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New costs: $17,246 

Cost of southeast design contract 
raised by council to $161,000 
By Laureen Sweeney 

City council approved an additional 
amount for design costs related to the city’s 
contract with Lemay consultants for the 
proposed re-development of the city’s 
southeast sector. 

This plan focusses on an irregular area 
extending from Dorchester north to Sher-
brooke that includes the city-owned Tup -

per parking lots and the commercial area 
on Greene. It has been the subject of two 
public consultation meetings in the last 
year starting June 12 (see story June 11, 
2024, p. 7). 

As a result, city council at a special 
meeting April 22 adopted a resolution for 
an additional amount totalling some 
$17,246 for the design 
contract awarded in Jan - continued on p. 3

Telemaque talks kindness, bullying at 
Westmount Park School 

Students at Westmount Park School got some lessons in anti-bullying and the importance of pro-
moting kindness and inclusivity in March when speaker Svens Telemaque dropped by. Recognized 
for his impactful work in youth development and prison reform, Telemaque serves as a cultural 
advisor to the Parole Board of Canada. He led the students in a workshop held in conjunction with 
Violence and Bullying Prevention Week, promoted by the Quebec ministry of Education. 

Photo: Martin C. Barry.

Buth retires from Manoir Westmount 

From left, Simona Buth, outgoing leisure department supervisor at the Manoir Westmount seniors’ 
residence, talks to her successor, Olena Vovk. See p. 7 for story. Photo: Laureen Sweeney.
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TIMELESS CHARM & ENDLESS POTENTIAL

Westmount | 208 Ch. de la Côte-St-Antoine | $1,595,000 Westmount | 285 Av. Clarke, apt. 101 | $1,150,000

NEW PRICE

BRIGHT & SPACIOUS CONDO IN LUXURY BLDG

Old Montréal 
34 Rue St-Paul O., apt. 44 | $3,850/mo 

Quartier des Spectacles | 350 Boul. De 
Maisonneuve O., apt. 2005 | $699,000 

Westmount 
62 Av. Columbia | $4,500/mo 

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce 
3480 Av. Prud'homme | $2,100/mo

UNIQUE 2-BED PENTHOUSE 

STYLISH 2-BED CONDO CHARMING LOWER DUPLEX 

Golden Square Mile | 1321 Rue Sherbrooke 
O., apt. D-111 | $799,000 

SPACIOUS 2-BED IN LE CHÂTEAU 

Westmount | 2 Rue Westmount-Square, 
apt. PH-C | $12,000/mo 

STUNNING 2-STOREY PENTHOUSE SPECTACULAR 3-BED, 2-BATH UNIT 

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce | 2237 Av. Madison, 
apt. 305 | $499,900 

LARGE 3-BED CONDO 

Ville-Marie | 555 Boul. René-Lévesque E., 
apt. 405 | $388,000 

COZY MODERN CONDO 

FEATURED NEW PRICE

NEW RENTAL NEW RENTAL NEW RENTAL

NEW PRICEFEATURED

FEATURED

NEW LISTING



Mattress fire breaks out in Stanton St. apartment 

Public Security warns residents after cell phone battery starts fire 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A resident’s cell phone left on a bed 
ignited the mattress causing a fire May 1 
in the apartment building at 30 Stanton 
St., Public Security officials said. The build-
ing is directly across the street from the 
city’s Protective Services building that 
houses Westmount Public Security, Mon-

treal police Station 12 and the Montreal fire 
department Station 76. 

The fire, which broke out on the third 
storey, was extinguished by the fire depart-
ment without any injuries to residents, 
who were found in the lobby and outside 
when firefighters did their work. They 

were allowed back in at about 1:20 am. 
“Fortunately, the fire was caught at an 

early point and no injuries were reported,” 
said Public Security assistant director Kim-
berley Colquhoun. But it resulted in a 
warn ing from her regarding rising inci-
dents of lithium-ion battery fires. 

Other recent incidents involving lith -
ium-ion batteries included a Montreal area 
woman’s car being destroyed in January 
after a leaf blower with such a battery 
caught fire in the trunk. Others have in -
volved batteries in e-bikes, e-scooters, tab-
lets and power tools. 

Fire prevention recommendations in -
clude using the correct lithium battery 
charger for a device, such as the one that 
comes with it, replacing ageing batteries, 
and avoid buying uncertified batteries 
online. Devices should only be charged 
when someone is awake and they are left 
on a hard surface, not beds or couches, and 
only for as long as it takes.
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SUTTON, 742 PERKINS 
Experience living at its finest with 
this spectacular equestrian property. 
This property offers the ultimate 
lifestyle on over 100 acres. 
MLS 12874870 $2,095,000

New Price

Bunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bunnyeberke@gmai l .com

514.347.1928
REMAX ACTION -  REAL ESTATE AGENCY

Looking south on Stanton St. as firefighters work just outside their station. 
Photo courtesy of Westmount Public Security. 

uary 2024 for some $143,719 thereby bring-
ing its total cost to $160,965. 

Proposed by Councillor Conrad Peart, 
whose commissionership includes urban 
planning, the addition was cited as “in 
order to revise the visuals of the project.” 

Original designs for a similar but much 
smaller zoning project dating back to public 
consultations in 2013 had been submitted 
in what was to become known as the “the 
AGIL report” (see story “Make it ‘green,’ 
safe & low-rise,” January 26, 2016, p. 6). 

The matter had remained dormant until 
a Special Planning Program (SPP) was sub-
mitted last year. This an urban planning 
tool for an area that is facing, or will be 
facing, significant changes.

Southeast Design, cont’d from p. 1
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Address condition 
of Claremont now 

I have been living on Claremont for over 
27 years and paying taxes during that 
period – 27 years of poor road condition, 
seasonal re-appearances of the former 
tramway tracks, huge potholes, deficient 
and ugly lamp posts and numerous bumps 
throughout. 

I attended some of the consultation 
meetings held by the city and looked at the 
plans. 

The only issue, as I take it, that did not 
achieve “social acceptance” was the pres-
ence of the bicycle path (or paths) and its 
impact on parking spaces. Not the rest, and 
certainly not the reconstruction of the 
street proper. In the plans presented by the 
city, there was not a single option that did 
not present a bicycle path (one even had 
two paths on each side!). 

So now, as a result, the solution is to 
cancel everything? 

Residents on Claremont need a new 
street and new sidewalks now, not patches 
and repairs again, please! Take the plan 
that was approved and remove the path! 

As for the increased costs (in particular 
of the concrete), it is mind boggling that 
the city started this long process without 
any idea of the costs. Other streets have 
been entirely re-done (Grosvenor, Lexing-
ton, Devon, etc.) that were in better state 
before than Claremont. Use asphalt then, 
as for those streets, but the structure of the 
street (which has exceeded its life span) 
must be properly re-done and the proposed 
wider sidewalks need to be kept. To some 
extent, with decades of neglecting the 
street, the city will need to bite the bullet 
albeit with some reduction of the amount 
of concrete. Not re-doing the street is not 
an option and it will be expensive. 

For 27 years, I have been waiting to live 
on a nice street – not the same, please; give 
us wider sidewalks, trees and flowers, new 
lampposts! 

This cancellation makes me feel as 
though we are and have long been the poor 
orphans of the city. 

Sylvie Bouvette, Claremont Ave. 
Editor’s note: It is not always clear what (lay 
and expert, city and non-city) people mean 
by certain words (“re-do,” “re-pave,” “re -
pair” et cetera, but the mayor did say after 
the Claremont project’s cancellation: “We 
are also beginning a street assessment [of 
Claremont] to repair the concrete base, 
paving, and sidewalks. This plan would 
therefore leave the road in its current con-
figuration. This will allow us to address 
the condition of the road surface, and we 
can then proceed with repairs to other 
roads in the city…. alternative ways [to the 
proposed project] are being taken to 
address the condition of the street” (see 
April 15, p. 11). – DP 

Parking incident leads to 
governance questions 

After more than 25 years of living and 
investing in Westmount, including our 
family home and other properties, I feel I 
need to speak up about a concerning ex -
perience with Westmount Public Security 
and the way city hall responded. 

On a recent evening, while I stepped out 
of our car to run an errand at Alexis Nihon, 
my wife remained in our parked vehicle on 
St. Catherine St. She was paying for park-
ing via the Passport app when a Public 
Security vehicle pulled up behind her. 

To signal her presence, she stepped out 
of the car. The driver made eye contact but 
refused to engage, while his partner began 
issuing a ticket. Being ignored, she knock -

ed on the window to get the other officer’s 
attention. The driver finally lowered it, only 
to snap, “Don’t touch my car,” before dis-
missing her with, “You’re getting a ticket,” 
despite my wife showing her phone as 
proof. 

After she returned to the car, the officer 
placed the ticket on our windshield. When 
my wife stepped out to collect it and noted 
the ticket’s unfairness, the officer curtly 
replied, “Pay your ticket.” 

Admittedly upset, she used explicit lan-
guage – something we don’t excuse, but 
understandable given the officer’s behav-
iour and the circumstances, prompting 
him to call for “back-up.” 

Within minutes, four additional Public 
Security vehicles arrived – two driving 
against traffic on St. Catherine with emerg-
ency lights flashing (we have video evi-
dence) – all for a minor parking dispute 
involving a woman posing no threat. If 
officers felt unsafe, protocol requires con-
tacting the police, not escalating with an 
excessive show of force. 

Seeking accountability, we contacted 
Kathleen Kez, commissioner of public 
security, who claimed she lacked oper-
ational authority. The city’s general man-
ager [director general], who oversees Public 
Security, dismissed our concerns, declar-
ing the matter “closed.” The mayor, respon-
sible for appointing the general manager, 
similarly brushed us aside. 

From the onset, we also requested the 
incident report, filed that night, but the 
city’s legal department withheld it for two 
weeks. When finally provided, the report 
was one-sided and contained inaccuracies. 

While the court dismissed the ticket 
based on evidence my wife had from the 
beginning, this isn’t merely about a park-
ing fine. It’s about accountability, the 
appropriate use of public resources, and 
the responsibility of leadership. 

Westmount residents deserve a Public 
Security department that protects rather 
than in timi dates, and officials who address 
legitimate concerns instead of dismissing 
them. 

Vincent Brie, Sherbrooke St. 

Help solve mystery of 
the Maisonneuve-Metcalfe 
truck, spray 

On April 30 at around 10:15 pm, I was 
walking through the park and along de 
Maisonneuve going east. 

When I got to Melville, I saw about a 
block away a truck (or perhaps a tractor) 
with a large headlight on its roof. The light 
was very bright like a high beam. 

As it approached, I heard and saw a 
spray with a plume of over six feet. I believe 

it was on my right side only (the south) as 
I crossed to the left side (the north) to avoid 
it and, once there, I did not hear; see or feel 
a spray. The smell was very strong. The 
first vehicle was followed by a truck. 

My concern is that it was spraying some 
kind of chemical. 

I did not get a photo of the vehicle. I was 
blinded by the light and the contrast to 
darkness made it impossible to see any 
markings on the truck, plus I was scurry-
ing away from it and by the time I turned 
at the corner of Metcalfe, the truck was at 
the corner of Melville and it was too far for 
me to see anything clearly. 

I called Public Works and they told me 
that no city trucks were out that night. I 
called Public Security and they said I 
should have called them at the time and 
they would have sent someone to investi-
gate. 

So my question to your readers is: Does 
anyone know what that vehicle was spray-
ing? 

I just would like to know that it was not 
anything dangerous as I was breathing it 
in for about a minute. Thanks. 

Wendy Woo, Metcalfe Ave. 

New mayor, some new 
councillors needed 

The recent cancellation of the proposed 
re-structuring of Claremont/Lorraine 
(April 15, p. 1) underlines how desperately 
we need a new style of leadership for West-
mount. This cancellation had nothing to 
do with the so-called “social acceptability” 
of the project. 

The repeated complaints about the 
insanity of an uphill bike path [on Clare-
mont] and a serious loss of parking were 
repeatedly ignored. It was only the harsh 
reality of a huge financial estimate that led 
to an emergency council meeting and the 
abrupt cancellation of the project. Nor is it 
clear, as the mayor stated, why the council 
“was not aware of certain financial aspects 
of the consultants’ estimates.…” 

Just as with the insane restructuring of 
Lexington, residents’ complaints and sug-
gestions were ignored and this project was 
due to go forward had the council not 
needed to undertake a huge loan just before 
the Claremont project was due to start. 

We are certainly in need of a new mayor 
and several new councillors – particularly 
a replacement for the councillor respon-
sible for Westmount Park. Reviewing the 
three letters I wrote to the Independent in 
2021 concerning deficiencies in the park 
(paths, the gazebo and its surrounding 
stonework, etc.), only a few repairs to the 
dog run have been 
addressed. The fancy 
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new playground went forward with no 
public consultation and, while nice, ignor -
ed more clearly needed repairs that recog-
nize the fact that the city has an aging 
population – easily prone to dangerous 
falls from inadequate paving. The ludi-
crous proposed changes to the park, 
heavily promoted in 2021, was finally drop -
ped – with no replacement repairs. 

Now we are also facing the [possible] re-
introduction of the inordinate expense of 
an indoor swimming pool! 

This council is devoted to the hiring of 

expensive “consultants” (see the Lexington 
and Claremont projects). As the salaries of 
the mayor and councillors rose, their actual 
hands-on work declined – even to, in one 
case, a councillor who rarely replies to 
emails. We most definitely need not only 
a new mayor and several new councillors 
but a new style of leadership. 

Jo LaPierre, Metcalfe Ave. 
*Editor’s note: For clarity, there will be a 
new mayor (or no mayor) whatever hap -
pens, since the current one is not running 
in the November municipal election. – DP.
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Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING 
WESTMOUNTERS WITH 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

AND WORKMANSHIP

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

Help save Centennial School 
Centennial Academy, a high school that 

supports neurodivergent students and those 
with learning di culties for over 50 years, 

is now at risk of closing. 
Featuring Rufus & Martha Wainwright, Patrick 
Watson, Sarahmée, and Emmanuel Bilodeau, 

a bene t concert is taking place to secure 
a future for Centennial Academy students. 

Friday, May 23, 7 pm 
Théâtre Le Rialto @ 5723 Park Ave. 

Partial tax receipt available with ticket purchase – 
From 5:30 pm: cocktail for VIP ticket holders 

($250) with hors d’œuvres and the 
chance to meet the artists. 

Buy your tickets ($75 to $250) now: 
centennial.qc.ca/bene t-concert/

Vovk to take over Manoir Westmount leisure department 

Working with seniors shaped 
25-year career of Simona Buth 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A key period was marked at the end of 
April for residents at Manoir Westmount 
when Simona Buth retired after 25 years 
working at the seniors’ residence planning, 
organizing and managing a range of in -
formative and entertaining daily programs 
in conjunction with the community. 

“It’s become an extended family,” she 
said. 

At the same time, her successor was 
introduced, who will take on the activity-
filled role as leisure department supervisor. 

She is Olena Vovk, who speaks five lan-
guages, holds a diploma in hotel adminis-
tration and is an instructor in fitness and 
dance. 

“From an early age, I knew my career 
would revolve around helping others,” 
Buth recalls, “but I could never have im -
agined how fulfilling and rewarding the 
journey would be.” 

She told the Independent that “a pivotal 
moment” had come years ago during an 
internship with the Sun Youth Organiza-

tion, “where I had the privilege of setting 
up their first activity centre for seniors. The 
appreciation and love I received from the 
seniors in the community shaped my path 
and inspired my educational choices.” 

Her 25 years at the Manoir led to “the 
culmination” of what became a 40-year 
career in total when hired by then manager 
Tom Thompson – “a role that I whole heart -
edly believe to be the pinnacle of my pro-
fession.” 

Diverse experiences 

Over the years, Buth attended profes-
sional conferences across Canada and the 
United States, meeting “countless dedi-
cated individuals who work with seniors 
and listening to their diverse experiences.” 

The Manoir “stands apart,” she said, as 
“a place where creativity, kindness and con-
nection flourish every day.” 

What now for Buth? More time with 
family and another chapter of her life, she 
said. 

See photo on p. 1.

Letters to the Editor

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca



Art Westmount includes Mouton Noir café 

1,114 visit, chat with, view work of 30 local artists 

By Laureen Sweeney 

Despite on-and-off rain over the week-
end April 26-27, some 1,114 visitors were 
recorded visiting Art Westmount at Vic-
toria Hall where the work of 30 artists was 
exhibited at an annual event where their 
paintings, artifacts and other handmade 
items were on display. 

“Despite the snow and rain, we were 
thrilled to see so many venture out to meet 
our amazing local artists,” said Donna 
Lach, assistant director, library and com-
munity events. 

“While not a record attendance (which 
was 1,800 people in 2023 when we had 
beautiful weather both days), we were very 

happy with our final statistics.” 
It was the first time since the start of 

COVID, however, that a pop-up sit-down 
café from Mouton Noir was provided in the 
vestibule outside the main concert hall. 

An interactive activity in the Gallery was 
attended by more than 60 attendees using 
recycled materials and their imagination 
to create a doll-house-sized room box that 
they could take home with them. 

The event is held as “a platform for art-
ists in the Westmount community to 
showcase their work without any commis-
sion fees.” 

Among them are those who are emerg-
ing, semi-professional or established as art-
ists (see story April 22, p. 5).
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Les 
Entreprises 

PEDMAR 
9454-3733 QUEBEC INC. 

French Drains, Foundation Repair, 
Water Infiltration Issues & Cement Repair 

438 930-5833 
marcopedicelli.mp@gmail.com 

Over 35 Years Experience 
1988

30 local artists displayed their work at Victoria Hall.Westmount painter Homeira Mortazavi, centre, discusses her work with resident Nancy Maklan, 
left, and Donna Lach, assistant director library and community events.
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Emma Flash Sale – Up to 80% off 
A highly awaited moment! 

Come shop the spring/summer collections from our curated brands. 
From May 14th to 16th – 12-6pm everyday – second floor
1350 Greene Ave. @emma_boutique

Police Report 

Forensics experts called in to 
identify break-in suspect 
by Martin C. Barry 

Investigators at the Montreal police 
department’s Station 12 on Stanton St. 
have called in forensics experts to help 
identify a suspect believed to be respon-
sible for a series of burglaries and attempt -
ed break-ins at homes in Westmount in 
recent weeks. 

Reports were filed recently at Station 12 
regarding incidents on April 19 at homes 
on Roslyn, Grosvenor, Lansdowne, Victoria 
and Belmont avenues. 

In addition to addresses on the five 
above streets, a Station 12 spokesperson 
said there were “probably more” house-
holds that were burglarized without their 
being aware of it. 

Since first being reported in the Inde-
pendent’s last issue, “more people have 
been calling in” to report suspected inci-
dents at their homes after checking secur-
ity camera images in which a suspect is 
visible, said Station 12 community rela-
tions officer Cst. Mike Yigit. 

“We’ve been getting a lot more calls,” he 
said. “We’re still working on some leads. 

Hopefully we’ll have good news by next 
week.” 

He said forensics specialists from the 
Montreal police’s crime scene investigation 
unit have been called in to check for fin-
gerprints and other potential markers 
possibly left behind by the suspect, who is 
seen in security camera videos making 
contact with surfaces and objects. 

Ooops … forgotten parking place 

Last week was otherwise relatively quiet 
with regards to complaints filed with the 
police. The lone incident involved a tem-
porarily missing vehicle. 

On April 30, the owner of a red Toyota 
Camry that had been parked on Prince Albert 
Ave. near the corner of Côte St. Antoine Rd. 
reported to Station 12 that he believed it had 
been stolen as it was missing. 

However, the vehicle was located a short 
time after, according to Cst. Yigit. 

“As the officers who had written up the 
report were out patrolling, they found the 
vehicle,” he said, adding that the owner 
appears simply to have forgotten that he 
had parked it a few streets away.
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Convenient, caring, 
personalized attention 

At Uniprix Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji, we pride ourselves on delivering 
exceptional customer service, quick and efficient prescription 
filling, and personalized wellness consultations to meet your 

unique health needs. 
As a local compounding pharmacy, we go beyond the ordinary to 

create custom medications tailored just for you and your loved ones. 

Visit us today and experience the difference 
of personalized care, right here in Westmount.

5025 Sherbrooke (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 Fax: 514-484-2205 
street-level entrance – free parking in the back of medical building 

pharmacymontreal@gmail.com www.montrealpharmacy.com

PHARMACIE 
PHARMACY

AWAN BUSINESS CONSULTANT INC. 
Chartered Professional Accountant (CPA) 

(Proudly serving our community over more than 20 years) 

Professional Accounting, Tax & Business Advisory Services 

$ INCOME TAX RETURN $ 
Federal T1 & provincial TP1 (personal) 
• Personal & corporate income tax returns 

• Consultation on corporate structure 
• Real estate statements preparation 

• Tenants’ Relevé 31 preparation 
• Financial statements & Bookkeeping 

• GST, QST, & Payroll reports 

514 227-8765 
6900 boulevard Decarie (Decarie Square), Suite 225B, H3X 2T8 
email: awan.irshad@sympatico.ca

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com
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Guest column 

Municipal office: Why run? Who can? 
By Marina Brzeski 

Westmount has the reputation of being 
one of the most coveted cities in Canada 
to live in, yet its lower-than-average public 
engagement in municipal affairs risks 
stunting potential improvements. Echoing 
the sentiments of fellow residents, I share 
this opinion piece underlining the value of 
the municipal election campaign process 
and invite residents to consider a candi-
dacy for the next municipal council. 

The message is timely, as the MAMH 
(Affaires municipales et de l’Habitation) has 
begun offering information sessions for 
candidates, open to any member of the pub-
lic. The next virtual sessions take place May 
8 at noon, May 14 at 5 pm and May 29 at 2 
pm (info: metropole@mamh.gouv.qc.ca). 

Campaigns essential for a democracy 
During the election period, there are 30 

days during which candidates are allowed 
to campaign. Door-to-door solicitations are 
a way for candidates to collect input from 
residents and help them form their cam-
paign platforms. The benefits to consti-
tuents are the opportunity to have their 
voices heard and to hold elected officials 
to account with respect to their campaign 
promises and key messages. Granted, pub-
lic council meetings and public consulta-
tions are also among the tools to build con-
nections with constituents, but the cam-
paigning period offers immense added 
value. A stronger connection with consti-
tuents furthermore leads to cohesion, effi-
ciency and forward thinking. 

Acclamation, apathy stunt engagement 
In Westmount, we have a comparatively 

low voter turnout among Quebec munici-
palities: 28.2 percent relative to the average 
38.7 percent in the last municipal elections. 
Furthermore, acclamation is a regular 
occurrence. In the last elections, the mayor 
and councillors from districts 3 (east side 
of city, above Sherbrooke), 4 (west side of 
city, above Sherbrooke) and 6 (east side of 
city, below Sherbrooke) were all acclaimed. 
While this can be indicative of a vote of 
confidence, it robs residents living in these 
districts of the benefits of the election cam-
paign process. 

Westmount needs at least 18 candidates 
With eight councillors representing the 

eight districts and a mayor, in order to 
avoid acclamation, a minimum of 18 can-
didates is needed.  The “job offer” would 
read as follows: 

“Westmount is recruiting 18 candidates 
for the municipal election to be held 
November 2, 2025. Please apply with your 
list of endorsements from fellow residents 

by latest, October 3, 2025 4:30 pm at city 
hall.” 

Advantages, opportunities for candidates 
The question to ask is how does one 

entice residents to step forward? Let’s start 
with a list of advantages: 

First and foremost: Running for a coun-
cil position is a gateway towards making a 
positive difference in the day-to-day quality 
of life of members of one’s community, 
today and into the future. 

Many former council members’ stories 
of how they came to run, including my 
own, started with an idea on how to solve 
a problem faced by the community, which 
drew public support. 

The prospect of being an agent of posi-
tive change is extremely gratifying. 

Other practical advantages include the 
great latitude candidates have in building 
their own campaigns as independent can-
didates as opposed to being affiliated with 
a party’s ideologies and platforms. Unlike 
in provincial and federal politics as well as 
in some municipalities, there are no party 
affiliations in Westmount. Finally, ease of 
entry is among the other advantages. 

Whether a career change or comple-
menting a career without sacrificing one’s 
day-to-day job or studies, for those seeking 
councillor positions, or enriching your early 
retirement years with an unparalleled ex -
perience, public service is a wonderful 
vehicle for giving and thriving. The en gage -
ment process during the campaign period 
will furthermore help build a healthy and 
sustainable future for the city of West-
mount and we will all benefit from it. 
Marina Brzeski served as a Westmount city 

councillor in District 5 and was 
commissioner of sustainability and 

accessibility from 2017 to 2021.

Criteria of eligibility 
On election day, you are 18 years or older, a •
Canadian citizen and have not have lost your 
election rights. You need not be officially 
entered on the list of electors. 
And you must meet either of the following two •
conditions: 

Your principal or secondary residence on •
election day is in Westmount and your prin-
cipal residence has been in the province of 
Quebec for at least six months, or 
You have owned a building or occupied a •
business establishment located in West-
mount for at least 45 days. In the case of a 
jointly-owned building or business co-
ownership, you are mandated by your 
partners via a power of attorney. 

For candidates running for councillor, your 
residence does not need to be located in the same 
district that you choose to represent.



May 6, 2025 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 11



12 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – May 6, 2025

Canadians take care of each other. 
 
Call for an Estimation

Don’t wait to schedule a new appointment to 
maintain your gas-fired pool heater or heat pump 
working efficiently for many years to come. 

514-990-1346

Granovsky explores California’s Salton Sea 

Run, don’t walk, to Victoria Hall. The 
photo exhibition by artist Tamar Granovsky 
ends May 12. 

Her installation Siren Song (2015-2019) 
is “impressionistic images of California’s 
Salton Sea, a failed ‘Riviera.’” 

And what a fascinating installation it is. 
The first thing one notices is a subtle 
sound: lapping waters. Tamar taped the 
wind-blown “wavelets” of the lake, creating 
the perfect backdrop for the meditative 
images. Her documentation of the expir-
ing environment has a layered complexity. 

Look closely. And listen. 
Tamar’s work is “more about the people 

– or specifically their absence – than about 
the land.” Indeed, there are no people. 

Once a booming resort destination, 
land-locked, the inadvertently man-made 
shallow sea has such a high salinity that 
most creatures cannot survive. Due to con-
tamination from fertilizer run-offs, in the 
1980s fish and bird populations started to 
decline. Furthermore, evaporation exposed 
parts of the lakebed and winds spread toxic 
dust. 

Art 

Veronica Redgrave

Formerly a mixed-media sculptor, 
Tamar, one of Lens Culture’s Top 50 emerg-
ing artists, has unerringly captured the 
sense of loss, the ephemerality. 

Understated, her elegiac photos are ach-
ingly beautiful; an ode to the tragic tale 
they tell. 

So that you can enjoy the ethereal views 
further, Tamar Granovsky has created 

Siren Song, a large book with photographs 
printed on thick stock, while the texts are 
printed on very thin paper, echoing the fra-
gility of the ghosts of Salton Sea. Tamra-
granovsky.com 

Victoria Hall Gallery. 
Open daily 10 a, to 9 pm. 
Weekends 10 am to 5 pm
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December transfers: High prices, strong volume 

Note: The following article relates to the 
registration of deeds of sale for Westmount 
property in December 2024. A list of sales can 
be found on p. 15. 

One of Westmount’s most majestic 
mansions, 9 Braeside Place, sold last Dec -
ember for $17,000,000, the most expensive 
residential property to sell in 2024 and one 
of three December sales to bring a price of 
more than $3 million. 

The huge mansion, built at the top of 
Braeside on 1,162 square meters of land 
with extensive retaining walls, a swimming 
pool and 600 square meters of house (ac -
cording to the city valuation roll), went on 
the market last summer for $23,900,000 
while evaluated for tax purposes at only 
$14,226,100. The purchase price narrowly 
cleared the $16,750,000 paid for 775 Lexing-
ton Ave. last March. As in 2024, only two 
houses cleared the $10-million mark in 
2023. 

The list of sales for December also 
included 482 Roslyn Ave., sold by an estate 
for $5,000,000 while evaluated at 

$6,053,800, and a large detached house at 
807 Lexington Ave. that changed hands for 
$3,400,000 while evaluated at $3,928,500. 

There were 16 closings in December, 
the same as in December 2023 but far 
higher than the 12.2-sales average for the 
previous 10 years. 

Highest mark-up over city valuation in 
December went for a large semi-detached 
house at 639 Grosvenor Ave., while the 
$1,600,000 paid for another semi-detached 
house at 403 Clarke shaved 38.3 percent 
off its tax value, by far the biggest mark-
down. 

All of the purchase prices were over $1.5 
million, the lowest for an attached house 
at 228 Prince Albert Ave. at $1,550,000. The 
average mark-up over valuation was just 
5.4 percent, less than the 7.3-percent aver-
age for the entire year. 

Lots of condo sales 

The market was busy as well for condo-
miniums, with five registered in Dec em -
ber to round out the fourth quarter, which 
had 14 sales compared to seven in the 
fourth quarter of 2023. 

In fact, the third quarter of 2024 re cord -
ed 18 condo sales, and the 32 in the second 
half of 2024 compared to only 13 in the first 

half-year, 15 in the second half of 2023 and 
19 in the first half of that year. The average 
mark-up over valuation in the fourth quart -
er was 5.0 percent, about the same as for 
the entire year (at 5.9 percent) and slightly 
lower than the 2024 average mark-up for 
one- and two-family dwellings, at 7.3 per-
cent. 

The only other entry on the December 
sales list involves two commercial con -
dominiums at the corner of St. Catherine 
St. and Wood Ave., part of the commercial 
floor of 1 Wood Ave. with entrances on 
St. Catherine St., which sold for a com-
bined mark-up over valuation of just 3.8 
percent.
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Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers
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9 Braeside, the most expensive house sold last year. All photos April 22.

639 Grosvenor Ave. 403 Clarke Ave.



Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in December 
Address                                                        Vendor                                                                                                                 Price                                2023 Val                    Ratio (±%) 
28 Arlington                                                  Robert Sibthorpe & Lesley Pahl                                                                   $2,275,000                             $1,798,200                            26.5% 
9 Braeside                                                     Marie-Claude Rochon                                                                                 $17,000,000                           $14,226,100                            19.5% 
403 Clarke                                                     Charles Jacobs                                                                                              $1,600,000                             $2,592,000                           -38.3% 
621 Côte St. Antoine                                     Domenico d’Alesio                                                                                       $2,350,000                             $2,206,100                              6.5% 
337 Grosvenor                                              Richard L.M. de Palmas & Nathalie Schramm                                           $2,195,000                             $1,971,900                            11.3% 
366 Grosvenor                                              Marjorie Verta Birch & Bhu Sari                                                                   $1,590,000                             $1,386,300                            14.7% 
639 Grosvenor                                              Michel Bissonnette                                                                                       $2,920,000                             $2,241,000                            30.3% 
471 Lansdowne                                             Lisa Stotland                                                                                                 $1,985,000                             $2,214,600                           -10.4% 
807 Lexington                                               Françoise Decarie                                                                                         $3,400,000                             $3,928,500                           -13.5% 
4339 Montrose                                             Ian Baillie-Taylor & Lynda Hoy-Taylor                                                          $2,171,000                             $1,857,900                            16.9% 
228 Prince Albert                                          Michelle Martel                                                                                             $1,550,000                             $1,494,300                              3.7% 
547 Prince Albert                                          Geneviève Garon & Alain Couture                                                               $1,750,000                             $1,783,500                             -1.9% 
482 Roslyn                                                     estate Louis Weider                                                                                      $5,000,000                             $6,053,800                           -17.4% 
4569 St. Catherine                                        9423-7930 Quebec Inc.                                                                                 $1,575,000                             $1,600,000                             -1.6% 
494 Victoria                                                   Bernard Couture                                                                                           $1,895,000                             $1,525,200                            24.2% 
433 Wood                                                      Julie Bernier & Luc St-Arnaud                                                                      $1,825,000                             $1,572,700                            16.0% 

CONDOMINIUMS 
4216 de Maisonneuve #101                         Elisabeth Holm                                                                                                $588,000                                $682,900                           -13.9% 
200 Lansdowne #803                                   Ghislaine Monnet Gosselin                                                                         $1,150,000                             $1,127,300                              2.0% 
215 Redfern #210                                         Dominique Rees                                                                                           $2,214,000                             $2,034,600                              8.8% 
4410 St. Catherine #6D                                estate Suzanne Gilmour                                                                                  $920,000                                $781,600                            17.7% 
4700 St. Catherine #711                               Robin Weiss                                                                                                  $1,000,000                             $1,127,100                           -11.3% 

OTHER 
4071-75 St. Catherine                                   10004316 Canada Inc.                                                                                  $1,485,000                            $1,430,300¹                               3.8% 

¹Valuation is a combination of $520,300 for the commercial premises at 4071 St. Catherine, $910,000 for 4075 St. Catherine.
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profusion.global© Profusion Immobilier Inc. Real Estate Agency. All rights reserved.

514.603.9870
tbaer@profusion.global

Real Estate Broker
TINA BAER

73 YEARS OF
SUCCESS

Scan for my listings 

MLS# 10990401 MLS# 25153615 MLS# 14090672

495 Elm, Westmount 1 Wood, Westmount 22 Rue Heath, Hampstead
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Single Family 
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Loving Mira 

Precious Mira is looking forward to a 
cuddle and a walkie with members of a 
new family, as she is presently at 
the Montreal SPCA kennel. She is 
intelligent and affectionate, ready 
for cozying up and fun games. 

Mira is a delightful shih tzu and 
Lhasa apso type who falls into a 
home routine very easily. She is a 
very healthy eight-year-old, up to 
date with her inoculations, spayed 
and microchipped. 

She is available for visits at the 
Montreal SPCA, which is open 
every day. To start, you can find out 
more about her by referring to the 
Montreal SPCA website at www.
spca.com and then finding her pro-
file page through her identification 
number, 46291658.  

You can then plan to meet adop-
tion coordinators during their 
open ing hours, which are Monday 
to Friday from 3 pm to 8 pm, and 
Saturday and Sunday from 11 am to 
6 pm. The shelter is located at 5215 

Jean Talon St. West, Côte des Neiges, Mon-
treal H4P 1X4.  

Please visit Mira. She is a precious com-
panion who would bond with all family 
members. 

Your neighbour, 
 Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

Sisters Stormy and Nina 

Bonded young sisters, Stormy is the 
little silver-grey shaded tabby, and Nina is 
the pearl-white princess wearing a bonnet 
and cape. 

They are both at the Montreal SPCA cat-
tery, waiting for a loving family to come for 
them. They are very healthy three-year-
olds, up to date with their 
inoculations, spayed and 
microchipped. 

Happy in being to gether 
and playing silly games, 
they are wonderful addi-
tions to a daily routine, 
cuddling and joining in. 

Please do not hesitate 
to go to the Montreal SPCA 
website at www. spca.com, 
refer to their information 
pages from their identifi-
cation num bers, 
2000273292 for Stormy and 
2000273291 for Nina, and 

plan your visit to the cattery to discuss 
adoption with the coordinators who are 
waiting to meet. 

The shelter is open every day, Monday 
to Friday from 3 pm to 8 pm, then Saturday 
and Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. The 
SPCA is located at 5215 Jean Talon St. 
West, Côte des Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4. 

Just a reminded to bring a larger carrier 
or pick up an extra one at the in-house bou-
tique where you have a great selection of 
accessories, toys, and foods to choose from 
to set everything up for sweet Stormy and 
Nina on arrival at home. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler
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Introducing Customized Homecare: 
A New Era of Compassionate, 
Personalized Care in Westmount 
Beginning the process of seeking homecare for 
a loved one is never easy. It can be emotionally 
overwhelming and filled with questions and 
uncertainty. This is especially true when you’re 
trying to balance your own responsibilities 
while making sure your parent or family 
member is safe, supported, and comfortable. 

Having faced this situation with my parents, I know firsthand what a di erence 
it makes knowing your loved ones are not just looked after, but genuinely cared 
for with professionalism, kindness, and respect. 

As you navigate your options, here are three essential factors you can consider 
when choosing home care for your loved one: 
1. Personalized Care That Fits Your Family 
Your loved one is unique, and the care they receive should reflect that. Look for 
a provider that takes the time to understand their personality, preferences, and 
health needs. 

Whether your loved one requires light housekeeping, meal preparation, help 
with daily tasks, or assistance with specific medical needs, the first step is matching 
a qualified caregiver, whose personality aligns with your loved one, so they feel 
comfortable and safe. Furthermore, a flexible service, that grows and adapts as 
your loved one’s needs evolve, ensures them the right level of care – whether a 
short visit, long-term help or around-the-clock support. 
2. Caregivers Who Build Real Connections 
The best care goes beyond a checklist of tasks. Choose a provider with caregivers 
who are more than just skilled professionals – they are also compassionate 
individuals who take the time to connect. 

Whether it’s sharing a cup of tea, organizing the day together, or simply being 
present, caregivers build real relationships that bring joy, comfort, and emotional 
support to those in their care. 
3. Clear Communication and Reliable Support 
Entrusting someone with the care of a loved one is never easy. You need a team 
that stays in touch, listens to your concerns, and keeps you in the loop. Look for a 
provider who prioritizes open communication and provides regular updates. You 
should feel confident that if you have questions or need support, someone will 
be there to answer – not just with words, but with empathy and presence. 
Peace of mind for loved ones and their families 
At Customized Homecare, we take these values to heart. We are a locally owned 
and operated company with hundreds of clients across the island, and we’re proud 
to now have a new o ce in the heart of Victoria Village, right here in Westmount. 

Our mission is simple but powerful: deliver quality care rooted in compassion, 
while building meaningful connections between caregivers and families. 

That’s one of the reasons I joined Customized Homecare. And it’s why I’m so 
happy to be returning to Westmount, where I first began my career in Montreal, 
to o er families more options for keeping their parents at home. Whether your 
loved one su ers from dementia or an age-related health condition, our team of 
compassionate caregivers is equipped to support the full range of your needs. 
And often, the earlier you can bring a caregiver into the home, the better. Our 
caregivers are often the first to notice subtle changes in health or behaviour, 
providing an extra layer of security and reassurance for the whole family. 

As we settle into our new Westmount location, I invite you to 
discover how we can provide the personalized, compassionate 

care your family deserves. After all, when it comes to homecare, 
it’s not just about what you do – it’s about how you make 
people feel. 

Customized Homecare is more than a service. It’s a promise. 
Call me today for an in-home assessment and let’s talk about 

how we can make sure your loved ones stay where they’re 
happiest – at home. 

Fay Hinkson 
fay.hinkson@customizedhomecare.ca 

Tel: 438.874.5649 
customizedhomecare.ca

A gentle and personalized approach 
in helping seniors relocate

(514) 808-4248 
kathleen@smallernest.com 

www.smallernest.com

Manage your entire move 
Plan your new layout on computer 
Empty an apartment or house 
Sell/donate unwanted items 
Arrange an estate sale 
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc… 
Arrange a moving company 
Pack & unpack your moving boxes 
Set up your new smaller nest

The long (and financial) history of tulips 

Tulips. Often the first cheery sight of 
spring that you’d see after a long winter. 

They have long been admired, but 
tulips have a unique history. Some believe 
the tulip trade was the first example of a 
market bubble! 

The Dutch tulip bubble – “Tulip Mania” 
– was a speculative frenzy in 17th-century 
Holland over the sale of tulip bulbs. 

Tulips were introduced to Europe from 
Turkey shortly after 1550, and immediately 
became a popular status symbol for the 
wealthy and the growing middle class. 

The demand for different varieties of 
tulips soon exceeded the supply, and prices 
for individual bulbs of rare types began to 
rise to unwarranted heights in northern 
Eur ope. 

By about 1610, a single bulb of a new 
variety was acceptable as dowry for a bride, 
and even businesses were known to have 
been exchanged for one bulb of a special 
variety. The bubble reached its height in 

Holland between 1633 and 1637. Homes, 
estates, and industries were mortgaged so 
bulbs could be bought for re-sale at higher 
prices. Sales and re-sales were made many 
times over, and rare varieties of bulbs sold 
for exorbitant prices. Almost overnight, the 
price structure for tulips collapsed, creat-
ing what is sometimes referred to as the 
first market crash in history! 

Did you know? 

Brought to you by 
Westmount 
Horticultural 
Society



Spring flower show opens at conservatory 

City reception thanks volunteers, welcomes newcomers 
By Laureen Sweeney 

When the city’s formal invitation to an 
annual reception to open the annual spring 
flower show included the wording “families 
welcome,” the event April 30 at Victoria Hall 
brought out a number of families with 
younger children among some 200 atten-
dees. 

One mother, who brought a two-year-
old boy in a stroller, told the Independent, 
the family had moved into the city from 
Morocco because of its “security, the park 
and library.” 

“One day I forgot my backpack in the 
park and [Public] Security brought it back 
to me,” explained Fatima Labghali as she 
handed her son another hors d’oeuvre from 

a passing server. 
Later, her son Ali Benjelloun seemed to 

feel very welcome as he walked up to the 
front of the room to stand beside Mayor 
Christina Smith as she spoke at the mic. 

The event was opened by Lauren Mac-
Lean, director of the library and commu-
nity events, which organized the reception, 
followed by Mayor Smith thanking those 
attending who are “contributing to make 
your city an exceptional place to live.” 

“To our new residents, we extend a 
warm welcome to our vibrant community 
…and hope that you will quickly feel at 
home amongst us,” she said, adding that 

her mother had recently moved into West-
mount from the West Island. She also in -
tro duced department directors who, as is 
tradition, were serving the wine. 

Those attending were invited to visit the 
display at the conservatory.
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Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 

Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Housekeeping/Housesitting 

Regular Residential Cleaning Services and House Sitting for 
travelers, damage insurance $2,000,000, some availability, pro-
fessional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673. 

Garden/Yard work 

Garden cleaning, Leaves, Weeding, Mulch, Yard Cleanup. Call 
Vince at 514-294-5562. 

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Seeing adults, children and babies (premature and full term) 
and ocular emergencies. Referral required. 

Clinique Médicale Crowley 
5325 avenue Crowley, Montréal, QC H4A 2C6 

Tél: 514-856-5609 | Fax: 514-856-5607 
eyecare@crowleymd.com | www.crowleymd.ca

Ali Benjelloun and Mayor Christina Smith; and, inset, Benjelloun with mum Fatima Labghali.

Among the community volunteers at the reception are, from left: James Bowker, Arlene Kipling, 
Jaya Gérin, Xavier Gérin and Sada Reddy.
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PRIMARY PROGRESSIVE APHASIA (PPA) 
RESEARCH STUDY 

Phase II clinical trial of transcranial direct current stimulation 
in the treatment of primary progressive aphasia.  

Primary progressive aphasia (PPA) is a rare neurological syndrome that 
gradually impairs a person’s language. 

Symptoms include: 
• Di culty finding words, understanding words or following 

conversations 
• Using words incorrectly or mispronouncing them 
• Abnormal word order in speech or writing 

We are exploring the use of a brain stimulation technique called 
transcranial direct current stimulation (tDCS) that could slow or stop 
PPA symptoms. Transcranial direct current stimulation (tDCS) is a 
non-invasive process and is NOT electroshock.  

We are looking to recruit older adults diagnosed with (PPA) to participate 
in a pioneering brain stimulation research project. 

Eligible participants should be: 
• Diagnosed with PPA. 
• Be over 50 years old 
• Able to communicate in English. 

The study involves daily, short visits to the lab, over a 3 week period. 
You`ll be asked to sit in a chair and name objects while the stimulation 
is taking place. This is a very safe procedure and the biggest drawback 
is the time commitment. 

We are also looking to recruit older adults with no neurological illness 
to be in our control group. This group will not have tDCS stimulation.  

Study participants would be compensated for any out-of-pocket expenses 
(Taxi, Parking, etc…) 

LEADING THIS RESEARCH PROGRAM: 
Dr. Howard Chertkow, MD, FRCP, FCAHS, Adjunct Professor, Department 
of Neurology and Neurosurgery, McGill University; Professor of Medicine, 
University of Toronto. 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

Chris Hosein, M.Ed, 
Tel: 514-340-8222, ext. 23621 

Geriatric Medicine, Jewish General Hospital, Montréal, Québec

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

Another look at Lansdowne Ave. fire 

As reported last week (p. 3), there was a fire outside of 434 Lansdowne on April 23 that ended up 
causing heat damage to the interior. Here is an additional photo of the scene after. 

Photo: Jennifer Ball.
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Loffredo presents Grivakis 
with Coronation medal 

Local res Senator Tony Loffredo recently invited guests to a commemorative event in honour of 
neigh bour Belle Grivakis on the occasion of the presentation to her of the King Charles III Coronation 
medal “in recognition of her excellent contributions to our community and our country.” – VR.

Celebrate 
Mothers Day  

with the 
Perfect Gift 

from

 

4861 Sherbrooke St. W. 
514-484-5656 

Monday-Saturday 10-5 
www.courvalfinelingrie.com

Fine Lingerie 
Loungewear 

Daywear 



Westmounters hit the ice to fight homelessness 

Westmounters just took part in an a -
maz ing fundraiser, on ice. 

About 10 years ago guys who loved play-
ing hockey organized teams. For fun. 
Recently, the fun turned into serious com-
petition but with a difference: the tourna-
ment was a fundraiser. The cup went to 
the highest contributing team, not to who 
won. 

The day-long games raised funds for 
Hockey Helps The Homeless (HHTH), a 
volunteer-driven charitable organization 
established in 1994. HHTH hosts all-day 
pro-am and collegiate hockey tournaments 
in Canadian cities. 

Funds raised locally benefit local home-
less support agencies. Amateurs play 
alongside NHL alumni and Olympians. 
Each team has a legendary hockey player 
joining them, with the top fundraising 
team having first choice of a NHL player. 

Former NHL stars such as Guy Carbon-
neau, Vincent Damphousse, Alexandre 
Daigle and Mathieu Dandenault skated for 
the cause. Local stars – organizers, players, 

fundraisers and volunteers – were Mark 
Azoulay, Charles Martin, Liam Velan, Dan 
Florian, Pierre Arsenault, Paulo Santini, 
Mike Avedesian and sons Luke and Matt 
(both players), Nick Shinder, Tom Spencer 
and Nicholas Matossian and his son Chris-
tian Matossian, and grandsons Soren 
(player) and Nico (volunteer). 

Players come from a wide range of 
skills; age is not a criterion. In his 80s 
former city councillor Nicolas played on 
the same team as his son Christian and 

grandson Soren. Christian is also a director 
of HHTH. 

Since 1996, the not-for-profit hockey 
charity has raised $28 million donated to 
organizations that support the homeless. 
The March 2025 tournament raised over 
$1 million. 

The five top fund-raising teams were 
Broccolini, Scotia Wealth Management, 
T C Energy, Redbourne and iA Private 
Wealth. Five top fundraisers were Roberto 
Pietracupa, Michael Coughlin, Charles 

Edgar Martin, Peter Coughlin and 
Matthew Zakrzewski. 

Westmount has become a crucial part 
of the HHTH’s Montreal tournament, with 
an influential participation and reach. In 
addition, Selwyn House was actively 
involved with Gryphon hockey players tak-
ing part as well as students volunteering. 
Indeed, pivotal to the tournament’s success 
were Westmount residents: executives, 
organizers, players, sponsors, donors and 
volunteers.

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave
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From left, Soren Matossian, Alexandre Daigle (former Ottawa Senators player), Nico Matossian, Nicolas Matossian and Christian Matossian, and 
Luke, Mike and Matty Avedesian.
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WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

Rotary report 

What is education like for refugees? 
Sponsoree Mwangaza Louise shares experience 
By Jennifer Ball 

A refugee student whom the World 
University Service of Canada sponsored 
refuted the notion that there are adequate 
educational opportunities in refugee 
camps during a recent Rotary Club of 
Westmount luncheon. 

According to the UN refugee agency, 
there are 122.6 million people worldwide 
who were forcibly displaced at the end of 
June 2024 as a result of persecution, con-
flict, violence and human rights viol-
ations. The World University Service of 
Canada (WUSC) – which runs a student 
refugee program – can help only 130 refu-
gees an nually and Rotarians just met one 
who was able to be helped: Mwangaza 
Louise from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 

Louise spoke alongside Samuel Mc -
Adams, who works for WUSC, at a club 
luncheon on March 19 at Victoria Hall. 

Louise said she arrived in Canada in 
2022 understanding that the key to her 
future success would be through educa-
tion. She is currently in a music program 
at Concordia. 

“World University Service of Canada 
took me from where I did not know 
whether I would be able to stand on my 
own two feet, or to study or to pursue my 
dream to be a musician [to where I am 
today] … 

“Living in a refugee camp, one does 
not have access to education. For thou-
sands of people, there is only one public 
school that covers elementary and sec-
ondary school and there are 150 pupils in 
one class.” 

Regretfully, refugee education is not 
just about learning; it is a way to survive. 
It is the way to get out of the refugee camp, 
Louise said. 

“When a refugee child comes to Can -
ada, they become the hope of the entire 
family. They must then supply money 
and support their mum and dad, their 
brothers and their sisters.” 

McAdams told Rotarians that the Unit -
ed Nations High Commissioner for refu-
gees defines a refugee as someone who 
is forced to flee their country. 

“For many different reasons: a climate 
crisis, fear of being persecuted because 
of their race, their religion, their social or 
political affiliation, their sexuality and or 
their identity.” 

WUSC started in 1978 and has spon-
sored thousands of refugee students 
since inception. 

“The opportunities for higher educa-
tion in these refugee camps is close to 
zero. There is no opportunity,” McAdams 
said. 

The student refugee program, he said, 
supports students to become permanent 
residents as they land in Canada, and it 
has five pillars of sponsorship: social, aca-
demic, financial, health and wellbeing, 
and self-reliance. 

“WUSC is there to respond to the 
needs of the students that come [to Can -
ada] and the impact is being seen world-
wide.” 

According to its website, WUSC is 
active in nearly 100 post-secondary cam-
puses in Canada including Concordia 
University. 

It describes itself as a Canadian non-
profit organization working to create a 
better world for all young people by bring-
ing together a diverse network of stu-

dents, volunteers, schools, governments, 
and businesses who share this vision. 

Jennifer Ball, the reporter who authored 
this story, is a member of the Rotary 

Club of Westmount.

Samuel McAdams, who works for the World Uni-
versity Service of Canada, with Mwangaza 
Louise, who is from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and who was sponsored to study music 
at Concordia University by WUSC. Photo taken 
on March 19.
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Westmount
521 LANSDOWNE AV.

$3,495,000

CONTEMPORARY GEM WITH POOL

+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

WOW

Westmount
629 MURRAY HILL AV.

Westmount
4872 STE-CATHERINE ST. W.

114 4

$2,649,000

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION!

NEW

4 3 + 1 22

$1,245,000

FULLY RENOVATED

NEW

43 2 + 1

Westmount
25 BELLEVUE AV.

$6,850,000

MILLION $ VIEWS

4 3 + 1 1 3

CONDITIONAL
OFFER



24 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – May 6, 2025

© Profusion Immobilier Inc. Real Estate Agency. All rights reserved.profusion.global

Source: *Centris® sales from January 1st, 2022 to December 31, 2024
**Centris® sales from January 1st 2024 to December 31 2024

Our Market Shares
Quebec’s Premier Independent Luxury Boutique 

Real Estate Agency

Single-Family Homes* Condos*

33%

HampsteadVille-Marie Montreal West

WestmountIsland of Montreal
Single-Family Homes*

Single-Family Homes*Single-Family Homes** Single-Family Homes**

35%16%

19%30% 45%

2.25M+ 2M+ 1M+

1M+ 1M+ 1M+

Westmount

© Profusion Immobilier Inc. Real Estate Agency. All Rights Reserved.


