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Custom Orthotics 
Sports Injury 
All feet related issues

Our podiatrists: 
Dr William Constant 
Dr Sur Pio Yip 
Dr Anne-Marie Duchaine
Your first 
step to 
healthier feet!

514-439-5112 
245 Victoria #525, Westmount

Second time around 

Permit (re-)approved for new 
building at 4216 Dorchester 
By Laureen Sweeney 

For the second time around, the way 
was cleared by city council May 5 for a per-
mit to be issued for the construction of a 
five-storey residential building on Dor-
chester in the vacant lot just west of its 
corner with Greene. The address is 4216 
Dorchester. 

An initial permit approved in January 

2023 had expired in July 2014, according to 
the council resolution moved by the Dis-
trict 8’s councillor Kathleen Kez. This was 
owing to work not having started within 
an 18-month time-frame of the permit, 
owing to the owners not meeting the dead-
line for “financial reasons.” 

The property is for sale. 
“It is unfortunate 

that we had to do this,” continued on p. 10

Residents, photographer heed city’s 
no-mow message 

“I was thrilled to read in the May 13 edition of the Westmount Independent (p. 1) that the city was 
seeking to cut-back its mowing this May to help our essential pollinators,” said resident David 
Searle. “It has been even more wonderful to see Westmounters heed Cllr. Aronson’s invitation to 
refrain from mowing their lawns. So much life is waiting to spring up if we should only keep those 
lawnmowers quiet. To celebrate our collective restraint and the biodiversity budding up in our city, 
I thought it appropriate to photograph some of the wild flowers found in our Westmount unmowed 
lawns. Can you find one or more of these beauties in your lawn?” Pictured here: Bugleherb. 

Photo courtesy of D. Searle.
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Ascension’s Mac Eachen marks 
40th year as priest 

Ascension of Our Lord’s pastor, Father Lawrence Mac Eachen, who celebrated the 40th anniversary 
of his ordination on May 25, is seen here with, from left, parish wardens Madeleine Varkay, Anna 
Romano and Louise Mac Lellan at the rear of the Sherbrooke St. church during a reception following 
Sunday Mass. See p. 15 for story. Photo: Martin C. Barry.
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Batshaw Children Seeking Homes 

Sweet, loving duo need 
foster home to heal, thrive 

Danielle (10) and Mariah (7) are two 
sweet and loving girls who have been 
through very difficult circumstances. The 
siblings are looking to find a committed 
long-term foster home where they can 
grow up together, and that can offer stabil-
ity, understanding and a nurturing en -
viron ment. These bright, caring girls have 
a lot of potential and with the right support, 
they could grow, heal and thrive in a safe 
and loving home. 

Danielle is a creative, outgoing girl who 
loves arts and crafts, reading adventure 

stories and playing outside. Protective of 
her younger sister, she often takes on a 
nurturing role. Danielle thrives in a struc-
tured, patient environment that encour-
ages emotional expression and creativity. 

Mariah is a gentle, imaginative child 
with a playful spirit. Though more reserv -
ed, she opens up once she feels safe. She 
enjoys pretend play, bedtime stories, sing-
ing and dancing. Mariah would benefit 
from a calm, reassuring environment and 
gentle guidance to build confidence and 
feel secure. 

The girls share a deep and loving bond, 
offering each other emotional support and 
reassurance. It is vital they remain in the 
same foster care setting where their con-
nection is valued – one that understands 
children’s unique needs and encourages 
consistency, open communication and cre-
ative expression. 

If you believe you can offer Danielle and 
Mariah the warm, loving home they deserve, 
please contact Batshaw Youth and Family 
Centres at 514.932.7161 x 1139.
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PRESTIGIOUS NEW LISTING 

Le Galdin | St Henri 
Stunning top floor unit over 1100 sf featuring top of the 

line upgrades and unobstructed views of the canal.  
Option for 2nd garage & storage locker. 

Centris # 14681017 | Asking $1,189,000

JUNE BAILY Real Estate Broker 

514.941.9105 june@junebaily.com 

junebaily.com Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest

Sylv�e 
Lafren�ère 
514 895-7001 
sylvie@sylvielafreniere.com

RE/MAX ACTION 
Westmount 
1225 Greene Ave, Westmount 
Qc H3Z 2A4 | 514 933-6781

Call me now, to sell now!!

Westmount 
360 Grosvenor 

In the heart of Victoria Village, this well-loved 
family home has been in the family for 50 years. 
You cannot beat the location!! Needs TLC. 

$1,535,000 
27 York 

Second floor condo in a Victorian stonefront. 
Original mouldings, lots of charm. Needs TLC. 

$555,000 
3 Anwoth 

A true find on a quiet, peaceful street: detached 
4-bedroom home with indoor garage, ground-
floor family room, private garden, central air, 
immaculate. Does not need TLC! $2,175,000 

343 Clarke 
Top-floor condo in former convent. Feels like a 
home with reception rooms at the front and 
bedrooms and balcony at the rear. Parking and 
huge private storage. $948,000

Dorval Island 

Quaint, fully furnished Dorval Island cottage – 
just 20 minutes from Montreal – offers a peace -
ful, car-free summer retreat for up to 6 people. 
Enjoy swimming, tennis, nature walks, and 
community events. Accessible only by ferry, 
with your reserved parking spot waiting. 

$392,000

Les 
Entreprises 

PEDMAR 
9454-3733 QUEBEC INC. 

French Drains, Foundation Repair, 
Water Infiltration Issues & Cement Repair 

438 930-5833 
marcopedicelli.mp@gmail.com 

Over 35 Years Experience 
1988

Speeding cyclist hit on bike path by turning car 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A cyclist described as speeding on the 
bike path at de Maisonneuve and Wood 
May 15 hit a car around 3 pm, Public Secur-
ity officials said. 

The scene of the mishap was spotted 
around 3 pm by a public safety officer who 
came across the aftermath when noticing 
a man getting out of a car to help a woman 
lying on the ground who wanted ice for a 
wrist injury. 

The officer remained with the woman 
while police and the fire department were 
on their way to take over the incident. 

The rider of the bicycle was described 

as “under the impression” of having had 
the right-of-way at the light. No further 
details were available. 

Man pulled over 
by leashed dog 

An elderly man was reported to have 
been pulled over by a dog on leash near the 
dog run at Westmount Park May 21 at 6:30 
pm, Public Security officials said. The man 
hit his head in the fall. 

Urgences Santé was called and exam-
ined the man. Officers took care of his 
abrasion and walked him home nearby.
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Canadians take care of each other. 
 
Call for an Estimation

Don’t wait to schedule a new appointment to 
maintain your gas-fired pool heater or heat pump 
working efficiently for many years to come. 

514-990-1346

Certified Arborist | arbo@strathmore.pro | www.strathmore.pro

Arborists you can trust
Expert Tree Services in Montreal and  
the West Island since 1992. Over the years, 
we have built a reputation for superior 
results and great customer service to 
residential and commercial customers.

• Pruning
• Dead Wooding
• Tree and Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal and Planting
• Stump Grinding
• Cabling and Bracing

514 831-8733  Emergency Work 24/7

PREVENTATIVE TREATMENTS

EXPERT TREE SERVICES

What’s with all the discarded 
broom handles on Sherbrooke St.? 

These brooms were being chucked out on Sherbrooke St. near Strathcona May 15, while the inset 
photo shows ones being discarded June 19, 2020 on Sherbrooke near Grosvenor. Photos: Independent.
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Infrastructure, debt and the road ahead 

In a recent column (May 13, p. 6), form -
er mayor Peter Trent, one of the most 
respected civic leaders in Westmount’s his-
tory, raised concerns about the city’s grow-
ing reliance on debt, expanding headcount 
and the visible strain on our public infra-
structure. His voice carries weight, as it 
should. His leadership helped restore 
Westmount’s autonomy, and he has long 
stood for sound fiscal stewardship. 

But if we are to move forward effec-
tively, we need to tell the full story, not just 
focus on the most appealing soundbites. 

Context and comparison 

When Mr. Trent left office in 2017, he 
did so with the city in a strong financial 
position. But we were also carrying a 
burden not visible on the balance sheet: 
years of deferred investment in roads, pub-
lic buildings, underground infrastructure, 
parks and Hydro Westmount. This is not 
conjecture; it is written into the city’s own 
2017–2037 Infrastructure Financial Plan, 
drafted in 2016. 

That plan set a target of $15.5 million 
per year in 2017 dollars to maintain West-
mount’s infrastructure in good repair. It 
did not account for improvements or addi-
tions. Adjusted for construction inflation 
in 2024, the target now sits closer to $23.3 
million. And while we haven’t hit that in -
dex ed number each year, we have achiev -
ed it on average since 2018. This has not 
happened by accident. It was deliberate, 
responsible and long overdue. 

Consider that earlier averages include 
the construction of the Westmount recre-
ation centre in 2012, a $50.5-million project 
funded largely through $20 million in 
provincial grants and $6.5 million in pri-
vate donations (all in 2024 dollars). That 
was a unique moment. Remove that pro-
ject, and the capital spending record was 
neither high nor consistent. 

The data shows we are meeting the 
investment levels forecast under previous 

leadership, without the benefit of one-time 
windfalls. (Note: For 2025-2027 projec-
tions, an 80-percent completion rate is 
assumed.) 

Roads and the real cost of delay 

Mr. Trent described 2024’s $6.5 million 
in roadwork spending as “anemic.” But in 
several of his years in office, spending was 
lower – even after adjusting for inflation. 
On average, in 2024 dollars, the current 
administration has directed more funding 
to roads than those who came before us. 

Still, the problem is far from solved. 
Our shock absorbers and ankles bear daily 
witness to the strain. Residents and tax-
payers rightly expect better outcomes. But 
we must also acknowledge that the chal-
lenge is getting harder. Freeze-thaw cycles 
are more frequent, rainfall is more ex -
treme, and vehicles are more numerous, 
larger and heavier. 

Even as we invest more, our infrastruc-
ture is under increasing pressure. For 

every project that makes it into the budget, 
another is deferred. And every dollar not 
invested today quietly but steadily com-
pounds into greater cost tomorrow. 

Borrowing: A growing concern 

Mr. Trent and I agree on the risk of 
growing debt. 

In our 2025 capital works program, 
which totals $39 million and is the most 
ambitious in recent memory, only 46 per-
cent is funded without borrowing. That 
fraction is well below where we should be, 
and it is not sustainable. 

The difficult reality is that fully funding 
the program on a Pay-As-You-Go (PAYG) 
basis would have required a 23-percent 
property tax increase. That would mean 
over $300 more per month for the average 
single-family homeowners, just to cover 
the additional $22 million in infrastructure 
spending. That level of increase was 
simply not feasible. 

Instead, council approved a more palat-
able 3.15-percent increase, aligned with the 
Consumer Price Index. For the average 
household, that works out to about $43 
more per month. It allows us to maintain 
services and make steady infrastructure 
progress, but it cements our reliance on 
borrowing. 

I supported that budget. But I also advo-
cated for a more ambitious approach – one 
that calls for a gradual, transparent in -
crease in capital funding from current rev-
enue. I call this strategy Pay-As-You-Owe, 
or PAYO. The idea is that while borrowing 

will remain necessary in the short term, 
we should steadily reduce our dependence 
on it by improving our PAYG capacity over 
time. And yes, that means gradually in -
creasing property taxes. It is not a vote-win-
ning strategy, but it is the right one. 

Facing the real challenge 

We also face structural limits. Our 
population is shrinking, our tax base is 
constrained, and efforts to expand it 
through new development regularly face 
organized opposition. 

Costs continue to rise, but raising rev-
enue remains politically difficult. And yes, 
staffing levels have grown. That deserves 
a closer look – not to assign blame, but to 
ensure our structure is well aligned with 
the needs ahead. Some adjustment may 
come through natural attrition, and some 
through more active review. Still, even 
meaningful change on that front will not 
close a $22-million funding gap. Staffing 
is one part of a much broader equation. 

The path forward will require every 
available tool: controlling costs, improving 
efficiency, increasing revenue and event-
ually broadening the tax base. No single 
lever will be enough. Progress depends on 
using all of them carefully and in balance. 

Anyone who believes we can solve this 
with one lever alone is not being realistic. 

Smoother roads ahead 

Mr. Trent has done the city a service by 
continuing this conversation. But nostalgia 
is not a plan, and neither is denial. The 
problems we face today did not appear 
overnight. They are the product of decades 
of choices, trade-offs and deferrals. The 
decisions we make now must reflect both 
urgency and purpose. We have not accom-
plished everything we set out to do, but we 
stand behind the work that has been done 
– and the progress it represents. 

I do not claim to have all the answers. 
What I do have is data – and I invite you to 
review it for yourself. My interactive tool 
is now available at https://bit.ly/3ZBE96z 
(or via the QR Code below) where you can 
explore Westmount’s capital investment, 
roadwork spending and historical infra-
structure funding 
patterns in full. 
You don’t need to 
take my word for 
it. The numbers 
are there for any-
one to see. 

That is the road 
ahead. 

Conrad Peart is the city councillor for 
District 4 and the city’s commissioner of 

infrastructure, urban planning & 
architecture.

Councillor’s 
column 

Conrad Peart 
District 4

Editor’s note: The spending categories named from left to right in the caption are presented from 
top to bottom in the chart. – DP.
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Demand accountability, 
not excuses 

Recent debates between our current city 
council and critics highlight a troubling 
pattern: while the council rightly points out 
years of neglected work, residents deserve 
more than blame-shifting. After eight years 
in office, where are the results? 

If “too much work” is the council’s re -
frain, we must ask: What exactly has it prio-
ritized? Where are the timelines, metrics 
or completed projects to prove progress? 
Vague claims of effort mean little to 
families navigating pothole-riddled roads, 
rising costs or understaffed services. 

Good leadership isn’t about comparing 
oneself to predecessors – it’s about deliver-
ing solutions. Instead of rehearsing ex -
cuses, the council has to work for all the 
residents of Westmount. 

Our city’s reputation and lifestyle must 
be guarded more vigilantly. 

Joseph Yermus, Oakland Ave. 

Time’s up for Westmount’s 
current council 

Councillor Mary Gallery’s recent open 
letter (May 20, p. 7) is a master class in 
polish ed deflection. Sure, governing is 
hard. Sure, infrastructure was neglected. 
But let’s not pretend the current adminis-
tration has done anything close to turning 
the tide. 

Behind all the right words is a simple 
reality: Westmount is getting worse. Parks, 
roads, urban planning, basic maintenance 
– none of it reflects the calibre or cost of 

this city. 
Public input is regularly brushed aside, 

criticism is met with defensiveness and 
accountability is thin at best. City hall en -
forces rules when it suits them, and con-
veniently ignores (or forgets) them when 
it doesn’t. Decisions change with no ex -
plana tion. Public information is kept 
secret. It’s not just inefficient. It’s arrogant, 
and increasingly condescending. 

The current administration* had its 
chance. It’s time for leadership that listens, 
acts, and actually delivers. Westmount de -
serves better. We need that change now. 

Heath Slawner, Clarke Ave. 

Gallery well explains 
challenges of ‘damaged’ 
Westmount 

Although I fully understand the frustra-
tions expressed by ex-mayors Trent and 
Marks (May 13. p. 6, 10) and by letter writer 
Joe Russo (May 20, p. 8), I think that the 
opinion piece written by Councillor Gallery 
(May 20, p. 7) is most accurate and addres -
ses many of the problems that the current 
administration* has inherited. Chapeau to 
her for her insights. 

But, just to be perfectly clear, West-
mount, unlike what was stated by Mr. 
Russo, is not “broken” but is indeed quite 
damaged. Major roads such as The Boul-
evard, Edgehill and Victoria are positively 
Third World, and a real embarrassment. 

Monies appear to be wasted on endless 
consultant contracts and fees, and on 
repairs that should have been undertaken 
years ago. $510,000 to repair the parapets 

on the public library? Why was this not 
done three years ago when, arguably, costs 
would have been less? 

Yes, as Ms. Gallery eloquently explains, 
times and situations are vastly different than 
they were when mayors Trent and Marks 
were in office, but one has to suggest that 
some of the administration’s priorities may 
have been badly misplaced. For example, 
while we all dithered around arguing about 
dog runs on the summit, the very roads lead-
ing up to those dog runs have become a dis-
graceful, crumbling mess. 

Commenting on a raft of citizen com-
plaints and concerns on a variety of topics, 
Mayor Smith was once quoted as saying 
“we could have communicated better.”  
Perhaps, council should have “acted 
better” as well. 

No, Mr. Russo, Westmount is not broken. 
And you cannot pin all of the blame on the 
current city administration.  Westmount will 
resurrect, but it will be a long, slow and very 
costly revival. 

Allen Rubin, Lexington Ave. 
*Editor’s note: In Westmount municipal-
ese, “administration” is used by insiders to 
mean the city’s senior unelected employ -
ees. Nevertheless, Westmount non-politi-
cians regularly use the word in the more 
usual sense, meaning the current political 
regime, e.g. “the Smith administration.” 
That is the meaning here, I believe. – DP. 

Pay-as-you-go is gone 
In his guest column (May 13, p. 6), 

former Mayor Trent criticized the city’s 
new reliance on borrowing. He called in -
stead for a nostalgic return to pay-as-you-
go (PAYG) funding for all investments in 
infrastructure. This would be a big mis-
take. 

For municipalities, full reliance on PAYG 
is gone. Cities have recognized that exces-
sive commitment to PAYG ends up press-
uring them to defer things that really need 
to be done. These projects were viewed as 
too costly to be undertaken with only an -
nual operating funds, mostly from prop-
erty tax. The result is a rundown city. 

After 150 years in existence and decades 
of underinvestment, Westmount has a 
huge infrastructure deficit. There is no dis-
pute here. This is what [information] is 
publicly available, admittedly not much. In 
January of 2024, Public Works estimated 
that $100 million may be needed to main-
tain, renovate and upgrade just the city’s 
buildings in the following three years. It 
also indicated that 90 percent of the city’s 
sewer network is over 80 years old and 22 
percent of the road network is over 50 years 
old. 

No surprise here. We see it and feel it 
every day. Then there is the much dis-

cussed renewal of Hydro Westmount sub-
stations, for which the city has provided no 
estimate. What does all this amount to? 
Residents have no idea. 

Citizens want to make informed deci-
sions. They must first be told the facts. 

Can the required capital works be 
financed right now through higher prop-
erty taxes? No, according to Councillor 
Peart. The capital program would require 
an untenable 23-percent increase in prop-
erty taxes (January 14, p. 1). Borrowing is 
the only option right now. 

Council must be given credit for con-
fronting reality and making optimal use of 
various funding sources, including the 
southeast development. The next step would 
be to work with other Quebec municipalities 
and the provincial government to develop 
a more self-sustaining approach to fund-
ing. Even the city of Montreal recently 
described the current financing model as 
“archaic.” 

The next city council has a big task 
ahead of it. 
Denis Biro, 5000 de Maisonneuve, NDG 

Listen to the southeast 
panel, respect heritage, 
build for everyone 
This open letter to the mayor & city council 
has been signif icantly reduced in length by 
the Independent to f it this space 

As a concerned citizen residing in the 
[greater] southeast corridor of Westmount, 
I am glad something is being done to 
revitalize the sector. 

I applaud the council in working to -
wards a solution in this important area of 
Westmount. As others have mentioned, it 
is one of the important gateways into West-
mount and should be designated as such. 
I understand the [next] public presenta-
tions of the proposed project are slated for 
[a special city council meeting on May 27 
and a public consultation on June 18 …] 

I had the opportunity to attend the pres-
entation from a distinguished panel of 
architects, urban planners and an attorney, 
all Westmount residents, on May 8 at At -
water Library. […] I was truly in awe of the 
speakers before in the room! (See May 13, 
p. 20 for coverage.) 

Listening to the group of panelists, they 
talked about the importance of respecting 
the historic nature of Westmount, building 
upon the low-rise, high-density living units 
already predominantly in existence and be 
congruous with rest of the Westmount 
community. […] 

Buildings can be created that are afford-
able, livable and accommodate many gen-
erations in one facility, with lots of trees 
and green spaces and walkable areas. They 
noted the importance of creating spaces 
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for people that link the living spaces of 
Dorchester with the living spaces of St. 
Catherine’s and Sherbrooke St. on the east-
ern corridor to the sectors on Greene and 
beyond. 

They mentioned that Westmount has 
already hit the density target of 480 units/
unit area, and that we can continue meet-
ing our needs with low-rise, high-density 
livable and affordable buildings. These are 
the types of buildings that families want to 
live in. They want to be able to see their 
child ren playing in a courtyard or play-
ground with other children, having fun 
and being safe. The elderly also do better 
and live longer being a part of a commu-
nity with all ages, rather than being shunt -
ed into an elderly facility. All generations 
interact and learn from each other. 

The panel mentioned that the proposed 
plan for the Westmount community to be 
presented [on June 18] includes several 
high-rise buildings. The panelists dis-
cussed the importance of high-density but 
not high-rise housing. High-rise housing 
blocks off the light for the street, increases 
the weight load for the Metro underneath, 
increases our density beyond what we need 
and increases the need for large parking 
spaces. Families and those of mixed gen-
erations tend not to live in these high-rise 
buildings. 

We currently have an affordable hous-
ing problem in Montreal and in Canada. 
We need to be able to accommodate all 
types of families and generations in our 
new buildings in the area. We need to re -
vitalize this area with restaurants, terraces, 
storefronts, recreational facilities, places to 
relax in nature for all to enjoy. 

We also currently have a homeless issue 
right in the heart of this area. The itinerant 
population feels very attached to this 
Atwater area. It is their home as well. The 
Canadian government has actually pledged 
$12 billion in additional funding to address 
affordable housing. Westmount could 
draw on funding from the federal, provin-
cial and municipal sources to respect the 
integrity of Westmount and develop a plan 
that is innovative and legacy building. […] 

I feel Westmount has in front of it a 
highly respected panel of Westmount-resi-
dent experts in architecture and urban 
design, who are telling us to respect the 
culture and the past heritage of West-
mount and design something we can all 
be proud of for generations to come. 

I feel we should listen to them. 
Janet Hale, de Casson Rd. 

Public safety should be for 
all Westmount residents 

As a recent pedestrian on Côte St. Anto-
ine, a mother duck was seen with her three 
ducklings trying to cross the street and 
head down Lansdowne, presumably to end 
up at Westmount Park and in the pond. 
Thankfully, two cyclists stopped as well to 
help alert traffic and escort the ducks down 
the hill. We called Public Security for assis-
tance with crossing Sherbrooke St. – in the 
past I recall help for this type of scenario – 
but were told the ducks would be fine and 
this type of call is not dispatched to 
officers. 

While I don’t doubt a duck’s ability in 
wayfinding, I do worry considerably about 
our traffic. 

Regarding city public service, I believe 
that ensuring animal safety is a crucial 
duty. If one cannot assist directly, there is 
a responsibility to provide information on 
those who can. Having pedestrians trying 
to manage traffic and cars swerving to 
avoid ducklings may also present human 
safety concerns. 

In reading a picture book about cities 
to my preschooler, one page illustrates fire-
fighters working to rescue a cat stuck in a 
tree. I hope that we might extend our mun -
i cipal outreach to all Westmount residents, 
including those with feathers. 

Diana Anderson, Victoria Ave. 
Editor’s note: The rescue of ducks and duck-
lings by Public Security (and, in some 
cases, army personnel) does indeed have a 
long history in Westmount, including res-
cues as recently as June 5, 2021, whence 
came the photographs at top left (note the 
pandemic-era masks), and as far back as 
2011 (see June 7, 2011, p. 1). The Indepen-
dent was unaware that Public Security had 
changed its policy. – DP. 

Kudos to students’ climate 
action march 

Congratulations to all the students and 
schools who took part in the “Call to Cli-
mate Action” march on May 9 (see cover-
age, p. 18). Despite the heavy rain, over 
2,000 people took to the streets of West-
mount! 

It is impressive that so many schools col-
laborated for such a worthy mission: St. 
George’s, The Priory, Miss Edgar’s and 
Miss Cramp’s, St. Léon de Westmount, The 
Study, Roslyn, Villa Maria and Trafalgar. 

As an affluent community, we generally 
emit 3.5 times more CO₂ per capita than 
less fortunate Quebecers, according to a 
2025 Institut de la Statistique du Québec 
study. This is primarily due to higher con-
sumption and air travel: the richest 20 per-
cent emit six times more CO₂ from plane 
emissions than the poorest 20 percent. As 
Westmounters, we therefore have a much 
greater responsibility to inform ourselves 
and change our habits. 

One great way to learn about climate 
change and the actions that can be taken 
to prevent and adapt to it is to participate 
in a fresque. These are enjoyable group 
activities involving cards and cover various 
environmental issues, such as climate 
change and biodiversity. 

The city of Westmount organized one 
for Earth Day this year and will be offering 
more in the future. You can also participate 
in them in several places in Montreal, and 
many schools and businesses are offering 
them too. 

As Laura Officer, the St. George’s teach -
er who started the march two years ago, 

mentioned, it is important to take action 
to minimize climate anxiety. Clearly, our 
young people are showing us the way! 

Élisabeth Patterson, Kitchener Ave. 

If we’re talking 
re-development, what 
about the Vendôme area? 

Just walking along de Maisonneuve yes-
terday across from the Vendôme Metro [in 
NDG just west of Westmount], it dawned 
on me what a missed opportunity that area 
has been for Montreal and the neighbour-
hood of Westmount. I believe the foot traf-
fic to be larger than foot traffic on Sher-
brooke because of Vendôme Metro and the 
densely used bike path. 

What a great place for changes that 
would bring much needed housing and 
commercial development to the area. A -
long with the new seniors’ residence and 
the MUHC, it is time to build up the area. 
What is there now looks very out of place 
and depressing. 

A new high-rise or two, a few restaur-
ants, shops and bars for 5-to-7s with friends 
to meet after work would bring a wel-
comed vibrancy to the area. Hope we can 
see a great future in that area and the same 
for the southeast corridor of Westmount. 

Allan Goldberg, Lansdowne Ave.

Letters to the Editor

Photos courtesy of Westmount Public Security.

The finest retirement 
lifestyle is available at... 

Westmount’s good 
living comes with age.

Why not retire in perfect elegance and 

ultimate comfort? Our caring staff will tend 

to all your needs 24 hours every single day. 

Please call us about our 
NEWLY RENOVATED LUXURIOUS SUITES 
4430 St. Catherine West • 514-935-1212 

www.placekensington.com 
A DIVISION OF THE FAIRWAY GROUP



At Vic Hall, Public Security 

Elevator ‘modernizing’ approved at close to $200,000 
By Laureen Sweeney 

As part of an upgrade to municipal 
buildings, city council May 5 approved the 
“modernizing” of elevators at Victoria Hall 
and at 30 Stanton St. leading to Public 
Security’s offices. The total cost of $189,709 
to the contract for professional services was 
awarded to Archipel Architecture. 

The elevator resolution was moved by 
Councillor Jeff Shamie without comment 
along with another one for repair and pre-
ventive maintenance to air conditioning 

and ventilation systems in municipal 
buildings at a cost of $125,679 as well as 
repairs to the library roof at $510,360 (see 
story May 20, p. 6). 

The elevator at Victoria Hall had had 
new flooring installed last year just after 
the Contactivity seniors’ centre moved its 
programming there. The elevator had been 
in a state of disrepair for some time. 

The elevator had been installed as an 
initiative of Sally Aitken during the early 
days of her councillorship (1983-1991) 
along with other measures to improve 

accessibility in the city during her life (1937-
2011). 
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New buildings could still be subject to SCAOPI 

Indoor pool, height around Atwater Lib., top list of findings 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Topping a list of priorities from public 
consultation compiled by city consultants 
on the proposed southeast development 
project is a need to “adjust” the proposed 
heights of new buildings on the north side 
of Dorchester “to better integrate with 
 heritage buildings” such as the Atwater 
Library. 

This suggestion is followed by the con-
struction of an indoor pool to meet “high 

demands” as well as the “intensive green-
ing” of public spaces, the widening of side-
walks and the need to hold a traffic impact 
study on the possible reconfiguration of 
Dorchester Blvd. 

A list of the findings and details from 
the second consultation meeting and sur-
vey can be found on the “Engage.org” site 
of the city’s new website. 

Coming up are two “important” dates 
con cerning the southeast project announc -
ed May 5 by Mayor Christina Smith. One is 
May 27 (described as “notice of motion,” a 
term usually associated with a by-law). The 
other is June 18 (see story May 13, p. 19). 

While conforming to the criteria of the 
city’s Southeast’s Special Planning Project 
(SPP), individual new buildings would be 

subject to the city’s SCAOPI by-law, accord-
ing to Tom Flies, senior director, project 
management and land use. 

SCAOPI is a regulatory tool that enables 
the city council to authorize a project that 
is at variance with the city’s urban planning 
by-laws, though the proposal must con-
form to the objectives of the city’s planning 
program or demolition by-law.

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING 
WESTMOUNTERS WITH 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

AND WORKMANSHIP

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Westmount Park United Church 

Hymn Sing 
The well known hymns 

led by 
Graham Wright & 

Organist Philip Crozier 
Sunday June 8 at 4.30 PM 

All Welcome 
4695 Blvd DeMaisonneuve West 

(at WestmountPark) 
wwww.westmountparkuc.org

‘Year 2’ pricing okayed unanimously 

Council approves contractual inflation adjustment 
to garbage, kitchen waste agreement 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Costs under the city’s new three-year 
contract for garbage collection from a year 
ago were adjusted for its second year of 
operation on May 5 at new total cost of 
$1.093 million per year to Derichebourg 
Canada Environment. This is slightly 
higher than the $1.065 million in 2024, 
reflecting the rate of inflation. 

Derichebourg also picks up compost-
able household waste under the same 

contract. 
The inflation adjustment does not 

change the original terms of the contract 
requiring curbside pick-up from the street 
in front of the property, which generated 
complaints from some residents, especially 
those in row houses with alleys in behind 
and those with long driveways. 

Under the terms of the contract, the cost 
of collecting and transporting the house-
hold waste and food residues “must be 
adjusted annually.” As a result, the cost for 

‘year 2’ represents an adjustment of 2.6 
percent, “in accordance with the Con-
sumer Price Index,” explained Councillor 
Matt Aronson in moving the resolution. 

The vote on the second year was unani-
mous and went without comment from 
District 2 Councillor Elisabeth Roux, who 
had voted against the city’s overall waste 
management By-law 1617 last year, citing 
the city’s longtime tradition of picking up 
garbage from the back or side of properties 
(see story January 16, 2024, p. 1).

The Victoria Hall elevator on May 23. 
Photo: Independent.
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Travel effortlessly on your private jet from Montréal—or any departure point of your choice—to 

thousands of destinations. Spend more time making memories at your favourite places, and less 

time getting there. Learn more at AirSprint.com

YOUR JET IS READY WHEN YOU ARE

Bunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bunnyeberke@gmai l .com

514.347.1928
REMAX ACTION -  REAL ESTATE AGENCY

COTE ST. LUC 
7900 COTE ST. LUC RD. #750 
Well located condo of 1,460 square 
feet. 2 plus 1 bedrooms, 2 bath -
rooms, indoor garage, balcony. 
Close to all amenities, lovely views. 
MLS 27472814 $2900/month

It is not just pets that can be adopted… 

As seen on de Maisonneuve between Kensington and Metcalfe May 22. The note says, “This plant 
is looking for a new home.” Photo: Independent. 



Westmount High triumphs at high school level 

Roslyn elementary finishes first in ‘Battle of the Books Jr.’ 
by Martin C. Barry 

A team of students from Roslyn ele-
mentary school emerged victorious, fin-
ishing in first place in the final EMSB 
Battle of the Books Jr. competition, which 
took place on May 16 at the school on West-
mount Ave. 

Every year, EMSB schools are invited to 
take part in “The Battle of the Books,” a 
quiz-show style competition where ques-
tions are based upon 12 pre-selected young 

people’s books that teams in each school 
read over the course of the school year. 

BoB aims to allow students to explore a 
variety of literary genres while simulta-
neously developing teamwork skills. 

Launched at the Lester B. Pearson 
School Board in 2013, the battle has grown 
steadily each year to include an increasing 
number of schools in the Quebec Associ-
ation of Independent Schools, and new this 
year, the Sir Wilfrid Laurier School Board. 

At the English Montreal School Board, 
it is an event that is organized by librarians 
and library technicians at the high schools 
as well as the educational services depart-
ment. 

Over the previous weeks before the 
final, voracious EMSB primary student 
readers actively practised answering ques-
tions for the two rounds of the book read-

ing competition. 
Roslyn elementary ended on top. They 

were the youngest team with Grade 4 com-
petitors. A good show was also put on by 
teams from the EMSB’s Dunrae Gardens, 
Willingdon and Pierre de Coubertin ele-
mentary schools. 

A special congratulation was extended 
by the EMSB to the following Roslyn ele-
mentary students: Jacob Roberts, Talia 
Gertsman, Nina Goldwater-Khilkevitch, 
James Mansour, Anna Chaudhury, Noah 
Boustani and Elorm Kunordzi. 

High school level too 

Battle of the Books also took place this 
year at the high school level and a team 
also from Westmount managed to finish 
first. From an initial six participating high 
school teams, the top four (Laurier Mac-

donald High School, Westmount High 
School, Royal West Academy and Vincent 
Massey Collegiate) competed at EMSB 
headquarters in NDG on the evening of 
April 22. 

After an exciting two regular and two 
lightning rounds, the team from West-
mount High School won the coveted 2025 
EMSB BoB championship banner. 

On the evening of April 29, the team 
from Westmount High School then 
travelled to The Study school in West-
mount to represent the EMSB in the Ulti-
mate BoB Battle. 

The Westmount High School team 
clinched the first-place position in that 
showdown and was declared the Ultimate 
BoB Champion for 2025. It was the first 
time in the history of the competition that 
an EMSB school team had won the title.
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Convenient, caring, 
personalized attention 

At Uniprix Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji, we pride ourselves on delivering 
exceptional customer service, quick and efficient prescription 
filling, and personalized wellness consultations to meet your 

unique health needs. 
As a local compounding pharmacy, we go beyond the ordinary to 

create custom medications tailored just for you and your loved ones. 

Visit us today and experience the difference 
of personalized care, right here in Westmount.

5025 Sherbrooke (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 Fax: 514-484-2205 
street-level entrance – free parking in the back of medical building 

pharmacymontreal@gmail.com www.montrealpharmacy.com

PHARMACIE 
PHARMACY

Very a ordable all inclusive rates…
 All meals  Medication distribution 
 Daily tea  24 hour security 
 Daily housekeeping  24 hour nurse 
 Personal Laundry  Extensive activity programme

Manoir Westmount Inc. 
4646 Sherbrooke Street West 
Westmount, QC H3Z 2Z8

For an appointment to view, please call 

514.937.3943
www.manoirwestmount.ca

A Project of The Rotary Club of Westmount 

A great community, in a perfect location explained Mayor Christina Smith, but “it 
was required by provincial law.” The lot, 
she pointed out, had been vacant “for a very 
long time.” 

This had resulted from a fire April 25, 
1999 in an original three-storey apartment 
building and the eventual demolition of 
the ruins. 

Meeting SCAOPI criteria 

The newly approved permit met the 
criteria required under the city’s SCAOPI 
by-law concerning “Specific Construction, 
Alteration or Occupancy Proposal for an 
Immovable,” the resolution stated. 

These included exemptions from a 
three-storey height maximum, floor-area-
ratio of 2, and a maximum lot coverage of 
65 percent as well as an encroachment on 
Dorchester of an underground garage and 
a bay window as well as parking spaces. 
Agreements concerning community space 
had been met.

4216 Dorchester, cont’d from p. 1

Roslyn School on Mary 26. Photo: Independent.
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Police Report 

Sherbrooke apartment locker robbed of $10,000 silver set 
by Martin C. Barry 

A Sherbrooke St. apartment tenant who 
was away for a month suffered a major loss 
after their basement locker was broken into, 
according to a police official at Station 12. 

The station’s community relations 
officer Cst. Mike Yigit described the vic-
tim’s extended absence as “a long lapse.” 
The tenant left on April 17 and didn’t re -
turn until May 18. 

After entering the locker, the perpetra-
tor made off with a 72-piece sterling silver 
cutlery set with an estimated value of 
nearly $10,000. 

According to police and home security 
experts, apartment lockers have a particu-
lar vulnerability in that tenants tend to 
neglect them over long periods, only to 
find out they’ve been burglarized long after 
the fact. 

Storing especially costly items in a base-
ment locker can also be very risky as the 
level of protection often doesn’t match the 
value. 

He noted that some of the most com-
mon items kept in basement lockers are 
high-end bicycles. Tenants tend to use 
cheap locks, and the valuables are often in 

plain view to people coming and going in 
the basement locker section. 

“It could be anybody – visitors or some-
times even other residents – and then they 
return at night and break in,” said Yigit. 
“It’s easy for somebody to cut a $5 lock and 
then leave with a bike.” 

Window broken, car rifled, nothing taken 

A motorist who parked overnight last 

week on the Westmount side of Tupper St. 
may think twice in the future about leaving 
luggage inside their vehicle without at least 
trying to conceal it. 

Retrieving the vehicle around 10 am on 
the morning of May 15, the owner found 
that one of the windows had been shat-
tered and there were signs the car had been 
searched. 

Although it was evident that several 

pieces of luggage had been opened, it ap -
peared that nothing had been stolen, 
accord ing to an incident report filed at Sta-
tion 12. 

In order to minimize vehicle break-ins, 
police always recommend that car owners 
transfer any valuables in the passenger 
area to the trunk, or to at least place valu-
ables left in front underneath a cover of 
some kind to conceal them.

Just east of Westmount 

‘9T3’ apartments at 3015 Sherbrooke 
completes final milestone: landscaping 
By Jennifer Ball 

Just east of Westmount, the “9T3” pro-
ject at 3015 Sherbrooke St., has completed 
its last milestone, which was the landscap-
ing. This work was completed for both the 
main en trance, which is at 3015 Sher-
brooke, and also the rear en trance of the 
building, which is 3014 Barat Rd., in both 
cases near the corner with Atwater Ave. 

On February 28, Patrick Pecorilli – the 

president of 9472- 0380 Québec Inc., which 
bought the building for $14.5 million in 
November 2022 – said the landscaping 
would be done “as soon as Mother Nature 
allows us to do it.” (See April 1, p. 10.) 

It was completed the week of May 5. 

▶Just east of Westmount, the “9T3” project at 
3015 Sherbrooke St. has completed its last 
milestone: the landscaping, as seen May 22.
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As a record-breaking team that has set historic benchmarks for Canadian real 

estate, the Kaufman Group showcases your home to quality buyers locally and 

internationally. By off ering our clients the opportunity to work with the partner of 

their choosing, while benefi ting from the expertise of our team as a whole, it allows 

us to off er the highest level of service, discretion and marketing, regardless of your 

home size, neighbourhood or price point.

A LEGACY OF

EXCELLENCE

Liza Kaufman - Certified Real Estate Broker, Sotheby’s International Realty Québec LK. Real estate agency.

KAUFMANGROUP.CA
514.379.1333

41 Av. Forden, Westmount

$19,900,000

MLS 24345176

9 Av. Forden, Westmount

$12,900,000

MLS 27640545

32 Ch. Ramezay, Westmount

$8,500,000

MLS 12030393

334 Av. Olivier, Westmount

$3,750,000

MLS 14965145
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755 Av. Upper-Lansdowne, Westmount

$3,375,000

MLS 23244867

561 Av. Lansdowne, Westmount

$3,495,000

MLS 20764520

655 Av. Victoria, Westmount

$1,995,000

MLS 27307422

1111 Av. Atwater, Westmount

Starting at $2,643,520+taxes

1001 Ch. Caledonia, Mont-Royal

$3,695,000

MLS 11690385

Hillside Lane, Westmount

Starting at $1,126,000+taxes

461 Av. Elm, Apt. 2, Westmount

$1,099,000

MLS 24355523

4892 Boul. de Maisonneuve O., Westmount

$3,200,000 or $v 14,500 /month 

MLS 21627643

4955 Av. de Hampton, N.D.G.

$3,195,000

MLS 22155230

663 Av. Murray Hill, Westmount

$3,195,000

MLS 17332496

485 Av. Elm, Westmount

$2,895,000

MLS 24535833

1 Av. Wood, Apt. 603, Westmount

$2,980,000

MLS 23095834
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Long John Silver, cat-model beautiful 

Oh dear, the Montreal SPCA cattery is 
full. And we are not even in July yet … 

Please consider adopting Long John 
Silver, who is available now. Once his cat-
tery cage becomes available, another cat 
can find a haven, have veterinary care and 
be set forth for a new home as well. 

Long John Silver is very handsome, with 

a face so perfect that it could be on cat-food 
tins for major brands. 

He is a very healthy six-year-old, up to 
date with his inoculations, neutered and 

microchipped. He just had a little groom-
ing trim since he has a long-haired coat, 
fresher for his tummy, as you see. 

Please refer to the Montreal SPCA web-
site at www.spca.com, then scroll to Long 
John Silver’s information page by his 
identification number, 2000263728. 

You can then plan your visit with him 
and the adoption coordinators as they are 
open every day, Monday to Friday from 3 
pm to 8 pm then Saturday and Sunday 

from 11 am to 6 pm. The shelter is located 
at 5215 Jean Talon St. West, Côte des 
Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4. 

Please bring your carrier for him to 
come home in or pick one up at their 
onsite boutique where they have a good 
variety of accessories, foods and toys. Such 
a stunning companion, he is ready now for 
adoption. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Snuff Bottles

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Pancho, true to himself 

As tiny doggies get older, we watch time 
go by and marvel at their strong personal-
ities and beautiful souls. The conversation 
often unfolds like this: 

Q: “How old is your dog?” 
A: “Ten, but he is such an active guy…” 
Pancho is this type of little fellow, lov-

ing, active, playful, companionable to other 
dogs. He is presently in a foster home for 
the Gerdy’s Rescues and Adoptions animal 
rescue group. The volunteer foster family 
reports back that he is adorable and a per-
fect companion. 

He is housetrained, a good buddy to all, 
and interested in walks and play in the 
fenced backyard. For his age and the fact 
that, at his dental consultation, all teeth 
were removed, he is a good eater. 

He is healthy, up to date with his inocu-
lations, neutered and microchipped. Enjoy-
ing the company of other dogs, he could 
join a family with another playful pooch to 
share cuddles and zoomies. 

If you would like more information on 
Pancho, please refer to the rescue’s website 

at www.gerdysrescue.org and do not hesi-
tate to write to them at their email address, 
info@gerdysrescue.org, to start a dis-
cussion about adoption and your family’s 
interest. This little guy would join your 
family happily. Please think of him. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler
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Over $75,000 in annual revenue! 
This triplex property is well located, 

renovated, and full rented. 
An excellent investment 

for the savvy buyer. 
Offered $1,290,000

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Adj Westmount 
3593-95 Decarie 
MLS #10110426

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

Introducing Customized Homecare: 
A New Era of Compassionate, 
Personalized Care in Westmount 
Beginning the process of seeking homecare for 
a loved one is never easy. It can be emotionally 
overwhelming and filled with questions and 
uncertainty. This is especially true when you’re 
trying to balance your own responsibilities 
while making sure your parent or family 
member is safe, supported, and comfortable. 

Having faced this situation with my parents, I know firsthand what a di erence 
it makes knowing your loved ones are not just looked after, but genuinely cared 
for with professionalism, kindness, and respect. 

As you navigate your options, here are three essential factors you can consider 
when choosing home care for your loved one: 
1. Personalized Care That Fits Your Family 
Your loved one is unique, and the care they receive should reflect that. Look for 
a provider that takes the time to understand their personality, preferences, and 
health needs. 

Whether your loved one requires light housekeeping, meal preparation, help 
with daily tasks, or assistance with specific medical needs, the first step is matching 
a qualified caregiver, whose personality aligns with your loved one, so they feel 
comfortable and safe. Furthermore, a flexible service, that grows and adapts as 
your loved one’s needs evolve, ensures them the right level of care – whether a 
short visit, long-term help or around-the-clock support. 
2. Caregivers Who Build Real Connections 
The best care goes beyond a checklist of tasks. Choose a provider with caregivers 
who are more than just skilled professionals – they are also compassionate 
individuals who take the time to connect. 

Whether it’s sharing a cup of tea, organizing the day together, or simply being 
present, caregivers build real relationships that bring joy, comfort, and emotional 
support to those in their care. 
3. Clear Communication and Reliable Support 
Entrusting someone with the care of a loved one is never easy. You need a team 
that stays in touch, listens to your concerns, and keeps you in the loop. Look for a 
provider who prioritizes open communication and provides regular updates. You 
should feel confident that if you have questions or need support, someone will 
be there to answer – not just with words, but with empathy and presence. 
Peace of mind for loved ones and their families 
At Customized Homecare, we take these values to heart. We are a locally owned 
and operated company with hundreds of clients across the island, and we’re proud 
to now have a new o ce in the heart of Victoria Village, right here in Westmount. 

Our mission is simple but powerful: deliver quality care rooted in compassion, 
while building meaningful connections between caregivers and families. 

That’s one of the reasons I joined Customized Homecare. And it’s why I’m so 
happy to be returning to Westmount, where I first began my career in Montreal, 
to o er families more options for keeping their parents at home. Whether your 
loved one su ers from dementia or an age-related health condition, our team of 
compassionate caregivers is equipped to support the full range of your needs. 
And often, the earlier you can bring a caregiver into the home, the better. Our 
caregivers are often the first to notice subtle changes in health or behaviour, 
providing an extra layer of security and reassurance for the whole family. 

As we settle into our new Westmount location, I invite you to 
discover how we can provide the personalized, compassionate 

care your family deserves. After all, when it comes to homecare, 
it’s not just about what you do – it’s about how you make 
people feel. 

Customized Homecare is more than a service. It’s a promise. 
Call me today for an in-home assessment and let’s talk about 

how we can make sure your loved ones stay where they’re 
happiest – at home. 

Fay Hinkson 
fay.hinkson@customizedhomecare.ca 

Tel: 438.874.5649 
customizedhomecare.ca

Ascension Church marks 40th 
anniversary of pastor’s ordination 
By Martin C. Barry 

Parishioners at Ascension of Our Lord 
Church on Sherbrooke St. at Clarke held a 
short reception following 10:30 am mass 
May 25 to mark the 40th anniversary of the 
ordination of their pastor, Father Lawrence 
Mac Eachen. 

Originally from Nova Scotia, Fr. Mac 
Eachen was ordained in 1985. 

Since then, he has served as pastor at 
several Montreal-area Catholic churches, 
including Saint Patrick’s Basilica down-
town, Our Lady of the Annunciation Parish 
in Town of Mount Royal, St. Malachy’s 
Church in Snowdon and Ascension of Our 
Lord since 2015. 

In a tribute to Mac Eachen delivered at 
the end of the service by former church 
warden Don Taddeo, Taddeo noted that 
Mac Eachen is renowned for his generosity 
when helping others. 

He “cannot say no,” said Taddeo. 
However, Fr. Mac Eachen is also known 

for his frugality when it concerns un -
necessary spending – “like overheating the 
church, keeping all the lights on” after 
mass. 

On the other hand, Taddeo continued, 
“let’s be thankful for the Scottish hand that 
only signs for expenses considered abso-
lutely essential.” He said Fr. Mac Eachen 
oversees the parish finances “the way we 
wish Quebec and Canada’s treasury boards 
would control how our tax dollars are 
spent.” 

Fundraising successes 

Taddeo credited Mac Eachen as having 
been the driving force that succeeded in 
obtaining a $385,000 grant from the Que-
bec government in 2018 to help carry out 
important restoration work on the church’s 
bell tower. 

This in turn led to an additional $1.3 
million being raised from parishioners to 
complete restoration of the interior as well 
as the organ. 

“Fr. Mac Eachen, to say we like you is 
an understatement,” Taddeo said. “The fact 
is we love you, we appreciate you and have 
boundless admiration for what you have 
brought to Ascension, and more impor-
tantly, for how you have fulfilled your 
priestly mission these last 40 years.” 

See photo on p. 1.

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles



16 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – May 27, 2025



May 27, 2025 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 17

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

WHA lecture focuses on Fellowes team of local home builders 
By Martin C. Barry 

As a father-son team from 1922 to 1955, 
John Baker Fellowes and Norton Alexander 
Fellowes designed and built nearly 50 
homes in Westmount, ranging from tradi-
tional residences of quarried stone to mid-
century modern split-levels and bunga-
lows. 

With a house-building portfolio as ex -
tensive as that, it should come as no sur-
prise that a good number of those attend-
ing a Westmount Historical Association 

lecture at the public library on April 17 were 
current owners of homes built by the Fel-
lowes. 

Arrival in Canada 

John Baker Fellowes arrived in Canada 
in 1892 in his early 20s. After first appren-
ticing to a photographer, he established a 
career as a developer and contractor. In 
1924, he was joined in his work by his son 
Norton Alexander Fellowes, who trained 
as an architect at McGill University. 

They are credited as having erected 
Westmount’s first all-concrete house in the 
late 1940s – which was considered a revol-
utionary innovation in Westmount at the 
time. They also built homes in other areas 
of Montreal, including Hampstead, Outre-
mont and Town of Mount Royal. 

Lucy Fellowes, former curator at the 
Cooper-Hewitt National Design Museum 
at the Smithsonian Institution in Manhat-
tan, who is the daughter of the younger 
Fellowes, shared some of her knowledge 
on her father’s and grandfather’s architec-
tural impact in Westmount. 

From the early 20th century on, the Fel-
lowes collaborated on the design and con-
struction of houses (some being very dis-
tinctive) on The Boulevard, as well as on 
Forden, Argyle, Sunnyside, Lansdowne 
and Willow avenues, with home construc-
tion on these streets often representing 
phases in their careers in local property 
development. 

From stone to modernity 

While the houses from the earlier era 
were notable for their generous use of 
stone with a traditional design, traces of 
early modern were emerging by the late 
1930s when a single-family house was built 
at 42 Belvedere Rd. that combined tradi-
tional stone with a modern and more lin-
ear design. 

Lucy Fellowes was raised in a modern 
design home built by her father in the late 
1940s at 589 Lansdowne Ave. She said that 

living in the house was a significant factor 
in her decision to pursue a career in archi-
tectural and decorative design. 

During a question period, she was ask -
ed whether she had anything to say regard-
ing the Smithsonian Institution, which 
was the target in March of an executive 
order from US president Donald Trump, 
who demanded the network of museums 
make changes complying to his vision of 
US society. 

“Please don’t,” she replied when an at -
tendee wanted to quote a recent article in 
The New Yorker that maintained Trump 
was taking aim at history at the Smithso-
nian. 

She said she was lucky enough to have 
been at the Smithsonian “in a terrific era” 
when Sidney Dillon Ripley was in charge. 
“I was just lucky to be there at a very good 

time,” added Fellowes, who divides her 
time between homes in Westmount and 
Manhattan.

In a lecture to WHA members on April 17, Lucy 
Fellowes, former curator at the Cooper-Hewitt 
National Design Museum at the Smithsonian 
Institution in Manhattan, offered her knowledge 
and views on her father’s and grandfather’s 
impact on house-building in Westmount.

This home on Willow Ave., believed to be the first concrete house in Westmount, is an example of 
mid-century modern created by Norton Alexander Fellowes.
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Westmount area students raise voices on climate 

By Ralph Thompson 

Westmount streets were briefly taken 
over May 9 beginning at around 9:30 am 
by hundreds of energetic and vocal stu-
dents in a march followed by political 
demands that they named “Rising Voices: 
A Climate call to Action.” 

St George’s School has led this climate 
initiative and united neighbouring institu-
tions. It is now in its third year. 

Bright, bubbling children emerged one 
after the other from St. George’s School, 
The Study, Roslyn, ECS, Trafalgar, Villa 
Maria, The Priory and St. Léon de West-

mount and united under overcast skies 
and light drizzle to choruses of “Heigh ho, 
heigh ho – pollution got to go” and “What 
do we want? Climate justice now.” 

They proceeded along The Boulevard, 
flanked by police cars and teachers, down 
Belmont Ave. and across to King George 
(Murray Hill) Park for a number of speeches 
and demands for Westmount and beyond. 

Unfortunately, the expected dignitaries 
– Jennifer Maccarone, provincial legislator 
for Westmount-St. Louis; Anna Gainey, 
MP for NDG-Westmount and Christina 
Smith, mayor of Westmount – were not 
present. They had sent apologies, accord-

ing to a later announcement. 

Speeches demand change 

Undeterred, young delegates from the 
schools stood up in front of the gathering 
and made their points and proposals for 
action forcefully and confidently. Requests 
included: 

mandatory environmental education in •
schools, 
a bike path along The Boulevard so kids •
can bicycle safely to school (a request 
also made to Mayor Smith last year), 
phasing out plastics, micro plastics, •
single-use packaging and plastic straws 

(the city of Montreal is further ahead on 
this than Westmount, according to one 
speaker), 
plant more trees, especially close to cities •
and beside the highways, and create 
green belts. 
The pupils were welcomed to the park 

at around 10:30 am by Andrea McIntyre 
and Laura Officer of St. George’s elemen-
tary and the assembly terminated just 
before 11 am. 

The enthusiasm, energy and positivity 
from all in attendance was palpable.

Students from eight schools in Westmount and adjoining Montreal march along The Boulevard.

The natural amphitheatre of King George (Murray Hill) Park filled up with soggy students and teachers.
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The Study students, from left, Zoe, Jessica and Normandie requested mandatory classes in schools on climate.

St. George’s students Jacqueline (left) presented staggering facts about the costs to 
our climate of fast fashion while Sophie talked about their follow-up with the city on 
the request for a cycle path on the Boulevard, demanding more precise dates.

Keila (left) and Jude from Roslyn School talked about the use of plastics, micro-plastics, 
single-use packaging and plastic straws.

ECS students from left, Abbey, Caroline and Sydney spoke about the need for more trees and green belts closer 
to cities and beside highways.

Runaway MGH patient in crisis 
found in time by police 
By Jennifer Ball 

On May 24, in the early afternoon, the Inde-
pendent spoke to two police officers on the corner 
of Holton Ave. and Wood Ave. who were trying 
to apprehend a patient who had run away from 
the Montreal General Hospital. According to the 
police, he was running through the streets and 
backyards of east Westmount dressed in only his 
underpants. 

On May 24, Jean-Pierre Brabant, who is a 
spokesman for the Montreal police, told the Inde-
pendent, “It was somebody who has mental issues 
and we [were] looking around to find him.” 

On May 25, Brabant added, “The man was 
found by police officers not far from Alexis Nihon 
shopping mall and he was brought back to the 
hospital… 

“He was okay and no one was injured. It was 
just that there was a question of looking for him 

as soon as possible because he was just in his 
underwear… He was not a threat to anyone, more 
to himself.” 

Brabant said the man was intercepted by the 
police at approximately 4 pm.

High wind brings down at least 
two large branches 

Damage was reported to at least two cars hit 
by large branches in heavy winds late in the after-
noon May 16, according to Public Security offi-
cials. One of the cases involved a large branch 
from a city tree at Côte St. Antoine and Victoria, 
which smashed the back window of a white 
Honda. Its owner was located and advised to 
report the damage to the city’s Legal Affairs 
department. 

The other incident involved a large tree on 
private property at 4-6 Parkman Place.



Museums shouldn’t hide Paul Kane’s works, says MacLaren 
By Martin C. Barry 

“History is so full of distortions and 
omissions that dealing in the truth seems 
like a breach of etiquette,” says Canadian 
historian Ian MacLaren, paraphrasing Am -
erican writer Marilynne Robinson from 
one of her most recent books. 

MacLaren, a Westmounter since 2018 
after retiring from the University of Al -
berta, was at the Westmount Public Library 
on May 14 to give a lecture on 19th century 
Canadian painter and sketch artist Paul 
Kane. 

Kane is the subject of MacLaren’s four-
volume work, Paul Kane’s Travels in In dige -
n ous North America (McGill-Queen’s Uni-
versity Press). 

Paul Kane (1810-1871) was born in Ire-
land, although he was raised in Toronto 
(known in early 19th century Upper Can -
ada as “York”). On two voyages he took 
through Canada’s northwest from 1845 to 
1848, he produced some of the first visual 
records of native peoples living in western 
Canada. 

Sketches then painting of natives 

Field sketches Kane drew during his 
travels eventually became the basis for 
more than a hundred oil paintings he cre-
ated in a studio after returning to York. 

Although his sketches were not highly 

valued in his day compared to the paint-
ings, they came to be regarded as the stan-
dard to which native visual imagery would 
be measured until the advent of photo -
graphy. 

However, there is a longstanding con-

troversy over the historical veracity of 
Kane’s work, as he is known to have embel-
lished upon the relative accuracy of the 
sketches by introducing dramatic flour-
ishes to the paintings. 

As Kane had a limited education and 
never learned to write properly, questions 
have also been raised about the authentic-
ity of some published works attributed to 
him. 

“It’s impossible to imagine that he 
didn’t get an awful lot of help,” said Mac -
Laren, noting that the only field records 
Kane left behind are a few crudely scrib -
bled notebook pages. 

Who wrote Kane’s material? 

By the 1850s, according to MacLaren, 
ostensibly scientific writings attributed to 
Kane were being presented before the 
Canadian Institute. “But they weren’t writ -
ten by Kane,” he insisted, adding that Kane 
“was clothed in the veneer of a man of 
science by this point.” 

While the Royal Ontario Museum pre-
viously showcased Kane’s works – and gen-
erations of school children often made 
field trips to the ROM to view them – most 
of his output was removed from public dis-
play after 2022. 

“They’re not politically correct,” Mac -
Laren said of Kane’s canvases and sketches, 
while adding, “I don’t know if you know 

how toxic identity politics is at museums 
these days.” 

He suggested that Kane’s works should-
n’t be hidden in a vault, but rather “get 
them out and invite communities to come 
in” and engage in dialogue “and see what 
comes of it. I think a public museum ought 
to be doing that.”
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Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? 

Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Housekeeping/Housesitting 

Regular Residential Cleaning Services and House Sitting for 
travelers, damage insurance $2,000,000, some availability, pro-
fessional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673. 

Garden/Yard work 

Garden cleaning, Leaves, Weeding, Mulch, Yard Cleanup. Call 
Vince at 514-294-5562. 

For Sale in Jerusalem 

Exceptional Single Family Home, 8 bedrooms and private garden. 
Exclusive area walking distance to Old City, all major hotels and 
all amenities. Contact Gross Realty, Call: +1-972-509290770 or 
email chayagross770@gmail.com. 

For Sale 

3 tall IKEA bookcases $15 each. Call Ann 514-937-3682. 

Barista Lessons 

Brew like a pro! Book a personalized coffee lesson or host an 
event that could be the buzz of the town with Dylan Wu – barista 
champion & educator www.dylanwu.ca 418-929-8333.

Former University of Alberta historian Ian 
MacLaren delivered a lecture on 19th century 
Canadian painter and sketch artist Paul Kane at 
the Westmount Public Library on May 14.

LIZ art auction to benefit Montreal Children’s Hospital 
By Martin C. Barry 

Management at the LIZ retirement 
apartments on de Maisonneuve at Clare-
mont just west of Westmount held a 
launch on May 8 for a permanent 
installation of residents’ artwork with 
a vernissage of colourful paintings 
created by a woman who only became 
aware of the extent of her talent later 
in life. 

Mel Squires, a LIZ resident who 
invited the Independent to the event, 
described Maxine Bloom’s works as 
“exceptional so much so that it was 
suggested to her she should offer 
her works for sale.” 

However, because Bloom has al-
ways been community minded, she 
contacted the Montreal Children’s 
Hospital Foundation, who are head-
quartered in the LIZ building, and 
the foundation arranged to hold a si-
lent auction for her paintings, with 
all financial proceeds going to pedi-
atric oncology research at the 
Children’s. 

“All the funds will go to the foun-

dation, and every month we will be expos-
ing the works of different residents,” said 
Olivier Tibika, general manager at the LIZ. 
The silent auction continues in the lobby 
until June 5 and purchasers will be issued 

tax receipts. 
Bloom decided to take up art 10 to 15 

years ago when a friend who was an art 
teacher needed an extra student to fill her 
class. She volunteered to join after being 

told she wouldn’t have to draw 
straight lines. “And I still cannot draw 
a straight line,” she admitted in an 
interview. 

She said her work “is all intuitive” 
and that she never received any formal 
training. 

“But as I’m working, there are 
layers and layers and layers of paper 
and I print. I do my own mono print -
ing and find images that I like.” 

Occasionally she draws and some -
t imes also includes script. Twenty of 
her works were included in the ex-
hibition, although she acknowledged 
“I have lots more.” 

While the residence is on the NDG 
side of Claremont, many of LIZ’s 
residents are former Westmounters. 
A former Westmounter herself, Bloom 
grew up in Snowdon and has also 
lived in Côte St. Luc and Dollard des 
Ormeaux on the West Island.

LIZ resident Maxine Bloom is seen here on May 8 in the foyer 
of the residence, where a vernissage of her works, with a silent 
auction for the Montreal Children’s Hospital, launched a per-
manent exhibition or artworks by other LIZ residents.
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My Big Fat Greek Fundraiser #5 continues the perfection 

The day could not have been more per-
fect. As the spring-into-instant-summer 
dusk fell, My Big Fat Greek Fundraiser #5 
took place on a fabulously warm eve. 
Guests actually dined outdoors! 

Sold-out months in advance, the much-
anticipated Milos event was co-hosted by 
Linda Smith and Andrew Hops. 

Dress code? Sequins. One-shoulder 
dresses. Rhinestone cowboy boots. Short 
and chic. Barbie pinks. Trendy trouser suits 
(tulip red, white and – of course – black). 
Oh, and iconic initialled bags. 

Speaking of bags, the Milos guest gift 
of My Sister’s Extra Olive Oil was wrapped 
in back-to-basics burlap. 

Arriving Porsches, Jaguars and Mer-
cedes were quickly valet parked and the red 
carpet was walked by stylish supporters of 
the Miriam Foundation. 

Seen arriving were Marie-Josée Coutu 
and Michel Nadeau and Miriam Founda-

tion board members Sylvie Coutu, with 
Joël Paquin, and Nick Meti. 

Miriam Foundation CEO Warren 

Green stone welcomed all as they donned 
fun disco bracelets. 

Art for the silent auction was donated 

by Corinne Asseraf, Galerie 203. 
Noted enjoying the 

evening were Lise Wat-

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Marco Mr. Tam Tam surrounded by one of the event’s  dancers, Andrew Hops, Linda Smith and Corinne Asseraf.

investments with style.
e . Our gold necklaces ar.

In a world of ups and downs, gold

yittuntpoop
ENLDGO

r

holds steady

design featuring brilliant cut diamonds
chiveHandmade solid 18k golden necklaces, art deco and our Ar

Y  ST E  J E W E L L E RA S S I O N AP

ossmann · Schwarz Etienne · GeralMoritz Gr
Patek Philippe · Parmigiani Fleurier

eet · 514.848.0595 · Kescent Str2195 Cr

I N C E  1 9 5 4

ent Ferrierd Charles · Laur
nold & Sonr · Ar

KaufmanndeSuisse.ca

continued on p. 22
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Andy Dodge & Associates 
Real Estate Research & Analysis

102 Sheraton Drive Montreal West, QC H4X 1N4 

Tel: 514-482-8560 www.andydodgeassociates.com 
andy@andydodgeassociates.com

Individual studies and data 
about Westmount real estate

ier and Ronald Dobrin, Sonia Benezra, 
Daria Pyrzanowska and Daniel Assouline, 
brothers Derek and Richard Stern, doctors 
Teanoosh Zadeh and Terry Smith, Rose-
mary and Frank Niro, Betty and Joe Nezri, 
Lauren and Mitch Adler, Therese and 
Michael Brownstein, Helen and Stanley 
Cons, Gloria and Marc Kakon, Rozlyn 
Druckman and Peter Beral, Liza Kaufman 
and her husband Paul Ostroff and 
daughter Alfee Kaufman Garbarino, Tania 
and Robert Itzcovitz, Tania and Philip 
Kakon, Lola and Albert Kakon, Angie Tyler, 
Lysa Lash Hornstein, Sandra Levy, Nilly 
and Albert Levy, Sam and Terry Mintzberg, 
Brouria Schreter, Jordan Schachter, Janet 
and Jeff Solomon, Kirsty and Derek Stern, 
Richard Stern, Lori Pesner Victor, and Roz 
Wiener and Sam Hops. 

Present from the Miriam Foundation 
were Geneviève Prévost, director develop-
ment; Sarah Pinchevsky, project coordina-
tor, and Noah Josephson, events and fund-
raising. 

During the cocktail reception entertain-
ment was by Shaharah and fabulous musi-
cians. The dynamic team included per-
cussionist-drummer Marco Mr. Tam Tam 
and DJ Yo-C, who ensured the dance floor 
was packed. 

As always, Milos did not disappoint. Liv-
ing up to its international renown, the 
estiatorio served mouth-watering seafood 
and its famous lamb. 

Massive balloons donated by Haute Bal-
lons added to the vibrant vibe of the night 
as stilettos pranced alongside sneakers. A 
record amount was raised to support the 
Miriam Foundation. 

Celebrating over 50 years, it is the lar-
gest organization in Quebec dedicated to 
funding services to support people of all 
ages with autism and/or intellectual dis-
abilities, as well as their families and loved 
ones. 

PS. Don’t miss Miriam Golf Tournament, 
Golf St. Raphael. August 11. Miriamfound 
ation.ca.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 21

Linda Smith, Andrew Hops and Terry Smith. Warren Greenstone flanked by Marie-Josée Coutu and Sylvie Coutu.

Lauren and Mitch Adler. Liza Kaufman and 
Alfee Kaufman Garbarino.

Rosemary and Frank Niro. Daniel Assouline and 
Daria Pyrzanowska.

Brouria Schreter, Betty Nezri, Therese Brownstein and Joe Nezri. Shaharah Sinclair.
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Montreal
1448 Sherbrooke Street West
514.284.9339

p
Painted in 1966 
Oil on canvas
20 x 20 in (50.8 x 50.8 cm)
$85,000 
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

Westmount
629 MURRAY HILL AV.

LET US DO THE SAME FOR YOU!

Westmount
25 BELLEVUE AV.

*SOURCE: SINGLE/FAMILY HOME IN WESTMOUNT SOLD ON MLS, 2025 *SOURCE: RESIDENTIAL CONDOMINIUM/APARTMENT SOLD IN WESTMOUNT ON MLS, 2025

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 16C

3RD 
RECORD

SALE*

Westmount
1 WOOD AV., APT. 1501

*SOURCE: RESIDENTIAL CONDO/APARTMENT IN WESTMOUNT SOLD ON MLS, 2025

1st
RECORD

SALE*

2nd
RECORD

SALE*

SOLD


