
Unfinished masonry work at 376 Metcalfe 

City takes owner of ‘high 
profile’ worksite to court 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city took legal steps at the council 
meeting March 17 to initiate court proceed-
ings regarding unfinished work at 376 Met-
calfe, a fairly prominent site just south of 
Sherbrooke at the corner of Melbourne. 

This house is a highly rated Category 1 
semi-detached dwelling that has long been 
partially shrouded by what appeared to be 
worksite fencing but where “all work was 
ceased several months ago,” according to 

a resolution moved by Councillor Conrad 
Peart. 

According to the council resolution, the 
city had issued a work permit on June 21, 
2022 authorizing the restoration of the 
front masonry and half of the side masonry 
in the same manner as the original mater -
ials as well as the woodwork, tin smithing 
and slate roofing. 

This was followed October 5 of that year 
by a revised permit adding the restoration 
of masonry on Melbourne to its original 
condition, following which the original 
masonry was removed but the work not 
completed. 

As a result, the council mandated the 
legal firm of PFD Avocats obtain a judg-
ment from Superior 
Court at a preliminary 
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Order of veterinarians shuts down Dr. Vaillancourt 

Dr. Jean-Marc Vaillancourt’s Westmount Veterinary Hospital on Victoria Ave., as seen March 27, 
has been shut down by the Quebec Order of Veterinary Doctors. See p. 9 for story 
. Photo: Martin C. Barry.
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See p. 14
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Access will be via St. Catherine in Westmount 

Exo: Vendôme intermodal work 
will not affect train schedules 
By Martin C. Barry 

The agency that operates commuter 
trains through the Vendôme intermodal 
station on de Maisonneuve Blvd. in NDG 
wants transit users to know that the west-
bound platform will be undergoing a 
demolition and reconstruction from now 
until next December, although trains are 
expected to circulate as usual. 

“In order to offer users a more practical 
access, Exo is making major improve-
ments to Vendôme station,” Exo – the ab -
breviation used by the Réseau de transport 
métropolitain – said in a statement issued 
in mid-March. 

According to the agency, the project will 
involve completely re-building the north 
platform, even though 
the station will remain continued on p. 18

continued on p. 18
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SPACIOUS 2-BED IN PRESTIGIOUS BLDG

Golden Square Mile | 1321 Rue Sherbrooke O., apt. D-111 | $799,000 Westmount | 285 Av. Clarke, apt. 101 | $1,225,000

FEATURED

BRIGHT & SPACIOUS CONDO IN LUXURY BLDG

Ville-Marie | 445 Av. Viger O., apt. 914 
$430,000 

Quartier des Spectacles | 350 Boul. De 
Maisonneuve O., apt. 2005 | $699,000 

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce | 2237 Av. Madison, 
apt. 305 | $499,900 

Westmount | 4219 Boul. De Maisonneuve O., 
apt. 3 | $4,500/mo

MODERN 1-BED IN A+ LOCATION 

STYLISH 2-BED CONDO GORGEOUS 2-BED, 2-BATH 

Golden Square Mile | 1455 Rue Sherbrooke 
O., apt. 512 | $549,000 

CHEERFUL 1+1-BED CONDO 

Ville-Marie | 555 Boul. René-Lévesque E., 
apt. 405 | $399,000 

COZY MODERN CONDO LARGE 3-BED CONDO 

Westmount | 50-52 Av. Columbia 
$1,650,000 

RENOVATED DUPLEX ON CUL-DE-SAC 

Westmount | 4160 Rue Sherbrooke O., 
apt. 502 | $6,500/mo 

CHIC 3-BED APARTMENT 

FEATURED FEATURED

FEATURED FEATURED FEATURED

FEATUREDNEW LISTING

FEATURED

NEW LISTING



Parking inspector, PSO, permits clerk – Saved suicidal man 

Celebration of life held for city employee Vong 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A number of Public Security and city 
personnel attended a celebration of life ser-
vice March 22 for permits clerk Tek Phong 
Vong, 41, at the Mount Royal funeral com-
plex. He had continued to work while 
struggling with cancer and was well known 
to many Westmount residents seeking a 
permit for parking or dogs, said Public 
Security director Greg McBain. 

In pursuit of a dream to become a police 
officer, he started with the city in 2018 as 
a parking inspector and dispatcher and 
later worked as a public safety officer. After 
a diagnosis of cancer in the leg in 2021 and 
using a cane, he worked as a permits clerk 
where residents would ask about his heal-
ing journey while renewing their parking 
permits, McBain said. 

“Tek was a wonderful employee, never 
a negative thing to say, and always in a 

good mood even when we could see that 
he wasn’t feeling well due to treatments,” 
said assistant director Kimberley Colqu-
houn. “He had three young children with 
his high school sweetheart.” 

When previously employed as a com-
missionaire prior to his work in West-
mount, he was awarded a medal for 
bravery convincing a suicidal man on a 
roof top to come down, added Colquhoun. 
“All of us at Public Safety are devastated by 
the loss of Tek. Forever in our hearts.”
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Real Estate Agency

ATTENTION BUYERS AND SELLERS!
In a world where change is constant, having the right guidance can make all 
the difference. With over 20 years of experience uniting buyers and sellers, 

my goal is to make your transition seamless. I navigate the challenges, 
so you can start your next chapter stress-free. 

Call me! Let’s write your next chapter together!
JILL PRÉVOST

Woman falls in icy conditions 
at Westmount Square 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A Public Security patroller on Greene 
Ave. went to the help of a woman who had 
fallen in front of Westmount Square on 
Greene Ave. March 22, Public Security offi-
cials said. Another woman, described as a 
passer-by who had also fallen in icy condi-
tions, had gone to her assistance. 

Building management was contacted by 
Public Security and informed of the slip-
pery conditions. 

The woman complained of pain in the 
left foot but had no one to help her get 
home to East End Montreal. At first, she 
refused but Urgences Santé was eventually 
called. 

She nevertheless refused transport to 
hospital and the woman left with a friend. 

Danger tape was placed  in the area. The 
woman’s age was not re ported. 

Small kitchen fire leads to 
evacuation on Dorchester 

Firefighters were called March 18 to 
check out an apartment at 4162 Dorchester 
March 18 after what was described as a 
small kitchen fire had been put out by a 
resident using a fire extinguisher, Public 
Security officials said. 

The fire was reported to have resulted 
when cooking oil overheated, burning a 
kitchen vent, stove and cabinet. Residents 
of the building were evacuated during 
verification of the building to ensure the 
fire had not spread between the walls. 
None was found.

Photo courtesy of Westmount Public Security.
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The many hues of Westmount slate 
It is rare that I agree with letter writer 

Richard Dufour, but we are 100 percent in 
agreement on the city’s treatment of roofing 
slate. Recently (March 4, p. 6), he wrote that 
the city’s Urban Planning department had 
been insisting on a certain hue of slate for 
his friend’s roof renovation. The plan ners 
relented – grudgingly as far as I can see – 
citing their retreat as an exception because 
even they admitted that they did not have 
historical photos to back up their case. 

This madness must stop! 
Dufour wants to save the greenhouse 

gas that the department’s preferred tiles 
would entail. I find a focus on such pica -
yune things to be unhelpful (how much gas 
would we be talking?), but the Urban Plan-
ning department is finding a whole new 
way to think small. Let me get this right: 
The renovation of a roof (which seems like 
an important part of a house to this non-
architect) is being held up due to the hue 
of the homeowner’s proposed slate? 

I can’t think of a better example of 
bureaucracy run amok than adult people, 
on the public payroll, examining early 20th 
century photographs to ascertain the hue 
of slate. It is even more delicious if those 
photographs are black and white. The sat-
irist won’t have to break a sweat to lam-
poon this one. 

Can the next mayor please do whatever 
it takes (e.g. by-law change, directive to 

employees) until this obstructionist, anti-
resident behaviour stops? 

Westmount’s ‘non-existent’ slates 

Speaking of the next council, there is 
another kind of slate that comes up from 
time to time in Westmount: electoral ones. 

I have heard one or two Westmount 
politicians say, “There are no slates in 
Westmount.” This statement is technically 
true, but also – like so many technically 
true statements – deeply untrue. 

Many technically independent West-
mount municipal politicians have encour-
aged others to run for office, and helped 
them strategize, and helped them with 
campaigning, and then worked together to 
implement their similar (identical?) pro-
grams. Even if they avoid a Quebec statu-
tory definition of a “slate” (or party), is that 
not a slate in the plain, English-language 
sense of the word? 

The phenomenon is clearer to see when 
there have been contested elections. In my 
opinion, in the lifespan of this newspaper, 
there has been a mayor-supported candi-
date defeating an incumbent, one being 
defeated when an incumbent, and at least 
two losing as challengers. 

But the voters aren’t entirely on board 
with this practice. Last election, people 
even called me to “report” one such effort. 
“Isn’t it illegal” one of them asked, for one 

candidate to help another? 
“No, there is no such law that I know 

of,” I said, and freedom of association is 
guaranteed under the constitution so there 
likely could not be. 

But it made me think about our cover-
age. Perhaps we should work more to 
inform readers about the subtle linkages 
between candidates? The close watchers 
of municipal affairs know all about them. 
Maybe the less engaged would like to. 

And I need look no further than a col-
umn by one of my teachers – the late, great 
Independent columnist Don Wedge – for 
when we did just that (see: “Campaign ’09: 
Who’s helping whom tells,” October 27-28, 
2009, p. 4). 

Looking at Westmount municipal coun-
cil votes over the life of the newspaper, very 
few are not unanimous. When they aren’t 
unanimous, it is usually one or at most two 
councillors who break from the herd. I can 
think of only one time that a resolution was 
defeated (see “Motion fails in rare 4-3 vote, 
September 2-3, 2008, p. 1). So councillors 
are generally getting along quite well, after 
elections anyway. 

Which politicians will collaborate in 
advance, i.e. during the upcoming elec-
tion? Stay tuned for our election coverage. 

Slates aren’t bad 

Unlike some voters, I am not against 
slates, so even after my previous missives 
(“Unsolicited advice for municipal voters: 
Know what you’re voting for,” January 28, 
p. 6; “Unsolicited advice (2), for candidates: 
Tell us what you want to do,” February 4, 
p. 6), I have some more unsolicited advice 

to would-be candidates: if you want to get 
anything done in municipal politics, being 
part of a slate is the only way to go. 

I was once told a story that put the 
mechanics of municipal power into clear 
relief. Many years ago (around 2001?), a 
reporter went to a West Island city hall and 
ran into the municipality’s mayor. The 
reporter stopped to chat and ended up ask-
ing the mayor about the upcoming budget, 
which was being deposited that night. 

“They don’t tell me anything,” said the 
mayor, meaning that he had quarrelled 
with the councillors and they were passing 
the budget without advance information 
for him or his input. 

All this to say: Quebec mayors are not 
that powerful, unless they are backed by a 
majority of their councils. 

On the other hand, back during our 
Great Arena Debate (February 2, 2009 to 
September 19, 2013), I remember there 
being an anti-new arena candidate who ran 
entirely alone. What could this person have 
accomplished given the pro-arena stance 
of the other eight council members? 

Despite some current coyness, I expect 
the core of Westmount’s current greenist 
city council to run again – likely with a few 
new faces to fill any holes, or to attempt to 
eliminate overly independent current col-
leagues. 

Will they face an opposing slate? As I’ve 
written before: Westmount, it’s all up to you… 

Take heed voters and would-be politi-
cians: Who is working with whom? Who 
is working for you? 

David Price is the editor of 
the Independent.
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Blow snow onto lawns, 
save money 

I was shocked to read on the front page 
of the Westmount Independent of March 25 
regarding the snow-removal costs of $1.6 
million. As a past homeowner of some 30 
years in Town of Mount Royal, we never 
incurred these excessive costs. 

Why? Because on all the residential 
streets in TMR, the snowblowers blow the 
snow onto the front lawns. I have said over 
and over that this idea of blowing snow 
into trucks, as Westmount chooses to do, 
is so ridiculous!! 

Not only is it very time consuming and 
costly, but an added annoyance trying to 
drive down a street with trucks lined up 
behind the snowblower! 

Just to inform city council and all home-
owners in Westmount that, come spring 
time, all the grass on our lawns in TMR 
grew back beautifully, without incurring 
any extra expenses. 

Time for Westmount to change its 

snow-removal policy. 
Warren Dick, Wood Ave. 

Yes to Matossian’s resource 
plan, and let’s use personal 
resources too 

I am writing to express my complete 
support for Nic Matossian’s guest column 
“Canada needs a national resource plan, 
now” (March 18, p. 9). His analysis and pre-
scriptions are bang on. 

However, I’d like to remind everyone 
that Canada has another arrow in its quiver 
vis à vis the US. That is the simple fact that 
due to our proximity and inter-connected-
ness to our neighbours to the south, we all 
have many friends, colleagues and relatives 
who are Americans. 

And, as we all know, Americans LOVE 
Canadians. We enjoy a special place in their 
hearts born from generations of peace ful 
co-existence and interdependence. 

We also know that in today’s bitter dis-
course, arguments based on economic and 
political “logic” take a back seat to dis- and 
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mis-information, if indeed they pierce the 
onslaught of other noise at all. 

So let the politicians and pundits do 
their jobs. In the meantime, let’s also reach 
out to our personal American allies, one 
on one, to make sure they get the message 
that we as Canadians are deeply concerned 
with the hostility being directed toward us 
by their government. Let’s remind them 
that, regardless of which side one takes on 
the issues of Canada-US relations, our rela-
tionship is based on much more than 
economics. We are indeed the best neigh-
bours anyone could hope for. 

If enough of us reach enough of them, 
it will make a difference. 

Make no mistake: as we have already 
seen, those “warm and fuzzy” feelings that 
have undergirded our relationship for 150+ 
years can be shattered by Trump in a few 
short months through his lies and made-
up grievances. 

We must act now, before he turns 
Canada from America’s closest friend into 
its closest enemy. 

John Van Toch, Chesterfield Ave. 

Wise past leaders left 
out indoor pool, 
controlled expenses 

The city of Westmount has built two ath-
letic complexes in its history [i.e. the current 
Westmount recreation centre and its prede-
cessor], and it is thanks to the wisdom, real-
ism and hands-on discipline of past coun-
cils that indoor pools were not included in 
these projects. Why? Because our popula-
tion is too small to afford an indoor pool, 
especially during a time when city council 
is putting the city in debt to fix stairs and 
maintain its buildings – work that was 
covered by property taxes in the past. 

But no more. Why? Because West-
mount’s budget has ballooned with un -
necessary ex penses, such as a yearly bud get 
line of $500,000 to provide grants to some 
homeowners to upgrade their water entries 
(and even more money to provide very 
expensive water filters to those households 
until they do), or $500,000 to design Moun-
tain Ave. – a street that already exists, or 
employee wages and fees to consultants and 
professionals that are now out of control, or 
paying for some citizens’ Bixi accounts, or 
chucking in funds to help homeowners 
renovate historic houses, et cetera. 

It is clear to me that we need to bring 
back wise and realistic councils to control 
expenses and keep Westmount an afford-
able place to live – as it was when we bought 
our house in 1994 – and not just a commu-
nity for the super rich. It is my under -
standing that at some point in the past, and 
when property taxes and ex penses were 
under control, that a residents’ committee 

existed and consulted on budget issues. 
It is time for that committee to be re -

instated, so it can help city councils to stop 
adding lines to a budget full of new and 
un necessary (read: not a city’s responsibil-
ity) expenses. 

Thomas LaPierre, Chesterfield Ave. 

Public notices should 
be in Independent 

At the March 17 council meeting, draft 
By-law 1631 was introduced. This by-law 
removes* the need for the city to publish 
upcoming by-laws in the Westmount Inde-
pendent. This is troubling, as well as un -
necessary. We are extremely fortunate in 
Westmount to have a vibrant, well run and 
extensively read local newspaper. 

The local community paper has to be 
independent from the city, and so cannot 
receive a city grant; that is entirely correct. 
Thus, the Indie relies on advertisements 
for revenue, as well as revenue from the 
publication of city activities and public 
notices. To deprive the Indie of this source 
of revenue is short sighted in the extreme, 
and does so for no good reason. 

For the many citizens who do not on a 
regular basis troll the city’s website for up -
coming by-laws, the printed information in 
the Indie is the only information source. 
Eliminating this source is antithetical to a 
well-informed citizenry, as well as being det-
rimental to a community newspaper. This 
by-law is simply not in the public interest, 
at any level, and should be scrap ped. 

Jon Breslaw, Grosvenor Ave. 

*Editor’s note and thoughts: Thank you for 
your kind comments and showing an 
interest in the city’s advertising spending 
with us. I read draft By-law 1631 and the 
February 5, 2018 one it replaces, 1516. It is 
my understanding that the new law re -
duces the city’s official notice “locations” 
from four (city website, city hall and library 
bulletin boards, email to residents and 
city’s social media accounts) to two (city 
hall bulletin board, city website). The Inde-
pendent is not on the current list, so it does 
not affect us directly. 

The real damage in this matter was 
done by the provincial Liberal government 
in 2017 when it passed Bill 122, eliminating 
the need for municipalities to publish 
many/most/all public notices. I am on rec-
ord opposing this change and the city’s use 
of it to not publish many public notices (see 
“City ponders change to public notices,” 
January 29, 2018, p. 11 for coverage and 
February 12, 2019, p. 8 for my views in reply 
to a letter to the editor). Since that time, 
the municipal government has published 
some of its notices in our paper (maybe 
because some still have to be published, or 

discretionarily – I don’t know). 
Regardless, what really matters to the 

survival of this business is the aggregate 
amount of spending, which – municipally 
– has gone down over the last 11 years. If 
Westmounters want us around, I encour-
age them to tell the politicians and candi-
dates in the upcoming November election. 

For clarity, I am NOT in favour of sub-
sidies or of spending money for the sake 
of spending money. Nevertheless, there are 
so many things that council does with tax-
payers’ money, and to citizens’ laws and 
services, that more should, in my view, be 
done to apprise them. It should be win-
win-win (government, paper, residents). 

There has been almost 18 years of 
changing levels of win-win-win – and I 
thank all the municipal decision-makers 
over the lifespan of the paper for this situ-
ation – but, to repeat, it has been less so in 
recent years, when this news-advertising 
formula is as true as ever. 

I may have more to say about this 
matter in future… – DP. 

Southeast plan should 
consider role, physical 
site of Atwater Library 

I write in support of developing an 
appropriate role for the Atwater Library 
within the proposed planning framework 
for the southeast sector of the city of West-
mount. 

Sadly, the current planning proposal 
ignores the history and heritage status of 
the Atwater Library as well as its longstand-
ing support of community activity. The 
library is an important heritage gateway to 
the city and merits significant and appro-
priate spatial and programmatic attention. 

The proposed 25-storey tower immedi-
ately adjacent to the library is wildly out of 
scale and so dominates the historic library 
building as to render it insignificant. At 
the very least, a setback from Atwater on 
the southwest corner of Atwater and St. 
Catherine streets would allow a view of the 
library from this important intersection. 

An integrated, lower-rise, mixed-use 
building envelope along the south side of 
St. Catherine Street, rather than the cur-
rent suggestion of a podium and towers, 
would serve to frame rather than dominate 
the library. 

A substantial crosswalk linking Cabot 
Square to the library site would further 
reinforce the sense of a heritage portal to 
the city, consistent with other heritage gate-
ways to Westmount such as Dawson Col-
lege to the north and Marianopolis College 
to the west. 

The development of this sector of the 
city will add many new residents to the 

existing population, who will all require 
access to community activities and facil-
ities. The community programs, exhibits 
and talks that are an integral part of the 
library’s raison d’être are an obvious and 
invaluable asset to the southeast sector of 
the city. The “greening” of this sector, 
enhanced by a landscape setting with 
appropriate street furniture and lighting, 
should link as many of these sites as is 
possible, not the least of these to the 
Atwater Library. 

A planning framework is not yet a plan, 
and there is time to re-consider some of 
the premises of the current proposal. Ulti-
mately, the balance between the need to 
build a viable community network of resi-
dences, commercial properties, offices and 
community facilities cannot and should 
not ignore the heritage of this sector of the 
city of Westmount. 

Peter Jacobs, Belmont Ave. 

Editor’s note: The city has started reacting 
to comments from residents about this 
project. I encourage anyone interested to 
read our February 18, p. 1 article on this 
matter, which includes comments from 
elected officials. – DP.

Letters to the Editor
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Council approves two 2025 payments 

City partnership renewed with Y for Teen Zone at WRC 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The city’s partnership with the West-
mount YMCA was renewed at the council 
meeting March 17 at a total amount to the 
city of $60,928 for the city’s 2025 partici-

pation with the Y at the Teen Zone in the 
Westmount recreation centre (WRC). The 
amount is payable in two instalments, 
March 31 and July 31. 

The partnership agreement, renewable 
on a yearly basis, dates back to 2014. This 
will see the YMCA continue to run the 
city’s teen centre in the recreation centre. 

“This is a longstanding relationship and 
partnership,” Mayor Christina Smith said 
after the resolution was moved without 
comment by Councillor Mary Gallery, 
whose commissionership includes recre-
ation. 

The centre marked its 10th anniversary 
last year, continuing its aim to provide a 
safe environment in which those aged 12 
to 17 can gather, connect and build rela-
tionships. The teens’ access to the WRC is 
limited to the Teen Zone (known as TZ) 
and its coordinators are responsible for its 
governance. 

While minor changes have been made 

over the years, the general schedule re -
mains the same, offering drop-ins every 
day along with interactive games that are 
group-based, such as cooking workshops, 
art, basketball and free tutoring. Objectives 
include a monthly financial literacy work-
shop and a “special” event.

Adds another $5,000 for ‘social vocation’ 

City awards $98,000-plus in community grants 
By Laureen Sweeney 

It’s the time of year when city council 
typically approves supporting grants to 
non-profit community organizations in 
Westmount that provide services to the 
community not offered by the city. This 
year, a total of some $98,000 was approved 
at the city council meeting March 17. 

A separate grant for $5,000 was awarded 
in a separate agenda item to Prospect-Bel-
vedere Services Corporation as being a 
non-profit “with a social vocation.” This 
charitable organization provides affordable 
housing at its residence on St. Catherine 
to independent adults with financial, medi-
cal and emotional needs, founded in part 
by the Rotary Club of Westmount. It 

turned 50 two years ago (see story June 6, 
2023, p. 1). 

“They haven’t been part of our grant 
program,” said Mayor Christina Smith, but 
given the current housing crisis, she 
added, “this could help them with needed 
upgrades.” 

“We’re thrilled,” longtime treasurer Julie 
Dawson told the Independent. 

This year’s grants to community organ-
izations were described as having been 
analyzed and recommended by the city’s 
interim director of the Library and Com-
munity Events. 

Recipients were: 
Atwater Library and Computer Centre: •
to help with its operating costs, $37,500; 
The Greene Avenue Community Centre •

(Centre Greene), $13,500; 
Contactivity Centre, which now uses •
some of the city’s facilities at Victoria 
Hall and the Westmount recreation 
centre (WRC), $35,000; 
The Visual Arts Centre, $6,000; •
The Westmount Battery artillery re-•
enactment group, $2,000; 
The Westmount Historical Association, •
$3,500. 
The YMCAs of Quebec – Westmount, 

also received $20,000 for programs pro-
vided to the city (see story below). 

Community organizations, such as 
Con tactivity, that receive other benefits 
than grant money (e.g. use of city facilities) 
are “weighted” differently when it comes 
to the disbursement of grant funds.
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Convenient, caring, 
personalized attention 

At Uniprix Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji, we pride ourselves on delivering 
exceptional customer service, quick and efficient prescription 
filling, and personalized wellness consultations to meet your 

unique health needs. 
As a local compounding pharmacy, we go beyond the ordinary to 

create custom medications tailored just for you and your loved ones. 

Visit us today and experience the difference 
of personalized care, right here in Westmount.

5025 Sherbrooke (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 Fax: 514-484-2205 
street-level entrance – free parking in the back of medical building 

pharmacymontreal@gmail.com www.montrealpharmacy.com

PHARMACIE 
PHARMACY

A gentle and personalized approach 
in helping seniors relocate

(514) 808-4248 
kathleen@smallernest.com 

www.smallernest.com

Manage your entire move 
Plan your new layout on computer 
Empty an apartment or house 
Sell/donate unwanted items 
Arrange an estate sale 
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc… 
Arrange a moving company 
Pack & unpack your moving boxes 
Set up your new smaller nest

Police Report 

No police report 
in this issue 

The Independent is unable to publish 
a police report this week. Although we 
at tempted to contact Montreal police 
Station 12’s community relations officer 
several times late last week in accord-
ance with a standing practice between 
Station 12 and the Independent, there 
was no response by our deadline. – 
MCB
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REMAX ACTION -  REAL ESTATE AGENCY

yBunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bunnyeberke@gmai l .com

514.347.1928

SOLD

WESTMOUNT | 2 BURTON 
Situated in the heart of Victoria Village, where 
fabulous location meets endless potential. This 4 
bedroom home boasts an elaborate front porch with 
an offsetting balcony, a lane at the rear and a back -
yard with the original detached mews alongside. 
There are endless possibilities to transform this 
extremely well-positioned property into your ideal 
sanctuary. Whether you envision modern updates or 
preserving its original classic charm, 
Thank you to our collaborating Broker, Jamil Demers!

Professional order closes vet 
By Martin C. Barry 

A journalist from the Westmount Inde-
pendent was ejected on March 27 from the 
Victoria Ave. clinic of prominent and long-
time local veterinarian Jean-Marc Vaillan-
court by an official with the Quebec Order 
of Veterinary Doctors, who claimed the 
office was closed. 

Timeline 

At about 11:15 am on the same day, the 
Independent’s editor had been telephoned 
by Dr. Vaillancourt, informing the paper 
brief ly about an in-progress shut-down of 
his business. 

The Westmount Veterinary Hospital’s 
front entrance door was locked when the 
Independent’s reporter arrived on site about 
an hour later. 

Although a staff member, who ans wer -
ed the door, confirmed to the reporter that 
Dr. Vaillancourt was in his upstairs office, 
the staffer was initially reluctant to allow 
the journalist in. In the meantime, the pro-
fessional order appeared to have tempor-
arily taken over control of the clinic. 

After the journalist had waited a few 
minutes in the lobby, several persons des -
cended, one of whom confirmed that she 

was an official with the order of veterinar-
ians. She told the journalist he had no right 
to be there and ordered him to leave. 

The Quebec Order of Veterinary Doc-
tors issued a decision on February 28, not-
ing that Dr. Jean-Marc Vaillancourt was 
struck from the order’s register of ac credit -
ed veterinary practitioners (“Avis de radi-
ation permanente”) on January 20, in ac -
cordance with Article 55 of the province of 
Quebec’s code of professions. 

A passage from that article states that 
“In case of repeated failure to successfully 
complete a period of refresher training or 
a refresher course involving a restriction 
or suspension, the Bureau may, after giv-
ing the professional concerned the oppor-
tunity to make written representations, 
strike the professional off the roll, or per-
manently restrict the professional’s right 
to engage in professional activities re serv -
ed for members of the order.” 

The Quebec Order of Veterinary Doc-
tors provided no further explanation. 

The Independent reached out through 
voice mail to the St. Hyacinthe-based Que-
bec Order of Veterinary Doctors, as well as 
to Dr. Vaillancourt, for additional informa-
tion. They had not responded by the Inde-
pendent’s deadline. See photo on p. 1.



Breaking new ground on Hillside? 

Minor zoning exemption 
granted for smaller units 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A developer’s request was granted by 
city council March 17 to include two one-
bedroom units at Hillside Lane, the resi-
dential project previously approved at the 
site of vacant Hillside Armory. The deci-
sion was granted as a “minor exemption” 
to the current zoning that requires all the 
units in the zone to contain at least two 

bedrooms. 
So was it considered a ground-breaking 

decision that could reflect current needs 
in today’s market? This possibility was 
raised in comments by Mayor Christina 
Smith and Councillor Conrad Peart after 
the exemption was granted. 

Allowing the smaller units would not 
affect the exterior, the mayor stated. Peart, 
whose commissionership includes urban 
planning, suggested the city’s by-laws 
tended to be geared to much larger units 
and that the current situation could lead to 
a new “look at our housing options.” 

In explaining the request for a minor 
exemption, development director Maya Gir-
lando of Groupimmo had told the Indepen-
dent that today’s market involving people 
downsizing was looking for a mix in size to 
include smaller units and related pricing. 

“This is the reality of the market,” she 
said (see story March 11, p. 1)
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Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Just east of Westmount 

‘9T3’ apartments at 3015 Sherbrooke 
reaches 65%-70% occupancy 
By Jennifer Ball 

Just east of Westmount, the “9T3” pro-
ject at 3015 Sherbrooke St. has completed 
its second-to-last milestone and stands at 
65 percent to 70 percent occupancy, with 
rental agreements being penned at a brisk 
clip, the owner said. 

The last milestone is the landscaping, 
which will be complete by the spring, the 
Independent was told. 

“First thing in the spring, it will be 
done. It is the only thing left to do. That 
will be as soon as Mother Nature allows us 
to do it,” Patrick Pecorilli – the president 
of 9472- 0380 Québec Inc., which bought 
the building for $14.5 million in November 
2022 – said on February 28. 

For the development of “9T3,” he part-
nered with Construction Melatti and Peco-
rilli is serving as the building’s property 
manager. 

He and his family moved into a unit in 
September 2024, at the same time he wel-
comed tenants in residence. (See Septem-
ber 19, 2023, p. SL-7, March 19 SL-8, Sep-
tember 17, 2024, p. SL-12 for background.) 

The ground level and the basement 
were the last to be delivered, and they were 
completed on December 19 last year. 

“Rentals are going very well,” summed 
up Pecorilli. 

He gave the Independent a tour of the 
apartment building, including viewing the 
different configurations of apartments and 
communal areas. 

Of the 38 studios, 39 one-bedroom, 16 
two-bedroom and two three-bedroom 
apartments that were constructed, Pecorilli 
provided the data on which units could still 
be rented as of February 28: 

Studios: 12, priced starting at $1,575 •
semi-furnished and $1,675 furnished, 

1-bedrooms: 13, priced starting at $1,675 •
semi-furnished and $1,900 furnished, 

2-bedrooms: three, starting at $2,450 •
semi furnished and $2,600 furnished, 

3-bedrooms: two, at $3,300 furnished. •

High-speed internet, hot water and AC 
are included. “Semi-furnished” includes 
four appliances: stove, fridge, dishwasher 
and microwave.
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A SELECTION OF OUR LUXURY PROPERTIES

2690 BOUL. BÉLIVEAU,
LE VIEUX-LONGUEUIL

250 CH. DE LA POINTE-SUD #1805,
ÎLE-DES-SOEURS

1360 RUE ST-JACQUES #210,
 VILLE-MARIE

127 AV. VIVIAN,
MONT-ROYAL

4701 AV. GROSVENOR,
WESTMOUNT ADJACENT

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

4040 CHEMIN GAGE,
WESTMOUNT ADJACENT

215 AV. REDFERN #408,
WESTMOUNT

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

SO
LD

5625 AV. DE CANTERBURY,
CÔTE-DES-NEIGES/NOTRE-DAME-DE-GRÂCE

5627 AV. DE CANTERBURY,
OUTREMONT ADJACENT

SO
LD

SO
LD

Many thanks to Alfee Kaufman & Liza Kaufman, listing 
brokers, for their excellent collaboration.
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Co-Ed, 8-17 yrs of age 
BILINGUAL CAMP 

•Beautiful site and facilities 
•30 km south of Montreal 
•65 campers per session 

•QCA, OCA, FEQ certified. 
Recipient of Canadian 

Camping Award of Excellence
Tel. 450 826-3772 

www.campsanssouci.ca 
info@sans-souci.qc.ca

Residential Summer Camp
Sans Souci Riding Centre Inc.

Expos remembered at Westmount Public Library 
By Martin C. Barry 

Sam Beitel was always an Expos fan. 
Although retired now from a career in 

teaching, he remembers that while on staff 
at William Hingston High School near Jarry 
Park in the 1970s, the characteristic sounds 
of the Expos ball games would carry over 
into his classroom, interrupting lessons. 

“Jarry Park is just on the other side of 
the train tracks,” the longtime Westmount 
resident noted in an interview regarding 
an exhibit he put together of Montreal 

Expos memorabilia, currently on display 
at the Westmount Public Library. 

“If the window was open and I was 
teaching Shakespeare or something like 
poetry and someone out there hit a home 
run, all of a sudden we’d hear this sound,” 
he added, imitating the rambunctious 
noise of a crowd in uproar. 

“I had to stop my lesson, but it was fun,” 
he said. 

Among the items on display at the 
library are Expos pennants, ball caps, a 
copy of Gazette cartoonist Terry “Aislin” 
Mosher’s book Montreal Expos: A Cartoon-
ist’s Love Affair, sports journalist Dan 
Turner’s exhaustive 1983 work The Expos 
Inside Out, as well as an assortment of 
novelty items from lapel pins to em bossed 
pencils. 

In 1991, when the team was reaching its 
peak culminating in the 1994 season, Bei-
tel, his spouse (also a teacher) and their 
two sons decided to use their summer 
vacation for a trip through the US to follow 
the Expos on the road. 

“We ended up driving across the States 
to the West Coast,” he said. “We saw them 
play in St. Louis, in Chicago, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, San Diego.” 

The family would have been on hand to 
see Expos pitcher Dennis Martinez pitch a 
legendary no-hitter in LA, except they were 
on their way to San Francisco for the next 
day’s match. “Too bad we missed that per-
fect game by one day,” said Beitel. 

The family’s love of baseball has been 
so consuming that their younger son, Jor-
dan, who played from an early age, rose to 
become a left-handed pitcher in the prov-
incial AAA Midget league, the highest level 
of play in minor league baseball. 

Unfortunately, a tear in a rotator cuff at 
age 17, followed by an unsuccessful surgery 
by a sports injury specialist, brought an end 
to his pitching career, according to Beitel. 

“We are a real baseball family who still 
love the Expos,” he summed up.

Sam Beitel, seen here in the lobby at Westmount Public Library on March 14, accumulated a trove 
of Montreal Expos memorabilia over several decades.

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING 
WESTMOUNTERS WITH 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

AND WORKMANSHIP

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS
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Groupe Christina Miller - Real Estate Brokers | 1 Westmount Square #711, Westmount (QC) H3Z 2P9 | Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency

lovewhereyoulive514.934.2480

CHRISTINAMILLER.CA

711 AV. GROSVENOR, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,795,000

323 AV. SIMCOE, MONT-ROYAL
4+1 BEDS, 3+2 BATHS | $3,495,000

796 AV. MARIN, LE SUD-OUEST
2 BEDS, 1 BATH | $639,000

5 RUE REDPATH-COURT, VILLE-MARIE
3+2 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $1,395,000

5985 RUE DE TERREBONNE, CDN/NDG
3 BEDS, 1 BATH | $568,000

493 AV. MOUNT-PLEASANT, WESTMOUNT
5 BEDS, 4+1 BATHS | $2,575,000

3015 CH. DE BRESLAY, VILLE-MARIE
3 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,325,000

56 AV. WINDSOR, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 1+2 BATHS | $1,495,000

4293 AV. MONTROSE, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 3 BATHS | $2,395,000

37 AV. BURTON, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 2 BATHS | $1,479,000

323 AV. REDFERN, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $3,995,000

INTRODUCINGINTRODUCING

INTRODUCINGINTRODUCING INTRODUCING

672 AV. BELMONT, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 3 BATHS | $2,695,000

NEWLY PRICED

NEWLY PRICED

NEWLY PRICED
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AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC. 
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) 

(Proudly serving our community over more than 20 years) 

Professional Accounting, Tax & Business Advisory Services 

$ INCOME TAX RETURN $ 
Federal T1 & provincial TP1 (personal) 
• Personal & corporate income tax returns 

• Consultation on corporate structure 
• Real estate statements preparation 

• Tenants’ Relevé 31 preparation 
• Financial statements & Bookkeeping 

• GST, QST, & Payroll reports 

514 227-8765 
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B, H3X 2T8 
email: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

November transfers: Prices weaken 
Note: The following article relates to the 

registration of deeds of sale for Westmount 
property in November 2024, gleaned from city 
sources. A list of sales can be found on p. 15. 

Volume remained strong in November 
last year but prices weakened considerably, 
with only three sales over $3 million (com-
pared to seven in October) and five below 
$2 million (compared to only two). The 
average price in November was $2,438,750, 
down from $3,365,192 in October, and the 
average mark-up over valuation tumbled 
to just 1.3 percent from 9.4 percent in 
October. 

Highest price of $5,400,000 went for 50 
Oakland Ave., a lovely stone 1½-storey 
house on the west side of the cul-de-sac on 
top of Westmount Mountain. Below this 
were two others priced above $3 million, 
including 215 Edgehill Ave., whose 
$3,755,000 sale price was 28.5 percent less 
than its $5,249,600 municipal valuation, 
the biggest mark-down of the month. 

On the other end of the scale were three 
houses that sold for between 31- and 35-
percent mark-ups, top of which was 12 Bur-

ton Ave., whose $1,655,00 price was 34.3 
percent above its assessed value. The other 
sale on Burton, at 40 Burton Ave., brought 
$1,345,000, lowest price for the month in 
Westmount. 

Condos 

Five apartment-style condominiums 
sold in November, ranging in price from 
$765,000 for a fourth-floor unit at 399 
Clarke Ave. to $3,200,000 for a 14th-floor 
apartment at 1 Wood Ave., measuring 237.3 
square meters or more than 2,500 square 
feet, which actually sold twice, the second 
time for $3,200,000 or 14 percent more 

than its municipal valuation. That price is 
the third-highest for a condominium so far 
this year. 

One commercial sale was registered in 
November, as the onetime Westmount 
Realties headquarters that now hosts Gal-
eries de Bellefeuille, sold for $6,800,000, 
substantially higher than its tax value.

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

50 Oakland.

1365 Greene Ave. 215 Edgehill. 40 Burton.

12 Burton. All photos taken March 25.
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profusion.global© Profusion Immobilier Inc. Real Estate Agency. All rights reserved.

514.603.9870
tbaer@profusion.global

Estate Broker
TINA BAER

73 YEARS OF
SUCCESS

Scan for my listings 

MLS# 10990401

1947 Rue Baile, Ville-Marie495 Elm, Westmount

Two � m� e st� ey

Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in November 
Address                                                        Vendor                                                                                                                 Price                                2023 Val                    Ratio (±%) 

12 Burton                                                      Sarantos Ioannidis & Andrea Lowe                                                             $1,655,000                             $1,232,000                            34.3% 
40 Burton                                                      Wei Lin                                                                                                          $1,345,000                             $1,184,100                            13.6% 
564 Claremont                                              Rosann Nerenberg                                                                                        $2,087,500                             $1,977,100                              5.6% 
215 Edgehill                                                  9361-5425 Québec Inc.                                                                                 $3,755,000                             $5,249,600                           -28.5% 
573 Grosvenor                                              Giuseppe Rizzolo & Angela Costa                                                               $2,100,000                             $2,564,700                           -18.1% 
427 Lansdowne                                             Claudine Marineau                                                                                       $2,025,000                             $1,895,100                              6.9% 
258 Metcalfe                                                 Chun Hong Zhao                                                                                          $1,640,000                             $1,793,700                             -8.6% 
4350 Montrose                                             Pierre Morin & Marie-Claude Dion                                                              $3,550,000                             $2,836,800                            25.1% 
50 Oakland                                                    Filip Papich & Carol Schweykowsky                                                             $5,400,000                             $5,598,500                             -3.5% 
36 Somerville                                                Dylan Adair                                                                                                    $2,480,000                             $1,891,400                            31.1% 
34 Springfield                                                Ousama Hafar & Rim Ali Adib                                                                     $1,700,000                             $1,274,900                            33.3% 
109 Sunnyside                                              Lixia Wang                                                                                                     $1,830,000                             $1,764,000                              3.7% 
656 Victoria                                                   Eric Ouaknine & Julia Brownstein                                                                $2,175,000                             $1,857,700                            17.1% 
344 Wood                                                      Louis Gordon & Phyllis Wolfond                                                                 $2,400,000                             $2,582,600                             -7.1% 

CONDOMINIUMS 
399 Clarke #4D                                             estate William B. Donohue                                                                             $765,000                                $792,000                             -3.4% 
200 Lansdowne #501                                   Patrick O’Neil & Christina Young                                                                $1,090,000                             $1,068,000                              2.1% 
4476 St. Catherine #304                               Henri Barki & Beste Orstan Barki                                                                   $820,000                                $875,400                             -6.3% 
4700 St. Catherine #512                               estate J.D. Charles de Jocas                                                                          $1,700,000                             $1,672,400                              1.7% 
1 Wood #1401                                              estate Arlene Wise                                                                                   $2,309,059.22                             $2,800,000                           -17.5% 
1 Wood #1401                                              Adam Benjamin & Lauren Brownstein                                                       $3,200,000                             $2,800,000                            14.3% 

OTHER 
1365-69 Greene                                            9518-1848 Québec Inc.                                                                                 $6,800,000                             $4,019,700                            69.2%



New Centre Greene mural inspired by children’s fondness for the centre 
By Martin C. Barry 

A new wall mural was unveiled at 
Centre Greene on March 18, much to the 
delight of a small group of children en -
rolled in after-school activities at the 
Greene Ave. community centre. 

The colourful depiction of some of the 
values nurtured at Centre Greene – includ-
ing family, kids and feelings of security – 
can be seen on a section of walls located 
behind the main service desk in the admin-
istrative offices area. 

It was conceived and painted with the 
help of artists affiliated with MU, a Mon-
treal-based non-profit that has painted 
dozens of indoor and outdoor murals in -
side and outside buildings all over the 
greater Montreal region. 

Among its projects was a tribute com-
pleted last year to acclaimed Westmount 
photographer Gabor Szilasi on Mackay St. 
in downtown Montreal (see October 15, 
2024, p. 17 and October 22, 2024, p. SL-2). 

Participatory art 

“We do murals not only to add beauty 
and colour, but also to have people do the 
mural with us,” explained Stéphanie 
Morin, an MU visual artist and art educator 
who was on hand along with her colleague 

Julien Sicre for the unveiling. 
According to Centre Greene executive-

director Heather Hodges, students from 
Roslyn and Westmount Park elementary 
schools took part in a brainstorming 
session to see how they would best des -
cribe the way they feel when they’re at the 
centre. 

“What we heard from them was ‘I feel 
loved, I feel safe, I feel happy,’” said Hodges. 
“They mentioned some of their favourite 
games, what they like to do when they’re 
here,” added Yvette Salinas, director pro-
grams at the centre. 

Hodges maintained that art can be used 
to promote inclusivity. 

“We’ve done a lot of different types of 
art programming over the last few years,” 
she said. “Especially to promote different 
inclusive efforts which make a statement 
that art can be used as a tool in the com-
munity to bring people together.” 

The most important message they 

heard from the stu-
dents was that you can’t 
divorce art from feeling 
– although personal 
safety came a close sec-
ond. 

“To hear that, even 
at the youngest ages, 
they can say that when 
they’re here it’s a place 
of safety, that’s really 
rewarding and lets us 
know we really are 
making a difference,” 
said Hodges. 
▶Children from Centre 
Greene’s after-school pro-
gram are seen here with 
MU program animators 
Stéphanie Morin and 
Julien Sicre during the 
unveiling of a new mural 
in the Greene Ave. centre’s 
administrative area.
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Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Westmount, NDG residents receive Coronation medals 

Anna Gainey, who represents NDG-
Westmount as a member of the federal Lib-
eral Party, hosted the King Charles III Cor-
onation medal ceremony at the Royal Mon-
treal Regiment armory on March 20 – 
almost the first day of spring. The medal 
was created to mark King Charles III’s 
 coronation and to recognize 30,000 Cana-
dians who have made a lasting impact on 
their communities, provinces or the country. 

Gainey officially presented the hand-
some beribboned medals to residents of 
Westmount and NDG. 

Recipients were Alix Adrien, Clarence 
Bayne, Stephen Bronfman (unable to 
attend), Tim Fleiszer, Alana Geller, 
 Jonathan Goldbloom, Westmount em -
ployee Mai Jay, Janet Mary King (1941-
2024), Alan Klinkhoff, Peter Kruyt, Tasha 
Lackman, Westmount-St. Louis provincial 
legislator Jennifer Maccarone, Westmount 
employee Andrew Maislin, Beny Masella, 
Désirée McGraw, Johanna Miller, Simeon 
Pompey, Sam Roberts, Avice Roberts 
Joseph,  Sharyn Scott, Westmount mayor 
Christina Smith, Mary Stark, Mutsumi 
Takahashi, Atwater Library director Lynn 
Verge, Claire Webster and doctors David 
Fleiszer, Denis Leduc, Nii Quao, Victoria 
Talwar and Kevin Petrecca. 

Guests then enjoyed a celebratory re -
ception. Families carrying bouquets posed 
for regal selfies, capturing the proud 
moment. 

Wandering home on the unseasonally 
warm evening, I noted a determined patch 
of crocuses. I trust their indomitable spirit 
will conquer the snow’s reluctance to leave.

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave
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open and train schedules won’t be inter-
rupted. 

A list of the renovations to be done 
includes demolition of the platform, clear-
ing of debris, pouring of new concrete, re-
construction of the platform and installa-
tion of urban furniture as well as visual 
information signage and tiles. 

On March 25 when a journalist from 
the Independent was at the site, two Exo 
employees were handing out information 
leaflets on the project from the bottom of 

staircases leading to the north platform. 
According to the schedule, some prep-

aration such as putting up fences and in -
stalling equipment may be taking place 
earlier. 

The work schedule runs from 7 am to 5 
pm Monday to Friday, with workers arriv-
ing as early as 6:30 am, although they won’t 
start until 7 am in accordance with city of 
Montreal regulations. 

The transit agency is giving assurances 
that everything is being done to minimize 
disturbances and any possible impact on 
the neighborhood. “However, such reno-
vation work typically generates noise, slight 
vibrations and dust,” says Exo. 

As such, they say that noise, vibration 
and dust sensors will be installed at various 
locations around the site, and that the con-
tractor carrying out the work “must respect 
the limits set by applicable city regulation.” 

An increase in truck traffic is also ex -
pect ed in Westmount as access to the site 
will be through an entrance on St. Cather-
ine St. near the entry point for a parking 
lot south of 5000 de Maisonneuve Blvd. 
This location is on the NDG-Westmount 
border, close to dwellings on de Maison-
neuve, York St., St. Catherine St. and 
Prince Albert.

Exo: Vendôme, cont’d from p. 1
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

The story of 376 Metcalfe began long before the city’s issuance of a June 21, 2022 work permit. This 
photo is from October 18, 2020. Photos: Independent.

cost of $20,998. 
Concerning another outstanding work 

site, it was at the council meeting February 
3 that the city had allocated another 
$10,000 toward the ongoing rental of pro-

tective fencing involving a longstanding 
legal case against the owner of another 
high-profile site. 

This is at 4030 Dorchester at the west-
ern outlet of Weredale Park road (see story 
April 2, 2024).

376 Metcalfe cont’d from p. 1

376 Metcalfe on March 28.

Last week Fall 2020



Young Chai 

Such a handsome Doberman puppy, 
young Chai is sweet and bright as can be. 

He is presently at the Montreal SPCA 
kennel, ready for visits and a ride to his 
new home with a family of his own. He is 
very healthy at one year of age, up to date 
with his inoculations, neutered and micro-
chipped. 

If you would like to find out more about 
him, please do not hesitate to refer to the 
Montreal SPCA website at www.spca.com, 

then go to his information 
page from his identification 
number, 200025535, and 
plan your visit to meet with 
the staff and Chai. 

The shelter is open every 
day, from Monday to Friday 
at 3 pm to 8 pm, then Sat-
urday and Sunday from 11 
am to 6 pm. The SPCA is 
located at 5215 Jean Talon 
St. West, Côte des Neiges, 
Montreal H4P 1X4. 

Chai is a wonderful 
young Doberman, ready for 
the joys of family life and 
our neighbourhood’s dog-
centric activities. Please 
plan to visit him soon to dis-
cuss adoption. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne
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LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Housekeeping/Housesitting 

Regular Residential Cleaning Services and House Sitting for 
travelers, damage insurance $2,000,000, some availability, pro-
fessional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673.

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Mine Mine could be yours, yours 

A young grey-and-black tabbie with 
great expressions and lots of affectionate 
ways, Mine Mine is a great little fellow. 

He is presently at the Montreal SPCA 
cattery, waiting for a loving family to take 
him home. He is very healthy, up to date 
with his inoculations, neutered and micro-
chipped. 

If you would like to find out more about 
him, please refer to the Montreal SPCA 
website at www.spca.com, scroll to his 
information page from his identification 
number, 2000250289, and refer to the 
schedule of the week at the cattery as it is 
open every day, Monday to Friday from 3 

pm to 8 pm, then Saturday and Sunday 
from 11 am to 6 pm. 

The SPCA is located at 5215 Jean Talon 
St. West, Côte des Neiges, Montreal H4P 
1X4. On arrival, you will then be met by 
adoption coordinators for further informa-
tion on adoption and your interest, then 
visiting Mine Mine as well. 

Please bring your carrier and, if you 
need one, you can visit the onsite boutique 
for accessories, foods and toys as there is 
quite a variety to meet your needs. 

Mine Mine is a very playful and sweet 
young cat, he is ready to come home with 
you. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 

Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally



Canada Post honours late PM Mulroney with stamp 

The Montreal Museum of Fine Arts 
hosted the unveiling of Canada Post’s new 
stamp created in recognition of Canada’s 
18th prime minister, former Westmounter 
Brian Mulroney (1939-2024). The stamp 
issue continues Canada Post’s long-stand-
ing tradition of honouring the accomplish-
ments of former Canadian prime min-
isters. The elegant reception was attended 
by Mila Mulroney and her children Ben, 
Mark, Nicolas and Caroline, minister of 
Francophone Affairs of Ontario. 

The family chose the image for the 
stamp, which is also the photo of the cover 
of his memoir. Also in attendance were 
Canada Post’s Doug Ettinger, CEO, and 
André Hudon, board chair.
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Doug Ettinger, Ben Mulroney, Mila Mulroney, and Mark Mulroney, Caroline Mulroney, Nicolas Mulroney and André Hudon.

Classified in the INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 

websites when you can list (and sell) locally? Buy a classified in the 
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally

Convenient, caring, 
personalized attention 

At Uniprix Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji, we pride ourselves on delivering 
exceptional customer service, quick and efficient prescription 
filling, and personalized wellness consultations to meet your 

unique health needs. 
As a local compounding pharmacy, we go beyond the ordinary to 

create custom medications tailored just for you and your loved ones. 

Visit us today and experience the difference 
of personalized care, right here in Westmount.

5025 Sherbrooke (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 Fax: 514-484-2205 
street-level entrance – free parking in the back of medical building 

pharmacymontreal@gmail.com www.montrealpharmacy.com

PHARMACIE 
PHARMACY

Simply… 
“Efficient” 

Au plaisir!

Marie-José 
Aubin 

Courtier immobilier résidentiel 

514-296-8288

514-934-1818

Heart of Westmount
Nice sunny condo in a small 
and well-managed building. 

2 beds, 2 baths, large balcony, 
secure indoor parking. 

$580,000. 
4410 St. Catherine W. 

(at Kensington)

Open House: 
Sunday, April 6, 2-4 pm



YES mines for ‘gold’ at Western casino gala 

The YES Gold Rush Gala was an inno-
vative approach to fundraising. Emceed by 
retired broadcaster Terry DiMonte – 
renowned for his longtime role as host of 
CHOM 97.7’s morning show – the fun 
casino games were a great success. 

The gala’s organizing committee chair -
ed by Bonnie Robinson included Josef 
Azam, Jen DeTracey, Diane Hillier, Ste-
phanie Murdoch, Lina Racaniello, and 
Geoff Wagner. 

Guests danced the night away to live 
bluegrass music while indulging in West-
ern-inspired cuisine. Lively casino games 
like poker, blackjack and roulette attracted 
eager players. 

The evening also featured a dynamic 
50/50 raffle, classic Western games like 
saddlebag toss and horseshoe pitching, 
and – my favourite – line-dancing lessons. 

The gala celebrated this year’s recipient 
of the Iris Unger Award, Karin Hazé, 
whose start-up non-profit, 75 Shots, em -
powers LGBTQ+ artists 
from countries where 
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Marina Boulos-Winton, Samantha Bateman, Giovanna Buscemi, Lina Aristeo, Pino Di Ioia, Émilie Nketiah, Bonnie Robinson, Josef Azam, Nogol 
Madani, Larry Markowitz and Nathon Kong.continued on p. 22
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homosexuality remains criminalized. 
Through training, tools, and a safe plat-

form for digital media and art, 75 Shots 
amplifies these artists’ voices, reflecting 
dedication, passion, and a commitment to 
positive community impact. 

Bonnie Robinson, president YES, greet -
ed guests along with-then-acting executive 
director Marina Boulos-Winton, now 
executive director, and other YES board 
members, including past president Sam-
antha Bateman (Integria Consulting), vice-
president Josef Azam (Design Shopp), 
treasurer Anne-Marie Henson (BDO), sec-
retary Larry Markowitz (NATIONAL Public 
Relations), Giovanna Buscemi (Clareo 
Institute), Pino Di Ioia (BeaverTails), Lina 
Aristeo (Plūme Inc.), Émilie Nketiah 
(Transdev), Nogol Madani (Glee Factor), 
Nathon Kong (La Maison Nathon Kong, 
Westmount), Elisabeth Laett (The Holt 
XChange), and Tarek Riman (The Riman 
Agency). 

Also spotted in the crowd were Victor 
Punal Quero, Carl Boutet, Kate Shingler, 
Frank Vela, Stephanie Lipstein, Nicole Pig-
got, Robert Presser, Barnard Marin, Kim 
and Ken Darlington, Christina Woronchak, 
Tahra De Lallo, Willem Westenberg, Bea-
triz Maranho, Tommy Petrogiannis, 
Carina Groombridge, Stephanie Woo, 
Kevin O’Farrell, Mira Faizawati, Steve Sha-
nahan, Shirin Shakour, Marie Bourbon-
nière, Michel D. Théroux, Armand Abitbol, 
James Hughes, a co-founder of YES and 
now CEO Old Brewery Mission, as well as 
Aki Tchitacov and Iris Unger, past execu-
tive directors of YES. 

The evening welcomed additional not -

able guests, including cybersecurity entre-
preneur Chad Loeven, Jason MacCallum 
(MacCallum & MacCallum) and his wife 
Antoinette von Hahn, Suzanne and Tim 
Tokarsky, Tina Serrao (Beaver Tails), 
Andrew Abdalla (MNP) and financial 
advisor Lin Sok. 

The event was a great success, thanks 
in part to the generous support of spon-
sors, including “straight flush” sponsor 
Broccolini; “four of a kind” sponsors 
Beaver Tails, Integria, Plūme Inc., Tidan, 
MNP, and Anjali Devi Consultants; “full 
house” sponsors Angelcare, Poulet Rouge, 
and MacCallujm & MacCallum Raymond 
James, and “flush” sponsors Centreville 
Volkswagen and Équipe Shakour. 

Special thanks to Colleen and Mirko 
Wicha for their generous donation to the 
event. 

Founded in 1995 to address the exodus 
of young English speakers from Quebec, 
YES Employment + Entrepreneurship 
plays a vital role in fostering growth and 
opportunity, helping over 3,000 job seek -
ers, entrepreneurs and artists to find 
employment, start businesses and develop 
their careers each year. 

Please send information on your spring 
event to veronica@redgravepr.com  for 

the spring calendar.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 21
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Marina Boulos-Winton and Terry Di Monte.

Canadians take care of each other. 
 
Call for an Estimation

Dont wait to get your estimation for maintaining 
your gas-fired pool heater or heat pump and keep 
it working efficiently for many years to come.

CHAUFFAGE DIRECT INC. 
DIRECT HEATING INC.

514-990-1346
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

Golden Square Mile
1545 DOCTEUR-PENFIELD AV., APT. PH3

Westmount
521 LANSDOWNE AV.

$2,850,000

$3,950,000

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

PENTHOUSE + LARGE DECK + CITY VIEWS

CONTEMPORARY GEM WITH POOL

NEW

NEW

4 3 + 1 2

114 4
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RESOLUTELY

#1 Luxury Real Estate*

Profusion Immobilier Inc.  •  Real Estate Agency*Quebec’s Premier Luxury Independent Boutique Agency profusion.global


