
Tentative agreement reached to end 
strike of city’s blue-collar workers 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A tentative agreement appeared to have 
been reached June 29 in the strike by the 
city’s blue-collar workers, pending a vote 
at a general meeting expected this week. 
This was reported as possibly the same day 
as the city council meeting July 4. 

The news was announced by both the 
union and Mayor Christina Smith, who 
suggested the council would adopt a res-
olution at its meeting concerning the 
contract. 

The workers were expected to remain 
on strike until a vote to ratify a new work 
contract. 

“We’re very pleased for the employees 
and the citizens,” Mayor Smith told the 
Independent. “We respect the work that our 
blue collars do and are very pleased to be 
moving forward.” 

An agreement in principle was also 

announced by Jean-Pierre Lauzon, presi-
dent of local 301. The last contract expired 
December 31, 2019. 

The workers, who belong to the Syndi-
cat des cols bleus regroupés de Montréal –
CUPE local 301, have been on strike since 
June 22. 

As a result, many department manage-
ment personnel undertook some of roles 
of the blue collars to keep many services 
and activities functioning such as the pool. 
The city, however, cancelled celebrations 
for both St. Jean/Fête Nationale and 
Canada Day. 

Statements concerning the strike were 
also carried on the city’s website.

We are WestmountWeekly. Vol. 17 No. 7a July 4, 2023

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
Animals invade southwest, northeast 

This rabbit, left, was spotted June 27 near Prince Albert and St. Catherine in the southwest of the 
city, with this wild turkey, right, being spotted the next day near The Boulevard and Belvedere. 

Left photo courtesy of Henry Mietkiewicz; right photo courtesy of Patrick Martin.

M A X W E L L    C A S T L E 
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R   

+1-514-941-8802 maxwellcastle.com 
Re/Max Action Inc., 1225 Greene Ave., Westmount

CAROLE G. 
KENNEDY

THRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE

514.949.3230

RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Profusion Immobilier Inc. • Real Estate Agency

*Source: Engel & Völkers Americas | Top Advisors by Sides in 2022 ©2023 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Independently owned and operated. 
If your property is already listed, please disregard this ad. Real estate broker, real estate agency, Engel & Völkers Montréal / Québec

PRIVATE OFFICE | TOP 5 IN THE AMERICAS

Real Estate Broker

rochelle.cantor@engelvoelkers.com

1 Av. Wood #507, Westmount
$1,150,000

520 Av. Argyle, Westmount
$2,795,000

384-386 Av. Olivier, Westmount
$2,895,000

This issue is the second-to-last one 
before our usual summer break 

July 11: issue 
July 18 & 25 and 

August 1 & 8: no issues 
August 15 until Christmas: issues

This summer, 
the city is planning: 

Concerts ● Shakespeare 
in the Park ● Farmers’ 
markets ● Sundays in 
Prince Albert square 

See p. 6

Coverage of June 19 city 
council question period, 

p. 20

Dodge takes first look 
at new real estate 

evaluation roll vs. actual 
prices (hint: market 

is lower) p. 16
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Top 1% 
in Canada

REAL ESTATE AGENCY 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Diamond Award Winner 
Top 10 team 

for Royal 
Lepage 
Quebec. 
2009–2017

B.514.316.1482 
C.514.912.1482 
baudinet@royallepage.ca 
www.baudinet.ca

STUNNING FULLY RENOVATED HOME

Pointe-Saint-Charles | 396 Rue Bourgeoys | $1,200,000 Cote-St-Luc | 6030 Boul. Cavendish, apt. 105 | $499,000
NEW LISTING

SPACIOUS CONDO IN FULL SERVICE BLDG

Ville-Marie 
3458 Av. Holton | $2,575,000 

Lachine | 133-139 Av. Hillcrest 
$999,000 

Le Plateau Mont-Royal 
4076 Av. Coloniale | $425,000 

Ville-Marie | 4100 Ch. de la Côte-des-
Neiges, apt. 16 | $899,000

REMARKABLE 3-STOREY FAMILY HOME 

EXCEPTIONAL RENOVATED 4-PLEX CHARMING 4+1 BEDROOM TOWNHOUSE 

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce | 5360 Rue 
Sherbrooke O., apt. 205 | $425,000 

LARGE TURNKEY CONDO 

Hampstead 
160-162 Rue Dufferin | $1,385,000 

SPECTACULAR DETACHED DUPLEX CHARMING 2 BEDROOM CONDO 

Ville-Marie 
3790 Ch. de la Côte-des-Neiges | $999,999 

REMARKABLY BRIGHT & QUIET 2-STOREY HOME 

Saint-Henri/Petite Bourgogne | 38 Rue du Square-
Sir-George-Étienne-Cartier, apt. 313| $999,999 

STUNNING 2 BEDROOM CORNER UNIT 

FEATURED FEATURED

NEW LISTING

FEATURED NEW LISTING FEATURED

FEATUREDFEATURED

NEW PRICE
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Efrat Ben Eliyahu, Director
foundation@theshaar.org   514.937.9475  
425 Metcalfe Avenue

                            Located in Westmount
                      Private, Jewish, trilingual pre-school
                 Experiential hands-on learning
          Small class sizes in modern facilities
     Warm, welcoming community
8 AM - 4:15 PM

PRE-K

Special PROMO Price 

jillprevost.com R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R 514.591.0804 Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

JILL PRÉVOST

R E S U LT S !
WESTMOUNT

SOLD!
ACCEPTED OFFER!

SOLD!

4700 STE. CATHERINE O. #410 

OLD MONTREAL

1 MCGILL #420

LITTLE BURGUNDY

2237 QUESNEL

Have a 
fun and 

safe summer!

Signs warn against cycling in Summit Woods 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Three cyclists were issued $80 tickets 
recently for failing to walk their bikes 
through Summit Woods, Public Security 
officials said. The three were spotted riding 
on the gravel pedestrian walkway by foot 
patrollers. 

Public Security director Greg McBain 
told the Independent in reporting the tickets 
that a crackdown on illegal cycling in the 
park has been under way along with a 
check of dog licences and leash violations. 

“There are large, visible signs against 
cycling at both entrances to the gravel 
path,” he said. “We do have a lot of com-
plaints about cycling on this gravel sec-
tion.” One of these was voiced at the coun-
cil meeting June 19 by John Fretz, a regular 
user of the nature reserve, who asked for 
more foot patrollers to help enforce the cyc-
ling regulations. The three recently tick-
eted were identified as city of Montreal 
residents. 

Illegally parked car 
hit by recycling truck 

A Ricova recycling truck hit an illegally 
parked Hyundai Elantra in the lane behind 
315 Prince Albert June 28, according to 
Public Security officials. The damage was 
extensive to the front, driver’s side fender, 
wheel and bumper in what was described 
as the truck trying to pass a car that should 
not have been parked where it was. The 
car, which belonged to a resident of Laval, 
had to be towed. See photo on p. 4. 

Cyclist hit on bike path 
after failing to stop at sign 

A 73-year-old cyclist using the bike path 
on de Maisonneuve was taken to the hos-
pital June 27 after being hit by a car at the 
intersection of Grosvenor, Public Security 
officials said. The man was reported to 
have failed to stop at the stop sign. 

Responding patrollers blocked traffic at 

Roslyn and de Maisonneuve as well as at 
St. Catherine and Grosvenor while the 
man was tended to by fire department first 
responders before being taken to the 
nearby Glen hospital by Urgences Santé. 
No other details were available. 

Dog with lost licence tag 
found in park 

A black-and-white dog found walking 
alone in Prince Albert Park June 26 was 
taken to a veterinarian clinic by Public 
Security to be identified through a micro-
chip before being claimed by its owner, a 
resident of Claremont. The dog was 
reported to have a valid licence but the tag 
had been lost. The owner was told to get a 
replacement tag. 

Black Labs escape 
when door blows open 

Two black Labs were found walking 
alone in front of Chez Nick’s restaurant on 
Greene Ave. June 26 at 11:26 am, according 
to Public Security officials. The restaurant’s 
owner offered to post information on the 
internet and the dog’s owner, a nearby resi-
dent of Sherbrooke, came by to pick them 
up soon after, saying the dogs had escaped 
when a door blew open. 

Barefooted man assisted 
and taken to hospital 

Public Security officials said they were 
called June 21 at 5:23 pm for assistance to 
a man walking into stores barefooted and 
disturbing merchants. 

Responding patrol lers to one of the 
stores asked the man to go outside to talk 
and described him as seeming incoherent. 
He was found to have an open cut on the 
stomach. Police and Urgences Santé were 
called. 

The man was left in their charge and 
reported to have been taken to the nearby 
hospital at the Glen.
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yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

OLD MONTREAL | 430 McGILL #402 
Spacious loft style condo with exposed 
brick walls on sought after McGill Street in 
Old Montreal, just steps to Montreal’s best 
restaurants, boutiques, transportation, “Old 
Port.” This unit is located in the “Sir James 
McGill” building, a heritage “boutique” 
building. MLS: 12459175 $755,000

Visite libre  Dimanche 9 juillet, de 14h à 16h
Open house  Sunday, July 9th, from 2pm to 4 pm

3711 The Boulevard, Westmount    2,999,500$

Prix optimisé
Optimized price

 

F É L I X  JA S M I N

Car hit in Victoria Ave. alley 

This parked car was involved in an incident June 28 in the alley west of Victoria that leads north 
from de Maisonneuve. Westmount Public Security was seen talking to the driver of a refuse truck 
soon after. After that, two police officers arrived and were seen talking to someone who seemed 
to be the car’s owner. Photo: Beth Hudson.
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Also coming: movies and Shakespeare in the Park 

Summer concerts kick off July 9 
in Westmount Park 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The tent is set up in Westmount Park 
and ready to go for the city’s summer con-
cert series, Shakespeare in the Park and 
Movies under the Stars. 

“What better way to enjoy the summer 

weather than by attending some of these 
community events in the park this 
summer?” said Donna Lach, assistant 
director of the library and Community 
Events. “Look for the big white tent by the 
lagoon and come and enjoy a variety of 
music and performances in Westmount 
Park but don’t forget to bring your chair or 
blanket.” 

The season kicks off with the Sunday 
concerts at 2 pm as follows: 

July 9: Chiíto (flamenco fusion), •
July 16: Lynne Hanson (Americana), •
July 23: Apéro Trio (jazz), •
July 30: The PMR Ska Collective (pop, •
ska, R&B), 
August 6: Backwater Township (jazz). •
Shakespeare in the Park is back again 

“after drawing huge crowds last year,” Lach 
said. Four performances of William Shake-
speare’s Cymbeline are to take place, at 7 
pm on Thursday and Friday, July 20 and 
21, as well as at 7 pm on Saturday and Sun-
day August 5 and 6. 

Lach describes Cymbeline as “part fairy-
tale, part historical fiction and part tragic-
comedy including a troubled kingdom, for-
bidden love, betrayal, battles, deception, 
disguises, revelations and reunion.” 

Movies under the Stars are scheduled 
for Thursdays at 8 pm on August 17 for 
Dirty Dancing (1987) and on August 24 for 
The Super Mario Bros. Movie (2023).

‘Discover Victoria Village’ blitz to attract new clientele 

‘Sundays in the Square’ 
to start July 9 in Vic village 
By Laureen Sweeney 

While the Vic village sidewalk sale and 
related events were postponed from June 

16-18 by rainy weather to July 21-23, some-
thing new is now also coming to the area 
starting July 9. It’s a series of special 
 activities planned for Prince Albert square 
and called “Sundays in the Square.” 

Announced last week by Cynthia Lul-
ham, general manager of the merchants’ 
association, this will be accompanied by a 
“Discover Victoria Village” media blitz to 
attract new clientele to the area, she said. 
This outreach will be focused on a 40-mile 
radius using regular and social media. 

“Westmounters love the shops and 
charm of Victoria village,” Lulham said. 
“Time to share this special place.” 

Of the activities proposed, those listed 
include some originally planned to co -
incide with the sidewalk sale such as face 
painting, dog grooming, musicians and 
food sampling.

Next week, back to Prince Albert square 

Farmers’ market moves to 
alternating Greene site July 6 

On June 29 at Prince Albert square, from left, Amélie and Karine of Complètement Légume, whose 
business card describes it as a “Ferme maraîchère biologique” (organic market farm). 

Photo: Independent. 

The city’s farmers’ market organized by 
its Community Events division moves to 
its Greene site on the municipal parking 
lot July 6 from 2 to 6 pm. It opened for the 
summer June 29 at Prince Albert square, 
its Victoria village location. Held by Com-
plètement Légume, the Thursday markets 
will alternate between the two sites. 

Visitors will have an opportunity to 
stock up on organic vegetables and meet 
the farmers. 

The market will be cancelled in event 
of bad weather, and shoppers are reminded 
to bring their own bags. 

It was launched near the end of the 
summer in 2021.

Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W

The tent on the peninsula at the Westmount Park 
lagoon, as seen June 30. Photo: Independent.
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4 3 8 - 7 0 1 - 5 7 6 0e l e v a m o n t r e a l . c o m 

the most prestigious  
rental complex for active RETIREES  

in downtown montreal

2 3 3 0  t u p p e r  s t r e e t

M O V E - I N  R E A D Y

E L E V A T E  Y O U R S E L F
T O  A  H I G H E R  L E V E L

*Certain conditions apply. For a limited time only.

15% REBATE*
on selected 
apartments
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We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right 
to choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 
words and submit before Friday 10 am to be 

considered for publication the following week. 
Eemail us at: 

editor@westmountindependent.com

Montreal’s Finest 
Rental Apartments

lecartier.ca

Contact:
Catherine Paradis
(514) 586-1511
cparadis@lecartier.caCertified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

Arborists you can trust
Expert Tree Services in Montreal and  
the West Island since 1992. Over the years, 
we have built a reputation for superior 
results and great customer service to 
residential and commercial customers.

• Pruning
• Dead Wooding
• Tree and Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal and Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling and Bracing

514 831-8733  Emergency Work 24/7

PREVENTATIVE TREATMENTS

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

Last remnants of Murray Park tree gone

Photo contributor JP Rohen wrote to the Independent June 28: “This was a favourite place for 
children. Also a favourite Instagram spot, a simple search by location show a lot of great pictures 
in that spot. It is a sad thing indeed.” Left photo courtesy of JP Rohen; right (June 30): Independent. 

Overheard 
Adult man (father?) to young girl (five? 

six?) as she walks into a rain puddle at Vic-
toria and Sherbrooke June 29 4:30 pm: 

“Get out of the water!” 
Girl: “I am just rinsing my shoes.” 

* 
Young boy to another young boy (seven 

and nine? brothers?) at Lansdowne and 
Sherbrooke June 30 at 11:15 am: 

“You look like a crazy person.”

Police Report 
The Independent was unable to reach the 

police last week. – DP



Cllr. Aronson votes ‘no’ 

Council agrees to gasoline pick-up, 
electric model unavailable 

By Laureen Sweeney 

A city council contract awarded for a 
pick-up truck June 19 generated a lone 
“No” vote from Councillor Matt Aronson, 
whose commissionership includes sus-
tainability. The Public Works vehicle was 
des cribed as a full-sized pick-up truck that 
uses gasoline. 

Aronson explained that “unfortunately” 
the council ended up voting for a gasoline 
truck after it had asked for tenders for an 
electric model. No such bids were received 
and it was reported that no electric model 
was available. 

He contended that the city should no 
longer invest in gasoline vehicles consider-
ing the phasing out of such vehicles in 2035. 

The approved purchase of the gasoline 
model was a Joliette Ford Lincoln pick-up 
from Automobiles PM St-Jean at a cost 
including taxes of $65,103.45. It was des -
cribed as the only quote received despite 
being sought on Journal Constructo and 
Quebec’s SEAO website. The latter is an 
electronic tendering system presenting 
information on contracts. 

The separate tender call for an electric 

model was cancelled by council at the same 
meeting in the absence of bids received. 

It has been stated on several occasions 
that the types of batteries required for Pub-
lic Works and Hydro Westmount vehicles 
to carry heavy loads on Westmount’s hills 
were not yet available. Even Public Secur-
ity’s hybrid patrol vehicles a few years ago 
experienced difficulties in this regard and 
were replaced.

Minor exemption granted 
for 398 Roslyn re: building line 

By Laureen Sweeney 

City council June 19 approved a request 
for a minor exemption for a property at 398 
Roslyn to “regularize” its position from the 
front property line that has existed since it 
was built in 1921. It does not comply under 
later zoning. 

The request was accepted unanimously 
based on a recommendation from the city’s 
Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) at its 
meeting May 16. The house is at the south-
west corner with Sherbrooke. 

Prior to the city’s by-law regarding 
minor exemptions, “we would have issued 
letters of tolerance” for such a situation, 
which “was not the best practice,” said 
Councillor Conrad Peart, whose commis-
sionership includes urban planning and 
architecture. The house is at 16.70 feet 
from the property line but it is deemed 
“ineligible” for an acquired right. 

The minor exemption “aims to rectify 
a non-confirming situation,” Peart ex plain -
ed. 

Mayor Christina Smith added that the 

exemption would not affect the streetscape 
of the neighbourhood. This is one of the 
conditions required for granting a minor 
exemption. Another is that to deny a re -
quest would cause “serious prejudice” to 
the person requesting it. 

This request is to allow the front dis-
tance of the building from the main build-
ing to be maintained at 16.70 feet.
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Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com 514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

398 Roslyn Ave. on June 29. The view is west along Sherbrooke towards Grosvenor. 
Photo: Independent.

Two city vehicles on June 30 near Lansdowne and de Maisonneuve. Photo: Independent.
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No fireworks, please 
As I sit here with two dogs shaking like 

leaves, I am wondering about the mentality 
of the people setting off fireworks in West-
mount Park. 

Upon discussion with Public Security, 
whom I thank with all my heart for being 
on top of things so quickly, I wonder at the 
mindset of these people who are doing 
this. Public Security opined that it is stu-
dents celebrating the end of the school 
year, however this is not the first time there 
have been complaints of fireworks being 
set off in the park. 

Fireworks are illegal in the city, except 
for those controlled by the fireworks com-
petitions held. So where are they coming 
from? How are these children getting hold 
of the fireworks? Where is the parental 
supervision? I am sorry if you disagree 
with this, but this is disruptive to both wild-
life and domestic animals, as well as to 
residents in the area. To see my dogs lit-
erally shivering in terror is not something 
I appreciate. 

I have a child, grown now. I won’t say 
he was perfect, but he never did anything 
like this. In all the years I have lived here, 
this is the first year that I have had multiple 
times of fireworks being set off in the park. 
I have also found many empty firework 
casings on my morning walks. 

I would ask, please, to think of the ani-
mals, both wild and domestic, as well as 
residents, before setting off any fireworks. 

I understand that you would like to cel-
ebrate some life event, but there are many 
other ways of doing this, legally. 

Thank you for your understanding. 
Belinda Bowes, Academy Rd. 

Things to work on 
One thing missing on Greene Ave. is 

Nick’s terrace. It was a lovely place to sit 
and enjoy a lunch. I hope it comes back 
soon before the summer is gone. 

Another thing: the roads in Westmount. 
I understand doing major repair on one 
street, but is there no way you can pave 
over the holes in the road on Côte St. Anto-
ine. Or smooth over some of the ruts on 
Claremont Ave. It’s in terrible condition on 
both sides. The Boulevard could also do 
with a little maintenance as well. 

I love living in Westmount but driving 
and walking is becoming a real adventure, 

Sue Khan, Montrose Ave. 

Let’s have meaningful 
consultation 

At the June 19 council meeting, Mayor 
Smith announced the likely construction 
of a synthetic turf field for spring 2024 as 
part of a renewed partnership with Maria-
nopolis (see June 27, p. 1). Her firm deter-
mination to move forward on this was evi-
dent in her delivery. However, she also 
added that she was absolutely willing to 
hold a public consultation. 

My question is “for what purpose?” To 
discuss the green colour tone of the syn-

thetic field? 
Two recent consultations on other pro-

posals have both been useless in providing 
residents with any assurance that their con-
cerns and ideas will be taken into account. 
Basically, they were charades designed to 
allow residents to participate in participa-
tion, nothing more. 

This is what I foresee occurring during 
the consultation on the synthetic field. 
Many residents will object to the turf for 
obvious reasons of environmental damage 
such as the creation of a heat island, loss 
of biodiversity and the introduction of toxic 
PFAS (forever chemicals). These citizens 
would then be viewed as uninformed 
people at best and, at worst, a group com-
plicit in setting children up for a lifetime 
of obesity and depression. Four years ago, 
this was the argument used by the pro-turf 
lobby (see November 12, 2019, p. 1). They 
would be lectured to and admonished for 
their shortsightedness. 

Synthetic turf is a polarizing issue. We 
do not know the consensus view for or 
against. We don’t even know the available 
alternatives and options. 

Independent third-party facilitation will 
be absolutely essential to build trust and 
ensure acceptance by our community re -
gard less of the final outcome. We don’t 
need another pseudo-participation pro-
gram. Let’s bring back Isaac Gauthier, from 
Transfert Consulting, to facilitate this con-
sultation. Four years ago, Mr. Gauthier was 
masterful during the Imagine Westmount 
2040 public engagement process. Let’s get 
it right. 

Denis Biro, Burton Ave. 

Break out in praise 
Your Police Report (June 27, p. 19) tells 

us that the police have had a “break-
through” with local “break-ins” and “break-
and-enters.” For the thieves, them’s the 
breaks. 

Good to hear that the cops have been 
able to break up those responsible. Time 
to break out a bottle and drink to their suc-
cess. 

Let’s hope the judge doesn’t break down 
and give those criminals a break. 

Anthony Walter, Lansdowne Ave. 

Hard to celebrate 
Fête Nationale 

This press release was received June 23 
The Task Force on Linguistic Policy is 

pointing out this year’s Fête Nationale will 
be difficult to celebrate for English-speak-
ing Quebecers in the face of the spiteful 
implementation of Quebec’s Bill 96 and 
royal assent of the federal Bill C-13. 
Bill 96 comprises changes to the Charter 
of the French Language, which undermine 
individual rights, create two classes of Eng-
lish-speaking Quebecers and encourage 
anonymous complaints to businesses who 
operate in English. Bill C-13, the new Offi-
cial Languages Act, includes the Charter 
of the French Language in three key provi-
sions and fails to recognize Quebec Eng-
lish-speakers as a minority needing pro-
tection. 

“The combination of these two pieces 
of legislation is to place our community’s 
future in jeopardy,” said Andrew Caddell, 
president of the Task Force. “They are an 
attack on each and every Quebecer whose 
common language is English. This is even 
more severe for those who most require 
government services in English: the elder -
ly, rural poor, indigenous peoples, visible 
minorities, and people with disabilities.” 

Caddell added “When the name of St. 
Jean Baptiste Day was changed to La Fête 
Nationale in the 1970s, I was a reporter at 
the National Assembly. I remember Pre-
mier René Lévesque saying the name 
change would encourage Quebecers of all 
backgrounds to celebrate. Today, that 
promise seems hollow.” 

Quebec’s English-speaking community 
consists of a diverse population of 1.25 mil-
lion people who share institutions, values, 
history and culture. 

We live here because we share a love for 
Quebec, and have worked with our fellow 
Quebecers for the betterment of our prov-
ince. We have built bridges within Quebec 
and opened doors to the world. Andrew 
Caddell says “Our community needs to 
express its anger about Bill 96 and Bill C-
13 to our fellow Quebecers, Canadians out-
side Quebec and around the world. We 
normally have much to celebrate as Que-
becers; instead, today we are objects of dis-
crimination.” 

The Task Force on Linguistic Policy/
Comité spécial sur la politique linguistique 
was formed in June of 2021 to fight Bill 96 
and Bill C-13, the federal Official Languages 
Act. It boasts over a thousand subscribers and 
many more followers and members on social 
media. It is active in the community and has 
filed a crowd-funded lawsuit challenging the 
constitutionality of Bill 96. Learn more at 
www.TheTaskForce.ca

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 

Editor 
David Price: 514.935.4537 

editor@westmountindependent.com 

Chief reporter 
Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics 
Ted Sancton 

Advertising sales 
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567 

advertising@westmountindependent.com 

Classified ads 
www.westendclassifieds.com 

Accounting 
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138 

office@westmountindependent.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
them to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for publication the 
following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to make subsequently 
submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in every issue, or in 
back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 
Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you do 
not live in Westmount), but not your address (unless you want it published). 

13,800+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions 
Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 

Owned and published by: 
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

Letters to the editor

Correction 
In “Schweitzer donates pieces for Mt. 

Sinai’s 50th” (May 22, p. 22), artist John 
Schweitzer should have been quoted as fol-
lows: the tripartite structure of the instal-
lation narrates “the dual history of the hos-
pital and the foundation, alluding to a com-
munal hive as a symbiotic nexus to the 
past, present and future.”
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Audited statements show total $34.9M surplus 

City ends 2022 with confirmed operating $4.9M surplus 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city’s audited financial statement 
presented at the council meeting June 19 
confirmed an operating surplus from the 
2022 financial year of $4.9 million. This 
increased the total net accumulated sur-
plus to $34.9 million, of which $23.7 mil-
lion had already been appropriated by 
council to various projects leaving $11.2 
million unappropriated. 

“As in each year, the surplus will be ana-
lyzed by council in order to determine 

appropriate usage,” said Councillor Anto-
nio D’Amico, in presenting the audited 
statement as finance commissioner. 

The $23.7 million in appropriated sur-
plus, D’Amico told the Independent, in -
cludes $9.3 million for debt reimburse-
ment, $10.6 million for pay-as-you-go 
(PAYG) and $1.8 million unspent from 
Quebec’s COVID contribution (see table at 
left). 

The city’s operating surplus generated 
in 2022 was explained as “primarily due” 
to unforeseen factors. These included $2.6 
million from additional welcome tax, $1.2 
million in increased interest revenues and 
just over $1 million in net revenue from 
Hydro Westmount. 

This resulted from increased commer-
cial activity and a colder winter, he 
explained. 

While total departmental spending of 
$16.3 million exceeded the budget of $15.6 
million, lower expenditures were realized 
in remuneration owing in part to vacant 
positions and sick leaves. 

As well, PAYG expenditures were $9 
million lower than budgeted. These were 
attributed to disruptions in supply chain, 

work force, delivery delays and some pro-
jects that went out to tender that did not 
obtain bids. 

The city’s net worth when factoring in 

non-financial assets such as buildings, 
sewers, machinery and equipment was 
confirmed at $233.8 million, an increase 
from $225.6 in 2021.

Surplus appropriation at Dec. 31, 2022 
                                                       $ 
Debt reimbursement           9,276,000 
PAYG                                  10,629,414 
Actuarial deficit                   1,162,000 
Trees replacement                  100,859 
Donation received                    50,000 
Urban design projects           495,000 
Commercial revitalization      200,024 
Covid-19                              1,827,056 
                                         $23,740,353 
Unappropriated surplus   11,200,000* 
                                         $34,940,353* 
*approx

April ice storm claim 

Council approves $123,390 
for emergency services 

This tree on de Maisonneuve near Roslyn was photographed April 6, the day after the ice storm. 
Photo: Independent. 

By Laureen Sweeney 

More than two months after the ice 
storm April 5 brought down many trees 
and branches and caused some homes 
to lose electricity, city council June 19 auth-
orized a request for reimbursement from 
the Montreal agglomeration’s emergency 
coordination centre for those tasks that 
had to be contracted out. They totalled 
$123,389.65 including taxes. 

These resulted when the city’s internal 
services were already occupied and had to 
be carried out under emergency condi-
tions. They are now being authorized by 
the council after the fact. 

They were identified as the transporta-
tion of branches to a depot site by Vicolo 

Excavation and Transvac, as well as emerg-
ency tree pruning and cutting by Arbo-
Design, as well as chipping and disposal 
of branches to Hometree Inc. tree service. 

Numerous falling trees and branches 
from heavy ice loads damaged cars, caused 
some power outages and kept Public Secur-
ity patrollers on overtime (see photos, April 
11 and separate stories April 18, p. 1, 3). 

This compares with $2.9 million (in 
1998 dollars) that was reported as the total 
municipal cost from the January ice storm 
of 1998 when the city’s actual claim to Que-
bec for reimbursement was $2.7 million. 
This included tree pruning ($859,803), 
electrical repairs ($134,210), labour over-
time ($674,270) and road cleaning 
($716,273).
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Sports celebrities raise $400k for seniors in crisis 

Once again, the Cummings Centre 
Foundation’s Sports Celebrity Breakfast 
was a great success. It was the 19th edition 
of the foundation’s signature fundraising 
event. The annual celebration broke rec-
ords, raising over $400,000 for seniors in 
crisis. 

The theme of “30 years since the Mon-
treal Canadiens won the Stanley Cup” 
attracted community leaders, sports heroes 
and legends. It featured as “Sports Person-
ality of the Year” former Habs captain, 
Habs coach and Hockey Hall of Famer 
Guy Carbonneau, attending with former 
teammates Benoit Brunet and Vincent 
Damphousse, former GM Serge Savard, 
and former president Ronald Corey. 

Other honourees included guest of hon-
our Sylvan Adams, philanthropist, busi-
nessman and community leader, who sent 
a special video message from Israel; Den-
nis “El Presidente” Martinez, Expos base-
ball legend; and Chantal Machabée, Larry 
Fredericks Media Award recipient, vp of 
communications for the Canadiens. 

Among the sold-out crowd were the 

Cummings Centre Foundation’s Morton 
Minc, president, and Roslyn Wiener, 
immediate past co-president, and the 
Cummings Centre’s Gloria Steinberg, 
president; Pauline Grunberg, executive 
director; Shelley Paris, vice-president and 
Michael Beigleman, communications 
supervisor.
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Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave
Montreal Alouettes cheerleaders surround Roslyn Wiener and Morton Minc.

Guy Carbonneau and Serge Savard.

Gloria Steinberg, Pauline Grunberg and Shelley Paris.
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Charles
Pearo

Ph.D.
Real Estate Broker

cpearo@yahoo.com

C. 704-1063
B. 934-1818

Integrity &
Expertise
Working
for you! HERITAGE

Real Estate Agency

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

No. 1 Wood Ave.NEW PRICE $218,000 
Immediate Occupancy/ Motivated Vendor 

Centris #11123755 for more info 
Antonios Xipoleas, 514 770-9476 
Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker Groupe Sutton-Centre Ouest

WWEESSTTMMOOUUNNTT  
CCoommmmeerrcciiaall  uunniitt  ffoorr  ssaallee

January transfers: New Year, new (low) ratios 

Note: The following article relates to the 
registration of deeds of sale for Westmount 
property in January, gleaned from city 
transfer tax lists. A list of sales can be found 
on p. 17. 

The start of a new year and the intro-
duction of the 2023 valuation roll has 
meant an important new relationship 
between the sale prices and municipal tax 
values, with the average house price in 
January below the corresponding munici-
pal evaluation. This has happened in pre-
vious Januaries, often considered a “rump 
month” by market analysts, including both 
2020 and 2017 when new evaluations came 

into force. 
This year, buyers paid out $15,975,000 

in January for seven properties – six houses 
and a duplex – evaluated at $16,453,500, 
thus 2.9 percent less than the valuation fig-
ure, with three mark-downs and four 
mark-ups. 

The highest of the mark-ups was the 
only duplex to sell in the month, at 443-45 
Mount Stephen, which sold for 12 percent 
more than valuation, while the biggest 
mark-down was just four blocks away at 
432 Roslyn Ave., 20 percent less than its 
$3,717,900 valuation. Prices ranged from a 
low of $1,250,000 at 50 Windsor Ave. to 
$3,200,000 for 7 Summit Circle. 

The difference, of course, is the 31-per-
cent increase in the new (2023) municipal 
valuation roll, which has moved the aver-
age one- and two-family dwelling valuation 

up from $1,936,003 to $2,545,642, the latter 
of which is supposed to represent the aver-
age value of the “typical” Westmount one- 
or two-family dwelling as of July 1, 2021. 

Since then, of course, the pandemic 
surge that had buyers snapping up larger 
houses where they could have home 
offices, spend more time at home or other-
wise change their daily routine, died off as 
the pandemic wound down. The result is 
that the average prices had not moved 
much at all in the year and a half since the 
evaluation date. 

2 condos, one curiosity 

Only two condominium sales were reg-
istered in January, both among the smal-
lest ground-floor apartments in their 
respective buildings: Apt.1A at 399 Clarke 
Ave. sold about 2 percent above valuation, 

while Apt 101 at 1 Wood Ave. went for a full 
37 percent less, the biggest mark-down 
among January sales. 

Most of the ground floor at 1 Wood (but 
not Apt. 101) is made up of small commer-
cial condominiums which have access 
from 4055 St. Catherine St. Two of those 
sold in January, in two deeds, both from 
the same vendors to the same buyer and 
each for $85,000, which is well above their 
municipal tax value. 

One other sale registered in January 
involved a very small portion of West-
mount land that belongs to the new 4500 
Côte des Neiges Rd. apartment building, 
and because a second-storey apartment 
was purchased, the city was allowed to 
charge $13.50 in transfer tax for the West-
mount portion of the land, valued at 
$2,700.

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

50 Windsor, lowest price, $1,250,0007 Summit Circle, highest price, $3,200,000
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Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in January 2023 
Address                                                    Vendor                                                                                                                           Price                         2020 Val                        Ratio (%) 

432 Lansdowne                                         Hugh John McMillan & Joseph Paul Bruno Rodrigue                                          $1,730,000                      $1,962,400                             -11.8% 

622 Murray Hill                                         Daria Denissova & Philip Stasiak                                                                          $2,575,000                      $2,367,000                                8.8% 

432 Roslyn                                                 Xuri Tang                                                                                                                 $2,975,000                      $3,717,900                             -20.0% 

7 Summit Circle                                        Jesse Lee Kaminski                                                                                                 $3,200,000                      $3,110,500                                2.9% 

522 Victoria                                               Eric Leblanc                                                                                                            $2,045,000                      $1,963,500                                4.2% 

50 Windsor                                                Patricia McLane-Davey                                                                                           $1,250,000                      $1,367,600                               -8.6% 

DUPLEXES 

443-45 Mount Stephen                             Monique Gougeon                                                                                                 $2,200,000                      $1,964,600                              12.0% 

CONDOMINIUMS 

399 Clarke #1A                                          Laura Aileen Marler                                                                                                   $280,000                         $275,100                                1.8% 

1 Wood # 101                                            Louise Lespérance                                                                                                     $535,000                         $849,700                             -37.0% 

COMMERCIAL CONDOMINIUMS 

1 Wood # 113                                            Mahmoud Sepehri & Esmat Maskani                                                                        $85,000                           $49,600                              71.4% 

1 Wood # 119                                            Mahmoud Sepehri & Esmat Maskani                                                                        $85,000                           $50,100                              69.7%

profusion.globalProfusion Immobilier Inc. • Real Estate Agency

514.603.9870
tbaer@profusion.global

TINA BAER
Real Estate Broker

3 Rue Westmount-Square, app. 914 | Westmount | $5,195,000
2 bedrooms | 2+3 bathrooms

320 Rue Dufferin | Hampstead | $2,595,000
3+2 bedrooms | 3 bathrooms

530 Av. Mount-Pleasant | Westmount
$3,495,000 | 3+2 bedrooms | 3+1 bathrooms

Our Unparalleled International Network
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Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location

ALL ROOF TYPES 
& BRICKWORK
VENTILATION 
& METAL WORK
SKYLIGHT & 
THERMAL DOMES
Call for your 
Free Estimate 
514.932.7772 
belgrave@yahoo.ca 
belgraveroo ng.ca

We got 
you covered!

RBQ# 8261-4496-02

Member of

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com

McKenzie launches Have you seen her 

Westmounter Catherine McKenzie launched her 15th novel, Have you seen her, June 27 downtown 
at Indigo. The thriller, published by Atria, a division of Simon & Schuster, is set in California’s Yose-
mite National Park. McKenzie is the wife of the Independent’s editor. Photo: Independent.

Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W

Summer heat can mean naps
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28 years’ experience 

We want to be 
your contractor! 

Major renovations, 
including kitchens, 
bathrooms, decks 

& additions 

info@gestionartek.com 

514-326-8447 
6862, rue Bombardier, 

St. Léonard 
License RBQ: 8216-4880-25

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Xolo, a new family life 

We take the nurturance we give our 
dogs for granted, and that they will be 
chosen and placed as puppies and, unless 
there are difficult circumstances, will be 
living their best family lives in a stable 
home. 

Xolo did not have this beginning. He 
was born and spent his whole life with his 
siblings and 60 other dogs in an animal 
shelter in Mexico. He was brought to our 
country through an international rescue 
group and is now in foster care for the Bri 
Cares Adoption volunteer group. 

Xolo is a young fellow, almost three 
years old, a very handsome boxer mix. At 
the moment, he is getting to bask in a 
home dog’s routine with a buddy from 
another country’s international adoption 
project. He is used to other dogs – all sizes 
and ages – which is great, and doesn’t 

mind cats. 
After only a few months, he is getting 

pride of place at home with men and 
women (a bit more comfortable with 
women still as this was probably his pri-
mary human at the shelter). He is a shy 
boy, in need of nurturing and socializing 
on a routine, which gives him predictabil-
ity and accomplishment. He is on a har-
ness and leash during walks, and is still 
unsure of the new neighbourhood environ-
ment. 

Xolo is adapting fast, bonding quite 
well, receiving and giving so much contact 
and affection in his foster-family home. He 
is now playing interactive games and join-
ing in the dynamics of the household. 

Handsome young Xolo is very healthy, 
up to date with his inoculations, neutered 
and microchipped. For more information 
on him and the Bri Cares Adoptions vol-
unteer group, please do not hesitate to fol-
low them on Facebook and Instagram. You 
can also write to Briana at their email bri-
caresadoption@gmail.com and she will 
get back to you promptly with more 
information and photographs of Xolo. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Alan, in tailcoat tuxedo 

I am always curious when I hear the 
description of a cat as being a “tuxedo” type 
because of the placement of black-and-
white contrasting coat. Yes, I checked and, 
as you can see, he is ready every day, in a 
tux and mask, featuring his own tail, as for 
a fancy ball. 

He may be a formal-wear kittie, but he 

has a laid-back personality and outgoing 
nature. He is a cuddly lap cat who is not 
shy to ask for attention or snacks. He 
enjoys company, as he is quite friendly 
with people and would bond with another 
cat. 

Alan is three years old, very healthy, up 
to date with his inoculations, neutered and 
microchipped. If you would like more 
information on him and a peek at his 
foster family’s photos of him, please con-
tact the dedicated volunteers at Gerdy’s 
Rescues & Adoptions at their email info
@gerdysrescue.org. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Farewell, Alice 
Alice, the cat who has her image on the 

9 Lives column heading at left, has died at 
16. Born in a garden in Huntingdon south-
west of Montreal, she soon relocated, with 
her brother, to St. Henri. She moved up in 
the world to Grosvenor, a bit north of the 
border, and so almost a Westmounter and 
then down again to NDG to a very cat-, and 
raccoon-, friendly neighbourhood. 

For the last year, she has been in semi-
retirement in Lachine, and although she 
never went to the waterfront, she enjoyed 
the many waterfowl and other birds in the 
air overhead and was content chasing low-
flying bugs. – TS



At city council June 19 

Questions include Summit Woods, The Blvd., website info 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A number of questions on several 
different subjects were asked by ques-
tioners during the two question periods at 
the council meeting June 19. Among them 
were those ranging from the city’s surplus 
to more summer patrolling in Summit 
Woods as well as website information, 
reconstruction of The Boulevard and the 
city’s partnership with Marianopolis to cre-
ate a soccer field (see story June 27, p. 1). 

No questions were raised concerning 
the ongoing strike by city blue-collar work -
ers. 

Dorothy Lipovenko, of York St., asked 
Mayor Christina Smith why recent post-
ings on the city’s website failed to carry spe-
cific information on a number of items of 
interest to residents of District 5, where 
she lives. These included overnight work 
on the train tracks, closure of water and in -
form ation meetings. “Time and again,” she 
said, there was missing information. 

“Your feedback is noted,” Mayor Smith 
said, saying that a “new communications” 
structure was in process. 

Lipovenko was followed to the mic by 
Janis Kraut of The Boulevard on topics 
about which she has written many emails 
to the council. She questioned the value of 
Westmount having its own electric utility 
and a need for reconstruction of The Boul-
evard. She likened its condition to a street 
in Kabul. 

“You say you want to make our street 
safe,” Kraut said, “then it falls into a deep 
hole.” 

Consultation to come 

The city will “embark on a re-design of 
The Boulevard this year,” for which there 
would be public consultation, the mayor 
explained. 

“It’s a very busy road that requires a 
massive investment,” she added. It was one 

of other major streets for which “I have a 
very long list.” 

Kraut then deviated from the question 
period process by approaching the council 
table, distributing printed material and 
speaking directly to council members with 
her back turned to the audience and the 
cameras. The mayor reacted strongly to 
this paper hand-out and approach, stating 
angrily: “You have made a serious accusa-
tion against me.” 

At this point, Public Security director 
Greg McBain “escorted” Kraut back to her 
seat while John Fretz, of Lansdowne, took 
another turn at the mic, asking about more 
summer patrolling by “people in blue” in 

Summit Woods, possible by summer 
cadets. “It gets really busy,” he said. 

“I think it’s a great idea,” Mayor Smith 
said. 

Having already asked about the city’s 
surpluses based on the audited financial 
report (see separate story, p. 12), he now 

repeated his frequent call for more atten-
tion to Summit Woods and increased 
patrolling.
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Assistant Sought 

I am looking for an on-site part-time assistant with Mac expertise 
to help me organize and catalogue photographs & documents 
etc. Please call Aurel at 514-582-4157. 

Weeding & Yard Work 
Garden cleaning, small lawns, weeding, adding mulch, yard 
cleanup, raking leaves. Text/Message Vince at 514-294-5562. 

Art Exhibition & Sale 
@ Retro, 5515 Laurendeau, H4E 3V9. Saturday, July 8, 2023 11:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Music by DJ Ms. Menous. Paintings, mixed 
media, Janis Walsh and friends.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
at 

www.westendclassifieds.com 
Buy locally to sell locally

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent

• British & European newspapers
• Specializing in fashion & interior

design • Imported chocolates
• BELL lifestyle natural products

• Lottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square
At foot of escalator leading from/to

Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

Montreal Family Photographer 
In Studio + At Home 

Capturing Authentic Family Moments 
438 300-1035 www.maryamsoutham.com 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

The eastern entrance to Summit Woods on June 30. Photo: Independent.
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Maccarone supports McGill collective’s initiative 

Petition asking province for tests targetting date-rape drugs 
falls short of goal, will likely be processed this fall 
By Alice Myers 

COVID-19 was not the only pandemic 
that spread over the last three years. The 
Canadian Red Cross reports that rape 
cases, domestic violence and sexual assault 
saw a global spike during quarantine. 
Despite the estimate by the World Health 
Organization that one in three women 
have experienced sexual or intimate-
partner violence in their lifetimes, the topic 
continues to be ignored in some people’s 
view. 

This is the sentiment of both provincial 
politician Jennifer Maccarone and fourth-
year McGill University student Solenne 
Trequesser, who were involved in a recent 
McGill Collective for Gender Equality peti-
tion campaigning for free and accessible 
drug tests to tell whether or not one’s drink 
has been spiked – an act that frequently 
precedes date rape or sexual assault. 

Westmount-St. Louis legislator Macca-
rone, with whom the Independent spoke by 

phone on June 8, explains that “the 
[recently deposited] petition is currently 
waiting for a legislative working session in 
the provincial government,” which will 
most likely occur in September or October. 
The politician, who notes that all her past 
petitions have been rejected, is doubtful 
about her most recent one’s success, saying 
that approving it could make the govern-
ment “look bad.” 

The Independent spoke with Trequesser, 
an international development studies stu-
dent, by phone on June 16. Trequesser 
explains that the petition was a project that 
took place outside of a McGill semester, so 
it was only signed by 425 people, a number 
significantly below Trequesser’s goal of 
700. The student notes that although the 
overall response to the petition was posi-
tive, it “could have been better.” 

Close to home 

For Trequesser, the issue surrounding 
this petition “hits close to home,” as she 

has seen several of her friends drugged. 
Her proposal is to have “free, readily avail-
able drug tests in every health establish-
ment and university campus around the 
city,” for drink testing. 

And this objective is not an impossible 
one – according to Maccarone, this project 
would cost around $500,000, an “almost 
insignificant amount on a multibillion-dol-
lar [provincial] budget.” The provincial gov-
ernment is already working on distributing 
10,000 drink covers to various Montreal 
bars, but Maccarone points out that be -
cause most drugging these days actually 
happens behind the bar, this pilot project 
will not be so useful. Even if it were, Tre-
quesser notes that when resources (like 
drink covers) are available, they are not 
“well advertised” or made known to the 
general population. 

Without drug tests, gamma-hydroxybu-
tyric acid (GHB), the primary drug used in 
date rape, is almost impossible to catch. 
Therefore, it is difficult to arrest perpetra-

tors. After being convicted, the assailant 
faces a minimum punishment of im -
prison ment for a term of only six months, 
according to the website criminalnote
book.ca. Maccarone believes that penalties 
need to be increased. 

Another challenge is that some victims 
choose not to press charges against their 
assailant because, as both Maccarone and 
Trequesser emphasize, reliving such an 
event can be extremely traumatic, and, 
Maccarone says, “unworthy of such a small 
sentence.” 

If their petition is rejected, Maccarone 
and Trequesser agree that the most impor-
tant thing the general population can do is 
to spread awareness and to stop keeping 
this subject taboo. 

With UNwomen.org estimating the glo-
bal number of women having experienced 
sexual assault at 736 million, the petition’s 
initiators agree that the topic should be 
spoken about much more without shame 
or stigma attached.

CONSTRUCTION

ANGUS
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Brick Work•Stone work•Tuck Pointing
Window Sills•Chimneys 

IAN SUTHERLAND
RBQ : 5776 5083 01

www.constructionangus.com
angusconstruction83@gmail.com

Tel 514 262 3320

Longtime resident Jacco appeals for Westmounters’ help 

Expressway squatters waiting for eviction order to be executed 
By Martin C. Barry 

After the Quebec Court of Appeal ruled 
that an eviction order against some 
campers living under the Ville Marie Ex -
press way must stand, the unofficial mayor 
of the squatters’ village remained opti-
mistic last week – while waiting for the 
other shoe to drop. 

“They haven’t given us a date yet,” said 
Jacco, who has lived in the encampment 
the longest – about 10 years – in a group 
of up to 20 people. 

Although he acknowledged the looming 
ultimatum, the original date for eviction 
has long since passed. “We will see what 
happens next,” he said. 

Last week, after several months of court-
ordered postponements, the court ruled 
that an eviction order obtained by Trans-
ports Québec last November for execution 
in March could finally be carried out so that 
the provincial highways ministry can make 
repairs on the expressway’s structure. 

Intervening on the campers’ behalf, a 
legal defence group for the poor known as 
the Mobile Legal Clinic had been asking 
for the eviction to be postponed to July 15. 
This was after several postponements had 
been granted previously on the premise 
that appropriate lodging would be found 

for the squatters. 
When asked what plans he and those 

remaining were making, Jacco replied, 
“We want to leave and are looking for ways. 
We are looking for help.” He is appealing 

to Westmounters to lend a hand in helping 
to move the squatters, while also possibly 
storing their belongings until a permanent 
place for them to live is found.

R. E. Mitchell named 
to Order of Canada 

Westmounter Robert Edward Mit-
chell was made a member of the Order 
of Canada by Governor General Mary 
Simon last month for “his many dec-
ades of contributions to the field of 
intellectual property, both nationally 
and internationally.” The three levels 
of the recognition, in ascending order, 
are: member, officer and companion.

Seen here on June 30, part of the squatters’ encampment is filled with recyclable materials that 
have been accumulated over time.
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Walkable, shoppable 
Westmount 

Westmount is a walkable city, including its two major 
shopping districts, which makes it shoppable, too. 

Greene Ave. is at the junction of bus routes, the Atwater 
Metro station (via the Westmount Square-Alexis Nihon 

tunnel), the de Maisonneuve bike path and major streets 
like Sherbrooke, St. Catherine and Greene itself. 

Victoria village is similarly sited near major streets, 
bus routes, the bike path and the Vendôme Metro station, 

as well as the Glen super-hospital. 

It is hard to say what services and products aren’t 
available in these shopping districts. Looking for general 

Shop locally – Support your
Serving Westmount since 1920

Rob Callard and 
Nicos Kyriakopoulos 

A Westmount Tradition Since 1920 
103 Years and We’re Just 

Getting Started! 

1377 Greene, Westmount

Serving Westmount since 1920

Fine Lingerie • Loungewear 
Daywear • Swimwear 

514-484-5656 
4861 Sherbrooke St. W. 

cheryl@courvalfinelingerie.com 
www.courvalfinelingerie.com

Serving Westmount since 1929

Campbell Gallery 
and Picture Framing 
John & Glenn Campbell, 

owners 

For all your framing needs 

4916 Sherbrooke St. W., 
Westmount 

514-481-1560   
campbellpictureframing@gmail.com

Serving Westmount since 1959

Come visit us at our new office, 
we will help you plan 
your dream vacation! 

345 Victoria Ave., Suite 301 
514-552-1552 

info@vcdtravel.com

Serving Westmount since 1962

The Pickrell Family 

Flowers for all occasions 

360 Victoria Avenue 
514-488-9121

Highest Prices Paid 
JEWELRY • PAINTINGS 

GOLD • SILVER 

1331 Greene Av #200 
Westmount 

514-937-6191 
coachluxury.com

Serving Westmount since 1972 Serving Westmount since 1980

Cheryl Glense – owner 

514-481-8600 
4863 Sherbrooke Street W. 

cheryl@ritsiplus.com 
www.ritsiplus.com

Serving Westmount since 1937

SUMMER SALE 
ON BICYCLES 

TREK, KONA, 
CANNONDALE and 3T 

313 Victoria Avenue 
www.martinswiss.com 

514-488-9717
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Serving Westmount since 2021

Your Packing, Shipping 
and Printing specialists 

in Westmount 

4146A St. Catherine St. W. 
514 667-2005 

www.store560theupsstore.ca

Serving Westmount since 1995

Boulangerie 
le fournil 

Robyn and Tawn Friedman 
owners 

We specialize in custom cakes, 
party favours, smash cakes 

and catered dinners. 
You will love our famous sticky buns. 

4910 Sherbrooke St. West 
514-485-6647

Serving Westmount since 2009 

Clara Kwan, owner 
Fresh, local, 
organic food 

330A Victoria Ave., Westmount 
info@lautrechoix.ca 

514-369-1888

Serving Westmount since 2008

Pierre Le Gourriérec, owner 
• Quality art material • Expert advice 

and outstanding service 
328A Victoria Avenue 

514-843-1881 
www.avenuedesarts.ca

Fine Art Supplies

Serving Westmount since 2007

WESTMOUNT 
INDEPENDENT 

We are Westmount 

Advertise to find 
new clients – 

13,800+ copies weekly 
310 Victoria Ave., #105 H3Z 2M9 

www.westmountindependent.com

Serving Westmount since 2021

4498 St. Catherine W. 
514-394-1114 

www.pmcglobal.ca

Healthy and holistic pet food, accessories, 
grooming services and delivery.

Serving Westmount since 1993

Hogg Hardware 
We have 

what you need! 
Proudly serving the Westmount 

community for over 30 years 

4855 Sherbrooke St. W. 

514-934-4644

neighbourhood merchants

and specialty grocery stores? Men and women’s clothing; 
shoes; restaurants and cafés; take-out food; dry cleaning 

and tailoring; art; veterinarians, groomers and 
pet supplies; salons for men and women; health clubs 
and spas, pharmacies and many specialty retailers? 

We’ve got them! 

In the last 15 years, the city has worked to improve the 
sitting areas in both districts, adding to the liveability 

of the neighbourhood. 

But it isn’t magic. These retailers rely on customers – 
on us – to flourish and keep offering us new items and 

services for purchase. If you can find what you need 
locally, please shop here. (And if you’ve seen anyone’s 

advertisement in the Independent, let them know.) 

David Price, editor

Serving Westmount since 2020

Your source in 
Westmount for inspiring 

kitchen essentials. 

4859 Sherbrooke St. W. 
514-481-2341 

www.lacookery.com
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Annual maintenance by a skilled and licenced technician will keep your gas-fired 
pool heater or heat pump working 
efficiently for many years to come.514-990-1346

CHAUFFAGE DIRECT INC. 
DIRECT HEATING INC.

Words & Deeds honours France Chrétien Desmarais, André Desmarais 

The Words & Deeds Leadership Award 
was presented June 20 to France Chrétien 
Desmarais and André Desmarais by the 
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, hon-
ouring them for their contribution to 
humanitarian causes. 

Co-Chaired by Claudine and Stephen 
Bronfman, the dînatoire was held in the 
oval room of the Ritz-Carlton Montreal, 
where leaders of the Montreal, Quebec and 
Canadian business, academic, not-for-
profit and governmental sectors celebrated 
the Desmarais family. 

Proceeds from the event will support 
the advocacy work of CIJA in Quebec and 
across Canada. 

Attendees included CIJA Chair Gail 
Adelson-Marcovitz; committee chairs 
Brenda Gewurz and Jonathan Goldbloom; 
CIJA local chair Martin Rosenthal; busi-
nessman and philanthropist Sylvan 
Adams; David Goodman, Goodman Foun-
dation, and representatives of the Azrieli 

Foundation. 
A live performance featured Tymisha 

Harris and Taurey Butler from Josephine – 
A Musical Cabaret, the recent hit show at 
the Segal Centre celebrating the life of jazz 

legend and human rights advocate Jose-
phine Baker. 

The Words & Deeds Leadership Award 
was established in 2006 by CIJA, advocacy 
agent of the Jewish Federations of Canada, 

as a national award that recognizes leaders 
whose contributions to humanitarian 
causes, and to tolerance, inclusion and civil 
discourse are truly remarkable.

Gail Adelson-Marcovitz, Brenda Gewurz, Jonathan Goldbloom, Claudine Bronfman, France Chrétien Desmarais, André Desmarais and Stephen 
 Bronfman.

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave
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MUHC’s Bal Rouge raises $1.7 million 

Scott Fitzgerald would have been proud. 
Total Events transformed massive 

Windsor Station into a Great Gatsby gar -
den of deco design for the MUHC Foun-
dation’s Le Bal Rouge gala. Guests entered 
by two large doors delineated by 1920s 
architectural elements, a theme carried out 
in the table settings. Sculptural lighting 
was shock and awe. Massive chandeliers 
of twinkling icicles twirled over the black-
tie-clad guests. 

MUHC Foundation outgoing president 
Julie Quenneville, lovely in a bouffant-
skirted strapless gown, greeted guests with 
incoming interim president Harris Poulis. 

The soirée honoured Dr. Kevin Schwar -
tz man, director respiratory medicine 
MUHC and the Montreal Chest Institute 
(MCI) of the MUHC. The local res attend -
ed with his children Emily Schwartzman 
and Matthew Schwartzman, and his wife 
Dr. Christine Legler. 

Also seen were the MUHC Founda-
tion’s Dream Big Campaign co-chairs Marc 
Parent, CEO of CAE; and Jean Charest, 
McCarthy Tétrault, attending with his wife 

Michelle Dionne. 
Amidst the chic crowd were Norman 

Steinberg, vice-chair BFL Canada, with 
Renée Kessler; David Hewitt, president, 
Hewitt Group; Michael Goodman, presi-
dent Orange Phoenix Holdings; Jane 
Craighead; Alexandre Viau, director gen-
eral Deragon; Patrick Shea, McCarthy Tét-
rault; Anna Martini, Psycho Bunny; Marie 
Josée Lamothe, president Tandem Int’l, 
and Bryan Fitzpatrick, director business 

development, Pomerleau, Inc., there with 
his wife Nancy Fitzpatrick. 

MUHC Foundation Respiratory Cam-
paign co-chairs were Scott Jones, CEO 
Nova Steel, Paul Beattie, founder BT Glo-
bal Growth; and John Kaladijan, senior 
portfolio manager RBC. 

Gala co-chairs were Lisa Giannone, 
president/COO BFL Can ada, and MUHC 
Foundation board members Lucie Guille-
mette, executive vp/CCO Air Canada; 

Sacha Haque, partner Sagard; Maria Della 
Posta, president Pratt & Whitney Canada. 

MUHC guests included Peter Kruyt, 
board chair, with Claire Kruyt; Dr. Lucie 
Opatrny, president and executive director; 
Sarah Pritchard RI-MUHC board chair; 
Kheng Ly, Briva Group and his wife Kinh 
Bang; and Julie Snyder. 

Politicians enjoying the jazzy night were 
former Quebec premier 
Philippe Couillard, provin-

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

continued on p. 26

Emily Schwartzman, Matthew Schwartzman, Christine Legler and Kevin Schwartzman.
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GIA certified in 18k yellow gold
Featuring 107 brilliant cut diamonds 19.26ctw
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Julie Quenneville and Nadine Renaud-Tinker. 



26 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – July 4, 2023

Snuff Bottles

Lucie Guillemette, Lisa Giannone, Sacha Haque and Maria Della Posta. Michèle Dionne, Jean Charest, Julie Snyder and Monsef Derraji.

cial legislators Monsef Derraji, Désirée 
McGraw and Jennifer Maccarone, and 
soon to be elected MP Anna Gainey. 

The 1920s-inspired dinner was created 
by Armando Arruda, director catering Fair-
mont Queen Elizabeth. The amazing four-
course meal included tiger shrimp, smok -
ed salmon, lobster Newburg and tourne-
dos Rossini. Dessert disappeared quickly 
and was danced away to performances by 
Paul Chacra’s 1945 The Banc and DJ Fafa 
Khan. The fun gala raised $1.68 million for 
MUHC Foundation Dream Big: Breathe 
Easier Campaign.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 25

Posing with a Great Gatsby-esque model: Kheng Ly and Kinh Bang; Norman Steinberg and Renée Kessler; and Bryan and Nancy Fitzpatrick.

A 1920s Cinderella moment.
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

Westmount
9 SEVERN AV.

Westmount
102 COLUMBIA AV.

$4,395,000

$1,565,000

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6Scan me to know me!

NEW

NEW

4 3+1

4 3 + 1 1

2
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SOLD

11 av. Douglas Westmount

SOLD

3123 av. Daulac, Westmount adj.

SOLD

200 av. Lansdowne #103 Westmount

B R I A N  D U TC H E D O UA R D  G A M AC H E
Residential Real Estate Broker & Advisor

EASTERN TOWNSHIPS - 99 ACRE ESTATE WITH 300’ FRONTAGE ON ECOLOGICAL "LAKE TROUSERS”

Brian Dutch  Edouard Gamache


