p. SL-14

+1 514 953 9808

marie@mariesicotte.com

mariesicotte.com

Westmount-Square
3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1414

Marie Sicotte

Real Estate Broker

2+1 2385 sf2

Scan me to know me!

$2,595,000

Spring work to start 

Playing fields to be maintained 
by last year’s contractor 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The annual maintenance of West-
mount’s playing fields is expected to get 
under way with spring care now that the 
contract was approved by city council 
March 6. Won again by Pelouse Santé for 
a maximum of $92,522 including tax 
credits, it was described as the lowest con-
forming bidder. 

This involves the fields at King George 
(Murray) Park, the Westmount Athletic 
Grounds (WAG) and all the fields in West-
mount Park along Academy Rd. and Mel-
ville Ave., according to Andrew Maislin, 
operations manager for the Westmount 
recreation centre. 

While regular work is carried out by city 
workers over the summer, 
the “heavier” aspects such continued on p. 3
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‘Real estate’ includes retail! 

Dodge on February sales: 
Selling under 
municipal valuation, p. SL-3 

JLL Canada to announce 
large transaction soon, p. SL-6 

On the border: Eleva on time/ 
Selena early, p. SL-22 

Retail Watch: 
Greene, Vic village 
see closings, openings, p. SL-30
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City Views: In Florence, p. 13

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088
slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca

Géraldine Libraty
Real Estate Broker

514.962.5563
glibraty@sothebysrealty.ca

sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

SUSANLLOYDLEDUC.COM

Beautiful waterfront home

90 chemin du Pont, Sainte-Catherine-de-Hatley

BEDS: 5 | BATHS: 2+2

Superb Triplex in N.D.G.

4943-4945A avenue Montclair, C.D.N./N.D.G.

UNITS: 3

Unique loft-style condo

3810 rue St-Antoine O., apt. 106, Le Sud-Ouest

BEDS: 2 | BATHS: 1

Monkland village gem $1,799,000

4224 avenue de Melrose, C.D.N./N.D.G.

BEDS: 4 | BATHS: 2 | MLS 27069038

ACCEPTED OFFER ACCEPTED OFFERLISTED AND SOLD BY US

©2023 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. If your property is already listed, 
please disregard this ad. Real estate broker, real estate agency, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec

Rochelle Cantor 
Real Estate Broker & Advisor

SHOWCASING EXCEPTIONAL PROPERTIES

$3,195,000

INTRODUCING | $1,565,000

$2,465,000

INTRODUCING | $2,995,000

ROCHELLE CANTOR & CIE.

Tim Ngo 
Cell.: 514 999-2918 
Bur.: 514 333-3000 

I can serve you in 
French, English, Chinese 

(Mandarin, Cantonese, and 
Chaozhou) and Vietnamese. 

www.timngo.com 
timngo.remax@gmail.com

courtier immobilier certifié 

Remax 3000 inc 
Agence immobilière 

9280 boul. de l’Acadie 
H4N 3C6

Call for medical assistance after fall in park 

Quiet during school spring break: 
Public Security 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The school spring break of last week – 
mainly for private schools, of which there 
are many in Westmount – resulted in a 
very quiet period in the city, said Public 
Security director Greg McBain. 

With many families away on vacation, 
the streets and number of disturbances or 
mischief in the parks were few. In fact, the 
only notable incident, he said, was a call 
for an older woman who had fallen and 
required medical assistance. While there 
have been several reports of falls in streets 
over the previous two or three weeks, this 
one occurred in Westmount Park near or 
on the bike path. 

The call was recorded March 11 at 2:42 
pm, when a responding officer found a 
resident of the Place Kensington seniors’ 

residence sitting on a snow bank near the 
gazebo. She was reported to have tripped, 
scraping her forehead and nose, and hurt-
ing her left hand. 

Identified as age 95, she and an accom-
panying caregiver were driven back to the 
nearby residence where a nurse was wait-
ing to treat the woman’s injuries. 

Meeting to be held 
on 4998 de Mais. 
zoning request 

Area residents were informed by the 
city by mail last week that an information 
meeting would be held on a zoning change 
request by the owner of the 4998 de Mai-
sonneuve residential and office apartment 
complex, located at Claremont. It is being 
held at city hall on Wednesday, March 22 
at 7 pm. The request concerns the parking 
ratio and dwelling sizes required/per-
mitted in the zone.as seeding, sodding and fertilizing has 

been out-sourced several times to Pelouse 
Santé. 

While the fields will be well used soon 
starting with the popularity of spring 
soccer, even a small amount of growth from 
re-seeding will be welcome, Maislin said.

Playing fields, cont’d from p. 1
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cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
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Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Council approves goals for improving accessibility 

2023 Action Plan calls for work in parks, websites 
By Laureen Sweeney 

As the city began emerging this year 
from pandemic restrictions in 2021 and 
2022, some of its deferred goals to improve 
accessibility “concerning persons with dis-
abilities” have been added to those for this 
year’s and some are now under way, 
according to Westmount’s 2023 annual 
Access Report. 

Others designated for this year are 
among those approved at the city council 
meeting March 6 and released last week. 
These include obstacles and measures 
identified by various departments that also 
aim to ease access for people pushing baby 
carriages or experiencing temporary mobil-
ity challenges. 

“The purpose of this plan is to eliminate 
barriers that prevent the full inclusion of 
people with disabilities in educational, pro-
fessional and community life,” explains 
Mayor Christina Smith in an introduction 
to the report. 

Based on estimates for communities of 
Westmount’s size of 19,938 in 2022, the 
report states, this number could apply to 
some 4,000 persons. 

The report is required by Quebec for 

municipalities of 15,000 or more residents 
and is prepared for Westmount by an inter-
nal working group of city employees com-
prising Maureen Lafrenière (Communica-
tions), Chris Rogers (Urban Planning) and 
Andrew Laplante (Engineering). It is ex -
pect ed to be posted on the city’s website 
under Environment/Accessibility along 
with an accompanying Access Guide, a 
local initiative of the former Healthy City 
Project. 

Reasons reported for project deferrals 
include supply chain issues and a lack of 
personnel during the COVID years. 

Some ongoing projects from previous 
years include a re-design of the city’s web-
site and the installation of pedestrian call 
buttons with audio or tactile technologies 
at some intersections, which were post-
poned by Hydro Westmount “due to a lack 
of electricians.” A pilot project is planned 
for the first quarter of 2023. 

Parks, website, library for 2023 

A handful of measures also listed for 
this year include work on the Sherbrooke 
St. entrance to the Westmount Public 
Library to correct water accumulation from 
the roof that may cause run-off at the door 

and improvements to the ramp. 
Also at the library, the purchase of 

equip ment such as listening devices or 
hearing loops is slated for announcement 
in the fall. This comes on the heels January 
1 of the library’s abolition of fines for over-
due material to improve accessibility to the 
library, following a previous fine discon-
tinuance in the children’s section. 

A re-design of the city’s website already 
under way in 2022 to be completed this 
year is aimed at providing easier naviga-
tion, particularly for persons with visual 
impairments; also to be launched late in 
the year as part of the city’s website is a 
new Hydro Westmount portal to ease 
access to ac counts. 

Listed for this year but already accom-
plished is introducing programs designed 
by the Sports and Recreation department 
to offer self-defence and first-aid courses 
for seniors and young people to increase 
their confidence in going out in public (see 
story February 14, p. 5). 

Work in city parks includes completion 
of accessible play structures at Devon, 
replacement of accessible drinking foun-
tains at Westmount Park 
and improvements to continued on p. 5

• Clean and adjust automatic controls, thermostat 
and safety limit controls 

• Brush out burners and heat exchangers 
• Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency

• Lubricate motors and pumps as needed 
• Check for gas and combustion leaks 
• Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment 
• Check flue for satisfactory operation

PLEASE CALL US FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT 

514-990-1346
Tune up includes the 

Now is a Great Time to Tune Up 
your Residential Gas Heating System

Have you delayed having work 
done in your home or business 
during the Covid-19 pandemic?
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yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

WESTMOUNT: 667 BELMONT 
This house is “one of a kind”; it is a smart 
house with geothermal heating, an elevator, 
Crestron sound and security systems... 
2 complete kitchens 1 with a pizza oven, 
4 bedrooms, 4 & 2 bathrooms, 5 fireplaces, 
a wine cellar that can house 1,000 bottles 
plus much more!! $4,500,000 MLS 24872496

Open House March 26, Sun 2 – 4 pm

WESTMOUNT: 388 Olivier Ave., #4

Open House: Sun. March 26

Amazing opportunity to purchase 
a charming 2 bedroom ground floor 

unit in a 1927 character building 
with garage at $575,000. 

Perfectly located!

BONNIE SANDLER 
Residential Real Estate Broker 

514-497-3775 
bonniesandler.com

Luciani the new driving force behind Iconic Cadillac 

4000 Jean-Talon West Montreal 
www.lucianicadillac.com

pathways at Westmount and King George 
(Murray) parks. 

2022 action results 

Among measures taken to improve 
accessibility in 2022 were creation of a new 
team of officers by the Public Security Unit 
to participate in activities with seniors – 
namely the Contactivity Seniors’ Centre – 
to help ease isolation and increasing the 

number of persons signing up for the vul-
nerable persons registry. 

The city’s own Access Guide, not spe-
cifically required by Quebec, is reported to 
be updated as much as possible but dep-
ends on input by local merchants and busi-
nesses. Some remain inaccessible and 
have been deferred from 2021, though a 
first message was sent to merchants in 
2021, according to this year’s action plan.

Library honours Miriam Tees at 100 

Photo courtesy of Westmount Public Library. 

After a lifetime of studies, volunteering, 
music and library work, Westmounter 
Miriam Tees was presented March 15 with 
tulips and a card signed by members of the 
staff from the Westmount Public Library 
and the city’s Community Events office for 
her 100th birthday. Tees, who holds de -
grees in library science and music from 
McGill, continues to work as a volunteer, 
including recently at the Friends of the 

Library book sale. 
“Miriam is a wonderful inspiration to 

us all and is an amazing supporter of the 
Westmount Library,” said Donna Lach, 
assistant director, who made the presenta-
tion. “She is so busy that during my visit 
to her home yesterday, I interrupted her as 
she was diligently taking the minutes to a 
meeting she was attending on Zoom for 
the book sale.”

 



More to labour dispute 
than advertised 

This is in reference to the [Les bleus méri-
tent mieux!] ad in March 14’s Independent 
(p. 13) from the blue-collar union regard-
ing a three-day strike in Westmount. 

Full disclosure: I’m a recently retired 
white-collar employee of the city of West-
mount and also a Westmount resident. 

The Westmount blue-collars deserve 
better than what? I used to attend union 
meetings and the Montreal union repre-
sentatives would say the city of Westmount 
should agree to its demands as it is rich. 

What does the wealth of its residents 
have to do with monetary demands? Are the 
unions taking pay cuts in poorer boroughs? 

“Rising inflation” has hit everyone hard. 
The blue-collar contract expired December 
31, 2019, and when I left in 2021, the union 
still hadn’t submitted its demands for a 
new collective agreement. 

As far as “deteriorating workplace cli-
mate,” there are systems in place to find 
solutions. 

Lastly, I appreciate the work they do (e.g. 
keeping the sidewalks in my neighbour-
hood clear in the winter, Hydro West-
mount keeping our power on, etc.). I hope 
they reach a reasonable agreement soon. 

Ann McWhinnie, (not a wealthy 
resident of) de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

Delighted by Greene’s 
upcoming street furniture, 
but not its price 

Last year (May 24, p. 6), the Independent 

published a letter of mine, wherein I reg-
istered my concern about Greene Ave. To 
my delight, I see that the city will be replac-
ing those hideous picnic tables with some-
thing that is hopefully more in keeping 
with what we would like the street to 
resemble. 

But on the other hand, the city has com-
mitted the princely sum of $120,000 
towards the purchase of new furniture, 
which is a terrible waste of our taxpayer 
money. This type of spending by West-
mount, for furniture that will likely be used 
for only six months of the year, is indicative 
of how our hard-earned taxpayer dollars 
are being spent. For instance, $6.5 million 
for the reconstruction of Lexington, mil-
lions of dollars for windows at city hall, 
over-priced renovations to libraries and 
other city buildings, all leading to the ques-
tion as to who, if anyone, is watching our 
expenditures. 

Sadly, council sees us as their piggy 
bank, and “constraint” is not a word that 
we hear at city hall these days. 

Joe Russo, Sherbrooke St. 

Federal Bill C-13 abandons 
Quebec anglos, opens 
Pandora’s Box 
Open letter to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 

I am writing to express the profound 
concerns of the English-speaking commu-
nity of Quebec about the current dis-
cussions in committee over revisions to 
the Official Languages Act, Bill C-13. 

My organization represents thousands 

of Canadians who support a moderate 
approach to language policy in Quebec. As 
you know, the act was passed in 1969 by 
your father’s government after the exten-
sive national discussions of the Bilin-
gualism and Biculturalism Commission, 
spearheaded by your father’s mentor, 
Frank Scott. 

The purpose of the law then and now 
was to ensure services to minority lin-
guistic communities across the country, 
and support their capacity to work in their 
official language. 

Since that time, the English-speaking 
community and its institutions have 
worked collaboratively with francophone 
minority communities to support one 
another. In fights for francophone school 
boards, provincial laws and support for the 
status of the French language, there has 
been solidarity. 

Many people forget the expression “Two 
Solitudes” used by Hugh MacLennan in 
his book comes from a poem which states 
“Love consists of this: two solitudes that 
meet, protect and greet each other.” Bill C-
13 has many redeeming qualities, not the 
least of which is the effort to encourage the 
flourishing of the French language in the 
rest of Canada. 

However, by encouraging the idea there 
is only one minority language group in 
Canada worth supporting, you are not only 
abandoning the anglophone community 
of Quebec in the short term, you are open-
ing up a Pandora’s Box that could lead to 
the elimination of jobs for English Que-
becers in the federal public service and fed-
erally-regulated businesses, the elimin-
ation of English school boards via loss of 
Section 23 rights, and the continued mar-
ginalization of a community of 1.25 million 
Canadian citizens. 

Your government has also managed to 
incorporate the egregious provincial law 
96, and its unethical pre-emptive use of the 
notwithstanding clause, into federal legis-
lation. Law 96 is nothing but a vengeful 
attack on our community. It does nothing 
to promote the French language and in -
stead emphasizes the creation of a separ-
ate, ethnocentric, French-speaking nation-
state in Quebec. This is the precursor of 
the independence of Quebec and the end 
of Canada as we know it. 

While incorporating Law 96 into Bill C-
13 might have been seen as a clever politi-
cal ploy to appeal to so-called “soft nation-
alists,” it is unprecedented and appalling. 
By collaborating with the Bloc Québécois, 
the Conservatives and NDP have shown 
their own lack of concern for Canada’s 
future. 

The only true leaders emerging from 
this mess are the handful of dissenting Lib-

eral MPs with the courage to speak out for 
Canadian values, notably Marc Garneau, 
Marc Miller, Anthony Housefather and 
Emmanuella Lambropoulos. 

In short, your government’s actions and 
those of Premier François Legault have put 
the English-speaking community of Que-
bec, Canadian official bilingualism and the 
unity of Canada in crisis. 

Consequently, I call upon you to regain 
control of the legislative process, remove 
the references to the Charter of the French 
Language and reverse the harmful amend-
ments being imposed by the opposition 
parties. If that is not possible, withdraw 
this extremely troubling legislation. Then 
you should call a national meeting of 
leaders of minority linguistic commu-
nities, and create a path for understanding 
and solidarity between our communities 
that leads to a stronger, more equitable 
Official Languages Act. As prime minister 
of Canada, your job as head of government 
(dating back to the Peace of Westphalia) is 
to ensure the security of your citizens. At 
this time, there are more than a million of 
your fellow Quebecers whose future is 
threatened. And you are putting the future 
of our country at risk by ignoring this cri-
sis. We ask you to take on the responsibil-
ities you have sworn to uphold, to protect 
our constitution and our laws, by acting 
forcefully and directly to protect the inter-
ests of the country we love. 

Andrew Caddell, president, 
Task Force on Linguistic Policy 

Provincial Liberal defeat 
in St. Henri-St. Anne 
might not be one-off 

The recent by-election result in St. 
Henri-St. Anne indicates that the anglo-
phone vote is no longer bought, sold and 
paid for by the Quebec Liberal Party. The 
riding is not predominantly a francophone 
one. 

Admittedly, by-elections are the oppor-
tunity for a protest vote, and there was 
much for anglophones to protest about 
when it came to how they were treated by 
Liberals under Dominique Anglade. 

So, what better place to demonstrate 
their disaffection than in her former rid-
ing? But it would be a mistake for the party 
to assume that this result is a one-off. 

Regardless of their official opposition 
status, the Liberals don’t present them-
selves as a government in waiting. And 
anglophones, generally speaking, have no 
time to waste on a party that is not credible 
in the eyes of the francophone voter. Those 
who do can vote for the Canadian Party of 
Quebec. 

Howard Greenfield, Hillside Ave.
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What do the workers say? 

City’s blue-collar workers threaten longer strikes to come 

By Jennifer Ball 

More strikes by the city’s blue-collar 
workers – that escalate in duration – are 
planned, unless gains on salary and work-
ing conditions are inked in a new contract. 
This according to three spokesmen: Alexis 
Lamy-Labrecque, who is a lawyer and an 
advisor for the Canadian Union of Public 
Employees (CUPE); Jason Wynarczuk, the 

blue-collar delegate for Westmount; and 
Luc Bisson, who is the blue-collar union 
director and liaison officer for the consoli-
dated blue-collar union of Montreal, local 
301. 

Lamy-Labrecque described the outcome 
of the last meeting with the city on Febru-
ary 10 as having resulted in little gain. 
“What they put on the table…if we sign it, 
we are sure that our members are going to 
get poorer at the end of the contract.” 

Lamy-Labrecque and Bisson are factor-
ing into their negotiations that inflation in 
Quebec was 6.7 percent by the close of 
2022 and it is 6.5 percent now, according 
to StatsCan. 

Secondary to that, there is a demand for 
a revision to their schedule of work and 
working hours. Lamy-Labrecque said he 
wants the city of Westmount to adopt what 
the rest of the island of Montreal has per-
mitted, and allow workers to work a four-
day work week with longer hours worked 
during those four days. 

“Westmount is one of the only towns in 
the city of Montreal that has a five-day work 
week,” Lamy-Labrecque said, referring to 
Westmount’s blue-collar worker’s schedule 

of work. 
The biggest day for the strike was 

March 16 when blue-collar workers from 
other districts came to support the striking 
workers. The quarrel the strikers voiced – 
from Stanton St., at Sherbrooke St., beside 
city hall – could be heard from The Boul-
evard on the eastern perimeter of the city 
that day. 

No plans were in place, though, to de -
camp to previous strike locations: Stanton 
St. north of Côte St. Antoine, the Bethune 
tunnel to the Public Works yard, or Victoria 
Hall, Lamy-Labrecque said. 

The blue-collar workers include all the 
city’s drivers, all the general labourers who 
work in the parks, the mechanics, the 
welders and the electricians. 

The next meeting with the city is sched-
uled for April 4, but Bisson said strikes 
“will happen more and more until we get 
an agreement. It has to change… Is it poss-
ible that after three days, it is going to be 
four or five? My answer will be yes, and 
then maybe it will be more than five days. 
More than 98 percent of the members gave 
us a mandate to pressure and to go on 
strike.”
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514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 
REFERRED FOR A REASON!!

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Striking workers on Stanton St. adjacent to city hall on March 16.



Police Report 

How to protect your car from theft and vandalism 
By Martin C. Barry 

An indoor garage space and video sur-
veillance are two deterrents a Montreal 
police spokesperson is recommending as 
probably the best safeguards following sev-
eral recent car-related criminal incidents. 

Sometime between 8 pm on March 12 
and 8 am the following day, a GMC SUV 
was stolen after being parked by its owner 
in the driveway of a home near the corner 
of The Boulevard and Victoria Ave. 

According to the police incident report, 
a surveillance camera in the vehicle wasn’t 
activated at the time, nor were any other 
security cameras found by the investigators 
at nearby homes afterwards. 

Audi scratched 

In a second recent car-related incident, 
an Audi SUV parked near the corner of 
Sherbrooke St. and Claremont Ave. suf-
fered scratches on both sides of its body, 
probably by someone using a key. 

Although it was likely a random act, the 
perpetrator will face a charge of mischief 
should he or she be identified if images were 
recorded by nearby surveillance cameras. 

When asked about the best way to safe-

guard a car from being stolen or vandal-
ized, Station 12 community relations 
officer Cst. Adalbert Pimentel replied 
unhesitatingly, “Keep it inside the garage.” 

He went on to say that if the car’s owner 
chooses to leave the vehicle on a parking 
pad in the front yard, “having a working 
camera is definitely a big plus. Because not 
only is it a deterrent, but you also get posi-
tive identification of how the crime was 
committed, and also of the suspect.” 

Just as “layers” of security can help to 
safeguard a home from break-ins, without 

guaranteeing 100-percent protection, a var-
iety of anti-car theft measures can help dis-
suade thieves, he added, including a lock-
ing bar on the steering wheel. 

He said on-board alarm systems with 
automatic engine cut-off when activated 
by a break-in are also useful. 

“When it comes to crime prevention, 
it’s a question of time,” said Pimentel. 
“There are many things you can do. You’re 
not building a fort, you’re buying time. 
Because time is something that works 
against the criminal.”
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THÉTIQUEO-ESCLINIQUE MÉDIC

VISAGE ET CORPS
FACE & BODY

Rajeunissement et amélioration
de la qualité de la peau

Rejuvenation and improvement
of skin quality

  

thetic mesA
514 342.8346 

OUSV-

TMOUNT  •   .  WES

PRENDRE RENDEZ

V
TRAITEMENT DES VVAARICES

VAARICOSE VEINS

4484,  SHERBROOKE O

CCFP (

 

medicine - Phlebology

CA.OMED.XWWW

(EM) Fellow CSP

ALL ROOF TYPES 
& BRICKWORK
VENTILATION 
& METAL WORK
SKYLIGHT & 
THERMAL DOMES
Call for your 
Free Estimate 
514.932.7772 
belgrave@yahoo.ca 
belgraveroo ng.ca

We got 
you covered!

RBQ# 8261-4496-02

Member of

ment since the end of December 2019. 
In a statement on the city website dated 

March 14, Mayor Christina Smith said that 
“In keeping with the procedures set out in 
the Labour Code, city council wishes to 
keep the discussions at the negotiating 
table and does not intend to negotiate pub-
licly or in the media. 

“Indeed, the parties are currently in a 
conciliation process. To that effect, a con-
ciliator has been appointed by the Minis-
tère du Travail and is actively participating 
in this process to renew the collective 
agreement…We hope this process can soon 

lead to the signing of an agreement 
between the two parties.” 

After two days of previous strike action 
February 7 and 8, the city and union had been 
back to the negotiating table February 10.

Strike, cont’d from p. 1

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
to 300 words and submit before Friday 
10 am to be considered for publication 

the following week. 
Eemail us at: 

editor@westmountindependent.com
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Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Batshaw Children Needing Homes 

General appeal for foster parents, 
especially for sibling groups 

Over the past few years, there has been 
an increase in the number of children 
coming into care. We are searching for 
potential foster parents from the English-
speaking community. We are looking for 
people who want to contribute to a child’s 
development and their potential. We need 
foster parents who can open their homes 
to receive sibling groups of three or more 
children who require a foster home on a 
short-term or long-term basis. 

We are recruiting interested persons 
from all communities who would like to 
open their home to these children. 

The ideal foster family would be that of 
a family that can make the commitment to 
accommodate a sibling group of three or 
four on a short-term basis or long-term 
basis. 

For more information, please call Bat-
shaw Youth and Family Centres at 514.
932.7161, local 1139.

Westmount youth group profile 

Cubs learn the buddy system, respecting people, being careful 
By Jennifer Ball 

The Independent was introduced to some 
local Cubs at their weekly meet-up at Roslyn 
Elementary School and the young partici-
pants were eager to explain what the associ-
ation with the group had offered them. 

In Canada, the Scouting groups – now 
open to male and female participants – by 
age are: 

Beavers/Castors, ages 5 to 7, •
Cubs/Louveteaux, 8 to 10, •
Scouts, 11 to 14, •
Venturers/Aventuriers, 15 to 17, •
Rovers/Routiers 18 to 25, •
Scouters, 18+ (adult volunteers). •
Nine-year-old Eamon O’Boyle was ask -

ed about the colourful badges on his shirt, 
which he sewed on by himself. 

“At camp, you can earn them,” he said, 
“and when you are invested [into Cubs], 
you get the ’necker,” as in neckerchief. 

What skills has he gleaned from the 
effort that went into earning the badges? 
“That you have to respect everyone and you 
have to be careful in all sorts of ways,” he 
replied. 

“You do not want to hurt yourself. You 
do not want to be alone. They have some-
thing that is called the buddy system so if 
you want to go to the bathroom, you have 
to ask your buddy and they go with you so 
that you are not alone.” 

A 10-year-old, Ahinoam Pastor, was one 
of two girls at the meeting, although atten-
dance was thin on the night in question, 
likely attributable to the fact that families 
had travel plans for March break. 

Her take on the experience was “you 
have to respect rules and be organized.” 

Pastor is a fan of camping with the 
Cubs. “Camps are really cool and it is my 
favourite activity. Sometimes, we clean up 
the forest and sometimes we sell things for 
kids that want to come into Scouts, like 
fire-starters.” 

Nine-year-old Guillaume Yu believes 
that Cubs have put him in touch with his 
ability to connect with animals. He also 
learned how to “survive in the woods. How 
to make a fire.” 

Leadership is a skill that the group en -
courages and Yu is taking his mentorship 
duties seriously despite his tender age. 
“Mostly, I help the other students to get 
‘up,’ … and they are happier now.” 

Scout leader Virginia Elliott said that 
Scouting has evolved over the years. 

“The Scouting movement, founded in 
1907, provides a leadership program based 

on experiencing new things, acquiring 
skills to protect and commune with nature, 
[and] learning how to work together locally 
and globally.” 

“Scout’s honour” implies that one has 
the same honorable standards associated 
with Scouts and so will stand by a promise 
or tell the truth. Scouter (adult volunteer) 
Chris Hosein applied it by initiating dis-
cussions about Scouting’s nadir. 

A Globe and Mail article reported in 
2012 that Scouts Canada has referred more 
than 100 allegations of historic sexual 
abuse to police after a forensic audit raised 

troubling questions about the organiza-
tion’s handling of the cases over the past 
several decades. Scouts Canada chief com-
missioner Steve Kent told a news confer-
ence in Ottawa at the time that “we have 
decided to confront the good and the bad 
of our past.” 

The good that came out of it are enhanc -
ed safety protocols. “There always has to 
be two Scout leaders together in any inter-
action with a kid,” Hossein said. And as 
Eamon said, your buddy is to be by your 
side, even during a comfort break.

From left, Juliette Lewkiw, Ahinoam Pastor, Eamon O’Boyle, Ben Nutik and William Weymouth; sitting: Guillaume Yu; crouching: Oliver Durant and 
Alvin Chan at Roslyn School on March 1.
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plan your visit of the  
model apartments AND COMMON AREAS 

on appointment

4 3 8 - 7 0 1 - 5 7 6 0e l e v a m o n t r e a l . c o m 

the most prestigious  
rental complex for active RETIREES  

in downtown montreal

2 3 3 0  t u p p e r  s t r e e t

M O V E - I N  R E A D Y

E L E V A T E  Y O U R S E L F
T O  A  H I G H E R  L E V E L
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Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location

Co-Ed, 8-17 yrs of age 
BILINGUAL CAMP 

•Beautiful site and facilities 
•30 km south of Montreal 
•65 campers per session 

•QCA, OCA, FEQ certified. 
Recipient of Canadian 

Camping Award of Excellence
Tel. 450 826-3772 

www.campsanssouci.ca 
info@sans-souci.qc.ca

Residential Summer Camp
Sans Souci Riding Centre Inc.

Urgent – foster family for Zouzou 

Precious Zouzou was dropped off at the 
city shelter as her family was leaving the 
country. At 13 years of age, this sweet girlie 
has just been scooped up from the kennel 
by Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions and 
would be best in the heartwarming 
environment of a foster family as soon as 
possible. 

A cute terrier who loves her days of cud-
dling and activities, she is a delight. She 
enjoys walkies and is housetrained to also 
use pee pads in the house. 

She is companionable to small dogs but, 
being a terrier, cats are not a great idea. 
Being in a home with a fenced yard would 
be a good base for Zouzou for assessment 
moving forward. She is a bit chubby and, 
with regular diet and exercise, she will be 
in great shape in no time. 

Zouzou is spayed, vaccinated, micro-
chipped and just had a full dental. Please 

refer to the Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions 
website for more information on them at 
www.gerdysrescue.org and find out more 
about Zouzou and the foster family pro-

gram by writing to the volunteers at 
info@gerdysrescue.org. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne 

That look says it all – please adopt Max 

Young Max is at the Montreal SPCA cat-
tery and he would like to leave as soon as 
you can come and get him. 

You can see it in his eyes, poor little guy. 
He is looking forward to a loving family 
environment and you can make all the dif-
ference in the world to him. 

Max is a very handsome white-and-
black longhair with huge gold-tone eyes, 
quite striking in his unique markings. He 
is just four years old, very healthy, up to 

date with his inoculations, neutered and 
microchipped. 

For more information on Max, please 
refer to the Montreal SPCA website at 
www.spca.com, scroll to his information 
page from his identification number, 
52239438, and take note of the new adop-
tion visit program featuring opening hours 
at the shelter from 10 am every day. It is 
now possible to go by the SPCA at 5215 
Jean Talon St. West to visit and meet the 
animals who are available for adoption. 

Please come by for Max, he is waiting. 
Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906
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Beating jet lag, with gardens 

In Florence, what lies beneath will pro-
bably remain unknown. But what lies 
behind is a lesson in discovery. 

Often, a massive wooden door belies an 
incredible interior. 

In some cases, an even more massive 
building acts as a curtain. Which leads me 
to the Pitti Palace, located in the Oltrarno 
(the less-touristy, southern side of the Arno 
River). 

What lies behind 

There, what lies behind is a theatre: the 
Boboli Gardens. Furthermore, another 
garden – the little-known Bardini – is 
linked to the Boboli and can be entered 
with the same admission ticket. 

I always venture out for a long walk as 
the best way to beat jet lag. And what better 
path than through a garden or, in this case, 
two? 

Originally designed for the Medici 
under the patronage of Eleanor of Toledo, 
wife of Duke Cosimo de’ Medici, the Boboli 
Gardens opened to the public in 1766. 

Overseen by architect/artist Giorgio 
Vasari, the elegantly planned space is a 
wonderland where you can stroll freely. 

Take time. Note the grotto, the belve-
dere, the waterfall and rows of magnificent 
ancient and Renaissance statues amidst 
tree-lined allées. 

Oh. And you’ll be awed by the amphi-
theatre with its carefully calibrated per-
spective leading to a superb point of view. 

Lemons, in a good way 

And if one likes lemons (after all, limon-
cello is the second most-popular liqueur in 
Italy), seek out the many varieties, many 
of which have marvellous names: citrus 
limon mellarosa, medica Florentina, auranti-
folia Neapolitanum. 

Apart from constructed vistas, one can 
wander through less formal woods. There 
are also almost-hidden narrow footpaths 
to be followed amidst lush bushes. Sleek 
felines quickly dashed under protective 
foliage as I ventured along the shrouded 
passageways. 

And then I reached the unassuming 
connecting “lane” to the Bardini Gardens. 
Listed as one of Florence’s “secret gardens,” 
it does indeed have many 
fewer travellers. (Hooray!) 

City Views 

Veronica Redgrave

The “curtain” that is the Pitti Palace, behind which lies the Boboli Gardens. continued on p. 14
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

FRIENDLY REMINDER – 
SPRING CLEANING 
You want to de-clutter? 

ANYTHING YOU DO NOT NEED, 
OTHERS NEED IT! 

With the help of the Rotary, I am still 
forwarding furniture and household 

items to newcomers in Montreal. You 
have been generous in the past. 

Please do not hesitate to call me at 
514.577.1242 or better still write at 
agia@videotron.ca with pictures. 
It helps us direct your donations 

to the right people. 
Au nom de tous ceux que vous avez aidés, 

merci infiniment. Viviane Agia

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Assistant Sought 

I am looking for an on-site part-time assistant with Mac expertise 
to help me organize and catalogue photographs & documents 
etc. Please call Aurel at 514-582-4157. 

Painter Available 
Excellent interior painter, meticulous, efficient, reasonable rates 
and references provided. Lucie 514-944-2763. 

Dance Classes 
Tap Dance Classes, group or private. 514-817-3877.

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

Tranquility reigns. 
Thankfully, there are no packs of tour-

ists led by flag-waving guides. Once a pri-
vate estate, the site only re-opened in 2005 
after an extensive restoration that took five 
years and 12 million euros. 

The original plan dates to the 13th cen-
tury. Gardens are designed thematically. 
The Bardini botanical collection is famous. 
One can revel in the Anglo-Chinese 
garden, and step along the wonderful stair-
case uniting terraced flower beds and lead-
ing to the belvedere. 

There, sip and wonder at the panorama 
of Florence. 

As mentioned, one can enter the Bar-
dini and Boboli gardens via the Pitti Palace 
to the west of the gardens. I always go to 
the Via de Bardi entrance, to the east. How-
ever you go, take time for these gardens of 
delights. 

The Boboli’s 111 acres invite more than 
one visit. The less crowded Bardini (10 
acres) has ever-changing flower fields and 
a resplendent wisteria pergola as well as 
the Bardini Museum.

City views cont’d from p. 13

Il Giardino Bardini.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-
replying websites when you can list 

(and sell) locally? 

Buy a classified in the 
WESTMOUNT 

INDEPENDENT 
at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally
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If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and 
comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to 
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member 
al Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Tcompany of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Roy Trrademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 

2022. All rights reserved. 22_90301_BY5_001 (06/2021)

professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our 
business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage 
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it 
is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our 
personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio 
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across 
Canada, with over $5 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

Jean-François Dion, 
Senior Portfolio Manager, 
or Sholom Tabak, 

dvisorSenior Wealth A r,
at 514-878-4216

1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal 

kentwealth.com
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JILL PRÉVOST

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

Visit all my properties 

jillprevost.com
R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

514.591.0804

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

I’m here to help. If this period of uncertainty  
has you thinking about your next chapter. Call me. 

Client Testimonial 
“Despite the numerous issues we encountered, 

you not only persisted with good humour, 
you came up with creative-even 

magical solutions.”. – Owner Lac Clair

FEATURED PROPERTIES FOR SALE

This 4+1 bed, 2.5 bath home with inground pool is perfect for a growing family looking for a spacious & updated home to call their own. Ideally situated in a family-friendly neighbourhood, this could be the one!

This 2-bedroom, 2-bath open concept unit features an ideal floorplan, including a large balcony overlooking the picturesque courtyard/garden, garage + locker. Steps from the Old port. Amazing VALUE!

WESTMOUNT | CLARKE SAINTE MARGUERITE | LAC CLAIR MONTREAL | 5E AVENUE OLD MONTREAL | MCGILL

JUST LISTED! 419 HALFORD | BEACONSFIELD SOUTH | $1,200,000 | MLS 27002210

1 MCGILL #420 | OLD MONTREAL | $749,000 | 21929912

SOLD SOLD SOLD RENTED

RESULTS!


