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Next step: final report 

Residents weigh in on ‘preliminary’ 
designs for the southeast 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city’s second public consultation 
meeting on the southeast development 
project attracted an estimated 100 residents 
to Victoria Hall November 14. Grouped 
around 10 participatory workshop tables, 
they were able to view and comment on 
new proposals stemming from the first 
consultation meeting June 12 and an on -

line survey. 
Each table had a facilitator from either 

Urban Planning or Lemay consultants who 
explained the proposals. It was described 
as the last public consultation before final 
conclusions expected next summer. 

The southeast area, which had a zoning 
freeze renewed in 2023, comprises a large 
zone between Dorchester 
and St. Catherine – At - continued on p. 9

In this issue: 
Editorial: City attempts to renege, 

force removal of agreed-to temporary 
newspaper boxes, p. 4 

Distribution Update given 
Canada Post strike, p. 6-7 

● Police Report, p. 3 
● 9 Lives, p. 12 ● Westmount A-dog-tions, p. 15 

This issue is the third-to-last one 
before our usual Christmas break

St. Margaret’s Day Centre turns 25 

From left, top row: staff members Yasmina Sleb, Bianca Sealy, Lisa Lacasse, Elizabeth Mourelatos 
and Marc Fireman; and, bottom row: Connie O’Connell, Donna Schafer and Julia Gottlieb at an 
open house October 24 for St. Margaret’s Day Centre, which is located just south of Westmount 
High. See p. 10 for story. Photo courtesy of CIUSSS West Central Montreal.

Holiday Gift Guide 2024 Pull-out section after p. 10
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BRIGID SCULLION
L U X U R Y  R E A L  E S T A T E

514.235.7878
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Real Estate Broker

Savvy v
T
 y dream home ideal buyer

Foot pain? 
Heel spur? 
Bunions?

— Consult — 
Dr. William Constant, podiatrist 
Dr. Sur Pio Yip, podiatrist 

514-439-5112 
245 Victoria #525, Westmount

☞ ☜
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R O C H E L L E  CA N TO R  &  C I E

514.400.7653

385 Av. Claremont, Westmount
$1,450,000

Your Property. Our Priority.

663 Av. Victoria, Westmount
$1,850,000

317 Av. Claremont, Westmount
$1,850,000

Price upon request
215 Av. Redfern #110, Westmount

436 Av. Grosvenor, Westmount
$899,000

4175 Rue Ste-Catherine O. #1201, Westmount
$998,000

418 Av. Grosvenor, Westmount
$1,275,000

$399,000
5360 Rue Sherbrooke O. #208, Westmount Adj.

$825,000
4660 Av. Bonavista #502, Westmount Adj.

$785,000
1509 Rue Sherbrooke O. #23, Golden Square Mile

$1,495,000
5012 Av. Roslyn, Westmount Adj.

Price upon request
258 Av. Olivier, Westmount



Police Report 

Police act preventively for Dawson 
College one-day class boycott 
By Martin C. Barry 

A one-day boycott of classes by students 
at Dawson College last week kept officers 
from Station 12 as well as from other 
nearby Montreal police stations busy for 
much of the day on November 21. 

Although thousands of students were 
initially expected to turn out for the pro-
Palestinian protest, and the college admin-
istration ended up closing the campus for 
the day, only about 40 to 50 students turned 
up, according to Station 12 community 
relations officer Cst. Mike Yigit. 

In spite of the low turnout, the Mon-
treal police deployed officers and vehicles 
from several stations as a precaution, said 
Yigit. 

He said the police were more concerned 
about a potential disturbance being stirred 
up by outside agitators rather than the 
Dawson student population. 

Purse snatched 
The underground parking garage at 

Westmount Square was the scene of a 
purse snatching last week. 

According to Cst. Yigit, a 25-year-old 
woman was about to enter her car in the 
garage around 2 pm on November 14, 
when a man approached and asked 
whether she had some spare change. 

After replying that she hadn’t any, the 
suspect allegedly grabbed the purse and 
ran off. 

Although a description of the suspect 
was not immediately available, security 
cameras are providing investigators with 
images of the incident. In the meantime, 
the police are treating the incident as a 
non-violent act. 

Yigit said it is unusual for something of 
this sort to take place at Westmount 
Square. He said a private 
security guard service at 
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A Authentique
Always authentic

Undivided personalized attention
Une attention personnalisée

Just a call, text, or email away
J’ai hâte d’être à votre écoute 

U
J

ANDREA 
USHER-JONES
Residential Real Estate Broker
514.867.3845

THE FALL MARKET 
IS HEATING UP!

NOW’S A GREAT TIME 
TO BUY OR SELL

Profusion Immobilier Inc. • Real Estate Agency

RE/MAX ACTION Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave, Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4 
514 933-6781

Sylv�e 
Lafren�ère 
514 895-7001

A splash of Colour, A hint of 
Humour …With Amazing Results

10 common frustrations, desires, & fears homeowners 
often experience when considering selling their home 

sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

                       FRUSTRATIONS                                     DESIRES                                             FEARS 

 1              Not knowing the true market                             Getting the best                               The home will sit on the 
                          value of their home                                      possible price                                     market for too long 
 2               Having to prepare and stage                        Finding a buyer quickly                       The sale process will be too 
                       the home for showings                                       and easily                                  stressful or overwhelming 
 3               Managing the disruption to                           A smooth, hassle-free                           They won’t find a buyer 
               daily life (open houses, showings)                           selling process                          who truly appreciates the home 
 4            Uncertain timing and how long               Working with a professional they                  Their real estate broker 
                   the selling process will take                  can trust & feel comfortable with        won’t represent their best interests 
 5             Juggling other life obligations                   A knowledgeable broker who                   The home won’t sell for the 
                    (work, family) with selling                   will handle everything for them                   price they have in mind 
 6             Hidden or unexpected costs of                  Feeling supported and guided                      Buyers will criticize or 
            repairs, updates, or moving expenses               through the entire process                       undervalue the property 
 7              Negotiating offers and terms                          Receiving honest and                           The closing process will 
                               with buyers                                            clear guidance                             encounter unexpected issues 
 8     Coordinating with contractors or service            A broker who understands         They won’t be able to sell at the right time 
           providers for repairs or improvements               their needs and priorities          to transition smoothly to their next home 
 9   Lack of transparency in the selling process      Positive feedback and respectful       Feeling pressured to make compromises 
            and dealing with complex paperwork          interactions with potential buyers              they aren’t comfortable with 
10      Difficulty finding reliable information                 Making the process feel                   The market will shift and impact 
       and trustworthy advice for decision-making       manageable and less stressful                the value or timing of the sale

Use of banned gasoline leaf blowers 
continues to bring $464 tickets 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Gasoline-fired leaf blowers remain in 
use despite the city’s ban on their use, Pub-
lic Security director Greg McBain said last 
week. The department has been receiving 
many calls as fallen leaves continue to be 
cleaned up using these devices. 

One such complaint was received Nov -
ember 13 at 1:58 pm concerning a gasoline-
fired blower at a home on Rosemount that 
backs onto Mountain. A contractor was 
found at work in the backyard blowing the 
leaves and some already found on the street. 
He was ordered to take away them away. 

Despite stating the device had been 
recently acquired, the worker was never-
theless issued a $464 ticket for its use. 

Man assisted after found lying 
on the ground on Victoria 

When Public Security received a call 
Nov ember 15 for a man lying on the ground 
on Victoria north of Westmount Ave., offi-
cials reported he appeared to have fallen off 
a chair and complained of a sore right arm 
and hip. 

A passer-by identifying himself as a doc-
tor also stopped and the man was helped 
to stand, stating he had no pain in the 
head. He was seated in the patrol vehicle 
while awaiting police and Urgences Santé. 

Identified as a 34-year-old homeless 
man, he refused to be taken to hospital on 
their arrival and went on his way.

continued on p. 9
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The main dispute, in one email 
November 16, 2024 – letter to 
Mayor Christina Smith (Email #1) 

Dear Christina, 

Thank you for the quick reply [to my 
short email of Friday, November 15 – email 
A], and on a Saturday morning. 

Unfortunately, there will likely be more 
back-and-forth this weekend, but it is not 
my doing. Your director of Public Works, 
Robert Talarico, after a year-and-half of city 
acquiescence, including his own involve-
ment (see below), attempted to rescind per-
mission for our newspaper boxes on city 
land, on a Friday afternoon at 3:25 pm, on 
the first day of the feared and planned-for 
postal strike, with a deadline leaving us two 
weekend days to react. 

This behaviour is not reasonable in the 
private sphere, and much less so for a 
democratic government dealing with the 
press as it attempts to survive a strike by 
an external contractor (i.e. not of our own 
doing). 

The time-fuse lit by Robert also means 
that I must make final plans for the 
coming week in light of these events on 
Monday morning. I don’t have more time 
to plan than that, to repeat, because of his 
schedule. 

Furthermore, we relied on the city’s 
good faith and acquiescence over this long 
period and so did not come up with an 
alternate plan. I cannot come up with a 
“Plan C” in days, or even weeks. Robert’s 
last-minute about-face is not acceptable. 

To answer your question and the ones 
implied by it: 

I first brought this plan up with you in 1.
February 2023, explaining our need for 
a back-up plan during a postal strike. I 
sent you a picture of one of our boxes 
and the proposed first site (email #2 – 
February 2, 2023) to enable you to make 
internal inquiries, 

You checked with Robert and then told 2.
me that the test location, to go into 
effect immediately, was acceptable. That 
location, like all the others, was deliber-
ately chosen so as not to interfere with 
city operations, most notably sidewalk 
ploughs (if any minor adjustments are 
ever necessary, just tell me), 

I sent you a picture of the test news-3.
paper box in place at The Boulevard 
(north side) and the Upper Roslyn steps 
(February 10, 2023, email #3). It has 
been there ever since, without incident, 

When this particular postal strike 4.
became more likely, I reached out to 

Robert to clear nine new specific loca-
tions via email #4 (October 24, 2024). I 
then called him on October 28 to follow 
up and he said that they were fine, 
which is why my Distribution Note in 
our paper of October 29, p. 4 reads the 
way that it does. 

 After our call, he called me back right 
away to confirm that the placement of 
the new boxes was for the strike period 
only, and I confirmed that. 

Two and a half weeks later, I asked 5.
about two more sites in order to fully 
deploy our 11 boxes (email #5, Novem-
ber 14, 2024). He wrote me back the next 
day demanding that I remove them all 
(email #6, November 15, 2024). 

In my view, the city has agreed to these 
boxes and should honour its word. 

Additionally, the city is not a sole pro-
prietorship, or a club, or a public or private 
company, or even a charity. It is a demo-
cratic government. 

What do you think the voters of West-
mount want? Do they want their local 
paper to survive? We did not arrive in town 
yesterday and ask to put up a cigarette 
stand on Westmount Ave. We are a very 
well regarded local media outlet asking for 
accommodation (a few feet of land) during 
a strike, which we asked for in good time 
and transparently. 

Furthermore, our readers and adver-
tisers have now been apprised, repeatedly, 
over three issues and person-to-person 
communication, of these efforts on their 
behalf. 

Any comparison with any other news-
paper is a red herring. We are the only 
newspaper that focuses only on West-
mount and that distributes only in West-
mount, and have been since 2015. Please 
do not use the ploy used by the Legal 
department on the real estate transfers 
issue and act as though a request from us 
is an out-of-the-blue one, or one of millions 
by strange and unfamiliar entities. The city 
knows who we are, and knows how little 
we are asking, and has known for a year 
and a half. 

For all of these reasons, I close with this: 
chief elected officer Christina, with city 
council support if required, please direct 
the municipal civil servants to honour the 
permission already granted by the city for 
the duration of this strike. 
Best regards, 

David Price, editor 
Westmount Independent 
weekly newspaper

City attempts to renege, 
force removal of agreed-to 
temporary newspaper boxes 

Distributing our newspaper is key to 
having advertisers, who allow us to exist. 
Dis tribution is as important during a strike 
by one of our suppliers, which in this case 
is Canada Post, which usually does all of 
our door-to-door distribution, including to 
individual condo and apartment units. We 
don’t know how long any strike will last 
and we need to reach as many readers as 
possible as easily as possible for them. 

The city of Westmount recently at -
tempt ed to halt our placement of news-
paper boxes on its land, despite having pre-
viously agreed to allow us to do so. 

Some details: The city of Westmount, 
over the last year and a half before the 
recent strike, had agreed to allow the Inde-
pendent’s metal newspaper boxes in West-
mount-above-Sherbrooke in the event of a 
postal strike, and then attempted to rescind 
that permission on November 15, the very 
first day of the postal strike, at 3:25 pm on 
a Friday afternoon. After a few emails and 
texts back and forth over the weekend, the 
city relented on Monday, November 18 
(thank you, Mayor Smith, for your role in 
this step forward) and allowed eight of the 
nine in-place boxes. 

The city is supposed to be a bastion of 
civic-minded thinking and responsiveness. 
But, in stark contrast to everyone else, it 
has been nothing short of obstructionist 
in this tricky time. Does the municipal gov-
ernment want us to exist? Who are they 
working for? What are they protecting 
Westmounters from? News and opinions? 

Of all our disputes with the city, this one 
had the potential to be the worst yet. It was 
disruptive to our operation when we had 
many other things to work on, could have 
been very harmful and, in the extreme, 
could have put us out of business. 

As ever with the city, a given glitch leads 
to many more questions, including: Is this 
what you want the city’s senior manage-
ment dealing with? They seem to have 
spent quite a bit of time on it (head of Pub-
lic Works, director general, other?). Would-
n’t you rather that these publicly funded 
employees spent time improving services, 
streets, future plans et cetera? 

I can’t imagine how this dispute would 
have ended if I had not kept all my emails. 

I am starting to get used to these dis-
putes with the city, but is the average 
citizen? How much of this kind of thing 
goes on, unreported and unconfronted? 

Some free advice on dealing with the 
city: keep your correspondence and notes! 

Communication and consistency isn’t 
just a problem with us. We learned recently 
that a city construction permit – whose 
“face” is usually the only thing consulted 
– cannot be taken at face value. The city 
recently issued one in error (October 22, 
p. 1), only to turn around and begin to sue 
the recipient to undo the work (November 
12, p. 1). And whose money are they using 
to “correct” this problem, which they cre-
ated? Yours! Is this the Westmount Way? 

Questions for you: 
Do you think that the city acted properly 1.
in sending the email of November 15 
asking us to remove all of our boxes? 
Do you think that the Independent should 2.
have access to city land for 11 (or more) 
boxes in the event of future strikes? 
Do you think that the Independent 3.
should be allowed to keep its test-case 
Roslyn/Upper Roslyn steps newspaper 
box after the strike? Should the three “in 
limbo” locations be allowed right now? 
Do you think that the Independent should 4.
be lumped together with every other 
newspaper that can be bought or picked 
up free in Westmount? Or is the Inde-
pendent distinct because of its unique 
Westmount-only coverage focus and 
unique Westmount-only distribution? 
As the printing, publishing and distribu-5.
tion industries continue to change and 
evolve, in future there might be other 
requests similar to this one from us to 
the city. What attitude do you want the 
municipal government to have as it con-
siders them? One that favours our exist-
ence, is neutral and technical, or hostile? 
Putting out a newspaper in this day and 

age is not easy. The city sometimes seems 
opposed to a free press, and not for the first 
time (see September 21, 2021, p. 1, July 5, 
2022, p. 1, October 1, 2024, p. 8). Having 
positive feedback from residents will very 
much help my future planning. If they can 
be for publication, it will help. If you want 
us here, please show the politicians and 
the bureaucrats. – DP

Editorial Appendix

For most of the correspondence 
in this this dispute, see 

Supplement on our webpage at 
www.westmountindependent.com
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WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

St. George’s students learn 
about the ‘power of words’ 
and their impact on seniors 

By Martin C. Barry 

In a touching tribute to mark Interna-
tional Seniors Day, St. George’s School of 
Montreal held a special event on October 
29 to raise awareness among students 
about the impact language can have when 
communicating with senior citizens. 

Led by Montreal author and communi-
cator Marie-Claude Giguère, a long-time 
advocate for the well-being of senior citi -
zens, the event brought together students, 
grandparents and faculty in an experience 
that underscored the power of words and 
compassion in intergenerational relation-
ships. 

Giguère, who founded the Montreal-

based organization Helping Seniors, shar -
ed insights from Grandma’s Place, an illus-
trated children’s book she wrote. Through 
storytelling and discussion, she illustrated 
how words can either reinforce or dimin-
ish a senior’s sense of autonomy and dig-
nity. 

She maintained that words like “put,” 
“place,” and “make,” when discussing 
moves to senior citizens’ residences, can 
convey an inappropriate sense of control 
or disregard, which can deeply affect a sen-
ior’s well-being. 

“Words used when we feel weak or vul -
ner able really affect the outcome, no 
matter our age,” she said. “All we need to 
do is modify a few words to make seniors 

feel more at ease and seen for who they are 
today – not for what they have lost.” 

Students learned that the language 
often used when discussing elder care or 
changes in autonomy has immense 
weight. She called for a shift towards more 
empowering dialogue, to build bridges of 
understanding between generations. 

Cookies! 

Earlier in the month, St. George’s organ-
ized a special cookie-baking evening for 

the students and their grandparents, also 
facilitated by Giguère. The cookies were 
served to the students, symbolizing the 
warmth and connection that conversations 
about aging can create. 

During the October 29 assembly, the St. 
George’s students were asked to reflect on 
how they talk about and with seniors, both 
in their families and in the community. 
Giguère encouraged the students to think 
critically about how to undertake these con-
versations with respect and kindness.

Montreal children’s book author and communicator Marie-Claude Giguère gave a presentation on 
October 29 at St. George’s School on The Boulevard about the importance of words when speaking 
to senior citizens.

Hockey player for October: Marianna Drimtzias 

‘Outstanding’ goaltender 
has ‘huge responsibility’ 
By Laureen Sweeney 

In her second season with the city’s 
M13A girls’ hockey team for the West-
mount Wings, goalie Marianna Drimtzias 
“has been nothing short of outstanding 
between the pipes,” writes sports co-ordi-
nator Alyssa Sherrard, president of the 
Westmount Minor Hockey Association. 

“As the only goalie on the team, she 
takes on a huge responsibility of being 
there for her teammates, game after game, 
always stepping up when we need her. An 
amazing goaltender with immense talent, 
Marianna is always looking for a challenge 
and works hard during every practice im -
proving her skills.” 

Chosen for October, Marianna becomes 
the first player of the month  for the cur-
rent hockey season in the city’s recognition 
program. It was initiated in 2019 to high-
light player contributions and acknowledge 
the skills that minor hockey, and sports as 
a whole, can offer young people in devel-
oping sports manship, teamwork and dis-
cipline. These, according to the program 
“transfer into other areas such as academic 
and community service.” 

According to Sherrard, Marianna’s “re -
silience has been incredible, making huge 
saves that kept us in games and staying 

sharp even when there’s less action on her 
part.” 

She adds that “we truly appreciate the 
dedication and commitment Marianna 
brings to the team, and we’re fortunate to 
have her back this season. Awesome job, 
Marianna… keep it up!”

Photo courtesy of Westmount Sports and Rec.
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Distribution update 
Canada Post went on strike November 15, so we cannot mail the Independent 

to you at present. Here’s what have done and are doing. 

As ever, the Independent is 1.
available on the web at 
www.westmountindependent.com 
and by email (to sign up, go to 
the website). 

At regular drop sites around 2.
Westmount (e.g. ATMs, grocery 
stores, city buildings), there has 
been no major change, although 
we are leaving out more copies 
than normal. 

We have added black metal 3.
newspaper boxes at: 

Côte St. Antoine/Victoria •
(northwest corner), 

Sunnyside/Upper Lansdowne •
(southeast), 

Entrance to Summit Woods •
(at Oakland/Summit Circle), 

The Boulevard/Aberdeen •
(southeast), 

Montrose/Mt. Pleasant (northeast), •

entrance to Murray Park •
(Montrose/Murray), 

entrance to Murray Park •
(Westmount Ave. between 
Murray Hill & Belmont), 

The Boulevard at the •
Roslyn/Upper Roslyn steps 
(north side), 

entrance to Queen Elizabeth •
Gardens (Barat/Vignal). 

At multi-unit buildings (condos 4.
and apartments), we are leaving 
special drops of copies to their 
lobbies (not to individual 
mailboxes). 

Door to door, the Independent 5.
has en listed an under-exercised 
aging semi-pro beer drinker to 
do what he can (see p. 7). 

Issues? Call David at 514.935.4537.



November 26, 2024 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 7

      YCNEGATETASELEAR-.INCTYLARESIONUPROF

yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

SUTTON, QUEBEC 
Experience living at its finest with 
this spectacular equestrian property. 
This property offers the ultimate 
lifestyle on over 100 acres. 
MLS 12874870 $2,295,000

Confessions of an amateur distributor 
By David Price, editor 

Given the postal strike, in addition to 
the efforts explained on p. 4, last week I 
distributed about 1,000 copies personally 
to houses well above Sherbrooke, which is 
about 20 percent of the number that 
usually goes to houses and duplexes. I 
focused on areas that were farthest from 
our usual drop sites in Victoria village, 
Greene village and in be tween, and where 
many residents might also access their 
houses without going south/down the hill 
near these spots (e.g. by driving for work 
or errands to Queen Mary Rd. or Côte des 
Neiges Rd.). 

Another criterion included flatness. I 
am one man, and I tried to be realistic. 

One area where I delivered to most 
houses was above The Boulevard. Another 
was between Claremont, Côte St. Antoine, 
Westmount Ave. and Murray Park. I am 
getting into better shape, but this strike 
will go many months before I attempt the 
steep part of our north-south streets… 

Doing this work was an eye opener: 
Westmount is hilly, even when it isn’t. •
On one side of many flat streets, most 
houses have staircases to keep the first 
floor above ground as the hill rises be -
hind the house. Staircases are killers. 

My knees are doing okay. My legs? Less •
so. 
Maybe I should have had fewer beers •
over the last four decades? 
I have always had great respect for door-•
to-door distributors. In Canada Post’s 
case, it has been doing a great job for us 
from Day 1 and we have never (volun-
tarily) left them. Walking a mile (and 
more) in the postal workers’ shoes has 
increased my regard for them. I can’t tell 
you how many times I was tempted to 
cut across a lawn to get efficiently to the 
neighbouring house. If you ever see a 
distributor doing this, be kind. 
I am not 18 any more. Best evidence? •
The two front doors of many semi-de -
tached houses in Westmount share a 
front porch, usually with a “short” fence 
between the two owners’ parts. As a kid, 
I remember seeing post men swing over 
these barriers, with large mail bags on 
their shoulders. I tried that too, once. 
I will work to do this task again for the 

issue that is in your hands. I will try to 
refine my technique (organize my walk by 
street or block? how to make sure to cover 
smaller side streets?) and increase the 
number of copies that I deliver. 

Advertisers: I am working for you, and 
doing what I can!



• Clean and adjust automatic controls, thermostat 
and safety limit controls 

• Brush out burners and heat exchangers 
• Adjust combustion for optimal fuel efficiency

• Lubricate motors and pumps as needed 
• Check for gas and combustion leaks 
• Check blower belt wear, tension and alignment 
• Check flue for satisfactory operation

Tune up includes the following:

The Time Is Here! 
CALL NOW: 514 990-1346
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Surpasses last year 

Friends of Library’s pre-holiday 
sale raises some $18,000 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The pre-holiday quality book sale by 
Westmount’s Friends of the Library volun-
teers generated a reported total of $17,922 
November 16 and 17. This compares with 
the $16,640 at this time last year. 

In announcing the total last week, 
Lauren MacLean, interim library director, 
said the proceeds will go toward continu-
ing to support Westmount Public Library’s 
programming and projects. “We are all 
very grateful for the hard work of the vol-
unteers who made the sale happen, and 
who work hard year-round and to the com-
munity members who generously donate 
their books to the sale.” 

Carolyn O’Neill, the group’s president, 
said the sale “did well” even without the 
usual banner across Victoria Hall, which 
is expected to be replaced next year. There 
will also be new posters. 

The group was formed in 2000 to help 
raise funds for special projects at the West-
mount Public Library, which this year is 
celebrating its 125th anniversary. There 
were so many donated books that after the 

first day the Friends’ volunteers were able 
to add new books that could not be set out 
the day before. Among the favourites were 
many art and reference books. 

So many “quality” books had been 
donated for this sale that a total of 600 
boxes had been packed up, unpacked and 
set out to sell. Then, those left over to be 
donated to Renaissance had to be packed 
up again. 

Student volunteers from many schools 
included those from École Internationale, 
Saint-Luc, Villa Maria, LCC, The Study. 
Westmount High and Ste. Marcelline. 

The Friends of the Library focuses on 
quality donations to raise funds to improve 
the library’s collections and service.

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
to 300 words and submit before Friday 
10 am to be considered for publication 

the following week. Email us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com



Westmount Square normally keeps a close 
eye on things. But he also suggested that 
the incident happened very quickly before 
anyone could intervene or act. 

Landscaping equipment stolen 

A grounds landscaper working at a 
home on Westmount Ave. learned a hard 
lesson in security last week after a thief 
stole several thousand dollars’ worth of 
gear from his unsecured truck. 

In an incident report filed at the Mon-
treal police’s Station 12 on Stanton St., the 
gardener said the perpetrator relieved him 
of two high-powered lithium battery packs 
used for powering cordless back-pack leaf 
blowers, with a combined value of $1,500. 

Despite repeated theft reports by land-
scaping and construction contractors 
doing business in Westmount, many con-
tinue to leave their equipment vulnerable 
in unlocked trucks or on unsecured work-
sites overnight. 

Condo robbed 

In another case of theft that might have 
been prevented, the owners of a Clarke 
Ave. residential condo reported a burglary 
after a thief managed to break in through 
a broken window in a side entrance door. 

After getting in sometime after 4 pm on 
November 19, the perpetrator ransacked 
the interior of the dwelling while searching 
for valuables. 

He left behind a shocking mess and a 
disturbing scene for the owners when they 
finally realized what had happened around 
8 am the following morning. 

Household security experts identify 
doors with windows as being among the 

vulnerabilities that burglars typically 
exploit, as they can often easily just reach 
in to unlock the door. 

They recommend installing a door 
with out a window, or at least choosing a 
door with a window covered by a metal grill 
or made of reinforced glass.
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HENDY, 
GREENBERG 

ATTORNEYS 
We are pleased 

to announce 
the relocation 

of our offices to 

4333 
St Catherine St W 

Suite 150 
Westmount QC H3Z 1P9 

Tel: 514-286-4445 

www.hendygreenberg.com

The finest retirement 
lifestyle is available at... 

Westmount’s good 
living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and 

ultimate comfort? Our caring staff will tend 

to all your needs 24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our 
NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES 
4430 St. Catherine West • 514-935-1212 

www.placekensington.com 
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

water to Clarke – that includes the city’s 
Tupper parking lots and that stretches as 
far north as Sherbrooke (Dawson College) 
in the area from Atwater to Wood. 

According to Tom Flies, senior director, 
Project Office and Territory Management, 
“preliminary concepts” for participants’ 
feedback fell within three major compo-
nents: built form, streets and urban grid, 
and parks and public spaces as depicted on 
large sheets now posted on the city’s 
Engage website. 

Among some of the proposals pres-
ented were creation of a “Dorchester espla-
nade,” a “Gladstone square,” closure of 
Dorchester at St. Catherine to create a 
“park” and highrise buildings on the north 
side of Dorchester that some attendees 
sug gested should be scaled down. 

Indoor pool site? 

Various other considerations were those 
involving an indoor municipal pool. 

Some of the proposals were offset by 
feelings of insecurity regarding the itiner-
ant population. 

“Residents, in general, had a lot to say 
and their comments, feedback and per-
spectives on the preliminary design con-
cept that were presented cannot be over-
stated,” District 8 councillor Kathleen Kez 
said last week. 

She said she trusted they will have an 
impact in shaping the vision for the south-
east sector, and “looks forward to seeing 
the results of the public consultation once 
all the data is compiled.” While the meet-
ing was geared to all city residents, her dis-
trict in the southeast is one of those most 

directly impacted on a day-to-day basis by 
the results. 

Mayor: 
No major investment in area for 40 years 

In introducing the evening, Mayor 
Christina Smith along with Councillor Kez 
pointed out that this is a key area close to 
the Metro and downtown that has not 
undergone major investment in some 40 
years, and “deserves” a holistic planning 
approach. 

Also addressing the meeting were 

Councillor Conrad Peart, commissioner of 
urban planning and infrastructure, and 
Frédéric Neault, Urban Planning director. 

Among residents attending were form -
er urban planning commissioners Theo-
dora Samiotis and Cynthia Lulham, who 
said she had “a favourable” view of the 
plan, which is expected to lead to a “special 
planning project” for the city’s urban plan. 

A number of developers also attending 
were seen at the meeting grouped around 
one of the tables and expected to have dif-
fering view from residents.

Southeast, cont’d from p. 1

Attendees view some of the suggested designs for the southeast development.

Montreal Family Photographer 
In Studio + At Home 

Capturing Authentic Family Moments 
438 300-1035 www.maryamsoutham.com 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

Police report, cont’d from p. 3

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca



St. Margaret’s Day Centre turns 25 
The St. Margaret’s Day Centre on Hill-

side Ave. behind Westmount High turns 
25 this year. 

The public facility is made possible by 
the Support Program for the Autonomy of 
Seniors (SAPA) and is for seniors who have 
a CLSC referral. It offers music and art 
therapy, baking, exercises, group outings 
and discussion sessions. 

In a press release, the CIUSSS West 
Central Montreal quoted several clients of 
the centre. 

Testimonials 

Two-year client Arlene Rudski des crib -
ed going to the centre as a day at the spa. 

“I enjoy myself for the day and I don’t 
have to think about anything. I come home 
with a stimulated mind and body. We do 
chair exercises. I learn things and the 
lunches are very good, too.” 

Mark Lovell, who has been a client since 
March, said he enjoys the element of sur-
prise. “There are the usual activities like 
physiotherapy and exercise, but then, out 
of the blue, someone is asking how you 
feel about arranged marriages and it 
makes you discuss, debate and think. I like 
that.” 

His favourite activity is the book club. 

“I like coming here because I’m not 
alone,” explained client Susan Wight. “I 
don’t mind being alone at home, but I don’t 
like being lonely. There’s a big difference. 
I’ve made a lot of friends and although I 
don’t really have any family of my own, 
these people are now my family, everybody 
here.” 

Learning goes both ways. Wight is 
teach ing the art instructor how to crochet. 

See also photo on p. 1. – DP. 

Over a century of history 
St. Margaret’s generally, which is 

best known locally as a seniors’ resi-
dence, has a long history. It was found -
ed in 1883 on Ontario St. downtown and 
has been at many  locations around 
Montreal. It became a women-only 
facility in 1973. It merged with the men-
only Good Shepherd Home in 1986 and 
moved to its Westmount location in 
1991.

10 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – November 26, 2024

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING 
WESTMOUNTERS WITH 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

AND WORKMANSHIP

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

From left, St. Margaret’s Day Centre clients Arlene Rudski, Mark Lovell and Susan Wight. 
Photo courtesy of CIUSSS West Central Montreal.
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Collange 
L I N G E R I E

1379 ave. Greene 
Westmount 

514 285-8525

Healthy holiday recipe swaps 

Although presents garner most of the 
fanfare during the holiday season, there 
is no denying that food and entertaining 
also figure prominently this time of year. 
Delish magazine reports that Christmas 
food consumption ranks third, behind 
Thanksgiving and Super Bowl Sunday, 
among Americans, and that a single 
Christmas meal can weigh in at 
3,000 calories, not factoring in any 
other food consumed that day. 

No one wants to feel held back while 
having fun with family and friends, but 
smart food choices can mean healthier 
living during this season of festivities. 
Dish up these alternatives when holiday 
entertaining. 

Lean on leaner cuts of meat. A strong •
body is built on protein, and holiday 
hosts often make a meat or poultry 
dish the star of the holiday dinner 
table. When selecting holiday fare, 
choose leaner options such as 
“round” or “loin” roasts; otherwise, 
select white-fleshed fish and skinless 
poultry in lieu of other options. 
Use broths instead of creams. Soups •
and gravies are popular this time of 
year, and both can be made healthier 
by opting for stock or broth bases 
over more fattening milks or creams 
when creating these recipes. 
Create a one-crust pie. Pie is one of •
the more popular holiday desserts, 
and plenty of the calories come from 
a rich, buttery crust. Lighten up by 
serving a one-crust pie, such as 
pumpkin or sweet potato. Fruit-based 
pies like apple or blueberry also can be 
made with one crust. Simply top the 
fruit with a light crumb coating. 

Find ways to incorporate vegetables. •
Vegetables are low in calories and rich 
in vitamins and nutrients. Many also 
are high in fibre, so they can help 
people avoid overeating. According to 
dietary experts from the American 
Heart Association, people should aim 
for four to five servings of vegetables 
each day. When making a plate, fill 
half of the plate with vegetables. 
Enhance dishes like lasagna or other 
pastas with fresh vegetables as well. 
Skip the fried bird. Although deep-•
frying a turkey can reduce cooking 
time, frying historically is not the 
best cooking method for those who 
are making health-conscious choices. 
Rather than frying, consider spatch -
cocking (also known as butterflying) 
the turkey to enable it to cook faster. 
Use fresh herbs and seasonings 
instead of butter and oil to flavour 
your turkey as well. 
Skip the cocktails. The Center for •
Science in the Public Interest says 
that classic cocktails with little to no 
added sugar typically fall into the 150- 
to 200-calorie range, while others can 
be about 200 to 300 calories each. 
Many people will want to save those 
extra calories for dessert or another 
indulgent dish rather than drinking 
them away. 
 If you want to simulate a cocktail, 
make a spritzer with sparkling water 
and unsweetened cranberry juice. 
Celebrants can make some smart 

choices in the foods and beverages they 
eat to enjoy a healthier holiday season 
this December. – MCG
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364 Victoria ave, Westmount – 514 481-5050

ALL CLAD BLACK FRIDAY PROMO

Notable Hanukah traditions 
Each year on the twenty-fifth day of 

Kislev, which typically falls during the 
month of December, adherents of the 
Jewish faith celebrate the festival 
of Hanukah. 

Hanukah commemorates the 
rededication of the Temple by the 
Maccabees in 165 BC after its desecration 
by the Syrians of that era. Although 
there was not enough oil left to light 
the Temple for even one night, lamps 
remained illuminated for eight straight 
days and nights. Thus Hanukah is 
known as the Festival of Lights, which 
incorporates many unique traditions. 

Lighting the menorah 

Perhaps the most visible and 
important Hanukah tradition involves 
the menorah. While traditional Jewish 
menorahs have seven branches, the 
Hanukah menorah, known as the 
hanukkiah, actually has nine branches. 
There are eight candles and a ninth, 
which is called the shamash, is used to 
light the other eight. The menorah is lit 
each night after sundown. 

Giving of gelt 

Hanukah gelt is money given as 
presents during the festival. It is typically 

offered to children and sometimes to 
teachers. Other gifts have now largely 
replaced the coins once offered, and gelt 
is sometimes chocolate. 

Playing dreidel 

Greek-Syrians outlawed Jewish studies 
at one point, so the Jews spun dreidels to 
pretend they were only playing games. 
Really they were engaged with their 
scripture. The tradition of spinning the 
dreidel endures as a Hanukah tradition. 

Foods fried in oil 

The miracle of the burning oil extends 
to the foods enjoyed during Hanukah. 
Many of the holiday foods are prepared 
in oil, including latkes (fried potatoes) 
and sufganiyot, which are fried, jelly-filled 
doughnuts. According to Town & Country 
magazine, millions of jelly doughnuts 
are consumed in Israel throughout 
Hanukah. 

Serving brisket 

An authentic Hanukah celebration 
often includes traditional dishes served 
in the spirit of celebration and gratitude. 
Brisket is frequently prepared for 
Hanukah dinners. Brisket was adopted 
because it was affordable and delicious. 

Jewish brisket is braised, and served with 
carrots, potatoes and other vegetables. 
Brisket may be served alongside another 
Hanukah dish, kugel, which is a 
casserole made from eggs and noodles. 

Making cookies 

Although Christmas cookies may be 
ubiquitous, cookies often are part of 
Hanukah traditions as well. Some 

cookies are cut to look like dreidels or 
stars. Those who want to incorporate the 
miracle of oil into their baking can seek 
recipes that use oil in place of butter in 
the cookie batters, something that can 
make them dairy-free and also vegan. 
This year Hanukah begins on December 
25 and will last through January 2, 2025. 
It’s a festive time to embrace many time-
honoured traditions. – MCG



GG-4 – WESTMOUNT GIFT GUIDE – November 26, 2024

4916 rue Sherbrooke Ouest      atelierlou.com 514.506.8174

Two long established Montreal eye care practices 
Harry Toulch Optometrists and VISION 2120 have 

come together to create Optik Avenue Optometrists 
• EYE EXAMS – We o er the latest in 

eye imaging technology. 
• LENSES – We o er genuine Varilux, Crizal, 

Transitions and Blue Filter lenses. We carry 
a wide range of contact lens prescriptions. 

• BRANDS – Designer brands to vintage 
collections you can definitely find your 
perfect fit at Optik Avenue. We carry 
Ray-Ban, Lunor, Silhouette, Prada, Moscot, 
Tom Ford, Celine, Oliver Peoples, Dior, 
Saint Laurent and many other fine brands.

Come visit us 
See what you’ve been missing! 
4148 St. Catherine St. W. corner Greene, Westmount 

Book your eye exam today! 
514-937-0446 – info@optikavenue.com

Happy Holidays to All Our Customers and Friends

Did you know? 
The majority of people hear 

Christmas and naturally think 
of December 24 and 25. 

For millions of Christians, 
these two dates mark 
Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day, respectively, 
which is when Christians 
commemorate the birth of 
Jesus Christ. In fact, the 
word Christmas comes 
from the phrase “Mass of 
Christ.” 

However, there are 
certain faithful who will not 
be celebrating Christmas 
on December 25. These are 
namely those who belong to 
Orthodox, Greek Orthodox and Coptic 
Orthodox churches, among others. 
These churches primarily trace their 
origins to Eastern Europe and portions 
of Asia and Africa, including Russia, 
Ukraine, Belarus, Serbia, Greece, 
Armenia and Ethiopia. 

The churches utilize the former Julian 
calendar for religious observations. 

This places Christmas on January 7. 
It also is believed that 12 days after Jesus 
was born, three magi visited him to 

shower him with blessings and gifts, 
an event known as the Epiphany. 

Some recognize Christmas as 
occurring on this day, which is January 6. 
In fact, the “true” Christmas holiday 
takes place between Christ’s birth 
and the Epiphany, or the 12 days of 
Christmas. 

Candlemas, which comes 40 days 
after Christmas, also is considered 
the official end of the Christmas 
season for some. – MCG
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RReesseerrvvee  yyoouurr  ffrreesshh,,  
ggrraaiinn--ffeedd  ttuurrkkeeyy  
ffoorr  tthhee  hhoolliiddaayyss

Your neighbourhood health food store

Fresh, 
local, 

organic 
food

330A 
Victoria 

514-369-1888

Serving Westmount since 2009

Notable Christmas celebrations around the world 
It’s beginning to look a lot like 

Christmas all over the world. Christmas 
celebrations include various time-
honoured traditions that celebrants hold 
near and dear to their hearts. Depending 
on where someone lives, their Christmas 
traditions may look quite different from 
those in other parts of the globe. 

It can be enjoyable to learn how 
Christmas is celebrated elsewhere and 
perhaps even incorporate a few new 
traditions into your celebrations. Take 
a peek at these customs near and far. 

Seafood and beachside celebrations: •
Australia is located in the southern 
hemisphere, which means Aussies 
are enjoying the peak of their summer 
come December 25. A white Christmas 
is unlikely, unless the “white” refers 
to white, sandy beaches. Santa is 
probably swapping his thick coat for a 
pair of board shorts, and heavy, roast-
laden meals are unlikely to make it on 
to the menu. Instead, Australians dine 
on seafood feasts and spend Christmas 
outdoors camping or at the beach. 
Krampus parade: Some Christmas •
elves are not so jolly. Just ask residents 
of the Austrian, German and 
Hungarian Alps. Each year in this 
region, a true “Bad Santa” is the talk 

of town. Villagers believed that 
Krampus, a half-man, half-goat 
creature with a legion of ill-tempered 
elves, roamed the mountains wreaking 
havoc. Krampus was said to abduct 
miscreants and set unruly youth or 
even intoxicated adults straight. Today, 
Krampus is more the “bad cop” to 
Santa’s “good cop” persona. Krampus 
is celebrated as an antihero at parades 
and other events. 
Las Posadas: According to scripture, •

Joseph and Mary had to make an 
arduous journey from their hometown 
to Bethlehem for census purposes 
while Mary was pregnant. When the 
couple arrived, they found lodgings 
were nonexistent, and Mary ended 
up giving birth to Jesus in a manger 
surrounded by animals. In celebration 
of that journey, people in Mexico and 
Guatemala celebrate Las Posadas, a 
procession representing Mary and 
Joseph’s journey and their struggle to 

find lodging. 
La Befana: In Italian folklore, La •
Befana is a witch-like old woman who, 
like Santa, delivers gifts to children 
throughout Italy. Instead of this gift-
giving taking place on Christmas, 
La Befana hands out gifts on the 
Epiphany Eve in a similar way to how 
the Three Magi brought presents to 
Baby Jesus. Le Befana also is believed 
to fly through the night sky to sweep 
away all the troubles of the old year 
and clear the way for a fresh start. 
Move over reindeer: Although reindeer •
often garner fanfare this time of year, 
the Yule goat is a Christmas symbol 
and tradition in Scandinavia and 
northern Europe. Each year in towns 
throughout Sweden and other areas, 
large statues of Yule goats are built on 
the first day of Advent and stand 
throughout the holiday season. This 
tradition dates back to ancient pagan 
festivals, and some believe the goat is 
connected to the Norse god Thor, who 
rode in the sky in a chariot pulled by 
two goats. 
Holiday traditions differ considerably 

in various regions of the world. 
Celebrants may want to consider 
incorporating foreign traditions into 
their own Christmas celebrations this 
year. – MCG
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campbellpictureframing@gmail.com – campbellpictureframing.com

WE SPECIALIZE IN: 

• Custom framing • Installations 
• Restoration of oil paintings 
and frames • Conservation 

framing • Laminations

Warmest Holiday Wishes to all our friends & customers

Embrace a crowd-pleaser to feed 
loved ones this holiday season 

Holiday hosts recognize it’s 
not always so easy to feed a 
crowd. That pressure may be 
even more notable come the 
holiday season, when food is 
such an integral component 
of gatherings with family and 
friends. 

It may be impossible to 
please everyone all of the time, 
but few can resist a hearty 
comfort food like baked ziti. 
That makes the dish an ideal 
option for holiday hosts tasked 
with feeding a crowd. This 
holiday season, hosts 
welcoming loved ones into 
their homes can consider this 
easily prepared recipe for 
“Baked ziti with chicken 
and cheese” courtesy of 
Lines+Angles. 

Baked ziti with chicken 
and cheese 

Makes 4 to 6 servings 

16     ounces dry ziti pasta 
1       large onion, peeled 

and chopped 
1       pound ground chicken 
8      cups spaghetti sauce 
        Butter, for pan 
3      cups mozzarella cheese, shredded 
1⁄2     cup grated Parmesan cheese 
        Salt, to taste 

Bring a large pot of lightly salted 1.
water to a boil. Add ziti pasta, and 
cook according to package 
instructions until al dente, about 
8 minutes; drain well. 
In a large skillet, brown chopped 2.
onion and ground chicken over 
medium heat. Add spaghetti sauce, 
and simmer for about 15 minutes. 

Preheat the oven to 350°F. Coat a 3.
9 x 13-inch baking dish with butter. 
Drizzle sauce in the bottom of the 
baking dish and arrange the ziti on 
top. Ladle remaining sauce over the 
ziti. Top with mozzarella cheese. 
Gently toss to completely coat the 
ziti with sauce and cheese. Sprinkle 
grated Parmesan cheese over the top. 
Bake for 30 minutes, or until the 4.
cheese melts and the pasta is heated 
through. 

Preparation time: 20 minutes 
Cooking time: 55 minutes – MCG
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These colourful cookies are tailor-made for family baking sessions 
Baking during the 

holiday season is a 
tradition in many 
households. Family 
baking sessions 
provide a perfect 
holiday season 
bonding activity, and 
the payoff is both 
cherished family 
time and delicious, indulgent foods. 

Holiday hosts know they’ll need to 
feed their guests over the course of their 
stay, and that includes snacks. This 
holiday season, hosts can involve their 
guests in family baking sessions and 
whip up a batch of these delicious and 
colourful “Christmas biscuits” from 
Lines+Angles. 

Christmas biscuits 

Makes approximately 24 cookies 

For the dough: 
11⁄2    cups all-purpose flour, sifted, plus 

extra for dusting 
11⁄3    cups confectioner’s sugar, plus extra 

for dusting 
3⁄4     cup almond meal 
1       cup unsalted butter, cold and cubed 
1       large egg yolk 

1       tablespoon cold water 
1⁄2     teaspoon fine salt 

For the icing and decoration: 
4       cups confectioner’s sugar 
3       tablespoons meringue powder 
7       tablespoons warm water, combined 

with 1 teaspoon vanilla extract, 
assorted food colour (e. g., red, pink 
and turquoise), assorted coloured 
sugar crystals (e. g., red, pink 
and white) 

For the dough: Preheat oven to 350°F. 1.
Grease and line two large baking 
sheets with parchment paper. 
Combine flour, confectioner’s sugar 2.
and almond meal in a large mixing 
bowl. Stir well to mix. 
Add butter, egg yolk, water, and salt, 3.
and mix well with an electric mixer 
with spiral attachments until mixture 
starts to come together as a dough. 
Turn out onto a floured surface and 4.
knead briefly until even. Wrap in 
plastic wrap and chill for 30 minutes. 
After chilling, roll out dough on a 5.
lightly floured surface to 
approximately 0.25" thickness. 
Use assorted star-shaped cookie 6.
cutters to cut out approximately 

23 variably sized star shapes. 
Arrange between prepared sheets, 
spaced apart. 
From remaining dough, cut out one 7.
teardrop and two semi-circles of 
dough, using appropriate cutters or 
working freehand with a paring knife. 
Arrange on one of the baking sheets. 
Bake cookies for 12 to 15 minutes, 8.
until golden and dry to the touch. 
Remove to cooling racks to cool. 
For the icing and decoration: 9.
Thoroughly stir together 
confectioner’s sugar and meringue 
powder in a large mixing bowl. 
Gradually beat in warm water and 10.

vanilla extract mixture using an 
electric mixer until icing is smooth 
and of a flooding consistency; you 
may not need all of the water. 
Divide icing between three bowls. 11.

Colour two bowls pink and red, 
respectively, by beating in enough 
pink and red coloring to achieve 
uniform colors. Leave the third 
bowl uncoloured. 
Spoon pink and red icing into 12.

separate piping bags fitted with 
small, round-tip nozzles. 
To ice the cookies, pipe around their 13.

perimeters with the icings to create 
borders. Fill in middle of cookies with 
more icing; you can use a damp, 
warm offset palette knife to spread 
out icing to an even finish. 
Carefully transfer iced cookies to 14.

cooling racks, decorating with the 
sugar crystals in festive patterns. 
Using same technique as in steps 15.

13 and 14, ice teardrop cookie with red 
and white icing for Santa’s hat and 
beard, respectively. Ice the two semi-
circle cookies with white icing. 
Before icings have set, carefully 16.

attach semi-circle cookies to teardrop 
cookie to fashion Santa’s mustache. 
Colour any remaining white icing 
with turquoise colouring and then dab 
onto teardrop cookie for Santa’s eyes. 
Pipe some pink icing below eyes for 
his nose. 
Let cookies set and harden before 17.

serving. 
Tip: Flooding consistency should be 

similar to the consistency of toothpaste. 
If your icing is too thick, thin it out with 
some warm water, mixing it into the 
icing in drops 

Preparation time: 1 hour, 20 minutes 
Cooling time: 30 minutes – MCG
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Hanukkiyah from Temple in Westmount appearing on Canada Post stamp 
By Jennifer Ball 

A Hanukah hanukkiyah from Temple 
Emanu-El-Beth-Sholom’s Aron Museum 
has served as the inspiration for a new 
Canada Post stamp. 

The stamp was unveiled on November 
15 during a shabbat service at the Temple, 
which is found at 4100 Sherbrooke, corner 
of Wood Ave. 

A hanukkiyah is a candelabrum with 
eight candleholders in a row and a ninth 
candleholder set slightly higher than the 
others. 

It is different from a regular menorah, 
which has seven branches. A hanukkiyah 
is nevertheless a kind of menorah. 

Rabbi Grushcow consults 

Rabbi Lisa Grushcow, who has been a 
consultant for the Hanukah stamp for 
Canada Post for the past few years, told the 
Independent on November 15, “It’s always 
a privilege to be involved in the develop-
ment of Canada Post’s Hanukah stamp… 

“This year is especially meaningful, as 
it features a Hanukah menorah from 
Temple’s Aron Museum, which was given 
to us after being salvaged from the Holo-
caust… 

“In a time of darkness, its light shines 
brightly with a message of resilience and 
hope. As with all Canada Post stamps fea-
turing different traditions, I hope that this 
stamp bears witness to the precious diver-
sity of our Canadian mosaic, and to our 
values of co-existence and respect.” 

A commemorative envelope that 
Canada Post produced for the stamp indi-
cated that the Hanukah menorah was res-
cued from a burning synagogue in 

 Germany in November 1938, when anti-
Semitic violence in Nazi-occupied terri -
tories erupted in the iniquity of Kristall-
nacht. 

The text on the collectible reads, “The 
silver-plated menorah on this year’s [Hanu-
kah] stamp is a symbol of faith and resil-
ience… 

“This spectacular hanukkiyah is one of 
many cultural and religious items that 
were recovered in the aftermath of the Sec-

ond World War, and re-distributed to Israel 
and to Jewish communities around the 
world… 

“Donated to the Aron Museum at 
Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom in [West-
mount], it features an ornate peacock on a 
curtained stage, its magnificent plumage 
illuminated with the lighting of each of its 
eight candles.” 

Carmen Cheung, from the communi-
cation department at Canada Post, works 
on the national stamp program and said 
on November 15, “Canada Post takes great 
pride in sharing and amplifying our stories 
through our national stamp program… 

“Our stamps commemorate the events, 
people and achievements that shape the 
fabric of our society and our culture… 

“The stamp I am here to talk about 
today marks Canada Post’s seventh Hanu-
kah stamp and the third year that we have 
had the pleasure of working with Rabbi 
Grushcow to tell the story of Hanukah … 

“…Rabbi Grushcow suggested using 
this artefact … about three years ago. We 
were very drawn to the beauty of it and the 
story behind it.” 

This year, Hanukah begins at nightfall 
on December 25 and ends at nightfall on 
January 2, 2025.

A mock-up of the new stamp and the Westmount hanukkiyah that inspired it, as seen November 
15.
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October sales: Volume strengthens, price up a bit 

Note: The following article relates to offers to 
purchase Westmount residential dwellings 
that were reported by local real estate agents 
as having been accepted in October 2024. 
Because they are not f inal registered sales, the 
addresses cannot be made public, but give a 
good idea of current trends in local real estate 
activity. The graph at right offers a picture of 
these trends over time. 

The Westmount real estate market has 
been extremely active this fall, with local 
agents announcing an even dozen sales in 
October, all but one at less than $3 million 
and with an average just over $2 million, 
but suggesting a value for the “typical” 
Westmount house up slightly from Sep-
tember. 

Six more sales were added to the Sep-
tember list, increasing that month’s resi-
dential sales to 16, and one more was 
added to August, bringing that month’s 
total to 12. That brings the three-month 
total to 40 as compared to only 18 in the 
same three months last year and 22 in 
2022; in fact, the 111 sales posted through 
October this year almost matches the 
entire tally for both 2022 and 2023 (114 
each). 

On the other hand, the only price in 
October above $3 million was the $5 mil-
lion paid out for a house in mid-West-
mount evaluated by the city at over $6 mil-
lion, and the 17.4 percent mark-down, the 
lowest of the month, was a house “in need 
of renovation,” according to the agent. The 
lowest price for October was $1,280,000, 
with almost as big a mark-down. The two 
were among five that sold below their tax 
value; the highest of seven mark-ups was 
20.5 percent. 

Looking back even further, with the 16 
sales posted by agents as having been 
agreed to in September, the top price was 
$5,400,000, though that one came in just 
under its valuation, one of three mark-
downs that month, all single-digit figures, 
and the highest mark-up came in at 37.2 
percent. 

Condos & commercial 

Only two condominium sales were 
post ed as having been agreed to in Oct -
ober, one for $765,000 and the other exactly 
$1,000,000, both very close to their tax 
values. The third-quarter sales, that is July, 
August and September, counted nine 

transactions in a range from $545,000 to 
$2,700,000, with some fairly strong mark-
ups and only one mark-down, so an aver-
age 16.8 percent price:valuation ratio. 

Also sold in October were two co-op 
apartments at 2 and 3 Westmount Square, 
a commercial property on Victoria Ave., a 
multi-use property on Prince Albert Ave., 
and one of the stores at 4055 St. Catherine 
St. in the basement of 1 Wood Ave., but 
with a separate entrance to a large lobby 
and numerous storefronts. 

Adjacent Westmount 

The adjacent-Westmount market was 
also busy in October, with four more sales 
in the Côte des Neiges district south of 
Queen Mary Rd., two in NDG east of Deca-
rie Blvd., and two houses in the downtown 
Square Mile district, though none in the 
Trafalgar-Daulac area just east of West-
mount except for a condominium-town-
house at the corner of The Boulevard and 
Côte des Neiges Rd. 

The two sales in NDG showed serious 
mark-downs from valuation; we would 
suggest this is more a problem of overvalu-
ation than of poorly-priced properties. 

The number of Westmount houses on 
the market in mid-November has dropped 
significantly, as we approach the normally 
slow holiday season, down 16 in the past 
month, which basically says no new 
houses came on the market where sales 
brought others off. 

The prices are fairly even between those 
in the $1-$2 million group (28), $2-$3 mil-
lion group (29) and $3-$4 million group 
(21), with another 36 houses asking more 
than $4 million. 

Three houses are listed under $1 mil-
lion, with the lowest-priced house actually 
dropping its asking price last month, to 
$799,000.

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge
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Holiday window contest, Welsh choir singers 

Tree lighting Prince Albert Dec. 4, Square Greene Dec. 5 
By Laureen Sweeney 

’Tis the season for outdoor tree lighting 
and decorating in Westmount. The annual 
city hall event December 2 at 5 pm, will fol-
low tree lighting at Prince Albert square 
December 4 from 4 to 6 pm and one at 
Square Greene the next day at the same 
times. Ten members of the Montreal Male 
Welsh Choir will sing at each of the mer-
chant events. 

In a holiday spirit, a “Best Holiday Win-
dow Contest” will take place for the first 
time at each of the two neighbourhood fes-
tivities that are being organized by the Vic-
toria Village Merchants Association and 

Quartier Greene. 
The windows will be judged at each, 

according to Cynthia Lulham, general 
manager of the associations. 

“Judges will look for creative fun win-
dows that add to the holiday spirit. Hot 
chocolate and cookies will also be avail-
able,” she said. “Help us launch the holiday 
season!” 

A contest winner will be chosen from 
each commercial area and will win a free 
half-page of advertising from contest spon-
sor the Westmount Independent. Lulham 
added a thank-you to editor David Price for 
sponsoring this first window contest with 
these “great prizes.” The city hall tree lighting in 2022. 

Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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Leonard Cohen: Westmount-
schooled, period 

I am Leonard’s slightly younger first 
cousin. Prof. Lebold’s statement (Novem-
ber 19, p. 11) that Leonard went to Herzliah 
High School after Roslyn School is incor-
rect. Leonard at tend ed Westmount Junior 
and Senior High Schools. In addition, he 
only met Irving Layton when he, Leonard, 
was at McGill. 

Morton Rosengarten, Leonard’s closest 
and lifelong friend, has corroborated this 
information. 

Gordon Cohen, Lansdowne Ave. 

WAG playground 
work disappoints 

The Westmount Athletic Grounds 
(WAG) play area is finally finished. I don’t 
know the budget, but huge swaths of 
bushes bordering the grounds were torn 
out, seemingly for no apparent reason. To 
date, their green and flowering presence 
has not been re placed. Perhaps the goal of 
the months-long “renovation” was the 
children’s playground, which now has a 
new footing. However, the old sets of 
swings and slides have just been put back. 
Nothing new, and a disappointing finale. 

A fence has been put up alongside huge 
stones. The fence is simply one long piece. 
It fences nothing in. Furthermore, as one 
local four-year old pointed out, now “I have 
to walk (or run) to the end to get home.” 

Neighbours – and children – are not 
quite sure what purpose this fence – and 

its expense? – serves. 
Above all, today, the children’s play area 

is strewn with debris. Students from West-
mount High have been noted leaving 
empty drink bottles, lunch papers, tissues 
– you name it. It is a mess. While under-
standing how difficult it is today to instill 
a sense of respect, perhaps it is a concept 
that teachers – and parents – could ap -
proach. It’s never too late to learn the rules 
of civility. 

Veronica Redgrave, Hallowell St. 
Editor’s note: Veronica Redgrave is a col-
umnist for the Independent. – DP. 

Can the Israeli consulate 
please move? 
Dear Israeli consul general, 

With all due respect, as a resident of 
Westmount and a concerned taxpayer, I 
wish to address the situation involving the 
Israel consulate’s current location within 
our community. 

Sometimes, a simple change – like mov-
ing an office – can lead to significant im -
provement for the greater good. 

Inspired by Steve Jobs’ idea that “sim-
plicity is the ultimate sophistication,” this 
straightforward move could be a sophisti-
cated solution that benefits our commu-
nity while still supporting the consulate’s 
operations. 

Moving the consulate to a non-residen-
tial area such as Notre Dame St. between 
Monk Blvd. and Pullman St. would place 
it in a nearby, suitable location that re -

mains accessible for consulate business. 
In a world where geopolitical conflicts 

persist, protests inevitably arise as individ-
uals exercise their right to voice their 
opinions. However, within our community 
of nearly 23,000, maintaining a peaceful 
atmosphere is essential, and I hope, re -
spect fully, the consulate will consider this 
suggestion, recognizing its potential that 
may better accommodate the needs of both 
the consulate’s operations and the West-
mount community’s welfare. 

The time for such a solution is now, as 
we cannot wait a lifetime for broader fed-
eral actions to address protest manage-
ment. 

Thank you for considering this proposal 
to benefit our community. 

Diana Hernandez, St. Catherine St. 
Editor’s reply: Hernandez implies that she 
disagrees with my October 22, p. 6 editorial 
(“We need a federal protest law”), which is 
fine. May I also say that I disagree with 
her? In my view, residents of our country, 
citizens or not, long term or short, from 
wherever, should be protected wherever 
they choose to be and should not be asked 
to move to industrial Siberia because fed-
eral politicians can’t figure out how to limit 
never-ending, repeat demonstrations. – 
DP. 

Shame on police 
re: protest at Shaar 

I am 70 years old, and I was at the Con-
gregation Shaar Hashomayim on Novem-
ber 5 in Westmount, at 5:50 pm trying to 
enter the building. The protesters were 
blocking the entrance on Metcalfe and I 
had to ask one of the synagogue security 
guards to escort me because I was not com-
fortable going past them alone. As I walked 
past them, one of the masked protesters, 
holding a huge flag, yelled in my ear: “You 
are going to the genocide building and you 
are killing our people. Shame on you. 
Shame on you …” 

They were blocking people who were 
trying to park and yelling at them, and even 
though there is an injunction [regarding 
protests near synagogues], the police 
allowed the protesters to get close to the 
synagogue. 

Therefore this was not a peaceful pro-
test and just because no one got hurt does-
n’t make it peaceful. They were threaten-
ing, yelling hateful messages and trespass-
ing. 

Where are our rights to live peacefully 
and not be intimidated when entering a 
place of worship? Shame on our police for 
not protecting our rights. 

Anca M. Glasel, St. Catherine St. 
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Harlequin/‘Harley Quinn’ 

Harlequin is a brave young mother cat 
who was taken in this summer with her 
kittens. Harlequin is true to her name, 
with a black mask over her huge green eyes 
and a touch of black on her sweet chin. 

She is now ready for a forever family on 
her own and is being placed by the Gerdy’s 
Rescue & Adoptions rescue. 

She is very healthy, up to date with her 
inoculations, spayed and microchipped. 

Please refer to the Gerdy’s Rescue & 
Adoptions Facebook page for more inform -
ation on Harlequin, providing your contact 
information through their application 
form link, and enquire at their email 
info@gerdysrescue.org. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Buy a classified in the WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT. at www.westendclassifieds.com
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Documentary aired at Shaar 

We Will Dance Again recounts Nova music festival heroism 
By Jennifer Ball 

We Will Dance Again reconstructs the 
Hamas-led attack on Israel on October 7, 
2023 from the perspectives of attendees of 
the Nova music festival. 

It highlights extraordinary bravery by 
ordinary people on a day when at least 
1,200 people were killed and hostages were 
taken. 

The documentary was screened on 
October 9 at the Congregation Shaar Hash -
omayim, which is located at the corner of 
Côte St. Antoine and Kensington Ave., and 
it was in collaboration with Start Up Nation 

and L’Association des Médecins Juifs du 
Québec (AMJQ). 

Amanda Rosenthal is a Shaar congre-
gant and the president of Start-Up Nation. 
She said that the director Yariv Mozer is 
also a major in the Israeli Defence Force 
(IDF) reserves. 

“He was given special permission by the 
IDF to access the Nova site just days after 
the massacre to make this documentary… 

“We Will Dance Again is the lived experi-
ence of Nova survivors… 

“These videos, voice messages sent to 
friends and family, and surveillance foot-
age in addition to the disturbing body-cam-

era of Hamas terrorists [are the foundation 
of ] this horrific story.” 

As the sun rose on October 7, the danc-
ing stopped. 

Individual stories 

The film meticulously reconstructs the 
events, capturing the raw emotions and 
heroism that emerged as partygoers – 
many of whom were intoxicated and under 
the influence of alcohol, drugs and some-
times both – realized they were in mortal 
danger. 

As the film’s narrative unfolds, we hear 
from witnesses like Noa Beer, who re -

counts a harrowing escape by car, and sur-
vivor Elinor Gambarian, a single mother 
who hid inside a refrigerator and was run-
ning out of oxygen but always mindful of 
her young son. 

Two of the interviewees, Eitan Halley 
and Ziv Abud, recall a grenade attack on a 
roadside shelter where they had taken ref-
uge. Both commend efforts by Aner Shap -
ira, who was killed, to toss back live gre-
nades before they exploded.

The installation of chairs commemorating Israelis that are being held hostage or who have already been killed by the 425 Metcalfe Ave. entrance to 
Congregation Shaar Hashomayim, as seen October 10.

lesangesmtl.com

Reserve Now
for the holidays!
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RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue



Marie Dumas marks 
30 years on Greene 

’Tis the season. Gift-giving is in the air. 
So local stores are buzzing with parcel-
packing shoppers attempting to miss the 
postal strike. In vain, it turns 
out. 

But local boutique Marie 
Dumas is celebrating more than 
the season. It marks 30 years 
on Greene. Founded by Marie 
Dumas and her daughter Fran-
cine, it is now managed by Fran-
cine and her sister Stéphanie. 

And what a boutique it is. 
Renowned for floral arrange-
ments created by Francine – 
gorgeous groupings that don’t 
need watering – as well as wed-
ding registry gifts, for 23 years 
Marie Dumas was originally in 
a smaller space closer to St. Ca-
therine St. 

Today, the sparkling shop is 
much larger, although that’s dif-
ficult to see as every corner is 
packed with discoveries. Fashion 
accessories, babies’ clothes, 
candles, area rugs, glass and 
table wares, and one of my fa-
vourite “old school” items: nap-
kin rings. 

Mixed with the classics – 
Chanel and Tom Ford items – 
is fun fuchsia: a holiday tree 
and Nutcracker figures. I noted 
the hot trend of the day: a pickle-
ball racquet cover. 

To celebrate their long successful so -
journ, last week Francine and Stephanie 
welcomed guests to bubbly and cupcakes. 
A pink theme (“we love that colour!”) ruled; 
pastel balloons welcomed guests, brighten-
ing the grey day. Even the Instagram-ready 
holiday table setting shone with rose gilded 
with gold touches. Cupcakes by local baker 
Michele Korne shared space with mimosas 
and mock cocktails. 

Gifting has never been so delicious.
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Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 

Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally

MyShoeShop’s Neven marks 
20 years on Greene 

Westmount has many new retailers. 
Others are celebrating long success stories. 

MyShoeShop.ca is marking 20 years. 
The store on Greene Ave. carries 19,000 
pairs of shoes and boots. Owner Glenn 
Neven opened initially selling only 
Naturino, a children’s shoe line from Italy, 
in 2004. 

“I already had two other Naturino 
stores, one in Outremont and one in St. 
Leonard. But I always wanted to be in this 
area, so when I saw this space, I took it. 
Later, I closed the others,” he explained. 

In 2008, Glenn started offering Birken-
stocks – the shoes renowned for fit – not 
to mention urban street style. The famed 
brand offers 350 different styles. 

“We have the greatest selection of Bir-
kenstock in Canada.’’ Fun fact: It is now 
owned by a group backed by LVMH (Louis 
Vuitton Moët Hennessy). 

He sells the German line in store and 
online at myshoeshop.ca. Indeed, his web-
site drove sales during the pandemic. 

Quality is top of mind for Glenn. “We 
inspect every single pair before shipping 
and have a very low return rate.” 

He also offers other European brands: 
Gabor and Haflinger (from Germany) and 
Emu and Blundstone (from Australia) are 
seasonal sell-outs. 

For winter, Glenn adds boot collections 
from Pajar and North Face. 

Glenn explained that he sells to all ages: 
young ones to seniors. The staff is trained 
not only to fit children but also to offer 
advice for best shoe support for older feet. 
In fact, by sheer chance, the day I visited, 
the shop was full of all demographics. 

An elderly lady was being helped to pur-
chase the right winter boots; a cool guy 
grabbed a few (!) Birkenstocks; and a 
charmingly polite little girl loved her fur-
topped shiny boots. 

A perfect retail moment on one of West-
mount’s famed shopping areas. Family 
Volvos, low-lying Lamborghinis and sassy 
Smart cars have replaced chauffeur-driven-
and-waiting limousines on this special 
street. 

MyShoeShop 
1325 Greene – 514.939.0363 
Monday to Friday: 10 am to 6 pm 
Saturday: 10 am to 5 pm 
Sunday: noon to 5 pm 

Retail Review 

Veronica Redgrave

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
House Cleaning Service 

Regular Residential Cleaning Services, damage insurance 
$2,000,000, some availabilities for the fall and winter season, 
professional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673. 

Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and 
 references provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763. 

Part Time Bookkeeper Needed 

Mature, experienced bookkeeper able to navigate QuickBooks 
and computer programs (Outlook, Excel, Documents, Word). If 
you are retired and looking for part-time flexible days and hours 
in the Westmount area, call 514-248-4914. 

Reliable Waste Disposal Assistance 

Offering convenient help with garbage removal, perfect for 
 seniors and anyone needing a helping hand. Please call Massimo 
514-290-6277.

Retail Review 

Veronica Redgrave

Stephanie and Francine Dumas.
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An update on Tokyo 

We introduced Tokyo to you a few 
weeks ago and now have an update on his 
settling in at his foster home with Gerdy’s 
Rescue & Adoptions. 

His foster family reports that this classic 
black-and-white chrysanthemum shih tzu 
is integrating well in the daily routine. 
Tokyo loves all dogs, big and small, on his 
walks and during playtime. He has come 
out of his shell, showing affection and 
tucking in for snuggles with the member 
of the family he has bonded with. 

At four and a half years of age, Tokyo is 
very healthy, up to 
date with his 
inoculations, neu-
tered and micro-
chipped. 

As he is a small 
n i n e - p o u n d 
bundle of love, he 
is best in a one- 
or two-person 
family. 

You can find 
out more about 

darling Tokyo by referring to the Gerdy’s 
Rescue & Adoptions website at www.ger-
dysrescue.org for more details, and then 
presenting your contact information 
through their application form link in 
order for a volunteer to reach out to you in 
turn. You can also take a peek at their Face-
book page for more news. Please do not 
hesitate to reach out through their email 
at info@gerdysrescue.org. 

Tokyo is a delight, a sweetie who bonds 
to all with delight. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Dog Walker 
Rain or Shine 
Call Tom: 
514 865-1360 
email: tomgsimon36 

@gmail.com 

 @dogwalker 
_rain_or_shine

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler



Museum Ball sells out, delivers for attendees & MMFA 

The highly anticipated and always sold-
out Museum Ball took place at the Mon-
treal Museum of Fine Arts (MMFA). 

Co-chairs were Deborah Orida, CEO 
PSP Investments, and Abe Adham, chair, 
Quebec market, TD Bank Financial Group. 

Celebrating its 64th edition, the gala 
theme was inspired by the museum’s ex -
hibition Saints, Sinners, Lovers and Fools. 

Guests toured the show before sitting 
down to a gourmet meal by chef/author 
Laurent Dagenais, executed by the team of 
the Fairmont The Queen Elizabeth under 
the direction of Armando Aruda, executive 
chef Jean-Mark Léon and catering chefs 
Pablo Gonzalez and Hervé Dumont. 

Event coordinators were Christiane 
Fabi, Alice Menut and Pamela Plamondon 
Deliard. Senior artistic consultant was 
Alexis Johnston-Benamon. 

Guests were greeted by the museum’s 
director Stéphane Aquin and Mary-Daily 
Desmarais, chief curator, joined by MMFA 
Foundation board chairs Henry Mizrahi 
and André Dufour, and Jo-Anne Du -
chesne, director MMFA Foundation. 

From the corridors of power and cre-
ativity were ministers Mélanie Joly, (For-
eign Affairs Canada); Simon Jolin-Barette, 
(Justice QC); and Christine Fréchette, 
(Economy QC); along with Paul Desmarais 
III, CEO of Sagard, MMFA campaign cabi-
net member; Pierre-Karl Péladeau, CEO 
Quebecor; Louis Aucoin, president/chief 
strategist AUCOIN Strategy and Com-
munication; Louis Audet, board chair Old 
Brewery Mission; Yves Lalumière, CEO, 
Tourisme Montréal; Nathalie Maillé, ex -
ecutive director, Conseil des arts de Mon-
tréal; Paul St-Pierre Plamondon, leader of 

the Parti Québécois and member of the 
provincial legislature for Camille Laurin; 
André Dufour, regional managing partner, 
Montreal, Borden Ladner Gervais; Michel 
Leblanc, CEO Chamber of Commerce of 
Metropolitan Montreal; and artists Kent 
Monkman, François Lacasse, and Pierre 
Dorion. 

Also noted enjoying the festivities were 
Stéphanie Trudeau, executive vp, Québec, 
Énergir; and CDPQ’s Kim Thomassin, 
executive vp and head of Quebec, and 
Michèle Boisvert, first vp of business out-
reach. 

The electric eve was elegant and eclec-

tic. Evocative acrobatic entertainment 
wowed. Massive chandeliers shone with 
archetypal classicism. One dining room 
seemed wrapped in crinkled gold foil. 

The fashions? Outfits ranged from cou-
ture to haute-eccentric; from runway-ready 
to casual. Bespoke tuxedos shared space 
with urban attire. Dresses ranged from 
mini-mini black, slit black and black strap-
less – the better to show toned arms and 
tattoos. 

Jewel-toned and patterned frocks peek -
ed through the sea of noir. Sneakers ruled, 
although classic shiny 
black patent dress shoes 
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Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location

Andy Dodge & Associates 
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4 

Tel: 514-482-8560 www.andydodgeassociates.com 
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data 
about Westmount real estate

continued on p. 18

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Henry Mizrahi, Jo-Anne Duchesne, Abe Adham, Deborah Orida, Laurent Dagenais, Mary-Dailey 
Desmarais, André Dufour and Stéphane Aquin.
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Montreal Real Estate Foundation for Kids hosts grand ball 

The grand ball of the Montreal Real 
Estate Foundation for Kids (FIMJ) held 
an elegant and successful eve at Windsor 
 Station. 

Funds raised at the event will work to 
further enhance the foundation’s pro-
grams, which, since its inception, has dis-
tributed more than $3.4 million to over 40 
organizations, significantly contributing 
to transforming the lives of young people 
in the region. 

Co-chairs were Claude Bigras, CEO of 
GDI Integrated Facility Services; Patrice 
Bourbonnais, president/COO of Groupe 
Petra; Vincent Chiara, president and 
founder of Groupe Mach; Dario Montoni, 
CEO of Groupe Montoni; and Pierre 
Pomerleau, executive chairman of Pomer-
leau. 

Platinum Partners were Construgep, 
Cromwell Management Inc., Dentons, 
Des jardins, Kevric, KPMG, and Optima 

Design-Prisma Construction & Rosefellow. 
Gold Partners were Alfid Real Estate Ser-
vices, Banque Nationale, Bastium, Cadillac 
Fairview, Isra-Guard (IGS) Security, KRB 
Lawyers, Lemay, Sunlife Quebec and VA 
Capital. Silver Partners were Alcovi Capital, 
BDO Canada, CBRE, EllisDon, Proment 

Corporation, Garda, Genatec, Gerstat, 
Industrial Alliance, Miller Thomson, Bee-
Clean, Canada Lands Company, SPEICO 
Building Services, Sutton Quebec and Vit-
reco. 

The 20th anniversary event raised 
$800,000, “a crucial milestone for FIMJ,” 

said Mario Bédard, president FIMJ board 
of directors. “Thanks to the generosity and 
unwavering support of our donors, we can 
continue to build a promising future for 
kids in need by providing them with the 
tools to overcome obstacles and achieve 
their greatest dreams.”

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Pierre-Jacques Lefaivre, Mario Bédard, Patrice Bourbonnais, Pierre Pomerleau and Dario Montoni.
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Snuff Bottles

514.651.5235
REAL ESTATE BROKER
LORI SCHWARTZ

RE/MAX ACTION INC. 
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

INTRODUCING 1455 SHERBROOKE O #902 
3 BEDROOM, 2+1 BATHROOMS

and stilettos danced equally well. 
The Cinderella moment last ed 
well into the night when guests 
then enjoyed hot dogs from 
Lesters. 

The prestigious soirée raised 
over $1.9 million.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 16

William McLean, Deborah Orida, Yolande James and Andrew Jackson. Jeremy Ghio, Félix Marzell, Mélanie Joly and Jo-Anne Duchesne. Elisapie and Maurin Auxéméry.

Gino Chouinard and Christiane Fabi.

Pierre-Karl Péladeau, Pascale Bourbeau, Julie Katerine Turcotte 
and  Marc Parent.

Jean-Martin Aussant and 
Crystal Miller.

Alexandra Tremblay and 
Paul St-Pierre Plamondon.

We compound medication 
for your pet 

Flavoured medicine, chosen format 
(capsules, treats/pastes, liquids, creams). 

It’s not just hiding a pill in a piece of food!

5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 
Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com
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NEW

NEW

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1303

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1403

$5,495,000

MOUNTAIN VIEWS

PANORAMIC VIEWS

NEW

Ville-Marie
3940 CH. DE LA CÔTE-DES-NEIGES, #A52

INCREDIBLE VIEWS

NEW

NEW

NEW

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 501

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1005

Westmount
4340 MONTROSE AV.

$2,445,000

$1,795,000

CORNER
UNIT

NEW

NEW

NEWNEW NEW

Westmount
25 BELLEVUE AV.

Westmount
SUMMIT CRESCENT

Westmount
MONTROSE AV

$6,850,000

FULLY RENOVATEDCONTEMPORARY GEM POOL SIZE LOT

MILLION 
$ VIEWS 2385 SF

NEW

Westmount
6 FORDEN AV.

$3,995,000

CONTEMPORARY GEM

NEW

Ville Marie (Golden Square Mile)
1420 RUE SHERBROOKE W., APT. 602

BEST
LOCATION

$2,095,000

FULLY RENOVATED

NEW

Westmount
427 GROSVENOR AV.

$1,595,000 / $5,500/month

AMAZING GARDEN

BEST
LOCATION SOLD SOLD

MOUNTAIN VIEWS

FULLY
RENOVATED

EXCLUSIVE EXCLUSIVE

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

SOLD


