
Developers seek minor zoning exemption 

Hillside Lane condos re-designed 
to add more, smaller units 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A long, drawn-out process to convert 
the vacant former armoury at Hillside Lane 
and Hillside Ave. into residential condos 
is headed back to city council at its meeting 
March 17. While already approved by coun-
cil, its developers are now seeking a minor 
exemption to current zoning in order to 
allow for two one-bedroom units. 

The zoning involved stipulates that “in 
every zone where a multi-family building 
is permitted, (…) every dwelling unit must 
contain at least one bathroom, two bed-
rooms, and a room containing a kitchen 
area, a dining area and a living area.” 

In this case, however, development 
director Maya Girlando of Groupimmo 
told the Independent last week, that “We are 

finding today’s market involving people 
downsizing is looking for a mix in size to 
include smaller units and related pricing, 
This is the reality of the market.” 

In the spring “everything was going 
well,” she explained, “but then there was a 
slowdown in the market so basically we 
decided to go back to the drawing table and 
re-design the units.” 

The re-designing means the average 
unit size has been readjusted from 1,800 
sq. ft. to 1,200 sq. ft., and, with the addition 
of units, including two one-bedroom ones, 
the total unit count increases from 31 to 41, 
she said. 

Request for exemption 

The new building be -
fore its re-design was 
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Susan Lloyd (Leduc)
Real Estate Broker

438.882.8088

slloydleduc@sothebysrealty.ca
susanlloydleduc.com

sothebysrealty.ca Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency.

Warmer than February – colder than Brazil ! 

Alice (left, front) and Julia with mother Monique (left, rear) and her sister and Westmounter Jac-
queline were enjoying the sun and the playground in Westmount Park March 7. Monique, her hus-
band and children are visiting from Brazil for a couple of weeks. "It’s very hot there right now," said 
Monique. Photo: Ralph Thompson.continued on p. 4

Record Breaking. World Renowned.
514.379.1333

Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK | Real estate agency

KAUFMANGROUP.CA

Red pine, yellow birch, sugar maple 

City offers three native species 
for free tree-planting program 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city is offering three Quebec native 
species of trees this spring for its free tree 
distribution to residents for planting on 
their property. These are red pine, yellow 
birch and sugar maple. 

Although these species can generally be 
more sensitive to urban conditions, “it is 
important to prioritize native species that 

are well adapted to the region as they con-
tribute enormously to our urban eco-
system,” city horticulture and arboriculture 
inspector Alberto Medeiros told the Inde-
pendent. This is in part because they attract 
a wide array of local insects that bird 
species benefit from. 

All mature heights and widths are spec-
ified on corresponding 
information sheets and 
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R O C H E L L E  CA N TO R  &  C I E

514.400.7653

$1,395,000
385 Av. Claremont, Westmount

Your Property. Our Priority.

$1,395,000
2333 Rue Sherbrooke O. #405, Westmount Adj.

Price upon request
1216 Rue St-Mathieu, Shaughnessy Village

$2,100,000
4132 Boul. Dorchester O., Westmount

$899,000
436 Av. Grosvenor, Westmount

$1,565,000
3 Rue Westmount-Square #613, Westmount

Price upon request
418 Av. Grosvenor, Westmount

SOLD
215 Av. Redfern #110, Westmount

$1,175,000
4175 Rue Ste-Catherine O. #1201, Westmount

$785,000
4660 Av. Bonavista #502, Westmount Adj.

$1,695,000
317 Av. Claremont, Westmount

$2,395,000



Man wearing running shoes falls 
when jumping over snow bank 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Public safety officers were called to the 
Westmount Library February 28 at 5:01 pm 
where they found a man seated on a chair 
with blood on one knee and pain in the 
other, department officials said. 

Accompanied by a family member, he 
was reported to have been trying to jump 
over a snow bank outside the YMCA on 
Sherbrooke St. while wearing running 
shoes and lost his footing. He was taken 
to hospital by Urgences Santé. 

Officers were also called to the library 
March 3 at 5:13 pm for a man suffering 
what was described as “a small seizure.” 
On arrival, officers found him seated up -
right, accompanied by another person. 
Urgences Santé checked him out but the 
man refused to be taken to a hospital. 

Ticket issued for 
fallen security fence 
at Metcalfe worksite 

A ticket for $1,336 was issued regarding 
what was described as an unsecured work-
site on Metcalfe at Melbourne March 5 fol-
lowing a complaint from neighbours, Pub-
lic Security officials said. On arrival at 1:21 
pm, officers found the fencing had been 
knocked down and two men were in the 
process of trying to make a delivery. 

Car towed when parked 
over water main breaks 
on Victoria 

City Public Works, Energir gas crews 
and a tow truck were called March 5 to 368 
Victoria just south of Sherbrooke at 6:36 
am when water was found coming through 
small cracks in the pavement under the a 
car, Public Security officials said. Nearby 
shop clerks were advised to evacuate, the 
car was towed and the water shut off. The 
area was back in operation at 8:30 am. 

Woman’s stolen handbag 
found in lane 

Public safety officers were called March 
3 when a woman’s handbag was found in 
a laneway near 4200 Sherbrooke, depart-
ment officials said. Containing prescrip-
tions, other medical papers and car keys, 
the bag turned out to have been reported 
stolen from a car parked on Greene, leav-
ing the owner unable to move it. 

The woman, who lived on Northcliffe 
in NDG, had reported the bag stolen from 
an Audi, but when Public Security was un -
able to contact her, the bag was taken to 
the police station on Stanton St.
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Social Notes: 
Atwater Library, p. 12 

No Police Report this week

NEW LISTING VICTORIA VILLAGE 

Westmount | 73 Somerville 
Amazing location! 

Charming townhouse with huge potential. 
Large magical rear garden. 

Ideal for renovators. 
Centris # 26257032 | Asking $724,000

JUNE BAILY Real Estate Broker 

514.941.9105 june@junebaily.com 

junebaily.com Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest

Sylv�e 
Lafren�ère 
514 895-7001 
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

WESTMOUNT

RE/MAX ACTION 
Westmount 

1225 Greene Ave, Westmount 
Qc H3Z 2A4 | 514 933-6781

Call me now, to sell now!!

Those who use me 
to sell their home 
are happier, 
more intelligent, 
and better looking 
than those who don’t* 

*According to a study I just made up.

Magnificent European-style apartment located in a former 
convent on Clarke. Top floor, great natural light. Formerly 
3 bedrooms. Balcony. Parking. Private storage.

Feldman Avocats will be able to assist you 
in all your family, civil and commercial matters. 

For a consultation or to have more information about our services 
you may contact us by phone at: 514 788-8860 or by email: 

lestrada@feldman.team or mmonroy@feldman.team. 
Our offices are located in the heart of Westmount Village 

(346 Victoria Avenue Westmount, Québec, H3Z 2M8). 
We are eager to assist you.

order forms on the city’s website under 
“special tree distribution,” he said. 

“We suggest residents consult them to 
decide whether they have the adequate 
space to grow their selected tree on their 
private property before signing up.” 

When the trees are delivered in late 
April, “the saplings will be in 2- to 5-gallon 
pots and can be easily planted by hand,” 
he added. “We like to remind residents 
that in order to qualify for the trees they 
must be planted within the city of West-
mount.”

Free trees, cont’d from p. 1



Group turns 35 this year 

Westmounters invited to join McGill Community for Lifelong Learning 
By Martin C. Barry 

How do you stay mentally active and 
with a sense of purpose following retire-
ment? 

It’s a question Grosvenor Ave. resident 
Chris Neal, president of the McGill Com-
munity for Lifelong Learning, asked him-
self four years ago shortly after retiring 
from a career in print journalism, corpor-
ate communications and international 
development. 

The way he sees things, seniors are liv-
ing much longer than they used to, and in 
many cases the years of retirement are now 
almost as long many people’s working 
lives. 

“So, what are you going to do with all 
that time?” says Neal, suggesting that the 
extra time is “a gift but also a challenge” 
for which a growing number of new re -
tirees have no immediate plan. 

He sees lifelong learning as it is pres-
ented at McGill as an excellent way for re -
tirees to maintain their cognitive abilities. 

More than 1,000 people (including a 
good number of Westmounters) are cur-
rently registered to take part in the group’s 
extensive list of study groups led by volun-

teer moderators. 
The group is for people who want to 

continue learning for the joy of it, but who 
also wish to share their knowledge, ideas, 

experience and interests with others. 
Learning takes place relatively stress-free, 
as there are no exams or grades to worry 
about. 

Based on a peer-learning concept, small 
study groups are led by volunteer moder-
ators. The informal small-group approach 
makes the programs accessible. 

There are four terms to a year. Fall, 
winter and spring are 10-week terms with 
a complete program of study groups, lec-
tures, workshops, outings and social activ-
ities. 

Members are currently celebrating their 
35th anniversary and will be holding an 
open house on Wednesday, March 25 from 
10 am to noon at 680 Sherbrooke St. West, 
suite 1240. 

All are invited to drop by and learn more 
about the program of study and courses.
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514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING 
WESTMOUNTERS WITH 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

AND WORKMANSHIP

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

McGill Community for Lifelong Learning president Chris Neal and board member Christine Mutter 
are seen here on February 26 in the group’s lounge near the McGill University campus, where paint-
ings by Sylvia Kissin can be seen on the wall behind them.

approved a year ago after both Mayor 
Christina Smith and Councillor Conrad 
Peart, commissioner of urban planning, 
had appealed to nearby residents to allow 
the project to go through without a refer-
endum. This was based mainly on the pro-
posed residential plan being considered to 
be for the good of the neighbourhood (see 
story February 6, 2024, p. 14) 

Originally built as a riding academy in 
1910, the building had been used as an 
armoury by the 3 Field Engineer Regiment 
(latterly re-named to the 34 Combat Engin-
eer Regiment) for some 67 years. The army 
moved out in 2014 citing the building’s 
need to be brought up to fire code stan-
dards (see story April 1, 2014, p. 1). 

It was subsequently sold by Canada 
Lands in 2017 and re-sold again after the 
city rejected a proposal to convert it into a 
sports facility. It was then acquired by 
Groupimmo and partners in December 
2018 (see February 4, 2020, p. 1).

Hillside Lane, cont’d from p. 1

1 Wood – Penthouse 
This stunning two-bedroom condo 
in a prime location offers an elegant 
urban lifestyle just steps from the metro. 
Exclusive services, green spaces, and 
leisure activities enhance its appeal. Two 

garage spaces and a spacious 
private balcony complete this rare opportunity.

Mark-André Martel Courtier immobilier 

514 439-7663 | markandremartel.com

Groupe Sutton-sur-l’île
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514.884.8269 
Private Westmount Offi  ce
240-4115 Sherbrooke O., Westmount

819.429.9019 
Private Mont-Tremblant Offi  ce
2670 chemin du Lac-Supérieur, Lac-Supérieur

sothebysrealty.ca | Independently owned and operated. Real estate agency. Sotheby’s International Realty Québec HR.

Escape to Versant Nord and unwind in this 5-acre domain with a 

spacious 5-bedroom cottage offering breathtaking Mont-Tremblant 

views. With cathedral ceilings and wooden beams, it exudes a cozy ski 

lodge atmosphere. Nestled in a prime location, just 10 minutes from 

the Versant Nord ski hill, it's perfect for ski lovers and those seeking a 

peaceful mountain retreat.

1050 chemin de la Crête, Lac-Supérieur

MLS 14181374 | BED: 5 | BATH: 3+1 | $1,485,000

5-acre domain in Lac-Supérieur

HERBIE.CA

Selling Canada’s Most Quintessential Estates
H E R B I E . C A

Seriously? 

These contradictory signs at Wood and Sherbrooke were photographed March 7. To add to the con-
fusion, there isn’t even a pedestrian detour at this precise spot, although the city of Montreal’s 
workers or contractors have set one up to the east through the Queen Elizabeth Gardens so people 
can avoid their work on a water valve chamber (see February 18, p. 4). Photo: Independent.



Homelessness among 
women – The invisible faces 
behind the numbers 

Every day, the team at Chez Doris con-
nects with women who are often over-
looked. We welcome those who struggle in 
the shadows, their faces strained by fear, 
fatigue and distress. Whether they are 
homeless, vulnerable or living precarious -
ly, we are there to support them. As we ap -
proach the census of the unhoused, we 
already know that many of these women 
will once again be overlooked. 

Contrary to popular belief, homeless-
ness is not just about tents in parks or line-
ups in front of shelters. For women, it 
takes on more discreet forms: sleeping in 
a car with children, couch-surfing with 
friends or enduring abusive relationships 
in exchange for a roof over their heads. 
They do not show up in the official stat-
istics, yet their number is growing. 

Every day, we welcome elderly women 
evicted from their homes after decades of 
stability, unable to find new housing with 
their meagre pensions. Students with inad-
equate incomes end up homeless. Others, 
out of shame or fear, choose to wander, 
unseen. 

Every night, our waiting list includes 
more than 10 women looking for a place 
to sleep. When we cannot accommodate 
them despite our best efforts, we do every-
thing possible to find them a solution and 
prevent them from spending the night on 

the street. 
Homeless women face specific dangers: 

sexual violence and exploitation, and lack 
of safe spaces. Given the traumas they face, 
they feel less comfortable going to mixed 
shelters and develop strategies that make 
them invisible. This vicious cycle of invisi-
bility perpetuates their exclusion and pre-
vents any response tailored to their needs. 

We demand: 
A new census methodology that con-•
siders hidden homelessness, 
The urgent creation of more women-•
only shelter resources, 
Sustainable funding for organizations •
that support them, 
Official recognition of women’s home-•
lessness as a distinct problem requiring 
tailored solutions. 
On this International Women’s Day 

[March 8], we remind everyone of one essen-
tial truth: these women are not invisible. 
Behind each missing number, there is a 
woman, a journey, a struggle. They hide 
because they have no choice. It’s time to 
open our eyes and to act. Together, let’s 
marshal the resources to bring these women 
out of the shadows and into the light. 

Diane Pilote, executive director, 
Nancy Girard, director of operations 

– service centres; Tania Filippone, 
director of programs and services; 

Béatrice Rock, manager, shelter; 
Tamarah François, manager, health 

and service centre; and the entire 
Chez Doris team 

Plan to address lack of 
expertise in city council 

The city of Westmount has long been 
celebrated for its rich history, vibrant com-
munity and commitment to maintaining 
a high standard of living for its residents. 

However, recent decisions and actions by 
the Westmount city council have raised con-
cerns about the level of expertise and pre-
paredness among its members to address 
the complex challenges facing our city. 

While the dedication of our council 
members is commendable, it is evident 
that certain issues – ranging from urban 
planning and infrastructure management 
to environmental sustainability and fiscal 
responsibility – require specialized knowl-
edge and experience. The lack of expertise 
in these critical areas has led to decisions 
that appear short sighted, poorly planned 
or out of touch with the needs of the com-
munity. 

For example, the handling of the ex -
treme ly poor repair of our roads has been 
marred by delays, cost overruns and a lack 
of transparency. Such outcomes suggest a 
gap in the technical and strategic expertise 
necessary to manage large-scale projects 
effectively. 

Similarly, the council’s approach to the 
environmental issues of Summit Woods 
has been criticized for lacking innovation 
and failing to align with best practices 
observed in other forward-thinking muni -
ci palities. 

It is not enough to rely solely on good 
intentions or community spirit when gov-
erning a city as dynamic and diverse as 
Westmount. The challenges of the 21st 
century demand leaders who possess not 

only a passion for public service but also 
the skills, knowledge and vision to navigate 
an increasingly complex urban landscape. 

To address this issue, we urge the West-
mount city council to take the following 
steps: 

Seek external expertise: Engage with 1.
urban planners, economists, environ-
mental scientists and other profes-
sionals to inform decision-making and 
ensure that policies are grounded in evi-
dence-based practices. 
Invest in training: Provide council 2.
members with access to workshops, 
seminars and resources to enhance 
their understanding of key issues and 
improve their governance skills. 
Foster transparency and accountability: 3.
Establish clear mechanisms for com-
munity input and oversight to ensure 
that decisions reflect the best interests 
of all residents. 
Encourage diverse leadership: Actively 4.
recruit candidates with diverse back-
grounds and expertise to run for coun-
cil, ensuring that the city benefits from 
a wide range of perspectives and experi-
ences. 
Westmount deserves a city council that 

is not only well meaning but also well 
equipped to tackle the challenges of today 
and tomorrow. With the election coming 
soon, we must address all these issues in 
order to choose councillors who will do so 
and who are able. 

By addressing the current lack of expert-
ise, we can ensure that our city remains a 
model of excellence and a place we are 
proud to call home with the lifestyle we all 
deserve. 

Joseph Yermus, Oakland Ave.
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WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 

Editor 
David Price: 514.935.4537 

editor@westmountindependent.com 

Chief reporter 
Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics 
Ted Sancton 

Advertising sales 
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567 

advertising@westmountindependent.com 

Classified ads 
514-664-6138 

Accounting 
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138 

office@westmountindependent.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
them to 300 words and submit before Friday 10 am to be considered for publication the 
following week. Please check your letter carefully as we may be unable to make subsequently 
submitted changes. Letter writers should not expect to be published in every issue, or in 
back-to-back issues, or repeatedly in the same season or on the same topic. 
Please include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you 
do not live in Westmount), but not your address (unless you want it published). 

13,500+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions 
Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 

Owned and published by: 
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9

Letters to the Editor

Buy Canadian! 

Claire Panet-Raymond, Blenheim Place
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yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bberkeprofusion@gmail.com

514.347.1928
            

SOLD

WESTMOUNT | 2 BURTON 
Situated in the heart of Victoria Village, where 
fabulous location meets endless potential. This 4 
bedroom home boasts an elaborate front porch with 
an offsetting balcony, a lane at the rear and a back -
yard with the original detached mews alongside. 
There are endless possibilities to transform this 
extremely well-positioned property into your ideal 
sanctuary. Whether you envision modern updates or 
preserving its original classic charm, 
Thank you to our collaborating Broker, Jamil Demers!

LORRI FAUGHNAN 
courtier immobilier résidentiel & commercial 

To  B u y  a n d  S e l l  
5 1 4 . 7 1 5 . 6 2 0 1  

lorrifaughnan@gmail.com 
lorrifaughnan.ca 

R E / M A X  A c t i o n  –  W E S T M O U N T

À  V O T R E  S E R V I C E  * * *  A T  Y O U R  S E R V I C E

N O  O N E  I N  T H E  W O R L D  S E L L S  M O R E  T H A N  R E / M A X

4789 Grosvenor 
MLS # 11465565 

$869,000

3 BEDROOM 
UPPER 

OPEN HOUSE 
2-4 pm Sunday, March 16

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC. 
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) 

(Proudly serving our community over more than 20 years) 

Professional Accounting, Tax & Business Advisory Services 

$ INCOME TAX RETURN $ 
Federal T1 & provincial TP1 (personal) 
• Personal & corporate income tax returns 

• Consultation on corporate structure 
• Real estate statements preparation 

• Tenants’ Relevé 31 preparation 
• Financial statements & Bookkeeping 

• GST, QST, & Payroll reports 

514 227-8765 
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B, H3X 2T8 
email: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

McEntyre Writing Competition nears March 30 deadline 

Those already submitted found 
‘inspiring’ in style, ideas by chief judge 
By Laureen Sweeney 

With the March 30 deadline approach-
ing for this year’s McEntyre Writing Com-
petition, entries are already coming in 
from local schools and residents in keep -
ing with more than 1,000 received last year, 
when most arrived after March break. 

“I have taken a peek at some of the 
entries, and am truly inspired by the writ-
ing styles and ideas,” said Liz McCallum, 
the co-chief judge with Westmount child -
ren’s librarian Wendy Wayling. 

“We currently have 80 judges com-
mitted to read the McEntyre entries this 
year, up from 2024.” More details can be 
found on the Westmount Public Library 
website: westlib.org. 

This year’s theme is “The View from 
my Window” (see story February 11, p. 7). 

Entries can be in the form of a poem, 
story, play or an essay at a maximum of 
1,000 words, in English or French. As a re -
minder, students that are either residents of 
Westmount, attend school in Westmount or 
have a Westmount library card are eligible.

New Vic village café-resto coming… 

As seen March 7 on Sherbrooke west of Victoria. The site previously housed, in chronological order, 
the following restaurants: Mess Hall, Well House, Brasserie Centrale and Brasserie Melrose. It has 
been empty for years. Photo: Independent. 
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City requires Albert Square builder to clean up debris-filled snowbank 
By Jennifer Ball 

The city has been praised and criticized 
for its snow removal after back-to-back 
snowstorms February 13 and February 16, 
but at least one snowbank in the city was 
not picked up by the city or its subcontrac-
tors. 

After the snow fell and had been 
plough ed from the street to form a 
snowbank, the city took exception 
to what it took to be construction 
debris in a snowbank on the west 
side of Prince Albert between de Mai-
sonneuve Blvd. and York St. As a result, it 
contacted the project manager working for 
Prince Albert Development L.P. to request 
that it be cleaned up, which was accom-
plished by February 27. 

Prince Albert Development is the owner 
of the three-storey building 4898 de Mai-
sonneuve – part of Albert Square – located 
at the southeast corner of Prince Albert. It 
is currently under renovation as an office 
building is turned into townhouses. 

An Independent team member may 
have played an unwitting role 
in the delayed pick-up. On his 
way home February 21, editor 
David Price, who lives nearby, 
noticed a piece of lumber pro-
truding from the snowbank. 

“I called Public Works to 
alert them to what I saw as a 
danger. I was worried about a 
person getting hurt or a snow-
blowing machine being dam-
aged, and about possible items 
under the snow that were not 
visible. I was not aware of any 
resident complaints at that 
time, nor was I per sonal ly im-
pacted by the snowbank.” 

In the subsequent days, at 
least two nearby residents 
com plained to the city while 

also alerting the newspaper. They noted 
that even the sidewalk was un plough ed 
many days after the most recent snowfall, 
by which time much of the snow else-

where had actually been picked up. 

City’s view 

On February 27, the Independent visited 
the area and saw intact two-by-
fours on the east side of the 
street, as well as broken and 
splintered wood fragments jut-
ting out of the snowbank. 

It reached out to Robert Ta-
larico, director of Public Works 
at the city, with questions. Ta-
larico did not respond and, 
upon follow-up four days later, 
his status was “out of office.” 

On March 3, the Independent 
reached out to Titouan Perriol-
lat, the assistant director of 
Public Works, and Mugisha 
Rutishisha, director of Com-
munications at the city. 

Rutishisha provided a state-
ment on March 4 that explained 
the situation. “Snow and con-
struction debris, believed to be 
from the 4898 de Maisonneuve 

construction site, were indeed found along 
Prince Albert Ave. between York St. and 
to de Maisonneuve Blvd. … 

“This hampered the city’s snow-clearing 
operations and endangered the snow-clear-
ing employees and their equipment. On 
February 24, the city contacted the project 
manager mandated by Prince Albert L.P. 
developments to ensure that they removed 
the snowbank and the debris. The company 
completed the clean-up on February 27 
using contracted snow removal services… 

“City personnel conducted site inspec-
tions that day to ensure the work was prop-
erly executed.” 

On March 5, efforts were made to reach 
Prince Albert Development and specifi-
cally its administrator Denis Tremblay to 
hear their perspective, but there was no 
response in time for the Independent’s print 
deadline.

The snowbank on February 25 covered both the street and sidewalk, nine days after the last snow. 
The inset is a blow-up of the same photo showing a two-by-four piece of lumber.

On March 3, there was still some lumber debris 
in the area. Photos: Independent.

▶By February 26, the sidewalk had 
been ploughed.
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lovewhereyoulive514.934.2480

CHRISTINAMILLER.CA

755 AV. UPPER-LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT
5+1 BEDS, 3+2 BATHS | $3,549,000

711 AV. GROSVENOR, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,895,000

70 AV. MAPLEWOOD, OUTREMONT
8 BEDS, 6+4 BATHS | $11,000,000

940 CH. DU BORD-DU-LAC-LAKESHORE, DORVAL
5+2 BEDS, 6+1 BATHS | $5,850,000

800 AV. LEXINGTON, WESTMOUNT
3+1 BEDS, 3+2 BATHS | $3,650,000

606 AV. LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 4 BATHS | $2,575,000

4315 AV. MONTROSE, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 2+1 BATHS | $2,398,000

560 AV. GROSVENOR, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,395,000

652 AV. MURRAY HILL, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 2+2 BATHS | $2,385,000

432 AV. CLAREMONT, WESTMOUNT
3 BEDS, 1+1 BATHS | $835,000

323 AV. REDFERN, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $3,995,000

672 AV. BELMONT, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 3 BATHS | $2,695,000

NEWLY PRICED



Fun Mushu pup 

Mushu is bright and affectionate, a 
handsome black-and-tan seven-month-old. 
He is presently at the Montreal SPCA ken-
nel, a precious pup ready for a family as 
soon as possible. 

Mushu is very healthy, up to date with 
his inoculations, neutered and micro-
chipped. He is at the prime “growing long 
legs and long ears” phase of being a seven-
month-old. He is a medium-sized hound, 
attentive, active and highly motivated for 
training. 

You can find out more about Mushu by 
referring to the Montreal SPCA website at 
www.spca.com, and scrolling for his in -
form ation page by his identification 
number, 2000214991. 

You can then plan your trip to the 
shelter to meet with adoption coordinators 
and visit Mushu. They are open every day, 
Monday to Friday from 3 pm to 8 pm, and 
Saturday and Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. 
The SPCA is located at 5215 Jean Talon St. 
West, Côte des Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4. 

Please do not hesitate to drop by the 
shelter for your visit. Mushu is waiting for 
you to bring him home. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne 
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Simply… 
“Efficient” 

Au plaisir!

Marie-José 
Aubin 

Courtier immobilier résidentiel 

514-296-8288

514-934-1818

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 

Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
1-on-1 Photography Workshop 

Take your photography to the next level with a 1-on-1 Workshop! 
Receive personalized coaching on composition, lighting, and 
editing. Perfect for all skill levels. For information call 514-690-
6854 

Housekeeping/Housesitting 

Regular Residential Cleaning Services and House Sitting for 
travelers, damage insurance $2,000,000, some availability, pro-
fessional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673.

Robbie basking in the sun 

A Westmount foundling, Robbie is a 
loving and playful marmalade who enjoys 
basking in the sun. Stocky, with a touch of 
white on his face and large green eyes, he 
is a classic of cat-adventure books, both in 
looks and demeanor. 

Since our days are brighter now, he can 
be found snoozing after a good breakfast. 
There is always more activity before break-
fast, to get attention and a full tummy. 

Robbie is about six years old, up to date 
with his inoculations and neutered. 

He enjoys cuddles and other cats, as he 
is very social with everyone in his foster 
home. 

If you would like more information on 
Robbie, please write to me at Lysfow@

gmail.com. Having the honour of being a 
neighbourhood rescue, it would be won-
derful if he could be adopted in a neigh-

bourhood family. 
Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler
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Now you can discover the one address in town that brings harmony to a changing
senior lifestyle – without compromise. Right beside the Old Fire station where
Victoria meets The Boulevard, Westmount One promises unparalleled levels of
security, comfort and quality living. EXCEPTIONAL PANORAMIC VIEWS INCLUDED.

EVOLVING NEEDS, ONE ADDRESS
Above standard services to make you feel at home including exquisite meals,
housekeeping and laundry. Personal care and assistance can be progressively added
when and if the need arises.

Westmount One accommodates
both independent and assisted living.

For more information call 514 487-8282
4800, chemin de la Côte-Saint-Luc, Montréal

www.westmountone.com

Westmount food retailers identifying products’ origin, bracing for impact of tariffs 
By Martin C. Barry 

Grocers and a restaurateur doing busi-
ness in Westmount reacted with uncer-
tainty but also apprehension last week 
when asked by the Independent to evaluate 
the impact Canada’s response to US presi-
dent Donald Trump’s 25-percent tariffs will 
have on local food and meal prices, as well 
as on their business practices. 

At the Metro Plus Westmount super-
market on Victoria Ave., franchise owner 
Gajan Rajasingam said he’s received quite 

a bit of feedback from customers who want 
to be able to clearly identify products orig-
inating in Canada. 

“They’re asking a lot of questions about 
whether things are from Canada or the 
USA,” he said, noting that many customers 
are specifically rejecting anything that 
comes from south of the Canadian border. 

According to Rajasingam, corporate 
management at Metro has made extensive 
efforts since March 4 (when the US tariffs 
first kicked in) to identify products orig-
inating in Quebec and Canada. While the 
labels feature images of blue fleur-de-lys 
and red Canadian flags, he acknowledged 
that many items on the shelves still had to 
be identified. 

No impact felt yet 

As for the impact on food prices, he said 
it was far too early to tell, but that there had 
been no related price adjustments at that 
point. In any case, any changes would be 
ordered by Metro’s head office, he pointed 
out. 

At the independent grocery retailer 
National Food Shop on Sherbrooke St., 
owner John Cho said staff had just begun 
the process of identifying merchandise as 
manufactured in Canada. “We’ve put little 
flags,” he said. 

But he noted that the upheaval is taking 
place at a time when the food retail business 
tends to be in a slump anyway. “Generally, 
in food in Montreal, this is a slow time be -
cause people go away for spring break, so 
sales are quite depressed in early March,” 
Cho said, while adding that immediate 
price hikes are less likely as a re sult. 

As well, he noted that a good deal of the 
fresh produce the store sells during the 
winter months originates in Central or 
South American countries, rather than the 
US. He expected the price of oranges 
coming from California to shoot up sig-
nificantly at some point, although the store 
also has the option to purchase citrus from 
Morocco and Spain. 

Alternatives to US 

Currently, most of National Food’s better-
quality lettuce – including spring mix, 
arugula and romaine – is imported from 
California. “But, because the distributors are 
aware of the backlash, they will carry more 
from Mexico if they can,” Cho said. 

At Chez Nick’s restaurant on Greene 
Ave., Rob Callard agreed it was still too 
soon for the looming tariffs’ impact on 
prices to be felt. 

“Maybe in the next couple of weeks,” he 
said. Saying that some of the food products 

the restaurant uses come from the States, 
he added that if he can find alternatives in 
Canada, he will. 

“But that’s the thing with these tariffs – 
our two nations are so intertwined. I have-
n’t really sat down to see what’s available 
in Canada. Some products from here we’d 
buy for sure.” Among the obvious excep-
tions would be lettuce and other seasonal 
produce. “I think meat and dairy would be 
okay – they should be stable,” Callard said.

Seen at Metro Plus Westmount on March 5, 
franchise owner Gajan Rajasingam points to a 
shelf label that identifies products as having 
originated in Canada.

National Food Shop owner John Cho says the 
independent grocery retailer has been labelling 
items as Canadian-sourced in response to the 
U.S. tariffs.



Atwater Library hosts successful cocktail, silent auction 

Atwater Library’s annual benefit cock-
tail was super successful. 

The evening’s guest of honour was 
Andrew Molson, chair Avenir Global. He 
pointed out that 196 years ago John Molson 
was a founding vp of the Montreal Mech-
anics’ Institution, from which the library 
evolved. Although he humbly stated that 
he didn’t really speak that much in public, 
he easily charmed the sold-out crowd. 

“I love this place. It’s a great Montreal 
institution. It’s cool, and it’s an important 
place for our city.” 

Molson was introduced by library presi-
dent Bruce Bolton. Clad in his family Royal 
Stewart tartan, he played the bagpipes to 

signal the start of the speeches. 
Emcee was Terry Mosher (aka Aislin), 

whose sardonic cartoons – renowned for 
their spot-on-skewer – were featured in an 
online fundraising auction with proceeds 
going to the library’s Third Century Cam-
paign, chaired by Richard Pound and 
David Angus. 

Lynn Verge, library executive director, 
welcomed guests. Enjoying the silent auc-

tion table were Atwater Library board 
members Helgi Soutar, Carol Christie-
Olsen, Helen Malkin, Geoff Dowd, Caro-
line Nalbantoglu, Daniel Boyer and Chris 
Lyons, as well as past pres John Aylen. 

Amidst the crowd, I noted former 
mayor Peter Trent, Julie Keith and Richard 
Pound, Marie Senécal Tremblay and Bruce 
McNiven, Susan Doherty and Hal Hanna-
ford, Montreal Gazette editor-in-chief 
Marilena Lucci, Nancy 
Brown, Janice Winslow, 
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Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location

Convenient, caring, 
personalized attention 

At Uniprix Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji, we pride ourselves on delivering 
exceptional customer service, quick and efficient prescription 
filling, and personalized wellness consultations to meet your 

unique health needs. 
As a local compounding pharmacy, we go beyond the ordinary to 

create custom medications tailored just for you and your loved ones. 

Visit us today and experience the difference 
of personalized care, right here in Westmount.

5025 Sherbrooke (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 Fax: 514-484-2205 
street-level entrance – free parking in the back of medical building 

pharmacymontreal@gmail.com www.montrealpharmacy.com

PHARMACIE 
PHARMACY

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Andrew Molson.

Aislin (Terry Mosher), Lorne Steinberg and Geoffrey Smith.

Bruce Bolton. Helgi Soutar and Peter Trent.

continued on p. 13
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Andrew’s daughter Celia Molson, Lori 
Baird, Dora Koop and Stephen Phizicky, 
John Blachford, Audley Coley, Bob 
Johnson, Martha Harrison and Marc Boi-
vin, and Beth Marchant and Chris Pick-
woad. 

Also noted were the Quebec Writers’ 
Federation executive director Lori Schubert 
and president Tawhida Tanya Evanson; 
Leah Trineer, president University Women’s 
Club of Montreal; Scott Pritchard, Anna 
and Phil Belec, Christopher Neal, presi-

dent McGill Community for Lifelong 
Learn ing; Thomas Leslie, executive direc-
tor Macdonald Stewart Foundation, and 
Peter McNally, McGill University professor 
emeritus. 

Evening sponsors included Dorchester 
Wealth Management, represented by 
Bruce Gill, Construction Ville-Marie, by 
Pierre Besner and Langis Fortin, and Lorne 
Steinberg Wealth Management Inc, by 
Lorne Steinberg and Geoffrey Smith. 

One of the night’s many highlights was 

the marvellous Scotch selection at the 
silent auction. I bid (but not high enough!) 
for the BenRiach 21-year-old Authenticus 
Speyside Single Malt and the Tullibardine 
25-year-old Highland Single Malt. 

Much-loved Dunn’s buffet was a must-
visit on the second floor. Many may munch 
on salads but, boy, Dunn’s smoked meat 
sandwiches, complete with pickle, were 
drippingly delicious. Line-ups proved the 
point. 

Soaring amaryllis surrounded by puffy 

white hydrangeas were donated by West-
mount Florist. The Dave Turner Jazz Trio 
drew much applause. 

Indeed, the energy-laced eve was prais -
ed by all. In an era of tech, this building of 
books makes a statement. 

Mia colpa: I forgot grammar rule “I 
before E” and misspelt artist Joyce Wie-
land’s name last week. 

For your spring event, please send informa-
tion to: veronica@redgravepr.com.

Richard Pound. Celia Molson. Lori Schubert and Susan Doherty. Conrad Richard. John Aylen.



Correction: Bortoluzzi knits 
against abuse of women 

This article is the corrected version of last 
week’s p. 22 Art column. The Independent 
apologizes for the errors in the original. – DP. 

Nori Bortoluzzi  founded her Crafted 
for Courage project to raise awareness of 
abuse against women. 

Inspired by a project she saw in Italy, 
Nori launched a similar knitting venture 
in Montreal. However, it is not just the 
clacking needles and quiet crocheting that 
caught my eye. It seems to me that the pro-
ject also offers a retro response, a counter-
point to a world of artificial intelligence 
and streaming “news.” 

It is a shape shifter. The gentle – and 
comforting – craft brings touch to a tech-
driven life. It enhances – indeed encour-
ages – conversations as groups form to knit 
together. 

Talk also drives awareness of the cause. 
“We are weaving hope.” Knitted or cro-
cheted squares have been dropped off all 
over Montreal. 

Next steps? Nori “curated” the cuddly 
donations, putting together chromatic col-
lections of the squares (50 cm x 50 cm) 
from which “blankets” were made. Re cent -
ly they were assembled by helpful volun-
teers, including her daughter Emily Chur-
chill-Smith. 

A carpet of colours covered the gym 
floor at the Westmount recreation centre, 
graciously proffered for the cause by West-
mount’s division director of Culture, 
Sports, Recreation and Social Develop-
ment Dave Lapointe. 

All kinds of kindness have been im -
pressed by Nori’s drive. The community 
art installation – individual pieces trans-
formed into beautiful harlequin blankets 
– will premiere on May 10 at the Esplanade 
Place Ville Marie. 

Visitors can donate and in exchange 
select one. Proceeds go to Auberge Sha-
lom, Chez Doris, Fondation de la Chaînon 

and the Native Women’s Shelter of Mon-
treal. Information notabenecourage.ca and 
notebenefoundation@gmail.com.

Art 

Veronica Redgrave

Nori Bortoluzzi.
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We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please 
limit to 300 words and submit before 

Friday 10 am to be considered for 
publication the following week. Email us 
at: editor@westmountindependent.com

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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Westmount
4175 RUE STE-CATHERINE W., APT. 504

$1,395,000

MOUNTAIN VIEWS

+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, APT. 1005

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, APT. 703

SOLD

LET US DO THE SAME FOR YOU!

CALL US FOR MORE UNITS

$2,595,000$2,695,000

MOUNTAIN
VIEWS

BREATHTAKING VIEWS

CONDITIONAL
OFFER

2 2 1

2 2 1 Westmount
1 WOOD AV., APT. 1501

2 2 + 1 2

2 2 + 1 1

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

NEW
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