
New garbage collection system coming May 1 

City tweaks plan, allows pick-up 
from a few private locations 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city’s new contract for the collection 
of garbage kicks in May 1 requiring waste 
material to be picked up curbside at the 
front of most properties, but with a slight 
modification made April 8 for the owners 
of a few private lanes or properties deemed 
accessible to collection trucks. 

This modification provides for an agree-
ment to be signed to allow the city or its 
contractors to continue using these areas 
for lane-side pickup. 

Confusing? As Councillor Elisabeth 
Roux later explained to the Independent: “It 
wasn’t clear to me either at first. After some 
explanations, my understanding is that 
some lanes in Westmount that we see as 
public lanes are in reality private lanes,” 

therefore, this resolution “allows the city 
to enter into agreements with the owners 
of those private lanes in order to allow con-
tractors to use them for waste removal.” 

The main goal, explains Patricia Racette, 
division head of the environment, is to 
limit liability in case of damage in “pivotal 
areas such as school parking lots and the 
lane behind the houses in front of the train 
station [at the foot of Victoria Ave.]. 

“The agreement is mostly for private 
parking lots on which collection trucks 
 circulate to get to waste bins (such as for 
schools). Only a few private lanes are ac -
cessible and used by waste collection 
trucks. This agreement applies to private 
passages currently used by waste collection 
trucks, and that all con-
cerned parties will be con-

Province replies to Cllr. D’Amico: 
Off-leash dogs must be ‘enclosed’ 
By Laureen Sweeney 

On the heels of the contentious issue of 
unleashed dogs in Summit Woods at the 
April 8 council meeting, Councillor Anto-
nio D’Amico, who represents the area, 
turn ed to the Quebec government to ask 
“whether a fence was required” around a 
dog run. On this point, the meeting had 
been told the city is permitted to make its 
own regulations. 

As a result, D’Amico made his own re -
quest to the provincial government to 
which, on April 17, he received a written 
reply stating that under Quebec law, dogs 
must be on leash and under the control of 
the handler at all times in public areas 
unless in a fenced enclosure. 

There was, however, no definition “in 
the law or regulations” as to what consti-
tutes such an enclosure 
(commonly known as a 
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Foot pain? 
Heel spur? 
Bunions?

— Consult — 
Dr. William Constant, podiatrist 
Dr. Sur Pio Yip, podiatrist 

514-439-5112 
245 Victoria #525, Westmount continued on p. 15
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Former Westmount fire captain Craig Davis died on April 16 after three months fighting glioblastoma 
– a form of cancer that has been associated with continued exposure to toxins experienced by fire-
fighters. At different times during his time at Mount Sinai Hospital in Côte St. Luc, he was visited 
– in fire trucks – by both fellow retirees and current Montreal firefighters working out of Station 76 
on Stanton St., where the Westmount brigade that existed before the city’s forced merger with Mon-
treal in 2002 had been headquartered. Davis, centre with cap, served in Westmount for over three 
decades, first joining the Westmount fire brigade in the early 1970s and rising through the ranks 
until retiring some 20 years ago. Photo courtesy of the Emerald Association of Firefighters.continued on p. 15
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Ongoing use of prohibited gasoline-
fired leaf blowers brings more fines 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A well-publicized prohibition against 
the use of gasoline-fired leaf blowers in 
Westmount starting this spring resulted in 
more tickets for $464 issued to gardening 
contractors on three separate occasions last 
week, according to Public Security officials. 
Others had been reported the previous 
week. 

On April 16, a call was received by the 
Public Security dispatcher at 2:20 pm con-
cerning a blower in use on Mountain Ave. 
On arrival, an officer noticed a contractor 
had quickly removed the blower from a 
backpack and tried to hide it, to no avail, 
in a pick-up truck. 

The day before, a ticket was issued on 
Sum mit Circle to a gardening contractor 
who had been previously warned. He was 
reported to have said he needed the blower 
to remove some gravel, but was neverthe-
less ticketed $464 and also issued a ticket 
for $81 for working without a valid permit 
in Westmount. 

He was noticed when a patroller was 
answering an unrelated complaint from 
the Urban Planning department on nearby 
Summit Crescent regarding the illegal cut-
ting of a tree without a required permit, 

which generated a ticket for $664. 
Also on April 15, a contractor was tick-

etted for using the prohibited device on 
Belvedere Rd. 

Check of dog tags 
brings $232 ticket 
for lack of licence 

A dog found without a licence April 
15 in the Westmount Park dog run gen -
erated a ticket for $232 during a Public 
Security check of dog runs, department 
officials said. While a woman with the dog 
was reported to have said the dog belonged 
to her partner and was licensed, a check 
of the city’s database revealed no up-to-
date licence. The ticket was issued in her 
name. 

“Again, it’s important to ensure that all 
dogs are licensed,” explained Public Secur-
ity director Greg McBain. 

Rider injured when 
electric scooter and car 
collide at 1:22 am 

The rider of a red electric scooter was 
found to have suffered facial injuries April 
13 when a Public Security patroller dis-
covered him seated on a bench at Sher-
brooke and Metcalfe at 1:22 am. Depart-
ment officials said he had a bloodied face 
including a laceration on the forehead. 

He was moved to a patrol vehicle while 
awaiting police and Urgences Santé, who 
had been advised by a Good Samaritan. 
The victim reported he had been hit by a 
red SUV that left the scene. 

The scooter was removed from the 
inter section by the Good Samaritan, who 
helped escort the victim down the street 
while awaiting other emergency services. 
No details concerning the victim were 
reported.
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CLASSIC BEAUTY! 

Montréal-Ouest | 41 avenue Brock North 

Large bright 3-storey family home featuring 6 bedrooms, 2+2 bathrooms, 
finished basement, 2 car driveway, sunny fenced-in backyard and so much more! 

Call today for a private showing! 

MLS# 24448805 | $1,350,000

JUNE BAILY 
Real Estate Broker 

514.941.9105 
Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest

june@junebaily.com 
junebaily.com

sylvielafreniere.com/youtube 

RE/MAX ACTION Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave, Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4 
514 933-6781

Sylv�e 
Lafren�ère 
514 895-7001 
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

A splash of Colour, A hint of 
Humour …With Amazing Results

Call me now, to sell now!!

First ad in 33 years! A jewel of a home on a quiet 
 Burton Avenue. Exposed brick walls and woodwork, 
4 bedrooms, eat-in kitchen with butler’s pantry, 
 private garden, finished basement/home office with 
separate access. Vignette parking. $1,200,000

*New budget rules: 
Capital gains from selling your revenue property will 
be 65% as of June 24 (instead of 50%). Call me now 
to sell before June 24!! *above gain of $250,000

Westmount Dorval Island

Rare chance to live in the country only 20 minutes 
from downtown. Charming cottage on large lot, away 
from the hustle and bustle. Walk to the pool or tennis 
court, take a dip in the lake, enjoy nature at its best. 
Ferry access only. Parking for cars is provided on the 
mainland. $349,000 

Also available: 
Dorval Island cottage for summer rental for 
3 weeks from July 20 to August 10 – $3,800

Co-Ed, 8-17 yrs of age 
BILINGUAL CAMP 

•Beautiful site and facilities 
•30 km south of Montreal 
•65 campers per session 

•QCA, OCA, FEQ certified. 
Recipient of Canadian 

Camping Award of Excellence
Tel. 450 826-3772 

www.campsanssouci.ca 
info@sans-souci.qc.ca

Residential Summer Camp
Sans Souci Riding Centre Inc.
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Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location

A friend indeed
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Petition to Save Summit Woods 
The city of Westmount council wants to redefine 
Summit Woods as an unfenced Dog Park. This will mean 
dogs are not required to be leashed at all times and can 
run freely at times when accompanied by their owners. 
This will forever change Summit Wood’s primary 
character as an all-season perpetual Nature Reserve 
and Bird Sanctuary for families, kids, joggers, bird 
watchers and leashed dogs! Dogs have the freedom 
to run in three true dog parks. 

Please sign our petition via the QR Code and let 
council know we want to protect Summit Woods 

and oppose its redefinition as a “Dog Park.”  

www.change.org/SaveSummitWood

Team McGuigan Pepin 
MOVING YOU TOWARD YOUR DREAMS 

Westmount Condo 
Offers Welcome

514 824-4457 
tim.mcguigan@royallepage.ca 

514 953.6234 
joan@mcguiganpepin.com 

McGuiganPepin.com

Scan me for details

Celebrating city’s postponed Canada Day event 

Citizenship ceremony moved to RMR armoury April 23 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The postponement last summer of the 
traditional citizenship ceremony in West-
mount on Canada Day was re-scheduled 
to take place Tuesday, April 23, after the 
Independent’s press time, and hosted by the 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 14 (RMR 
Association) of the Royal Montreal Regi-
ment. The event was slated to take place at 
11 am at the armoury on St. Catherine St. 

Committed to inclusivity 

“As a symbol of our commitment to 
inclusivity and community engagement, 
the ceremony is open to the public and will 
welcome new citizens into the Canadian 
family,” according to retired lieutenant-
colonel Colin Robinson, a former RMR 

commanding officer. 
The ceremony “embodies the values of 

unity, diversity, and strength that Canada 
stands for,” he said in a press release last 
week. 

The previous date of the ceremony as 
part of the city’s usual Canada Day celebra-
tions was cancelled just before the pending 
strike of the city’s blue-collar workers. 

The city had “requested a Canada Day 
citizenship ceremony,” Mayor Christina 
Smith had told the Independent at that time 
“but there is a backlog because of COVID 
so they are not doing one in Westmount 
on July 1. We are hoping for the fall.” (See 
story June 20, 2023, p. 1). 

Memorable occasion 

“The ceremony promises to be a mem-

orable occasion, not only for the new 
citizens but for the entire community, as 
we come together to welcome our newest 
members,” Robinson explained. 

“The RMR Association looks forward to 
sharing this special day with all who 
attend.” 

During the ceremony, participants typi-
cally take the oath of citizenship, receive 

their citizenship certificates and sing the 
national anthem. 

“A citizenship judge or official presides 
over the ceremony and leads the oath of 
citizenship. The ceremony official says the 
oath in English and in French. As a group, 
participants will repeat the words to the 
oath in at least one of the official languages 
and are encouraged to say them in both.”

Two 3-day merchant festivals 
to kick off summer May 31 & June 7 
By Laureen Sweeney 

“With summer on the way,” the dates of 
two merchant street events in Westmount 
were announced last week by Cynthia Lul-
ham, general manager of the two mer-
chant associations in the east and west 
commercial districts. 

Quartier Greene’s is the first festival, set 
for Friday, May 31 and continuing on the 
Saturday and Sunday. This is to feature 
“sales and promotions, live music, live art 
and family fun as well as pet activities,” she 
said. 

The following weekend is the turn for 
the Victoria village merchants to hold their 
three-day event. This is to start off Friday, 
June 7 with a village-wide sidewalk sale to 
include live music, art workshops, child -
ren’s activities and food events. 

“Given what has been the recent great 
weather, I’ve been asked what dates these 
street festivals will take place,” Lulham 
said. “This year will be even bigger and 
better than last year with more merchant 
participation. We are busy booking music 
and looking to create fun events in both 
districts.”

Highest amount in 7 years 

Library’s quality used book sale 
raises $16,645 
By Laureen Sweeney 

“The turnout was outstanding,” said 
Carolyn O’Neill, of the library’s spring 
book sale held at Victoria Hall April 13 and 
14. As president of the Friends of the 
Library group that organizes the semi-
annual sales, she also announced the total 
proceeds of $16,645. This surpasses last 
year’s spring sale as well as the pre-holiday 
fall event. 

In fact, adds library director Anne-Marie 
Lacombe, it is the highest amount for a 
Friends of the Westmount Public Library 
book sale since COVID and the second 
highest-grossing spring book sale since 
2003. The highest was in 2017, with rev-
enues of $16,990. 

The proceeds will go towards library 
services, collections and programs during 

the year 2024. “This is excellent news,” she 
said. “We had a terrific turnout on Saturday 
where most of the revenues were made, 
even with the (rainy) weather. The line-up 
went far outside Victoria Hall.” 

Although the group’s mandate is to gen-
erate funds to enhance the collection of the 
Westmount Public Library, O’Neill said she 
couldn’t help thinking of the sale as a book 
exchange. “We notice from the stickers that 
so many of the books donated have come 
from one of the previous sales.” 

The type of book reflects both the libra-
ry’s reference department and its A/V sec-
tion, she said. The popularity of the dona-
tions and purchases remains high despite 
the inroads of current technological pro-
grams that render some of the “older” 
material obsolete. In fact, biographies re -
main high on the list.



Thank you, Station 12 police! 
We, a group of citizens of the vibrant 

city of Westmount and various other mun -
ici palities, feel compelled to express our 
deepest gratitude and appreciation for the 
police of Station 12 in Westmount. 

Our purpose is not just to highlight a 
single act of exemplary service but to 
acknowledge their unwavering dedication 
and compassionate approach towards ani-
mal welfare within the Westmount com-
munity. 

On November 30, 2023, a distressing in -
cident was captured by a residential secur-
ity camera on Montrose Ave., where a man 
was seen mistreating his dog with a leash. 
The footage, which rapidly circulated 
across various social media platforms, 
including Westmount community groups, 
prompted immediate public outrage and 
a collective call for action. The following 
morning, with heavy hearts and a resolve 
for justice, we reached out to the police, 
unsure of the response that awaited us. 

To our relief and admiration, the police 
responded with nothing short of exemplary 
professionalism and urgency. 

Constables Patricia Drouin and Antonino 
Petrotta took the call and assured us that 
they would look into the incident. They did 
not merely acknowledge our concerns; 
they sprang into action, collaborating 
seam lessly with Troy Graggs of West-
mount Security to follow up on leads. 

Their diligence and swift action led to 
the identification and subsequent inter-
view of the dog’s owner that very day – a 
testament to their commitment to justice 

and the well-being of our community 
members, regardless of their species. 

Within a week of their intervention, a 
resolution that speaks volumes of their 
dedication was achieved. The dog was vol-
untarily returned to its breeder for re-hom-
ing. This outcome not only alleviated our 
concerns but also highlighted a significant 
issue regarding the advice and methods 
propagated by some pet trainers. The dog’s 
owner, misguided by such advice, realized 
the severity of his actions and the inability 
to provide the care the dog deserved. 

Constables Drouin and Petrotta treated 
the matter with the seriousness and em -
pathy it warranted, demonstrating their 
profound respect for all living beings and 
the laws that protect them. Their actions 
reflect the core values of the police and 
underscore the importance of their role in 
fostering a safe, respectful, and com-
passionate community. 

We cannot express our gratitude en -
ough for the incredible work and dedica-
tion of the police. Their response to this 
incident reassures us that Westmount is a 
community where the welfare of all beings 
is a priority and where the guardians of the 
community’s safety go above and beyond 
to uphold these principles. 

Thank you, police of Station 12, for your 
outstanding service and for ensuring that 
the community remains a place where 
compassion and justice prevail. 

With utmost respect and gratitude, 
Sabrina Sabbah, Springfield Ave.; 

Candice Wagner, Montrose; Emma 
Dubrovsky, Upper Belmont; Tina & 

Fred Dubrovsky, Upper Belmont; 
Ricky & Elaine Dubrovsky, Lexington; 

Deep Khosla, Springfield Ave.; and 
Claudia Blais Drolet, Mirabelle; 

Sophia Skotidakis, Montreal; Blanka 
Kucova, Montreal; Catherine Girard, 

Montreal; Melissa Crawford, 
Mascouche; Alyssa Girard, Brossard; 

Frederic Chevarie, Brossard; Kristina 
Davidson, Longueuil; Zachary Pitts, 

Terrebone; and Marco Basili, 
St-Bruno de Monterville. 

What really motivates 
the leash lobby? 

As a frequent visitor to Summit Woods, 
celebrated for its tranquil environment and 
recognition by the city as a bird sanctuary, 
I have been closely following the debate 
over allowing dogs off leash. I respect the 
ecological concerns raised by neighbouring 
residents advocating for increased regula-
tion to protect our local ecosystem. 

However, I was disheartened by a recent 
observation that calls into question the sin-
cerity of these purported conservationists. 

Despite municipal regulations banning 
gasoline-powered leaf blowers, I witnessed 
individuals on Oakland using one of these 
loud devices to remove leaves from the 
manicured grass lawns of residences along 
the end of the street next to the forest. The 
noise and smoke permeated the woods, 
which was in theory several days into the 
protected bird nesting season. Those in -
volved seemed clearly aware of the illegal-
ity, as a rather obvious look-out was posted 
on the corner to watch for approaching 
Public Security vehicles. 

The irony is palpable: on one hand, 
there is a push to ban off-leash dogs in the 
name of protecting wildlife, while on the 
other, some of these same individuals show 
a blatant disregard for laws designed to pre-
serve the peace and biological diversity of 
the area. This hypocrisy undermines legit-
imate conservation efforts and suggests 
that the motivations behind banning dogs 
might not be as altruistic as presented. 

Our community deserves consistency 
in its environmental protection efforts. We 
must question whether the call to restrict 
dogs is truly about conservation, or merely 
a distasteful inconvenience to a few whose 
actions speak louder than their words 
about their actual commitment to our 
shared environment. 

Rick Hoge, Snowdon 

People need safe green spaces 
When I was just five years old, my mom 

and I faced a horrifying attack by an un -
leashed dog. My mom bravely shielded me, 

resulting in the dog biting her. We were 
simply out for a walk when this unrestrain -
ed dog lashed out. 

Dogs, no matter how well trained, are 
still animals with instincts that can be trig-
gered unexpectedly. It’s a simple matter of 
fact that a dog will always have the upper 
hand in speed and agility over a human. 

Westmount boasts the luxury of not 
one, but three fenced dog runs, a rare privi-
lege in the heart of an urban centre. So, the 
question should be asked: Why does the 
Westmount council insist on converting 
areas like Summit Woods, Westmount 
Park and Murray Hill Park (none of which 
are currently fenced) into additional dog 
runs?* Shouldn’t the needs of humans 
take precedence over those of dogs? 

Summit Woods, formerly Summit Park, 
is a beautiful unfenced forested area meant 
for the enjoyment of all residents. It would 
be a shame to sacrifice this space for the 
convenience of a few dog owners. It’s inter-
esting to note that provincial law (#128, 
Article 20, chapter 38.002) requires dogs 
to be leashed in public areas, which is 
contradictory to the proposed designation 
[by the city in By-law 1522-2024-1]. 

Additionally, municipalities cannot pass 
by-laws that conflict with Quebec’s laws. 

The green spaces are more than just 
patches of grass and trees; they’re essential 
for the community’s well-being, offering a 
place to relax, exercise, and connect with 
nature. Allowing dogs to roam freely in 
these areas – or any public space – not only 
compromises safety and enjoyment, but 
also demonstrates a blatant disregard for 
the community’s needs by selfish and in -
considerate dog owners. 

In many works of utopian, dystopian 
and science-fiction literature, the most 
cherished and valuable elements are often 
the green spaces. So, how can the West-
mount council expect us to accept that 
these precious green areas must be shared 
with unleashed dogs? 

Diana Hernandez, St. Catherine St. 
*Editor’s note: Unless it is intended as 
hyperbole or prediction, this sentence does 
not well describe the draft by-law being 
moved forward by council. Firstly, there is 
no change being proposed for Westmount 
or Murray parks. Secondly, the legislative 
changes described in our April 4 issue (p. 
4) aim to preserve the regulatory status quo 
at Summit Woods. Yes, they are legislative 
changes, but they would not be changing 
what has been allowed, and not allowed, 
in Summit Woods for many years. – DP. 

Summit Woods’ 30-year 
decline needs to stop 

The state of Summit Woods has been 
deteriorating over the time that we have 
lived in Westmount. Thirty years ago, 
Summit Woods was a 
major birding stop-over 
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Work starts now/soon to improve 
city’s parks, especially 
Westmount Park playground 

Apart from our engaged community 
and the beauty of our built heritage, our 
city is also known for the quality of its 
parks. We are proud of our green spaces. 
The council and I are determined to do 
everything possible to invest in the places 
that residents and visitors to our city cher-
ish. We will continue to make the much-
needed investments in our parks and 
green spaces this summer. 

This year, approximately $5 million will 
be spent on projects to maintain, upgrade 
and enhance several parks and green 
spaces throughout the city. You may have 
noticed that wood chips have already been 
spread in several areas in our parks. Path-
ways will also be repaired at King George 
(Murray) Park, flower beds will be install -

ed, and around 100 trees will be planted in 
various locations across the city. Mainten-
ance work will also be carried out at Sum-
mit Woods in the upcoming weeks. 

Westmount Park work starts April 29 

The playground area at Westmount 
Park will also be completely revamped, it 
is a necessary project as the previous play 
structure was no longer functional. 

This major project includes, among 
other things, the enlargement of the sand-
pit and the installation of new play mod-
ules and structures for children. There will 
be more equipment, and it will be modern, 
safer, suitable for children aged 0 to 5 and 
will be accessible to all. The park furniture 
will be updated to provide more seating, 
and the paths that are in very poor condi-
tion will be restored and paved. Trees will 
be planted to cool and reduce the heat-
island effect, and new plantings will en -
hance the park’s beauty. We want children 
and parents to feel safe in the new play-
ground area. The space will also be laid out 
better for families. There will also be new 
features for those seeking peace and quiet 
in the park. 

The work will start on April 29, which 
is earlier than we expected, and should be 
completed in the fall. The work zone, in -
cluding the playground, will be closed to 
the public during the works, but the rest 
of the park will remain accessible. I know 
this is a major disruption for those who are 
users of the playground, but it is necessary 
and the end result will be worth the wait 
because there are some very fun new fea-
tures coming to this park that we have not 
had in Westmount before. 

The playground area for the older child -
ren is being kept and the new structures 
and features will be replacing the smaller 
structures that were put in until a larger 
plan was developed. Those smaller struc-
tures will be relocated in other parks. 

Luckily, we have many other parks in 
the city that can be easily accessed. In -
formation and updates on this project will 
be available on the city’s website. 

Memorial Garden 
to be inaugurated this fall 

Another project particularly close to my 
heart is Memorial Garden. This memorial 
is in honour of the victims of sexual abuse 
by a city employee who worked for West-
mount between the 1950s and the 1990s.   
This memorial is the result of several years 
of working with the victims and their 

families to find the right space with a 
tribute to Doug Ellis, one of the victims 
who has passed away. 

The memorial will be located close to 
the Westmount recreation centre and near 
the site of the old arena. This is an impor-
tant part of the class action that was settled 
with the victims of sexual abuse that hap-
pened in our city. 

As mayor, as a Westmounter, as a mother, 
this tragedy has touched me deeply. The 
creation of this memorial is a tribute to all 
victims of abuse. With this memorial, we 
also want to raise awareness in our com-
munity about the need to be vigilant and 
to work together to ensure the safety of our 
children. The Memorial Garden will be 
inaugurated this fall. 

I know that the work that will take place 
in parks is disruptive, but it is very much 
needed. If you have any questions about 
these projects, please be in touch. I encour-
age you to follow social media pages and 
website of the city, which has information 
on all of these projects that are happening 
this summer.

during the spring migration. 
It is no more. 
Increasingly, dogs have run freely in on-

leash times, discouraging wild life feeding, 
nesting and reproduction. As an avid 
birder and frequent visitor to Summit 
Woods, I have rarely seen Public Security 
in the woods, perhaps three or four times 
in the last 25 years. 

The issue is not ignorance of the rules 
about leashing, because many owners 
either leash their dogs when they see bird -
ers coming their way during on-leash 
times, or else ignore requests to put their 
dog on a leash. 

Up to now, the problem has been en -
force ment of the rules and any increase in 
fines will tend to make Public Security 
more reluctant to issue tickets for infringe-
ment of the rules, rather than make dog 
owners more compliant. 

As clearly indicated in a letter to the edi-
tor published April 16 (“Where will ‘dog 
runs’ stop?” p. 6), Mayor Smith wants to 
change the official designation of Summit 
Woods to a “dog-run facility” so as to main-
tain the existing rules in favour of dog 
owners, bring the Woods into conformity 
with provincial law, and retain the city’s 
authority over the park. Throughout North 
America, a dog-run facility is a fenced 
space. 

Either the city of Westmount should turn 
Summit Woods into a true forest and nature 
reserve (and require dogs on leash at all 
times) or, as our councillor, Antonio 
D’Amico, advocated, leave the future of Sum-
mit Woods to the provincial government. 

Robert Armstrong, Sunnyside Ave.
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Mayor’s Column 

Christina Smith

The finest retirement 
lifestyle is available at... 

Westmount’s good 
living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and 

ultimate comfort? Our caring staff will tend 

to all your needs 24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our 
NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES 
4430 St. Catherine West • 514-935-1212 

www.placekensington.com 
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

Letters to the editor



Spoke at Shaar 

MP Lantsman: ‘Not enough is being done to combat anti-Semitism’ 
By Jennifer Ball 

On March 16, Conservative member of 
parliament Melissa Lantsman gave a talk to 
the Congregation Shaar Hashomayim, on 
the role the federal government should play 
to combat anti-Semitism. In her opinion, it 
should be much wider and more effectual 
than it currently is. 

A Global news investigation, published 
February 20 and written by Stewart Bell 
and Jeff Semple, yielded data that the Oct -
ober 7 Hamas attack on Israel has sparked 
a dramatic surge of anti-Semitism across 
Canada. 

Julie Wiener, director of communica-
tion at the Shaar, which is found at 450 
Kensington Ave., explained that the event 
was not open to press as it was held during 
Shabbat, but on April 12, the Independent 
caught up with Lantsman to hear her talk-
ing points. 

She is the Conservative member of par-
liament for Thornhill, Ontario, and deputy 
leader of his Majesty’s loyal opposition. 

Anti-Semitism in Canada, Montreal 

Lantsman said that she spoke in depth 
with the Shaar’s congregation five weeks 

ago about that increased level of anti-
Semitism, which, she believes, has not 
been seen before in Canada. 

“Montreal is no stranger to [it]! We saw 
incidences of schools being shot at and 
businesses being vandalized and just in -
timidation in the community. So that’s a 
big portion of the [March 16] conversation.” 

Did Lantsman feel that Justin Trudeau’s 
government was doing enough? 

“No,” she said, without hesitation. “Sub-
jectively and objectively no, and I think that 
if you asked any member of the Jewish 
community and frankly allies to the Jewish 
community – and there are many such as 
the Persian community, the Hindu com-
munity and many in the Christian com-
munity – [they would say] ‘What is going 
on?’” 

Freedom of expression 

The Independent wondered when does 
freedom of expression in Canada, ident-
ified as “fundamental freedom” by section 
2 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms, tip over into the realm of hate 
speech or anti-Semitism? 

“I’m a big proponent of freedom of 
speech, freedom to protest, freedom to say 
whatever you want, despite how much I 
don’t like it, but there are clear limits and 
they are delineated in Canadian law. I think 
we don’t have a law problem in this country. 
We have an enforcement problem… 

“You could say anything you want in 
this country that I disagree with, but it does 
have limits. When you are threatening and 
you’re putting in danger the lives of other 
Canadians [it is no longer acceptable].” 

Who pays? 

Should words lead to actions or the 
threat of actions, who should pay for the 
expense of enhanced security, was a query 
put to Lantsman. 

“The government. We [Conservatives] 

are the government that brought in what 
was called the [Security, Infrastructure Pro-
gram or SIP]. These are grants that have 
been given out to places of worship… 

“Now, unfortunately, those grants no 
longer meet the needs [of the communities 
that are facing stress and intimidation]. 
And these are not just for Jewish commu-
nities…We find that a lot of these commu-
nities themselves are on the hook for a lot 

of this cash.” 
Created in 2007, under Stephen Harper’s 

leadership, the Security Infrastructure Pro-
gram supports the implementation of pro-
jects to help communities with a demon-
strated history of being victimized by hate-
motivated crime through the en hancement 
of their security infrastructure. It is man-
aged by Public Safety Can ada.
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514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Handful of residents turn out to public consultation 

Draft by-law identifies city’s 
‘heat islands’ for mitigation steps 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A city public consultation meeting on 
draft By-law 1616 regarding “heat islands” 
took place April 16 to a handful of resi-
dents. It was chaired by Mayor Christina 
Smith accompanied by councillors Elisa-
beth Roux, Anitra Bostock and Kathleen 
Kez. This by-law amends urban planning 
plans. 

In a short presentation, Urban Planning 
director Frédéric Neault explained that the 
identification by municipalities of areas 
subject to urban heat islands is required 
by Quebec Law 67 adopted in 2021. 

These were depicted on a map of West-
mount in red, with lesser hot spots in 
orange and yellow. 

These, he pointed out, tend to be con-
centrated close to highways and commer-
cial areas. 

The draft by-law is a first step leading 
to amendment of the urban planning by-
law and mitigation steps. 

Four questions 

This presentation was followed by a 
brief question period in which Richard 

Dufour of Anwoth Rd. asked for West-
mount to have a by-law on white and green 
roofs along with a reduction of parking 
ratios to allow for conversion to more cool-
ing/garden space. 

A resident of Victoria Ave. asked for an 
action plan on the planting of more trees 
while Denis Biro, of Burton, raised the 
point of a city proposal to create a synthetic 
turf playing field at Marianopolis College. 

Penny Arsenault, of St. Catherine St., 
suggested that even a field of natural turf 
would involve the cutting of many cooling 
trees. On the loss of trees, she “lamented” 
that the city had cut two trees at St. Cather-
ine and Lansdowne. This – she claimed to 
have been told by workers – was to make 
way for the Doug Ellis Memorial Garden, 
though Mayor Smith quickly stated those 
trees had nothing to do with the garden 
project. 

In the absence of questions from an 
internet audience, the 7 pm meeting was 
adjourned at 7:24 pm. 

A map of the city’s identified heat 
islands was to be posted on the city’s web-
site.

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514 482-5267 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE
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Happy birthday, Jill 

Serious Habs fan Jill Candiotti, left, was celebrating her birthday last week at Gentile Pizza Parlour 
on St. Catherine St., when owner Anthony Gentile, centre, brought over Canadiens winger Cole 
Caulfield for a photo. Photo: Arleen Candiotti.
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Feeling tired? 
Trouble sleeping? 

Lack of concentration? 
Migraines? 

We might be able to help you 
with supplements and vitamins. 

Do not hesitate to call us or come and visit us.

5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 
Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com

SOFIA 
STAVRIDIS
Residential Real Estate Broker

sofi a@profusion.global
514.778.3427

SMOOTH 
SAILING

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

City hosts 
sports banquet 
for young 
athletes 
By Ralph Thompson 

The city’s semi-annual sports banquet 
erupted in Victoria Hall April 17, resulting 
in the consumption of dozens of large 
 pizzas, hundreds of drinks and the hand -
ing out of over 100 trophies, medals, cups 
and plaques. 

The doors opened after a countdown 
from 10 and swarms of noisy, en thusiastic 
youngsters scurried into the hall, politely 
lining up for drinks and staking out the 
best seats and tables. They were served 
pizza by the mayor, city councillors, recre-
ational centre staff and volunteers. 

The awards were handed out with hearty 
handshakes by Mayor Christina Smith and 
councillors Jeff Shamie, Matt Aronson, 
Anitra Bostock, Elisabeth Roux and Conrad 
Peart. Finally, an appeal was made for more 
volunteers to support the growing list of 
Westmount’s sports activities.
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CHRISTINAMILLER.CA | 514.934.2480

1303 Av. Greene #500, Westmount, QC H3Z 2A7 | Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency

429 AV. ARGYLE, WESTMOUNT
7 BEDS , 3+2 BATHS | $3,850,000

17 CH. DE CASSON, WESTMOUNT
6 BEDS , 3+1 BATHS | $2,190,000

lovewhereyoulive514.934.2480

471 AV. LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS , 2+2 BATHS | $2,400,000

3711 BOUL. THE BOULEVARD, WESTMOUNT
5+1 BEDS , 4+2 BATHS | $2,695,000

3982 CH. DE LA CÔTE-DES-NEIGES #B46, VILLE-MARIE
3 BEDS, 2 BATHS | $1,115,000

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

4050 CH. DE TRAFALGAR, VILLE-MARIE
5 BEDS , 5 BATHS | $1,549,000

NEWLY PRICED

NEWLY PRICED

427 AV. LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 2+2 BATHS | $2,290,000

3568 AV. MARLOWE, CDN/NDG
5+1 BEDS , 2+1 BATHS | $1,698,000

NEWLY PRICED

4025 AV. DE MELROSE, CDN/NDG
4+1 BEDS, 2+1 BATHS | $2,075,000

339 AV. GROSVENOR, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 3 BATHS | $1,698,000 

486 AV. ARGYLE, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS , 2+1 BATHS | $1,680,000

4212 BOUL. DE MAISONNEUVE O. #1, WESTMOUNT
2 BEDS, 3 BATHS | $1,295,000

NEW LISTING
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City puts down new wood chips in parks 
By Jennifer Ball 

Yellow danger tape in Queen Elizabeth 
Gardens on April 15 and 16 denoted that a 
spring clean-up was under way, not that 
suspicious activity had been in play. 

The Independent queried Mugisha Rut-
ishisha, division chief communication – 
citizen experience at the city as to why the 
children’s playground in Queen Elizabeth 
Gardens was entirely fenced off the morn-
ing of April 16 with canary-yellow tape that 
spelled out the word “danger.” 

Rutishisha explained that the park, which 
is enveloped by Sherbrooke to the south and 
Barat Rd. to the north, was getting its play-
ground replenished with wood chips. 

Rutishisha said “on Monday, April 15, 
wood chips were spread in certain areas of 
Queen Elizabeth Gardens, Prince Albert 
Park, and King George Park. That is why 
certain areas of those parks were closed.” 

“…Tuesday, April 16, the spreading will 
be done at the Bruce Tot-Lot, Westmount 
Athletic Grounds (WAG) and Somerville 
Tot-Lot.”

Danger tape cordoning off access to the children’s playground in Queen Elizabeth Gardens on 
April 16.

      YCNEGATETASELEAR-.INCTYLARESIONUPROF

yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

4947 GLENCAIRN 
WESTMOUNT ADJ. 
Meticulously renovated home with a rear 
extension and a huge heated in-ground 
pool in an oasis-like backyard. Gourmet 
600 sf kitchen with high-end appliances. 
Garage and lots of exterior parking 
on a pave uni driveway $4,500,000
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Annual maintenance by a skilled and licenced technician will keep your gas-fired 
pool heater or heat pump working 
efficiently for many years to come.514-990-1346

Call now to receive a discount of 10% 
for a tune up performed before June 15th

CHAUFFAGE DIRECT INC. 
DIRECT HEATING INC.

 
AAWWAN 
Professiona  

TUSINESS CONSULB LTTAANT INC
al Accounting, Tax, & Business Advisory Serv 

C.
vice

6900 Boul. Decarie, #225B (Decarie Square)
Montreal, Quebec H3X 2T8

514-227-8765
email: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

Personal Income Tax Return 
Starting from 

$99 +tx 
*until 
30 April 
2024

Simply… 
“Efficient” 

Au plaisir!

Marie-José 
Aubin 

Courtier immobilier résidentiel 

514-296-8288

514-934-1818

‘Plural’ art fair attracts artists, art lovers, little ones 

Plural, formerly known as “Papier,” cel-
ebrates the best of contemporary art in Can -
ada. Indeed, art galleries (46) showing work 
hailed from coast (Halifax) to coast (Van-
couver) during three days April 12 to 14. 

Local – well, “Westmount adjacent” – 
Bradley Ertaskiran starred its top artists, 
and Westmount res Antoinetta Grassi 
showed at Patrick Mikhail’s eponymous 
gallery. 

VIP opening night was sold out: all the 
better to buy “finds” early. The one rule of 
thumb is “buy what you love” at this afford-
able art fair. Séminarts, art talks, sponsored 
by the Claudine and Stephen Bronfman 
Family Foundation, suggested the same, 
and guided tours offered expert presenta-
tions. 

Art ranged from editions (more than 
one copy of a work; each numbered, as in 
1/30) to oil paintings and photography. 
Sculptural pieces included a bright con-
struction by Olivier Moian-Dufour and a 

black Lego castle called “A Sacred Place” by 
Ekow Nimako shown at ELLEPHANT. 

It was a magnet for miniature art lovers. 
(Crowds of chattering children were en -
couraged to “touch only with their eyes.”) 
And speaking of kids, what fun their eager 
energy brought to the fair! Niro siblings 
Rafael and Paloma along with Celeste and 
Charlotte Dolan raced to find their favour-
ites. 

Speaking of favourites, my eye was 
caught by a fun red-feathered bird creation 
by Rajni Perera at Galerie Hughes Char-
bonneau; chromatic colorations by Claude 
Tousignant at Art Mûr; a Antoni Tapiès 
lithograph at Galerie Jean-Claude Bergeron 
(sadly, already sold); and Charlie Oscar Pat-
terson’s minimalist colour fields at Duran 
Mashaal. 

Presented by Banque Nationale, Plural 
is more than about the art. For three days, 
the art fair is like a European capital during 
fashion week: ladies wore fabulous outfits; 
long sweeping coats or short leather bomb -
ers and covetable accessories. 

Many guests held tiny hands; those of 
eager children or grandchildren. Little 
faces were lit up with the sheer joy of dis-
covery. 

Best to start art appreciation young. 
(SOLD!)

Art 

Veronica Redgrave

Future collectors admiring a “crochet” work 
(wool and aluminum) by Alissa Bilodeau pres-
ented by Artroduction. 
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Andy Dodge & Associates 
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4 

Tel: 514-482-8560 www.andydodgeassociates.com 
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data 
about Westmount real estate

Public Security staffs information table 
at Summit Woods 

Westmount public safety officers Troy Graggs, left, and Ten Phong Vong set up an information table 
in Summit Woods April 12 from 1 pm and 5 pm to share information regarding dog regulations. 
They also planned to be there April 13 and 14. Fortunately, they had also erected a tent as it was 
rain ing quite hard Friday afternoon. Tyler Cavell, right, was walking his dogs Puppy, a goldendoodle 
who could not help snuggling (inset), and Jacques, a husky mix. Officer Graggs explained that 
“Federal, provincial and Westmount regulations apply everywhere in Westmount. For example, 
choke leashes are not allowed, no leash that restricts the dog’s breathing is permitted, and a poten-
tially dangerous dog must wear a muzzle, but also they are not allowed at all in Summit Woods. 
All dogs must be licensed. This applies to both residents and non-residents, and a number of 
specific restrictions apply in Summit Woods. [For instance,] dogs must be on a leash [at all times 
of day] from April 16 [to June 15] to protect the migrating birds and plant life.” The Independent 
wrongly reported the planned dates of this outreach (April 9, p. 3) and apologizes for the con-
fusion. Photos: Ralph Thompson.
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Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

Arborists you can trust
Expert Tree Services in Montreal and  
the West Island since 1992. Over the years, 
we have built a reputation for superior 
results and great customer service to 
residential and commercial customers.

• Pruning
• Dead Wooding
• Tree and Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal and Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling and Bracing

514 831-8733  Emergency Work 24/7

PREVENTATIVE TREATMENTS

EXPERT TREE SERVICES
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Book launch: 

Meet author 
Catherine McKenzie 

Indigo Place Montreal Trust 

1500 McGill College 

Tuesday, April 30, 
4 pm to 7 pm

dog run). 
In relating his efforts, D’Amico told the 

Independent that he had initially contacted 
the ministry of Public Security April 12. He 
was referred to the ministry of Agriculture 
as being responsible for enforcement of 
the concerned law: an “Act to promote the 
protection of persons by establishing a 
framework with regards to dogs” (Chapter 
P38.002) as of September 3, 2020. 

With respect to the lack of a definition 
of a dog enclosure, the response from April 
17 states that: “It is generally recognized,” 
that such areas are organized so that dogs 
can play freely off leash and socialize with 
each other without supervision, for ex -
ample, by a fence and sign. 

D’Amico forwarded the provincial reply 
to the Independent saying he felt “compelled” 
to do so “as it relates to public health and 
public security.” These are two issues that 
are “very important to me,” he explained.

tacted by the city.” 
Councillor Roux, who voted for the 

motion without explanation, told the Inde-
pendent afterwards that she had voted for 
it because it was a form of consultation 
with the public, which she had advocated 
regarding the new garbage contract. 

Later in the meeting, she opposed the 
adoption of By-law 1617, the waste manage-
ment by-law, in order to be consistent with 
her original position seeking public con-
sultation before requiring garbage be pick -
ed up curbside when traditionally most col-
lection took place on private property (see 
story January 16, p. 1). 

This recent change does not affect the 
many inaccessible lanes for which an inter-
active map can be found on the city’s web-
site under Engage Westmount, projects/
ecoresponsible initiative.

Dog run, cont’d from p. 1 Garbage collection, cont’d from p. 1

Were you expecting this? 
In the pdf that is posted on the city’s 

website of draft By-law 1522-2024-1 
regarding dog rules and dog-run regu-
lations, the definition of a dog is: “Dog 
(Chien): includes bitches and puppies.” 
– DP.

(Likely) fox spotted 
A reader spotted what appears to be a 

fox at Aberdeen and The Boulevard at 10:30 
am April 21. Westmount Public Security 
was advised by phone.

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Email us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com
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The other recycling 

Locals return drink containers 
for variety of reasons 
By Jennifer Ball 

Are we leaving money on the table by 
not returning our cans and bottles that 
have deposits on them, especially now that 
many more are worth 10 cents, up from 
five? Who is picking up the slack? And are 
there assumptions about them? 

On April 10, the Independent met a 
woman, who preferred not to give her name, 
at the Metro grocery store on Victoria. 

She had a large black bag of cans with 
her to recycle – so many, in fact, that the 
recycling machine needed to be shut down 
and re-booted before she could re-start the 
process of inserting them for crushing. 

She suspected it would take her about 
an hour or an hour and a half to recycle all 
the cans. They did not come from her per-
sonal stock: she collects them from her 
weekly rounds in Westmount, mostly 
around Victoria village. 

It turns out that her weekly sojourn can 
net quite a bit of money. In her opinion, it 
is stupid for people to just throw out 
money. 

She guessed that many individuals in 
Westmount do not return their cans and 
bottles because they do not want to be seen 
at the returns machine – being possibly 
mistaken for a homeless individual (which 
she is not) or looking like they need the 
money. 

Returning cans changes life 

On April 14, Michael came forward at 
the IGA in Alexis Nihon near the de Mai-
sonneuve entrance. 

Michael suspects that Westmounters do 
not return their cans for another reason: 
“They do not want their neighbours to 
know that they are big drinkers.” 

He said he has been returning cans for 
a long time and sees cans hidden inside of 
black garbage bags rather than blue semi-
transparent recycling ones. 

“Or they may just leave it on some 
corner randomly, so that it is not near their 
home, and you know then that it is a dona-
tion.” 

Michael says that he was homeless but 
he no longer is, and that returning cans 
and bottles – especially at the recent, higher 
values – has kept him housed. 

Self-returners too! 

Back at the Metro on Victoria, John, 
who lives on Grosvenor Ave., was return-
ing his own stock. He said his returns 
netted him just under six dollars. Why 
does he make the effort, the Independent 

wondered? 
“So that the Quebec government won’t 

get the money!” 
And it all comes back to government. 

Not only did it create the return system, 
but it has recently tweaked it. 

According to a September 28, 2023 
article by La Presse Canadienne, phase 1 
of the modernization of Quebec’s return-
able container deposit-refund program 
began on November 1, 2023 by standard-
izing the price of most containers at 10 
cents and by including all aluminum bev-
erage cans. 

The article explained that “all returnable 
containers, with the exception of glass 
bottles from 500 millilitres to two litres, 
will be adjusted to 10 cents. That means 
there will be an increase in the deposit-
refund price for all types of cans, except for 
large cans of beer, for which the deposit 
will go from 20 to 10 cents. A can of soft 
drink, for example, will see its deposit price 
increase by five cents… 

“Glass bottles will be refunded at 25 
cents.”
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Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

CONSIGNMENT  
CHICKS MTL is back!

Do you own luxury items that you are no longer 
interested in and that are taking up space? 

Want to sell them but don’t have the time. Leave 
it to us! For those who remember our boutique 
(Victoria avenue) we are going online! Sell and 
buy preloved items 2 be re-loved. We’ll take 

care of everything for a small fee that is. 

DM us on Instagram at 
consignment_chicks_mtl. 

Or call 514-898-8449 / 514-993-7959! 

You will not be disappointed

Inside the returns machine at the Metro grocery 
store on Victoria Ave. after too many cans 
necessitated that it be cleared out on April 10.

Worked with Le Corbusier, Safdie 

Noted architect Walford 
turns 100 at Place Kensington 
By Martin C. Barry 

A 100th birthday luncheon 
was held at the Place Kensington 
seniors’ residence on April 17 for 
Dorice Walford, a retired archi-
tect who is considered to be one 
of the first Canadian women to 
specialize in designing buildings 
for institutions. 

Walford was born Dorice 
Brown in Moose Jaw, Saskatche-
wan. She received a BArch from 
the University of Manitoba and a 
MArch from McGill University. 

Over the span of her career, 
Walford worked in the office of 
noted Swiss-French architect Le 
Corbusier, and then at the Office 
of Foreign Buildings Operations 
in Paris. She also worked at the 
Paris offices of American archi-
tectural firm Skidmore, Owings 
& Merrill. 

After working in London for 
two years, she returned to Mon-
treal in 1955, working for Marsh-
all & Merrett. For Expo 67, Wal-
ford worked with renowned Israeli-Cana-
dian architect Moshe Safdie on Habitat 67, 
as well as on the Bell Telephone Pavilion. 

Some other projects to which she con-
tributed include the McIntyre Medical 
Sciences Building at McGill University, 
and the chemistry building at Queen’s Uni-
versity in Kingston, Ontario. She managed 
to accomplish all this and more while 
raising four children. 

Walford’s daughter and son, Joanne and 
Mark, as well as her son-in-law, Martin 
Spalding, were on hand for the lunch-hour 
celebration. She was presented with a cer-
tificate acknowledging her as an official 
member of Place Kensington’s Centenar-

ian & Plus Club. 
“She has displayed courage, humour, 

wisdom and character,” the certificate 
noted. “As she embodies some of the very 
best of our ideals, we salute her in great 
admiration.” 

Sylvia Zagury, Place Kensington’s execu-
tive director, said Walford was “an inspira-
tion to me and to every woman,” while 
affirming that it is possible for women to 
succeed professionally while raising a 
family.

Place Kensington executive director Sylvia 
Zagury, right, congratulates resident Dorice Wal-
ford April 17 on the occasion of Walford’s 100th 
birthday.



Not purple, white or gold 

Easter colour at Westmount Park United Church? Green! 

By Jennifer Ball 

The Westmount Park United Church is 
one of the greenest churches in Montreal, 
if not the greenest. With approximately 85 
plants, the sanctuary was blooming and 
scented and Reverend Neil Whitehouse’s 
closest competitor for an Easter houseplant 
extravaganza is a church in the West Indies. 

The strategy for the Easter day cere -
mony, Rev. Whitehouse said, was to grow 
plants from seed and to give them to the 
congregation, which attends Sunday ser-
vices at the church, located on de Maison-
neuve Blvd. at Lansdowne Ave. 

Plants, seeds & Easter 

“I usually give away something as a 
memento to give people a talking point for 
what they experience at church on Easter 

day, the most important day of the Chris-
tian year… 

“This year, I am giving away a pot with 
a seed in it that has germinated, and the 
seed is from a date palm. It will take a 
while to show a leaf, but I know that the 
roots are working away in the soil… 

“It’s an interesting theme that I do ex -
plore in the sermon on Easter day. It is a 
faith to exercise in life about life’s poten-
tial… 

“Jesus himself is recorded as talking 
about seeds. Unless the wheat seed is will-
ing to die, then it cannot produce more 
wheat. It is a great gift for a memento for 
Easter Sunday because that process of life 
dying to produce more life continues… 

“The choice of a date palm is interesting 
because the palms recall Palm Sunday and 
the fickleness of the crowds to proclaim 
Jesus on Sunday and condemn him on the 
Friday.” 

Rev. Whitehouse said that four of the 
other seeds are different: they are desert 
roses. “They are succulents and recall 
Jesus’ time in the wilderness.” 

Green rationale 

The Independent wondered why it was 
important for Whitehouse to have a green 
church and even speak at city council meet-
ings on the benefits of re-wilding lawns – 
as he did in December 2022. 

He said he believes it’s a very timely 
need to find meaning and hope in a world 
where we’re facing unprecedented change 
and the pressure of human population 

upon the planet is like never before. 
“The consequences of that threaten the 

status quo, the stability of the climate and 
many other levels of life that we are only 
partly aware of… 

“A church – a place which offers hope 
and meaning and prophecy – that is green 
is able to point us in a direction that we all 
need to go in and encourage one an other 

not to despair, because that is a temptation, 
but to act differently.” 

The importance of the house plant pro-
ject – which is an initiative that Rev. White-
house started to give away plants to the 
community that the church propagates 
from existing plants – is easy to start and 
it’s powerful to keep it going, he believes. 

“The pleasure that is to give someone a 
plant is wonderful. The rapport that we can 
make between ourselves, and a plant is 
perhaps one of those easy first steps to -
wards reconciliation with nature.” 

Rev. Whitehouse said he had filled the 
sanctuary with false shamrock, Chinese 
hibiscus, Jerusalem cherry, a tall Norfolk 
Island pine and a blooming fig tree, to 
name just a few, because the houseplant 
teaches a lot about the bigger picture.

More on 
Rev. Whitehouse, 
Westmount Park United 

“Atwater Club, Selwyn House re -•
ceive ‘Green Legacy Hiroshima’ 
ginkgos” November 28, 2023, p. 13, 
“Sharing the Faith – Part 4: The •
United Church – ‘When God cre-
ated man, he over-estimated his 
ability,’” February 8, 2022, p. 20.

▲Plants at the church on March 31.

◀Rev Neil Whitehouse and houseplants in the 
sanctuary at Westmount Park United Church 
on March 31.
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
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Don’t resist – Bring Puggy home 

Puggy is a sweetheart, handsome and 
loving, an absolutely great little fellow. 
Puggy is a small faun-coloured pug with 
wonderful dark eyes, which likely stole 
your heart in this photograph. 

He is presently in foster care for the 
Montreal SPCA, cuddling and socializing 
with all. He would find his place so well in 
our Westmount community, so it would be 
great if you would consider applying to 
adopt him. 

Puggy is a very healthy 10-year-old – 
spry, and sociable on walks and in the 
home. He is up to date with his inocula-
tions, neutered and microchipped. 

For more information on Puggy, please 
go to the Montreal SPCA website at 
www.spca.com, scroll to his information 
page from his identification number, 
2000075975, and click on the “Fill out the 
form” black rectangle. This opens the 
application form to fill out, providing the 
adoption coordinators with your contact 
information in order to get back to you. 

Please do not hesitate, Puggy is ador-
able. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Kiki is cuteness 

A tiny sleek ebony treasure, Kiki brings 
joy to all in the home. 

She is presently in foster care for the 
volunteer cat rescue Moustache Adoption 
de Chats and the family is pleased to com-
ment on her wonderful personality and 
sociability. 

Kiki is a very healthy three-year-old 
domestic shorthair, up to date with her 
inoculations, spayed and microchipped. 
She has the most adorable feature of the 
feline kingdom, polydactyl paws! She is 
proud of her mitten front feet and she loves 
to touch while reaching out for a cuddle. 

If you would like more information on 
Kiki, please refer to the Moustache Adop-
tion de Chats website with Kiki’s Petfinder 
listing number, 71382478. 

At her page, you can fill in the adoption 
application and start a discussion about 
your interest in her. You can also write to 
them at their email moustacheadoptionde-
chats@outlook.com for updates and more 
photographs. 

Kiki is ready for her forever family, 

please reach out for her. 
Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne FowlerWestmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler
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WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514 482-5267 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Yard Work 

Yard work, garden cleaning, weeding, mulch 514-294-5562. 

New Barber Shop 
Woody’s Barbershop, 4055 Ste. Catherine west, Suite 194. Hair-
cuts for men & kids at great prices! 

Housekeeping Available 
Regular Residential Housekeeping, damage insurance 
$2,000,000, some availability for spring 2024, professional and 
discreet service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 

Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

CONSIGNMENT  
CHICKS MTL is back!

Do you own luxury items that you are no longer 
interested in and that are taking up space? 

Want to sell them but don’t have the time. Leave 
it to us! For those who remember our boutique 
(Victoria avenue) we are going online! Sell and 
buy preloved items 2 be re-loved. We’ll take 

care of everything for a small fee that is. 

DM us on Instagram at 
consignment_chicks_mtl. 

Or call 514-898-8449 / 514-993-7959! 

You will not be disappointed
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A Westmount Life 

Ken MacKenzie, mathematics professor, bagpiper, polyglot 
By Ralph Thompson 

A former Westmounter, Professor Ken-
neth MacKenzie (known to many as “K 
Mac” or “Ken Mac”), passed away April 9 
at 7:25 am at the Royal Victoria Hospital. 

MacKenzie will have been known to 
many locals, for different reasons. 

Math prof 

He may have been your well-liked math -
ematics teacher at McGill or Concordia, or 
at Vanier, Marianopolis, the Kahnawake 
Survival School or the Thomas Moore 
Institute. 

He’d also been a guest lecturer at uni-
versities in Pakistan and China. 

His lessons were relaxed and fun, his 
statistics examples would often be barrels 
of beer or glasses of Scotch, and he would 
rarely come to classes with notes – they 
were all in his head. 

He could recite � to 50 decimal places 
(or even 100) or rattle off the alphabet back-
wards without hesitation as party tricks. 
He had every friend’s phone number in his 

head. 
His language skills included English, 

French, Latin, Gaelic and Russian. 
A workaholic who taught 10 university 

courses at a time, he was a man of few 
super fluous words. He could also be greg-
arious and funny in his own circles. 

He was awarded McGill’s Principal’s 
Prize for Excellence in Teaching in 2012. 

Don’t forget the bagpipes! 

But Ken Mac had a parallel life as a high -
ly talented musician. He played the High-
land bagpipe from a young age, as well as 
mouth-blow small pipes and the penny 
whistle. He was an accomplished Gaelic 
singer. 

He organized the Pierrefonds and Raw-
don Pipes and Drums and was often seen 
walking or marching around the city in a 
kilt, tweed jacket and woollen socks in the 
middle of winter. He rarely wore a winter 
coat or hat. 

He played with several local bands in -
cluding Brahan Seer, Men without Pants 
(they wore kilts), Arisaig Mist and many 

ad hoc groups. He 
toured North 
America and Europe 
with the dance troop 
Les Feux Follets and 
fiddler Jean Carig-
nan. 

Back story 

Mackenzie was 
born in St. John, New 
Brunswick in 1943. 

In 1951, the family 
moved to Halifax, but 
the schools soon 
closed because of a 
polio outbreak so Ken 
began learning High-
land bagpipes and 
dancing. He quick ly 
mastered the art of 
winning competitions 
and medals. 

In 1959, as a bril-
liant grade 11 student, 
he entered Dalhousie 
University at age 15. 
In June 1962, he 
skipped his final 
exams and travelled 
across Canada as the 
official piper for the 
opening for the 
Trans-Canada High-
way. 

After hitchhiking 
to other parts of Ca-
nada, he finished his travels in California 
to visit an auntie. In 1963, he returned 
home and to university. 

After university, he moved to Toronto 
with party-loving friends, but soon headed 
for Montreal, where he became an official 
piper at Expo 67, followed by tours with 
Les Feux Follets. 

After his return, he completed a master’s 
degree in mathematics at McGill and went 
on to work on a PhD, which he never com-
pleted. (Organization was not his strong 
point.) 

I first met Ken 40 years ago at the pre-
vious site of The Old Dublin Pub in down-
town Montreal (now replaced by a giant 
condo building), where we had monthly 
jam sessions switching between Irish, 
Scottish and Québécois traditional music. 

K Mac organized the very popular Burns 
Night suppers at the McGill Faculty Club 
every January and had been involved with 
the annual Montreal Highland Games 
since 1977. He was closely associated with 
the St. Andrew’s Society activities for years 
and was frequently called upon by McGill 

University to pipe in dignitaries at special 
events. 

Introverted, laid back, detail oriented 

Often introverted and generally very laid 
back, he could be very quick to correct a 
grammatical error, morphology or dispute 
a Latin origin. He was a generous man 
who is said to have disliked money. 

A regular attendee at the secretive Fer-
gusons “speakeasy” British pub alongside 
Carré St. Louis (now closed) on Friday 
nights, where we’d play with iconic musi-
cians like Gilles Losier into the wee hours 
around a large fire. 

K Mac will be missed by his partner 
Sally, daughters Kimberley and Jennifer, 
his siblings Sheilah and Rod, grand-
children Sasha, Vivianne and Morgan, his 
nieces, nephews and cousins, and his 
many good friends. 

Thanks to Sally and Kimberley and long-
time friends Alan, Patricia, Joanne, Susan 
and Laurence for their contributions to this 
article.

Police Report 

Bike theft suspect returns for 
more at Villa Sainte-Marcelline 
By Martin C. Barry 

Thanks to surveillance cameras, inves-
tigators at the Montreal police deptart-
ment’s Station 12 on Stanton St. may have 
a good description of a suspect who 
brazenly returned to the Villa Sainte-Mar-
celline girls’ school on Upper Belmont in 
upper Westmount on the morning of April 
16 after allegedly stealing a bicycle there a 
few days earlier. 

According to Station 12 community rela-
tions officer Cst. Mike Yigit, an intruder was 
spotted in the parking lot one day the pre-
vious week and was seen again a week later. 

“The police arrived on the scene but 
they didn’t find the suspect,” said Yigit, 
adding that the investigators were search-
ing through images taken by the school’s 
security system cameras to see whether the 
suspect can be positively identified. 

“When the bicycle got stolen last week, 
they checked the cameras, they saw the 
suspect, and then they noticed him again,” 
he added, pointing out that the person seen 
the second time in the security video was 
behaving as though he was looking for 
another bike to steal. 

It’s summer – Beware of pickpockets! 

With spring now well under way and 
many restaurants opening their outdoor 
terraces, pickpockets and purse thieves 
could be seizing on opportunities to rob 
unsuspecting customers. 

Clients at food courts in shopping malls 
could also be targeted, according to Cst. 
Yigit. “Oftentimes, people will drape their 
coats or jackets over the back of their chair,” 
he says, noting that people often leave their 
cellphones and wallets in the pockets. 

“And what people perhaps don’t realize 
is that while they’re deep in conversation, 
someone comes to sit beside or in front, 
and will pickpocket them or pull over their 
handbags or backpacks on the floor and 
steal the contents,” adds Yigit. 

A rising number of theft incidents like 
these have been reported in food courts 
and cafés throughout the Montreal region. 

“It’s important to know that in places 
like food courts or restaurants, any object 
of value should not be kept in a jacket 
pocket,” he says. 

It’s also risky to leave handbags or 
purses hanging off the back of chairs in 
public places for the same reasons.

Ken MacKenzie in April 2008.
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Vézina turns 60 in style, with family and friends 

When we are young, we are so excited 
to have a birthday. Balloons! Cake! Pres-
ents! 

But somehow – growing older – the ex -
citement fades. It shouldn’t. And Robert 
Vézina, who grew up in Westmount, de -
cided just that. He celebrated his 60th with 
a bash. With his husband Christian Gagné-
Cholette, IT manager Desjardins, Vézina 
welcomed over 150 guests to the Château 
Champlain penthouse. 

They knew the party would be amazing. 
A renowned event planner, Vézina, presi-
dent RJV Communications, is also presi-
dent of the fun Black & Blue Festival/
Carnaval des Couleurs. 

Family attending were his siblings 
Renée Vézina, president Montreal Child -
ren’s Hospital Foundation, and her hus-
band Daniel Archambault; Marc Vézina, 
president Outdoor Team, and Julie Roche-
fort; and François Vézina, partner at Hatch, 
and Sophie Migneault. Robert’s nephews 
and nieces included Pascale Vézina-Gag-
non, lecturer in psychology Université de 
Montréal. 

Arrivals hailed from different Montreal 
sectors as Vézina is founder of the Cocktail 
des Présidentes et Femmes Leaders as well 
as president of Cities of the Future Man-

agement/Montréal du Futur. 
Those enjoying the moon-lit night 

included Bernard Synnott, Superior Court 
judge and Tonia Ivelja; Catherine Skinner, 

executive administrator, city of West-
mount; Christian Bolduc, president BNP 
Philanthropic Performance; Elisabeth 
Roux, Westmount city councillor, and 
Roger J. Beauchemin, president/CEO 
Addenda Capital; Eric Lalanne, partner De 
Grandpré Chait and Lydia Raymond; Eve 
Beauchamp, executive director Jarislowsky 
Foundation and Chris Gillett, portfolio 
manager Raymond James; Marina Boulos-
Winton, fundraiser and former executive 
director Chez Doris; Kat Coric, artistic 
management consultant; Antoinette von 
Hahn, associate director finance Bell 
Canada; Isabelle Cossette, music profes-
sor/researcher McGill University, and Bob 
McKenna; Mark Levitt, (also known as DJ 
Mark Anthony) president Levibart, and 
Sandra Jean-Bart; Mark Morgenstern, 
director Ewola Cinema; Martin Dubois, 
president Construction Mada, and Oliver 
Rashcovsky, manager Loyalty Department 
Air Canada; Alain Simon, Alain Simon 
Fleurs, and Nina Drewniak, IT manager 
TC Transcontinental; Naomi Thériault, 
officer Immigration and Refugee Board of 
Can ada; Fannie L. Charron, special events 
and philanthropy consultant; Réal Ménard, 
former federal MP and former mayor of 
Mercier-Hochelaga-Mai-
sonneuve borough; and 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

continued on p. 22Pascale Vézina-Gagnon with her uncle, Robert Vézina.
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orthopedic surgeon Michel Leroux and Isa-
belle Sicard, philanthropist. 

Real estate brokers present included 
Marie Bourbonnière (Sotheby’s), Meghan 
O’Donnell (director Boiteau Real Estate) 
and Stephanie Hoolahan (Profusion Real 
Estate/Christie’s). Noted from the BBCM 
Foundation were Caroline Rousse, Eliza-
beth Drapeau, Pierre Perreault, Ann Joce-
line Cyr, Luc Gillen, Lysa-Marie Hontoy, 
and Marc Garceau and Eric Beaudry-
Archambault. 

And yes! There were balloons (!) and a 
candle-lit chocolate birthday cake. Robert 
thanked everyone, focusing on the impor-
tance of cherishing the present moment, 
especially after the recent passing of both 
his parents, long-time Westmounters 
Monique and Maurice Vézina. Robert’s 
60th was definitely a great occasion to cel-
ebrate life.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 21

View from penthouse.

From left, front row: Elizabeth Drapeau, Anne Joceline Cyr, Robert Vézina and Christian Gagné-Cholette 
back row: Pierre Perreault, Luc Gillen, Marc Garceau and Eric Beaudry Archambault.

Snuff Bottles

Custom Outdoor Lighting & Sound Systems

Concept72.ca 514-400-7000 514.651.5235
REAL ESTATE BROKER
LORI SCHWARTZ

RE/MAX ACTION INC. 
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

80 CHATILLON 
BEAUTIFULLY 
RENOVATED 

NEW PRICE

Anne Joceline Cyr, Caroline Rousse and Renée-Claude Morin.Céline Bernier, Catherine Skinner, Naomi Thériault and Meghan O’Donnell.
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Alfred Pellan was the first important Canadian gr
eativartist who put his cr vee talents into theater costume 

fFdesign. In Frrance, particularly foor ballet, there 
celebrated contribution of costume designs by moder
masters including Pablo Picasso, Marc Chagall,

ufyencin,Laur ,  and Raoul D y..

The history linking Alfred Pellan to these costumes 
dates back to 1946, when he created drawings not only 

fffoor costumes but also foor the sets of a production of Le 
Soir des Rois, the French translation by Victor Hugo 

felfTof Shakespeare's play Tww ftth Night perfoormed at 
Montreal’s Théatre Gésu by Les Compagnons de 

maSaint-Laurent. The resulting costumes ayy perhaps 
have been better anticipated by a 21st-century 
audience accustomed to the enchantment of Le Cirque

oducing AlfIntr frred Pellan’s Costume Desig
Twelfth Night / la Nuit des R

   

  

 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 

    
 

   

  

 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 

    
 

audience accustomed to the enchantment of Le 
du Soleil. According to available sources tod
1946 production was rather spectacular and som
controversial.

In 1967, Pellan revisited his original designs, re
yin this generation of artistry.. The collect

accompanied by wonderful photo documen
including the image showing Pellan with 1ère su
(1st Lady-in-waiting) and Soldat ‘C’ (Soldier) 
background.

These mixed media drawings are presently on v
our Montreal gallery and are available to purcha

flinkhoffset. Visit K ff..ca or scan the QR code foo
inffoormation about this extraordinary collection.
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(2nd Lady-in-
cchheek), Olivia -C- 
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dy-in-waiting),,   2 antème Suiv tee (
w Aé (Ir Iddiot) -C- (Sir Andre Agguec

   

  

 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 

    
 

Toronto
190 Davenport Road
416.233.0339

Montreal
t1448 Sherbrooke Stree  West

514.284.9339

1st Row: Soldat -C- (
waiting),,   2nd Row:  P
(Lady Olivia).

   

  

 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 

    
 

www.kli
info@kli

(Soldier), 1ère Suivante (1st Lad
Photo of Alfred Pellan, Sir Andr
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

Ville Marie
1420 RUE SHERBROOKE W., APT. 602

$2,495,000

3 2

NEW

2

NEW

Westmount
6 FORDEN AV.

$4,195,000

PRIME
LOCATION NEWNEW

Lac-Supérieur
92 CH. DES CERISIERS

Montréal (Rosemont/La Petite-Patrie)
7049 RUE SAINT URBAIN

$725,000 + TX

NEWNEW NEW

Westmount
3 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1912

$1,695,000

NEW

SHORT TERM RENTALCOMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL

$6,900,000 + TX / $30,000 + TX / Month


