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Set the example: Dufour of city’s new enviro. committee 

Why not choose ‘green’ option for new roof? 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A resident member of the city’s new 
committee on environment and sustain-
ability asked city council August 5 why the 
city did not specify a reflective “white roof” 
as an environmental replacement option 
for the new one it is contracting for a Pub-
lic Works garage. 

“This would have cost the same,” 
Richard Dufour, of Anwoth, suggested dur-
ing the question period. As a regular ques-
tioner at council sessions, this was the first 

one he had asked as one of the five resi-
dents who had been appointed July 2 to the 
city’s new committee (see story July 9, p. 4). 

“We’ll get back to you,” Mayor Christina 
Smith told him. 

The contract was awarded to Groupe 
Pentagone at its bid price for $64,552 and 
a maximum of $74,219 though no other 
information was provided. 

The issue of “greening” in the permits 
system at Urban Planning and in connec-
tion with roof replacement 
had been a sustainability 

Happy Birthday, Eva! 

As seen on Hallowell last week. Photo: Veronica Redgrave.

continued on p. 10
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Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088

slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca
susanlloydleduc.com

sothebysrealty.ca Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

After long delays, work accelerates on apartment project 

Tree work, pile driving questioned 
by 500 Claremont’s neighbours 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Work at the construction site of a six-
storey residential building at 500 Clare-
mont building took a leap forward last 
week with accelerated work on a demoli-
tion permit. This began with pile driving 
for an underground garage that is to 
stretch south along Claremont Ave. from 
Windsor. 

Before this, much of what activity could 
be seen involved shoring up of existing 
portions of the 1908 institutional building. 
But last week, concerned neighbours ques-
tioned the intensity of the noise and vibra-

tion from recent pile driving as well as 
what appeared to be unexpected planned 
tree cutting on the south property line. 

“If these trees are removed, the resi-
dents of the (new) project will be able to 
look directly into our homes,” explained 
Frank Philpott of Claremont before any 
cutting. 

This referred to five large trees along 
the side of neighbouring houses that had 
been painted with orange markings and 
then numbered in yellow, suggesting they 
were to be cut down despite what had pre-
viously been stated. 

He said he had spoken continued on p. 10
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The Priory, SG-3 
Kells Academy, SG 4-5 
Lower Canada College, SG-6 
St. George’s, SG-7

Villa Sainte-Marcelline, SG-8 
Alexander von Humboldt, SG-9 
The Study, SG-10 
ECS, SG-11 

Sacred Heart, SG-12 
Selwyn House, SG-13 
Trafalgar, SG-14 
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Director McBain: Call 911 first for medical emergency 

Public Security tracks down man 
in respiratory distress 

By Laureen Sweeney 

A 79-year-old man in respiratory dis-
tress was taken to hospital by Urgences 
Santé September 1 from an apartment on 
Rosemount Ave., Public Security officials 
said. The man had called Public Security 
for help but without leaving an apartment 
number. 

Responding officers were able to find 
out on arrival through his name where to 
find him, and knocked on his apartment 
door, which he managed to open himself 
despite obviously having trouble breathing. 

The man was seated and when Urgences 
Santé arrived, oxygen was immediately 
administered to before he was transported 
to the Montreal General Hospital. 

The incident led to Public Security 
issuing a reminder to residents to immedi-
ately call 911 first for medical assistance, 
which will generate response by Urgences 
Santé. While this usually in turn involves 
Public Security, the first call should be to 
911, said department director Greg 
McBain. 

Illegal use of leaf blower 
brings ticket for $282 

A contractor was fined $282 when 
found using a gasoline-fired leaf blower 
September 2 to clean up grass clippings, 
Public Security officials said. Not only was 
he spotted using the prohibited equip-
ment, but the offence occurred on Labour 
Day, a legal holiday. 

Electric blowers are now permitted but 
only for spring clean-up and then not again 
until October 1 for cleaning up fall leaves 
(see story April 23, 2024, p. 3). 

The recent work was reported to have 
been spotted at 4643 Sherbrooke, just east 
of Lansdowne, at 12:33 pm, leading to the 
ticket.
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Griffintown | 1811 rue William #210 
400 sf PRIVATE TERRASSE 

Extra large corner unit with south-west exposure. 
Beautifully renovated large kitchen. 

Garage and locker included. 

MLS #22968958 | Asking $560,000

JUNE BAILY Real Estate Broker 

514.941.9105 june@junebaily.com 

junebaily.com Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest

RE/MAX ACTION Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave, Westmount, Qc H3Z 2A4 
514 933-6781

Sylv�e 
Lafren�ère 
514 895-7001

A splash of Colour, A hint of 
Humour …With Amazing Results

Call me now, to sell now!!

St Henri 

Affordable triplex directly on St-Henri 
Square with its fountain and mature 
trees. Fully rented. Top location. 
Sound investment. $985,000

Outremont (Adj.) Le Sanctuaire – gorgeous 
2-bedroom apartment on the 4th floor with 2 
balconies. Fully renovated with taste. Hardwood 
floors, new kitchen and bathrooms. $739,000 

Downtown living on peaceful Lusignan, one-
way street, only steps away from restaurants, 
shopping, museums, university, metro, REM, 
etc. 2 bedrooms, balcony, indoor garage, brand 
new everything! $648,000 

CDN Pied-à-terre condo close to private 
schools on Victoria Avenue. Loft style, very 
affordable at $289,000. 

Rosemont – Choice of 2-bedroom apartments 
starting at $320,000, fully renovated and 
available for immediate occupancy. 

Ile-Bizard Immaculate home on large, land -
scaped lot. Family-friendly street. Spotless and 
available for quick occupancy. $749,000 

sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

Team McGuigan Pepin 
MOVING YOU TOWARD YOUR DREAMS 

Celebrating 54 Years of Success 
in Montreal Real Estate

514 824-4457 
tim.mcguigan@royallepage.ca 

514 953.6234 
joan@mcguiganpepin.com 

McGuiganPepin.com

Let’s write 
your chapter 
of success 
together

Sept. 15’s Terry Fox 
‘run’ includes 
more than running 

The organizer of this year’s Terry 
Fox run in Westmount, Marina Carri-
caburu Ortiz, wanted people to know 
that the event includes more than run-
ning. 

“Unfortunately, some people think 
that because it is called a ‘run,’ it means 
that they have to run... [Everyone is] 
invited to run, walk or even just cheer 
for the runners/walkers. It is meant to 
be for everyone.” 

The event takes place Sunday, Sep-
tember 15 at 11 am at the Westmount 
Athletic Grounds behind Westmount 
High. 

Runners and walkers can register 
online at run.terryfox.ca/69779 or in 
person on the day of the event at 10 am. 
Carricaburu Ortiz can be reached at car-
ricaburu@hotmail.com.
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Fewer cigarette butts seen in Greene/Olivier alley 

Vago restaurant works to assuage neighbours, adds new waste bins 
By Jennifer Ball 

The alley between Greene Ave. and Oli-
vier Ave. between Sherbrooke and de Mai-
sonneuve is half commercial (Greene/east 
side) and half residential (Olivier/west 
side). It recently slid back into being a sani-
tary concern for at least three Olivier Ave. 
residents after two years of marked im -
provement (see July 9, p. 18 and April 26, 
2022, p. 5). 

When Shaun Turriff, who is a minority 

shareholder and the general manager of 
Vago, spoke with the Independent on June 
28, he indicated that the situation would 
be remedied and that the state of the 
dwindling blue (recycling) and black (gar-
bage) bins was due to city contractors 

breaking them. 
He was true to his word. On September 

4, the exterior of Vago restaurant in the 
alley between Greene Ave. and Olivier Ave. 
displayed an additional three new black 
bins and five new blue bins. None of these 

new bins had broken or missing lids. 
On September 5, there were also con-

siderably fewer cigarette butts in the lane 
than on June 28, which is something that 
had also irritated the three Olivier Ave. resi-
dents.

Black (garbage) and blue (recycling) bins photographed September 5 in the alley between Greene Ave. and Olivier Ave. south of Sherbrooke.

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles
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Police Report 

Police conducting school-zone 
safety blitz in the coming weeks 
By Martin C. Barry 

While police at Station 12 report having 
fewer criminal incidents to deal with in 
Westmount in recent weeks, they expect 
to be busier for much of the remainder of 
this month conducting a road-safety blitz 
near schools where students are back after 
the summer holiday period. 

During this time, many drivers who are 
insufficiently aware of the campaign 
under taken by the police in September for 
three to four weeks often end up scoring 
their only demerit points of the year after 
being ticketed for speeding through 30 
km/h school zones. 

However, speeding is just one of several 
school zone safety infractions that the 
police will be watching for closely up to 
September 28, according to Station 12 
 community relations officer Cst. Mike 
Yigit. 

“I am sure that anybody who has been 
driving near school zones has noticed a lot 
of police presence lately,” he said, noting 
that officers and squad cars will be most 

visible during morning student drop-offs 
and afternoon pick-ups. 

They’ll also be on the lookout for things 
like double-parking outside schools, hand-
held cell phone use while at the wheel of a 
vehicle, and illegal left-hand turns during 
prohibited periods. 

Although officers were handing out 
warning tickets during the first week, regu-
lar tickets will be issued for the rest of the 
month, added Yigit. 

Attempted entry 

According to Station 12’s database of 
reported incidents, there was only one 
occurrence of criminal activity on West-
mount’s territory in recent weeks: an 
attempted forced entry. 

On August 31 around 4:30 in the after-
noon, security cameras at a home on Grove 
Park between Clarke and Mountain 
avenues spotted a potential intruder behav-
ing suspiciously while on the property. 

According to Cst. Yigit, the owners were 
away at the time, and a 
friend or neighbour had continued on p. 10
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Thank you, PSO Michael 
I wish to thank Michael, a Westmount 

Public Security officer who works in the 
park, for his great kindness and help to me 
on Tuesday, August 20. He found me on 
Claremont Ave. in a panic looking for my 
husband, who had not turned up for a den-
tist appointment. 

Thanks to another man, we heard that 
he had fallen and had been taken off by 
ambulance. Michael accompanied me back 
to Liz, where I live, and helped me find 
what emergency room my husband was in. 
Then he called three more times to see 
how my husband was doing. 

Many thanks to you, Michael! 
Mary Martha Guy, NDG 

Please stop the 
Claremont triangle pilot 

We would like to thank Councillor 
[Elisabeth] Roux, the councillor for District 
2, for her integrity and transparency in 
sharing at the August 5 city council meet-
ing that she opposed the Claremont 
triangle project. 

With respect to your August 20 inter-
view* of Councillor Peart, he references 
the WSP study (on Engage Westmount), 
as an open-ended question: “What would 
happen if we close the street?” On the 
contrary, the study revealed that West-
mount told WSP on April 7 that they 
planned to close the street and asked how 

this could be done. 
In [his p. 7 column in] your August 13 

edition, Councillor Peart advised that the 
current one-way southbound configuration 
“is not planned as a feature of any potential 
permanent design. Given the possibility of 
a shared athletic field at Marianopolis, city 
council would resist any permanent solu-
tion that restricts direct access from Clare-
mont.” He also advised publicly that Clare-
mont Ave. could be widened for such 
access, presumably cutting into the Clare-
mont triangle [green space from the west]. 
This possibility negates any putative green 
benefits from closing [the diagonal extend-
ing] NDG Ave. 

Given that to date the provincial grant 
for the synthetic soccer field referred to in 
resolution 2024-05-107 has not been 
awarded, it is uncertain if it will be, and 
therefore there is no partnership between 
Westmount and Marianopolis, we urge 
council to stop the pilot for safety reasons. 
The crosswalks are now dangerous for 
pedestrians and bicyclists, especially on 
Westmount Ave. where the city removed 
the stop sign. We should only examine 
closing NDG Ave., widening Claremont 
and cutting into the park [i.e. the triangular 
green space] if the soccer field project goes 
forward and there is an Environmental 
Assessment as per the city’s commitment 
in its May 6, 2024 resolution. We need to 
ensure that any solution secures safety at 
crosswalks with stop signs that protect 

pedestrians and bicyclists. 
Shona and Richard Meltzer, 

Claremont Ave. 
Editor’s note: *For clarity, we did not inter-
view Councillor Peart. Our coverage in that 
article was drawn from his remarks at the 
August 5 council meeting. – DP. 

Focus on recycling plastic, 
not distributing it as 
wheeled bins 

Get ready, Westmount, for the invasion 
of the wheeled blue box behemoths. They 
measure four foot high with lid, weigh 20 
kilos empty, and have a capacity of 360 
liters. These bins are being delivered to all 
detached and semi-detached dwellings by 
the end of the year. 

In contrast to city council’s recent Dra-
conian imposition of reduced  garbage-
collection services, they do deserve credit 
for at least allowing citizens a means to 
refuse these monsters and keep on using 
the old boxes. 

My family has been recycling in West-
mount since the 1980s – back in the days 
when we sorted it ourselves rather than the 
jumble that is presented to the sorting 
centres today. In all those years, we have 
never needed more than two standard blue 
boxes of 50 liters each. We always pro-
duced great wads of newsprint and, I add 
shamefully, a regular mountain of empty 
wine bottles (which should be dropped off 
at the SAQ as they do in Ontario, but that’s 
another issue). 

Now we are offered a bin with four 
times the weekly recycling capacity we 
need, even counting the Amazonian river 
of packaging that Jeff Bezos has inflicted 
on the world. 

And another thing. We always kept our 
two blue boxes in the basement. When not 
taking up space curbside, this [new] four-
by-three-by-two-foot Brobdingnagian blue 
bin would become an unavoidable visual 
feature in our garden, as we have no gar-
age. 

While lidded containers for recycling 
bins obviously make sense, it’s hard to see 
how grossly oversizing our recycling bins 
will increase our recycling rate. The sad 
fact is that barely one half of the plastics 
you put in your blue box actually gets re -
cycled (see my column in The Gazette of 
May 2 montrealgazette.com/opinion/
columnists/trent-islands-solid-waste-plan-
is-a-waste). 

Instead of introducing hypertrophy in 
collection containers – while an undoubt -
edly well-intentioned gesture – the city of 
Westmount should, along with other Mon-
treal municipalities, be focusing on the fate 
of recyclables – especially plastics – that 
are sent to the sorting plants. 

Peter F. Trent, Côte St. Antoine Rd. 
Editor’s note: Trent was the mayor of West-
mount from 1991 until 2001 and from 2009 
to 2017. – DP 

Busy Argyle/Côte St. 
Antoine intersection 
needs attention 

Westmount Public Security is wisely 
counselling parents to allow extra time and 
caution to access schools in construction 
zones (September 3, p. 3). I wish they would 
include Argyle Ave. and Côte St. Antoine 
as a permanently high-risk area. There are 
four schools within two blocks. Twice daily, 
traffic jams at this corner during school 
“rush hours” produce blocks long line-ups 
of cars, irritated honking drivers and 
multiple risks for children. 

Yesterday [September 6], while I was 
crossing Côte St. Antoine at Argyle, as kids 
were leaving school, three cars went 
through the intersection without stopping; 
and by my count, about 30 percent of cars 
turn left or right without signaling. I would 
hate to be a child trying to cross! 

Residents of this sector have been ask-
ing for years for safer and calmer access to 
this school zone. 

Will the city please address this before 
there is a tragedy? 

Patricia Riley, Argyle Ave. 

Introducing Westmount’s 
Environment and 
Sustainability Advisory 
Committee 

Westmount’s Environment and Sustain-
ability Advisory Committee has been 
active, meeting regularly to develop objec-
tives and metrics to ensure progress. Spe-
cifically, the committee will be making pol-
icy recommendations on the following: 
protecting and improving the quality of 
Westmount’s natural environment, flora, 
and fauna; the management of residual 
and waste materials and city operations; 
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Correction/new 
information: Montreal 
Design did not apply 
for city permit 

Contrary to the summary provided to 
the public meeting for a permit to install a 
rear patio door at 38 Anwoth (see August 
27, p. 5), while Montreal Design sold the 
owner the door in question at its store, it 
had no role in applying for any Westmount 
construction permit, nor in installing the 
door; nor any knowledge about the pro-
posed project. – DP.



the shift to renewable energy sources and 
reducing carbon emissions by and in the 
city; and measures to boost the city’s resil-
ience to the impacts of the climate crisis. 

The committee comprises experts from 
diverse and relevant fields. For instance, 
Ross Brown, a retired climatologist from 
Environment and Climate Change Canada, 
has published over 50 papers in the field 
of climate science, contributed to the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change 
assessment process, and worked for more 
than 10 years with the Ouranos consortium 
on climate change issues facing Quebec. 

Richard Dufour holds a BA in com-
munications and an MA in educational 
technology, specializing in needs assess-
ment and systematic program design. He 
also brings over 30 years of experience as 
a contractor-builder with a focus on sus-
tainable construction. 

Mira Katnick, a principal at the renown -
ed architectural firm Architem, is a LEED 
green associate, emphasizing eco-friendly 
building designs. 

Jessica Winton, an urban planning stu-
dent from Concordia, was awarded the 
prestigious Quebec lieutenant governor’s 
Youth Medal. She is recognized for her 
work on waste management at Concordia 
University and has presented at the Inter-
national Conference of Sustainable Devel-
opment. 

The committee also includes council 
representatives such as Matt Aronson, our 
commissioner for climate change and sus-
tainability. With a law degree from McGill, 
he brings critical problem-solving skills to 
address complex legal issues related to 
environmental policy. 

Councillor D’Amico, a chartered profes-
sional accountant with an MBA, is actively 
exploring the introduction of green ac -
counting in Westmount, a practice that in -
tegrates environmental factors into finan-
cial and economic analysis. 

This committee brings an impressive 

breadth of expertise to our community. 
While its members may not have all the 
answers, they are committed to consulting 
subject-matter experts when required. Ulti-
mately, they will provide council with a 
well-considered set of priority actions con-
sistent with the United Nations’ sustain-
able development goals for more liveable 
and climate-resilient cities. 

The committee’s mandate is not tied to 
the current term of our city’s elected coun-
cil. In fact, its mandate extends until Feb-
ruary 2026, ensuring continued engage-
ment and progress on environmental 
issues beyond the upcoming 2025 munici-
pal election. 

Richard Dufour, Environment 
and Sustainability Advisory 

Committee member 

Finding the real gold 
at the Olympics, Paralympics 

Watching the opening ceremony for the 
Olympic games in Paris left me with a feel-
ing of euphoria, a feeling I had to share 
with a group of friends that evening. 

However, I soon found out that not 
everybody had the same view. I was in -
form ed that there is too much corruption, 
too many cheats and that some athletes 
have somehow used their fame for too 
much financial gain. 

While I am sure that many of those 
claims are true, I can’t help thinking about 
the perseverance, the courage, the hard 
work, enthusiasm, the dealing with defeat 
and self-doubt that so many remarkable 
young people have experienced to finally 
make it to the world stage of the Olympics 
and Paralympics. 

I can’t help thinking about the parents 
of these young people who have sacrificed 
so much to support their child’s dream. 

I think about the concept of the Olym-
pics and Paralympics, where the best of the 
best from so many countries are marching 
into the stadium together, cheering, 

proudly bearing the flags of their country, 
all being part of this incredible event, and 
for a brief moment, politics and differences 
are taking backstage. 

I have faith in these young people, that 
they will form friendships, gain respect for 
our differences and appreciation for our 
sameness, and therefore they will help the 
world to become a better place for all. 

Doing my daily walks through West-
mount Park, by the pool, the tennis court, 
the YMCA, I watch children playing soccer, 
learning team play, learning to play by 
rules, learning to push themselves. At the 
tennis courts, I watch the players sweating 
it out, so focused, so intense. At the pool, 
I watch the swimmers, always fighting 
against time and perfecting their stroke to 
improve their personal best. 

I am grateful that our children have this 
great opportunity to participate in sports 
and to reach any level of competency they 
wish. I am grateful that in this country, 
people of all ages and physical ability have 
the wonderful opportunity to engage in 
and enjoy sports activities. 

I remember the little boy who lived with 
his single mom a few doors down from 
me, who always seemed to be running, 
doing summersaults, jumping over things 

and climbing trees. The little boy who was 
sponsored to attend for many years a gym-
nastics summer camp, and who was spon-
sored to join the gymnastics club. The boy 
who excelled and had his picture in the 
local paper because of the medals he won. 
The boy who enjoyed having friends, en -
joying life and doing what he loved best, 
gymnastics. 

I think of the growing boy who started to 
have a dream, who did well in school, who 
trained on weekends and after school, who 
disciplined himself to work towards the real-
ization of that dream, who was always look-
ing towards the next competition. 

I think of the teenage boy who had 
coaches that gave him “big brother” and 
“fatherly” guidance. 

I think of that young man who grad-
uated with high marks from high-school, 
who himself became a junior coach for 
little children, who worked as a camp coun-
sellor in the summer months, who never 
gave up even when the dream of becoming 
an Olympian was beyond his abilities. 

I think of that young man who used the 
mental and physical skills gained from 
sports to be driven to doing his best, who 
graduated with a univer-
sity education, who is now 

Letters to the editor
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

continued on p. 10



Candlelight vigil held in honour 
of six slain Israeli hostages 
By Jennifer Ball 

Montreal Jewish community 
members held a candlelight 
vigil to honour six dead Israeli 
hostages – men and women – 
whom it was always hoped 
would return home safely to 
their loved ones, but who were 
slain over a 48-hour period be-
tween August 31 and Septem-
ber 1. 

The vigil occurred for Ori 
Danino, Carmel Gat, Hersh 
Goldberg-Polin, Eden Yeru-
shalmi, Alexander Lobanov and 
Almog Sarusi, who were kid-
napped by Hamas during the 
October 7, 2023 attacks and 
whose bodies were recovered 
in the Rafah area of the Gaza 
Strip. 

The vigil took place on Sep-
tember 3 outside the Hall Build-
ing at Concordia University, 
where the adjacent mural of 
the late Leonard Cohen covers 
more than 1,000 square meters. 

Cohen – who grew up in Westmount – 
often depicted himself as a soldier in art 
and life, and he improvised the first ver-
sion of his 1974 song “Lover, Lover, Lover” 
for Israeli troops in the Sinai during the 
Yom Kippur War of 1973. 

Cohen’s grandfather, Lyon Cohen, was 
the longest serving president of West-
mount’s Congregation Shaar Hasho-
mayim. His first term was 1902 to 1907 and 
then he served again from 1914 until 1932 
(see September 20, 2022, p 15). 

Its current senior rabbi, Adam Scheier, 

its cantor Gideon Zelermyer and Professor 
Shai Davidai from Columbia University, 
who was in town to deliver a September 4 
talk, “Tackling anti-Semitism on campus 
and beyond,” at the Shaar, were at the 

event. 

Sitting shiva 

The vigil coincided with 
grieving families sitting shiva 
in Israeli. There were six 
candles lit for the six dead but 
Rabbi Scheier added, “In Ju-
daism, six candles means some-
thing: we light six candles for 
the six million [who died in 
the Holocaust]… 

“We don’t want to be here 
again. We stand here because 
our hearts have been broken 
again and again and again and 
again… 

“This is in the memory of 
the six hostages who were 
brutally kidnapped and ex -
ecuted in the worst way imagin -
able: as they were just about 
to be rescued.” 

Davidai is an Israeli citizen 
and an assistant professor of 
management at Columbia Uni-
versity business school. 

He spoke with the Indepen-
dent before the vigil and said, 

“It is our time as a community to come 
together to support each other and to show 
the world that enough is enough.” 

He wanted the gathered mourners, a 
large and peaceful cohort, to understand 
that “this is not an Israeli issue. This is a 
Jewish issue.” 

He referenced a rising tide of anti-
Semitism – which, according to a Global 
News investigation based on documents, 
interviews and figures compiled from 
Canadian police forces, appears to be dra-
matically surging since the October 7 
Hamas attack on Israel. 

“What we are seeing in Canada, in the 
United States and across the world is so 
horrific,” Davidai said. 

“We need to make it clear to the world 
that we are not going anywhere and this 
needs to be solved.” 

Reuben Joshua Poupko is a Canadian-
American Orthodox rabbi. He has served 
as spiritual leader of the Beth Israel Beth 
Aaron Congregation synagogue in Mon-
treal since 1986. 

Rabbi Poupko told the Independent in 
an interview before the vigil that “it is the 
moral obligation of every decent person to 
respond with outrage and to gather to 
remember the victims… 

“…every rally that has taken place since 
October 7, every single one, the victims 
have been central in how we gathered and 
what we spoke about.”
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514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

SERVING WESTMOUNTERS 
WITH OUTSTANDING 

SERVICE AND WORKMANSHIP 
FOR 35+ YEARS!

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS
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Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

The downtown mural of Leonard Cohen, as seen 
above the candlelight vigil that took place on 
September 3 outside the Hall Building at Con-
cordia University on September 3.
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yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

OLD MONTREAL 
60 DE BRESOLES #309 
Beautiful condo/loft nestled in Old 
Montreal. Boasting a bright and airy 
ambiance, this unit offers the perfect 
blend of convenience and tranquility, 
with its central location amidst shops 
and restaurants, yet tucked away on 
a quiet street. MLS 16670039 $649,000

New Price

CHAUFFAGE DIRECT INC. 
DIRECT HEATING INC.

Extend your pool season with repairs or maintenance, 
of your gas fire pool 
heater, or heat pump. 514-990-1346

Placed! Seeded! 

The two paving stones that were on the front lawn of Victoria Hall for much of August (at the least, 
see August 27, p. 13) have been placed, as seen September 4. The dead grass in the foreground is 
where one of them stood. The spot has been seeded. Photo: Independent.
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Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

Arborists you can trust
Expert Tree Services in Montreal and  
the West Island since 1992. Over the years, 
we have built a reputation for superior 
results and great customer service to 
residential and commercial customers.

• Pruning
• Dead Wooding
• Tree and Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal and Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling and Bracing

514 831-8733  Emergency Work 24/7

PREVENTATIVE TREATMENTS

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

KNOWLTON 

4700 sq.ft. concrete home 
5 bedrooms 31⁄2 baths – 10 ft. ceiling 

11⁄2 acres of manicured land 
$898,000 – MLS # 21162209 

Melissa@groupemackay.com 
450 328 5894 | 514 884 6850

with the city’s Urban Planning department 
September 4, whose email reply was that, 
“There is currently an application for tree 
cutting for 500 Claremont under review. 
Several of the trees on the site will be 
approved to be taken down as they are in 
the path that will lead to the road/driveway 
to the underground parking facilities.” 

Philpott recalled that Julia Gersovitz, as 
chair of the city’s Planning Advisory Com-
mittee (PAC) some seven years ago, had 
stated at an original presentation meeting 
that “no trees should be removed.” 

Developer Gideon Pollack told the Inde-
pendent last week, however, that he was 
“not aware of any neighbours upset about 
trees but in the event that they are, they 
should feel free to refer their concerns to 
the city. We are only removing trees that 
are either in our landscaping plan or that 
have been found to be in the way of con-
struction. As per the [city] by-law, certain 
trees within close proximity of construc-
tion are allowed to be removed.” 

Asked for a projected timeline for com-
pletion of the project, Pollack said that at 
this stage when “the period of time that a 
construction project is below grade and 
starting excavation is the most uncertain. 
Until we’re out of the ground and able to 
control the timeline, I really prefer not to 
speculate on when we will be finished. 

“I’m truly hoping we don’t incur any 
unforeseen delays.” 

Tree crews were observed at work Sep-
tember 6. 

The long saga of the project resulted 
mainly from its development as non-con-
forming to the current zoning. Its devel-
opment has been through many meetings, 
versions, delays, revised schedules and iter-
ations involving the COVID pandemic, 
several public consultations, a referendum 
process and demolition meetings. 

The institutional building, classified by 
the city as Category 2 in heritage value, has 
been presented as providing high-end 
apartments.

500 Claremont, cont’d from p. 1

been delegated as caretaker. 
But the cameras recorded images of an 

unknown individual trespassing onto the 
property, after which he was also seen try-
ing to forcibly open doors as well as a rear 
window. 

Local officer bitten by suspect 

Cst. Yigit himself recently became part 
of an incident report after he was injured 
while making an arrest in Cabot Square on 
Atwater Ave. just outside Westmount. 

In addition to his responsibilities as Sta-
tion 12’s community relations officer, Yigit 
has long been a foot patrolman along 
stretches of St. Catherine St., as well as in 
Cabot Square in the city of Montreal. 

Around 10 am on August 27 while out 
on a patrol, he and a second officer spotted 
someone who appeared to be a fugitive in 
the midst of a crowd of street people who 

were gathered near the corner of Atwater 
and St. Catherine. 

They recognized him from a photo that 
had been published with a Canada-wide 
warrant for his arrest. 

“He ran away, we chased him and I hap-
pened to be a little quick,” said Yigit. “I 
caught up to him. I wrestled him to the 
ground. And while I had him on the 
ground and I was waiting for my back-up 
to arrive, he bit my hand.” 

He said the pain from the bite wasn’t 
nearly as hard to endure as some of the 
medical treatment afterwards, which in -
cluded rounds of antibiotics and anti-
retroviral medication to safeguard against 
infection and potential HIV transmission. 

“That was heavy on my system – that 
really weighed me down,” he said of the 
experience, even though it was only for a 
few days.

Police report, cont’d from p. 5

issue proposed by District 5 candidate Liz 
McCallum during the 2021 municipal 
 election. 

This had followed her own frustrating 
efforts to install a white (reflective) roof on 
the “leaky” roof of the Category 1-rated “rail-
way cottage” of her house on St. Cath erine 
as had been recommended by two contrac-
tors (see story February 9, 2021, p. 4). 

While the city’s building guidelines 
stated that “the city advocated for cool roof 
design and sourcing for flat roofs,” in Mc -
Callum’s case, it had been explained that  
the roof was sloped.

New roof, cont’d from p. 1 a responsible father, who continues to be 
a leader in the community, who is giving 
back. 

Yes, there are many flaws in the organ-
ization and execution of such an immense, 
worldwide endeavour as the Olympics. 

It is an endeavour that has survived the 
same challenges the world has: wars, 
murder, political propaganda, bullying and 

dishonesty. 
While the Olympics’ underbelly may be 

flawed……it is organized, managed and 
executed by humans. We are flawed. 

But the spirit of the Olympics, that 
which represents our dreams and ability 
to succeed, is not flawed. 

It is pure gold. 
Heidy Vermeulen, Metcalfe Ave. 

Letters to the editor, cont’d from p. 7

Two tree crews at work simultaneously at 500 Claremont on September 6. Photo: Independent.
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WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
Heads up! It's back to school

What does this mean? 

Maybe local students will be so well educated this year that they will be able to tell us. As seen on 
Clarke near St. Catherine September 6. Photo: Independent. 

Open houses of the 
Independent’s School Guide 
Most schools have some sort of registration 
recommended or required. Please check to 
see if registration is necessary before attend -
ing. Also, many schools have other ways or 
events to see their schools. Inquire! – WI. 

Tuesday, September 17 
Selwyn House, 8:30 am (kindergarten) 
Thursday, September 19 
LCC, 9:15 am to 11:45 am & 5 to 8 pm 

(grade 7) 
Saturday, September 21 
LCC, 9 am to 4 pm (grade 7) 
ECS, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 

(elementary & senior) 
Tuesday, September 24 
The Study, 8:30 am to 10 am 

(elementary) 
Wednesday, September 25 
The Study, 8:30 am to 10 am 

(senior school) 
The Study, 5 pm to 7:45 pm 

(elementary & senior school) 
Thursday, September 26 
St. George’s (high school), 5 pm to 8 pm 
Friday, September 27 
Sacred Heart, 9 am to 11 am 

& 1 pm to 3 pm 

Saturday, September 28 
St. George’s (high school), 9 am to 2 pm 
Tuesday, October 1 
ECS, 6 pm to 8 pm (senior school) 
Thursday, October 3 
Selwyn House, 8:30 am (kindergarten) 
Saturday, October 5 
Villa Ste. Marcelline, 10 am to 3 pm 
Alexander von Humboldt, 10 am to 2 pm 
Tuesday, October 8 
ECS, 9:45 am to 11 am (kindergarten) 
Wednesday, October 9 
Trafalgar, 3 pm to 7:30 pm 
Sacred Heart, 9 am to 11 am & 5 pm 

to 7 pm 
Kells, 9 am (elementary) & 7 pm 

(high school) 
Tuesday, October 15 
Kells (grade 12), 7 pm 
Thursday, October 17 
St. George’s (elementary), 8 am to 11 am 
Saturday, October 19 
St. George’s (elementary), 9 am to 2 pm 
Sunday, October 20 
The Priory, 10 am to 12 noon 
Wednesday, October 23 
The Priory, 9:30 am to 11:30 am 
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Back-to-school means adapting to traffic changes 

Above, the closed “diagonal” of the Claremont-NDG Ave.-Westmount Ave. triangle would appear to be causing traffic back to Decarie Blvd., as seen September 5, although the Independent did not 
(and was not able to) monitor how it looked pre-closure. Traffic using the entryway into and from Villa Maria, below left, adds to the volume. At bottom right is the view north towards Marianopolis 
and the triangle, as seen from where Westmount Ave. meets Claremont. The diagonal’s closure is a pilot project by the city. Photos: Independent.

Looking west down NDG Ave. and into NDG from the top of Claremont.

On NDG Ave. in NDG, looking northwest 
at the entrance to Villa Maria.

On Claremont, looking northeast at Marianopolis and 
the turn to Westmount Ave. on the right of the picture.
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The advantages of the 1-year Kells Academy Grade 12 program are well recognized. 
Our students graduate with an Ontario grade 12 diploma (OSSD) and are accepted 
to universities around the world, including Quebec. 
Students can choose from five program streams: 
• Science and Engineering     • Commerce        • Social Science 
• Health Science                        • Computer Science 
Full-day, in-person classes from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Personalized attention, customized programs and 
smaller group settings. Devoted staff provide guidance 
and support for the university application process. 
Our school proudly partners with VHS (Virtual High 
School - Accredited by the Ontario Ministry of education)

Visit us at our Open House 
Date: October 15, 2024 Time 7:00 PM

Grade 12 at Kells 
a CEGEP Alternative

Kells Academy 
6645 De Maisonneuve West, Montreal, Quebec, H4B 1T1 
Tel.: 514-485-8565 kadmin@kells.ca 
www.kells.ca
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Lower Canada College, a 
leading school in Canada, has 
developed an international 
reputation. The school’s red 
brick buildings and expansive 
playing fields provide a setting 
where generations of leaders 
have been nurtured and gone 
on to attend some of the world’s 
great universities. 

While some of its most 
beloved traditions endure, 
LCC never seems to rest on 
its laurels. Always casting an 
ambitious eye on the future, 
the school has shown a 
commitment to innovative 
approaches to education, 
adapting curricula, the 
continuous training of its 
teachers and expansion of its 
top-tier facilities. Keeping pace 
with these priorities is a focus 
on inclusivity, making sure that 

LCC is a welcoming place where 
students of all kinds will flourish. 

Academic excellence and a 
dedication to sport are matched 
by a wide array of opportunities 
in community service, clubs and 
activities, ensuring that the 
interests and potential of all 
students will be served. There 
are numerous avenues to 
explore, including those related 
to social justice, cultural 
understanding, and sustainable 
global leadership. For example, 
members of the Coalition of 
Racial Equality club discuss 
global events, and collaborate 
with other student groups on 
school initiatives, such as 
Orange Shirt Day and Black 
History Month. In activities 
like debating and Model UN, 
students not only hone their 
communications skills, but also 

learn multiple points of view. 
At a time when schools across 

North America often struggle to 
maintain support for the arts, 
LCC continues to believe that 
creative expression is integral 
to students’ growth and 
development. A flourishing 
music department, thriving 
visual arts program, and 
diverse theatre arts outlets 
offer countless possibilities 
for discovery. A dedicated 
Fab Lab and a keen focus on 
design gives students a chance 
to step away from books and 
screens and create real-world, 
tangible work. 

Meanwhile, a growing 
recognition of the different ways 
in which individual students 
acquire knowledge has resulted 
not only in a bustling Learning 
Enrichment and Development 

(LEAD) Centre that has six full-
time staff members, but also 
the integration of various 
learning strategies, time-
management skills and executive 
functioning profiles throughout 
the curriculum and at all grade 
levels. Whatever their learner 
profile, all LCC students will 
find that paths to success 
are beckoning. 

With students originating 
from nearly 40 countries and 
speaking as many languages, 
LCC offers a world of 
opportunity. From kindergarten, 
through Middle School and all 
the way to its International 
Baccalaureate Diploma 
Programme and lauded 
Pre-University year, the 
LCC experience is designed 
to welcome its students into a 
vibrant community of learners.

At LCC, All Are Included
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To meet the increasing demand 
and to offer high quality 
education to more girls, 
La Villa Sainte-Marcelline 
on Upper Belmont Ave. has 
doubled the number of 
preschool and elementary 
school classrooms for the 
2024-2025 school year and 
maintains an excellent student-

teacher ratio at all levels, from 
kindergarten to grade 11. 

La Villa offers a warm, family-

like environment where each 
girl can develop her full 

potential and make friends for 
life. She can explore the world 
through international travel, 
strong general culture, foreign 
languages (Spanish and 
German), native level in 
English, in addition to a very 
solid mastery of the French 
language and culture.  

With La Villa’s exceptional 

music program, your daughter 
will be able to nurture her 
passion for her instrument, 
perform in recitals, attend 
special events and enjoy one-
on-one lessons during her 
regular school hours. This year 
we are proud to be celebrating 
our 50-year partnership with 
l’École de musique de Verdun 
which has allowed us to foster 
and grow our excellent music 

program and train generations 
of young musicians. 

La Villa’s many extra-curricular 
sports teams have a spot for 
your daughter! In grades 5 
and 6 she can be part of 
our junior sports teams. 
In secondary school, she can 
join the basketball, badminton, 
volleyball, flag football, hockey 
or swimming teams, among 
others, and proudly represent 
the school in RSEQ tourna -
ments. In our small school, your 

daughter can make the team 

and play a leadership role! 

If your daughter is involved in 
more intensive sports, dance 
or music programs outside the 
school, she can benefit from 
the PEP program (personalized 

study program) which allows 
her to complete the enriched 
curriculum of La Villa while 
practicing her sport or activity 
thanks to an adapted schedule. 

La Villa is resolutely 

moving towards the future. 

Your daughter can be 

part of the journey!  

COME DISCOVER 
LA VILLA 

ON 5 OCTOBER, 
BETWEEN 

10 am and 3 pm

Westmount’s only 
private all-girls 
French-language 
school is thriving!
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Back-to-school means dealing with still-underway construction 

Above, major work on Upper Lansdowne north of Sunnyside precludes the roadway’s use by vehicles, although the sidewalks are done, as seen September 5 (all photos). Below, accessing Villa Ste-
Marcelline (where Upper Belmont terminates at Lansdowne Ridge) is made more difficult by this closure of the closest part of Upper Lansdowne and the changing of Upper Belmont in this section 
to one way north. Photos: Independent.

Looking north at Upper Lansdowne from Sunnyside.

On Upper Belmont at Devon, looking south at Upper Belmont. On Sunnyside, looking north at Upper Belmont.
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Guest column 

What public school is required to provide 
and what you are responsible for buying 
The Independent received this press 
release from EPCA Quebec (English 
Parents’ Committee Association) on 
September 5, which has been lightly 
edited for presentation here. It applies 
to public schools. 

As the new school year approaches, you 
should anticipate receiving an invoice for 
the items required for the year along with 
a letter from the school. It’s critical that you 
are aware of the responsibilities that fall 
on you as a parent and the school. 

As per the Education Act, EPCA offers 
a clear explanation of the sections below. 

Parents must buy… 
“Materials that are used for personal use 

and personal organization,” such as pens, 
pencils, paper, pencil cases, backpacks, 
binders, school uniforms (if applicable, 
specific conditions apply), and clothing for 
physical education, etc., can be broadly cat-
egorized as items that parents are respon-
sible for. 

In essence, parents are responsible for 
items that are not re-usable and cannot be 
brought back to the school. See details 
below on the grey areas for parents’ re -
sponsibility. 

Schools must provide… 
Items that can be used by multiple stu-

dents and must be returned to the school 
at the end of the school year cannot be 
charged to parents. For example, if a text-
book is needed for a class, the school must 
provide it in full or in part (printed pages), 
[along with] technology supplies, goggles, 
safety gear, balls, rackets, and more. 

Be aware. There are some exceptions! 
Although the school may request that 

the parent pay for supplies for personal 
use, and they may suggest a colour of a 
duo-tang or the style of pencil or even a 
binder with pockets, it is not permitted to 
force the parent to purchase a specific 
brand or from a specific supplier. 

Uniforms 
This rule is also applicable to school 

uniforms. 
Indeed, alternative options must be pro-

vided when school uniforms are sup-
plied/manufactured by a single company. 
For example, the school could establish 
uniform style and colour standards (e.g., 
long-sleeved, shorts, blue, skirts, pants et 
cetera), and provide a crest with the school 
logo to be affixed to the garment purchased 
by the parent at a reasonable cost. 

In all cases, if the parent is required to 

pay a fee, it must reflect the actual cost of 
the purchase; the school cannot profit from 
the sale of crests. 

Free 
Are you familiar with the regulation 

regarding free instructional materials and 
who it applies to? 

According to Article 10 of the Education 
Act: Regulations governing free use of 
teaching materials and certain financial 

contributions that may be required, items 
specified in the minister’s budget, such as 
tissue paper and health and hygiene prod-
ucts, must be supplied by the school. 

ALSO!!! Any educational materials, 
such as teaching aids, that are required for 
the implementation of activity programs 
and/or the teaching of a curriculum must 
also be provided free of charge, including: 

Protective gear, including helmets, safety •
glasses, and hairnets, 
Art supplies: paint, pastels, clay, model -•
ling clay, et cetera, 
Technological tools like headphones, lap-•
tops, and graphing calculators. 

Invoices required 
“Every financial contribution required 

for a service for an activity, for material to 
which the right of free use does not apply 
or for the supervision of students at lunch 
time must be the subject of a clear and 
detailed invoice.” 

In other words, the school must provide 
you with a clear invoice detailing what each 
item is used for and the exact cost to sup-
port it. 

“Where a voluntary contribution or a 
donation is requested, no amount related 
to it may be included in the total indicated 
on the invoice.” It is the governing board 
of each school that must review and ap -
prove the school supplies list, and they 
must inform the school of the approved 
itemized list. 

Locks 
What about the padlocks? It depends. 
If the school does not provide padlocks 

(combination locks), you will likely have to 
purchase your own. However, if the school 
provides a lock (which is already installed 
on the locker), the parent will not be 
charged for it. In many cases, the school 
(high school) will offer the lock for pur-
chase, which is beneficial because they will 
have a key to access it if your child forgets 
their combination. However, you may be 
charged a security deposit if the lock is not 
returned by the end of the year. 

If you decide to buy your own combina-
tion lock, you should ask that this fee be 
taken off your bill when you return the bor-
rowed padlock to the school. 

Printing, photocopying: specific 
grey areas to be aware of 

It’s crucial that you verify the costs on 
the invoice to make sure you are paying 

the correct amount because the school can 
only bill for the actual cost of a good or ser-
vice. It is true that you should focus es -
pecially on the costs associated with photo -
copying and printing, particularly in high 
school. Photocopies of papers that students 
write, draw, or cut out may be printed and 
photocopied for a fee, but the cost should 
be specified according to the subject. 

Note that the parent can only be billed 
for documents that serve as a substitute for 
an activity or exercise book. 

Last but not least! 
No donation requests 

The invoice cannot include any in -
formation regarding the possibility or 
amount of a personal donation. It is never 
permitted to ask for donations! A parent 
should not feel obligated to make any 
donation; it ought to be voluntary. 

For you to understand exactly what is 
and is not applicable, the Ministry of Edu-
cation has provided a memory aid available 
at www.education.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/
site_web/documents/education/Aide-
memoire-gratuite-EN.pdf. 

You can also contact the EPCA’s by e-
mail (president@epcaquebec.org) or by 
chat on the website (epcaquebec.org). We’ll 
be happy to answer your questions or 
direct you to the right resources.

Expectations 
regarding school 
fees – A manual 
for parents

Your local commute 
– some city streets 
remain tricky 
As of late last week: 
Mountain: roadwork continues from 

Anwoth to Montrose but road is 
open, 

Upper Lansdowne: closed from Sun-
nyside to Lansdowne Ridge for 
roadwork. Temporary one-ways 
due to detours affect parts of Devon 
and Upper Belmont, 

Hillside Lane: work continues to close 
the Hillside entrance to West-
mount Athletic Grounds (WAG), 

Westmount High: work continues on 
its parking lot and a drop-off-only 
lane is open on St. Catherine in 
front of the school, 

Dorchester: work continues at Bruce 
Ave., closing both normal east-
bound lanes. One lane has been 
taken from the westbound direc-
tion to allow cars to go east in this 
section of the street. 

● 
Claremont triangle (at NDG Ave.-

Claremont-Westmount Ave.): the 
diagonal leading from NDG Ave. to 
Westmount Ave. has been closed 
as a pilot project. – WI
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Maintenant 
Ouvert 

Now Open 

7977 BLVD. DÉCARIE 
MONTRÉAL, QC H4P 2H5 

514-419-3399 

QUESTIONS? 
decarie@portovino.ca 

www.portovino.ca
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Westmount’s Nicks triumph in tennis 

From left, Nick Savage Pollock of Daisy Antiques in Westmount Square and Westmounter Nick 
Martin won the Tennis Canada’s 2024 Masters Tennis Championship in the 35-40 age category at 
the Granite Club in Toronto August 30. “Congratulations to the Nicks!” said Martin’s father Patrick.

Photo courtesy of P. Martin.
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Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS
Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com

5517 Monkland Ave., Montreal 
514 481 8838  

valerie.teroux@notarius.net

NOTARY |  EST.  1988

WILLS
—

MANDATES
—

ESTATE SETTLEMENTS
—

HOMOLOGATION  
OF MANDATES

—
PROTECTIVE SUPERVISION 

(FOR INCAPACITY)

Loving sisters Saphira and Ruby 

Hugging, playing, socializing in their 
daily routine together, here are sisters 
Saphira and Ruby snoozing for a bit. These 
pretty long-haired grey-and-brown tabbies 
are presently in foster care for the Montreal 
SPCA, where the foster family reports that 
they are adorable and funny as can be. 

At three years of age, they are very 
healthy, up to date with their inoculations, 
sterilized and microchipped. 

If you would like more information on 
them, please refer to the Montreal SPCA 
website at www.spca.com, then refer to 
their information pages by their identifi-
cation numbers, Saphira at A0047855499 
and Ruby at A0047855496. 

By clicking on the black “Fill out the 
form” rectangle at the upper right-hand 
side of the website, you will have access to 
the information form to fill out in order for 
the adoption coordinators to get back to 
you. At the next step, you will be able to 
discuss your interest and adoption of 
sisters Saphira and Ruby. 

Choosing sibling kitties is such a great 
opportunity, as they have each other in the 

everyday routine and bond in unique ways 
to members of the family in the home. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne 

Neville Furbottom 

There has been a tiny kitten rescue 
operation on our streets. 
Between Olivier, Clarke, 
Sherbrooke and de Maison-
neuve, neighbours have 
mobilized and four kittens 
out of five, their mother and 
the big daddy have been 
trapped and are in the pro-

cess of being vetted. The next step will be 
for them to be presented for adoption. 

One is missing: Neville Furbottom, a 
10-week-old full tabby. We are not giving 
up, but we are wondering if you have seen 
him or have brought him in. Any news 

would be most welcome. As 
long as Neville Fur bottom 
is safe, our goal has been 
achieved. 

Please feel free to contact 
me at lysfow@gmail.com 
with your sightings or news.

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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Fitness, fashion featured for fall 

This week’s retail round-up suggests 
touch points for your day. Morning work-
out? Athleisure wear. Evening? Dressier. 

I started my morning discovering a 
recently opened gym. At the family-owned 
YULbFit (get it?), I chatted with trainer/
director Zach Yaffe, who explained the con-
cept. 

The former Bacaro pizza parlour on St. 
Catherine near Greene is now a trans-
formed space with state-of-the-art machines, 
piles of weights and a yoga area. 

“We are very customer-centric, building 
a regime according to our client’s lifestyle 
– be it staying in shape or getting fit for 
golf, tennis or skiing, for example. We also 
have a range of classes.” 

Zack comes from a physical rehabilita-
tion background, having worked for years 
in a clinic, “So some of our clients can 
benefit as I also understand how body 
mechanisms work.” 

For YulBFit’s older clientele, Zack points 
out that movements in the gym “carry over 
into real life: flexibility is increased.” 

Intensive work-out programs such as 
cross-fit are also given, offered by Erika Del 
Torto, a CrossFit expert herself. 

Yoga has proved popular and I noted 
mat-carrying acolytes arriving for a class 
with Esther Szabo. 

Summer lures week-workers into week-
end warriors. Zack and his team also offer 
maintenance plans so that people can try 
to avoid injuries after a week of computer-
gazing: aka just sitting. Classes include 
boot camp and aero-boxing. 
YulBFit. 4259 St. Catherine. 
yulbfit.com 514.403.2348 

Greene Ave. has another fashion desti-
nation. Formerly in Westmount Square, 
Imperial has “committed customers,” ex -
plained manager Orly Leibovici. 

The shop’s opening week had a wonder-

ful array of early fall and late summer 
selections on sale. Speaking with her assis-
tant Zorana Pribic, I learnt that many 
women are started to “dress up again.” 
Styles are chicer. Cashmere sweaters have 
sparkles. Pants – pleated, wider and skinny 
– are still bestsellers. 

The jogging-clothes looks and the ubi-
quitous black tights I see all day-into-even-
ing seem to be morphing with a European 
élan: Pants without elastic waists. Tops 
without hoodies. Wonderful long swishy 
skirts. (My favourite was a black cotton 
flounce – easy to pack; easy to wear with 
any top). 

And even though InStyle magazine 
has proclaimed “brown is the new black” 
(who gives magazines that power anyway? 
– but I digress), black reigned supreme at 
Imperial. 

I noted ladies loving it as they tried on 
the new seasonal looks imported from 
Italy. Imperial is part of the Maska Group, 
a success story that understands fashion. 

And for customers who hate shopping, 
the team puts together a selection. She just 
pops by to try. That’s reminiscent of the 
famed “private shoppers” on 5th Avenue 
in New York. A great idea! 

Imperial, 1212 Greene Ave. 
Monday to Friday: 10 am to 6 pm 
Saturday: 10 am to 5 pm 
514.205.5620
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LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Autumn Yard Work 

Garden cleaning, Leaves, Weeding, Watering plants, Mail Pickup. 
514-294-5562. 

House Cleaning Service 

Regular Residential Cleaning Services, damage insurance 
$2,000,000, some availabilities for the fall and winter season, 
professional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673. 

Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and 
 references provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763. 

Caregiver Available 

Responsible, compassionate caregiver. Experienced in long- and 
short-term assignments. After hospitalization care, rehab 
 assisted care. Bathing, grooming, feeding, light cooking and 
accompany to appointments. References available, please call 
514-337-7304.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 

Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Retail Review 

Veronica Redgrave

Zach Yaffe of YulBFit. Orly Leibovici of Imperial.



16 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 10, 2024

We compound medication 
for your pet 

Flavoured medicine, chosen format 
(capsules, treats/pastes, liquids, creams). 

It’s not just hiding a pill in a piece of food!

5025 Sherbrooke W (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 
Fax: 514-484-2205 | www.montrealpharmacy.com
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Marley needs a forever home 

A loving pure-bred standard poodle 
with a coat in stunning shades of silver, 
Marley is many wonderful things: hand-
some, affectionate, playful. Energetic and 
quite clever, Marley is receiving much 
praise from foster family members who 
are taking care of him on behalf of the 
Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions volunteer 
group. 

Unfortunately, his initial family faced 
difficult circumstances and Marley is now 
in need of adoption. 

At an active seven years of age, he is 
friendly with all he meets, socializing with 
people and other dogs. He would also be 
happy in a home with another dog if that 
companionship was of interest. 

Very healthy, Marley is up to date with 
his inoculations, neutered and micro-
chipped. If you would like more informa-
tion on this stunning companion, please 
refer to the Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoptions 
website at www.gerdysrescue.org, where 
you will find a link to an application form 
to fill out. 

This will enable adoption coordinators 
to contact you back to discuss interest and 
adoption. You can also contact them 
directly at their email info@gerdys
rescue.org for more details and sweet pho-
tographs. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler
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BMO hosts Cocktail des Présidentes et des Femmes Leaders 

The annual Cocktail des Présidentes et 
des Femmes Leaders 2024 was held on the 
14th floor executive salons of the Bank of 
Montreal (BMO) head office. Designed fore -
most as a business event to promote net-
working, the innovative evening is aim ed 
primarily at business women and female 
leaders. 

In collaboration with the magazine Pre-
mières en affaires, the soirée also allowed 
RJV Communications, the organizing firm 
be hind the event headed by Robert Vezina, 
to offer a $20,000 contribution to support 
the YWCA Foundation of Montreal (the 
Women’s Y). 

Greeting guests from RJV were Vezina, 
Danielle Cloutier, Eve Beauchamp Gillett, 
Lea Charron Bissett, Cristine Lamoureux, 
Renée-Claude Morin, Sophie Migneault, 
and Christian Gagné-Cholette. 

Media celeb Geneviève Borne was MC. 
Speeches were given by the honorary co-

chairs Anne-Marie Henson, Eastern Can -
ada leader, BDO Canada; Annie Bouthil-
lette, vp institutional relations, École de 
technologie supérieure (ÉTS); and Viviane 
Croux, head corporate finance Quebec, 
BMO Financial Group. They spoke about 

the importance of female leadership as 
well as the need to accelerate the pace 
towards better gender equity in companies. 

Also addressing the crowded room, 
Nadine Raymond, president YWCA Mon-
treal and its foundation, added the impor-

tance of not forgetting to open doors for 
up-and-coming women. 

The event’s honorary vp was Julie Doré, 
managing partner BCF law firm. 

Seen during the even-
ing were Deborah Levy, 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Robert Vezina with guests of honour Annie Bouthillette, Viviane Croux, Anne-Marie Henson and Julie Doré.

continued on p. 18
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514.651.5235
REAL ESTATE BROKER
LORI SCHWARTZ

RE/MAX ACTION INC. 
AGENCE IMMOBILIÈRE

9 ST GEORGE PLACE 
HIDDEN GEM

Snuff Bottles

editor-in-chief, Premières en affaires; Groupe 
Petra’s Isabelle Héroux, vp leasing, and 
Nancy Bourbeau, build ing director, 1000 
De La Gauchetière; Carmela Martinez, 
CEO, MP Repro; Kim Pham, associate 
NEUF Architect(e)s; Jacynthe Alain, as -
sociate vp strategy and planning, Sun Life 
Canada; Carolina Gallo, Women in Tech 
McGill Mentor, vp government affairs & 
policy, GE Canada; Annamaria Testani, 
head client experience, IG Wealth Manage-
ment; Franca Riso, vp legal, Montoni and 
president Montoni Foundation; Marie-
Andrée Thibault, partner, Dentons; Sophie 
Perreault, board president, Langlois; Gene-
viève Pagé, partner, Raymond Chabot 
Grant Thornton; Heidi Lange, partner, 
Richter; Karl Blackburn (one of only five 
male guests in attendance), CEO, Conseil 
du patronat du Québec/Quebec Employers 
Council; Anik Shooner, co-founder and 
president, Menkès Shooner Dagenais 
LeTourneux architects; Renée Daoust, 
founding partner, Daoust Lestage Lizotte 
Stecker architects; and Elida Eid, Nancy 
Girard and Natalie Mountain, all three 
from BDO Canada; and Marina Boulos-
Winton and Johanne Berry. 

The delicious gourmet buffet was cre-
ated by Florian Coignée, executive chef at 
the Salons BMO. Wines were selected by 
sommelier Kathleen McNeil. Door prizes 
were outstanding: Four VIP tickets for a full 
evening at “En Direct de l’OSM avec France 
Beaudoin” offered by IG Wealth Man age -
ment; executive coaching sessions by Dan-
ielle Cloutier; gift certificate for a full day at 
the Spa of the Hovey Manor. The grand 
prize (a value of $10,000) featured two 
executive club tickets for the 2024 Confer-
ence of Montreal (International Economic 
Forum of the Americas). Departing guests 
received a beautiful box of four champagne 
glasses offered by Trudeau Corporation, 
accompanied by a bottle of sparkling French 
rosé offered by BDO Canada. 

Please send your upcoming event 
information for the Fall Social Calendar to 

Veronica@redgravepr.com

Social notes, cont’d from p. 17

Cristine Lamoureux and Isabelle Héroux. Elida Eid, Nancy Girard and Natalie Mountain.

Marina Boulos-Winton and Johanne Berry. Nathalie Pilon, Danielle Cloutier and Franca Riso.

Marie-André Thibault and Nancy Bourbeau.Nadine Raymond.
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

Westmount
6 FORDEN AV.

$4,150,000

4 3 + 1 2

CONTEMPORARY GEM

NEW

Westmount
25 BELLEVUE AV.

$6,850,000

INCREDIBLE VIEWS

NEW

Westmount
427 GROSVENOR AV.

$1,695,000

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 2-4 PM

AMAZING
GARDEN

Westmount
4872 RUE STE-CATHERINE W.

$1,195,000

RENOVATED GEM

NEW

NEW

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 1303

AREA: 2385 SF

CALL US FOR MORE UNITS!

MOUNTAIN
VIEWS
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NOW

# 1 in Westmount

# 1 Westmount Square #711

Profusion Immobilier Inc. • Real Estate Agency

7 #71 #711e #71171##7 #71 #   # # ##71#717#  11  #


