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Foot pain? 
Heel spur? 
Bunions?

— Consult — 
Dr. William Constant, podiatrist 
Dr. Sur Pio Yip, podiatrist 

514-439-5112 
245 Victoria #525, Westmount

Recent council approvals compared 

Renovating your home? 
Heritage rating can play a big role 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Ever wonder why some building per-
mits, especially those for dwellings, receive 
approval while others may stall at the level 
of the city’s Planning Advisory Committee 
(PAC)? 

The status of two permits that made 
their way onto the city council agenda June 
3 stand as examples of how the system dep-

ends to a large extent on how the city rates 
the heritage assessment of dwellings, the 
highest being I* and decreasing in histori-
cal and architectural significance through 
categories I, II and III. 

Both of these permit requests were for 
external renovation. Approval was given 
for one to create a wider front stairway to 
span the entire width of 
the entrance porch at 10 continued on p. 5

Back to tradition 

Canada Day BBQ, Splash 
Bash, cake return for July 1 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A line-up of events for the traditional 
Canada Day Splash Bash on July 1 after-
noon was announced last week. 

Despite the cancellation over strikes of 
all celebrations in Westmount Park last 
year, these events are to resume this year 
and “we are so excited to be back” 

especially after the pandemic years, said 
Mayor Christina Smith. She is expected to 
cut the Canada Day cake along with several 
members of the council. 

The traditional barbecue of hot dogs 
and hamburgers by the city’s Teen Zone is 
scheduled to kick off the activities and 
takes place at noon at the WRC, followed 
by the Splash Bash races and pool games 
at 2 pm. These will be followed at 3 pm by 
the cutting of the cake and resumption of 
normal pool activities throughout the after-
noon. 

While a second citizenship ceremony 
may take place at a later date, Mayor Smith 
said, the one that had been cancelled for 
Canada Day last year recently took place 
April 23 at the armoury of the Royal Mon-
treal Regiment (see story March 14, p. 1).

Shauit, city mark National Indigenous Peoples Day 

Award-winning native singer-songwriter Shauit, left, and his band entertained people in Westmount 
Park June 21. The event was a part of the city’s 150th anniversary celebrations, but also to recognize 
National Indigenous Peoples Day. Shauit was accompanied by Sandrine Masse-Savard, right, on 
viola and back-up vocals; and, not pictured, Noel Mpiaza on drums and back-up vocals, and Julien 
Senez-Gagnon on electric bass. Shauit was born in Maliotenam, Quebec to an Innu mother and 
an Acadian father. “My mother was a good singer, but I was influenced by the popular indigenous 
duo Kashtin and then when I came to Montreal, I heard reggae and really liked it,” he said. 

Photo: Ralph Thompson.  
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Indie’s summer schedule 
July 2 & 9: issues 

July 16, 23 & 30 and August 6: 
no issues 

August 13 & following: weekly 
until Christmas
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Watch out for those orange signs 

Public Security warns drivers 
of seasonal work, parking restrictions 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Three cars parked on streets where tem-
porary orange no-parking/stopping signs 
had been placed brought out tow trucks for 
which the car owners were charged the 
costs, Public Security officials said. 

“People really have to look out for the 
signs because lots of work is under way,” 
warned Public Security director Greg 
McBain. 

Not only does this involve construction 
work on streets or private property but also 
city work for hydro or trees. 

One recent call June 12 involved a Volvo 
blocking the driveway to the apartment 
building at 4330 Sherbrooke, whose en -
trance is around the corner on Redfern. 
Two days later, another call came from a 
contractor about a Tesla reported to have 
been parked since June 6 in upper West-
mount, resulting in a tow truck being 
called, the car moved down the street and 
a ticket issued for $180 that in cluded the 
cost of the towing. 

In another incident the same day, a call 
was received from a city Public Works 
supervisor to say a tree crew was on site to 
do emergency work at Upper Lansdowne 
and Sunnyside. While a tow truck was in 
the throes of loading an obstructing car 
onto a flatbed, the owner arrived on the 
scene to retrieve it, but had to pay the cost 
of the tow truck, $86. 

Cyclist ticketted in 
Westmount Park 

A 15-year-old NDG cyclist was ticketted 
$72 June 17 for riding on walking paths in 
Westmount Park, Public Security officials 
said. He was one of several seen recently 
despite warning signs against riding bikes 
there and in other parks. Because of his 
age, his mother was contacted to inform 
her of the ticket. 

Two-car accident deploys 
air bags at Montrose and 
Mt. Pleasant 

Two cars collided at Montrose and 
Mount Pleasant June 5, bringing out police 
and fire vehicles, Public Security officials 
said. While no injuries were found, initial 
calls were received at 3:30 pm for an acci-
dent with injuries. 

On arrival, public safety officers found 
damages to both vehicles and saw one with 
air bags deployed. No medical assistance 
was required but traffic congestion re -
quired the work of Public Security.
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Salvatore Mastantuono. 
Ventes & Services/sales & services. 

Serrures de securite/security 
Locks. MEDECO, ABLOY. 

Boites aux lettres/mail boxes 
Residential • Commercial • Industrial 

Open for service, curbside pickup 
Visit our website! 

www.bicyclesmcw.com 
514 952-8891 
6010 Sherbrooke W

Different approaches to bicycles in Westmount 
Park, as seen June 20.

Simply… 
“Efficient” 

Au plaisir!

Marie-José 
Aubin 

Courtier immobilier résidentiel 

514-296-8288

514-934-1818
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Tive toon High School (Tive toon, RI)

Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location
Please contact us 

for details 
Immediate 
Availability

City: Clay court athletes soon to have 
their water fountain again 
By Jennifer Ball 

The water fountains outside the clay 
tennis courts at the Lansdowne entrance 
of Westmount Park have not been oper-
ational since the spring of 2022, but the 
city says they will be operational in the next 
few weeks. 

Now-retired city Communications 
direc tor Sebastien Samuel indicated in a 
June 29, 2022 statement that “a piece had 
broken in the fountains” (July 5, 2022, p. 
29). He continued: “A replacement part 
was ordered, and it will be required to be 
installed before the fountain is in operation 
again.” No estimated time could be given 
at the time. 

Mugisha Rutishisha, division chief of 
Communication and Citizen Experience 
for the city, said on June 6 of this year, “The 
fountain should be repaired within the 
next few weeks…The Public Works depart-
ment is currently figuring out how to con-
nect the drain to the sewer system, which 
is not nearby.” 

▶The drinking fountain outside the clay courts, 
located near the Lansdowne entrance of West-
mount Park. Photo taken on June 11.



Baby fox – a kit – makes 
an appearance at The 4300 
By Jennifer Ball 

Residents of the east side of The 4300 
apartment building received a unique 
message from their Minto apartment prop-
erty management team on June 11. It 
alerted them to the fact that a fox was on 
the loose in their parking garage. 

The 12-floor apartment complex, which 
was built in 1960, is found at 4300 de Mai-
sonneuve Blvd., at Kitchener Ave. 

“We regret to inform you that the B2 
garage doors are currently inaccessible due 
to an unforeseen circumstance. A baby fox 
has become trapped between both doors, 
making it unsafe to open them until the 
animal is safely removed,” said the email 
from the building. 

“Our team is coordinating with animal 
control services to resolve the situation as 
quickly and safely as possible. Once the 
animal has been successfully removed, we 
will promptly notify you and re-open the 
garage doors for regular use…” 

The Independent spoke with the front-
desk attendant on June 18 requesting 
information and – optimistically – a photo 
of the baby fox. The attendant did say that 
on June 11 animal control services gently 
captured the animal. 

The Independent spoke with Catherine 
at The 4300’s building-administration 
office the same day requesting information 

on whether the fox was released into the 
wild or kept by a care group given its 
tender age. A photo of the animal was also 
asked for. 

The request, Catherine said, needed to 
be elevated to the corporate office and no 
response came in time for the Indepen-
dent’s June 21 press deadline.
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Surrey Gardens, a Category III house. The 
one denied was for replacing an asphalt 
shingle roof at a Category II home at 657 
Murray Hill. Both outcomes had been rec-
ommended by the PAC. 

The reason given in the council resol-
ution for approving the Surrey Gardens 
request was that the front façades of such 
Category III buildings “have a lower archi-
tectural value than Category II buildings.” 

Blending into the environment 

No specific standards apply to the con-
servation of the existing facades of these 
Category III buildings, it explains. They 
are permitted “as long as they are visually 
coherent and blend in with the environ-
ment.” 

By comparison, however, replacing the 
existing asphalt shingle roof on the Murray 
Hill dwelling with another of the same 
material was denied because, according to 
its resolution, the roof material is con-

sidered “a character defining” provision 
under By-law 1305 (for Category II build-
ings). 

“To avoid creating a false sense of his-
toric development, replacements should 
be made (based) on pictorial and or physi-
cal evidence.” When such archival docu-
mentation is not available, replacement 
elements with form, colour, details and 
materials similar to other buildings of the 
same style are acceptable.” 

To obtain drawings and/or archived 
photos of your property (if available), 
requests should be sent to permis@west-
mount.org. The heritage category of build-
ings can be found on the city map of “char-
acter areas” accessed on westmount.org 
through Resident zone/urban planning. 

The approval of permits are generally 
bas ed on By-law 1305 on Site Planning and 
Architectural Integration Programs 
(SPAIP) also known by the French acro-
nym as (PIIA).

Heritage rating, cont’d from p. 1

Another look at Westmount Public Library’s 125th

From left, 10 Surrey Gardens and 657 Murray 
Hill on June 21. Photos: Independent.

At the 125th anniversary celebrations of the Westmount Public Library on June 12, Edmund Lam 
and daughter Nina Lannes-Lam piece together a jigsaw puzzle depicting the library. It was one of 
the souvenirs available for purchase. Edmund is the son of Westmount quilter Lily Lam, whose 
award-winning storyteller’s cape hangs on display at the library.

Birthday cupcakes were a major attraction at the celebration as servers tried to keep up with the 
outstretched hands of children and adults alike at the event that attracted attendees of all ages 
(see story June 18, p. 5). Photos: Laureen Sweeney 

The eastern portion of The 4300 de Maison-
neuve apartment building on June 21. 

Photo: Independent.
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Thanks to Westmount 
city council re. PAC 

I was touched by Jennifer Ball’s article 
in the May 21 edition of the Westmount 
Independent (p. 1), wherein she cites the 
comments by Frédéric Neault, director of 
Westmount’s Urban Planning department, 
regarding my term as a member of West-
mount’s Planning Advisory Committee 
(PAC). 

It made me reflect upon my eight-year 
experience with this unique group. The 
uniqueness stems from the PAC’s de -
mand ing role in the preservation of West-
mount’s distinct status for its built and 
natural environment. As residents of West-
mount, we can be proud of our city’s des-
ignation by Parks Canada as a National 
Historic Site – a rare distinction amongst 
Canadian municipalities. 

The PAC serves as an advisory commit-
tee to city council, and provides recom-
mendations for the approval or rejection 
of permit applications based on its review 
of the documentation submitted. Given the 
distinct status of Westmount, the respon-
sibilities of the parties involved in this pro-
cess cannot be taken lightly. In fact, the 
efforts and judgment of the individuals 
with whom I was privileged to collaborate 
in the review process deserve to be lauded. 

The experience of, as well as the devo-
tion and concern for preserving the distinct 
character and heritage value of Westmount 
by, the PAC’s members – in accordance 
with the guidelines established for this 

purpose – is paramount. I found the PAC 
leadership and professional members to 
be highly qualified and conscientious; the 
knowledge, degree of devotion and dedica-
tion of the city’s Urban Planning team to 
be exceptional; and – while respecting the 
guidelines – the concern for the interests 
of the city’s residents exhibited by the city 
councillors who sit on the PAC to be ad -
mirable. 

Kudos to the city of Westmount for its 
judicious structuring of the PAC. I feel 
extremely honoured and privileged to have 
been part of this group; and I thank the city 
for the opportunity I was given to serve on 
this exceptional committee. 
Gerald Soiferman – retiring member, 

Planning Advisory Committee 

Where’s council’s answer on 
lane garbage pick-up issue? 

The new garbage pick-up problem has 
been raised before by many concerned 
citizens. We have yet to see acknowledge-
ment of this problem by council or propo-
sals to solve it. Houses in the concerned 
lane areas [where garbage is no longer 
picked up] lack entrances to basements 
where the garbage containers could be 
stored. They now have to be dragged twice 
weekly either through houses, if possible, 
or around lanes from back to front and 
back. Many older people, some with health 
problems, live in these areas. The new 
rules are a serious hardship for them. We 
expect council and specifically Matt Aron-

son, councillor of Ward 7, to propose a sat-
isfactory solution for this problematic situ-
ation before the winter creates increased 
hardship, and possibly accidents. 

Barbara Leblond, Irvine Ave. 
& Wendy Cude, Irvine Ave. 

Councillor Matt Aronson, who was copied on 
this email, replies: I’m very glad you let me 
know that you’re having some trouble 
working out how to adapt to putting your 
landfill out curbside on pick-up day. Had 
you not written to me, I wouldn’t have been 
able to assist you in working out a solution 
– which is why I’ve been encouraging our 
residents to do that when I give reports on 
this topic at our council meetings (as Mr. 
Price, the editor of the Independent, cc’d, 
can confirm as he or one of his reporters 
attends every meeting). 

To answer your question, council does 
understand that improving our policies 
with respect to landfill collection services 
does have the knock-on effect of having to 
change some of the ways our residents do 
things, and that change can be tough for 
some of us to manage – that’s why we have 
asked our administration to be sure to help 
anyone who needs a hand working out a 
new way to get the waste pick-up service 
they need. 

Our Environment Services team has 
allocated resources and manpower to look-
ing at individual residents’ circumstances 
and working out solutions. I would invite 
you to contact assistance@westmount.org 
(or by phone at 514.989.5200) and ask for 
Patricia Racette (division head of Environ-
mental Services) to send someone to your 
address to look at the situation. 

Please let me know if the resources 
council has put in place to help with this 
issue are suitable to resolve it to your satis-
faction, and if not, I will certainly take the 
matter up the chain to get it sorted for you. 

Oh, that un-magic feeling: 
nowhere to go 

Looking at the photo above, where do I 
go?! CSST monitors safety for workers. 
Who monitors the safety for motorists? 

Avrum Stark, Clarke Ave. 
Editor’s note: See also stories on p. 10 and 
p. 11. – DP. 

Thanks for help on 
Clarke garbage pick-up 

The city of Westmount has decided to 
change its position on the issue of garbage 
collection in the alley east of Clarke Ave. 
between de Maisonneuve and St. Cather-
ine, which is excellent news for local resi-
dents, but also for all citi zens of West-
mount who pay taxes. 

I would like to highlight the exceptional 
work of our municipal councillor, Ms. 
Kathleen Kez, as well as the Westmount 
residual materials management depart-
ments in the complex issue of garbage col-
lection. 

Ms. Kez’s open-mindedness ensured 
that everyone was on board in “solution 
mode” to improve the garbage collection 
process, despite the stubbornness of the 
general management of the city of West-
mount, which wrote to me in an email 
recently that there “will be no exceptions.” 

The policy adopted simply did not make 
sense, even for the city and its subcontrac-
tor (Derichebourg). The “inaccessible” 
nature of the alley behind Clarke Ave. is 
less of a challenge than collecting rubbish 
directly on Clarke [between de Maison-
neuve and St. Catherine], with its steps, 
sidewalks and numerous parked cars. It’s 
a matter of common sense and we thank 
once again the city council and more par-
ticularly Ms. Kez. 

Patrick Charlebois, 
Clarke Ave. 
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Where Dorchester Blvd. begins at St. Catherine and Clarke. Hands added by the Independent. 
Photo: A. Stark.



Somerville issues continue 
The Independent was copied on this email 
June 12. 
Hello Ms. Bostock [city councillor for 
District 5], 

I hope this e-mail finds you well.… I 
would like to follow up with you regarding 
the meeting we had about a year ago con-
cerning, truck traffic, parking, road dam-
age and noise in the [Victoria village] area. 

It seems to me that following what I 
thought would be a constructive encounter 
with you and Mayor Smith, that none of 
the issues that were discussed have been 
addressed or seen any improvement. It has 
been years of contact and discussions with 
city officials talking about these basic 
issues that affect our safety and quality of 
life, but nothing is done. 

What is the reasoning behind this inac-
tion? 

I’m am very interested to hear the sol-

utions that are being led by you as our 
councillor and member of the traffic com-
mittee. Please contact me when possible 
to discuss, once more, these issues. 

Please find below a few pictures taken 
this morning only on Somerville. [One 
included below] 

Looking forward to speak to you soon. 
Warm regards, 

Philippe Lord, Somerville Ave.

Letters to the editor
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Tony Westmount or 
honky-tonk Alabama? 

There is an old expression that says “I 
may not know much about art, but I know 
what I like.” This said, I think that the 
mural recently painted above the parking 
lot on Greene Ave. just below Sherbrooke 
further deteriorates what was once one of 
the most chic and picturesque streets in all 
of Montreal. 

First, the yellow and green paint on the 
road on the east side of the street, followed 
by the picnic tables, followed by the park-
ing bollards, followed by the removal of 
one lane of traffic in order to accommodate 
the picnic tables. 

And now this mural! This is, at best, 
unsightly and unnecessary and at worst 
very “honky tonk” and more reminiscent 
of a carnival sideshow in Alabama than on 
the tony street that Greene once was. 

I may not know much about art, but I 
absolutely dislike the mural. 

Joe Russo, Sherbrooke St. 

More descriptive name 
needed for Sherbrooke St. 

Anyone who has used the 24 bus to tran-
sit Westmount from Atwater to Claremont 
knows that they must be prepared. 

For those who sit, correct posture and a 
strong spine are needed. 

For those who stand, a secure purchase 
on an immovable part of the bus is essen-
tial. A pair of ear plugs will add further pro-
tection. 

What is needed is a re-engineering of 
the road-bed and its tarmac surface to a 
strength that can support the heavy truck 
traffic that is still permitted to use this 
route. 

It seems that the STM cannot improve 
the suspension on its buses, and the city 
of Westmount will not repair the roadbed 
in a suitable way. There appears to be one 
option left. 

We need to give the street a more in -
formative and cautionary name than the 
one it has now, which recalls a conquering 
Briton. 

I propose “rue des Cataractes.” 
Ken Flegel, Lansdowne Ave. 

More Sherbrooke blues 
Over the course of two or three nights, 

Montreal has put down an amazingly 
smooth road surface [on Sherbrooke at 
Atwater]. 

Immediately across the border, there are 
bicycle busting ruts in the road. ▶ 

By the way, The Boulevard is the same. 
What’s wrong with Westmount? 

Ron Diamond, downtown 

Try total Townships tranquility 

In the moving stillness of a morning, 
you might want to be in the Eastern Town-
ships. Some towns, like Knowlton, remind 
me of Chester, Nova Scotia. Others are 
more like villages. Here, time seems to 
have stood still; some little hamlets have 
sidewalks on one side of the street only. 

In Sutton, there are even marked car-
stopping pedestrian crossings, highly 
respected like crosswalks in Halifax. Every-
where, there are serene scenes. Arching 
trees hide deer and notable birds. I’ve even 
seen falcons. 

Travelling there is a tad less crowded 
than going up north. If you arrive early in 
Sutton, a must is breakfast at Mollie’s, open 
at 7 am – although the terrace also wel-
comes people all day long until 6 pm. (It 
is closed Wednesdays). 

In Knowlton, try renowned Caron & 
Frères, a branch of its famed Petite Italie 
café in Montreal. Urban week-end rural 
lovers will be interested to know that this 
summer there is a fabulous art moment: 
Tour des Arts July 13 to 21. What could be 
more fun than discovery? Not only of 
country roads (thank you GPS!) but of 
innovative pieces by talented designers. 

Tour des Arts is celebrating 35 success-
ful years. This edition features so much 
exciting work, it may take you a whole 
weekend. Find an Airbnb and stay awhile. 

Check out Tour des Arts online. You 
will encounter artists who use oil in their 
paintings (Westmounter Rava Pavilanis); 
marvellous meditative embroidered works 
using recycled metal and frames (Anne-
Sylvie Dunand); elegant wood-worked 
mosaics (John Murphy); glass (Maryse 
Chartrand); hand-made contemporary 
wooden furniture (John Glendinning); 
amazing raku ceramics (John Davidson); 
glittering glass mosaics (Steve-Éric Picard), 

semi-precious jewellery (Tania Volborth); 
landscapes (Peter Raymond), amusing 
ceramic sculptures (Alisa Sushko) and lute 
making (Michel Dufresne). And I only 
named a few. See tourdesarts.com for 
more. 

Find a piece you love; a holiday gift, or 
a collectible forever. Pack a picnic. Order 
take-out at Tartinezza (Sutton) or Buzz 
(Knowlton). 

Fortify your meandering with gluten-
free (or not!) goodies and fabulous coffee 
at Café Yamabiko (Sutton). Far from the 
madding crowd, it also has a quiet upstairs 
room and a cool, shaded outdoor area full 
of picnic tables and families. 

After a hot day, be a child. Relax with an 
ice-cream (Snobol, Sutton). Ideally, arrive 
on a Friday so you can visit the Brome Lake 
Farmers’ market or the famous Sutton 
market – both open Saturdays. What’s not 
to love in such a bucolic countryside? No 
airport line-ups (or lost luggage). No tourist 
crowds with guides.

A rural traffic jam. New cuddly besties. Simply pastoral peace.

Travel 

Veronica Redgrave



Grade 10 student most comfortable amidst trees 

Bismuth’s Lachine Canal tree-planting project to start in September 
By Martin C. Barry 

As a girl growing up in Beaconsfield 
before she moved to Westmount, Evelyne 
Bismuth had an affinity for trees. 

The grade 10 student at Lower Canada 
College used to climb trees in her family’s 
back yard – often while sitting on a large 
branch as she read assigned work for 
school. 

“In my back yard, there was this one 
magnolia tree, and there was this one 
branch that was kind of like a seat, and 
whenever I had to read for school I would 
read there,” she said in an interview with 
the Independent. 

So, having found sanctuary and a restful 
place for learning in the trees, she event-
ually turned that refuge into a mission. 

Collective forest coming 

In conjunction with LCC, she recently 
announced the launch of a project invol-
ving a collective forest to be planted in 
Montreal. 

Her ambitious endeavour, which is part 
of her International Baccalaureate Middle 
Years Programme (IB MYP) personal pro-
ject at the school, aims to plant at least 50 

trees along the edge of the Lachine Canal 
in Montreal’s Côte St. Paul neighbour-
hood. 

“Nature has always been where I feel 
the most calm and safe, especially in the 
branches of trees,” she said. 

“It is extremely concerning to me that 
climate change poses such a threat to the 
environment and I’d like to do what I can 
to help.” 

Her project has attracted support, 
including start-up funding and partner-

ships with Parks Canada, Concordia Uni-
versity, Gestion Immobilière Quo Vadis, 
and Groupe de Recommandations et d’Ac-
tion pour un Meilleur Environnement 
(GRAME). 

Support allows project 

Her efforts and the corporate support 
have already resulted in half of the necess-
ary funds already raised to cover the cost 

of the trees, shrubs, pollinators and three 
years of maintenance. The mini-forest, to 
be known as“La forêt collective,” will also 
be the site of educational seminars on sus-
tainability and the mental health benefits 
of green spaces. 

Planting is scheduled to begin in Sep-
tember, with volunteers and community 
members invited to participate in the trans-
formation.
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Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

Evelyne Bismuth, a Lower Canada College grade 10 student, is seen here on May 29 near the Lachine 
canal where she will be overseeing the planting of a small forest of trees.

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514 482-5267 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE
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Highest Prices Paid 
JEWELRY • PAINTINGS 

GOLD • SILVER 

1331 Greene Av #200 
Westmount 

514-937-6191 
coachluxury.com

Serving Westmount since 1972

Serving Westmount since 1993

Hogg Hardware 
We have 

what you need! 
Proudly serving the Westmount 

community for over 30 years 

4855 Sherbrooke St. W. 

514-934-4644

Serving Westmount since 2008

Fine Art Supplies

• Quality art material 
• Expert advice and outstanding service 

328A Victoria Avenue 
514-843-1881 

www.avenuedesarts.ca

Serving Westmount since 2009 

Clara Kwan, owner 
Fresh, local, 
organic food 

330A Victoria Ave., Westmount 
info@lautrechoix.ca 

514-369-1888

SUPPORT YOUR 
WESTMOUNT MERCHANTS 

SHOP LOCALLY
Serving Westmount since 1937

SUMMER SALE 
ON BICYCLES 

TREK, KONA, 
CANNONDALE and 3T 

313 Victoria Avenue 
www.martinswiss.com 

514-488-9717

Serving Westmount since 1962

The Pickrell Family 

Flowers for all occasions 

360 Victoria Avenue 
514-488-9121

Serving Westmount since 1980

Cheryl Glense – owner 

514-481-8600 
4863 Sherbrooke Street W. 

cheryl@ritsiplus.com

Serving Westmount since 1984

40 years!!! 
A big thank you to 

  our loyal customers!  

514-285-8525 
1379 Greene Ave.

CCollange 
L I N G E R I E

Serving Westmount since 1920

Rob Callard and 
Nicos Kyriakopoulos 

A Westmount Tradition Since 1920 
103 Years and We’re Just 

Getting Started! 

1377 Greene, Westmount

Serving Westmount since 1959

Come visit us at our new office, 
we will help you plan 
your dream vacation! 

345 Victoria Ave., Suite 301 
514-552-1552 

info@vcdtravel.com

Serving Westmount since 1995

Boulangerie 
le fournil 

Robyn and Tawn Friedman 
owners 

We specialize in custom cakes, 
party favours, smash cakes 

and catered dinners. 
You will love our famous sticky buns. 

4910 Sherbrooke St. West 
514-485-6647

Serving Westmount since 1920

Fine Lingerie • Loungewear 
Daywear • Swimwear 

514-484-5656 
4861 Sherbrooke St. W. 

cheryl@courvalfinelingerie.com

Serving Westmount since 2007

WESTMOUNT 
INDEPENDENT 

We are Westmount 

Advertise to find 
new clients – 

13,500+ copies weekly 
310 Victoria Ave., #105 H3Z 2M9 

www.westmountindependent.com
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Dangerous Dorchester driver

The white car at left was driving north/west on Dorchester 
towards St. Catherine/Clarke June 20 when the black car’s 
driver started to make a turn south/east/right into the 
white car. From the signs available, which seemed clear to 
the Independent, it would seem that the white car was in 
the wrong and should have stayed in the right-hand lane 
of Dorchester westbound, starting at Greene, see photo 
at left, and the black car was in the right to try to use a 
usually westbound lane of Dorchester to go east, see photo 
at right. (It is possible that the black car’s right/south/east 
turn off St. Catherine was illegal, but the signage on that 
issue is not clear. See story on p. 11.) Construction on the 
eastbound lane of Dorchester near Bruce is causing the 
changes to where drivers should go. In the end, cautious 
driving by the black car’s driver averted a head-on collision 
and it just continued east on St. Catherine. 

Photos: Independent

You May Be Getting Older, But 
Your Skin Doesn’t Have to Show It 

Over the years, a number of environmental assaults 
on the skin can cause wrinkling and loss of elasticity. 
These factors can’t be stopped entirely, but they can be 
controlled through innovative cosmeceutical products. 
A compounding pharmacist can customize a therapy of 

cosmeceutical creams prepared for the exact needs of your 
skin. The result? Protected, rejuvenated skin that looks as 

young and healthy as it did five, ten, even fifteen years ago!

5025 Sherbrooke West (west of Claremont) 
Tel: 514-484-2222 | Fax: 514-484-2205
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Turn … no …. wait ... Don’t turn! 

As seen June 17. It is possible that what is meant by this mess of signage is that trucks ONLY 
shouldn’t turn right onto Dorchester from St. Catherine eastbound, but how is a driver supposed 
to infer that while driving at a normal speed? The message was no clearer on June 20 (not pictured) 
when the Independent went by. Photo: Independent.
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Highest sale ever in Westmount°

Highest sale ever in Hampstead°

Highest sale ever in Québec°°

As a record-breaking team that has set historic benchmarks for 

Canadian real estate, Kaufman Group showcases your home to 

quality buyers locally and internationally. By offering our clients 

the opportunity to work with the partner of their choosing, while 

benefiting from the expertise of our team as a whole, it allows 

us to offer the highest level of service, discretion and marketing, 

regardless of your home size, neighbourhood or price point.

A LEGACY OF

EXCELLENCE

Liza Kaufman - Certified Real Estate Broker, Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK. Real estate agency. °°As per Centris 2020. °As per Centris. *Domestic and International. **As per Centris April 2024.

2 Over 

B I L L I O N  D O L L A RS
in sales volume*

KAUFMANGROUP.CA514.379.1333
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8 Surrey Gdns, Westmount

$9,950,000 NEW PRICE

BEDS: 4+1 | BATHS: 4+1

MLS 25217434

4293 Montrose, Westmount

$2,595,000 NEW PRICE

BEDS: 4 | BATHS: 3

MLS 9842457

 5379 Av. Notre-Dame-de-Grâce, N.D.G.

$2,248,000 NEW PRICE

BEDS: 3+1 | BATHS: 3+1

MLS 28640109

4898 Maisonneuve O., Apt. TH8, Westmount

$3,150,000(+taxes)

BEDS: 4 | BATHS: 3+1

MLS 24017065

3474 du Musée, Ville-Marie

$1,595,000

BEDS: 3 | BATHS: 3+1

MLS 28766479

5777 Ilan Ramon, Côte-Saint-Luc

$5,450,000

BEDS: 6 | BATHS: 6+2

MLS 15180871

478-480 Mountain, Westmount

$3,150,000

BEDS: 4 | BATHS: 3+1

MLS 17843538

656 Victoria, Westmount

$2,595,000 NEW PRICE

BEDS: 3+1 | BATHS: 2+2

MLS 19389911

74 Easton, Montréal-Ouest

$2,650,000

BEDS: 3+2 | BATHS: 3+2

MLS SIRC1907292

RENDERED IMAGE
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Simply… 
“Efficient” 

Au plaisir!

Marie-José 
Aubin 

Courtier immobilier résidentiel 

514-296-8288

514-934-1818

Andy Dodge & Associates 
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4 

Tel: 514-482-8560 www.andydodgeassociates.com 
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data 
about Westmount real estate

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom hosts a Pride Shabbat 
By Jennifer Ball 

Three members of the LGBTQ commu-
nity spoke from the bema at a recent Pride 
Shabbat. They echoed Rabbi Lisa Grush-
cow’s statement that they are embraced by 
Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom, not just 
tolerated by the congregation. 

June is Pride month and Temple held 
its Pride Shabbat on June 14 at its location 
on Sherbrooke at Wood Ave. Temple, along 
with support by Ga’ava Quebec and 
CJPAC, made this year’s Pride Shabbat a 
celebration of love and acceptance in the 
spirit of togetherness and joy. 

Homosexuality outlawed in 67 countries 

Part of the joy was derived from the real-
ity that few countries around the world are 
hosting a Pride Shabbat, and 67 countries 
still have national laws criminalizing same-
sex relations between consenting adults. 

A 2024 American study published by 
the Public Religion Research Institute 
reported by National Public Radio found 
nearly half (47 percent) of respondents who 
left their respective religious institutions 
cited negative teaching about the treatment 
of LGBTQ people as the reason. 

The findings also reflected that those 
under 30 years of age have no patience at 
all for sermons that segregate. 

Israeli vs. Canadian experience 

Shauli Talmor is a gay Israeli tempor-
arily living in Canada who wanted to share 
his experience of being a gay man raising 
a child in Tel Aviv with his life partner. 

In Tel Aviv, “you are out and open…
however, the rest of Israel has some way to 
go, although there has been some progress 
towards LGBTQ rights… 

“I can tell you that Israel would never 
go for a [Pride] Shabbat service in a temple 
or a synagogue, whereas here in Canada 
we find ourselves [attending such a ser-
vice.]” 

Stephanie Susser and Valerie Clayman 
were married in Massachusetts, and they 
have two sons. 

Clayman said “I grew up in a modern 
Orthodox family and I swore, when I came 
out, that I would never step foot in any 
form of religious ‘anything’ again… 

“When [our first son] was born, Stepha-
nie said, ‘We should introduce him to our 
cultural identity before anyone else tries to 
introduce him into their cultural identity’… 

“[Being a member of Temple’s congre-
gation] has been an experience and some-
thing that I never thought would affect me 

so deeply, has really touched me and has 
been able to bring me back to my Jewish 
roots… 

“We are not [just] tolerated here, we are 
brought in, and we are a part of [the com-
munity]. I come into the sanctuary and this 
whole place feels like home to me,” Clay-
man shared. 

And what about 
the pro-Palestinian protests? 

This is all occurring at a time when 
Montreal’s LGBTQ are said to be divided 
by ideology over the war in the Middle East. 

Mathieu Gelbhart attended the Pride 
Shabbat and reflected upon the fact that 
he felt that he needed to be there, saying 
“as you know a lot of queer people took a 
very strong stand supporting Palestine 
resistance – which is very right – but a lot 
of radicals took over and many of them are 
involved in the McGill [pro-Palestinian] 
encampment… 

“I wanted to help Temple Emanu-El 
because making a great success [of the 
Temple’s Pride Shabbat helps] LGBTQ 
Jews fly above all of this.”

The exterior of Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom decorated for its Pride Shabbat on June 14.
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yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

OLD MONTREAL 
60 DE BRESOLES #309 
Beautiful condo/loft nestled in Old 
Montreal. Boasting a bright and airy 
ambiance, this unit offers the perfect 
blend of convenience and tranquility, 
with its central location amidst shops 
and restaurants, yet tucked away on 
a quiet street. MLS 16670039 $695,000

Far from home 

This Canadian Tire shopping cart was photographed June 12 on Sherbrooke at Lansdowne. The 
nearest Canadian Tire is in Alexis Nihon. Photo: Independent.
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You May Be Getting Older, But 
Your Skin Doesn’t Have to Show It 

Over the years, a number of environmental assaults 
on the skin can cause wrinkling and loss of elasticity. 
These factors can’t be stopped entirely, but they can be 
controlled through innovative cosmeceutical products. 
A compounding pharmacist can customize a therapy of 

cosmeceutical creams prepared for the exact needs of your 
skin. The result? Protected, rejuvenated skin that looks as 

young and healthy as it did five, ten, even fifteen years ago!

5025 Sherbrooke West (west of Claremont) 
Tel: 514-484-2222 | Fax: 514-484-2205

Full senior care including 
in-home blood & medical 
testing & much more!

How do you know 
if you are getting
the right in-home 
senior care?

Do you have:
A dedicated team?
The right connection?
A flexible plan?

438-700-9107 | gold-squad.com

Manoir Westmount’s garden party makes post-COVID comeback 
By Jennifer Ball 

There was a garden party to celebrate 
the 45th anniversary of Manoir Westmount 
on June 13. It was a well-attended affair at 
the non-profit seniors’ residence, perhaps 
in part because one has not been held since 
2019 due to COVID fetters. 

Waiters circulated offering residents 
cocktails and canapés, and a violinist stop -
ped by each table to take requests. Manoir 
Westmount is adjacent to Victoria Hall on 

Sherbrooke and Lansdowne Ave., and the 
gardens are at the back of the building. 

Thomas Burpee, chair of Manoir’s 
board, told the assembled residents, “Back 
in 1979, the Manoir was founded by the 
Westmount Rotary club by providing the 
funds to put up the building and providing 
its board of directors… 

“Today, we have invited all Rotarians, 
volunteers and dignitaries from the city to 
join our residents for this celebration. Wel-
come everybody! 

“Things are going well these days as we 
continue to recover from COVID. New 
residents continue to arrive, which makes 
us very happy… 

“When I meet a resident outside the 
Manoir building, they tell me how much 
they like living here and I find this so 
encouraging… 

“My thanks to Gina [D’Angelo, manager 
of Manoir Westmount] and all the staff and 
volunteers for the wonderful work that 
they do.”

Left photo, the 45th anniversary of the Manoir Westmount was marked on June 13. Right photo, current manager Gina D’Angelo and retired manager 
Tom Thompson. D’Angelo, began working at the seniors’ residence in 1979, shortly after its construction. Thompson retired in December 2020, after 
25 years in the position (see story November 17, 2020, p. 3). Right, photo: Laureen Sweeney

Overheard 
Caregiver (mother?) to young boy 

(eight?), Sherbrooke near Prince Albert, 
June 14 at 8:30 am: 

“You can’t own a house with a tennis 
court if you’re a teacher.” 

* 
Middle-aged man to older couple in 

front of the YMCA on Sherbrooke St., June 
7 at 8:30 am: 

“You look MARVELOUS!” 
* 

Man to man in Westmount, May 23 at 
2:30 pm: 

“A wolf has taken it.”

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue



Rotary lunch report 

Denis Brott: Chamber music doesn’t have to be scary 
By Jennifer Ball 

Denis Brott is the founder and artistic 
director of the Montreal Chamber Music 
Festival. He has curated its musical pro-
gramming for the past 29 years. 

He asked Rotarians at their June 5 lun-
cheon meeting, “What is the first thing that 
springs to mind when you hear the term 
‘chamber music?’” 

A fellow bellowed: “It scares me away!” 
and that was pretty much what Brott was 
expecting to hear. 

“Exactly! It scares you away, and in fact 
it does that to a lot of people, and it has a 
really bad rap in that respect... 

“But all it actually is is musical conver-
sations in intimate spaces,” he said at a lun-
cheon on June 5 at Victoria Hall. 

He was there to review 29 years of the 
Montreal Chamber Music Festival and to 
express gratitude that it did not end at 25. 

Four years ago, it was touch and go, his 
family was told, as to whether he would be 
able to return to playing music, let alone 
curating musical performances that are 
enjoyed by millions internationally. 

In early March 2020, Brott returned 
from teaching in London and Amsterdam 
and within days was gripped by a 104-
degree fever. He was admitted to the ICU 
at the CHUM, which he reckons is “one of 
the greatest hospitals in the world, right in 
our backyard… 

COVID patient #1 

“I was the first COVID patient in their 
new ICU. I was intubated and put into a 
coma for 32 days and I was in the hospital 
for 45 days… 

“My goal over the past four years has 
been getting back to playing, which I am 
glad to say I have managed to do.” 

From June 13 to 23, Brott said there will 
be 13 exceptional performances at Bourgie 
Hall, which is found at 1339 Sherbrooke, 

with 50 artists from around the world 
attending. 

“If you go on a website called the Violin 
Channel, you will hear concerts from the 
festival. You will see Montreal being pro-
moted, you will see and hear the finest tal-
ents from Canada and Quebec being heard 
by 600,000 people a month… 

“Over four million people heard our 
programs via Hong Kong radio… 

“What we have in our own town is not 
appreciated as the world appreciates it and 
that is typically Canadian.” 

‘Music is a gift’ 

Music is one of the gifts that life has to 
offer, Brott said. “It is this wordless lan-
guage and that is why I say you cannot 
really talk about music. You must experi-
ence it.” 

To prove his point, Brott and his student 
Levon Markosyan settled in to play a move-
ment of “Duet for two cellos” by Friedrich 
August Kummer. 

As a soloist with every major Canadian 
orchestra and cellist in the renowned 
Orford String Quartet, Brott has recorded 
over 35 albums, including the highly 
acclaimed complete string quartets of Bee-
thoven and a homage to Gregor Piati-
gorsky, his teacher and mentor. 

Currently a professor of cello and cham -
ber music, and conductor of the string 
orchestra at the Montreal music conserva-
tory, Brott gives concerts and master 
classes worldwide and serves as a juror for 
international competitions. 

In recognition of his role in creating the 
instrument bank of the Canada Council for 
the Arts, he was given the lifetime use of 
an exceptional 1706 David Tecchler cello, 
now known as the Brott-Turner Tecchler. 

He has received the Knight of Merit of 
the Sovereign Military Order of St. John of 
Jerusalem, the Queen Elizabeth II Dia-
mond Jubilee Award, the Order of Mon-
treal, the Order of Canada and, in 2023, the 
Ordre national du Québec.
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The finest retirement 
lifestyle is available at... 

Westmount’s good 
living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and 

ultimate comfort? Our caring staff will tend 

to all your needs 24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our 
NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES 
4430 St. Catherine West • 514-935-1212 

www.placekensington.com 
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP

From left, Denis Brott, the founder and artistic director of the Montreal chamber music festival 
and Levon Markosyan. They performed at Victoria Hall on June 5. Photo taken on June 5.

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514 482-5267 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE



18 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – June 25, 2024

How are the kids? 

Federal minister of mental health, addictions: Not great 
By Jennifer Ball 

Ya’ara Saks, federal minister of mental 
health and addictions, and associate min-
ister of health, presented some dire stat-
istics on the mental health “epidemic”: 
now one in three Canadians will be af -
fected by mental illness in their lifetime. 
In short: the kids are not great. 

She shared this view when she was 
speaking at the annual Goldbloom family 
forum, which took place June 2 at Temple 
Emanu-El-Beth Sholom, found at Sher-
brooke and Wood Ave. 

The Goldbloom Family Forum is dedi-
cated to fostering meaningful conversa-
tions and addressing pressing societal 
issues through dialogue, education and 
community engagement. 

Each year, the forum brings together 
experts and thought leaders to explore 
topics of relevance and significance to the 
community. This year’s topic was mental 
health. 

Jonathan Goldbloom, the event host, 
said, “This year, we have four speakers who 
will address the broad topic of mental 
health from both a public policy perspec-
tive and the needs of Montrealers.” 

It featured esteemed speakers and 
thought leaders in the field. Joining Saks 
on stage were Dr. David Goldbloom, pro-
fessor emeritus of psychiatry at the Univer-
sity of Toronto, Ella Amir, executive director 
at AMI-Quebec, and Patricia Lemoine 
Smith, senior vice president at Teneo. 

Local member of parliament Anna Gai-
ney was also in attendance. 

Saks highlighted the prevalence of 
anxiety disorders. “The latest data from 
2022 shows that one in five Canadians are 
reporting experiencing an anxiety disorder, 
which is a rise of 15 percent since 2018… 

“Children and youth report an even 
higher percentage of anxiety disorders, 
about 22 percent.” 

Her ministerial mandate empowered 
Saks to launch the 988 suicide prevention 
line as of November 2023. It is available 
24/7, in English and French, and includes 
an indigenous service line. 

Amir of AMI-Quebec spoke on the 
emerging role of caregivers for those suf-
fering with mental illness. 

“As Rosemary Carter said years ago, 
‘There are only four kinds of people in the 
world: those who are helping caregivers, 
those who are currently caregivers, those 
who will be caregivers and those who will 
need a caregiver.’” 

Caregivers are, she said, forced to work 
an extra shift in addition to all their other 
duties and responsibilities. “They provide 

an average of 5.1 hours of care a day, which 
is almost the equivalent of a full-time job.” 

“Nearly one in five of the caregivers are 
over 65 years of age and also require care 
for themselves.” 

In the context of mental illness, it is 
often a lifelong responsibility, she said. 

As an organization, AMI-Quebec helps 
individuals to navigate the healthcare sys-
tem on behalf of their family member who 
are in crisis. 

Rabbi Lisa Grushcow, who is senior 
rabbi at Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom, 
observed, “Mental health is a huge societal 
and political issue, and it is also a commu-
nal and spiritual one. How do we support 
people who are suffering from mental ill-
ness, along with their families who are 
affected?... 

“When you break a leg, someone will 
bring you a casserole… 

“But if you are hospitalized for de -

pression, there tends to be a lot of silence 
and stigma. One of the roles that I think 
we can play as a religious institution and 
as a community is to help to open the con-
versation.”

From left: Jonathan Goldbloom, MP Anna Gainey, federal health minister Ya’ara Saks, Ella Amir, Patricia Lemoine Smith, Dr. David Goldbloom and 
Rabbi Lisa Grushcow. The annual Goldbloom family forum took place on June 2, and was hosted at Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom, which is located 
on Sherbrooke and Wood Ave.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Yard Work 

Yard work, garden cleaning, weeding, mulch 514-294-5562. 

Housekeeping Available 

Regular Residential Housekeeping, damage insurance $2,000,000, 
some availability for summer and fall 2024, professional service, 
free estimate Marie 514-290-1673. 

Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and 
 references provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763. 

Maine Summer Rental 

The world’s best beach! Just 3 weeks remain at a great rental at 
Goose Rocks Beach, Kennebunkport, Maine. Book 6/22-29, 
7/6-7/13 or 7/13-7/20 now and make this summer one to re-
member. 3-bedroom, 2-bath house with ocean and tidal river 
views, just 800 meters from the beach. Newly renovated kitchen, 
sleeps 11, fully equipped with canoe, 2 kayaks, stand-up paddle 
board, and 9 bicycles. The downstairs bunk room sleeps 4, has 
a pool table, Foosball and darts. The upstairs deck and grill ex-
tend your summer living outside. Contact Dennis Calcutt at 
(603) 491-0270 or dennis.calcutt@gmail.com. Visit our VRBO 
listing #1161659 to see pictures, but book with us directly for a 
discounted rate.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 

Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514 482-5267 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Police Report 

Owner to put down dog, police looking for 
victim after Summit Circle dog bite 
By Martin C. Barry 

Police at Station 12 on Stanton St. who 
are investigating a recent dog-bite incident 
on Westmount’s summit are waiting to 
hear from the victim after being informed 
by the owner that he intends to terminate 
the dog’s life. 

According to a summary of the incident 
on Summit Circle on June 15, the owner 
informed staff at Station 12 that he had 
adopted the dog some years before from a 
pet shelter where he worked. 

“Since he had the dog, and he had the 
dog around seven to eight years, it had 
bitten people, and this last time it was a 
serious bite where the victim went to the 
hospital,” said Station 12 community rela-
tions officer Cst. Mike Yigit, paraphrasing 
from the French-language report. 

He said the dog’s owner, who is not a 
Westmount resident, also called the animal 
shelter to inform them of his intentions to 
have the dog, an English mastiff, put down 
after this latest biting incident. 

According to Cst. Yigit, the dog’s owner 
did his due diligence by filing a dog-bite 
incident report. 

But in the meantime, he added, the in -
vestigators were still waiting as of last week 
to hear from the victim so they could com-
plete their report. 

Car on tow truck, driver on sidewalk 

A few Westmounters witnessed an 
unusual early morning incident on June 
20 at the corner of Redfern Ave. and St. 
Catherine St., where a car was being towed 
away while the apparent owner lay in a dis-
tressed state on his side on the nearby side-
walk. 

According to Station 12 incident reports, 
a tow truck operator mandated to remove 
vehicles under provisions of Quebec’s 
Code de sécurité routière (CSR) for traffic 
offenses was active at the intersection at 7 
am that day. 

When asked why the car in question 
was being towed, Yigit said it was not for 
a criminal offense, although he confirmed 
that CSR tow trucks do routinely remove 
cars whose owners have outstanding 
unpaid traffic tickets. 

Another Jaguar stolen 

Although just one car theft appears in 
Station 12’s incident summaries last week, 
it was a make of high-end vehicle that has 
been reported stolen in Westmount at least 
four times since late last year. 

A woman who parked her Jaguar F-Pace 
SUV in her driveway on Upper Roslyn Ave. 
on June 17 woke up the following morning 
to see that it was no longer there. 

According to Westmount Independent 
news files, during the early morning hours 
last September 23, a Jaguar F-Pace was also 
stolen from a parking spot near the corner 
of Upper Roslyn and Sunnyside avenues 
in upper Westmount. 

As well, during the early morning hours 

last September 27, another Jaguar F-Pace 
was stolen off a nearby street, also in West-
mount. 

Records also show that a Jaguar F-Pace 
was stolen on January 21 this year from a 
parking spot near the corner of Forden and 
Montrose avenues. And on March 19, a Jag-
uar F-Pace was stolen in broad daylight 
from a private driveway on Claremont Ave. 

Scooter stolen 

While stolen vehicle reports usually in -
volve cars, a motor scooter was reported as 
stolen outside a Westmount home on June 
17. 

The owner, a resident of St. Antoine St. 
in lower Westmount, filed a complaint at 
Station 12 that his Taiwanese PGO Scooter 
had been parked on the street and disap-
peared during the night. 

Bike stolen, bike left 

Finally, another warning to bicycle 
owners that since summer is high season 
for bike thefts, a measure of prevention in 
the form of a lock is best. 

Some Lansdowne Ave. residents filed a 
complaint about a curious bike theft inci-
dent around 7 pm on June 16, when a thief 
apparently left behind his or her own set 
of wheels, while stealing the complain-
ant’s. 

According to the report, the owners had 
left a bike unlocked and unsupervised for 
a time in a driveway. When they returned, 
the bike was gone, but another unfamiliar 
bicycle was lying on the sidewalk a short 
distance away. 

Cst. Yigit speculated that the thief, while 
driving by on a bike, may have spotted the 
unsecured bicycle and decided on the spur 
of the moment to steal it, leaving behind 
their own bike.

We welcome 
your letters 

We welcome your letters but reserve the 
right to choose and edit them. Please 
limit to 300 words and submit before 

Friday 10 am to be considered for 
publication the following week. 

email us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com



Dante the Pomie in need 

A small Pomeranian type guy, Dante 
has landed in the Montreal SPCA kennel, 
with the big dogs of summer abandon-
ment. He is a delightful black puffball, 
with a white muzzle and tan markings as 
well. 

An active and affectionate six-year-old, 
he is up to date with his inoculations, neu-
tered and microchipped. He is available for 
humanitarian adoption, as a reduced-fee 
adoption placement. Dante is beyond cute, 
intelligent and loves to play. 

Please refer to the Montreal SPCA web-
site at www.spca.com, scroll to his informa-
tion page by his identification number, 
2000144979, and consult the opening-hour 
schedule to plan your visit to the shelter. 

They are open seven days a week, from 
3 pm to 8 pm from Monday to Friday, as 
well as 11 am to 6 pm Saturday and Sun-
day. 

The Montreal SPCA is located at 5215 
Jean Talon St. West, Côte des Neiges, Mon-
treal, H4P 1X4. Adoption coordinators are 

there for visits and information to facilitate 
the adoption process with you as soon as 
possible. Please drop by the shelter to visit 
little Dante and bring him back with you 
to a family environment in our neighbour-
hood. He will then join our most beloved 
Westmount dogs of summer and never 
look back on his past. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Saving little Blondie 

Blondie is a young caramel tabby beauty 
with a tiny face and huge eyes. A year-and-
a-bit old, she was born outside and sur-
vived by the hands that fed her. 

The precarious phase of her life stopped 
when she was caught and taken in for gen-
eral vetting, vaccinations and spaying. She 
did very well and she is now ready for a for-
ever home. 

There was urgency to help Blondie, as 
she had a litter of tiny kittens, which has 
also been taken in for foster until they are 
old enough to place. 

Blondie had two perfect ears, yet as an 
outdoor cat her ear was cut when she was 
spayed to mark that she was from the 
woods and is now sterilized. You will be 
pleased to know that this little mommy is 
convalescing and eating well. 

She is a beauty who needs a loving 
family environment, something we agree 
that she should have as any other cat. 

Please adopt Blondie for her to have the 
best family life ever. She is very healthy, 
has had her inoculations and treatments, 
and is just out of spay surgery. 

Please consider her for a family as soon 
as possible and contact our neighbour 
Francine at 514.637.5411 for more informa-
tion and additional photographs. You can 
make a difference in precious Blondie’s 
life, so that love and the comforts of home 
be hers through you. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne
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9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

Rabbi Goldscheider talks Torah United 
By Jennifer Ball 

With his new book Torah United, Rabbi 
Aaron Goldscheider works to educate 
readers about the impact Rabbi Rav Avra-
ham Yitzchak Kook, Rabbi Joseph B. Solo-
veitchik and the Hassidic masters made in 
rabbinical spheres. 

Previously, Rabbi Goldscheider wrote 
The Night That Unites (Haggadah) and The 
Light That Unites (Hanukah) companion. 
Both books are available in Hebrew. 

He was invited to offer teachings from 
Torah United by the Congregation Shaar 
Hashomayim when it hosted its second 
annual day of learning event on May 5. 

The Shaar learning centre was set up 
just 18 months ago and the theme for the 
day was “Nurturing Hope: Israel and 
Judaism.” It is found at 450 Kensington 
Ave. 

‘Many roads to truth’ 

Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, execu-
tive vice president of Orthodox Union, who 
published the book, writes “Dear reader, 
you are about to discover one of the central 
features of our Torah. There are many 
roads to truth, but ultimately all those 
roads lead to a common conclusion. That 
conclusion is ably summed up by King 
David, who declares in Psalm 19: “The 
Lord’s Torah is perfect, refreshing the 
soul...” 

On the pages of Torah United, Rabbi 
Goldscheider tells of the impact Rabbi Rav 
Avraham Yitzchak Kook, Rabbi Joseph B. 
Soloveitchik and the Hassidic masters 
made in rabbinical literature. 

Rabbi Kook is today considered the first 
chief rabbi of Israel, and Rabbi Gold-
scheider drew out his insights and applied 
them as teachings to unpack what Jews are 
going through today as Israel remains 
locked in a war, without an end in sight. 

“There is no Israel yet,” Rabbi Gold-
scheider said to place Rabbi Kook in a his-
torical framework, “he dies in 1935, so he 
is the first chief rabbi of Palestine… 

“…Rabbi Kook sees the importance of 
living in the land of Israel, this centrality 
in the life of the Jewish people… 

“…I open the Torah and I see that God 
is always talking about Israel and if God 
loves Israel so much, I love Israel as well.” 

‘Many ways to approach Torah’ 

Rabbi Dr. Ari Berman, president of 
Yeshiva University, introduced the work of 
non-fiction. “There are many ways to 
approach the text of the Torah. Some mine 
for inspiration, others focus on psychologi-
cal insights, while others focus on the 
reverberation of the text throughout Jewish 
history… 

“In this remarkable work by my friend 
Rabbi Goldscheider, all three are woven 
together to form a seamless tapestry of 
Torah insight, depth, and history…” 

Rabbi Goldscheider holds American 
and Israeli citizenship. He received his rab-
binic ordination from Rabbi Isaac Elcha-
nan theological seminary of Yeshiva Uni-
versity. He served as spiritual leader in pul-
pits in Florida and New York before 
moving with his family to Jerusalem. 

He now serves as a faculty member at 
the Orthodox Union’s Israel Center and as 
editor of its weekly Torah publication. He 
directs the rabbinic leadership course at 
Yeshiva University’s Gruss Kollel in Jeru-
salem. 

He is often called in as a speaker at Jew-
ish pedagogical events where the Torah, 
Israel, community, Eretz Yisrael, family 
education, Halacha and the modern world 
are of utmost educational importance to 
the community.

The Congregation Shaar Hashomayim hosted 
its second annual day of learning event on May 
5, for which Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider delivered 
a lecture. The Shaar is found at 450 Kensington 
Ave.

The book Torah United, from which author Rabbi 
Aaron Goldscheider read. The book reading took 
place at the Congregation Shaar Hashomayim, 
which is found at 450 Kensington Ave. Photo 
taken May 5.



Hope, Love and Community – and models, skateboarders and poets 
Maison Alcan was recently transformed 

by an incredible fun fashion moment. It 
was organized by Paradis Urbain to raise 
money for UP House, a centre for psycho-
social rehabilitation for people living with 
long-term mental health conditions. 

“Hope, Love and Community” featured 

poets, singers, skateboarders and film-
makers, ensuring diversity in all its forms. 
Its success was due to the collaborative 
efforts of 69 dedicated volunteers, includ-
ing 25 volunteer models, and the creative 
contributions of Montreal fashion de -
signers, hairdressers and make-up artists. 

Some performers read poetry as they 
walked the runway; others modelled a 
range of outfits. 

The presentation was by fashion show 
producer Sophie Lanza. 

Guests’ attire ranged 
from backless black to bro-
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Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

David Hoppenheim and Devon Reid. Barbara and Phil Silverberg. Kenny Etinson and Sherri Kimmel. Cathy Dumais and Sterling Downey.

continued on p. 22
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cade jackets and patterned pyjama-style 
trouser suits. Shoes were sneakers: white 
and neon reigned. 

Organizing committee members of UP 
Beat were Paradis Urbain’s board president 
David Hoppenheim, board vp Sandra Dias, 
and senior director Devon Reid, along with 
Aline Yip, Dahna Weber, Ingrid de Raug-
laudre, Zoe Cousineau, John Compuesto, 
Sharleen Young, Madison Reid, Pierre 
Ragot, Athena Le-Tran, Anthony Johnson, 
Jennifer Estimé, Ashleigh Milord, Pam 
Blankfort, Sophie Lanza and DJ Christian 
Pronovost. UP House founders Barbara 

and Phil Silverberg welcomed guests. 
Sips and snacks were offered during 

cocktail hour. Noted during the eve were 
UP House executive director Alanna 
Devine, Sterling Downing, deputy mayor 
Montreal; Sherri and Eric Kimmel, Kenny 
Etinson and his wife Lyne Garfinkle, Susan 
Lazar Hart and Ricky Hart, Kenny Etinson, 
Sherri Kimmell, Saha and Anthony Rill, 
Claudia Bierman and William Graham, 
Arlene and Donald Devine, Joan and Skye 
Vogelesang, Marilyn Takefman and Alexis 
Levy and Nathaniel Devine. 

Major sponsors were The Eric and 
Sherri Kimmel Family Foundation (plati-
num) and Divco Foundation (gold).

Social notes, cont’d from p. 21
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Snuff Bottles

514.651.5235
REAL ESTATE BROKER
LORI SCHWARTZ

RE/MAX ACTION INC. 
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

INTRODUCING 
3435 PRUD’HOMME #14

Annual maintenance by a skilled and licenced technician will keep your gas-fired 
pool heater or heat pump working 
efficiently for many years to come.514-990-1346

CHAUFFAGE DIRECT INC. 
DIRECT HEATING INC.

Happy Canada Day!

Athéna Le-Tran, Mai Hosi, George Kheir, Marie-Lynn Koceyan, Catherine Riccio and Eliana Salloum.

Sandra Dias, Anthony and Saha Rill. Alanna Devine.
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Jean Paul Riopelle
Sans titre
Painted in 1950

Toronto
190 Davenport Road
416.233.0339

Montreal
t1448 Sherbrooke Stree  West

514.284.9339
fwww.klinkhofff.ca
finfo@klinkhofff.ca

Painted in 1950
Oil on linen canvas
33 1/8 x 39 3/8 in (84 x 100 cm)

View more 
details & images
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

Westmount
25 BELLEVUE AV.

Westmount
6 FORDEN AV.

Ville-Marie
3940 CH.DE LA CÔTE-DES-NEIGES,#A52

Mont-Tremblant
1470 RUE LABELLE

$6,850,000

INCREDIBLE VIEWS

$1,395,000 $1,225,000

PANORAMIC VIEWS SHORT TERM RENTAL

NEW

NEW NEW

$4,195,000

4 3 + 1 2

PRIME
LOCATION

2 42 + 1 21 2

4 3 + 1 13 2

10


