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Westmount Historical Association announces fall series

Program kicks off Sept. 21 on
library’s 125-year celebrations

Lightning hits house near summit

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Next year’s 125th anniversary of the
Westmount Public Library is being kicked
off Thursday, September 21 with the first
of three monthly programs to be presented
by the Westmount Historical Association
(WHA) as a prelude to the celebration year.

These will feature the role the munici-
pal library has played throughout the years
as the first publicly funded one in Quebec
in 1899. They are to take place at Victoria
Hall from 7 to 9 pm as well as being offered
in free real-time Zoom attendance for
which registration can be made at wha-
wpl-architecture.eventbrite.ca.

“We wanted to present a background to
where the library is today, showing the
building additions as well as the changing
nature and growth of the collections over
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the years,” said series coordinator Caroline
Breslaw in announcing the program with
WHA president Louise Carpentier.

This opening segment will feature
retired mayor Peter Trent, who steered the
library through its major building and res-
toration project in 1995, at which time it
added many internet services.

With him will be architects Julia Gerso-
vitz and Rosanne Moss, founding partners
of EVOQ Architecture, who played key
roles in the project to refurbish the gran-
deur of the 1899 library.

Looking at the next programs

The second program follows on Thurs-
day, October 19, with a rundown of 125
years of collection, programs and services.
This will be presented by
Peter McNally, professor continued on p. 16

A fire broke out at 10 Bellevue Ave., located between Aberdeen and Sunnyside, on August 30 when
lightning struck the house. Photo contributor Patrick Martin counted 17 trucks and 60 firefighters.
The fire did not spread. Westmount Public Security was first on the scene, followed by Montreal
firefighters. See p. 3 for story.

..................

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WESTMOUNT PUBLIC SECURITY, LEFT, & P. MARTIN, RIGHT.

New signage coming
for Greene rail underpass

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

For many years now, oversized trucks
on Greene Ave. have been hitting the Cana-
dian Pacific railway overpass despite a var-
iety of warning signs and deterrents.

In a motion at the Westmount city
council meeting August 21, however, an
agreement between the city and the
Réseau de transport métropolitain (EXO)
was approved unanimously to “reduce the

number of collisions.”

The motion refers to “plans to install a
protection system including several infra-
structures and equipment in the vicinity
of the Greene overpass on part of the lots
owned by the city of Westmount,” though
the type of warning equipment was not
specified.

Despite this, District 8 councillor Kath-
leen Kez, who moved the
motion, said the equip-

..................

continued on p. 8
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Everyone already out after lightning strike

Public Security searches for baby in smoke-filled house

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Public safety officers took two fire extin-
guishers from patrol vehicles to enter a
smoke-filled house at 10 Upper Bellevue
August 30 in search of a baby they were
told was inside, Public Security director
Greg McBain said. The house was reported
to have been struck by lightning in a
sudden thunderstorm.

First to arrive on the scene after being

flagged down by a passer-by at 2:06 pm, the
officers found heavy smoke billowing from
the house and spoke to a caretaker found
outside. Confronted by a language barrier,
they managed to get in through an open
front door.

A quick search from what turned out to
be “misinformation,” McBain said, reveal-
ed no one inside and no injuries were
reported.

A subsequent call to residents of the

Arrested, charged with theft of bicycle
PSOs catch suspect
during pursuit in dead of night

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

A public safety officer on the overnight
shift August 28 noticed a suspicious-look-
ing man coming out of a lane at 376-378
Clarke at 2:30 am. He was riding a bicycle
and holding onto a second one, Public
Security officials said.

As the man rode south on Clarke to the
bike path on de Maisonneuve, the officer
called for back-up as well as police while
the suspect continued east on the bike
path.

Appearing to be “spooked” after spot-
ting officers, the man moved to a lane off
Olivier. As he was followed, the suspect
dropped the second bicycle on Westmount
Square property. He was found on St.
Catherine turning onto Gladstone and into
a laneway. He ended up jumping off the
first bicycle but stopped for the patrollers
as police arrived.

Police took him into custody and placed
him under arrest while PSOs went back to
pick up the stolen bike and the one the sus-
pect had been riding.

Identified as a 33-year-old resident of

the city of Montreal, the man was released
on a summons to appear in court for theft.
He was also issued two tickets by Public
Security: one for $155 for trespassing on
private property on Clarke; another for
$230 for obstructing the work of a public
safety officer.

Gas leak on Clandeboye
shuts off power

PHOTO COURTESY OF JIM RICHARDS.

A gas leak at 132 Clandeboye August 31

resulted in power being shut down and

traffic blocked on the street, Public Security

officials said. Reported at 8:10 am, required

repair work was reported completed at 9:40
am.

house confirmed that no one would have
been inside and all information was relay-
ed to firefighters on their subsequent arri-
val, McBain said. “Workers across the
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street had heard a big bang.”

The fire department was reported to
have left by 4:21 pm.

The incident brought to memory a
lightning strike on the chimney of the
house on Edgehill some years ago.

See photos on p. 1.
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PRAY FOR THE
FOREST-FIRE VICTIMS

All affected by the fires are in our
thoughts and prayers. “Go to Joseph,”
(Genesis 41:55). Quebec, please pray the
Litany of Saint Joseph every day.

MATTHEW R. DUNNIGAN, ITALY

WHY STOP AT FIREPLACES?

The city of Westmount adopted a new
by-law on solid-fuel appliances and fire-
places (see August 21, p. 1).

In the same line of thought, I think that
I will propose more by-laws:

1. It will be prohibited to have power
failures lasting longer than 2.5 minutes,
so that citizens will not be inconvenienced
or left to freeze in the cold,

2. Unnecessary roadwork as was done
on Lexington Ave. will be prohibited to
save on highly polluting concrete-making,
save on trucks coming and going, and thus
reduce the city’s carbon footprint,

3. Temporary garages will be allowed in
winter, to save on snow removal by private
contractors, save on gas, and reduce resi-
dents’ carbon footprint,

4. Outdoor clotheslines will be allowed
to dry clothes and save electricity, and thus
reduce residents’ carbon footprint,

5. Plastic drainpipes will be allowed in
houses to save on highly energy-intensive
manufacturing of copper or cast-iron
pipes,

6. Above-ground swimming pools will

LETTERS TO

be allowed, to save on highly polluting con-
crete-making, save on trucks coming and
going, and thus reduce residents’ carbon
footprint.

Louis CAOUETTE, UPPER ROSLYN AVE.

THANKS BRAVE COMIX, KAL

Recently, the awesome comic book
store, Brave Comix, at 4154 St. Catherine
St. in Westmount, closed its doors for the
last time. I discovered the literary treasures
in Brave Comix when I was a grade 5 stu-
dent (I am now 12) and proceeded to spend
most of my allowance (and probably more!)
on Saturday mornings at Bagels on
Greene, followed by a stop to see Kal.

I really love Star Wars comic books, and
Kal always had the latest installments.
Green Lantern was his favourite series, but
he encouraged me to keep reading my
favourites, and told me about his preferred
comic book stores in NY.

Kal, thanks for having a great store. I
wish you the best of luck.

HARRY GARSCHAGEN,
DE MAISONNEUVE BLvD.

PLEASE DEAL WITH
STAYNER PARK SAFETY ISSUE

The city of Westmount needs to address
a growing problem in its parks. Take
Stayner Park as a case study. There has
been a clear increase in the number of
homeless people loitering in Stayner Park
throughout the summer. With more home-
less people, there has been an increase in
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THE EDITOR

crime, leaving the residents feeling unsafe.
In the week of August 21 alone, a homeless
man suffered a very loud breakdown -
screaming obscenities and attacking a
fence by the comfort station; there was an
overnight camper who set up a lean-to; and
on Prospect St., which abuts Stayner Park,
a car window was smashed, likely for a
thief to steal a briefcase.

When residents speak with city coun-
cillors or Public Safety, we are told to
remain vigilant and call security if we see
anything suspicious. We want the city to
deal with this issue before it becomes more
widespread. Staying attentive is not a sol-
ution to this safety problem. As it now
stands, we are asked to watch idly while
the problem gets bigger, albeit we are ask-
ed to watch with vigilance.

MI1cHAEL PorAK, PENELOPE KERSHAW,
ANNA & PHiLiP BErEC, GIUSEPPE
Cu1ovITTI, ALICIA FALCONE, FRANK
CaNDIDO, O11viA CANDIDO, JULIAN
CANDIDO, HEATHER WYER, ADEELA
ARSHAD-AYAZ, M. AYAZ NASEEM, SHAUN
McMAHON, ANITA CHANDAN, ALEX
OPPEN AND SAM SUTHERIAND, MORAG
AND PETER HOWLETT, PROSPECT ST.

& NINA SILVERSTONE, ROBERT KORNE, DR.
CAROLINE REINHOLD, DR. ELRIC WINTER,
AND ToBY MORANTZ, CLANDEBOYE AVE.

Editor’s note: While the city of Westmount
has undoubtedly taken on a public-safety
role by having a Public Safety department,
residents should be aware that criminal
law enforcement is primarily the role of
the Montreal police, which they pay for
through the Montreal agglomeration
(roughly one half of Westmount’s spend-
ing and taxing). — DP.

LONG COURT BATTLE AGAINST
BiLL 96 BEGINS

The Independent received this press release
August 27.

The Task Force on Linguistic Policy’s
fight against the Legault government’s
oppressive Bill 96 has begun! On August
29, lawyers from the Bergman law firm
[were to] appear on behalf of the Task Force
to contest the impact of the law.

Task Force president Andrew Caddell
points out that while this hearing is a for-
mality, it is significant for the Task Force.
“Just as crossing the Rubicon was an im-
portant moment in history, this hearing is
the beginning of a journey that will likely
end in the Supreme Court of Canada.”

Caddell is one of six plaintiffs. They also
include:

« General plaintiffs acting as public inter-
estlitigants, as a constitutional question.
« A teacher concerned about his status due

to education provisions in Bill 96.

« A businessperson whose commercial
affairs are affected by Bill 96.

« A permanent resident with an autoim-
mune disease who cannot receive com-
munications in English.

« A mother whose autistic child has not
been able to receive proper specialized
care because his first language is Eng-
lish.

Michael Bergman, who leads a team of
lawyers, will face lawyers from the attor-
neys general of Quebec and Canada. He
has taken on this case with great determi-
nation. He promises to “pursue this case
with diligence, dispatch and to the fullest
extent possible.”

The Task Force has been busy these last
few months. It all began with advertising
to ensure bilingual municipalities kept
their status and adopted resolutions, a very
important step needed under Bill 96 to per-
mit continued services and communica-
tions to residents in English.

We launched a “Tell Us Your Story” pro-
gram, which gives a platform for those
persecuted under Bill 96 to report their
stories via www.TheTaskForce.ca so we can
tell the world what is happening in Que-
bec.

We also began collaborating with Bridg-
ing Ethnic Communities (RCE.BEC.org)
for protests in the form of rolling proces-
sions. An event will be planned each
month with each event getting bigger and
bigger.

The Task Force on Linguistic Policy/
Comité spécial sur la politique linguistique
was formed in June of 2021 to fight Bill 96
and Bill C-13, the federal Official Languages
Act. It boasts thousands of subscribers and fol-
lowers on social media. It is active in the com-
munity and uses crowd sourcing to finance its
efforts and lawsuit challenging the constitu-
tionality of Bill 96. Learn more at www.The
TaskForce.ca.

We welcome
your letters

We welcome your letters but reserve
the right to choose and edit them.
Please limit to 300 words and submit
before Friday 1o am to be considered
for publication the following week.
Email us at:

editor@westmountindependent.com
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Children log 7,100 hours of reading
Closing party Sept. 9 to wind up annual summer club

By LAUREEN SWEENEY Yele S T

A closing party for this year’s annual TD
Summer Reading Club for the Westmount
children’s library takes place September 9
at Victoria Hall for the 210 who registered
for this year’s events under the theme of
“Check this out.”

Designed to encourage reading, the
theme focused on “cool stuff, amazing
facts, exploring the world around us and
everything that makes us curious,” said
children’s librarian Wendy Wayling.

In announcing that participants logged
a total of 7,100 hours of reading “and count-
ing,” she said the closing party would fea-
ture Ensemble La Cigale, a musical group
specializing in performing the music of
the Renaissance and Baroque eras on
period instruments.

“Come and discover some amazing
ancient instruments and unusual music
in La Cigale’s Cabinet of Curiosities. The
interactive event will feature pieces from
the Baroque period, along with a battle of
instruments, musical puzzles, and more,”
she said.

All the many events that took place this  * 2 it :
year as part of the club were “full” Wayling ~ Children’s librarian Wendy Wayling reads about forest animals July 12 as part of the summ
said. Many were held in the garden along
with some 400 attendees at the “Movie tured a showing of the Super Mario Bros.

l

reading club. PHOTOS COURTESY OF WESTMOUNT PuBLIC LIBRARY
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Contractor hired to groom and prepare 3 dog runs

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Dog owners will likely be pleased with
news from the city council on August 21
that the city was awarding a contract
described in the resolution as “mainten-
ance of dog runs,” but turns out to be far

Greene underpass, cont’d from p. 1

ment would not affect Selby Park — “a good
thing.” She later emphasized the need to
protect the park area.

Previous warnings have included
booms as well as signs designed to warn
drivers of the height clearance of 3.5
meters (10 feet, 11 inches). Nevertheless,
especially when trucks climb the hill north-
bound from St. Antoine, collisions are so
frequent that nearby residents often send
photos of another strike to the Independent.

To sign on city’s behalf

While the Quebec government, through
the transport minister, is prepared to auth-
orize the new warning project by EXO, the
motion states, the city will proceed with
the agreement to be signed by the mayor
and city clerk/director of legal services on
behalf of the city.

NEW

LUXURY

“This is not really a maintenance
contract,” Public Works director Robert
Talarico told the Independent. “This con-
tract was awarded to add material to the
three dog parks in Westmount. The con-
tractor needs to pull the weeds and fix the
geo-textile in certain areas before adding

the materials.”

§ . jADUC FERROVIAIRE
1 35 E

The contract was approved at a cost of
$67,088.73, including tax credits, from
Pelouse Santé Inc., listed as the only bid
received in a call for tenders by invitation.
The fenced-in dog runs are located in
Westmount Park, King George (Murray)
Park and the Westmount Athletic
Grounds.

These are covered with a granite/sand
mix, which some users had complained
can be dusty and be difficult for the dogs’
owners/guardians to walk on (see story
October 5, 2021, p.7).

It was tested, however, and reported to
be safe when inhaled.

The current northbound/uphill Greene underpass signage, as seen September 1.

The Independent has chronicled at least
18 hits of the overpass since November
2020 (see July 11, p. 7 and December 13,
2022, p. 23). Many more have been report-
ed over more than at least 20 or 30 years.

When trucks hit the overpass, the city’s
public safety officers are usually called to
the scene to control traffic and help the
trucks back down the hill when possible.
This is often accomplished by deflating

tires.

The collisions tie up traffic and delay
the commuter trains while CP police or
other officials are called and attend.

APARTMENTS

|.e Cartier

Corner of
Peel and Sherbrooke

Catherine Paradis
(514) 586-1511
cparadis@lecartier.ca
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$3,650,000

AV. DES PINS O. | VILLE-MARIE
$850,000

AV.ELM | WESTMOUNT
$2,898,000
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$5,475,000

1303 Av. Greene #500, Westmount, QC H3Z 2A7 | Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency
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s =

AV. OAKLAND | WESTMOUNT
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At Selwyn House
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* Pickleball * Golf * Pumpkin Carving

* Mah-Jong ° Guest Speaker: Royal Orr

¢ Trips: Apple-picking, Pointe a Calliere Museum
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Register FREE SAMPLE CLASSES: Tai Chi, Ballroom Cardio
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in person!

As always our
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can help with:
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us to get a copy of the NEW
FALL 2023 NEWLETTER

with details on our courses,
activities and registration!

Grocery shopping

Rides to medical
appointments

One-on-one tech help |

Telecheck -
Daily Calls

Resource

info@contactivitycentre.org

4695, boul. de Maisonneuve Ouest
Westmount, QC H3Z 1L9

information/Outreach

Sale price: $8 million — school looks to future

Villa Sainte-Marcelline
closes deal for its campus

By JENNIFER BALL

Villa Sainte-Marcelline is writing a new
chapter in its 64-year history while welcom-
ing a new cohort of girls for the start of the
2023 school year.

The August 28 back-to-school date
marked a major milestone in the history
of the school. Last June, the corporation of
the school purchased the school’s land and
buildings belonging to the Congrégation
des Soeurs de Sainte-Marcelline for $8 mil-
lion after a long and blustery negotiation
(see June 6 issue, p. 10).

The focus of the 2023-2024 school year
can now be academics and sports rather
than rescue committees, parent protests
and media relations.

A new, entirely lay board of directors
has been formed, committed to educa-
tional work. The congregation does not
have representatives on the board, nor have
they placed any conditions on the sale.
They will be removed from school govern-
ance entirely.

Co-president of the school corporation
Michael Gentile wants to focus now on the
future, the positivity of the opening of
school and the hope they have going for-
ward.

He said a deal was authored because “...
above everything else [the congregation]
wanted certainty...

“It was disclosed in various meetings
with the parents that their original asking
price was $12-$13 million, so their move
to lower their ask in June was a major con-
cession and key in allowing us to come to
a deal. Helped by the fact that we had 100
percent certainty on financing and funds
available to close the deal on our side,”
Gentile summarized.

In discussing the school’s immediate
goals and needs, he said that there used to

be a two-year waiting list and now young
women can get a spot this year or next year,
without a delay.

According to Gentile, the issues men-
tioned in an October 6, 2022 email from
Sister Marielle Dion, indicating that “..
approximately 12 to 16 million dollars must
be invested to ensure the conformity and
modernity of the buildings...” have been
addressed.

Is the school unsafe? “No, not at all,”
Gentile affirmed.

“I don’t want to speak out of turn
because the [Régie du batiment du Qué-
bec, which enacts construction, safety and
professional qualification standards and
which oversees the enforcement of these
standards] may have other thoughts, but
the work was elongating the hallways of
the school, adding coverage for the balcony
in the gymnasium...

“The RBQ would never let any kids
attend school if [they were in danger].”
Gentile says that all those repairs were
done during the summer and that they
have no worries about the safety of the
school.

The school had approximately 539 stu-
dents before the negotiations began and
enrollment is at 430 for the current year,
so they are down somewhat on revenue.

But the bottom line could soon improve.
“We got a bank loan, to partially purchase
the school. We are very happy to say that
we're well ahead of our projections. We
have more students coming back than we
expected. I think the fact that we purchased
the school convinced a lot of parents...

“We've done the fundraising necessary
to have a nice buffer. We projected losses
— obviously for a year or two as we built the
school back up — but the losses are less
than we thought and we're
in a good position to continued on p. 16

6+ YEARS IN WESTMOUNT!

GOOD-AS-GOLD IN-HOME CARE FOR SENIORS.

CALL US TODAY. WE ARE ALWAYS HERE FOR YOU!
438-700-9107 | gold-squad.com
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RECORD SALE IN QUEBEC IN 2023 +

MAGOG, QC MAGOG, QC “FOUR SEASONS” #1501, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

+$24,000,00
sales volume in August

RECORD SALE IN NUNS' ISLAND IN 2023 -

*INFORMATIONS BASED ON MLS DATAS

“FOUR SEASONS” 1702, GOLDEN SQUARE MILE RUE CLAUDE-VIVIER, NUNS’ ISLAND RUE ST-DOMINIQUE, VILLERAY

LUXURY REAL ESTATE HAS A NAME

MARIE-YVONNE PAINT

MYPAINT.CA - 5149335888 - f (9] in

ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE - REAL ESTATE AGENCY INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED / MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER
HALL OF FAME ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.) NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE QUEBEC 2018,2017,2016, 2015, 2012, 2011, 2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001
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Walkable,
Westmount

Westmount is a walkable city, including its two major
shopping districts, which makes it shoppable, too.

shoppable

Greene Ave. is at the junction of bus routes, the Atwater
Metro station (via the Westmount Square-Alexis Nihon
tunnel), the de Maisonneuve bike path and major streets
like Sherbrooke, St. Catherine and Greene itself.

Victoria village is similarly sited near major streets,
bus routes, the bike path and the Vendome Metro station,
as well as the Glen super-hospital.

It is hard to say what services and products aren’t
available in these shopping districts. Looking for general

Shop locally - Support your

Serving Westmount since 1920

CHEZ
NICK

Rob Callard and
Nicos Kyriakopoulos

A Westmount Tradition Since 1920
103 Years and We're Just
Getting Started!

1377 Greene, Westmount

Serving Westmount since 1920

Counpal

Fine Lingerie e Loungewear
Daywear ¢ Swimwear

514-484-5656
4861 Sherbrooke St. W.
cheryl@courvalfinelingerie.com
www.courvalfinelingerie.com

Serving Westmount since 1929

Campbell Gallery
and Picture Framing

John & Glenn Campbell,
owners

For all your framing needs

4916 Sherbrooke St.W.,
Westmount

514-481-1560 ®i @

campbellpictureframing@gmail.com

Serving Westmount since

martineeeeee
SWISS

BACK TO SCHOOL
SALE ON BICYCLES
TREK, KONA,
CANNONDALE and 3T
313 Victoria Avenue
www.martinswiss.com
514-488-9717

Serving Westmount since 1959
voyages

¥ Westmount

Come visit us at our new office,
we will help you plan
your dream vacation!

345 Victoria Ave., Suite 301
514-552-1552
info@vcdtravel.com

Serving Westmount since 1962

Fl E W &I

,WESTMOUNT

The Pickrell Family
Flowers for all occasions

360 Victoria Avenue

514-488-9121

Serving Westmount since 1972

Highest Prices Paid

JEWELRY e PAINTINGS
GOLD e SILVER

COACHARLUXURY

1331 Greene Av #200
Westmount

514-937-6191

coachluxury.com

Serving Westmount since 1980

RITSI

Cheryl Glense - owner

514-481-8600
4863 Sherbrooke Street W.
cheryl@ritsiplus.com
www.ritsiplus.com §i
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and specialty grocery stores? Men and women’s clothing;
shoes; restaurants and cafés; take-out food; dry cleaning
and tailoring; art; veterinarians, groomers and
pet supplies; salons for men and women; health clubs
and spas, pharmacies and many specialty retailers?
We've got them!

In the last 15 years, the city has worked to improve the
sitting areas in both districts, adding to the liveability
of the neighbourhood.

But it isn't magic. These retailers rely on customers -
on us - to flourish and keep offering us new items and
services for purchase. If you can find what you need
locally, please shop here. (And if you've seen anyone’s
advertisement in the Independent, let them know.)

David Price, editor

neighbourhood merchants

Serving Westmount since 1993 |l Serving Westmount since 1995 |l Serving Westmount since 2007 @l Serving Westmount since 2008

Boulangerie
le fournil

Robyn and Tawn Friedman
owners

We specialize in custom cakes,
party favours, smash cakes
and catered dinners.

You will love our famous sticky buns.

4910 Sherbrooke St. West
514-485-6647

Hogg Hardware
We have
what you need!

Proudly serving the Westmount
community for over 30 years

4855 Sherbrooke St. W.
514-934-4644

WESTMOUNT
INDEPENDENT

We are Westmount

Advertise to find
new clients -
13,800+ copies weekly

310 Victoria Ave., #105 H3Z 2M9
www.westmountindependent.com

(%}enue

des Arts
s
Fine Art Supplies

Pierre Le Gourriérec, owner

e Quality art material ® Expert advice
and outstanding service

328A Victoria Avenue
514-843-1881
www.avenuedesarts.ca

Serving Westmount since 2009

Your source in
Westmount for inspiring
kitchen essentials.

Clara KV\;an, owner
Fresh, local,
organic food

330A Victoria Ave., Westmount

info@lautrechoix.ca
514-369-1888

4859 Sherbrooke St. W.
514-481-2341
www.lacookery.com

Serving Westmount since 2020

" T

@ THE UPS STORE

Your Packing, Shipping
and Printing specialists
in Westmount

4146A St. Catherine St.W.
514 667-2005

Serving Westmount since 2021
ou"“}'
£ &t
o on

& COMPAGRNDNS

mangs, joue, sime,

WESTMOUNT
Healthy and holistic pet food, accessories,
grooming services and delivery.
4498 St. Catherine W.
514-394-1114
www.pmcglobal.ca

www.store560theupsstore.ca
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Note: The following article relates to the
registration of deeds of sale for Westmount
property in March 2023 gleaned from city
sources. A list of sales can be found on p. 15.

Only two of 10 one- and two-family sales
registered in March this year had prices
higher than their municipal value, and
with the average price some seven percent
below valuation, it becomes clear that the
Westmount real estate market is definitely
down from where it was in 2021, the year
that formed the basis for the 2023 valuation
roll.

The list of transfers includes only one
house price above $3 million, that being
the large bungalow at 14 Ramezay Rd. that
brought its owner $4,000,000, though that
was eight percent under its municipal valu-
ation.

The lowest price was $1,550,000 paid
out for a small house at 533 Grosvenor
Ave., again six percent under tax value, and
the average for nine single-family homes
and one duplex in March was $2,345,450,
while the average for all of 2022 was

CITE DE HAVRE/TROPIQUES NORD |

This 1441.84 sf unit is completely renovated
with style. It has a terrace of 400 sf, which
looks onto an atrium, a magnificent
tropical jungle with wonderful water views.
Your perfect 1 bedroom, 1+1 bathroom,
hidden treasure home or delightful
pied-a-terre. MLS: 28223779  $1,245,000

PROFUSION

IMMOBILIER

Forbes

CLEBAL PEOFLRTILE

March transfers: Mainly under water

i i —> =

i

14 Ramezay, the hlghest March transfer at $4 m||||on on August 25

$2,985,644, and for 2021 it was still
$2,577,152.

The highest mark-up over valuation was
10.7 percent, for 14 de Casson Rd., while
mark-downs tumbled as low as 24 percent
for a semi-detached house at 471 Clarke
Ave., corner Anwoth Rd.

Only one condominium sold in March,
a second-floor flat in the made-over triplex

MATFAIR

Bunny Berke

Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928

PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

on Claremont Ave. north of Sherbrooke
St., which sold for $670,000. That sale joins
six other apartment units to make up the
first quarter of 2023, with the seven sales
averaging $1,010,286, a hefty 12 percent
lower than their respective valuations.
Prices ranged from $2,300,000 for a
19th-floor apartment at 1 Wood Ave. in Feb-
ruary, to only $280,000 for a ground-floor

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

une-M;rie
Larve
514 862-7718 514 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT

[

apartment at 399 Clarke Ave. in January.

The only other sale reported in March
was a co-op sale involving Apt. 7 at 388 Oli-
vier Ave., a three-storey, 17-unit apartment
building, which turned co-op last June.
This is the first re-sale of one of the co-op
apartments, with a substantial mark-down
from the proportional valuation for that
apartment.

Ron Benveniste

514.942.9352

Toujours disponible a répondre a vos questions
Always available to answer your questions
RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

1

Designer’s Source for Bedding
Showroom Hours: M-F/10-5 - Shop at TOILESHOWROOM.COM
330 Victoria Ave, Westmount — 514.486.2424
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Bought & Sold — real estate transfers in March 2023

ADDRESS

611 Belmont

471 Clarke

594 Coéte St. Antoine
14 de Casson

369 Elm

533 Grosvenor

594 Lansdowne

14 Ramezay

432 Strathcona

DUPLEXES
384-86 Olivier

CONDOMINIUMS

438 Claremont

SHARE SALES
388 Olivier, 7.22%

VENDOR

David Furlong & Claudiane Boulay

B. Guadalupe Montero

Marc Missonnier

Guylaine Jacques

Marie-Christine Bergeron & Martin Picard
Mira Katnick Trust & Julia Katnick Trust
Ralph Beaveridge & Linda Allen

Michael Bitensky

Donna Doherty

Judith Falussy

Five members of the Lequertier family

Richard Edge

Waluation is 7.22 percent of $10,182,200. Exclusive use of Apt. 7.

PrICE
$2,300,000
$2,025,000
$1,750,000
$1,825,000
$1,959,500
$1,550,000
$2,830,000
$4,000,000
$2,715,000

$2,500,000

$670,000

$510,000

2023 VAL RaTIO (%)
$2,322,000 -0.9%
$2,664,800 -24.0%
$2,179,800 -19.7%
$1,648,600 10.7%
$2,030,700 -3.5%
$1,649,100 -6.0%
$2,823,800 0.2%
$4,356,000 -8.2%
$2,883,800 -5.9%
$2,613,800 -4.4%

$670,400 -0.1%

$735,1551 -30.6%

PROFUSION Forbes

I M M O B |

627 Av. Murray Hill | Westmount | Price upon request

Profusion Immobilier Inc. « Real Estate Agency

REAL ESTATE
/) COMPANIES
ot THE WORLD"

ER

Our Other Unparalleled International Network

zzzzzzzzz

GLOBAL PROPERTIES

Exceptionally

DESIRED LOCATION!

Spacious and bright home located
on one of Westmount's prime
streets, steps from Murray Hill
Park. This beautiful property offers
large reception rooms ideal for
entertaining.

Offering 5 bedrooms and a
large double car garage.

Sl

MAYFAIR

profusion.global

TINA BAER

Real Estate Broker

CALL ME FOR A VISIT!

514.603.9870

tbaer@profusion.global

Luxury
@
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CuUCeg
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HERMES

W CHY
N GIVENE

By

LIS VUITTON

e

FINE AND

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.-602-1545

You May Be Getting Older,
But Your Skin Doesn’t Have to Show It
Over the years, a number of environmental assaults
on the skin can cause wrinkling and loss of elasticity.

These factors can't be stopped entirely, but they can be
controlled through innovative cosmeceutical products. A
compounding pharmacist can customize a therapy of
cosmeceutical creams prepared for the exact needs of your
skin. The result? Protected, rejuvenated skin that looks as
young and healthy as it did five, ten, even fifteen years ago!

BERTRAND COHEN TENOUDJI
pharmacie | pharmacy
5025 Sherbrooke West (west of Claremont)
Tel: 514-484-2222 | Fax: 514-484-2205

]

The interior and exterior of the Westmount
Public Library August 30 and 31.

PHoTOS: RALPH THOMPSON.

Library, cont’d from p. 1

emeritus of the McGill School of Informa-
tion Studies along with Donna Lach, assis-
tant library director, and Wendy Wayling,
children’s librarian.

In the third program, November 23,
Lora Baiocco, Westmount’s online services
and archives librarian, will shine a light
on the library’s special collections featur-
ing its world-class postcard and art collec-
tions that have been treasured over the
years.

Villa Sainte-Marecelline, cont’d from p.10

actually be going forward.”

Gentile himself has three daughters at
Sainte-Marcelline. As they start their new
grades, the Independent wondered what he
thought their mood might be? “Oh, they're
ecstatic,” he avouched.

“Obviously, the nicest thing about being
involved in this project... not only from my
daughters, but from alumni, from parents,
kids, teachers, supporters of the school dis-
trict...there has been such huge outpouring
of emotion...

“It’s hard to explain, but people really
love this school, myself included.”

CONSIDERING PRIVATE SCHOOL?

An exclusive event for parents and students. One day. Four info seminars.
Top-ranked schools.

QUR PRIVATE
SR sCHOOL

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 10™, 2023
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Watch your step on Grosvenor

s i

seen August 29.

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

YOUR NEW REFERENCE
IN HIGH END
RENOVATIONS

www.conceptls.ca
514-919-0O840

infoconceptls@gmail.com

COWLEY ABBOTT

CANADA'S ART AUCTIONEERS

Andy Warhol, Mick Jagger, 1975
Featured in our upcoming Fall Live Auction of International Art

FINE ART VALUATION DAY
Wednesday September 13th

Our Canadian & International Art Specialists are
hosting a Valuation Day at Le Mount Stephen Hotel on
Wednesday September 13th from 10 am to 5 pm.

Contact us at 1-866-931-8415 or
perry@cowleyabbott.ca for more information or to
arrange a complimentary appointment.

CowleyAbbott.ca

326 DUNDAS STREET WEST TORONTO ONTARIO
CONNECT@COWLEYABBOTT.CA 1.866.931.8415
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Affectionate Murphy Precious Lily

9 Lives
and microchipped.
Please do not hesitate to go to the Mon-
L F
WeStmqunt YSANNE FOWLER treal SPCA website at www.spca.com and
A-dog—tlons refer to her information page under her

identification number, 2000020267. You

A sleek blonde, with stunning green can then plan a visit to the shelter, as they
eyes and contrasting pink nose and toes, are open every day from 10 am. The SPCA
Miss Lily is adorable. Affectionate and play-  is located at 5215 Jean Talon St.. West in

LYSANNE FOWLER

Murphy is so loving and fun, a great ful, she is a great companion. Cote des Neiges, H4P 1X4.
French bulldog companion. He is a classic Lily is presently at the Montreal SPCA Please bring a carrier or you can drop
batman-mask dog, with his short black- cattery, one of many kitties waiting for a by the on-site accessories boutique to
and-white coat and jaunty walk. Unfortu- home and family right now. review the selection of carriers, toys and
nately, his master has gone into a residence She is a very healthy nine-year-old, up  foods for your new adoptee.
and Murphy is in temporary care. to date with her inoculations, and spayed Your neighbour, Lysanne

TR

WOOD FINISHING
DOORSFURNITURE*WOODWORK
ON-SITE SERVICE
*Specializing in
stripping & staining
ENTRANCE DOORS
-also -
*Touch-Ups & Repairs
*Kitchen Cabinets
*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman He is a great little fellow, friendly to all:
FREEESTIMATE 514.369.0295 people, dogs, cats. An all-around compan-
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com ionable guy, he will fit in well in a family
routine as he is well trained and sociable.
Murphy has just turned eight years old.

C O N ST RU CTI O N He is up to date with his inoculations and

neutered. Please do not hesitate to contact
me at my email lysfow@gmail.com or cel-

lular 514.909.7186 to find out more about

GENERAL CONTRACTOR him.
Brick Work - Stone work - Tuck Pointing In our nelghbourhood, lt iS a klndl’less
Window Sills - Chimneys to consider adopting pets who belonged to

our neighbours when they can no longer
IAN S UT HERLAND stay in their homes, having given their pets
a good life and so much love.
RBQ : 5776 5083 01 I look forward to hearing from you for
more information on Murphy and great
photographs of him.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

www.constructionangus.com
angusconstruction83@gmail.com

Tel 514 262 3320

Painting = Decoration & Finishing

. Coiffure Jean John
Lamp Repairs | | 7 ss; sherbrooke, westmount RI3
RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

STUART

DEARLOVE

www.stuartdearlove.com

25 years’ experience
with Areuco Lighting
in Westmount

Expert Evaluations = Standard & Restorative Painting
. . = Plaster
g Ir_l-home seruice & online Full Professional Setups « Stripping, Wood finishing
* Free pick-up and delivery appointments Complete Cleanup Available » Interior & Exterior

now available!

Call Robert at EclairSol saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com 514 236'4159 Heensed - B;::e:élznj;:g% References
5 14-5 82-39 O 6 Homme Femme E“fa“ts WWW.ro ndably- com stuartpaints@sympatico.ca RBQ 8328 8514 09

Men WOmen Children The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE
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Police Report

Police see pattern emerging in recent string of retail break-ins

By MARTIN C. BARRY

Police at Station 12 say two burglaries
committed last week at retail businesses
on Victoria Ave. and Sherbrooke St. in
Westmount were similar in execution to a
pair of break-ins that took place on Greene
Ave. a week or so before.

On August 28 around 2:45 am, the front
door of a business on Victoria was forced
open with a crowbar or a screwdriver.

The perpetrator, whose actions were
recorded by the video surveillance system,
proceeded to the cash register, which was
also broken open although there was
apparently no cash in it.

However, a computer tablet lying on a
countertop was stolen, according to the
police report.

Clothing store burgled

In the second burglary incident, a
women’s wear store on Sherbrooke was
broken into during the early morning
hours on August 30.

“Someone called us around a quarter to
six in the morning to report that a front
window had been shattered,” said Yigit.
High-end women’s clothing was reported

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

Offices to Rent

400 sq ft beautiful offices to sublet in Vic Village; reasonable
rent w/incentives; call 514-487-6886, 514-754-1527 leave v/m.

Translation

Certified translator, reviser, general translation: French, English,
Spanish (from Mexico) and Italian - specialized translation:
From French to English social sciences, medical sciences:
emilio_pagnotta@hotmail.com

Interior Painter Available

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and
references provided. Lucie 514-944-2763.

Stowe Vermont Rental

Stowe house for rent, 3-4 bedrooms, Christmas or all winter.
Great location. Magnificent views. 802-917-8442.

to have been removed by the perpetrator
from the store, the police summary of the
incident stated.

Again, video surveillance cameras cap-
tured images of the suspect. But perhaps
more importantly, blood was found by the
investigators at the crime scene, leading
them to surmise the suspect cut himself
on pieces of the shattered window.

“We had to send the crime scene inves-
tigation squad in to take samples,” added
Yigit, while noting that blood was also
found at the scene of the burglaries on
Greene, which were on August 18 and 19.

A crowbar is also believed to have been

used in those incidents. The additional
blood evidence could lead to the suspect
being positively identified and the current
spree of break-ins being stopped.

Public Security foils bikes’ theft

Westmount Public Security officers
played an instrumental role recently in
helping to foil the apparent theft of two
high-end road bicycles (see p. 3 for more
detail).

On August 20 on Clarke Ave. around
2:30 am, two PSOs while out on patrol
notified the Montreal police that they had
spotted a suspicious-looking male who was

walking along Clarke with two bicycles.

As one of the PSOs approached him to
ask a few questions, the suspect dropped
the two bikes and ran off, according to Sta-
tion 12 community relations officer Cst.
Mike Yigit.

“So, they called in police for assistance,”
he continued. “He was found and placed
under arrest. He’s now being investigated
in the hopes of finding the owners of the
two bikes.”

The allegedly stolen bicycles in question
were high-end Scott and Specialized
brands, with a retail value of up to $3,000
each, said Yigit.

Desmarais, Amizlev bring pop art MMFA

Art

4 VERONICA REDGRAVE

There’s a new “pop” in town! The
Musée des beaux-arts de Montréal just
launched The Pop of Life! Pop Art in the Col-
lection of the MMFA.

The exhibition was officially launched
by the museum’s chief curator, West-
mounter Mary-Dailey Desmarais, and Iris
Amizlev, MMFA community engagement
and projects, and curator of the show. Also
present was Stéphane Aquin, director
MMFA.

The rotational presentation features
iconic 1960s and 1970s work by more than
30 artists and designers. The exciting show
is full of fun. A bright green Verner Panton
(1974) chair sits near a look-at-me red lamp
by Gruppo Architetti Urbanisti Citta Nuova
(1962).

Andy Warhol’s famed Mao 1972 and
Pierre Ayot’s Ma mére revenant de son shop-

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on
fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying
websites when you can list (and sell)
locally?

Buy a classified in the
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
at
www.westendclassifieds.com

Buy locally to sell locally

Tabagie Westmount Square
International news agent
e British & European newspapers
e Specializing in fashion & interior
design e Imported chocolates

o BELL lifestyle natural products
e | ottery tickets and maps

Westmount Square

At foot of escalator leading from/to
Greene Ave. entrance

(514) 935-7727

ping 1967 offer intriguing approaches to
portraiture. Adults and children alike will
love the energy.

Even though decades old, the artists’ col-
ourful takes on consumer culture “still res-

C S

We are hiring!
OExperienced hairdresser
(with or withouft clientele).

¢ Certified esthetician/
manicurist-pedicurist
(incl. shellac)

in a new Westmount residence.
Call us: 514-861-9231

Mary-Dailey Desmarais, Iris Amizlev and Stéphane Aqu|:n.

onate today,” reflected Mary-Dailey Desma-
rais. The exhibition is “laced with humour
and critical commentary,” added Iris Amiz-
lev. A must-see.

Mbam.qc.ca Until March 24, 2024.

JAYAY
e

Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2
Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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The Hale Investment Group
at Wellington-Altus Private Wealth

Founded in 2017, Wellington-Altus Private Wealth Inc.
(Wellington-Altus) is the top-rated* wealth advisory
company in Canada and one of Canada’s Best Managed
Companies. With more than $25 billion in assets

under administration and offices across the country,

Adviaars Srnan Ml e Mele e i Wellington-Altus is now serving high-net-worth clients
Group ils proud to h’ave joined Canada’s and their families from its new state-of-the-art office in

#1 Rated Investment Advisory Company*. the heart of Montréal's downtown core.

*Investment Executive 2023 Brokerage Report Card

REPORTONBUSINESS 2021 SHOOK
CANADA'S TOP WEALTH ADVISORS

Led by one of Canada’s Top Wealth

Hale Investment Group
Wellington-Altus Private Wealth

IBM Marathon Building
1250 René-Lévesque Boulevard West, Suite 4200 W
Montréal, QC H3B 4W8 &

Office: 514.819.0045 [IROC ieme  C'PF WELLINGTON-ALTUS

Organization of Canada

For more information visit haleinvestmentgroup.ca today. MEMBER PRIVATE WEALTH
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City Views

4 VERONICA REDGRAVE

Moving away from Monet-misted
mornings, it was time to visit a little town
called Annapolis Royal, once the capital of
Nova Scotia until the founding of Halifax
in 1749.

Tucked in the charming Annapolis val-
ley, it is famed for one of Canada’s oldest
historic sites: Fort Anne. The hotly con-
tested land changed hands seven times
between 1605 and 1710.

Fought over by the Scots, French and
British, battles often involved the Mi’kmaq
too. Today, the fort is under Parks Canada
administration. The beautifully manicured
grounds have un-discovered areas that
possibly housed garrison housing, now
lost in time beneath gently mounded hills.

Old cannon face the eternal tides.
Guided ghost tours are popular. With their
poignant epitaphs barely visible, centuries-
old tilted gravestones sit under ancient
spreading oaks and elms.

The little village is renowned for its Sat-
urday market. Here, not only is locally
grown produce sold out
within minutes, but vin- continued on p. 22
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Fort Anne.

Diamonds in the Sky

Etoile two-tone diamond necklace

Rose gold and white gold stars with 462 brilliant cut
diamonds 6.43ctw on an opera length 18k gold chain

KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSTONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Arnold & Son - Schwarz Etienne
2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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City views, cont’d from p. 21

tage stalls attract fashion-seekers of all
ages.

Look down. For those who live for bar-
ista coffee, next door Arch & Po Café offers
indoor and outdoor seating. That is, if you
can get there before the line-ups. Far-
Fetched Art Gallery offers an awesome
selection of Asian antiques. And they ship
around the world.

Another lure of Annapolis Royal is
“Paint the Town,” an annual August art
event. Celebrating over 25 successful years,
it attracts local and national collectors.

Artists set up their easels en plein air
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throughout the town and art lovers rush to
grab the piece of their dreams. (A fund-
raiser for the local contemporary gallery
ArtsPlace, proceeds are shared 50/50.)

Stay awhile in this tranquil place. There
is a wide selection of inns and hotels. You
can look for sea glass and treasures in the
sandy tidal beach of Hedley House by the
Sea, where rooms have outside decks with
Adirondack chairs for sunset viewing. (Full
disclosure. My brother owns Hedley.) Or
stay at the historic Queen Anne Inn, a
gorgeous 1865 heritage property.

All ages enjoy the famous Annapolis
Royal Historic Gardens. Among many fas-
cinating areas, the landscaped park fea-
tures a rose maze, elephant grasses and a
knot garden, offering hours of discovery.

Or you can take a path less travelled.
Wander the local French Basin Trail. A
well-marked, 1.2-km path loops around a
constructed wetland where birds can be
viewed by small, medium and tall ex-
plorers.

Here is the sound of silence.

Correction

In my recent article on the HLBS’ Ilios
gala, the honorable Ekaterina Tsimberis is
a federal judge, not Miriam Roland, a
renowned philanthropist.

Please send information on your upcoming
events to veronica@redgravepr.com

Viewing station at French Basin.

COURSE DE BATEAUX-DRAGONS
CAnNSuPPORT DES CEDRES

BDO

PAGAYEZ POUR LES PATIENTS ATTEINTS DE CANCER ET LEURS FAMILLES

Pour des renseignements:

Cepars CANSUPPORT
Dracon Boat RACE

PADDLE FOR CANCER PATIENTS & THEIR FAMILIES |

lina.zatkovic@cedarscancer.ca Tél: (514) 656-6662
No. d’enregistrement / Charity Registration No. : 10520-2501-RR-0001

9 SEPT 2023

Promenade Pére-Marquette

cedarsdragons.ca

FONDATION D!

CANCER DES OEDRES
CEDARS CAN
FOUNDATION
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cancérologie Cancy
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sicotte &co

Marie Sicotte +1514 953 9808
Real Estate Broker marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

EXCLUSIVE | - £ CONDITIONAL

et $4,850,000 !
' $6,750,0 - = - . ; -
! 1,.3 CA . LAKE TREMBLANT ACCESS e e = ] $3,295,000 / $11,500 Month
Westmount Mont-Tremblant Westmount Westmount
1WOOD AV. PH1 9 SEVERN AV. 2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1403

Mont-Tremblant 5 E Mont-Tremblant Old Montreal Westmount
VERBIER 115 CH. DE COURMAYEUR 60 RUE DE BRESOLES, APT. 320 102 COLUMBIA AV.

[- -

RENTAL $7,750/MONTH
Westmount Downtown Ville-Marie La Conception, Projet Chic Shack
3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 512 1070 RUE DE BLEURY, APT. 711 2700 CH. HILL PARK, BEAVER LAKE 18 CH. DES COURAGEUX

EelLs Sutth = BARNES
Em GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.

Scan me to know me! 245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2Mé6
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ENGEL&VOLKERS

NEW LISTING - LAC TROUSERS IN THE EASTERN TOWNSHIPS
Spectacular country estate on 100 acres. For a privileged few, a rare opportunity to acquire the ultimate in country living, designed and built without compromise « $6,898,000

Brian Dutch + Edouard Gamache

NEW LISTING! LAC-BROME AREA. BREATHTAKINGLY BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY HOME NEW LISTING - ACCEPTED OFFER®
Exquisitely renovated, and superb in every detail, inside and out. 3.2 acres of professional 528 Rue du Sommet, Mont-Saint-Hilaire « This SPECTACULAR, custom built,
landscaping, pool and poolhouse. 2 car garage + $2,498,000 architecturally designed home offers every possible luxury and convenience - 2,798,000
BRIAN DUTCH EDOUARD GAMACHE
Real Estate Broker & Advisor - Private Office Residential Real Estate Broker & Advisor
T.514-386-2902 | briandutch.com | brian.dutch@evrealestate.com T.514-571-2345 | edouard.gamache@evrealestate.com

*Asking price | With conditions ©2023 Engel & Volkers Tous droits réservés. Franchisé indépendant et autonome Si votre propriété est déja inscrite veuillez ne pas faire cas de cette annonce. Courtier immobilier, agence immobiliere, Engel & Volkers Montréal / Québec



