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Residents’ feedback reflected in consultants’ sum-up, mayor's remarks Two hockey greats meet up
Lower heights, indoor pool, greening

advocated for southeast project

By LAUREEN SWEENEY walks and making a seasonal public space
permanent on de Maisonneuve as a “logi-
Highlights from feedback following the  cal next step” in creating a lively space with
second public consultation on proposals a “community identity.”
for re-developing Westmount’s southeast The conclusions are based not only on
sector led off last week with requests to  the second and reportedly final public con-
lower the proposed maximum allowable sultation activity held November 14 at Vic-
height of buildings to better align with the  toria Hall but also on numerous letters and
Atwater Library and houses on the south comments received.
side of Dorchester. These were reproduced on some 57
This was the first of eight highlights internet pages containing 464 comments,
singled out by the city’s consultants, fol- now posted on the city’s Engage website.
lowed by the greening of public spaces,
construction of an indoor swimming pool

Preserve built heritage

fmd Cotr}rllrr}lssmr}[lnfg a- tragflc §tud]}; t(_) : Tfhls i(})lHStmT.nv? feedbailck Wﬂ(libe used Hockey star Sidney Crosby of the Pittsburgh Penguins visited Westmounter Alan Klinkhoff’s epony-
essern the impact ot re-contiguring Dor 0 retine the preliminary plan an ens.ur,e mous art gallery downtown February 14 for its Fine Art & Hockey exhibition. He is flanked by Alan’s
chester on traffic and parking. that it adequately meets the community’s sons Craig, left, and Jonathan, both former Westmounters. Craig is the exhibit’s curator and Jonathan

Among others were the proposed den-  current and future needs,” states the con- s the director of the firm’s Toronto office. In the background is Ken Danby’s iconic painting At the
sification of St. Catherine west of Atwater clusion by the city con- Crease, which — Alan tells the Independent — has never been shown before in Montreal. The exhibition
to revitalize the area, Widening of side- sultants. “The com- continued on p. 17 continues until February 21. PHOTO COURTESY OF GALERIE ALAN KLINKHOFF.
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ENGEL&VOLKERS
JOANNA MECHANIC

Ask me anything ¥ Real estate edition

Q: What does real estate mean to you?

A:Real estate is truly my passion. With over 16 years of experience in the
field, | have cultivated a deep love for working with my clients, devel-
oping relationships, and building trust. Guiding people through the
buying and selling process is more than just a transaction—it’s about
helping them achieve their real estate dreams.

My strong interest in design and architecture allows me to see the full
potential of every home. Having renovated over 15 properties—both
for clients and personally—I've developed a keen understanding of
structure, layout, and design possibilities. This experience enables
me to provide valuable insights that help my clients make informed
decisions. Additionally, | curate unique pieces to stage and elevate my
listings, ensuring that each home is showcased at its absolute best.

NEW PRICE « $1,760,000
61 Av. Thornhill, Westmount

2+2baths |

2 Garages ‘ 2,454 sqft lot
Buying or selling a home is one of life’s most significant journeys, and
| take great pride in making that process as smooth, enjoyable, and

successful as possible.

Q: Why Westmount?

A: Every morning, before heading out to help clients find their dream
homes, | walk my three kids and two dogs to school, and I’'m reminded
of just how special Westmount truly is.

This beautiful neighborhood is unlike any other—each home has its
own unique charm, and the combination of historic architecture, tree-
lined streets, and natural light makes it an exceptional place to live.
Westmount’s parks, schools, and sense of community create a magi-
cal environment for families, professionals, and investors alike.

FEATURED PROPERTY + $699,000
2020 Boul. René-Levesque o. #1410, Montreal

Beyond its beauty, Westmount is an incredible place to invest. Within 2beds | 2baths | 1Garage | 757sqft

these four square kilometers, you’ll find a real estate market that con-
sistently holds and increases in value. The walkability is another major
advantage—residents can easily access top schools, boutique shops,
specialty grocery stores, gyms, and countless extracurricular activi-
ties for children, all within minutes.

JOANNA MECHANIC
OlgxA00

Residential Real Estate Broker & Advisor
T.514 979-5520

joanna.mechanic@engelvoelkers.com

ﬁ @ @JoannaMechanic

For me, Westmount isn’t just a place to live; it’s a lifestyle, a commu-
nity, and a long-term investment. Helping others find their perfect
home here is an absolute privilege.
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MORTGAGES WITH MICHAEL

The world of residential mortgages has come along
way, today’s borrowers have so many more options
than ever before. It’s not just about the old-school
fixed and variable rates anymore.With so many
choices, picking the right mortgage can feel like
solving a puzzle, but that’s where a good mortgage
broker comesin!

There are many specialized and niche programs
designed to fit different needs, like:

« Insured vs. Uninsured Mortgages: Depending on
how much you’re putting down; you might need
mortgage insurance. If you're putting down less
than 20%, you will need to get mortgage insur-
ance. But if you've got a larger down payment, you
could go with an uninsured mortgage for more
flexibility.

« Self-Employed Programs: No traditional pay-
checks? No problem. These mortgages are
designed for entrepreneurs and business owners,
using things like business income and assets to
figure out how much you can borrow.

« Purchase-Plus-Improvement Loans: Found the per-
fect house, but it needs a little TLC? This loan lets you
finance the purchase and the renovations allin one go,
so you don’t have to juggle multiple loans or budgets

« Alternative Lending Solutions: For folks with
non-traditional incomes (think freelancers, gig
workers, or anyone who's a little outside the box).
These loans get creative to make sure you’ve got
options, even if your financial situation doesn’t
follow the usual path.

We are here to help you figure out what works best
for you, balancing your goals with the rates and
terms that make sense. Think of them as your mort-
gage GPS, guiding you to the best solution without
getting lost along the way.

We love to collaborate, learn, and share—helping
clients and partners achieve their goals. We just
happen to be really good at mortgages (and love
doing them!).

Michael Noik - Mortgage Specialist

C: 514-947-4705
Mnoik@hivemortgage.ca
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Public Security helps girl
with injured foot at winter carnival

BY LAUREEN SWEENEY

An eight-year-old Westmount girl who
injured her foot while sliding at King
George (Murray) Park January 8 during the
city’s Winter Carnival was eventually taken
to hospital to be evaluated, Public Security
officials said. A patrolling officer had been
flagged down at Murray and Montrose
avenues at 12:05 pm and Urgences Santé
called.

While awaiting their response, the girl,
who was with her father as well as a doctor
from the Children’s Hospital, was also at-
tended by a city worker and two PSOs. But
after waiting some 45 minutes, the call to
Urgences Santé was finally cancelled by
the father after he and the doctor on the
scene decided to transport the girl to hos-
pital themselves.

The circumstances of the accident were
not reported but “it appeared that it had
happened on the sliding hill,” officials
said.

Police Report

Last week, the Independent was unable
to reach the police for comment. — DP.

N
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Snow contractor fined $468
for illegal dumping

A ticket was issued February 3 for
dumping snow from a parking lot on Vic-
toria Ave. after the street had already been
cleared, according to Public Security offi-
cials.

A trail of snow leading from the lot to
the street had been noticed by the passing
patroller at 9:40 pm.

A tractor was subsequently discovered
moving the snow from the back of a com-
mercial building and dumping it onto the
clean street. A ticket for $468 was issued
and sent to the building.

95-year-old
falls outside library

Public Security received a call January
30 for a woman who had fallen in West-
mount Park outside the library, officials
said.

They found the woman lying on the
ground at 2:22 pm. She was reported as liv-
ing nearby and having felt fine before suf-
fering “a malaise” and falling. No other
details were available.

 AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC.
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA)
(Proudly serving our community over more than 20 years)

Professional Accountmg, Tax & Business Advisory Services

@ *cpas il
$ INCOME TAX RETURN $
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- Personal & corporate income tax returns
« Consultation on corporate structure
- Real estate statements preparation
« Tenants’ Relevé 31 preparation
- Financial statements & Bookkeeping
- GST, QST, & Payroll reports

| 514 227-8765

;6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 2258, H3X 278
] email: awan.irshad@sympatico. ca |
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New Construction in Westmount

v 2&3bedrooms/
penthouses

v Garage included v Warranty plan

more affordable units available

Visit our Sales Office and find your dream home! Book an appointment today.

@ hillsidelane.ca

4431 Sainte-Catherine

o (438) 875-9969 Street West, Westmount

- Start the New Year with
] Westmount'’s trusted pharmacy!

At Uniprix Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji, we pride ourselves on delivering
exceptional customer service, quick and efficient prescription
filling, and personalized wellness consultations to meet your
unique health needs.

#  Asalocal compounding pharmacy, we go beyond the ordinary to
| create custom medications tailored just for you and your loved ones.

Visit us today and experience the difference
of personalized care, right here in Westmount.

o BERTRAND COHEN TENOUDJI FiiRuacy
® s . 5025 Sherbrooke (est of claremont) 514-484-2222 Fax: 514-484-2205
street-level entrance - free parking in the back of medical building

pharmacymontreal@gmail.com www.montrealpharmacy.com

{

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

Port Royal: Luxuriously renovated 2 bedroom,

W g
Old Montreal: Spacious open plan. Garden-level

OLD PORT

Westmount Adj: Manoir Belmont - elegant, renovated

PIED-A-TERRE
!

Westmount: Impeccable, heritage-style home with

Susan Lond (Leduc)

Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088
slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca

Géraldine Libraty
Real Estate Broker
514.962.5563
glibraty@sothebysrealty.ca

1bedroom, 1 bathroom in excellent full service
building with pool, gym and 24 hour doormen

MLS 27069038 | $679,000

4 bedrooms and 2+1 bathrooms. Walking distance to
Greene Avenue and all amenities.

MLS 27057296 | $10,500 /MONTH

apartment over 1,200 sq. ft. with 2 bedrooms and 1+1
bathrooms. Garage.

MLS 27557505 | $849,000

2 bathroom corner unit. Impeccably designed and
executed.

MLS 28275374 | $1,395,000

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Québec

sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.
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ACCESSOIRES DE MODE ET DE MAISON
FASHION AND HOME ACCESSORIES

ART ET ARTS DECORATIFS DU VINGTIEME SIECLE
FINE AND DECORATIVE ARTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY

1 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, SUITE CK-05
MONTREAL [QC] CANADA H3Z 2P9
514.-602-1545

HERBIE

Starting with Sherbrooke and Wood
Montreal replacing water valve chambers in Westmount

By LAUREEN SWEENEY

Work under way to re-construct a water
valve chamber at the Sherbrooke and
Wood intersection is a project of the city
of Montreal on its primary water service
line, explained Elisa Gaetano, director of
Westmount’s Engineering department. It
is entirely managed and funded by Mon-
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Looking northwest from the south side of Sherbrooke near Dawson’s main entrance towards Wood Ave. and the Queen Elizabeth Gardens park on
February 14.

Nansenhaus Ski-In, Ski-Out Townhome
135 Ch. Desmarais, Mont-Tremblant

Experience the ultimate mountain lifestyle in this exclusive
Nansenhaus townhome, a coveted ski-in, ski-out property in a prime
~ location at Mont-Tremblant. This corner unit offers unparalleled access
~ tothe slopes, making it a dream retreat for avid skiers. Situated next
to the Mont-Tremblant resort, you'll enjoy world-class skiing, vibrant
village life, and year-round adventures.

MLS 16251008 | BED:4 | BATH:2+1 | $1,625,000

sothebysrealt

Sotheby’s | Québec
TEAM HERBERT RATSCH INTERNATIONAL REALTY
Gt i agTi | Carmacinl srat e
514.884.8269 819.429.9019

Private Westmount Office
240-4115 Sherbrooke O., Westmount

Private Mont-Tremblant Office
2670 chemin du Lac-Supérieur, Lac-Supérieur

HERBIE.CA

lty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency. Sotheby's International Realty Québec HR.

treal on a contract awarded by Montreal to
Les Entreprises Cogenex.

The chamber being worked on now is
one of five on this stretch of pipe, which
traverses Westmount from east to west via
Sherbrooke and Céte St. Antoine.

In announcing the work, the city’s web-
site explained that the rehabilitation and
re-construction of valve chambers on Sher-

Rent
your next

dream home

Our dedicated service
team will ensure that
your rental experience
with Groupe Copley

is tfruly outstanding.
Questions? Reach out

info@groupecopley.com
or 514 656-6437

P4 Copley l

brooke and Wood would begin February 5
and is expected to last for approximately
13 weeks. Work is to take place Monday to
Friday, from 7 am. to 6 pm.

During this work to maintain and im-
prove local infrastructure, some changes to
traffic and parking are to be affected. On
Sherbrooke, for ex-
ample, westbound traf-
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continued on p. 8

e

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

Choose from our large
selection of luxury homes
for rent in Greater Montreal

View our homes on our new website:

groupecopley.com
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February 23, 2-4 pm
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NDG | 4566 BEACONSFIELD Bunn Berke
Welcome to a lovely condo in vibrant y

Monkland Village. This charming second Residential & Commercial Real Estate Broker
floor condo boasts 3 spacious bedrooms;

bright and airy space with natural light,
Steps away from cafes, boutiques and bberkeprofusidn@gmail com

many amenities... unbeatable location
MLS 17177957 $675,000 51 4 3 4 7 1 9 2 8

PROFUS I ON Fﬂrbes PROFUSION REALTY INC. - REAL ESTATE AGENCY

Looking west from Academy Rd. towards the Westmount recreation centre on February 13, during (X | AT FALR .E
the first of two recent snowstorms. PHOTO COURTESY OF SAM BEITEL. Mmoo B TLTER Frea e o

o

ROSEMARIE MARTIN

51 4_ 592_ 32 4 l|. Frontag Livi‘ﬁgr:bom Balcon l '|| ‘5?
: UPPER DUPLEX. on 2 levels, Renovated 3 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms, 3rd floor mezzanine with roof top patio + 2 balconies. Walk to MONKLAND shops, restaurants,
RMARTIN@REMAX-QUEBEC.COM schools, parks, city transportation. $775,000 Centris #15785789

i

4
B
0

Kitchen ) o N ] Patio

Living roo

WESTMOUNT. FIRST TIME on market in 28 years. Prime location walk to Victoria Village shops, parks, schools, recreation centers. Spacious family home, 4 bedrooms, 2" bathrooms, deck & garden. Family
room, laundry room, storage in basement. 2 car parking off Arlington lane. $1,950,000 Centris #23664237

514-592-3244 REAX
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SOUTHEAST PLAN
ADDRESSES MANY ISSUES

There has been a lot of speculation sur-
rounding Westmount’s southeast plan, par-
ticularly with the proposed 25-storey height
limit for a single lot [at Atwater and St.
Catherine]. There is no reason to panic for
something that hasn’t happened yet, es-
pecially when this area has needed re-devel-
opment for the better part of a decade.

Housing is desperately needed through-
out Montreal and this is a prime spot for
something to alleviate the state of housing
we're in. While I understand the concern
for protecting the price of your own home,
especially if you are banking on it for retire-
ment, a new development will not decrease
the price of your homes because in the
long term it will provide new life to the
neighbourhood and thus make it more
desirable to live in.

Leaving the southeast in its current state
is untenable and these are merely plans for
the future. Nothing is set in stone yet.

When I was a student at Dawson, I can’t
recall a single time my friends ever ven-
tured past Alexis Nihon or the Atwater
Forum because it felt unsafe. Giving people
a place to live to bring life to the area is pro-
ductive and reacting in such a hysterical
way to some potentially denser buildings
instead of rationally advocating for services
and amenities that we need helps no one.

Housing affordability is such a problem
that my close friend who lives near Greene
in St. Henri is paying an individual share
of $700 a month for a unit that has no air
conditioning with three other roommates,
excluding the ants. Housing for my gener-
ation is sorely needed unless we plan on
living with our parents well into our 30s
and the southeast is such a great opportun-
ity to provide this supply.

There are plenty of things to panic about
given the current state of the world but

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

some taller buildings, less parking and new
people in the neighbourhood are far from
the danger to Westmount’s character that
they're framed as. There are already build-
ings that are as tall or taller than what’s pro-
posed! And if we look at places like New
York City or even Paris, there are plenty of
examples of beautiful, taller buildings that
are well integrated into the neighbourhood.

Cities change all the time, otherwise we
would still be living on farm land. There are
certain provincial regulations the city must
follow as well, which have not been well
communicated in the participatory process.
I study urban planning at Concordia and I
don’t think the current outline is doomed
for failure. It can either be: we leave it as is,
or do our best to work with the city for what
is best for the community by demanding
certain amenities to accompany these
changes, like an indoor pool, additional
green space, affordable housing, ensuring
proper heritage integration through archi-
tectural choices, additional schools, etc.

Opposing a plan to bring new life to the
sector is only going to fatigue the city and
reduce its willingness to listen and truly
account for feedback. There is a reason
multiple [Quebec] mayors, including
Mayor Smith, aren’t seeking re-election.
We have to be reasonable, and listening
goes in both directions.

Jessica WINTON, RosLYN AVE.

CITY SHOULD BUY
ST. CATHERINE LOTS

The sud-est re-development project has
seen many debates, dog-and-pony shows,
letters and questions to council. Obviously,
money has been spent on due process.
And the debates go on.

In my opinion, another alternative is
needed to move forward.

-

Editor

David Price: 514.935.4537
editor@westmountindependent.com

Chief reporter
Laureen Sweeney
Graphics
Ted Sancton
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The several lots/buildings along St.
Catherine St. are owned by different indi-
viduals and corporations. So this is a col-
lection of small lots unless these owners
can come to an agreement.

There is an opportunity for the city to
lead in the re-development. The city buys
the properties and re-zones to create value.
Ask developers to submit projects for con-
sideration.

This method will generate a profit for
the city with the increased land value.
Money to upgrade infrastructure.

FREDERICK GIRVAN, VICTORIA AVE.

BN w5

[E—

One block, one owner? Looking east on St. Catherine towards Atwater from near Wood Ave. on

February 7.

GIVEN RESIDENT FEEDBACK,
CITY’S PRIORITIES, SMALLER
RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

MAKE SENSE IN SOUTHEAST

For those of you following the develop-
ment of Westmount’s southeast Special
Planning Programme, all of the comments
that were submitted online have been
posted and can be viewed at engage.west
mount.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/
23-0721-Annexe_WSE_PPU-v5.pdf

For a deeper dive, the proposal that the
comments reflected can be found at
engage.westmount.org/wp-content/
uploads/2024/11/20240610_21-0721-West
mountPPU-Consultation-publique_
20241114.pdf

A total of 464 comments were received,
which makes for a lot of reading. In sum-
mary, the top three issues raised related to
preservation of the Atwater Library (over
200 mentions), concerns about building
heights on Dorchester (~95 mentions) and
traffic and parking concerns (~50 men-
tions).

Perhaps more surprising are some of
the other comments regarding the pro-
posed location of the indoor pool and the
need for additional green space.

While there appears to be general sup-
port for an indoor pool, many questioned
whether the proposed location makes

sense. Issues raised include whether it
would be central enough to Westmount
residents if located on the eastern edge of
the city and, since it would not be central
and therefore not walkable for most resi-
dents, where users would be able to park.

Another issue is that the city claims that
development in the area is being driven by
a need to increase residential density near
transportation hubs like the Atwater Metro.
If that is true, why use such a critical loca-
tion for non-residential units?

Rather than the proposed 10-storey
building bordering Dorchester and Tupper
shown as part of the pool development,
more residential units could be created in
that space by moving the pool elsewhere
and building to a height on two storeys on

PHOTO & CAPTION: INDEPENDENT.

the Dorchester side and three storeys on
the Tupper side.

Contrary to what one might think,
many questioned the need for additional
green space in the area. It was pointed out
that there is a park between Dorchester
and St. Catherine, just west of the RCMP
building. As lovely as this park is, it is rare-
ly used. There is a concern that new space
could end up underused, or an extension
of Cabot Square. There was particular criti-
cism of the design of a public square due
to all the “hardscaping.”

Perhaps it would be better to create
additional greenspace by having larger set-
backs around any new buildings along
Dorchester. This would be enjoyed by resi-
dents of those buildings as well as all ped-
estrians passing through the area.

Jim RicHARDS, DORCHESTER BLvD.

CLAREMONT AVE. PLAN OUT
OF TOUCH WITH REALITY

Attending the recent open house (see
February 4, p. 12) at Victoria Hall where
the “final” (I hope not!) plan was presented
to the community for the Claremont Ave.
re-build project was an exercise in frustra-
tion for me — and for many of my neigh-
bours that I met. The “final” plan includes
a northbound bike path and considerable
beautification elements that are, in my
opinion, nice-to-haves... but certainly not
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must-haves.

It seems obvious that the current goat-
path condition of Claremont needs to be
fixed, and I have no doubt that underlying
infrastructure needs urgent attention.
However, there are many elements of the
plan that are out of touch with reality.

The plan reduces on-street parking dra-
matically from 60+ spaces down to 22, and
there is nothing in the plan for resident-
only parking. This is a recipe for disaster
for residents and local merchants alike.

A northbound bike path seems almost
laughable: what constituency is this meant
to address? A bike path that has its starting
point at the corner of Sherbrooke and
Claremont with no integration at this start-
ing point with any current or future bike
path..why? [ would really like to see a needs
analysis that prompted this requirement
and who are these e-bike riders that we are
catering to, who can go up this hill?

Have Westmounters been clamouring
for this bike path?

Given the council’s concerns over rising
infrastructure costs, can we not get a pro-
posal that addresses essential infrastruc-
ture needs? One that is not adorned by
nice-to-haves such as broader-than-requir-
ed sidewalks, planters and greenspaces
that are never going to be appreciated be-
cause (almost) no one takes leisurely strolls
up and down Claremont to appreciate the
greenery. [ can attest that finding parking
at most times of the day is a huge challenge
and it is has been this way for the 35 years
we have lived on Claremont. The construc-
tion work will be challenging, but we
understand it needs to be done. What really
concerns me is the anticipation of an utter-
ly disappointing finished product.

Claremont is a busy corridor with busses,
cars, trucks. People use Claremont to get
to their homes or to access Sherbrooke
coming from NDG. Squeezing Claremont
into two narrow car lanes is a disaster in
waiting. Let’s try to save a few bucks on this
project by including the must-have ele-
ments only.

Back to the drawing board...please!

Bruce KEMERER, CLAREMONT AVE.

THIS SHOULDN’T BE HARD:
WHAT 1S WESTMOUNT’S DEFICIT?

On January 13, council approved by-laws
allowing for a total of $23,894,400 in loans
to be undertaken for Westmount infra-
structure projects (see January 28, p. 1).

On that very January 13, I asked mayor
and council to give me the number for “the
existing deficit” of the city. Mayor Smith
said to me “We will send you the exact
number,” and again, “We’ll provide the
numbers.”” T expected a subsequent e-mail
over the next weeks with this figure in it
but received no such communication.

At the council meeting on February 3,
2025, I indicated during first question

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR
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Looking east at Riverview Lane from Abbott on February 7. Riverview Lane runs parallel to St. Cather-

ine from Lewis Ave. to the dead-end visible here.

period that I had not received the promised
information. Then the mayor, the director
general and even Councillor D’Amico indi-
cated to me that I could not have this in-
formation now and would have to wait for
the audited city statements in the spring.

I think the contradictory assertions and
the refusal to discuss the general deficit
are both unacceptable. The city uses “man-
agement thresholds” or “seuils de gestions”
in order to manage its operating deficit, so
Westmount should be able to give citizens
at least an estimate of its current operating
deficit. Is it $24 million, or considerably
above that? We should know.

In the difficult financial climate of
today, the public in a municipality must be
informed clearly about the city’s real fiscal
situation. How else can the public judge
whether a possible tax rise is reasonable or
not? And from the administrative view-
point, surely transparency is better than
slapping tax rises on a citizenry that is left
in the dark.

PATRICK BARNARD, MELVILLE AVE.

New HiLLSIDE AVE. COMPOST,
GARBAGE PICK-UP IMPRACTICAL,
DEGRADING

When I contacted the city [the week of
January 20-24] to say my compost had not
been picked up from our back lane, T was
shocked to discover that the city depart-
ment overseeing waste management had
done follow-up and discovered a “violation”
of the new by-law concerning waste pick
up, i.e. pick-up is not to be via Riverview
Lane, which has been flagged as inaccess-
ible.

And yet for the first seven months of
the new service, compost has continued to
be collected from behind our homes.

The city advised the collection service
that it was “in violation of the by-law.” So,
unbeknownst to we residents, we are now
expected to drag our compost around the
block (we are rowhouses) to the front of

PHOTO: INDEPENDENT.

our property for pick-up. Additionally,
when I was asked where our garbage is col-
lected, I was told the corner of Riverview
Lane and Abbott is not acceptable as it is
also in “violation.”

So, although for the last seven months
under the new system, waste collection
continued to be done via our lane, the city’s
garbage police has tracked down infrac-
tions of this new system, and is forcing this
impractical and quite frankly degrading
system of waste pick-up.

As a senior citizen and taxpaying resi-
dent of this community I deserve better.

VIRGINIA EiriorT, HILLSIDE AVE.

KEEP THE INDEPENDENT'’S
PORTAL OPEN

This is an appeal to beg the Westmount
Independent’s editor not to succumb to the
post-COVID epidemic of “portal mania.”

This affliction is becoming so wide-
spread that one is convinced there must be
a “portal salesman” going around to insti-
tutions, selling (hawking?) encrypted event
horizons, guarded by user names and ever-
changing passwords, obscuring our ap-
proaches to the black hole that buries all
relevant information beyond our reaches.

Do not let this happen to online access

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Estate &
Moving Sales

Professional Evaluations
Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff
Clean-up after sale

lona & Marvin
514-501-9072

to the Independent.

This letter is in response to the electrify-
ing Christmas gift from Hydro Westmount
saying that they are “thrilled to announce
the launch” of their “brand new ‘Customer
Space portal’ designed exclusively for” me!

Sounds like they want to blast me off
into the cosmos, past the Christmas star,
via a wormbhole, through which I must
mentally crawl to a parallel cyber-universe.

Is this an example of conservation of en-
ergy? The more consumers ejected into space,
the less power needed here in Westmount?

Elon Musk and SpaceX must be quak-
ing in their boots at this unexpected 51st
state source of competition, threatening to
make Canada great again.

Awakening from this New Age reverie,
I have been reassured by the good people
at Hydro Westmount that I will receive my
invoices via email as per usual. This must
be an example of Hawking energy leaking
material from the information black hole.

Portal immunity at last! Stephen Hawk-
ing be praised; he must be posthumously
influencing Westmount customer service.

With tongue in cheek,

ANTHONY WALTER, LANSDOWNE AVE.

Editor’s reply: 1 too am skeptical of techno-
logical change for its own sake and I have
no plans to un-do the work that our time
machine does to keep the Independent’s
website firmly in 2002. — DP.

WHEN QUALITY &
EXPERTISE COUNT!
You NEep To CALL

ZDU (=] Eml:.

RUG & CARPET
CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Hand wash & repairs

of new and
antique rugs

Furniture & Wall to Wall
Carpeting Experts

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING
WESTMOUNTERS WITH
OUTSTANDING SERVICE

AND WORKMANSHIP

914-825-5500

zourikcleaning@gmail.com
@ REFERRED FOR A REASON u
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Centre Greene’s books balance, board treasurer tells AGM

By MARTIN C. BARRY

In spite of Centre Greene’s program and
event costs rising 32 percent last year while
regaining momentum after the COVID
pandemic, the community centre has been
paying all its expenses without having to
fall back on cash reserves, Centre Greene’s
treasurer revealed on February 6 during its
annual general meeting.

“We're basically balancing our books,”
said Gerard Fellerath, a Westmounter who
has served on the Centre Greene board for
decades.

With funds set aside exclusively for capi-
tal improvements at the Greene Ave. build-
ing, a complete renovation of the centre’s
third-floor meeting room and workspace
was carried out last year, the cost being
paid off as the work took place.

As a result, Centre Greene now has a

Maccarone’s
bursaries offered
for fifth time

Provincial legislator for West-
mount-St. Louis Jennifer Maccarone
announced the fifth edition of her stu-
dent bursary program by press release
February 4. A total of four bursaries
and $3,000 will be awarded to two
CEGEP students and two undergrad-
uate university students.

To be eligible for the Jennifer Mac-
carone Student Bursary, students
must reside in the riding, be regis-
tered full time for the 2025 winter
semester at a CEGEP or university in
Quebec, and be a permanent resident
or citizen.

Selected recipients will be evalu-
ated based on relevance and original-
ity of their applications, community
involvement, knowledge of the riding
and creativity.

“I'm thrilled to launch the latest
edition of my student bursary pro-
gram, part of my commitment to fos-
tering educational opportunities. In
investing in our students, we invest in
the future. This initiative reflects my
unwavering belief that every aspiring
mind deserves a chance to shine, and
together, we are shaping a brighter
tomorrow,” Maccarone was quoted as
saying in the release.

The deadline to complete the on-
line application form (form.asana.
com/?k=1Lw-EOfCKe00430cqRA
rcg&d=1125438713768840) is March 3
at midnight. — WL
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en, Gerard Fellerath, Willem Westenberg, Michele Beacom and Peter

Marcovitz.

Other board members not in the photo: Jonathan Cheung, Harethuza Costa, Christine Harkness, Karine Limage, Giselle Murphy, Nicola Pelly and

Trevor Williams.

beautiful new area for staff to work, as well
as aroom that is available for rentals along
with a kitchenette.

“More than just a physical improve-
ment, this renovation is an investment in
our future — one that will allow us to con-
tinue fostering connection and belonging
for years to come,” said Centre Greene
executive director Heather Hodges, allud-
ing to the renovation in her own report.

Fellerath said Centre Greene manage-
ment will continue to earmark funds for
building improvements going forward,
while noting that the building (which is
owned by the city of Westmount) is in “very
good shape.”

While Centre Greene obtains around 60

Water valve, cont'd from p. 4

fic will be diverted to a one-way lane, while
eastbound traffic will be maintained with
two lanes between Elm and Atwater.

Wood is to be completely closed to
northbound traffic from Sherbrooke to
Barat. On-street parking will not be avail-
able for the entire duration of the works.

“The city of Montreal performs annual
inspections on their primary network
water chambers and plans for their recon-
struction or rehabilitation when it is
necessary,” Gaetano said.

“The water chambers on the primary
network are necessary for the proper oper-

percent of its operating funds through ren-
tals and self-generated revenue, they count
on donations for the remaining 40 percent
of expenses.

“So far, the formula has been working
successfully and we count on community
support to keep the centre vital,” Fellerath
said.

Some significant events that Centre
Greene partnered with other organizations
to hold last year included the Great Sand-
wich Marathon (in conjunction with Bread
& Beyond, see September 24, 2024, p. 17),
which resulted in 5,640 sandwiches being
made for organizations supporting the
homeless in Montreal.

As well, the centre partnered with

ation of the network, including the manip-
ulation of valves, access for inspections,
flushing of pipes, disinfection of the water
main following work, among other use
cases.”

To open and close water supply

In general, valve chambers are used to
open and close water supply and sewage
pipelines. The diameter of the valve
chamber is selected depending on the
diameter of the pipelines, the number and
dimensions of valves.

In this case, the chamber being worked
on is on a primary water main that meas-
ures 900 mm (90 cm) in diameter and is

Ladies of Sandwich for the Warm Welcome
to Montreal initiative. For this project, win-
terwear was gathered for children and
families staying at the YMCA-operated
temporary housing facility on Tupper St.
for asylum seekers and refugees.

Board president Michele Beacom, who
was presiding her first AGM since taking
on the chairperson’s role last year,
expressed her support for Hodges’ leader-
ship.

“I've been thrilled to watch how Heather
has grown into an excellent leader who
cares passionately about Centre Greene,”
she said, adding that she “leads her team
of dedicated staff with wisdom and com-
passion.”

used to supply neighbouring boroughs and
parts of Westmount’s secondary water net-
work, Gaetano said. The work is on one of
Montreal’s primary potable water supply
pipes from the Vincent d’Indy pumping
station.

Temporary interruptions to the potable
water supply are expected. Affected resi-
dents and businesses are to be notified 48
hours in advance through specific notices.

Information on the inspection and
maintenance of the water systems can be
found at montreal.ca/en/articles/why-
perform-maintenance-waterworks-system-
20473.
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A SELECTION OF OUR LUXURY PROPERTIES

COZY PIED-A-TERRE | MAGNIFICENT POOL CORNER UNIT | PANORAMIC VIEW CHARMING TOWNHOUSE | FULLY RENOVATED

$1,495,000 i : \ $1,088,000

LUXURIOUS APARTMENT | IDEAL PIED-A-TERRE

$1,995,000
SIR GEORGES SIMPSONS #2B, ALTORIA #2806, TERRASSE TRAFALGAR, RITZ CARLTON #750,
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE INTERNATIONAL DISTRICT WESTMOUNT ADJACENT GOLDEN SQUARE MILE
LARGE OPEN LIVING AREA | RIVER VIEW STUNNING DUPLEX PENTHOUSE | CANAL & CITY VIEW SUMPTUOUS PENTHOUSES | DROP DEAD VIEWS

$2,299,000 $2,595,000
SOLANO #1902, LE CANAL #PH907,
OLD PORT LE SUD-OUEST

SUMPTUOUS APARTMENT | MOUNTAIN & RIVER VIEWS INCREDIBLY SPACIOUS APARTMENT | FULLY RENOVATED

BEAUX - ARTS #17W, PORT - ROYAL #3004,
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE GOLDEN SQUARE MILE nm vt\E‘s"Tagt‘JAr!llT\TER'

LUXURY REAL ESTATE HAS A NAME

MARIE-YVONNE PAINT

MYPAINT.CA - 514933 5888 - f in

ROYAL LEPAGE HERITAGE - REAL ESTATE AGENCY INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED / MARIE-YVONNE PAINT - CHARTERED REAL ESTATE BROKER
HALL OF FAME ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE CANADA, 2005 (INDIV.) NO 1 ROYAL LEPAGE QUEBEC 2018,2017,2016,2015,2012, 2011, 2010, 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002, 2001
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Apollonius’ Argonautica come to life

McGill students bring ancient Greek epic to Vic Hall stag

By MARTIN C. BARRY

For more than a century, Victoria Hall
has been closely associated with drama and
the performing arts, providing a stage for
many an aspiring actor and actress.

And Westmounters themselves, it would
seem, can nhever get enough live play-acting,
staged in Victoria Hall’s main auditorium.

As proof, more than 60 people turned
out on the afternoon of February 9 to see
a cast of McGill University students of
Greek and Latin classics perform The Argo-
nautica, a dramatization of a Greek epic
poem written by Apollonius of Rhodes, a
3rd century BC librarian, scholar, rhetor-
ician and poet.

Not the only ‘classics’ play

The McGill Classics Play, which staged
the production, is a non-profit venture cre-
ated at McGill to offer classics students a
unique cultural experience through per-
formances based on Greek and Latin lit-
erature.

Deena Aziz, a Montreal-based screen-
writer and actress, helped the students con-
vert their ideas into an actual script. The
producer was McGill University history

Xomed

CLINIQUE MEDICO-ESTHETIQUE

VISAGE ET CORPS
FACE & BODY

Rajeunissement et amélioration
de la qualité de la peau

Rejuvenation and improvement
of skin quality

TRAITEMENT DES VARICES
VARICOSE VEINS

PRENDRE RENDEZ-VOUS
514 342.8346

4484, SHERBROOKE O. WESTMOUNT -

of Victoria Hall on Sunday February 9.

and classical studies department associate
professor Lynn Kozak.

While Apollonius of Rhodes is nowhere
nearly as well known as the 8th century BC
Greek poet Homer, Carys Foulds and Jer-
icho O’Keefe (who co-directed the produc-
tion) said in program notes that they chose
Argonautica because it was “in our humble

e

DR JOHN ROWEN

Médecine esthétique - Phlébologie
Aesthetic medicine - Phlebology

CCFP (EM) Fellow CSP

WWW.XOMED.CA

e Sy o e | =
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McGill University students of Greek and Latin classics performed a play based on The Argonautica by Apollonius of Rhodes in the main auditorium

estimation, an underrated text, overlooked
in favor of bolder epics such as the Iliad or
Odyssey.”

In the last few years, the students have
staged several productions in Victoria Hall,
as well as at other venues in the Montreal
region. They were surprised by the solid
turnout for their latest production.

L
il ‘,:Sl

— o

“We were not expecting this, actually,”
said O’Keefe, noting they had set up 60
chairs beforehand and more were needed.

While there was no stage lighting (just
as in ancient Greece) and some of the
voices could have used amplification, all
the students knew their lines and delivered
them effortlessly.

* Online Grade 12 Program

* Empowering learners and families
through comprehensive online schooling

and expert consulting.

A School

www.schooladvice.net
infoischooladvice.net

Free 30 minute consultation
438.300.6190
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514.934.2480 GROUPE LOVEWHEREYOULIVE

CHRISTINA
MILLER

CHRISTINAMILLER.CA

PROFUSION Forbes

I M M OB Il LI ER GLOBAL PROPERTIES

70 AV. MAPLEWOOD, OUTREMONT 940 CH. DU BORD-DU-LAC-LAKESHORE, DORVAL 755 AV. UPPER-LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT 323 AV. SIMCOE, MONT-ROYAL
8 BEDS, 6+4 BATHS | $11,000,000 5+2 BEDS, 6+1 BATHS | $5,850,000 5+1BEDS, 3+2 BATHS | $3,549,000 4+1BEDS, 3+2 BATHS | $3,495,000

672 AV. BELMONT, WESTMOUNT 4315 AV. MONTROSE, WESTMOUNT 3015 CH. DE BRESLAY, VILLE-MARIE 652 AV. MURRAY HILL, WESTMOUNT
441 BEDS, 3 BATHS | $2,915,000 4 BEDS, 2+1 BATHS | $2,398,000 3 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,395,000 4 BEDS, 2+2 BATHS | $2,385,000

3535 AV. GREY, CDN/NDG 478 AV. GROSVENOR, WESTMOUNT 428 AV.WOOD, WESTMOUNT 3777 AV. GREY, CDN/NDG
4+1BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,345,000 4+1 BEDS, 2+2 BATHS | $1,998,000 3 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $1,850,000 4 BEDS, 1+1 BATHS | $1,585,000

Groupe Christina Miller - Real Estate Brokers | 1 Westmount Square #711, Westmount (QC) H3Z 2P9 | Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency
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MEETING

Monday, March 17

En cours de construction

Le nouveau site Web de la Ville

arrive ce printemps!

La mise en ligne du nouveau site est
prévue pour le printemps 2025. Plus
rapide, plus épuré, avec de nouvelles
fonctionnalités, le nouveau site Web a été
entiérement repensé. westmount.org

The City’s new website is coming
this spring!

The new official website is scheduled to
launchin the spring of 2025. Faster,
sleeker, and with new features, the new
site has been fully redesigned.
westmount.org

Taxes fonciéres : premier versement
exigible le 26 février 2025

Les comptes de taxes municipales 2025 sont
disponibles en ligne depuis lundi le 20 janvier et
ont été envoyés par la poste le mardi 28 janvier.
La date limite pour le premier versement est le
mercredi 26 février 2025. westmount.org

Sports et loisirs : inscription pour les
activités du printemps

La période d’inscription pour le printemps 2025
a débutée le 11 février pour les résidents de
Westmount et débutera le 25 février pour les
non-résidents. westmount.org/ inscriptionenligne

Assemblée de consultation publique —
Projet de réglement 1625

25 février, 19 h, hotel de ville. Une assemblée de
consultation publique aura lieu au sujet du projet
de réglement 1625 visant a modifier certaines
dispositions du réglement de zonage concernant
la plantation et la protection des arbres et les
surfaces végétales en cour latérale.
westmount.org

Imagine Westmount Sud-Est

Le rapport de la derniére consultation publique est
maintenant disponible sur la plateforme de
participation citoyenne Participez Westmount.

engage.westmount.org/westmountsudest

BIBLIOTHEQUE ET EVENEMENTS COMMUNAUTAIRES

La Galerie du Victoria Hall : appel de
dossiers

Du 15 février au 15 avril, les artistes de
Westmount peuvent soumettre leur candidature
pour la saison d’exposition a la Galerie du Victoria
Hall. Les artistes sélectionnés auront une
exposition solo ou partagée. westmount.org

=
Concours littéraire McEntyre 2025
Les éléves du primaire ou du secondaire qui
fréquentent une école de Westmount, qui
habitent a Westmount ou qui sont abonnés a

une bibliothéque a Westmount, sont invités a
participer au Concours littéraire McEntyre 2025.
Les créations doivent étre soumises en ligne ou a
la Bibliothéque avant le 30 mars 2025.
westlib.org

E-WESTMOUNT | inscrivez-vous « sign up: westmount.org/ewestmount

Lecture théatrale — Silent Voices:

A Play with Music

22 février, 14 h, Victoria Hall. En anglais. Sept
actrices feront une lecture théatralisée de la
piéce, entrecoupée de musique, suivie d’'une
discussion avec la dramaturge Gabrielle Soskin.
westlib.org

Concert : Echos nordiques

26 fevrier, 19 h, Victoria Hall. Le célébre duo de
Marina Thibeault et Janelle Fung ravit le public
international par ses interprétations envoltantes
et sa présence engageante. Elles proposent un
programme riche et diversifié pour alto et piano.
westmount.org

Conférence — Apart From Cancer, I'm
Perfectly Healthy and Intend to Stay

That Way

22 mars, 14 h, Salle Westmount. En anglais. Diana
Bruno, auteure de dictionnaires, expliquera sile
cancer est plus facile la deuxiéme fois, sielle a
appris a parler couramment le « médical » tout en
naviguant dans le systéme de santé et comment
elle a retrouvé sa vie active. westlib.org

Property taxes: first payment due on
February 26, 2025

The 2025 municipal tax accounts have been
available online since Monday, January 20, and
were mailed on Tuesday, January 28. The
deadline for the first payment is Wednesday,
February 26, 2025. westmount.org

Sports and Recreation: registration
for spring activities

The registration period for 2025 spring has
begun on February 11 for Westmount residents
and will begin February 25 for non-residents.
westmount.org/onlineregistration

Public consultation meeting — Draft

by-law 1625

February 25, 7 p.m., City Hall. A public
consultation meeting will be held to discuss the
draft by-law 1625, which aims to amend certain
provisions of the zoning by-law concerning the
planting and protection of trees and vegetated
areas in side yards. westmount.org

Imagine Westmount Southeast

The report for the last public consultation is now
available on the citizen engagement platform,
Engage Westmount.
engage.westmount.org/westmountsoutheast

LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY EVENTS

The Gallery at Victoria Hall: Call for
proposals

From February 15 to April 15, artists from
Westmount are invited to submit their applications
for the upcoming exhibition season at the Victoria
Hall Gallery. Selected artists will have a solo or
shared exhibition. westmount.org
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my window

McEntyre Writing Competition 2025
All students in elementary or secondary grades
who go to school in Westmount, live in
Westmount, or are members of a library in
Westmount are invited to participate in the
2025 McEntyre Literary Contest. Submissions
can be made online or at the Library before
March 30, 2025. westlib.org

214 989-5200 -

Dramatized reading — Silent Voices:
A Play with Music

February 22, 2 p.m., Victoria Hall. Seven actors
give a dramatized reading of the play, interwoven
with music followed by a discussion with the
playwright Gabrielle Soskin. westlib.org

Concert: Northern Echos

February 26, 7 p.m., Victoria Hall. The celebrated
duo of Marina Thibeault and Janelle Fung delight
international audiences with their spellbinding
interpretations and engaging presence. They
offer a rich and diverse program for viola and
piano. westmount.org

Lecture — Apart From Cancer, I'm
Perfectly Healthy and Intend to Stay

That Way

March 22, 2 p.m., Westmount Room. Diana
Bruno, dictionary writer, will tell you if cancer is
easier the second time around, about becoming
fluent in Medicalese while navigating the
healthcare system, and getting her active life.
westlib.org

westmount.org
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I<|ttens Milky and Princess Poof

9 Lives

LYSANNE FOWLER

Lots of love is in the air with this playful
bonded pair! So, to the left, we have short-
haired Mllky and, to the right, long halred
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WOOD
FINISHING

ON-SITE SERVICE

*Touch-ups and Repairsi.e.:
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces

*Polishing and
Staining

*Kitchen Cabinets

*Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman
FREE ESTIMATE 514.369.0295
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Lamp Repairs

25 years' experience
with Areuco Lighting
in Westmount

« In-home service
* Free pick-up and delivery

Call Robert at EclairSol
514-582-3906

Princess Poof.

These sweet black-and-white tuxedo
kittens are purringly affectionate to all and
enjoy the company of children. Having
come out of their shells since their arrival
in foster care for the Montreal SPCA, they
are enjoying the household daily routine.

Milky and Princess Poof are both very
healthy juveniles, up to date with their
inoculations, sterilized and microchipped.

If you would like more information on

them, please refer to the Montreal SPCA
website at www.spca.com, scroll for their
information pages from their identifica-
tion numbers, 2000236410 for Milky and
2000236409 for Princess Poof. Then, do
not hesitate to reach out to the adoption
coordinators by clicking on the black rec-
tangle on the right-hand side of the page,
opening the link, and then providing your
contact information.

Please consider adoption and present
your interest in this adorable duo, an enter-
taining and companionable addition to
your family.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

RONDA BLY

ESTATE SALES
CERTIFIED APPRAISER

Expert Evaluations
Full Professional Setups
Complete Cleanup Available

514 236-4159
www.rondably.com

The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Young Molly and her brother Moka

Westmount
A-dog-tions

LYSANNE FOWLER
4 f ?

Siblings together, Molly and Moka are
young two-year-olds who will fill a home
with affection and playfulness. They are
both available for adoption now from the
Montreal SPCA kennel.

I see some tan-and-white Chihuahua
there and maybe some cute terrier ... They
are so similar in their looks but distinct in
their ways. Molly is happy-go-lucky and
Moka is a bit shyer, yet they give each other
courage at this time of transition in their
lives.

They are affectionate and, being little,
they enjoy older children.

BLOW-OUT SALE |

Costume Jewelry, Silver,
Art Glass, Collectibles, Books,
Antiques, Furniture, Showcases,
Jewelry Props, Microscopes,
Scales, Office Equipment
and MORE!

Don’t Miss Out!
1331 Greene Ave #200

Westmount

Saturday & Sunday
10am - 4pm

Shelter life is not easy at the moment,
and as small dogs, it is important for them
to be placed soon in a calmer family
environment.

Molly and Moka are very healthy, up to
date with their inoculations, sterilized and
microchipped. Please go to the Montreal
SPCA website at www.spca.com, refer to
their information pages from their identi-
fication numbers, 2000211358 for Molly
and 2000211359 for Moka. Then plan your
visit to the shelter as they are open every
day for adoption, on Monday to Friday
from 3 pm to 8 pm, and also Saturday and
Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. The SPCA is
located at 5215 Jean Talon St. West, Cote
des Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4. The adop-
tion coordinators are available to discuss
adoption and plan visits, please do not hesi-
tate.

Your neighbour,

Lysanne

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

S)

STUART
DEARLOVE

www.stuartdeariove.com

Standard & Restorative Painting
Plaster
Stripping, Wood Finishing
Interior & Exterior
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

6 514-994-3187

RBQ 8328 8514 09

sdearlove@bell.net
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE
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Rotary report

‘New Vic’ project to be a research, teachi

By JENNIFER BALL

McGill University’s 2017-2022 strategic
academic plan states that no university
can lead globally in the 21st century without
putting sustainability at the centre of its
operations, research and teaching. Now
McGill is working to walk the talk by de-
veloping the New Vic Project — which is
15 percent of the former Royal Victoria
Hospital complex — into a teaching-and-
learning hub dedicated to sustainability
and public policy.

Rotarians learnt this when David Syncox
presented the status of the project to the
Rotary Club of Westmount on January 22
at Victoria Hall.

The project, he said, is gearing up to be
“a new model for what a university can be
in the 21st century...

“A beacon and meeting place for top
scholars, researchers, students from a-
round the world. Powered by active learn-
ing and graduating gener-
ations of new leaders to move
sustainability knowledge, in-
dustries and policy frame-
works forward.”

McGill University’s expert-
ise across sustainability sec-
tors includes water resource
management, climate change
mitigation, environmental
governance and policy, green
chemistry and production,
and Al and data analytics for
sustainability.

Syncox, senior philan-
thropic advisor for the New
Vic at McGill University’s ad-
vancement department, said
the re-development project
will define McGill’s third cen-

David Syncox, senior philan-
thropic advisor at McGill Uni-
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University St. and Pine Ave. It is highlighted at right in this picture. Arrow added by Independent.

the borough of Ville Marie
(downtown).

Quebec kicks in $620 million
on $920M budget

Syncox said the project
received $620 million from
the Quebec government as
an installment to commence
the project and the university
must now raise roughly an-
other $300 million.

The former Royal Victoria
Hospital site is a large one
and the New Vic Project, Syn-
cox said, represents only 15
percent of it: the southeast
section at the intersection of
University St. and Pine Ave.

He explained that there

tury by transforming part of yersity, presented the New Vic are four major project mile-
the Pine Ave. behemoth on project to the Rotary Club of stones:

the slope of Mount Royal in  Westmount on January 22.

« 2021: Public consultation
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Arthur Younanian

Notaire — Notary

4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

" Westmount Park United Church |
COMMUNITY * PEACE * ECOLOGY

WORSHIP
EACH SUNDAY
at 4.30PM

YOU AND YOUR PETS
ARE WELCOME

4695 Blvd de Maisonneuve West
www.westmountparkuc.org

began and feasibility study approved,

o 2022: Start of early works, public consul-
tation ended, business plan approved,
and construction phase approved by
board of governors,

« 2023: Call for tender process and con-
struction began,

« 2028-2029: End of construction, start of
commissioning (December 2028) and
inauguration & move-in (summer/fall
2029).

Syncox provides strategic development
support for the New Vic fundraising cam-
paign, working with faculty, senior admin-
istration and advancement colleagues to
develop major gift fundraising, strategies
and timetables.

He also manages volunteer efforts to
promote the New Vic and build an engage-
ment strategy to secure gifts at all levels.

This all-in effort is to enable McGill
University to add 22,800 square meters
(net) of teaching and research space to its
downtown campus, for which the firm Dia-
mond Schmidt/LemayMichaud Architects
created the designs.

“This space, this building, is more than
just bricks and mortar. It really does rep-
resent the future vision for the university,”
Syncox said.

There are seven guiding principles
directing the work though all four phases
of the project:

1. Deliver a project for Montreal, Quebec
and Canada,

2. Embrace the challenges of sustainability
through research, policy development
and collaboration,

3. Build an “idea factory” that attracts, con-
nects and inspires,

ng and learning hub

ents only 15 percent of it: the lower section at the intersection of

¥ 40' -

RENDERING COURTESY OF DAVID SYNcox/McGiLL UNIVERSITY.

4. Balance nature, heritage, functionality
and sustainable architecture,

5. Recognize and honour the indigenous
history of the site,

6. Exemplify sustainable mobility and
urban integration,

7. Enhance views and access to Mount
Royal, and Frederick Law Olmsted’s
landscape vision for Montreal.

Syncox said, “We just celebrated our
200th year and we're looking already at the
next 100 years.”

Jennifer Ball, the reporter who authored
this story, is a member of the
Rotary Club of Westmount.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS

House Cleaning Service

Regular Residential Cleaning Services, damage insurance
$2,000,000, some availabilities for the fall and winter season,
professional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673.

Classified in the

INDEPENDENT

Why list your goods (or services) on fly-by-
night, who-knows-who-is-replying websites
when you can list (and sell) locally?
Buy a classified in the

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT
514-664-6138

Buy locally to sell locally
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Miriam Foundation turns 50 with sold-out event

Social Notes

J VERONICA REDGRAVE

The Miriam Foundation celebrated its
50th anniversary with a resounding suc-
cess: a sold-out event held at Maison Prin-
cipale.

Foundation president Warren Greens-
tone welcomed guests under Versailles-
inspired chandeliers glittering above the
massive room. Strategically placed food
stations offered shrimp, sushi and Mandy’s
salads so that hungry arrivals could munch
before dinner.

What fun it was to see glamour again!
Velvets. Sequins. Cocktail dresses: back-
less, short and sweet. Fifty shades of black
ruled. The mainstream monochrome was
worn with masses of Mikomoto, Swarovski
sparkles and of course initialled “it” bags.

Emcees were Lee Haberkorn and Cath-
erine Verdon-Diamond, The Beat 92.5.
Committee members were: Franki Yanof-
sky, Judy Wolfe, Carol Tryansky, Jeannette
Hoffman-Zaffir, Alanna Bordoff, Liliane
Zylberszac, Kathy Brody, Gillian Brody
Assedo and Linda Smith. ................... _

Guests of honour continued on p. 18 Warren Greenstone. Judy Wolfe, Franki Yanfosky, Marlene Levenson and Carol Tryansky.

AQUAMARINE

Unique handmade necklace featuring 724 carats of
natural Aquamarine, adorned by 18k engraved flowers
with diamonds.
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Aquamarine Drop Earrings 46.66 ctw

with 18k lowers - 524,500 KAUFMANN de SUISSE

PASSIONATE JEWELLERY SINCE 1954

Patek Philippe - Parmigiani Fleurier - Arnold & Son
Moritz Grossmann - Schwarz Etienne - Gerald Charles - Laurent Ferrier

E - — 2195 Crescent Street - 514.848.0595 - KaufmanndeSuisse.ca
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Another look the Tupper parking lots
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Looking east towards downtown at the city’s Tupper parking lots

(® and ®)

on February 1. Dorcheste

r's two roadways are on the right/south. Alexis Nihon’s residential tower is the tallest, white-and-
brown building on the left. The large blueish building in the top right is the relatively new 1111 Atwater residential building at the former site of the Montreal Children’s Hospital. The parking lot behind
the Victorian house on Gladstone Ave. at © is not owned by the city. The parking structure at ® is also not owned by the city. The city’s current southeast planning involves more than its parking lots,
but they are of particular focus since the municipality owns them.

PHOTO: RALPH THOMPSON.
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Looking west from Dorchester and Atwater at the north side of Dorchester Street before its trans-
formation into Dorchester Boulevard in the late 1960s. These houses were demolished and replaced
by the still-standing 1100 Atwater Ave. building (originally a Royal Bank computing centre) and the
city’s two Tupper parking lots, which are situated between Dorchester, Greene, Gladstone Ave. and
Tupper St.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CITY OF WESTMOUNT.

OFFICE LEASING PROMOTION

Chateau Maisonneuve, 4999 de Maisonneuve W (t ciaremont)

» Special Rates +
up to 6 Months
of FREE RENT!!!

* Ample Interior
+ Exterior
Visitor Parking

* Facing the
Vendome Metro
& Train Stations

This is a limited
time offer.

For Additiona.l Details Please Call:

Lloyd Daniels | 514-913-2029

Real Estate Broker

Groupe Sutton-Clodem Inc.
Real Estate Agency

Another look at the north side

of Dorchester
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According to an article by Doreen Lindsay in the September 2007 newsletter of the Westmount His-
torical Association (The Westmount Historian, p. 10), this house — the Gaunt House at 4263 Dor-
chester St., photographed here in 1965 — was the last of all the houses to be demolished on the
north side of Dorchester in 1966-67. According to Goad’s map of 1913, it was located between Bruce
and Columbia (where the RCMP bwldlng now IS) PHOTO COURTESY OF EDITH H. MATHER/McCORD STEWART MUSEUM.

......................................................................................................

Southeast, cont'd from p. 1

ments received highlighted important prio-
rities for the community to preserve the
built heritage, improve mobility and create
improved mobility.”

“I'm thrilled, and relieved,” the district’s
city councillor Kathleen Kez told the Inde-
pendent. The originally “proposed heights
of 7-10 storeys for the north side of Dor-
chetser would only serve to create more of
an enclave south of Dorchester. This area
needs to be knit back into the rest of the
city and not be blocked off by tall build-
ings.”

She said she was looking forward to dis-
cussions with council on “the next steps in
ensuring the area is developed on a more
human scale and more in line with the

October 30, 2018, p. 1

August 29, 2023, p. 1

2024, p. 1

2024, p. 6.

2024, p. 1.

....................................................................................................

Southeast coverage, cont’d from p. 1

“AGIL report now translated into English,” February 12, 2019, p. 5

2021 council — Mayor: Christina Smith
“City imposes 90-day interim freeze on southeast/Tupper lot development,”

“City extends freeze on southeast development,” October 31, 2023, p. 1
“Design contract awarded for revitalizing city’s southeast sector,” January 23,

“Next southeast report should reflect neighbours’ wishes” (letter), February 20,

“City planning for southeast back on front burner, seemingly,” June 18, 2024, p. 1,
“Residents weigh in on ‘preliminary’ designs for the southeast,” November 26,

south side of Dorchester.”

Mayor Christina Smith told the Inde-
pendent that “We know there was some
concern about higher buildings on the
north side of Dorchester. We continue to
listen to the recommendations put for-
ward.”

The southeast area, which had a zoning
freeze renewed in 2023, comprises a large
zone between Dorchester and St. Cather-
ine from Clarke to Atwater and one to the
north between St. Catherine and Sher-
brooke between Wood and Atwater.

The development of the city’s southeast
has been under discussion for many years
and was subject to previous recommenda-
tions that led to a report by AGIL but that
were never acted on by the city councils
elected in 2018 and 2022.
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Jeﬁ"and.aphne Shamie, Louis Ludwick, David Black, Lydia Jenvey and Erica Ludwick.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 15
were Norman Cohen, founding member
and past president, and Bernie Pollock and
David Black, both also past presidents.
Amidst the crowd were Nick Meti, Charles,
Gaby and David Bitton; An-Lap Vo-Dig-
nard, Peter and Franki Yanofsky, Howard
Stotland, Karine Joncas, Rosemary and
Frank Niro, Yasemin Comert and Nick
Niro, Anna and John Broccolini, Marissa
Miller, Maryam Fard, Tara Soltani, Sylvie

WestmountDentust com |

&

Coutu and Joél Paquin, and Erica and
Louis Ludwick.

Also noted were Daphne and Jeff Sha-
mie, Lydia Jenvey and David Black, Cheryl
Glense, Linda and Terry Smith, Linda
Shaw and Frank Motter, Madonna and
Jean-Claude Levy, Gloria and Richard Bass,
Alice and Jonathan Goldbloom, and
Mandy and Rebecca Wolfe.

Since its inception in 1973, the Miriam
Foundation has raised and invested over

Westmount Square
514.937.3008

N

$75 million and helped more than 8,000
individuals with ASD and ID (autism spec-
trum disorder and intellectual disability),
as well as their families and loved ones.
The much-sought-after Miriam Founda-
tion fund-raiser, My Big Fat Greek Wed-
ding # 5, chaired by Linda Smith and
Andrew Hops, takes place at Milos May 14.
Info: Miriamfoundation.ca

Please send your spring event information
to veronica@ redgravepr.com

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

514 862-7718 5'I4 919-0877

eviho@outlook.com amlarue@uniserve.com

WE WILL EXCEED
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY - WESTMOUNT

Sylie Coutu and Joel Paquin.

INTRODUCING 332 ROGER PILON

RE/MAX

COLLECTIQON

LORI SCHWARTZ

REAL ESTATE BROKER

514.651.5235

RE/MAX ACTION INC.
AGENCE IMMOBILIERE
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KENT
GROUP

PRIVATE INVESTMENT
MANAGEMENT
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Excellence in
portfolio management

Portfolio management expertise and excellence, depth, To meet with us, please call:
professionalism and consistency — this is what has defined our Jean-Francois Dion
business approach for over 35 years. It is central to how we manage ’

. o . Iy , ) . Senior Portfolio Manager,
portfolios, control risk, identify opportunities and build relationships. 8

or Sholom Tabak,

At the Kent Group, we customize each client portfolio so that it Senior Wealth Advisor,

is specifically tailored to meet your needs and expectations. Our at 514-878-4216

personal approach, combined with our outstanding portfolio ) )
management, is why the Kent Group is the largest discretionary 1Place Ville Marie, Montreal
portfolio management group at RBC Dominion Securities across kentwealth.com

Canada, with over $6 billion in assets under management.

It’s time.

If you are seeking outstanding portfolio management and
comprehensive wealth management, we would be pleased to
discuss how we can put our experience to work for you.

Wealth Management
Dominion Securities

RBC Dominion Securities Inc. RBC ®

RBC Dominion Securities Inc.* and Royal Bank of Canada are separate corporate entities which are affiliated. *Member-Canadian Investor Protection Fund. RBC Dominion Securities Inc. is a member
company of RBC Wealth Management, a business segment of Royal Bank of Canada. ® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. Used under licence. Used under licence. © RBC Dominion Securities
Inc. 2023. All rights reserved. 22_90301_BY5_o01 (06/2021)
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J1P Buye Tip # 29

Mortgage rates have dropped, so
remember to get a new pre-approval.

J I I_ I_ P R E VO S T Keep your investments earning more

and consider taking a mortgage!

WHY YOU NEED ME TO SELL YOUR HOME

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE CONTRACTS + NEGOTIATING

In Westmount’s streets, where homes do shine, Contracts in hand, | know each line,

I’ve learned their worth, their true design. To guard your rights, to safeguard mine.
| know each street, each home, each turn, Negotiations? That’s my art,

With me, your trust, you’ll surely earn. I’ll fight for you, right from the start.

MARKETING MASTER DEDICATED TO YOU

With marketing skills both sharp and bright, I’ve been uniting buyers and sellers for over 20 years,
Your home will shine in every light. So, trust in me, I'll ease your fears.

Expertly handled, tried and true, Your needs, your goals; it’s all about YOU!

I’ll sell your home and guide you through. I’m here to make your dreams come true.

Thinking of making a move,
but unsure where to start? Call me!

Let’s write your next chapter TOGETHER...

Visit all my properties 5145910804

jillprevost.com
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