
$120,000 over 3 years 

Council approves winter use of 
Bixi after pilot project last winter 
By Laureen Sweeney 

As winter approaches, city council Oct -
ober 1 unanimously approved funding of 
$120,589 for the operating costs of two Bixi 
winter stations as well as five new stations 
on the territory until 2028 for a total of 13. 

The amendment to the city’s Bixi 
contract is described as part of a plan to 
update and “standardize” all the bike-shar-

ing’s network. 
The city’s resolution states that the 

winter cost includes a reduction in man-
agement fees related to the electrification 
and sustainability of the Bixi stations “to 
reflect the operational savings generated 
for Bixi.” 

“Residents have been asking for winter 
Bixi stations and I believe 
the two stations as of 
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WMA hosts event for councillor candidates, public

From left, Penny Arsenault questioning the District 1-4 candidates and Elisabeth Patterson ques-
tioning the District 5-8 ones. Photos: Ralph Thompson.

Districts 1, 2 & 4 
By Jennifer Ball 

The Westmount Municipal Association 
(WMA) held a well-attended meet-the-can-
didates event October 15 at Victoria Hall 
for Westmount city councillor candidates. 

The WMA’s event for mayoral candi-
dates is on Thursday, October 23 at 7 pm 
at Victoria Hall. The election is Sunday, 
November 2. 

In the first segment of the evening, can-
didates in districts 1, 2 and 4 (all above 
Sherbrooke) were asked for their positions 
on topics as diverse as de-carbonization, 
why they do not live in the district they are 
running in (where applicable), the costs of 
the Claremont triangle pilot project and 
what plans/initiatives they would under-
take – should they be elected. 

In broad strokes, what questioners 
wanted to know from 
their prospective council- continued on p. 11

Districts 5 to 8 
By Jennifer Ball 

At the WMA’s October 15 meet the can-
didates event (see details at left), the West-
mount councillor candidates in districts 5 
to 8 (all below Sherbrooke) – who were 
grouped together for the second and final 
segment of the evening – were asked for 
their positions on topics as diverse as 
recruiting a director of sustainability, why 
the southeast plan/PPU passed without a 
provision requiring af fordable housing, 
would higher levels of government’s public 
works dollars be present and spent on a 
sound wall for the southern portion of the 
city and why two candidates are running 
in districts they don’t actually live in. 

All the candidates attended: 
District 5: Shawn Moss and James •
Murphy, 
District 6: Jeremy •
Jonas, Julie Ledoux continued on p. 16
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Concordia student, 24, is a first-time candidate 

District 4 candidate Massimo Mazza: being heard/hearing back is main issue 
By Martin C. Barry 

Massimo Mazza, who is a candidate for 
the District 4 seat in the upcoming West-
mount city council elections, is running 
on a platform focusing on the concerns 
and needs of residents in the area. 

Raised in the district, Mazza, 24, at -
tended Roslyn Elementary School as well 
as Marianopolis College. Currently an 
undergraduate student of economics at 
Concordia University, he also has a back-
ground in music, having completed a pro-
gram of studies in flute at the McGill Con-
servatory. 

First time running 

While this will be his first time running 
for an elected public position, Mazza sees 
that lack of experience not as a detriment, 
but as a potential asset. 

“I think that what people need is a 
neighbour who is ready to go and listen,” 
he said. “I’m happy to go over to some-
body’s door and speak with them.” 

Having read about some of the issues 
that have been impacting Westmount, 
Mazza said he wasn’t satisfied with the 
direction city council has been headed in 

lately. 
“We need councillors who are ready to 

listen, and that’s what I think is missing 
from city hall right now,” he said. 

When asked what he believes is the 
most pressing issue in this election, he did-
n’t hesitate to answer, “I think it’s transpar-
ency,” along with responsiveness. 

Mazza complains that “not only is it dif-
ficult to be heard at city hall, but also hear-
ing back. It takes a long time to hear back 
in terms of getting permits approved, hav-
ing your questions answered. And I under-
stand that there are a lot of questions. But 
I think that we can do better.” 

48-hour response standard 

One of his proposals to improve the 
city’s treatment of residents’ complaints or 
inquiries would be the establishment of a 
guaranteed 48-hour response time. “That’s 
not to say that the issue you have would be 
resolved in 48 hours,” added Mazza. 

He said the rule would simply compel 
an elected official or city employee to ans -
wer within that time. He also noted that 
this type of client service approach is 
increasingly a standard practice in the pri-
vate sector. 

He said a pressing current issue in Dis-
trict 4 is scarcity of parking. He also sees a 
lack of public consultation on things like 
garbage collection scheduling as problem-
atic and in need of being rectified. 

In addition, Mazza thinks Westmount’s 
architectural heritage preservation regula-
tions and guidelines should be updated so 
that the use of certain unnecessarily ex -
pensive renovation materials can be mini-
mized.

District 4 candidate Massimo Mazza, seen here 
on Chesterfield Ave. on October 16, believes 
voters in the district will want to support a can-
didate “who is ready to go and listen,” he says.

Online only – 
Voters write in 

Please note these letters are only repro-
duced in our online version, available at 
www.westmountindependent.com 

Mayoral candidate Michael Stern’s •
supporters, including former city 
councillor Rhoda Vineberg, write in 
to support him, 

District 6 candidate Paul Levine’s •
supporters write in to support him, 

see p. 25



Public Security cracks down on park restrictions  

Dog owners ticketted in Queen E and 
Devon parks for disobeying signage 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Two dog owners received tickets for $82 
in separate incidents October 10 and 
October 15 for allowing their dogs to run 
off leash in children’s playground areas, 
according to Public Security officials. In 
both cases, the owners were reported to be 
Westmount residents. 

The first of the two by-law infractions 
occurred October 10 at 10 pm in Queen 
Elizabeth Gardens in which a couple with 
one dog entered the play area, which was 
not fenced in but “clearly marked” as no 
dogs allowed. The dog was playing freely 

while the leash lay on the ground.  
The second ticket was issued on Oct -

ober 15 in Devon Park where the entire 
smaller park area is signed at each park 
entrance as off limits to off-leash dogs. It 
was here at 8:50 am that a patroller noticed 
a dog with its owner in the park. 

“It’s important for dog owners to re -
member and respect,” that dogs are only 
allowed to run freely in areas signed as per-
mitting dogs, Public Security director Greg 
McBain explained. He said “a few com-
plaints” had been received recently, 
especially from the parents of young 
children. 

Public Security called 
for gas leak and car fire  

Public safety officers and firefighters 
were called for a gas leak at Clarke Ave. and 
Dorchester October 9 as well as on October 
10 for a parked car on fire on the north side 
of St. Catherine, Public Security officials 
re port. In both incidents, the PSOs blocked 
streets to traffic. 

The car fire involved a Fiat 500 that had 
been parked on St. Catherine at 8:24 pm 
while the driver was reported to have been 
“possibly” inside a nearby restaurant. 
Flames were seen coming from the car, 
and tow trucks had also been called and re -
ported to have arrived quickly.
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Golden Square Mile - Sir Robert Peel: Upscale 2 
bedroom, 2 bathroom fully renovated residence with 
skyline views, private garage, and luxury amenities 
including pool, spa, and rooftop terrace. 

MLS 17385964 | $1,495,000

SOPHISTICATED URBAN LIVING

C.D.N./N.D.G. - Lynk: Modern, brand-new 1 to 2 
bedroom apartments with private balconies, in-unit 
laundry, hotel-style amenities and utility package. 
Prime location near De la Savane Metro.

Starting at $1,860/month

MULTIPLE UNITS AVAILABLE

sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

Ville Marie - Cours Mont-Royal: Luxurious 2+1 
bedroom, 3 bathroom corner unit offering direct 
access to the underground city and metro. Custom 
Italian finishes and exceptional craftsmanship.

MLS 19696308 | $1,495,000 or $5,750/month

EUROPEAN DESIGNED CONDOPRIME INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX

Contrecœur: Exceptional industrial complex on 
150,000+ sq. ft. of land with 3 rentable buildings,  
31 ft. clearance, truck docks, and prime location near 
the new Contrecœur Port.

MLS 24070286 | Lease-to-own opportunity

Géraldine Libraty
Real Estate Broker

514.962.5563
glibraty@sothebysrealty.ca

Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088
slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca
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WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 corner Grosvenor

• All services maintain 
your warranty 

• Pick-up/drop-off available 
514-932-1554

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

All makes, 
all models. 

All mechanical 
& body work, 
including to 

electric vehicles

Tire 
deadline: 

December 1 
Book now!

Rent 
your next 
dream home 
Our dedicated service 
team will ensure that 
your rental experience 
with Groupe Copley 
is truly outstanding. 
Questions? Reach out 
info@groupecopley.com 
or 514 656-6437

Choose from our large 
selection of luxury homes 

for rent in Greater Montreal

View our homes on our new website: 

groupecopley.com

Gloria Rosado announces platform for District 7 

‘Yes, we can’ make city 
even better, she says 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Gloria Rosado, running for election in 
District 7, has presented a platform based 
on “safety, sustainability and inclusion.” 
This is in the belief that Westmount is 
where these three goals can go hand in 
hand in creating a city that can be both 
“beautiful and well-managed,” she says. 
“It’s why I’m running for city council.” 

Describing herself as an international 
communications specialist, Rosado lives 
in the heart of Victoria village and adjacent 
to District 7 where she and only the incum-
bent councillor are running. 

Message 

The message of her campaign that 
“Together – Yes We Can” is based on what 
she calls “the measurable priorities: safer 
and greener streets, support for local life 
and diversity.” 

Her priorities, she told the Independent, 
are based on her professional background. 
This she describes as in tourism manage-
ment. 

“Over the years I’ve completed certifi-
cations in leadership, francization, inter-
cultural communication and gender equal-
ity – areas that have shaped how I see 
inclusion and growth as essential to a 
healthy society.” 

Before moving to Montreal more than 
15 years ago, she served as director of tour-
ism for the state of Campeche in Mexico 
and as national technical secretary of 
 Mexico’s Association of World Heritage 
Cities. 

This was created in 1996 to coordinate 
with a UNESCO project to preserve his-
toric urban centres. She also worked at 
Mexico’s mission to ICAO (the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organization) head-
quartered in Montreal. 

Fusion Quebec 

Today, she is vice-president of the board 
of Fusion Quebec, an organization that 
supports newcomers through leadership, 
language and civic engagement. 

She is also producer of the annual event 
“La Force d’Etre Ensemble,” held this year 
October 4, saying “I’ve spent years high-
lighting stories of resilience and represen-
tation – lessons I bring to local politics.” 

“La Force,” is a major annual event that 
celebrates Latin American Heritage Month 
in Montreal and brings together leaders 
who are women, families and organiza-
tions to talk about resilience, migration, 
and inclusion. 

“For me, public service is about listen-
ing and doing – not bureaucracy or ideol-
ogy. I want to help keep Westmount clean, 
calm and connected; a city where neigh-
bours greet each other, gardens bloom and 
diversity is a source of strength. West-
mount is my home. Together, we can make 
it even better.” 

In this respect, she calls for small com-
munity gardens in under-used municipal 
property. 

She is also the president of 50+1 
Canada, described as “a national feminist 
collective that empowers women’s leader-
ship and civic participation across the 
country.” 

Opening doors 

As the producer and host of the bilin-
gual program “The First Women Who 
Broke the Glass Ceiling /Les Premières 
Femmes qui ont brisé le plafond de verre,” 
she has spent the last five years highlight-
ing stories of women who have opened 
doors for others in sports, politics, science, 
culture and business. “Through this work, 
I’ve learned that representation matters – 
and that when women rise, communities 
rise with them… 

“Westmount is my home. It’s where my 
son is growing up, where I’ve found com-
munity, and where I want to continue 
building – with you.”

Gloria Rosado in front of the Westmount Public 
Library on October 9. Photo: Ralph Thompson.
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Makes Gifting Easy 
You can now find us at 320a Victoria 
Around your home and in your phone, there are items, 

images and artwork that can become thoughtful, 
heartfelt gifts through custom framing. 

This season, make something special for someone special 
with Le Frame Shoppe. Call, click or come in and find out 

why we say ‘Life is better framed’. 

514 369 2633 
info@leframeshoppe.com 
www.leframeshoppe.com 

*Mention that you saw us in the Westmount Independent and get 10% off

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING 
WESTMOUNTERS WITH 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

AND WORKMANSHIP

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

Where to find the Independent’s profiles of municipal election candidates 
Mayor 

Lynne Casgrain, July 8, p. 16 
Mary Gallery†, July 8, p. 17 
Michael Stern, September 1, p. 12 
Outgoing mayor: Christina Smith 

(not running) 
District 1 

Antonio D’Amico*, September 23, p. 10 
Pierre Monaghan, September 9, p. 10 

District 2 
Geoffrey Chambers, October 21, p. 9 
Jonathan Chomski, October 14, p. 4 
Jean-François Emmanuel, September 23, 

p. 4 
Thomas Rolain, September 30, p. 10 
Jessica Winton, October 7, p. 9 
Outgoing councillor: Elisabeth Roux (not 

running) 
District 3 

Jeff Shamie*, August 12, p. 3 – ACCLAIMED 
District 4 

Gurveen Chadha, October 14, p. 5 
Lynda Lyness, see note below‡ 
Massimo Mazza, October 21, p. 2 
Conrad Peart*, September 9, p. 6 

District 5 
Shawn Moss, September 1, p. 8 
James Murphy, August 19, p. 4 
Outgoing councillor: Anitra Bostock 

(not running) 

District 6 
Jeremy Jonas, August 26, p. 5 
Julie Ledoux, September 16, p. 4 
Paul Levine, August 19, p. 5 
Outgoing councillor: Mary Gallery 

(running for mayor only) 

District 7 
Matt Aronson*, September 30, p. 4 
Gloria Rosado, October 21, p. 4 

District 8 
Alec Chamlian, October 14, p. 12 
Kathleen Kez*, September 9, p. 10 

Christian Laurin, October 14, p. 12 
†Outgoing city councillor for District 6. 
*Incumbents. 
‡Editor’s note: Lynda Lyness could not 
meet with our reporter by October 15 in 
order to be interviewed so we could in -
clude her profile in this issue – our pen-
ultimate edition before the election, 
which is also the end of such election 
coverage by us. I note the following: 

We began running election profiles in •
July (see July 8, p. 1). 
Nominations closed October 3. Lyness •
knew she was running; we did not – 
until checking the provincial electoral 
website after the nominations had 
closed. 
On the cover of our October 7 edition, •
we wrote: “Uninterviewed candidates: 
Please reach the Independent THIS 
WEEK if you want coverage.” Lyness 
did not do so. 
Once we found Lyness’ email on our •
own, we sent her an email (the first of 
several) on October 8 at 7:31 pm. – DP.
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What happened to the 
Stayner Park budget? 
Open Letter to Mary Gallery, commissioner 
of Sports and Recreation 

I recently learned that re-surfacing of 
the Stayner Park clay courts was included 
in the 2025 budget, approved last Novem-
ber by the now dissolved council. This 
work was scheduled for last spring, before 
the start of the clay season, yet it has not 
taken place. 

As voters head to the polls in the com -
ing weeks, accountability is key to how the 
city manages its recreational facilities. For 
me, at least, it is on the ballot. 

As an active user of these clay courts, I 
can attest that while they are heavily used, 
maintenance does not match that of other 
courts, such as those behind the library in 
Westmount Park or higher up the hill (see 
my letter, “When public sports facilities 
aren’t maintained, accidents happen,” Sep-
tember 16, p. 6). 

On behalf of the tennis-playing commu-
nity, I would appreciate greater clarity of 
the roles of Public Works and Sports and 
Recreation in carrying out council-
approved projects, and how oversight is 
ensured when planned maintenance does 
not occur. 

Westmount residents expect – and 
frank ly, deserve – consistent and transpar-
ent care of all recreational facilities. We 
deserve to understand how decisions are 
made by elected officials and administra-
tors, and why priorities that appear similar 
are treated differently. We also deserve to 
know why maintenance at Stayner Park, 

which is visibly needed, has been deferred, 
perhaps even abandoned, despite approved 
funding. Put simply, where did this money 
go? 

As the city transitions to a new admin-
istration, I urge all candidates to commit 
publicly to restoring the Stayner Park 
courts and to ensuring that approved main-
tenance projects are completed as prom-
ised. 

Whether by knowing neglect or over-
sight, what has (not) happened at Stayner 
Park raises a clear question of priorities. 
It’s high time for an upgrade! 

Natasha Arora, Wood Ave. 

Even walking in 
Westmount isn’t safe 

After paying big bucks to have my car’s 
broken rear coil springs replaced last July 
due to Westmount’s poor road conditions, 
I decided it was safer to walk. Lo and 
behold, on the night of September 24, I had 
the misfortune to trip on a broken sidewalk 
on the north side of Sherbrooke St., in 
between Rosemount Ave. and Mountain 
Ave. Upon reaching home, I immediately 
reported the damaged sidewalk via the 
Citizen Portal. 

As you can see in the photo submitted, 
the cracks extend the full length of this 
sidewalk, ending with half of a concrete 
slab submerged in a pool of mud. This 
sidewalk is dangerous for pedestrians, 
babies in strollers, kids on scooters, people 
in wheelchairs and joggers, not only dur-
ing the day, but especially at night due to 
poor street lighting. 

At the city council meeting on Septem-

ber 8, we heard that a Westmount work 
crew has been successful in travelling 
around town filling potholes that have 
been reported through the Citizen Portal. 
Let’s hope the work crew’s attention to 
sidewalks is better than its attention to 
roads. Now that the stop-sign mystery at 
de Casson-Wood has been solved by Jen-
nifer Ball (September 23, p. 20), I suggest 
that the Westmount Independent monitor 
how long it takes for repairs to be done on 
this dangerous strip of Sherbrooke side-
walk! 

Shelley Freeman, Windsor Ave. 

Do your garbage right – 
and it will be light! 

I only need to put my garbage out once 
a month – sometimes even less! 

So, when people insist they need weekly 
garbage pick-up, all I can say is: you’re not 
sorting your waste properly. If you’re recyc-
ling correctly and composting correctly, 
your garbage bag should be almost empty. 

When you have access to recycling and 
composting, the only things that should be 
going in the garbage are: 

Plastic items that are not recyclable in •
your local system (like certain film plas -
tics, wrappers, or blister packs), 
Soiled items that can’t be composted or •
recycled, such as greasy paper towels, 
dirty diapers or pet waste, 
Broken items made of mixed materials •
that can’t be separated (like some toys, 
pens, or old electronics – though many 
cities have special drop-off programs for 
e-waste!), 
Vacuum dust, dryer lint or similarly •
unprocessable debris. 
Everything else? It likely belongs in your 

recycling bin or compost bin. 
If your garbage is overflowing every 

week, the issue isn’t pick-up frequency – 
it’s sorting habits. 

Allan Goldberg, Lansdowne Ave. 

Every-other-week 
garbage pick-up stupid 

How many of you put out your garbage 
this week [ending October 10] but it wasn’t 
picked up because the city decided to only 
pick it up every second week? 

Is this a stupid system, or what? 
Patrick Martin, The Boulevard 

Pro-Palestine movement 
prompted by pity, not hate 

May a non-Westmounter be permitted 
to respond to a letter writer in your pages? 

Unless we are to take ugly words and even 
uglier deeds of hotheads and fanatics on the 
far fringe of the pro-Palestine movement as 
representative of the majority of those sup-
porting it, Allan Goldberg’s assertions (Oct -
ober 7, p. 7) are unmoored from reality. 

They misconstrue the motives of hon-
ourable, decent and reasonable folk, in 
Westmount as elsewhere, who have been 
prompted by pity and anger to cry out 
against a genocidal war coupled with the 
longest running occupation of modern 
times – a notoriously brutal one, as is 
widely acknowledged, even within Israel 
itself. In imputing to them Jew-hatred, 
latent or patent, he insults people of con-
science and integrity who are shocked to 
their core by the massacre on an industrial 
scale – in real time, broadcast daily on their 
small screens – of tens of thousands of 
famished, starving and homeless people. 

As indeed how can they not be? No per-
son with a shred of humanity can make-
believe that these crimes aren’t happening, 
while to consider the victims (largely 
children) as ultimately deserving of their 
suffering is simply wicked. Motives are 
always hard to determine, but it seems 
more likely than not that anguish and a 
natural intuition of natural right and 
wrong have caused voices the world over 
to be raised in condemnation of systemic 
op pres sion and atrocities as incontrovert-
ible as they are indescrib-
able. In magnitude, scope 

Letters to the Editor

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 

Editor 
David Price: 514.935.4537 

editor@westmountindependent.com 
Chief reporter: Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics: Ted Sancton 

Advertising sales 
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567 

advertising@westmountindependent.com 

Accounting: 514.223.6138 
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Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. 
Please limit them to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for 

publication the following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to 
make subsequently submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in 

every issue, or in back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 
Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you 

do not live in Westmount), but not your address (unless you want it published). 

13,500+ physical copies plus low-resolution email and web versions 
(11,000+ during possible postal strike – 8,000+ during actual postal strike) 
Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 

Owned and published by: 
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

Editor’s note 
Letters to the editor 
policy for end of 
election period 
In keeping with our practice during the 
previous four municipal election cam-
paigns, letters to the editor published 
in our last issue (October 28) before the 
November 2 election that mention a 
candidate will be shown to that candidate 
for possible rebuttal in the same issue. 
There will be no second “right of reply” 
to this possible reply. – DP

continued on p. 7
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and horror they dwarf 
those of October 7. Yet 

for people moved to speak and act against 
them in protest, Mr. Goldberg alas feels 
nothing but contempt. 

What he tells himself he “hears” pro-
testers saying, and what they actually mean 
to say and intend to be understood by their 
words, are two quite different things. If 
asked to explain the purport of such slo-
gans as “Free Palestine” and “From the 
River to the Sea,” the more articulate a -
mong them, I believe, would in reply ex -
press a wish to see an ethnocracy, formally 
as well as practically privileging one group 
of citizens over another (see the Nation-
State Bill, enacted into law in 2018), evolve 
through internal change or external press-
ure into a state that belongs equally and 
undiscriminatingly. A state for all its inhab-
itants – Arab and Jew, enjoying parity and 
identical political and civic rights – of what 
is now, like it or not, a single territory. It 
takes an inflamed and cynical imagination 
to see indignation at injustice combined 
with hope for a more egalitarian future for 
all concerned as a sinister deception (or 
self-deception), masking murderous ambi-
tions and a wish physically to destroy a 
country. Together with a doctrinaire hear-
no-evil-see-no-evil championing of Israel, 
this mentality has been allowed to cloud 
Mr. Goldberg’s judgement and by no 
means only his. Sadly, the effect is to oc -
clude the truth of things as they are. 

Assessments of the causes of what has 
rightly come to be seen as a war of exter-
mination, and of its consequences in the 

long run, will differ of course. But it is high 
time surely to lay to rest ignorant talk of 
“hate marches” and of an allegedly irra-
tional hostility to Israeli policy and its 
unspeakable consequences. 

D. M. Roskies, Côte des Neiges 

Evolution of protests 
may tell a tale 

It was most interesting to read the three 
mayoral candidates opining (October 14, 
p. 19-20) on how, if elected, each would 
handle the disruptions caused by the 
weekly demonstrations at the Israeli con-
sulate in Westmount Square. But maybe, 
just maybe, there may not be a need for 
the civic intervention proposed by the can-
didates. 

Ever since the October 7 atrocities and 
the subsequent Israeli incursion and retali-
ation, protesters, mostly masked, disrup-
tive and full of hate and vitriol, have im -
peded the normal daily lives of residents 
and businesses by clamoring for a cease-
fire and the end of the so-called genocide 
in Gaza. 

Now that a ceasefire has taken hold and 
the Israeli forces have pulled back as man-
dated in the Trump agreement, one won -
ders whether or not these protests will con-
tinue, now that the ceasefire demands of 
protesters have been met. Should they in -
deed continue, perhaps, as some have sug-
gested, the agenda wasn’t so much about 
a ceasefire and an end to the war, but 
rather about something far more sinister 
and depraved. 

Joe Russo, Sherbrooke St. 

Letters to the Editor

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Casgrain reponds to letter writer Dufour (October 14, p. 8) 
Few residents know that achieving car-

bon neutrality by 2050 is not just a city of 
Montreal goal. It is a shared responsibility 
of all municipalities within the agglomer-
ation of Montreal, including Westmount. 
We will do our part to achieve this goal. 

The city of Montreal’s Climate Plan 2020-
2030 is a great road map going forward and 
I applaud Westmount’s Environment and 
Sustainability Advisory Committee (ESAC) 
for including it as a reference document. 
The distinguished members on this com-
mittee – a volunteer group of ex perts – pro-
vide an excellent description of challenges, 
and actions specific to Westmount. 

Generally, the city of Westmount’s stan-
dards, policies, processes and initiatives 
should demonstrate its leadership in envi-
ronmental sustainability, including the re -
duction of greenhouse gas emissions, tran-
sitioning to a low-carbon economy and plan-
ning for climate adaptation and resilience. 

Westmount must set an example – in 
the way it manages its assets, delivers its 
services and in the habits and actions of all 
its employees. Responsibility and account-
ability must be improved. We as citizens 
must also do our part. 

Specifically, I share a few of my proposed 
commitments, within my usual fiscally pru-
dent approach. You will note that I have 
embraced a number of the ESAC’s planning 
and accountability recommendations: 

Create a leadership role within the city •
for sustainability and climate resilience 
to ensure that the culture and decision-
making process of all city managers in -
corporates sustainability best practices. 

Measure the effective usage of the city’s •
resources and employee time. Leverage 
existing resources, including real-time 
climate data from the government-fund -
ed organization Ouranos, and seek best 
practices from members of Local Gov-
ernments for Sustainability (ICLEI). 
Regulate noise, light and air pollution •
through updated by-laws and better 
enforcement. 
Review the urban planning guidelines •
in order to find opportunities where sus-
tainability actions and materials can be 
encouraged, with negligible impact on 
the built heritage. 
Find compatible uses for our vacant •
buildings (greenhouses, train station), 
thus twinning heritage protection with 
sustainability goals. 
Regarding garbage collection: The re -

duction of garbage that goes into a landfill 
is a sustainability goal. Cost-savings are not 
the main driver for switching to a bi-weekly 
schedule in the winter. The previous coun-
cil changed the garbage collection without 
any public consultation, so we lack a broad 
understanding of why people are so angry 
about this matter, although we have heard 
a lot of personal stories and seen the over-
flowing public bins. We need to under-
stand if there is a more nuanced approach 
that will address the issues and thus 
achieve a broad consensus. Then we need 
to act and be able to justify our decisions. 

For more information or to share your 
comments with me, please visit my web-
site at www.lynnecasgrainwestmount.ca. 

Lynne Casgrain, mayoral candidate

Candidate replies

Police Report 

Car thieves steal a Lexus 
and a Toyota Highlander 
By Martin C. Barry 

A pair of high-end automobile thefts 
were the only criminal acts committed in 
Westmount in recent weeks, according to 
reports filed at the Montreal police depart-
ment’s Station 12. 

In the first incident, a Lexus parked dur-
ing the early morning hours of October 9 
on Victoria Ave. was stolen. 

According to an owner’s complaint 
report filed at the Stanton St. station, the 
car was parked at 10 pm the night before 
and by 5 am it was missing. 

There were no signs of forced entry 
such as broken window glass on the 
ground. “The car just disappeared,” said 
Cst. Mike Yigit, the station’s community 

relations officer. 

Highlander stolen from Devon 

A few days later, on October 12, a Toyota 
Highlander midsize crossover SUV that 
was parked on Devon Ave. in upper West-
mount was also stolen sometime during 
the night. 

In this case, the police investigators who 
turned up at the scene found evidence of 
a forced entry: shattered glass on the sur-
face of the driveway on which the vehicle 
had been parked. 

While professional car thieves have 
been known in recent years to use high-
tech tools to unlawfully enter cars (includ-
ing overriding electronic entry systems and 
at-distance cloning of owners’ wireless key 

fobs), this particular car theft was an old-
school job. 

According to an AI search, the top most 
stolen cars, based on recent data, consist-
ently include SUVs like the Toyota High-
lander, Lexus RX, and Honda CR-V, along 
with pick-up trucks such as the Dodge 

Ram 1500. 
Sedans like the Honda Civic also re -

main frequent targets due to their high 
prevalence. 

Other commonly stolen vehicles are the 
Toyota RAV4, Jeep Wrang ler and Land 
Rover Range Rover.

continued from p. 6
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Indie is unique and read, 
city’s glossy newsletters 
a nuisance 

As a Westmounter who reads every 
Westmount Independent cover to cover, and 
as a successful bi-weekly past advertiser, I 
cannot help but champion the continued 
existence of our much-loved local news-
paper! 

The Indie is unique among all other 
Montreal papers in that every single West-
mount household enjoys home delivery, to 
residents who look to it for their local news 
and “goings-on.” It’s discouraging to note 
the city’s dwindling advertising support, in 
tandem with wasting taxpayer funds on 
extravagantly glossy printed newsletters 
that are often treated as nuisance promo-
tion in our mail boxes. 

The Westmount Independent deserves to 
serve Westmounters for a very long time 
to come, and the loss would be ours if our 
own city doesn’t take advantage of adver-
tising in a publication that residents 
actually take the time to read. 

Catherine Howick, Lansdowne Ave. 

Is city’s reluctance to 
spend on ads part of anti-
democratic campaign? 

There are many Westmounters who 
read the Indie cover to cover (including in 
the paper version, no less!) because it pro-
vides local coverage, and for some people 
who are less than entranced by modern 
technology, the only source of information 
about what is happening in their commu-
nity. 

I admit that I’m paranoid (I avoid using 
Google, Facebook, etc. because their busi-
ness model involves selling my personal 
and private data) but even so, I cannot help 
but see the present city administration’s 
and city council’s reluctance to make more 
use of the Indie for disseminating informa-
tion of interest to citizens as part of a cam-
paign to reduce the democratic participa-
tion of Westmounters. 

A recent example is the Special Plan-
ning Project (SPP) for the city’s southeast 
sector. By using an SPP, city council could 
(gleefully, it seems to me from attending 
council meetings!) bypass the requirement 
to open a register for proposed zoning 
changes and thereby eliminate the possi-
bility of a referendum on said change by 
those affected. 

When the SPP proposal put forward by 
the city evoked massive opposition, evi-
denced by huge turnouts at council meet-
ings and a solid rejection in online com-
ments to the plan, the mayor and various 
councillors dismissed objections as com -
ing from small but vocal group of “NIM-

BYs.” 
When entreaties were made to put off 

SPP implementation until after the 
upcoming November 2 election, council 
preferred to listen to profit-oriented devel-
opers who mounted a campaign urging 
haste and labelling opponents as against 
any change. 

I’m not sure if the swan-song anti-
democratic act of this council was the last-
minute rescheduling of the meeting where 
the enabling by-laws would be passed, 
from the regular monthly council meeting 
for September 8 at the usual 7 pm time, to 
18 September, a Thursday, at 6 pm. Given 
the unusual day of the week and problem-
atic time slot for working people with 
family responsibilities, one could pretty 
well guarantee that the usual crowd of SPP 
dissenters might have difficulty showing 
up! And if memory serves me, the sched-
ule change was made after a group of dis-
senters had run a full-page ad (September 
1, p. 23) in the Indie announcing the Sep-
tember 8, 7 pm time! 

For several years, probably starting with 
COVID, city council meetings have been 
streamed online so citizens could partici-
pate virtually, and submit their questions 
online the day of the meeting as well as 
during the meeting time. I was shocked 
(but somehow not surprised) to learn that, 
exceptionally for the difficult-to-get-to Sep-
tember 18 meeting, online questions 
would not be accepted! 

So please forgive me for suspecting that 
the city’s reluctance to spend more on 
advertising in the Indie is just another help-
ing of the anti-democracy stew being 
served up by some of our elected council-
lors. 

I ask you, therefore, when candidates 
running in the November 2 election come 
knocking on your door, find out their posi-
tion on city advertising in the Indie, and 
then vote accordingly. 

Henry Olders, Lansdowne Ave. 

City should support 
unique media treasure 

The Westmount Independent is a great 
newspaper, filled with all kinds of West-
mount comings and goings. I think it’s 
part of the Westmount experience. 

I no longer live in Westmount (sold my 
home and moved into an apartment on 
Sherbrooke), but lucky for me the Indepen-
dent is delivered to my building every week. 
I go and get my copy in the lobby every 
Wednesday, when it is de liver ed, because 
they are all gone by Friday. 

Residents in my building really like the 
paper, they don’t think it’s dull (re: letter 
from “Food for thought?” October 14, p. 7). 
I am often in 5 Saisons, Jean Coutu on 

Greene, and a number of Westmount res-
taurants. The Independent reaches beyond 
the borders of Westmount, and it’s where 
I see advertisements from barber shops to 
the book sale at the Westmount Public 
Library etc. 

The city of Westmount should support 
this unique print media treasure. So what 
if sometimes the paper has a critique of 
the way the mayor and/or the city council-
lors govern? I’m sure it’s done with the 
intent to make things better for all, to give 
a different perspective, and in a spirit of 
good faith. 

The paper and city hall make a good 
team in my estimation! 

Peter Berson, downtown 

Independent adds to 
Westmount’s value 

The interests of the city and its residents 
would be best served by a shift of the city 
of Westmount advertising budget to the 
Independent. It is a straightforward busi-
ness case. 

When citizens are informed and en -
gaged, they feel a stronger sense of belong-
ing to their community. This has been cen-
tral to Westmount’s identity over the last 
150 years. Community newspapers are 
trusted and play a dominant role. The Inde-
pendent is vital here. When we see people 
walking around with their phones in hand, 
they are not scrolling for local news and 
city notices. Without the Independent, 
West mount would be an information 
desert, potentially turning into a colourless 
city, lacking community spirit. 

So what happens when people now see 
a dynamic, thriving community like West-
mount? They want to move here. What 
happens then? House prices increase, 
benefiting existing homeowners. 

Of course, valuations then rise resulting 
in more tax outlay. City finances improve. 

The message here is that council should 
recognize that even seemingly innocuous 
decisions can have an outsized impact on 
the Westmount community. This case 
clear ly calls for increased ad spend in the 
Independent by the city. It’s just good busi-
ness. 

Denis Biro, 
5000 de Maisonneuve, NDG 

Hope city realizes how 
lucky we are to have Indie 

I just wanted to “add my voice to the 
choir.” 

I might still read The Gazette as a matter 
of duty (to get a general idea of what's 
going on in the world) but I genuinely look 
forward to reading the Westmount Indepen-
dent each week, carefully digesting each 

page of information – adverts and all. 
In a time when it would seem that 

society is in many ways more divided than 
ever, I view the Independent as one of the 
linchpins of the enduring sense of com-
munity that we have in Westmount. 

I hope the city realizes just how lucky 
we are to have the Independent – not only 
as something that keeps us informed, but 
as something that keeps us connected. 

Dylan Kell-Kirkman, Claremont Ave. 

100 percent in favour of city 
advertising in Independent 

I am 100 percent in your favour for ad -
vertising by, and information from, the city 
of Westmount in the Westmount Indepen-
dent. Your newspaper provides a vital ser-
vice for Westmount residents and beyond, 
and I believe that's where city of West-
mount advertising and information should 
be placed.  

Susan McGuire, resident of 
Westmount for more than 50 years

Readers support the Independent! Thank you

Official agents 
this election 

District 3 councillor Jeff Shamie has 
been acclaimed, but his family’s role in 
the election continues on. His wife, 
Daphne Tsadilas-Shamie, is the official 
agent for District 6 candidate Paul Levine, 
and his daughter, Chloe Shamie, is the 
agent for District 8 candidate Alec Cham-
lian. They have often been mentioned in 
the Independent in connection with social/
philan thropic events and their form er 
L’Art Glacier ice cream shop on Greene 
(see for example July 7, 2020, p. 29 and 
May 16, 2023, p. 21). 

Gideon Pollack, who has often been 
quoted in the Independent as the devel-
oper of 500 Claremont (see for example 
September 10, 2024, p. 1), is the agent for 
District 2 candidate Jonathan Chomski.  

Claude Bismuth is the agent for Lynne 
Casgrain, mayoral candidate. He has 
often been in the paper in connection 
with his volunteer work for the SWAT 
hockey tournament fundraiser (see for 
example April 26, 2016, p. 4).  

Other agents are Charles Porteous 
(Mary Gallery, mayoral candidate), Alana 
Geller (Michael Stern, mayoral candi-
date), Claudia  D’Ignazo (Antonio 
D’Amico, District 1), Heather Monaghan 
(Pierre  Monaghan, District 1), Varun 
Hasija (Gurveen Chadha, District 4), Ayse 
Gauthier (Shawn Moss, District 5) and 
James (“Jim”) Richards (Kathleen Kez, 
District 8).  

All the other candidates are their own 
agents. – DP
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COUVREUR DE TOITURES 

RBQ # 2267-5367-96

Asphalt & White Gravel 
Modified Membrane 

Fiberglass Shingle

Skylights 
Slate/Copper 
Metal Roofing

5937 Ch Upper Lachine, NDG H4A 2C2 
514 489-8178 

info@couvreurmontrose.com 
www.couvreurmontrose.com
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Geoffrey Chambers enters race for election in District 2 

Platform cites networking experience 
in liaison with agglo concerns 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Geoffrey Chambers, who lives in Dis-
trict 4 near King George (Murray) Park, has 
chosen to run in the November 2 munici-
pal election to represent District 2. This is 
be cause it has no incumbent running 
given Councillor Elisabeth Roux’s decision 
to retire from council, he told the Indepen-
dent. 

His networking experience and “leader-
ship” in many of the issues that face the 
city involving relationships with the greater 
Montreal community will enable him to 
“network and consult and give voice to the 
hopes and expectations of our neighbour-
hood,” he says. 

While basically retired, he explains, he 
is now in a position to give his time and 
at tention not only to ongoing city manage-
ment issues like traffic, road construction, 
repair and garbage collection but also to 
concerns regarding planning within the 
city and with other municipalities in the 
Montreal agglomeration. 

These stem from his experience build-
ing the teams and networks needed “to 
make things happen” adding that “I hope 
to be able to help the next Westmount ad -
min istration be more effective and conse-
quential.” 

Alliance Quebec 

Describing himself as “being excep-
tionally knowledgeable and well connect -
ed,” Chambers is now “eager to help 
address the city’s challenges moving for-
ward.” 

He believes Westmount must play a 
more active role in the policy deliberations 
of the Montreal agglomeration. “The city 
contributes greatly to the region’s economy, 
culture, and intellectual life, and deserves 
strong representation.” 

Chambers has worked as an organizer 
in the 1980 Quebec referendum campaign 
and went on to help create Alliance Quebec 
in 1982, where he ultimately served as pres -
i dent. He also became president of the 
Que bec Community Groups Network 
(QCGN) in 2018. 

With a platform emphasizing city items 
related to the agglomeration, “I will try to 
work with the new mayor to make this a 
priority,” he added. This would include 
“strategic advice on how to proceed, 
thoughts on what issues and initiatives to 

prioritize, as well as who to reach out to 
and how to build alliances and initiatives.” 

Born, raised in Westmount 

Born in 1952 and raised in Westmount, 
Chambers attended Selwyn House for ele-
mentary school, LCC, Dawson College 
CEGEP followed by McGill and Oxford. 
After professional stints in the UK, Tor -
onto and New York with various railway 
organizations, “I have always returned to 
my hometown.” His engagement in public 
policy, politics and community advocacy 
continues, he says. 

In the 1990s, he was “a senior organ-
izer” for the Quebec Liberal Party and a 
key member of the “No” committee during 
the 1995 referendum. From 2012 to 2016, 
he served as a senior advisor on policy and 
organization to NDP leader Tom Mulcair 
and later as president of the Quebec Com-
munities Group Network (later known as 
the QCGN and now TALQ). 

He states he has also sat on numerous 
school, hospital and social service boards, 
from which he says he has gained “a strong 
understanding of the institutions and pol-
icy frameworks that shape a community’s 
well-being.” This, he says, “isn’t only about 
ensuring fair value for our fiscal contribu-
tion, it’s about helping shape long-term, 
forward-thinking policies that will foster 
economic and cultural growth across our 
metropolis.”

Geoffrey Chambers photographed in King 
George (Murray Hill) Park September 19. 

Photo: Ralph Thompson.

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right 
to choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 

words and submit before Friday 10 am. Email 
us at: editor@westmountindependent.com
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514-990-1346 
Chauffage Direct Inc. • Direct Heating Inc.

Municipal 
elections 
Please 
vote 

As we approach the end of the pool season we remind 
everyone of the importance of winterizing the pool 
equipment, whether you do it yourself or by a pool 
company, water left in hoses, outdoor faucets, 
pool heater or heatpump can cause 
freeze damage this winter. When that 
is done think about checking your home 
heating & hot water before winter. CHAUFFAGE DIRECT INC. 

DIRECT HEATING INC.

Q & A (1 of 3) 

We asked the municipal election candidates: Who is working with whom? 
By David Price 

For background, see p. 19 

1. Are you working with any other can-
didates? 

“Working with” in this context includes 
endorsing, encouraging (or being encour-
aged) to run, helping (or being helped) to 
campaign, and advising (or being advised). 

2. If so, whom? 

Answer to question 1. was “No”: 
Lynne Casgrain, Antonio D’Amico, Jon-

athan Chomski, Thomas Rolain, Gurveen 
Chadha, Lynda Lyness, Paul Levine, Gloria 
Rosado and Alec Chamlian. 

Declined to answer: Pierre Monaghan 
Declined to answer all the Independent’s 

questions: Michael Stern 

Short answers: 

Mary Gallery: I have met with almost all 
candidates running for council and have 
always encouraged good people to step up 
and serve their community. Anyone who 
wants to meet with me just needs to ask 
and I will happily share my ideas and ex -
perience. I am pleased however that many 
candidates have chosen to endorse me. 

Geoffrey Chambers: YNTL [yes/no too 
limiting]. I am in conversation with a num -
ber of candidates in other districts with 
whom, I believe I could work construc-
tively on council. 

Jessica Winton: 1. Not working with any 
other candidates. Although I am friendly 
with Councillor [Matt] Aronson because 
we both sit on ESAC, and I know James 
Murphy from community groups. 2. I am 
not working with anyone. I am completely 
self financed (no donations, even from 
family) and make all my campaign 
materials myself. 

Massimo Mazza: 1. Yes. 2. As of October 
15, I helped Jessica Winton (District 2) as 
a volunteer canvasser. I will likely volunteer 
to help other candidates in the future how-
ever I have not made any plans to do so yet. 

Conrad Peart: 1. As an outgoing coun-
cillor, many candidates have initiated meet-
ings with me. A meeting does not imply 
endorsement. 2. All mayoral candidates. 
Both councillor candidates for District 5. 

James Murphy: As an independent can-
didate, I have not made any formal en -
dorsements. During the campaign, I have 
sought advice and shared ideas with a 
number of former and current city coun-

cillors and committee members. Those 
running for office include Jessica Winton, 
Jeff Shamie, Matt Aronson and Mary Gal-
lery. My day-to-day campaign operations 
are supported by a group of volunteers I 
know from other community activities. 

Julie Ledoux: I’ve reached out to Mary 
Gallery and Matt Aronson for advice. I’ve 
met with a fellow candidate in my district, 
as well as other districts. In light of Wed-
nesday’s debate, I really think we have a 
cohort of brilliant fellow Westmounters 
with a lot to bring to the table. 

Matt Aronson: 1. Yes 2. I approach the 
job of being a city councillor as a collabora-
tor and a team player – I try to work with 
all my colleagues constructively, even if we 
disagree on some points of policy. In this 
election, I have had very constructive con-
versations with, advised or been advised 
by, encouraged or been encouraged by, or 
helped or been helped by a wide spectrum 
of the candidates for city council. They 
include Mary Gallery, Pierre Monaghan, 
Jessica Winton, Jeff Shamie, Conrad Peart, 
Gurveen Chadha, James Murphy, Paul 
Levine, Julie Ladoux, Kathleen Kez and 
Alec Chamlian. 

No, or late, replies 
Candidates were given until October 17 

at 10 am to reply and were told that the 
dead line was strict out of fairness to all can-
didates. 

Kathleen Kez informed the Independent 
on October 16 that she had “come down 
with something” and would not be re -
sponding by deadline. 

Shawn Moss replied at 11:50 am on 
October 17, explaining his lateness was 
because he was responding to a family situ-
ation. 

Emmanuel endorsed Gallery in Indie, 
chastised for saying so 

Jean-François Emmanuel replied at 2:05 
pm, although he had previously expressed 
his support for mayoral candidate Mary 
Gallery (see September 23, p. 4). 

Interestingly, Emmanuel told West-
mount Independent editor David Price after 
the speaking portion of the October 15 
councillors’ event (see p. 1) that he had 
been told afterward not to do this. He did 
not say by whom. 

Jeremy Jonas replied at 2:34 pm. 
No reply was received from Christian 

Laurin before the Independent’s print dead-
line.
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lor candidates – all of whom attended – 
was: 

What are your big ideas for the city? •
Do you live in the district you are run-•
ning in? If not, why run there? 
Would you tweak or gut the southeast •
project that city council voted 5-3 to 
approve in September? 
Would you de-carbonize the city? •
Nigel Goddard, interim treasurer of the 

WMA, introduced the event, and it was 
moderated by Beryl Wajsman, who is the 
president of the Institute for Public Affairs 
of Montreal as well as the editor of The Sub-
urban newspaper and a 2017 Westmount 
mayoral candidate. Candidates were: 

District 1: incumbent Antonio D’Amico •
and Pierre Monaghan, 
District 2: Geoffrey Chambers, Jonathan •
Chomski, Jean-François Emmanuel, 
Thomas Rolain and Jessica Winton, 
District 3: incumbent Jeff Shamie has •
been acclaimed and was present, but was 
not on the stage to speak or be ques-
tioned, 
District 4: Gurveen Chadha, Lynda •
Lyness, Massimo Mazza and incumbent 

Conrad Peart. 
The first questioner was District 7’s 

Penny Arsenault, who wanted to know of 
all the 11 candidates on the stage, how 
many of them actually live in their districts. 

All candidates did with the exception of 
Chambers and Emmanuel. 

Another questioner was District 6’s 
Ryan, who wanted the candidates to ex -
plain what plans/initiatives they would 
undertake as councillors, from public se -
cur ity and sports and recreation to urban 
planning. 

Candidates’ answers touched on these 
themes: 

D’Amico: data and the information infra-•
structure, 
Winton: public security, •
Mazza: transparency, •
Lyness: an ombudsperson and a more •
centralized city-services response sys-
tem, 
Emmanuel: listening skills, •
Chomski: traffic, speeding, and safety of •
the children in their school zones. 
Questioner Lucien Savard asked, “I 

want to know how many council meetings 
you have attended in 2025?” The question 
and answers were in French and translated 

by the Independent. 
Among the answers were ones by Mon-

aghan and Chadha, who said, “I have 
attended some council meetings online 
and in person, and I was there for many 
public consultations on infrastructure.” 

Monaghan said, “It is important to 
attend the entire meeting, [but] the most 
important business [are] the approvals and 
budget [review] which are after 10 pm, 
which I do not think is a good idea.” 

Questioner Jon Breslaw from District 4 
asked councillor candidates whether they 
would “tweak” or “gut” Westmount’s con-
troversial and already adopted plan to re-
develop the southeastern section of the city. 

No candidate came out unequivocally 
for “gut,” although Chambers said, “I think 
it is a complete false dichotomy: more than 
tweak, less than gut,” and Rolain said “now 
that the referendum has been taken away 
from the people [due to the use by the out-
going council of the province’s PPU/SPP 
law], the only thing that we can do is 
tweak.” 

Questioner Shona Godwin asked Peart 
to identify the cost of the completed-and-
not-pursued Claremont triangle pilot pro-
ject (which closed the hypotenuse/shortcut 

from NDG Ave. to Westmount Ave. for a 
time last year in order to collect data), to 
which Peart replied, “I do not have the 
exact dollar amount.” 

Questioner Emma Despland asked how 
the candidates plan de-carbonize the city 
to enact tangible action for climate change. 
Winton and D’Amico are both members 
of the environmental committee at the city 
and Winton said, “You can follow the rec-
ommendations in the report,” while 
D’Amico said “Green accounting is im -
portant to me because it gives me the 
numbers that I can use to answer those 
types of questions.”

District 1, 2 & 4, cont’d from p. 1

The view from the stage. Photos: Ralph Thompson. 

The District 5-8 candidates being quizzed by Arthur Chang, left.

The District 1, 2 and 4 candidates.

District 6 candidate Paul Levine at the WMA’s 
meet-the-candidates event. He was unavailable 
for his candidate-profile photo in August.
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Until
January 31, 2026

WESTMOUNT
1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, TOWER 1

SUITE C-305

REDISCOVER THE JOY

OF HEARING EVERY
LAUGH

Key 

Y           =   yes 

N          =   no 

none     =   no answer 

YNTL    =   yes/no too limiting 

D          =   decline 

na         =   not applicable 

W/F      =   answer in wrong format 

An asterisk (*) has been added to 
answers that have been inferred by 
the Independent. 

Plus sign (+)  = candidate provided a 
text answer, only or in addition to 
another type of answer. 

Online only 
Important information 
for finding complete 
answers to survey 

For the text portion of these 
answers, denoted by a plus sign (+), 
please go to the online version of the 
newspaper, p. 26. This page is only on 
the web and email versions of this edi-
tion.

Answers to questions 8 to 13
                                             8           9             10                     11              12A         12           12a.        b             c            d          13 

Mayor                                  

Lynne Casgrain                    c+         N           20,500 people     a               Y             Y             +            ii, iii, v+  N           i           a & b 
Mary Gallery                         c+         W/F        none                 W/F          none      none      +            v+           W/F       i           W/F 
Michael Stern                       ——————————————————— D ————————————————————-  

District 1                              

Antonio D’Amico                 a           N           na                     na             Y             N            na          na           na          na        a 
Pierre Monaghan                 c+         none      na                     na             none      na           none      none       none      none   a 

District 2                                                                                                                                                                                       

Geoffrey Chambers              a, c+     YNTL     none                 none         Y*           Y             YNTL     none       Y            i           YNTL 
Jonathan Chomski               c+         N           na                     na             Y             N            na          na           na          na        b 
Jean-François Emmanuel                                                                                                                                                              
Thomas Rolain                     c+         N           na                     na             none      YNTL     na          na           na          na        a 
Jessica Winton                     c+         W/F        approx 5,500       b               Y*           Y             +            v+           Y            i           b 

District 4                             

Gurveen Chadha                  c+         YNTL     none                 none         Y             N            na*        na*         na*        na*      b 
Lynda Lyness                        a           N           na                    na             none      N            na          na           na          na        a 
Massimo Mazza                  a           N           na*                   b               Y*           Y*           +            ii, v+       Y            i           a 
Conrad Peart                        c+         W/F        na                     na             Y             YNTL     +            iv            YNTL     W/F     D 

District 5                             

Shawn Moss                                                                                                                                                                                  
James Murphy                      c+         Y            none                 a               Y*           Y             +            v+           W/F       iii+      b 

District 6                             

Jeremy Jonas                                                                                                                                                                                  
Julie Ledoux                          a, c+     N           na*                   na*           Y*           Y             +            v+           Y            i           a 
Paul Levine                           c+         N           na*                   na*           Y             Y             +            v+           Y            i           a 

District 7                             

Matt Aronson                       c+         Y            25,000 people     a               Y             Y             +            v+           W/F       i           b 
Gloria Rosado                      c+         N           na                     na             Y             N            na          na           na          na        W/F 

District 8                             

Alec Chamlian                      c+         N           na                     b               Y             Y             +            v+           Y            i           b 
Kathleen Kez                                                                                                                                                                                  
Christian Laurin                                                                                                                                                                            

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906



Q & A (2 of 3) 

Some of Independent’s questions to candidates answered 
By David Price 

These questions were asked in a series of 
emails that started October 13. Answers to 
questions 1. and 2. are on p. 10 and to 3 to 7 
are on p. 18. See p. 19 for more detail. Ques-
tion 12A is in bold because it was added after 
the f irst email. 

Short answer questions 

8. When approaching a street re-build 
(multiple choice), 
a. are you generally in favour of simply 
re-building the street in question as it 
was? (as is being done right now on 
Claremont.) 
b. Or are you generally in favour of 
adding bicycle paths and bump-outs, 
and reducing parking space? (as was 
initially proposed for Claremont.) 
c. some other way (20 words maximum) 

9. According to Stats Canada, in 2021 West-
mount was the fifth most dense city in 
Canada and second in Quebec, at 4,861 
people per square kilometer. By chang-
ing zoning laws and allowing new con-
struction, do you intend to make West-
mount significantly more dense? 

10. If so, what is your target density? (one 
number answer.) 

11. If so, would (multiple choice): 

(a) all of Westmount be targetted for 
more residents, or 
(b) only the area below Sherbrooke? 

12A. Are you generally in favour of an 
indoor pool? 

12. Are you generally in favour of an indoor 
pool in this upcoming mandate, in the 
context of Westmount’s current fiscal 
state? 
a. If so, where? (20 words maximum) 
b. If so, do you see it as a (multiple 
choice): 

i. City-of-Westmount-only project, for 
its own use only? 
ii. Shared project with another entity 
or entities? 
iii. A project partially financed by 
pre-leasing large blocks of time to 
other entities for years to come? 
iv. Don’t care which of i to iii? 
v. Financed or achieved some other 
way? If so, how? (20 words maxi-
mum) 

c. If you are for an indoor pool, do you 
see it staffed by city of Westmount per-
sonnel? (yes/no) 
d. If you are for an indoor pool, do you 
see it as a facility that is open (multiple 
choice): 

i. All year? 
ii. Only during times when the out-
door pool is closed? 

iii. Other? (20 words maximum) 

13. When you vote in the coming mandate, 
will you be considering the interests, 
needs and desires of (multiple choice): 
a. Current residents only? 
b. A mix of current residents and future 
residents, whose number and identities 
are currently unknown? 

No, or late, replies 

Candidates were given until October 17 
at 10 am to reply and were told, in an email 
and at the WMA’s October 15 councillors’ 
event, that the deadline was strict out of 
fairness to all candidates. 

Kathleen Kez informed the Independent 
on October 16 that she had “come down 
with something” and would not be re -
sponding by deadline. 

Shawn Moss replied at 11:50 am on 
October 17, explaining his lateness was 
because he was responding to a family situ-
ation. 

Jean-François Emmanuel replied at 2:05 
pm. 

Jeremy Jonas replied at 2:34 pm. 
No reply was received from Christian 

Laurin before the Independent’s print dead-
line.
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Convenient, caring, 
personalized attention 

At Uniprix Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji, we pride ourselves on delivering 
exceptional customer service, quick and efficient prescription 
filling, and personalized wellness consultations to meet your 

unique health needs. 
As a local compounding pharmacy, we go beyond the ordinary to 

create custom medications tailored just for you and your loved ones. 

Visit us today and experience the difference 
of personalized care, right here in Westmount.

5025 Sherbrooke (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 Fax: 514-484-2205 
street-level entrance – free parking in the back of medical building 

pharmacymontreal@gmail.com www.montrealpharmacy.com

PHARMACIE 
PHARMACY

5475, ave Royalmount,  local 124, Mont-Royal (Qc)

www.huitresenmouvement.com 
514 703-4770

Quality Seafood

5 sections of cooked snow crab 
from Baie-Comeau. 7-8 oz

Mention Westmount 
Independent newspaper 

and Delivery is on us!

Platter of 25 Oysters 
Raspberry Point

Premium Seafood 
platter

De
liv

er
ed

 fre
sh and opened on ice

 

 
 

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. 

Please limit to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be 

considered for publication the following week. 

Email us at: 

editor@westmountindependent.com
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www.foyerlambert.com 

514.484.0646 
info@foyerlambert.com 

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT TO VISIT OUR NEW SHOWROOM

Enhance the beauty and value of 
your home with an elegant fireplace

Winter is Coming 
Time for a Cozy Fireplace to Warm Any Room

YES WE 
ARE ALSO 

ROOFING & CHIMNEY 
EXPERTS!

ROOFING 
CHIMNEY & 
FIREPLACE 

SPECIALISTS

Buying or Selling 
At your service!

Marie-José Aubin 
Courtier immobilier résidentiel 

514-296-8288

Westmount

MONTRÉAL | PARIS | CANNES | BARCELONE | FLORENCE

and Paul Levine, 
District 7: incumbent Matt Aronson and •
Gloria Rosado, 
District 8: Alec Chamlian, incumbent •
Kathleen Kez and Christian Laurin. 
Ron asked the question, which was 

tweaked by moderator Beryl Wajsman: 
Who believes that the federal or provincial 
government would provide public works 
money for a sound wall? No one directly 
answered. 

Laurin said, “This is in my neighbour-
hood, and people are complaining that the 
sound has been going higher. People can’t 
open their window during the summer 
and there’s dust.” 

Kez said, “The sound readings were 
taken in 2022, and the report said that the 
post-construction sound measures were 
lower than pre-construction. That’s not to 
say new noise assessments will be con-
ducted moving forward…” 

Another questioner was District 5’s 
Karin Marks, former borough mayor 
(2002-2005) and mayor (2006-2009) of 
Westmount, who directed her query at 
Aronson, the only person on the stage who 
voted for the southeast PPU (“Programme 
particulier d’urbanisme,” or Special Plan-
ning Program). 

She asked, “Why did it pass without a 

provision requiring a significant percen-
tage of affordable housing?” 

Aronson replied, “That is something 
that I advocated for, strongly. Unfortu-
nately, I was not able to get all the council-
lors to agree to that particular provision.” 

Rosado chided, “Councillors need to 
listen to the people and construct the next 
project together. Unfortunately, that zon-
ing project was already approved in the 
month of September and to prevent those 
things happening again, we can create a 
civic partnership.” 

Jonas said, “[There] had been a shift in 
tone in the city discourse and there is work 
to do to get the city back on track to make 
it the best it can be.” 

District 6’s Elisabeth Patterson asked, 
and Wajsman tweaked, whether the can-
didates would consider appointing a direc-
tor of sustainability with a certain priority 
given to District 6, to which Ledoux said. 
“I do support anything that has to do with 
sustainability.” 

Murphy said, “I want to say ‘yes,’ but I 
would not be in favour of putting someone 
in that position, spending the money, and 
not having [action]…” 

Moss said, “If you have someone dedi-
cated to that position, they can get things 
moving.” 

Questioner Toby Morantz from District 
8 asked why Levine and Chamlian – both 
of whom live in District 3 – have chosen 
to run in different districts. Chamlian said, 
“…the issues that are happening [in District 
8] affect young people in particular.” 

Levine said, “I’m two blocks away from 
the [pro-Palestinian] demonstrations, and 
I’ve been very affected [by them]. Many 
residents don’t feel safe. They don’t feel 
that they have access to their buildings, and 
they want peace, quiet, and safety in their 
district.” 

In the District 5-8 group of candidates, 
James Murphy and Gloria Rosado are also 
not resident in their targeted districts.

District 5 to 8, cont’d from p. 1

Snuff Bottles
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Church of St. Andrew 
& St. Paul – Fall Fair 

Saturday Nov 1st, 10-3:30 pm 
3419 rue Redpath H3G 2G2 

Come to our 91st annual Fall Fair. 

Many delightful items on sale 
including Jewelry, China, 
Crystal, Linens, Books, 

Household Items, Christmas 
Shop, Baked Goods, Preserves, 

Toys etc. Lunch served. 
Co ee & Snacks.

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

At WMA meet-the-candidates event 

Indie editor Price asks if councillors would raise city’s ad spend 
By Jennifer Ball 

Disclosure: This article relates to the sale 
of advertisements by the Independent to the 
city of Westmount and was edited by one of 
the newsmakers, i.e. David Price. 

On October 15, the Westmount Munici-
pal Association (WMA) held a meet-the-
candidates event at Victoria Hall (see p. 1), 
and David Price, editor of the Westmount 
Independent, took the opportunity to ask 
them about projected advertising spending 
in the newspaper. 

Price asked District 5-8 councillor can-
didates, “Would you increase the budget 
in city advertising in the Westmount Inde-
pendent to $80,000, which is the inflation 
adjusted amount from 2014?” 

He provided context for the question. 
“Despite other methods of trying to stimu-
late city advertising, including the letter 
that I reproduced in recent editions [of the 
paper], and including a meeting in-person 
with Conrad Peart, I remember, at our 
offices – he’s one of the few councillors to 
have come – city advertising has been on 
a decline since 2014… [then] it was $61,000 
and last year being $36,000… 

“It’s a great way to reach people and it 
lets us – whenever we have an ad – have 
more content.” 

A similar question was posed to Dis-
tricts 1-4 councillor candidates, who pro-
vided divergent answers. 

Sitting councillor Antonio D’Amico 
said, “I think most of my residents do ap -
preciate [it] and the work that you do. I have 
no problem cutting from consulting ex -
penses to give to the Westmount Indepen-
dent.” 

Mazza was a definitive “yes,” saying: “…
The Independent is often the only voice that 
people have to get their questions and com-
plaints out there… Until city hall is ready 
to respond in a timely manner and is ready 
to listen, I think the answer is overwhel-
mingly ‘yes.’” 

Peart went in the other direction. “I 
don’t like the question! I find it is unfair 
to be in a public forum asking us for 
money. For the 11 people at the table, at 
least nine of them have zero context for the 
framing of that dollar amount… The West-
mount Independent is a fantastic and impor-
tant resource for the community, but I 
think you’re going about it the wrong way 
tonight.” 

Lyness agreed. “Being in a public forum 
and being asked to say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to 
$80,000, it’s difficult to answer without 
having more information…” 

District 5-8 councillor candidates weigh in 

District 5 candidate Shawn Moss said, 
“Yes, with an asterisk. The dollar figure 
would have to be discussed with the entire 
council and the mayor, but I’m open to 
helping out the Independent.” 

District 5 candidate James Murphy said 
“I think insofar as Westmount is sending 
out print notices to residents, it ought to 
be done with the Independent. I’d like to see 
[an increase] but not quite ready to say yes 

to $80,000.” 
Levine and Ledoux both said they would 

need to see the numbers. 
Chamlian thanked Price for the work 

that the Independent does, “Because dem -
ocracy [is in crisis]. There will be a budget 
in December, we’re having an election, and 
that money belongs to the Westmounters 
in the room.”

From left, Lynda Lyness, Conrad Peart, Jonathan Chomski and Antonio D’Amico. 
Photo: Ralph Thompson. 
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                                             3a         3b         3c          3c(i)      3c(ii)     4           5           6a         6b         7                          

Mayor                                                                                                                                                                                   

Lynne Casgrain                    YNTL    YNTL    YNTL    YNTL    N          YNTL    YNTL    YNTL    YNTL    D                         
Mary Gallery                         N          N          N          N          N          W/F      N          Y           W/F      W/F                     
Michael Stern                       ———————————————— D ——————————————-                    

District 1                                                                                                                                                                               

Antonio D’Amico                 N          Y           D          na*       na*       Y           Y           Y           N          Y                         
Pierre Monaghan                 N          Y           N          na*       na*       Y           Y           Y           na         Y                         

District 2                                                                                                                                                                              

Geoffrey Chambers              YNTL    Y           N          na*       na*       Y           Y           N          na*       Y                         
Jonathan Chomski               N          YNTL    N          na         na         Y           YNTL    Y           YNTL    YNTL                  
Jean-François Emmanuel                                                                                                                                                      
Thomas Rolain                     YNTL    N          YNTL    na         na         Y           Y           N          N          YNTL                  
Jessica Winton                     N          W/F      W/F      none     none     N*        N          Y           W/F      W/F                     

District 4                                                                                                                                                                              

Gurveen Chadha                  N          N          N          na*       na*       YNTL    YNTL    Y           N          D                         
Lynda Lyness                        Y           N          N          na         na         Y           D          N          N          N                        
Massimo Mazza                  N          Y           D*        D          D          Y           Y           D          D          Y                         
Conrad Peart                        N          N          N          na         na         YNTL    N          Y           YNTL    D                         

District 5                                                                                                                                                                              

Shawn Moss                                                                                                                                                                          
James Murphy                      N          N          YNTL    na*       na*       YNTL    YNTL    Y           YNTL    YNTL                  

District 6                                                                                                                                                                              

Jeremy Jonas                                                                                                                                                                          
Julie Ledoux                          N          Y           N          na*       na*       Y           Y           Y           Y           Y                         
Paul Levine                           N          N          N          na*       na*       Y           Y           Y           Y           Y                         

District 7                                                                                                                                                                               

Matt Aronson                       N          N          N          na         na         N          N          Y           N          Y                         
Gloria Rosado                      Y           N          N          na         na         W/F      Y           Y           N          Y                         

District 8                                                                                                                                                                              

Alec Chamlian                      N          N          N          na         na         YNTL    YNTL    Y           Y           D                         
Kathleen Kez                                                                                                                                                                          
Christian Laurin                                                                                                                                                                    

Answers to yes/no questions

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Dog Walker 
Rain or Shine 
Call Tom: 
514 865-1360 
email: tomgsimon36 

@gmail.com 

 @dogwalker 
_rain_or_shine

Church of St. Andrew 
& St. Paul – Fall Fair 

Saturday Nov 1st, 10-3:30 pm 
3419 rue Redpath H3G 2G2 

Come to our 91st annual Fall Fair. 

Many delightful items on sale 
including Jewelry, China, 
Crystal, Linens, Books, 

Household Items, Christmas 
Shop, Baked Goods, Preserves, 

Toys etc. Lunch served. 
Co ee & Snacks.
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Q & A (3 of 3) 

Some of Independent’s questions to candidates answered 
Dear reader, 

I tried to get municipal election candi-
dates to answer substantive questions about 
their views, with mixed results. Please see 
the results of my efforts. 

Some answers seem to contradict others 
or seem inappropriate or non-responsive to 
the question. Voter, I have tried my best. It’s 
over to you. 

Additional/clarifying questions are in 
bold. You can see how they arose from my 
second and third emails to the candidates. 

David Price, editor 
Key 
Y           =   yes 
N          =   no 
none     =   no answer 
YNTL    =   yes/no too limiting 
D          =   decline 
na         =   not applicable 
W/F      =   answer in wrong format 
An asterisk (*) has been added to 
answers that have been inferred by 
the Independent. 

Email #1 
October 13 – 12:09 am (part 1) 

Hello, candidates (by BCC), 
There are so many of you. Kindly con-

firm receipt, and please respect the yes/no 
or short answer formats. I cannot accom-
modate extra contributions, which will be 
“chopped off.” 

If a question is found to be unclear or 
incapable of answer within the format, it 
will be re-phrased or withdrawn for all can-
didates. 

If you don’t want to participate at all, 
please let me know by the deadline and I 
will reflect that. 

If you don’t want to answer a particular 
question, please write “D” (decline to re -
spond). If an answer is not applicable 
because of how you have answered a pre-
vious question, please write “na.” 

So there is no confusion, please reply 
right next to the text of the answer in a 
reply email. 

Please reply to the questions in one 
reply email by Friday, October 17 at 10 am. 
Out of fairness to the other candidates, late 
replies will not be published, including in 
subsequent issues. This rule will be strictly 
enforced. Thanks for taking a look. 

Best regards, 
David Price, editor 

A. Text questions [reproduced on p. 10] 
B. Yes/no questions 
3. Would you vote to repeal: 

a. The southeast plan? 
b. The fireplace ban? / Would you 
vote to repeal the fireplace-regulation 

legislation that took effect September 
1, 2024 (see for example August 26, 
2023, p. 1), thereby returning the city 
to the status quo ante? 
c. The Summit Woods sometimes-
unleashed-dog compromise by-law? 

i. If yes, would you make the new 
rules less open to dogs? 
ii. If yes, would you make the new 
rules more open to dogs? 

4. When it first comes up for possible 
extension or renewal, would you replace 
the current every-other-week-in-winter 
garbage pick-up with weekly pick-up? 

5. Similarly to the question above, when 
the time comes, would you reinstate the 
former practice of picking up garbage 
behind or in the side lanes of some 
houses? 

6. 
a. Are you in favour of an artificial 
turf soccer field in principle? (e.g. if 
another level of government funded 
one entirely, would you place one on 
municipal land) 
b. Are you in favour of an artificial 
turf soccer field in the context of 
Westmount’s current fiscal state? i.e. 
one fully or partially paid for by the 
city. / If yes to 6a, and if the city has to 
spend a substantial amount of money, 
as is likely, are you still in favour [of ] 
an artificial soccer field in the context 
of Westmount’s current fiscal state, 
i.e. in the next mandate? 

7. Disclosure: This is a self-interested 
question by the Independent. Are you in 
favour of re-instating the city’s former, 
larger budget for ads in the Independent? 
i.e. $80,000 in 2025 dollars. 

[This first email is continued on p. 15 
so that the question and answers are lined 
up.] 

Email #2 
Additional material – October 14 9:29 am 

Dear candidates (by bcc), 
One of you has asked to answer the 1.
yes/no questions with short answers. I 
find these questions straightforward 
and ones that the public would want 
clear answers to. Nevertheless, to 
accommodate those who don’t want to 
answer yes or no or decline (D), I will 
add another possible response: YNTL 
(yes/no too limiting). Please remember 
that, if elected as councillor and present 
at a meeting, you cannot abstain. So: if 
your colleagues prepare legislation like 
the questions here, even if you would 
prefer a different draft by-law, you will 

have to vote “yes” or “no.” I en courage 
yes or no for this reason, but you now 
have four possible answers. 
Another candidate has not respected the 2.
format. Please answer NEXT TO the 
questions and in the manner explained 
(yes/no or multiple choice or short 
answer etc). More “background” 
information is not helpful. 
In light of a comment, I will also add a 3.
question that belongs before question 
12. It will allow people to support an 
indoor pool in the more distant future. 
It is: 

12A. Are you generally in favour of an 
indoor pool? 
Please remember that there are 21 of you. 

Best regards, David 

Email #3 
#2 Additional material – 

October 14 3:45 pm 

Dear candidates (of whom there are 24 
including the mayoral candidates, not just 
the 21 councillor candidates as per my last 
email), 

I have had two other comments. 
Fireplaces have not been banned. They 1.
have been massively regulated, making 
most of them unuseable legally most of 
the time. For the literal minded, this 
question (number 3b) can be recon-
ceived as: 

Would you vote to repeal the fireplace-
regulation legislation that took effect Sep-
tember 1, 2024 (see for example August 26, 
2023, p. 1), thereby returning the city to the 
status quo ante? 

It has also been pointed out that for 2.
question 6b., a “partially paid for” field 
could be 1-percent funded by the city, 
and a person could be in favour of such 
a field, but also  against one that is 25-
percent (or more) funded by the city (or 
some other financial threshold). 
I find this approach to be unhelpful. To 

me, the 6b. question obviously implies a 
substantial investment by the city. If you 
are for such a field in principle (question 
6a) and one is offered for $1 of city money, 
you would obviously be for that $1 plan. 
But the city has forecast a lot of spending 
and borrowing in the next few years and 
other entities are not lining up to pay 99 
percent of any major project. I guess that 
pro-field voters want to know if each of you 
thinks there is realistically room in the 
budget for their desire, so I think the ques-
tion is still meaningful in plain English. 

If it must be phrased another way: “If 
yes to 6a, and if the city has to spend a sub-
stantial amount of money, as is likely, are 

you still in favour an artificial soccer field 
in the context of Westmount’s current fis-
cal state, i.e. in the next mandate?” 

You can always reply YNTL if you can-
not live with that. 

In general, I guess that voters would 
appreciate some plain talk, and are not 
keen to hand blank cheques to politicians, 
but you can reply as you want or not reply 
at all. How do you judge the mood of the 
last four years? 

And of course I might be incorrect… 
Best regards, David 

No, or late, replies 

Candidates were given until October 17 
at 10 am to reply and were told, in an email 
and at the WMA’s October 15 councillors’ 
event, that the deadline was strict out of 
fairness to all candidates. 

Kathleen Kez informed the Independent 
on October 16 that she had “come down 
with something” and would not be re -
sponding by deadline. 

Shawn Moss replied at 11:50 am on 
October 17, explaining his lateness was 
because he was responding to a family situ-
ation. 

Jean-François Emmanuel replied at 2:05 
pm. 

Jeremy Jonas replied at 2:34 pm. 
No reply was received from Christian 

Laurin before the Independent’s print dead-
line.

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING 
WESTMOUNTERS WITH 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

AND WORKMANSHIP

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS
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Handsome Tokyo 

A delightful tricolour shih tzu, Tokyo is 
a fantastic little fellow in so many ways. 

He is most appreciated by his foster 
family for Gerdy’s Rescue & Adoptions, 
where the home environment with older 
children and another dog has ensured that 
he thrives. Tokyo is a loyal and devoted 
friend to all in the daily routine, enjoying 

meeting with people and other dogs out-
side the home as well. As a very healthy 
five-and-half-year-old, he is up to date with 
his inoculations, neutered and micro-

chipped. 
He is a compact and playful nine 

pounds, little yet with a big personality. 
Looking forward, Tokyo would be very 
happy in a family with or without older 
children and would enjoy the company of 
another companionable dog. 

If you would like more information on 
precious Tokyo, please do not hesitate to 
refer to the rescue’s website at www.ger-
dysrescue.org and consult his information 
page for more details. You can go straight 
to their adoption form from the website at 
gerdysrescue.org/adoption-form/ to reach 
out to the volunteers to start a conversation 
on adoption. As well, you are always wel-
come to email them at info@gerdysrescue.
org to discuss your interest and catch up 
with adorable new photographs of Tokyo 
being at his best. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

Kenny and 
Peekaboo, for 
families please 

These cats were initially in homes and 
families until they were surrendered. Now 
they are in cages at the Montreal SPCA cat-
tery. 

Please give your heart to adoption as the 
cattery is very full. Let us introduce Kenny, 
who is a stunning and charismatic grey-
and-black tabby, two years young. 

We also would like to present Peekaboo, 
a sleek midnight-shade with stunning 
gold-tone eyes, 10 years young. 

They are both very healthy, up to date 
with their inoculations, neutered and 
microchipped. 

You can find out more about them at 
the Montreal SPCA website, which is 
www.spca.com, then refer to their profiles 
from their identification numbers, 
2000346854 for Kenny and 2000307637 for 
Peekaboo. 

Since the shelter is open every day, you 
can then plan your visit to the cattery and 

discussion with adoption counsellors. 
From Monday to Friday, the SPCA is open 
from 3 pm to 8 pm, then Saturday and 
Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. 

They are located at 5215 Jean Talon St. 
West, Côte des Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4. 
Do not hesitate, your best little purring 
companion is waiting for you to take him 
in your arms and bring him home! 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and ref-
erences provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763.

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Dog Walker 
Rain or Shine 
Call Tom: 
514 865-1360 
email: tomgsimon36 

@gmail.com 

 @dogwalker 
_rain_or_shine

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the right to 
choose and edit them. Please limit to 300 words 

and submit before Friday 10 am. Email us at: 
editor@westmountindependent.com
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1,200 ‘Girls for the Cure’ gather in Murray Park 

Drizzle did not dampen enthusiasm at 
the annual St. Mary’s Girls for the Cure. 
Over 1,200 girls completed a trek of about 
5 km starting from their respective schools 
and ending up at Murray Hill Park. 

Students from ECS, LCC, Sacred Heart 
School of Montreal, The Study, Trafalgar 
School for Girls and Loyola High School 
walked in the fight against cancer. 

Sponsor supporters were Virgin Radio 
Montreal, Bell Media, iHeartRadio, CHOM 
97 7, DJ Menous, Sonia Balazovjech Dance 
Company, CJAD 800, TSN 690, CTV News 
Montreal, CityNews Montreal, Bernie 
Beigne and Jack & Jill Montreal. 

Amidst the enthusiastic crowd were St. 
Mary’s Hospital Foundation CEO and 
breast cancer survivor Nadia Wendowsky 
and Kristina Hebert, events director; and 
Virgin Radio’s Shannon King. 

A shout-out was given to Andrew Mais-
lin, division head – operations & sports 
facilities, and his team at the city of West-
mount. 

The 31st annual event 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Happy crowdcontinued on p. 22

visit our boutique.
Call 514.848.0595 for an appointment to

s link design.s
Our exclusive handmade chains in 18k 

ldd GoliSo

gold in the classic Mariner’

90 brilliannt cut diamonds 4.26ctw

Y  S I NT E  J E W E L L E RA S S I O N AP

z Etienne · Gerald ossmann · SchwarMoritz Gr
migiani Fleurier ·Patek Philippe · Par

eet · 514.848.0595 · Kauescent Str2195 Cr

N C E  1 9 5 4

ent FerrierCharles · Laur
nold & Son· Ar

ufmanndeSuisse.ca



November 2025 will be a wonderful benefit 
to our community,” Councillor Kathleen 
Kez told the Independent last week after 
moving the resolution. 

Although no additional details were an -
nounced, she told the Independent last 
week that she was “not sure how” it will 
affect the bike path’s portion through West-
mount Park, which would require special 
snow clearing. “Of the two new stations, I 
am certain one will be at Greene and de 

Maisonneuve,” she said. This had been 
part of a pilot project last winter. 

Asked for all 3 be kept open 
Dan Lambert, as president of the 

Association of Pedestrians and Cyclists, 
had asked city council at its meeting 
December 18, 2023 for all three of the city’s 
Bixi stations on de Maisonneuve be kept 
open for winter use in order to serve as a 
link between the two stretches of the bi -
cycle commuter route from NDG to down -
town (see story December 10, 2024, p. 12). 
The winter Bixi service includes gradual 
adaptation of bikes for winter use (e.g. 
studded tires), as well as de-icing and snow 
removal. 

According to Bixi statistics, between 
November 16,, 2024 and March 20, 2025, 
Bixi users travelled 27 percent more than 
during the same period the year before and 
that the number of respondents who had 
already cycled in winter almost doubled 
compared with the previous year, rising 
from 35 percent to 61 percent, “testifying 
not only to the impact of the pilot project, 
but also to user loyalty. As well, 63 percent 
of the respondents said they use Bixi year-
round to save time on their journeys.” 

Bixi also reported that “despite last 
winter’s historic storm which prevented 
some other modes of surface transporta-
tion from circulating,” Bixi-ists continued 
using the service.

Bixi cont’d from p. 1
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raised $207,769 (net) for women-related 
cancers. Over the years, the event has 
helped raise over $4.3 million in support 
of awareness, research, treatment and 
better survival rates for women fighting 
cancer. 

Participants are already looking forward 
to next fall: September 24, 2026 – the 32nd 
edition of Girls for the Cure!

Social notes, cont’d from p. 21

Kristine Hebert, Virgin Radio’s Shannon King and Nadia Wendowsky.

Snuff Bottles

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

ARTISANS
W E S T M O U N T

2025

VICTORIA HALL
4626, rue Sherbrooke Ouest

Admission 2 $
Ou aliment non périssable

Or non-perishable food item

Samedi et dimanche
8 et 9 novembre
10 h 30 à 17 h

Saturday & Sunday
November 8 & 9

10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

An important message.
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If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and 

al Bank of Canada. ® / ™ T

comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to 
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member 
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Roy Trrademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities Inc. 
2025. All rights reserved. 25_90301_B8B_001 (01/2025)

professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our 
business approach for over 40 years. It is central to how we manage 
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships.

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it 
is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our 
personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio 
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across 
Canada, with over $8 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

Jean-François Dion, 
Senior Portfolio Manager, 

dvisor
or Sholom Tabak, 
Senior Wealth A r,
at 514-878-4216

1 Place Ville Marie, Montreal 

kentwealth.com
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JILL PRÉVOST

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

Visit all my properties 

jillprevost.com
R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R

514.591.0804

Homeowner Tip #57 
Have you checked your 

smoke detectors? 
October is fire prevention month. 

Be prepared!

RESULTS!

32 MAIN ST. | $2,095,000 | MLS 26874760 

One of the best waterfront properties in Hudson, these 2 lots combined have over 3.5 acres. Over 200' of shoreline on Lake of Two Mountains 
with a huge private beach and 1.5 acres of agricultural land. This is your opportunity to build your perfect piece of heaven, with or without 

your own farm! Watch the sunsets paint the sky red from your dock.

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

Thinking of making a move, 
but unsure where to start? Call me!

SOLD 

GRENVILLE 

WESTMOUNT

SOLD 

ROSLYN 

WESTMOUNT ADJ.

ACCEPTED OFFER 

CH. DU LAC-MORENCY 

SAINT HIPPOLYTE

FEATURED HOME FOR SALE
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Financial acumen, integrity, 
ability to bring people 
together key for mayor – 
Vote Stern 

As a former Westmount city councillor 
who proudly served our municipality for 
two terms, and as someone who has spent 
many years as a teacher and a volunteer in 
numerous community organizations, I 
have always believed in the importance of 
strong, principled leadership at the local 
level. 

It is from this perspective – and as a 
long time, deeply committed resident – 
that I am proud to endorse Michael Stern 
for mayor in the upcoming November 2 
municipal election. 

For over 35 years, Michael has lived and 
worked in Westmount, quietly earning the 
respect of residents, business leaders and 
charitable organizations. Through his 
work providing accounting and strategic 
advice to a broad range of companies and 
non-profits, he has earned a reputation for 
sound financial stewardship, measured 
decision-making and a rare ability to build 
consensus in challenging environments. 
His platform is clear and reflects what 
many of us know to be true: 

our city must do better in delivering •
what residents rightly deserve, 
improved infrastructure and facilities, •
greater accountability, •
more effective public services, •
enhanced safety and security, •
all with a renewed commitment to 

transparency. 
This is not just a campaign of ideas – 

it’s a commitment backed by decades of 
real-world experience, leadership and deep 
community roots. 

In times of economic pressure and 
growing demands on local services, we 
need a leader with financial acumen, integ-
rity and the ability to bring people together. 
Michael Stern is that leader. He has already 
proven his ability to make tough decisions 
and to guide organizations through com-
plex challenges. As mayor, he will do the 
same for our city. 

I truly believe Michael Stern is the right 
person to lead us forward. I encourage all 
residents who care about the future of 
Westmount to support him as our next 
mayor. 

Rhoda Vineberg, Forden Crescent 

Stern puts forward 
pragmatic, inclusive 
approach to governance 

I am proud to endorse Michael Stern 
for mayor of Westmount. As a seasoned 
professional and former partner at EY, 

Michael brings a wealth of experience in 
leadership, strategic thinking and financial 
stewardship – qualities that are essential 
for effective municipal governance. 

Both Michael and I worked together at 
EY from 1995 to 2012 and throughout his 
career, Michael consistently demonstrated 
a deep respect for collaboration and com-
munication. He was known not only for 
his technical expertise but also for his abil-
ity to listen – truly listen – to both clients 
and staff. That attentiveness and empathy 
are exactly what we need in a mayor: some-
one who understands the concerns of resi-
dents and works tirelessly to address them. 

Michael’s vision for Westmount is 
ground ed in transparency, fiscal responsi-
bility and community engagement. He has 
the skills to navigate complex challenges 
and the character to lead with integrity. His 
platform reflects a pragmatic and inclusive 
approach to governance – one that priorit-
izes transparency, sustainability and the 
well-being of all residents. Whether ad -
dressing infrastructure, public safety or 
local economic development, Michael has 
shown he understands the unique needs 
of Westmount and has the skills to deliver 
meaningful results. 

In all the years I’ve known Michael, I 
witnessed a man of integrity – kind, hon-
est, and deeply devoted. As a husband, he’s 
loving and supportive; as a father, he leads 
with compassion and teaches by example. 
His presence always brought warmth, 
strength, and trust to those around him. 

I wholeheartedly support Michael 
Stern’s candidacy and encourage my fellow 
residents to vote for a leader who will serve 
Westmount with dedication and distinc-
tion. 

Paul Karamanoukian, Greene Ave. 

Next mayor needs analytical 
skills, budget & negotiating 
experience, personality 
to build consensus – 
Vote Stern 

We are proud Westmount residents 
who are blessed to be able to raise our 
families in this community. We are also 
civic-minded entrepreneurs and business-
people. Our work has taught us the impor-
tance of financial discipline and honed our 
negotiation skills and consensus building 
abilities. 

Over the past few years, we have grown 
increasingly concerned about the declining 
condition of our community’s services, 
roads, parks and facilities and the effi-
ciency of municipal leadership to plan and 
provide these services. 

We write this letter to highlight the 
opportunity that Westmount has to im -

prove our services in a pragmatic and cost-
effective way. 

We need to elect a mayor with strong 
analytical skills, experience managing bud -
gets and negotiating significant contracts, 
and the personality to build consensus 
within our diverse municipality. Michael 
Stern is the only candidate in our up -
coming election who has proven to have 
all of these attributes. 

As a senior audit partner at Ernst & 
Young, Michael advised many entrepre-
neurs like us as they have tackled challeng-
ing financial and operational questions. 
He has been a leader in his business and 
personal communities for decades, and he 
knows how to work with people of all back-
grounds to find solutions. 

We have known Michael and his family 
for a long time, and we are thrilled to see 
him step forward and offer his consider-
able skills to improve our community. We 
urge our fellow Westmounters to hear 
Michael’s ideas for our city, to meet him at 
his many public appearances, and to sup-
port him as he seeks to improve the West-
mount that we all love. 

Clarissa Desjardins, Mila Mulroney, 
John Antoniou, France Margaret 

Bélanger, Herbert Black, 
Ron Black, Stephen Bronfman, 

Johanna Choremis, Neil Cuggy, 
Adam Daifallah, Jonathan Deitcher, 

Paul Desmarais III, David Goodman, 
Jonathan Goodman, Cherif Habib, 

Debra Margles, Lloyd Segal 
& J. Robert Swidler 

Levine gets it 
We are writing to voice our strong sup-

port for Paul Levine, candidate for city 
council in Westmount District 6. 

Many of us have known Paul for quite 
a few years through his involvement in 
numerous community organizations and 
his stellar reputation as a forensic accoun-
tant. He is a person of integrity, intelli-
gence and forceful advocacy – someone 
who doesn’t just talk, but acts. 

Paul recently met with some of us at 
4300 de Maisonneuve to share the con-
cerns many of us have about the continued 
unrest on Greene Ave., which has sadly 
become an almost daily occurrence. As 
seniors, many of us feel deeply unsettled 
by the taunts and harassment we en count -
er while simply trying to enjoy or shop in 
our neighbourhood. It’s upsetting, and 
frankly, it’s unacceptable. 

Paul listened with empathy and under-
standing. It was clear to us and to others 
that he gets it. He understands how these 
issues are affecting our quality of life and 
he’s determined to shake things up at city 
hall. He’s not afraid to ask hard questions 

or push for real solutions. 
I hope others in District 6 will join us 

in supporting Paul. He is ready to work 
hard for all of us and to bring real change 
to Westmount. 

Joe Rabinovitch, Elayne Chivers, 
Sonny Merevitz, Dr. Jack Rosenthal, 

Dale Boidman, Nat Boidman, 
Sarah Hamilton, Earnest Strolovitch, 

Suzanne Gregoire, Ines 
Herten-Greaven, Felix Meloul 

& Susan Rosenoff 

Letters of endorsement
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Text answers for questions 8-13 
These answers should be read in conjunc-

tion with the questions on p. 15 and the 
answer grid on p. 14. 

Mayoral candidates 

Lynne Casgrain 
8.c. Favour traffic calming and bike 

lanes, but streets must be analyzed with 
residents’ input and engineers explaining 
requirements and constraints. 

12.a. CENTRAL. Must look at traffic, 
access, parking and its impact on sur-
roundings/communities. 

12.b. (v) Upfront contribution from pay-
as-you-go, then leasing from operation to 
better control costs. 

Mary Gallery 
8.c. I am in favour at looking at the best 

solution for each road. Infrastructure in -
vestment involves below-ground and 
above-ground elements, [chopped off by 
editor at 20-word limit]. 

12.a. The YMCA pool is important to 
our community, but it does not meet all of 
our needs. One option for [chopped off by 
editor at 20-word limit]. 

12.b. Ideally this is a shared project with 
investment from the provincial and federal 
governments. 

Michael Stern declined to answer any 
of the Independent’s questions.

District 1 

Antonio D’Amico had yes/no and 
multiple-choice answers to these questions 
(see p. 14), but no text ones. 

Pierre Monaghan 
8.c. I believe the residents directly 

impacted by the street re-build should be 
consulted and have a weighted input into 
that [chopped off by editor at 20-word 
limit]. 

District 2 

Geoffrey Chambers 
8.c. Every street is different and in more 

or less need of updating. The local citizens 
should have the largest say. 

Jonathan Chomski 
8.c. Some other way – Prioritize safe, 

well-maintained roads and modernized 
infrastructure, but ensure consultation 
before changing parking or traffic flow. 

Jean-François Emmanuel did not meet 
the Independent’s deadline. 

Thomas Rolain 
8.c. Simply re-building with traffic & 

speeding calming measures. Bicycle paths 
only on major arteries. No parking space 
change. 

Jessica Winton 
8.c. Changing road design to be nonlin-

ear (not completely straight) for safety and 
prevent speeding. Including other features 
like bump-outs where [chopped off by edi-
tor at 20-word limit]. 

12.a. Yes, in the southeast (but will not 
be open this mandate obviously). 

12.b. (v): Public-private partnership 
(most likely with the operations by the 
YMCA) with eventual complete handover 
to the city of Westmount. 

District 4 

Gurveen Chadha 
8.c. Preserve parking and greenery, 

improve accessibility, build lasting roads, 
and work with Montreal to create bike 
paths on their roads. 

Lynda Lyness had yes/no and multiple-
choice answers to these questions (see p. 
14), but no text ones.

Massimo Mazza 
12.a. Ideally near existing recreation 

infrastructure, such as the recreation 
centre, to share facilities and reduce long-
term operating costs. 

12.b. (v) Use grants, partnerships and 
multi-year budgeting to finance respon-
sibly without increasing taxes or delaying 
essential infrastructure work. 

Conrad Peart 
8.c. Streets must first meet MTQ stan-

dards and engineering requirements, 
while also addressing safety, mobility, 
accessibility and stormwater management 
objectives. 

12.a. (If pursued), site to be determined 
by feasibility and partnership studies, with 
community input and full financial analy-
sis. 

District 5 

Shawn Moss did not meet the Indepen-
dent’s deadline. 

James Murphy 
8.c. I am generally in favour of re-build-

ing streets with improved pedestrian safety 
and resilience against extreme weather. 

12.a. Tupper [parking] lots is the most 
obvious choice. 

12.b. (v) Partnering with Montreal, pre-
leasing blocks of time and incentive zoning 
are all options. 

12.d. (iii) To be determined. 

District 6 

Jeremy Jonas did not meet the Indepen-
dent’s deadline. 

Julie Ledoux: 
8.c. I would be in favour of adding 

bicycle paths ONLY if it’s the wish of the 
residents, if there’s a [chopped off by editor 
at 20-word limit]. 

12.a. My fellow residents in District 6 
have suggested having it included in future 
southeast projects. 

12.b.(v) Via the WRC model: external 
grants + time-limited municipal financing 
for our portion + community fundraising/
naming rights. (Resident access remains 
[chopped off by editor at 20-word limit]. 

Paul Levine 
8.c. I am in favour of re-building streets 

with some bump-outs for flowers and veg-
etation. 

12.a. In the SE [southeast]. 
12.b. (v) Allowing membership to resi-

dents of other cities who will pay more to 
be a member than a Westmounter, and 
only [chopped off by editor at 20-word 
limit]. 

District 7 

Matt Aronson 
8.c. Case-by-case basis: with community 

input, where possible, bring underground 
infrastructure (water retention/sewer, util-
ities, etc.) and surface (safety features, road 
and [chopped off by editor at 20-word 
limit]. 

12.a. In the very specific zoning area 
designated for this in the PPU (southeast 
sector). 

12.b (v) Built by developers for the com-
munity as part of the “bonus zoning” 
option of the PPU (southeast sector). 

Gloria Rosado 
8.c. Take a case-by-case approach that 

aligns with my platform as presented at 
www.gloriarosado.ca – prioritizing safety, 
context-sensitive design, traffic calming, 
crosswalk [chopped off by editor at 20-word 
limit]. 

District 8 

Kathleen Kez and Christian Laurin did 
not meet the Independent’s deadline. 

Alec Chamlian 
8.c. Public consultations with residents 

and the community 
12.a. The city owns two parking lots on 

Tupper that could be used to this effect. 
12.b. (v) Public-private partnership.


