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Merchants’ sidewalk festival June 7 

Greene event to feature 
antique car show, evening music 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The annual spring festival of the 
 Quartier Greene merchants takes place 
this Saturday with a rain date on the 
 Sunday if required. As a result, the entire 
commercial stretch (Sherbrooke to St. 
Catherine) is to be closed to traffic from 9 
am to 5 pm. However, the block north of 
de Maisonneuve, where several restaurants 

are located, will remain closed until 9:30 
pm. 

A feature of the Greene attractions is an 
antique car show from 10 am to 4:30 pm 
featuring models 25 years and older. 

Along with this are sales and promo-
tions from artists John Bailey and Cather-
ine Benny (10 am to 5 pm) as well as 
children’s book authors 
Judith Henderson and continued on p. 16

Final vote slated for September 8 

Pros & cons voiced 
at overflow meeting 
on southeast draft by-laws 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A special council meeting May 27 
attracted an overflow audience at which 
notice of motion was presented regarding 
draft by-laws specifically described as “a 
procedural step” in the city’s proposed 
Special Planning Program (SPP) for south-
east development. This long-discussed pro-
ject has had several iterations dating back 
to 2017. 

The area in question is southeast of 
Greene village and centres on the two 
Tupper parking lots owned by the city, as 
well as private lots – empty and built up – 
on St. Catherine between Atwater Ave. and 

Wood Ave. 
“This is not the final adoption and it 

does not move any project forward at this 
stage,” Mayor Christina Smith clarified in 
opening the session. “The most important 
aspect of the SPP is that it enables a struc-
tured and transparent process for planning 
and consultation.” 

Some of the many questioners wanted 
to know, however, how the city would pay 
off the project’s infrastructure needs such 
as a “huge” investment in the Hydro West-
mount network to service new buildings. 
Also, what demographic studies had been 
carried out? 

Many of the varying 

Unity Boys’ Club members unite 

Former members of the Unity Boys’ Club are seen here gathered for a reunion on May 18 on the 
front steps of Centre Greene, whose building used to house the club. Many members lived on or 
near Selby St., which has since been demolished. It was located between the CP railway tracks and 
St. Antoine St. See p. 20 for story. Photo: Martin C. Barry.continued on p. 12
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FULLY RENOVATED 4-BED CONDO

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce | 4961 Av. Randall | $895,000 Westmount | 531 Av. Lansdowne | $1,750,000

NEW LISTING

ELEGANT 4+ BED FAMILY HOME

Westmount | 50-52 Av. Columbia 
$1,550,000 

Quartier des Spectacles | 350 Boul. De 
Maisonneuve O., apt. 2005 | $699,000 

Westmount | 285 Av. Clarke, apt. 101 
$1,150,000 

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce 
3480 Av. Prud'homme | $2,100/mo

CHARMING DUPLEX ON CUL-DE-SAC 

PERFECTLY LOCATED 2-BED LOWER DUPLEX IN GREAT AREA 

Golden Square Mile | 1321 Rue Sherbrooke 
O., apt. D-111 | $799,000 

SPACIOUS 2-BED IN LE CHÂTEAU 

Westmount | 208 Ch. de la Côte-St-Antoine 
$1,595,000 

TIMELESS CHARM & ENDLESS POTENTIAL BRIGHT & SPACIOUS CONDO 

Golden Square Mile | 1455 Rue Sherbrooke 
O., apt. 512 | $549,000 

BRIGHT 1+1 BEDROOM 

Westmount | 62 Av. Columbia 
$4,500/mo 

SPECTACULAR 3-BED, 2-BATH UNIT 

FEATURED RENTAL

FEATURED FEATURED NEW PRICE

RENTALFEATURED

FEATURED

NEW LISTING



Delivery truck knocks over lamp pole 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A delivery truck on Greene knocked 
over a lamp post while passing the north-
west corner onto de Maisonneuve May 26 
at 9:59 am, Public Security officials said. It 
was reported to be a difficult corner for a 
large truck to manoeuvre given bollards in -
stalled around a temporary construction 
site. Public Works was called to remove a 
bollard. 

Water found coming 
through pavement 
on Tupper 

A Public Security patroller noticed water 
coming through the street May 25 outside 
4040 Tupper St., department officials said. 
Public Works was called to assess the situ-
ation but decided to put off repairs until 
the next day since the water was not found 
to be impeding traffic. The area is at the 
Tupper parking lots. 

Car hits side 
of Glen tunnel 

A Public Security patroller noticed flash-
ing lights from the Glen Rd. tunnel under 
the railways tracks May 22 at 9:44 pm and 
found firefighters on the scene, officials 
said. A car was reported to have jumped 
over the sidewalk and hit the side of the 
tunnel. Traffic was blocked and the driver 
was transported to hospital by Urgences 
Santé though reasons were not reported.
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jillprevost.com R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R 514.591.0804 Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

JILL PRÉVOST

FEATURED PROPERTIES FOR SALE

32 MAIN ST. 
$2,295,000 | MLS 26874760 

3.5 acres, waterfront 
development potential!

HUDSON

365 CH. DU LAC-MORENCY 
$699,000 | MLS 20802411 

JUST LISTED! 3+3 bdrm, 3 bath. 
1 hr from Mtl. WOW!

SAINT-HIPPOLYTE

99 2e RUE 
$599,000 | MLS 19125970 
Log home on a corner lot 

on the canals!

SAINT-ZOTIQUE

3455 DRUMMOND #508 
$499,000 | MLS 20981960 
2 bdrm, 2 bath to renovate. 
6 MO’S NO CONDO FEES!

DOWNTOWN

Cyclists, pedestrians urged 
to watch out at construction sites 
By Laureen Sweeney 

As worksites gear up ahead of the 
annual summer break in the construction 
industry starting July 20, pedestrians, cyc-
lists and motorists are being urged by Pub-
lic Security officials to be especially vigilant 
around construction sites where large 
equipment, material and activity may 
hinder or reduce passage in the rush up to 
the holiday. 

“We’re closely monitoring bike paths 
and parking hours,” director Greg McBain 
said last week. 

The mandatory summer break in the 
Quebec construction industry takes place 
this year between July 20 and August 2. 

Family Day cancelled 
The city’s Family Day event in West-

mount, scheduled for May 31, was can-
celled due to rain.

Clarification 

SCAOPI, southeast 
are different things 

Last week (p. 8), we wrote “While 
conforming to the criteria of the city’s 
Southeast’s Special Planning Project 
(SPP), individual new buildings would 
be subject to the city’s SCAOPI by-law, 
according to Tom Flies, senior director, 
project management and land use.” 

While this sentence is correct, it does 
not perfectly capture Tom Flies’ point, 
nor what the city is trying to do in the 
southeast, namely create a raft of new 
zoning regulations. If the new regula-
tions are passed, all proposed buildings 
in the southeast will have to comply 
with these proposed rules, many of 
which are looser than the existing ones. 

On the other hand, SCAOPI (spe-
cific construction, alteration or occu-
pancy proposal for an immovable) is a 
separate by-law and process, which 
already exists and which allows any land 
owner anywhere in the city to apply for 
an exception to existing zoning/build-
ing rules. SCAOPI will still be open to 
southeast landowners if the new south-
east rules are passed, but it has no close 
connection with those proposed rules. 
– DP.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Buy a classified in the 

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally
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WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 corner Grosvenor

• All services maintain your warranty 
• Pick-up/drop-off available 

514-932-1554
BEST 

SERVICE 
AWARD

(in addition to all work on 
all models of traditional vehicles) 

We service all aspects 
of ELECTRIC cars.

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

Guest column 

More city bureaucracy has not meant 
more infrastructure investment 
By Peter Trent 

Dear reader: in writing these columns, 
I am accused of weakening the quality of 
public dialogue. You have been warned. 
Caveat lector. 

The 13th of May (p. 6), I reported that 
Westmount’s 2014-2024 financial state-
ments reveal that the city has allowed the 
number of their civil servants to increase 
by 24 percent over the last seven years – 
when compared to a previous steady-state 
condition. (The financial statements con-
vert temporary/part-time positions into 
full-time equivalents.) 

Meanwhile, there was no increase in 
pop ulation or improvement in services. 
That’s not all. The number of managers 
has increased by 35 percent. And the cost 
of this overstaffing will be very roughly $7 
million a year. Every year. 

Was this increase in staffing justified 
by an equivalent increase in infrastructure 
investment? No. 

The financial statements showed that 
there has been less, not more, such invest-
ment in constant dollars. Furthermore, the 
financial statements indicated we are head-
ing for a net debt position. And, in con-
clusion, I suggested that, rather than only 
borrowing to avoid above-inflationary tax 
increases, we should cut costs first, starting 
with the bureaucracy. 

Gallery pens open letter 

The week after this column on finan-
cial/administrative matters appeared, I 
found myself the recipient of an “open 
letter.” It was not from the mayor or from 
the commissioner of finance, but from the 
commissioner of recreation and parks, 
Mary Gallery. It shed no real light on why 
Westmount had to hire all these new 
bureaucrats. 

But I did get scolded for my pains. 
I wrote my column, it appears, “to ad -

vance a personal narrative [that] not only 
disrespects the efforts of our dedicated 
staff but also weakens the quality of public 
dialogue…” 

Hmmm. I have, except for a couple of 
letters to the editor, held my tongue over 
the last seven years. I decided to break this 
relative silence in a column on January 21 
(p. 4), it being the start of Westmount’s 
election year. 

My May 13 column was precipitated by 
the release of the city’s 2024 financial state-
ments, something for which I suspect few 
Westmounters have the stomach to per -
use. I thought the electorate should know 
just how bloated and costly our bureau-
cracy has become. But, according to the 
“open letter,” even in election years, former 
mayors should be seen and not heard 
from. 

Peart welcomes input, does not explain 
bureaucracy increase 

The next week, in another councillor’s 
piece, the shoot-the-messenger flavour of 
the “open letter” was absent. The commis-
sioner of (inter alia) infrastructure, Conrad 
Peart assured the reader that he welcomed 
input from this former mayor and pro-
ceeded to treat everyone with a fact-filled 
column. 

Unfortunately, except for the line “And, 
yes, staffing levels have grown – that 
deserves a closer look…,” he did not answer 
my question as to why we have hired so 
many new employees, which was at the 
heart of my May column. 

Councillor Peart’s graph on roadwork 
did, however, confirm the fact that, even 
though the “Trent” council publicly 
admitted back in 2015 that we had a serious 
infrastructure deficit in our road network, 
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we were already doing something about it. 
The director general at the time, with-

out increasing overall headcount, re-organ-
ized Public Works to handle “this massive 
increase in workload” by hiring seven 
engineers and technicians to oversee, 
chiefly, road infrastructure contracts. 

2017 was a peak in investment 

Councillor Peart’s own figures show 
that, in today’s dollars, we managed to 
invest $12 million on roads in 2017, an 
achievement not equalled since. In fact, 
2024 was almost the worst year of the post-
2017 years, with only $6.5 million spent on 
roads – in spite of (or because of?) West-
mount’s now-bloated bureaucracy. 

The average of roadwork actually done 
and not just hoped-for was roughly $7.5 
million a year. 

Given this feeble performance over the 
last seven years, it is the last two councils 
who are answerable for our increasingly-
embarrassing road network. 

But infrastructure encompasses more 
than just roads. Councillor Peart mentions 
an infrastructure “funding gap” of $22 mil-
lion. 

A return to normal staffing levels could 
cut that gap by one-third. I have no diffi-
culty with borrowing some of the re maind -
er if earmarked to improve the deplorable 
state of our roads. 

One day, we will have caught up and the 
debt paid off. And I was heartened to read 
that Councillor Peart feels we should 
steadily reduce our dependence on borrow-
ing by improving our pay-as-you-go capa-
city over time. 

I do, however, have an insurmountable 
problem with the fact, we are also going 
into debt, indirectly, to finance this un -
needed growth in the city’s bureaucracy. 
The $7-million yearly payroll for this extra 
staff would otherwise have been used (as 
in the past) to pay for infrastructure invest-
ment. 

If nothing is done by the incoming 
council in November, taxpayers will be 
saddled with that unneeded bureaucratic 
cost well into the future. 

Peter F. Trent is a former mayor of 
Westmount. He was in off ice from 

1991 to 2001 and from 2009 to 2017.

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve the 

right to choose and edit them. Please limit 
to 300 words and submit before Friday 
10 am to be considered for publication 

the following week. 
email us at: 

editor@westmountindependent.com
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Westmount rentals 
available now or July 1st  

rent includes 
- kitchen appliances
- washer and dryer
- heating and hot water

building amenities 

- two-bedroom rentals for $2 595 and $2 665
- three-bedroom rentals for $2 995 and $3 495

- fitness suite
- outdoor pool
- sauna

- indoor parking
- yoga studio
- doorman

schedule your 
visit today

1-514-525-8777
montreal@akelius.ca
akeliusmontreal.ca

Police Report 

Station 12 police re-double 
their anti-shoplifting efforts 
By Martin C. Barry 

Police at Station 12 on Stanton St. are 
stepping up their efforts against shoplift-
ing in light of a surge of brazen thefts in 
recent months at higher-end Westmount 
fashion boutiques, which are increasingly 
being targeted. 

The move comes, according to Station 
12 community relations officer Cst. Mike 
Yigit, after management at the Lululemon 
boutique on Sherbrooke St. reached out to 
Station 12 to complain they’d been targeted 
once too often. 

“They get a lot of thefts,” said Yigit. “Es -
pecially at the high-end stores, people just 
walk in, grab clothes and walk out.” 

He said the call galvanized the station’s 
staff into establishing a comprehensive 
system for merchants to report all shop-
lifting and theft incidents, which was not 
necessarily the case before. 

“What happens with a lot of store own -
ers is that they don’t report these things to 
the police,” he said, noting that Station 12 
hadn’t previously been tracking the phe-
nomenon statistically. 

“We are encouraging store owners to 
call 9-1-1 and report it,” he said. 

Among other things, comprehensive 
incident reporting will open the way to 
more elaborate investigations, to uncover 
whether the shoplifters are lone perpetra-
tors, or people operating in gangs with con-
nections to organized crime. 

Law enforcement officials report that 
shoplifting (organized retail theft) has 
become more sophisticated, with groups 
of individuals working collaboratively to 
steal large quantities of merchandise to be 
re-sold through online auction sites and e-
commerce marketplaces. 

Would-be thief tries car doors 

Some security-conscious Westmount -
ers sent a video web link to Station 12 
recently after recording a suspect on secur-
ity cameras as he was making his way 
through a back alley checking car doors 
while apparently trying to get in. 

“He wasn’t able to get into any of the 
cars, but he was seen going to at least four 
cars to check the pas-
senger door, driver door, continued on p. 26



Remember the Golden Rule, 
effect of words 

I’d like to express my support for city 
council and Councillor Gallery (May 20, p. 
7) for not sitting idly by while people on 
the sidelines constantly try to disrupt 
things and bring them down with their 
own obvious motivations. I’d like to believe 
that literacy and critical thinking have only 
improved post pandemic, but toxic behav-
iour has only become worse. 

It’s very sobering when you see that 
your words have an impact on the people 
in the real world and what you say has 
effects beyond being printed on paper. 
When attending a Montreal agglomeration 
council meeting and seeing Valérie Plante 
in person, it almost felt surreal that some-
one who has received so much harassment 
was standing right before me, and the 
same goes for our mayor and council here 
in Westmount. 

The motto that I was always taught 
grow ing up was to treat others how you 
want to be treated and while that can 
include criticism, don’t pretend as if you 
are infallible. 

It’s easy to criticize from the sidelines, 
but that doesn’t mean people should just 
take it. An open dialogue needs to come 
from both sides and if it continues to 
devolve, I worry about what comes next as 
standing up to what is effectively bullying 

should never be questioned regardless of 
the context. We all want things to improve, 
but pointing fingers takes up valuable time 
that could be better spent listening to one 
another. Have some compassion. 

Jessica Winton, Roslyn Ave. 

When you complain, 
arrive with a solution 

I have followed the exchange of letters, 
the public tirades and the shenanigans sur-
rounding the issues relating to the south-
east development, the infrastructure, the 
city administration [senior unelected 
employees], et cetera. 

I was elected councillor when Peter 
Trent became mayor and served three 
terms as councillor for District 3 [1991-
2001], two of which included Karin Marks 
[as a fellow councillor, before she was 
mayor]. 

Since then, I have continued being 
involved with the city and in touch with 
both the councillors and the administra-
tion. I will always have a great deal of re -
spect for the individuals who have serv ed, 
and are serving, Westmount as elected offi-
cials, as management or as blue-collar 
workers. They are people who come to 
work daily with dedication, integrity and 
loyalty. 

The personal attacks, the criticisms, the 
allegations, the invectives with their fac-
tional echo chambers, the Iago whispers 
and the NIMBY agendas thinly veiled by 
the internet are nothing but divisive and 
counterproductive. 

They do not belong in Westmount. 
The city depends on its residents as 

much as they depend on it and there was 
a time when the Westmount citizens’ re -
sponsibility did not stop at paying city 
taxes, and when Westmount employees’ 
work did not stop at 5 pm. There was a 
time when people volunteered instead of 
clamouring for more services, when griev-
ances were brought to city hall in person 
and when [former director general] Bruce 

St. Louis would greet those who did with 
a “Let’s see what we can do…” 

Today, Westmount is faced with an in -
creasing encroachment by Montreal, chok-
ing its finances; construction and services 
costs have skyrocketed; the population 
demographics are heavily weighted by an 
aging population requiring a different and 
higher level of services; labour conflicts 
have brought to Westmount unpreced-
ented toxicity, crippling productivity; and 
COVID-19 did its share of upheaval. 

I give Mayor Christina Smith, her coun-
cil, management and all employees full 
marks for having kept the ship afloat and 
steered it in a course that has served the 
people of Westmount well, but, for Mayor 
Smith, in particular, at personal costs that 
are unacceptable under any circumstance. 

I believe with certainty that our councils 
would not and could not have done any 
better. 

Let us stop any criticism of current city 
decisions based on our obsolete standards. 
If you have a complaint, bring it out in the 
open with a solution in mind. If you want 
something done, see how you can help: 
volunteer, participate, share with your 
neighbours, and above all respect the 
people who selflessly work for the city. 
They too want the best for you. 

Nicolas Matossian, 
de Maisonneuve Blvd. 

City should prioritize 
safety over beauty 

Decisions, decisions… 
I’m on a tight budget, so I have to think 

carefully about how I spend my limited 
funds. Should I see a dentist about a pain-
ful tooth that’s in imminent danger of 
becoming infected? Or should I spring for 
plastic surgery to get rid of those annoying 
wrinkles around my eyes? 

A tough choice? Not really, not for any-
one with a modicum of common sense 
and an ability to set priorities – which 
Westmount council apparently lacks. 

For proof, look no further than the com-
ment piece by Councillor Mary Gallery in 
the May 20 issue of the Independent (p. 7). 
She points with pride to council’s decision 
to spend many millions of dollars on refur-
bishing the greenhouse, which had fallen 
into disrepair, due to “deferred mainten-
ance and underinvestment by past admin-
istrations.” In an effort by council to right 
this wrong, Ms. Gallery states that the 
renovation, though costly, “was under-
standably prioritized because of commu-
nity expectations, which in turn shifted 
funds away from other urgent needs.” 

Let’s be clear about the greenhouse. 
Had it been badly neglected? Certainly. 
Does it bring enjoyment to those who use 
it? No question. Sadly, though, we have also 
arrived at a point where many stretches of 
sidewalk are not just unsightly, but a major 
threat if one’s vigilance slips even for a 
moment. 

In this environment, where the basic 
necessities of health and safety are weighed 
against the refined pleasures of hothouse 
flowers, how is it that the greenhouse came 
out on top? To Councillor Gallery, this set 
of priorities seems perfectly understand-
able. However, to so many of us, it’s a per-
fect illustration of the reasons behind the 
slow deterioration of Westmount and why 
living here has become such an unex-
pected and disheartening struggle. 

Henry Mietkiewicz, York St. 

Council should solve 
problems, not list obstacles 

I respectfully disagree with the purpose 
and the content Westmount city councillor 
Mary Gallery’s open letter to Peter Trent 
from May 20 (p. 7). 

First, in parts of the letter the councillor 
assumes the role of representing the coun-
cil in general when she refers to “Our coun -
cil...”, and it can be assumed that every one 
thinks the same as her. The question that 
arises is how someone who, in almost two 
terms, has not presented any initiatives of 
impact for the community or for her dis-
trict, can assign herself 
that role. 

Letters to the Editor
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continued on p. 10

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING 
WESTMOUNTERS WITH 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

AND WORKMANSHIP

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles–Pet Hair & Odor Removal 

–Salt & Stain Removal

–Complete Interior & Exterior Detailing 
–Deep Upholstery Cleaning 
–Headlight Restoration 
–Mobile Service Available 

For Info call: 
Pat 514 433 0375 – or – Shaun 514 984 1681

LUXURY CAR CARE
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Second, she speaks of leadership in this 
current era. The leadership serves to solve 
problems and serve the needs of the 
citizens of Westmount, not to compile a 
long list of obstacles and not to advance 
positively. 

Third, if there are criticisms of the 
coun cil members’ management and they 
are not liked, effective leadership finds the 
space to understand the origins of these 
criticisms and correct the mistakes. 

Finally, effective leadership requires a 
little more humility and self-criticism, and 
less showing off. 

As a leading figure who managed to 
change the course of history in the face of 
oppression once wrote: “YOU WILL BE 
WHAT YOU MUST DO. IF NOT, YOU 
ARE NOTHING.” 

With all due respect, 
Eduardo Lopez, Sherbrooke St. 

Under mayors Trent 
& Marks, we were proud 
to be Westmounters 

City councillor Mary Gallery (May 20, p. 
7) may very well take umbrage at Peter 
Trent’s criticisms of the present council, 
but his track record speaks for itself. 

When he and then Karin Marks led 
council, the city of Westmount was well 
run, connected to its citizens and created 
a community that was the envy of the 
country. We were proud to be citizens of 
Westmount. Westmount was a community 
where residents felt we were all a part of 
the decision-making, that council was our 
voice. 

Now, it feels as if we are guests at our 
own table, with no input. We residents 
have been alienated, ignored and, frankly, 
taken advantage of. Many of us now refer 
to the last eight years under Mayor Smith 
as the “lost years.” Westmount has been 

gutted by ineffective bureaucrats who don’t 
even live here, dictating the direction the 
city takes. 

Gallery accuses former councils of 
neglect but what has improved in the last 
eight years? We have poorer service, top-
heavy administration and a community 
alienated from its leaders. There is dimin-
ished respect for today’s council and ad -
ministration [senior unelected employ ees], 
who seem to have forgotten who pays their 
salaries and who their clients are. 

Gallery also mentions neglect in the 
southeast sector. Really??? And monstrous 
high-rises are the solution? It is an obvious 
cash grab to cover ballooning salaries and 
poorly managed infrastructure. 

Sorry, my vote would go to Trent in a 
heartbeat. Present council has done noth -
ing to inspire confidence or competence 
in the very people they are supposed to 
serve!!! 

Virginia Elliott, Hillside Ave. 

Don’t rush southeast, 
don’t forget what makes 
Westmount into Westmount 

The only thing worse than doing 
nothing to revitalize the moribund stretch 
of St. Catherine St. in southeast West-
mount would be rushing ahead with a 
development plan that fails to address legit-
imate community concerns and leaves cru-
cial questions unanswered. Yet this is 
exactly what a recent open letter [advertise-
ment] in the Westmount Independent (May 
13, p. 7) from a group of influential West-
mount residents, business owners and 
property developers is urging our city 
council and Mayor Smith to do. 

These signatories are calling on our 

elected officials to disregard the many 
Westmount citizens who – while support-
ive of long-overdue renewal – have raised 
valid objections to the current PPU (Pro-
gramme Particulier d’Urbanisme) propo-
sal. They would prefer the city ignore the 
warnings from respected professionals – 
including architects, urban planners and 
affordable housing experts – who have 
expressed serious concerns about the long-
term consequences of this plan. 

What these proponents envision is a 
transformation of the southeast sector as 
illustrated in the November 2024 PPU 
report – particularly the stretch of St. 
Catherine St. west of Atwater – into a mir-
ror image of downtown Montreal, lined 
with high-rise towers. 

Their rationale? That this vision is 
“aligned with the surrounding urban fab-
ric,” as if Westmount were simply an exten-
sion of downtown. But it’s not downtown. 
It’s Westmount. And that distinction 
matters. 

What makes Westmount unique must not 
be ignored 

A human-scale community: People 1.
choose to live in Westmount precisely 
because it is not downtown. They value 
its human scale, heritage architecture, 
green spaces, small local shops and the 
careful balance between low- and mid-
rise housing, punctuated by a few select 
towers. The notion that only high-rise 
development will “enhance” this sector 
not only disregards why residents 
choose to live here – but also fails to 
address the deeper, more complex 
issues facing the southeast sector. 
Density without towers is possible: This 2.
is not a blanket rejection of height. Tall 
buildings may have their place, but they 
are not a cure-all. As emphasized dur-
ing a recent panel discussion at the 
Atwater Library, sustainable density can 
be achieved without erasing the area’s 
character. McGill urban expert Nik Luka 
put it succinctly: “It’s not how dense you 
make it. It’s how you make it dense.” 
A flawed process, a rushed vision 
Perhaps most troubling is the absence 

of fundamental data and analysis to justify 
the PPU’s major policy shifts. No econ-
omic, demographic or cost-benefit studies 
have been presented to support the dra-
matic increase in building heights. In fact, 
council has confirmed that no density tar-
gets were ever given to Lemay – the firm 
that authored the PPU – and no demo-
graphic analysis was conducted to guide 
this re-design. And equally surprising – 
the admission at the most recent council 
meeting that affordable housing was “not 
in the vision.” For a council that claims to 
prioritize thoughtful, forward-looking gov-

ernance, these omissions are glaring. 
Mayor Smith and city council are right 

to pursue revitalization – but good in -
tentions alone are not enough. Fast-track-
ing sweeping zoning changes to permit 
high-rise construction may offer the illu-
sion of progress, but it risks doing lasting 
harm. It reduces a complex set of commu-
nity needs to a simplistic solution – and 
squand ers a rare opportunity for meaning-
ful, sustainable, long-term renewal that 
serves the community. 

A call to action 
We urge all Westmount residents to 

speak up: 
Participate in the public consultation on •
the revised PPU on June 18, 
Join the regular council meetings in the •
months ahead. 
Let’s insist on a vision for southeast 

Westmount that reflects the city’s distinc-
tiveness, scale and character – not one that 
transforms it into a vertical annex of down-
town Montreal. 

And above all, let’s make it clear that 
rushing this PPU plan through before the 
November 2 municipal election is short-
sighted. 

Westmount deserves better. So does its 
southeast sector. 

Bruce Bolton (board president), 
Carol Christie-Olsen (board member), 

Geoff Dowd (Board VP), Helen 
Malkin (board member), Lynn Verge 

(executive director) – Atwater 
Library and Computer Centre 

St. George’s Place residents 
seek residents-only parking 

To whom it may concern, 
We, the residents of St. George’s Place, 

respectfully petition the council and the 
city of Westmount to implement a “West-
mount residents only” parking permit sys-
tem for our street. 

Currently, there is no designated park-
ing regulation in place. As a result, we fre-
quently experience issues with non-resi-
dents parking for extended periods of time, 
which significantly reduces the availability 
of spaces for those of us who live here. We 
believe that parking on our street should 
be prioritized for residents, and a permit 
system would help address this ongoing 
concern. 

The narrow layout and limited space 
make it especially important to ensure that 
residents have reliable access to parking 
near their homes. 

Thank you for your attention to this 
matter. 

Sincerely, 
The residents of St. George’s Place 

* 
To sign, please email me at adam-ben-

jamin@hotmail.com. 
Adam Benjamin, St. George’s Place

Letters to the Editor

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 
We are Westmount 

Editor 
David Price: 514.935.4537 

editor@westmountindependent.com 

Chief reporter 
Laureen Sweeney 

Graphics 
Ted Sancton 

Advertising sales 
Arleen Candiotti: 514.223.3567 

advertising@westmountindependent.com 

Classified ads 
514-664-6138 

Accounting 
Beth Hudson: 514.223.6138 

office@westmountindependent.com 

Presstime: Monday at 10:30 am 
(except before long weekends, Friday at 10:30 am). 

Letters: We welcome your letters but reserve the right to choose and edit them. Please 
include your name and street for publication (or borough or municipality if you do not live 
in Westmount), but not your address (unless you want it published). 

13,500+ physical copies DW, plus low-resolution email and web versions 
Distribution: Tuesday to Friday (longer when interrupted by postal holidays) 

Owned and published by: 
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc., 310 Victoria Ave., #105, Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9



June 3, 2025 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – 11

Travel effortlessly on your private jet from Montréal—or any departure point of your choice—to 

thousands of destinations. Spend more time making memories at your favourite places, and less 

time getting there. Learn more at AirSprint.com

YOUR JET IS READY WHEN YOU ARE

Bunny Berke
Residentia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bunnyeberke@gmai l .com

514.347.1928
REMAX ACTION -  REAL ESTATE AGENCY

SOLD

NDG 
3435 PRUD'HOMME #10  
Lovely 2 bedroom condo of 
1133 square feet has been newly 
renovated offering a harmonious 
blend of elegance and modernity.

Lawnmower falls off truck on Sherbrooke 

A lawnmower appeared to have fallen off a landscaper’s truck going east on Sherbrooke St. near 
Greene when the Independent saw an eastbound car collide with it at about 9:40 am on May 29. 
The man at top left moved it from the northern edge of the asphalt (where it had rolled) to the 
lawn of 4141 Sherbrooke (inset). It was still there 30 minutes or so later, implying perhaps that the 
landscaper was unaware it had fallen off the truck. Interestingly, the driver of the car that hit the 
mower did not stop either. Photo: Independent.



12 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – June 3, 2025

A gentle and personalized approach 
in helping seniors relocate

(514) 808-4248 
kathleen@smallernest.com 

www.smallernest.com

Manage your entire move 
Plan your new layout on computer 
Empty an apartment or house 
Sell/donate unwanted items 
Arrange an estate sale 
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc… 
Arrange a moving company 
Pack & unpack your moving boxes 
Set up your new smaller nest

A space for ideas to flourish 

Library’s ‘Studio,’ a good fit to supplement home-schooling? 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Tuesday afternoons at the Westmount 
Public Library have become a special date 
for a local family ever since the new maker-
space area called The Studio opened last 
fall on the ground floor. 

This is usually the time that a home-
schooling mother on Prospect St. takes her 
two children there to explore their creativ-
ity using specialized equipment they don’t 
have in the home’s dedicated classroom 
area. 

“It’s a very special place for ideas to 
flourish and to explore hobbies such as 
knitting, designing, 3D modelling or Lego,” 
said Marilena Bono, the mother, who is a 
lawyer by profession but juggles her pro-
fessional work with her teaching role. 

Typically, the homeschooling takes 
place in mornings followed by activities in 
the afternoon, except for Wednesdays 
when they go riding for the day. 

Checking in 

When the family first embarked on the 
new lifestyle a year and a half ago, a prov-
incial government person checked in on 
them. 

Now, “so far, we are very much on our 
own,” Bono told the Independent. Daughter 
Harper Rose Gut, 11, is following Quebec’s 
Grade 5 curriculum, while son Hunter 
Richard Gut, 9, is in Grade 3. 

Bono, who herself attended École Buis-
sonière in Outremont, then Sacred Heart, 
Marianopolis and the University of Mon-
treal, said that the concept of homeschool-
ing “isn’t for everyone but we come from 
very supportive families.” 

Since last October when The Studio 
open ed at the library, several part-time 

facilitators have been hired, according to 
specialized facilitator Claire Pienaar. This 
is “so that someone is always here to help 
with the equipment such as the cutting 
and sewing machines. High traffic times 
require more staff.” 

Programming for different levels 

The Studio provides programming for 
various ages, which can be accessed at the 
top banner of the children’s library’s web-
site. The summer program is to be posted 
online in June, while registration for its 
events as well as a schedule showing drop-
in hours are also available on the website. 

“Library members are also welcome to 

come by The Studio to ask us questions 
and learn more about what we do,” Pienaar 
said. 

“Drop-in times are for all ages, while 
workshops are tailored for different age 
groups including children, teens, and 
adults.” 

Parents planning to homeschool in 
Que bec must submit a letter of intent to 
the ministry of Education, notifying them 
of their decision to educate their child at 
home, according to the ministry’s website. 
“This letter serves as the first step in the 
homeschooling process and outlines the 
commitment to providing a suitable edu-
cation for your child.”

Working at the library’s Studio May 20 are, from left, Hunter Richard Gut, mother Marilena Bobo, 
specialized facilitator Claire Piennar, and Harper Rose Gut.

questions were ans wered by “thanks for 
your commentary” and repeated refer-
ences as to how the draft by-laws and com-
plicated zoning tables represented a re-
development frame work. 

Timing, Mayor Smith said, would pro-
vide three weeks for residents to provide 
feedback for assessment before a “public 
assembly” June 18. 

This is when the project and draft by-
laws would be formally presented and resi-
dents invited to share more comments and 
opinions. 

A “final vote on the project with or with-
out modifications” would be scheduled for 
September 8. 

In a vote on the draft by-laws as pres-
ented at the meeting, however, councillors 

Elisabeth Roux of District 2 and Kathleen 
Kez of District 8, which contains most of 
the area in question, voted against the 
drafts. 

“There are aspects of the plan that I am 
not ready to approve and am hoping some 
modifications can be made with council’s 
approval,” according to Kez. 

Roux explained that she believed a re-
development plan was needed, but was ill 
at ease at this point voting on what was 
being proposed before residents had 
actually seen what modifications might be 
made. 

On the other hand, District 3 councillor 
Jeff Shamie called the project “a trans-
formative plan – a legacy for our children.” 

From the audience, former longtime 
councillor Cynthia Lulham, who had “up -
zoned” St. Catherine St. west of At water as 

commissioner of urban planning, urged 
the city to move the project forward. 

She is currently the general manager of 
the city’s two merchant groups, one of which 
(Quartier Greene) has members whose busi-
nesses are in the area in question. 

A developer asked on behalf of col-
leagues for a city meeting with them to 
further comment on the issue. 

Prominent architect Julia Gersovitz, a 
former chair of the city’s Planning Advis-
ory Committee (PAC), questioned a pro-
jected three-week period for review and 
citizen feedback on June 18, saying the pro-
ject was “much more than just a frame-
work.” She asked: “Why is it being rushed 
through?” 

The city consultants’ report posted last 
week can be found on the city’s engage.
westmount.org website.

Southeast by-laws, cont’d from p. 1
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4293 AV. MONTROSE, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 3 BATHS | $2,395,000

721 AV. UPPER-BELMONT, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,595,000

323 AV. REDFERN, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $3,995,000

1 Westmount Square #711, Westmount, H3Z 2P9 Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency

762 AV. UPPER-LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT
5 BEDS, 4 BATHS | $2,375,000

3015 CH. DE BRESLAY, VILLE-MARIE
3 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,325,000

786 AV. UPPER-LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,395,000

672 AV. BELMONT, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 3 BATHS | $2,625,000

104 AV. ARLINGTON, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $3,595,000

606 AV. LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 4 BATHS | $2,395,000

343 AV. GROSVENOR, WESTMOUNT
5 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,395,000

711 AV. GROSVENOR, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,595,000

lovewhereyoulive514.934.2480

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING INTRODUCING

4835 RUE CEDAR CRESCENT, CDN/NDG
4+1 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,750,000

NEWLY PRICED
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441 AV. PRINCE-ALBERT, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 1+2 BATHS | $1,650,000

christinamiller.ca

4645 CH. CIRCLE, CDN/NDG
3 BEDS, 2+1 BATHS | $1,550,000

3577 AV. ATWATER 1409, VILLE-MARIE
2+1 BEDS, 2+1 BATHS | $998,000

486 AV. ARGYLE, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 2+1 BATHS | $1,575,000

285 PLACE D’YOUVILLE 34, VILLE-MARIE
2 BEDS, 2 BATHS | $995,000

64 RUE ST-PAUL O #512, VILLE-MARIE
3 BEDS, 2 BATHS | $2,195,000

507 AV. GROSVENOR, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,199,000

INTRODUCING

2193 AV. PRUD’HOMME, CDN/NDG
3 BEDS, 1 BATHS | $789,000

432 AV. CLAREMONT, WESTMOUNT
3 BEDS, 1+1 BATHS | $785,000

376 AV. REDFERN 21, WESTMOUNT
2 BEDS, 1 BATHS | $615,000

We have active buyers looking for the right property! Thinking of selling? 
Give us a call at 514.934.2480 —we may already have your buyer. 

Scan here to browse 
ALL of our exceptional 
properties.

1788 RUE DU CANAL B401, LE SUD-OUEST
3 BEDS, 2+1 BATHS | $1,495,000

NEWLY PRICED

119 AV. LEWIS, WESTMOUNT
3+1 BEDS, 2 BATH | $1,100,000

INTRODUCING
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REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Over $75,000 in annual revenue! 
This triplex property is well located, 

renovated, and full rented. 
An excellent investment 

for the savvy buyer. 
Offered $1,290,000

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Adj Westmount 
3593-95 Decarie 
MLS #10110426

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

Anne Renaud (11 am to 2 pm) with child -
ren’s face painting with “Diva” (11 am to 3 
pm). 

This year, “we’re taking the music 
out to the street instead of having it in 
the [Cinq Saisons] square,” explains 
 festival organizer Cynthia Lulham, the 
general manager of the merchants’ associ-
ations. 

The music kicks off at two spots listed 
as location “A” between Sherbrooke and de 
Maisonneuve and “B” between de Maison-
neuve and St. Catherine. Various times and 
performers are to be posted on the mer-

chants’ website at www.quartiergreene.ca, 
Lulham said. 

Evening music 

The evening music is programmed to 
take place from 5 to 8 pm with smooth 
instrumental jazz from Hodgson Dacoulis 
at location A. The Caleb Taylor acoustic 
solo is scheduled at the same time on stage 
B. 

These are to be followed from 8 to 9:15 
pm on the stage B by the Just Costa four-
piece party band. 

The Victoria village festival is being 
planned to take place the following week-
end June 14 and 15.

Greene merchants, cont’d from p. 1

February transfers: A depressing month 

Note: The following article relates to the 
registration of deeds of sale for Westmount 
property in February 2025, gleaned from 
non-city sources. A list of sales can be 
found on p. 17. 

Westmount’s real estate transfers sign -
ed in February this year could only be 
described as depressing, with only one of 
six sale prices above valuation – and that 
by only one percent – and only one over $3 
million. 

The six sales doubled the volume for 
February last year but with another 10 clos-
ings in January 2025, the total is still 
slightly below average for the past 10 years. 
With the highest price of $3,800,000 at 542 

Lansdowne Ave. the next-highest was more 
than $1 million lower, as 534 Côte St. Anto-
ine Rd., which sold for $2,735,000. 

On the low side, one sale – 4382 de Mai-
sonneuve Blvd., from an estate – changed 
hands for $1,280,000, but that was the only 
sale below $1,500,000. 

Perhaps more important than the price 
range was the fact that 596 Belmont Ave. 
sold for $1,950,000 while evaluated by the 
city at $1,931,600, just one percent above 

valuation, the only one of six to clear the 
valuation mark. 

Two of the remaining five sold for 
double-digit mark-downs, with 3 Grove 
Park selling for $1,700,000 while evaluated 
at $2,061,400, a full 17.5 percent under 
water. 

Overall, the six sales produced an aver-
age 7.18 percent mark-down, the first 
mark-down since April 
last year when the aver-

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

4382 de Maisonneuve, lowest price, $1,280,000

3 Grove Park, biggest mark-down, -17.5 percent

596 Belmont, only mark-up in February, 1.0 percent

542 Lansdowne, Highest price, $3,800,000

continued on p. 17
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age was 12.3 percent less than valuation. 
In February last year, with only three deeds 
signed, the average was exactly the same, 
7.18 percent, the only other time in 2024 

that the ratio slid below unity. 
The city of Westmount did provide 

information on three more sales in Dec -
ember, all single-family dwellings, which 
boosted the total volume for that month to 
19 sales, the highest volume for the year. 

Among them was the sale of 349 Olivier 
Ave. for $3,800,000, some 36.2 percent 
above valuation, the highest mark-up of the 
month. Though the price matched the 
highest price for February this year, it was 
squelched by the $17 million price paid in 

December for 9 Braeside Place. 
Another of the December sales reported 

this month involved the house at the very 
end of St. George’s Place, designed by the 
late Montreal architect Ray Affleck in 1963 
for his own use, which sold for $2,075,000.

Real estate, cont’d from p. 16

profusion.global© Profusion Immobilier Inc. Real Estate Agency. All rights reserved.

514.603.9870
tbaer@profusion.global

eal Estate Broker
TINA BAER

73 YEARS OF
SUCCESS

Scan for my listings 

MLS# 10990401
$ 2,149,000

1947 Rue Baile, Ville-Marie495 Elm, Westmount

Two �  m� e st� ey

Newly priced

Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in February 
Address                                                        Vendor                                                                                                                 Price                                2023 Val                    Ratio (±%) 

596 Belmont                                                 Abby Grant                                                                                                    $1,950,000                             $1,931,600                              1.0% 

534 Côte St. Antoine                                     Donald Tremblay & Hélène Dupéré                                                            $2,735,000                             $2,967,000                             -7.8% 

25 de Casson                                                Krista Gray & Jean-Albert Ouellet                                                                $2,070,000                             $2,111,100                             -1.9% 

4382 de Maisonneuve                                  estate Maria-Anna Michlova-Jerabek                                                           $1,280,000                             $1,541,700                           -17.0% 

3 Grove Park                                                 Brahm Marvin Gelfand                                                                                 $1,700,000                             $2,061,400                           -17.5% 

542 Lansdowne                                             Renee Segal Family Trust III                                                                         $3,800,000                             $3,969,400                             -4.3% 

HOME TRANSFERS IN DECEMBER 2024 

636 Lansdowne                                             Richard Gold & Samantha Hollinger                                                           $2,900,000                             $2,519,000                            15.1% 

349 Olivier                                                     Dominic Keyserlingk                                                                                     $3,800,000                             $2,790,800                            36.2% 

16 St. George’s Place                                    estate Jesus Jorge Mariano Ocampo                                                           $2,075,000                             $2,086,400                             -0.5%
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Canadians take care of each other. 
 
Call for an Estimation

Don’t wait to schedule a new appointment to 
maintain your gas-fired pool heater or heat pump 
working efficiently for many years to come. 

514-990-1346

Officers advise, recruit, serve coffee during police week 
By Jennifer Ball 

For annual police week, Station 12 
police officers were out recruiting and serv-
ing coffee with sides of anti-bullying and 
road safety advice – plus handing out pre-
vention-of-the-mistreatment-of-seniors 
pamphlets, as well as providing prevention 
tips to avoid being a victim of fraud. 

Many venues 

On May 12, they presented an anti-fraud 
workshop at the CHSLD St. Marguerite 
seniors residence at 50 Hillside Ave. 

On May 13, they outlined the role of the 
police in the community and policing as a 
career at Summit School’s downtown 
TECC campus at 1819 René Lévesque Blvd. 
(corner Guy St.). This site serves the 
special-education school’s CEGEP and uni-
versity age students. 

On May 14, police served coffee and met 
with the community at the McDonald’s on 
Sherbrooke and Claremont Ave. 

On May 15, they instructed seniors from 
Contactivity Center in a meeting room at 
the Westmount recreation centre on how 
to avoid being the victim of fraud. (See sep-
arate story on p. 23.) 

The Independent caught up with Station 

12 community relations officer Cst. Mike 
Yigit at the McDonald’s after he was over-
heard giving a community member advice 
on the academic path to policing. 

Cst. Yigit said, “Normally we go to dif-

ferent coffee shops. McDonald’s is the 
most welcoming to us so that is why we 
choose McDonald’s and there is a lot more 
clientele that we can reach out to… 

“We have a lot of pamphlets that we 

‘serve’ to people.” 
Sure enough, beside the coffee urn 

there was a wide range of literature, includ-
ing on anti-bullying, road safety and the 
prevention of the mistreatment of seniors.

On May 14, police officers served coffee and met with the community at the McDonald’s on Sherbrooke and Claremont Ave. From left, McDonald’s 
staff Valencia Leader (assistant manager), Theresa Ruest (staff) and Michelle Cayaba (general manager); and Mike Yigit (community relations officer), 
Pierre Gelinas (sergeant-detective), Mathieu Bouchard (police officer), Patricia Drouin (community relations officer) and Emmanuel Provencher 
(police officer).
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PRIMARY PROGRESSIVE APHASIA (PPA) 
RESEARCH STUDY 

Phase II clinical trial of transcranial direct current stimulation 
in the treatment of primary progressive aphasia.  

Primary progressive aphasia (PPA) is a rare neurological syndrome that 
gradually impairs a person’s language. 

Symptoms include: 
• Di culty finding words, understanding words or following 

conversations 
• Using words incorrectly or mispronouncing them 
• Abnormal word order in speech or writing 

We are exploring the use of a brain stimulation technique called 
transcranial direct current stimulation (tDCS) that could slow or stop 
PPA symptoms. Transcranial direct current stimulation (tDCS) is a 
non-invasive process and is NOT electroshock.  

We are looking to recruit older adults diagnosed with (PPA) to participate 
in a pioneering brain stimulation research project. 

Eligible participants should be: 
• Diagnosed with PPA. 
• Be over 50 years old 
• Able to communicate in English. 

The study involves daily, short visits to the lab, over a 3 week period. 
You`ll be asked to sit in a chair and name objects while the stimulation 
is taking place. This is a very safe procedure and the biggest drawback 
is the time commitment. 

We are also looking to recruit older adults with no neurological illness 
to be in our control group. This group will not have tDCS stimulation.  

Study participants would be compensated for any out-of-pocket expenses 
(Taxi, Parking, etc…) 

LEADING THIS RESEARCH PROGRAM: 
Dr. Howard Chertkow, MD, FRCP, FCAHS, Adjunct Professor, Department 
of Neurology and Neurosurgery, McGill University; Professor of Medicine, 
University of Toronto. 

PLEASE CONTACT: 

Chris Hosein, M.Ed, 
Tel: 514-340-8222, ext. 23621 

Geriatric Medicine, Jewish General Hospital, Montréal, Québec

PUBLIC NOTICE 
PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING 

DRAFT BY-LAWS 1638, 1639, 1640, 1641 AND 1642 

To all persons interested in the following draft by-laws: 

•Draft by-law amending the Planning Programme No. 1638; 
•Draft by-law amending the Subdivisions By-law No. 1639; 
•Draft by-law amending the Site Planning and Architectural Integration 
Programmes By-law No. 1640; 

•Draft by-law amending the Zoning By-law No. 1641; 
•Draft by-law on Incentive Zoning No. 1642. 

NOTICE is hereby given: 

THAT the Municipal Council, at its special sitting held on May 27, 2025, adopted 
the following concordance draft by-laws: 

•Draft by-law amending the Planning Programme No. 1638; 
•Draft by-law amending the Subdivision By-law No. 1639; 
•Draft by-law amending the Site Planning and Architectural Integration 
Programmes By-law No. 1640; 

•Draft by-law amending the Zoning By-law No. 1641; 
•Draft by-law on Incentive Zoning No. 1642. 

THAT a public consultation meeting will be held on June 18, 2025, starting at 
6:00 p.m., at Victoria Hall Community Centre, located at 4626 Sherbrooke Street 
West, Westmount. 

During this public consultation meeting, the Mayor or a member of Council 
designated by her will explain the draft by-laws and the consequences of their 
adoption, and will hear any persons who wish to express their views on this 
matter. 

THAT the purpose of the draft by-laws is to adopt certain modifications to the 
Zoning By- law (No. 1641), the Subdivision By-law (No. 1639), and the Site 
Planning and Architectural Integration Programme By-law (No. 1640), in order to 
bring the standards, rules, criteria, and objectives contained therein into 
conformity with the revised Planning Programme. 

THAT the purpose of the draft Incentive Zoning By-law No. 1642 is to adopt rules 
and standards to ensure conformity with the revised Planning Programme. 

THAT these draft by-laws do not contain provisions that are subject to approval 
by way of referendum. 

THAT these concordance draft by-laws are available on the City’s website at 
www.westmount.org. If you do not have access to the internet, we invite you to 
visit the reception desk at Westmount City Hall, located at 4333 Sherbrooke 
Street West, Westmount. 

DONE at Westmount, this 29th day of May, 2025. 

Me Paule Geoffroy Béliveau 
City Clerk

www.westmount.org

We welcome your letters 
We welcome your letters but reserve 

the right to choose and edit them. 

Please limit to 300 words and 
submit before Friday 10 am to be considered 

for publication the following week. 

Email us at: editor@westmountindependent.com



Former Unity Boys’ Club members 
draw on Selby St. memories 
By Martin C. Barry 

Although Westmount’s Selby St. disap-
peared permanently from maps after the 
provincial government expropriated its last 
residential buildings when the Ville Marie 
Expressway was reconstructed (see March 
24, 2015, p. 1, September 15, 2015, p. 10), it 
still exists in the memories of those who 
grew up on Selby as well as other nearby 
streets of lower Westmount. 

More than 20 ex-Westmounters who 
were members of the Unity Boys’ Club 
during the 1950s and 1960s gathered at 
Centre Greene for a reunion on May 18. 
(This successor community centre turned 
35 last month, see May 20, p. 1.) 

“Many of us haven’t seen one another 
in 50-plus years,” Heather Baylis, a former 
Selby resident and Unity Boys’ Club regu-
lar, said in an interview with the Indepen-
dent during the reunion. She said that in 
those days, most members either lived on 
Selby, St. Antoine St. or Greene Ave. 

While Selby had been a street of walk-
up buildings – similar to what is seen today 
on St. Antoine St. – the neighbourhood 
suffered an initial blow to its identity in the 
mid-1960s when the Quebec Transport 
ministry demolished a large section of 
Selby to make way for the Ville Marie 
Expressway, leaving behind only a portion 
of Selby west of Greene. 

The last remnants of Selby, where a few 
buildings remained up to the 2010s, were 
wiped out permanently when the MTQ 
decided it needed still more space to re-
develop the elevated highway, which is 
known today as Quebec Route 136. 

Founded by Rotary 

The Unity Boys’ Club was founded by 
the Westmount Rotary Club during the 
1940s as a venue for youths from the lower 
Westmount area, as well as from nearby 
neighbourhoods such as St. Henri and 
Little Burgundy. 

Baylis, who now lives in Montreal West, 
recalled some of the activities Unity Boys’ 
Club members used to enjoy in the front 
room, including table tennis, checkers, 
chess and board games. 

“All summer, there were all sorts of 
things to do,” she said, recalling excursions 
to the long-gone Belmont Park amuse-
ment park in the Montreal district of Car-
tierville. As well, there were guided tours 
of industrial facilities, including a Laura 
Secord candy factory. 

Another Unity Boys’ Club veteran, Dave 
Basant, also lived on Selby, although he 
now lives in Toronto. In his grade-school 
years, he attended Queen’s School (located 

where 4800 de Maisonneuve now stands), 
after which he went to Westmount High 
School on St. Catherine St. 

Yet another club regular, Brian Vaux, 
also a former Selby resident, attended St. 
Leo’s Academy on Clarke Ave. (École pri-
maire St. Léon de Westmount today). 

He said the athletic training that he and 
others received through the Unity Boys’ 
Club’s sports programs served them well 
at St. Leo’s, where they tended to outper-
form other students. “I learned gymnastics 
from Unity Boys’ Club,” he said. 

See also photo on p. 1.
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Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Former Unity Boys’ Club members Charles Joyner and Heather Baylis look over memorabilia dis-
played during a reunion on May 18 that brought together more than 20 former club members.

A note on club’s name 
Despite catering to boys and 

girls over its lifetime, the Unity 
Boys’ Club was clearly so called in 
1949 when the cornerstone of its 
building (now Centre Greene) 
was laid in 1949, as seen June 2. 
Towards the end of its life, in 
maps of the city distributed for 
many years in the Lovell’s tele-
phone directory, it was called the 
“Unity Boys and Girls Club.” The 
Independent does not know when 
the change occurred or if it was 
official. – DP.
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Outlooks on aging explored 
during Shabbaton at Temple 
By Jennifer Ball 

The themes of re-imagining aging, 
spirituality, finding meaning and building 
community in different ages and stages of 
life served as the scaffolding on which 
Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom built a 
two-day Shabbaton (program of education, 
and usually celebration, that is held on a 
Shabbat or sabbath) with Rabbi Laura 
Geller, rabbi emerita of Temple Emanuel 
of Beverly Hills. 

It took place on May 9 and May 10. The 
Temple is located on Sherbrooke at Wood 
Ave. 

Rabbi Geller led with a sermon on May 
9 to urge the congregation of the Temple 
to “make each day count.” 

Lisa Grushcow, senior rabbi at Temple, 
said, “We are so privileged to have Rabbi 
Laura Geller with us this Shabbat. She is 
somebody who has really been a ground-
breaker and who has really had an extra-
ordinary rabbinic, primarily as rabbi of 
Temple Emanuel of Beverly Hills.” 

Geller was ordained by the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion 
in 1975 and the first one to lead a major 
metropolitan synagogue. “So, she has really 
broken all those stained-glass ceilings to 
make room for the rest of us,” Rabbi Grush-
cow said. 

Gaining wisdom 

The Independent attended a session on 
May 10 titled “Getting good at gaining wis-
dom,” where congregants discussed some 
traditional texts about what it means to be 
wise and how some spiritual practices help 
one to develop a heart of wisdom. 

During the session, Geller referenced 
Dr. George Valliant, the former director of 
the Harvard Study of Adult Development 
and the author of Aging Well, which ident-
ified some of the factors that contribute to 
successful aging, which he defined as liv-

ing “from retirement to past 80 with joy.” 
“While it is true that the most basic fac-

tors are material: adequate housing, good 
healthcare and income security, life over 
60 is enhanced by other behaviours that lie 
within the psychosocial and spiritual 
domains… in fact those who have aged 
most successfully are those who worry less 
about cholesterol and waistlines, and more 
about gratitude and forgiveness.” 

Rabbi Geller pivoted from that opening 
salvo to tackle the “Torah of our life,” start-
ing with gratitude and forgiveness. She led 
participants through a spiritual practice 
that she calls a blessing practice. 

In 2019, Rabbi Geller published a book 
with Richard Siegel titled Getting Good at 
Getting Older, which inspects ways to find 
joy in the journey of aging. 

Topic isn’t easy 

Rabbi Geller writes, “Many of the sub-
jects in Getting Good at Getting Older make 
us uncomfortable… 

“Thinking about aging isn’t easy. Talk-
ing about it really isn’t easy. And yet, dis-
cussion of these subjects with a trusted 
circle of peers can open up new perspec-
tives and build connection to a community 
of people at a similar stage of life.” 

The book is organized into six sections, 
each devoted to getting good at: 

Gaining wisdom: learning, personal •
grow th, and self-discovery, 
Getting along: dealing with aging par-•
ents, adult children, grandchildren, 
deepening intimacy and friendship, 
Getting better: taking care of your emo-•
tional self, facing the reality of our aging 
bodies, visiting someone who’s sick, 
Getting ready: organizing and planning •
for the inevitable, 
Giving back: volunteering, mentoring, •
and getting involved, 
Giving away: leaving a legacy, not a land-•
fill.

Rabbi Laura Geller of Temple Emanuel Beverly Hills at Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom on May 10 
for a Shabbaton.

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1



Attendees follow suit 

Fretz champions Summit Woods preservation, volunteering 

By Ralph Thompson 

Champion of Summit Woods preserva-
tion John Fretz convened a meeting of the 
like-minded at the Visual Arts Centre on 
Victoria Ave. May 26. 

Fretz used a PowerPoint presentation to 
highlight issues such as invasive species, 
lack of respect for the defined trails, lack of 
commitment and planning from council, 
and natural erosion for the 23 hectares mak-
ing up the urban forest. Formerly known as 
Summit Park, it was re-branded “Summit 
Woods” 15 years ago to better reflect its 
unique urban forest ecosystem (see Novem-
ber 2-3, 2010, p. 1). This exceptional thicket 
was rescued from developers by the tobacco 
magnate William MacDonald and bequeath -
ed to McGill’s botany department around 
1895. In 1944, it was sold to the city of West-
mount. 

Fretz’s presentation, laced with invasive 
humour and overgrown enthusiasm, 
cover ed details of the fragile biome, once 
graced by 50 Laurentian pheasants pro-
tected by a ranger, hundreds of delicate 
flowering genera; flowers, insects and ani-
mal life; ponds and gullies. 

Today, sadly all are either gone or under 
threat from invasive species, human and 
domestic animal invasion, and the woods’ 
surroundings. 

Role in eco-system 

The summit is a key landmark for 
migrating birds such as the warblers. Bird 
Protection Quebec no longer convenes its 
Warbler Walks in Summit Woods. Al -
though a reason was not given, a decline 
in migrating bird sightings is evident. 

Photographs were shown of formerly 
clearly marked and gravelled trails that 
were established in 1980 by Sandra Don-
aldson, who was given a generous budget 

and council support to resurrect the 
woods. Little of that remains today. Wood 
chip covered trails, lined by stones, tree 
stumps and logs would help in under-
growth recovery, contended Fretz. 

Other cities have taken much more as -
sertive action, he continued. Montreal re -
quires that dogs be on leash in all public 
places at all times, including Mount Royal 
The only exception is in fenced areas des-
ignated as dog parks. The goal of Montreal 
is to allow the brittle undergrowth and deli-
cate insect life to survive and provide a safe 
setting for young children and their par-
ents. Several mothers have stated they can 
no longer go to Summit Woods because of 
the danger from dogs, said Fretz. Montreal 
also erects discreet and descriptive pictorial 
signs to educate visitors of the dangers to 
the ecosystem. 

Fretz also pointed out the need for vol-
unteers who are supported by council. 
“The city cannot do everything,” said Fretz. 
Les amis de la montagne, a conservation 
group targetting Mount Royal, does an 
exceptional job and is strongly supported 
by the Montreal council, he said, but the 
city of Westmount no longer coordinates 
an official Summit Woods consultation 
and volunteer group. 

The final words of Fretz’s presentation 
were for the need of volunteers in order for 
Summit Woods to survive. 

Discussion 

The lecture was followed by many ques-
tions and discussions amongst the approxi-
mately 20 participants, including: 

Why is there no published plan or tar-•
gets for the woods or Westmount’s green 
spaces? 
Why does the city not follow all other •
cities and require dogs to be on leash at 
all times? 

There should be enforceable legal pro-•
tection for the woods. 
The woods as a protected nature reserve •
should have a dedicated councillor, sep-
arate from any city department. 
Vigorous discussions continued past 8 

pm. Fretz thanked The Visual Arts Centre 
for kindly allowing the meeting, and a vol-
untary donation to the centre was re quest -
ed.
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Arlo Puppy, fun summer ahead 

Adorable and affectionate, at eight 
months of age Arlo is at the Montreal 
SPCA kennel. Thanks to you, we hope it 
will not be for much longer. 

This pup is very handsome and attent-
ive, yet a bit overwhelmed and in need of 
a home environment. Being shy in a big 
kennel filled with other dogs is quite nor-
mal for a juvenile, so he will likely thrive 
once he is in a daily family routine. 

Arlo is very healthy, up to date with his 
inoculations for his age, neutered and 
microchipped. 

At the Montreal SPCA website, which 
is at www.spca.com, you can find more 
information on Arlo’s presentation page 
through his information number, 
2000221376. 

This stunning young fellow is available 
for visits daily as the Montreal SPCA is 
open every day, Monday to Friday from 3 
pm to 8 pm, and Saturday and Sunday 
from 11 am to 6 pm. It is located at 5215 
Jean Talon St. West, Côte des Neiges, Mon-
treal H4P 1X4. 

Please consider adopting Arlo and drop-

ping by to visit the coordinators to discuss 
your interest and present yourself. It is a 
wonderful time to start the conversation 
about making Arlo a member of your 
family. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

John Fretz tries to answers questions from the 
audience, many of which he said had already 
been asked of council without an acceptable 
response.
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Police give seniors wide array of advice 
By Jennifer Ball 

Station 12 community relations officer 
Antonino Petrotta, who has 28 years of ex -
perience, delivered a talk about fraud 
aware ness to Contactivity members on 
May 15 at the Westmount recreation 
centre. 

Petrotta said “We are having certain dif-
ficulties in the Westmount area.” He 
alerted Contactivity members to one recent 
scam where a fraudster is impersonating 
a police officer from Station 22. 

The perpetrator “is calling people and 
telling them that they have been a victim 
of fraud – and this is not limited to Station 
22. He is trying to get your personal in -
formation.” 

The research he shared indicated, “Vul-
nerable people are the most effected be -
cause: there is an accumulation of wealth; 
a decline in cognitive or functionable abil-
ities; physical, psychological or social 
dependence on another person; and social 
isolation.” 

Petrotta distributed literature that pro-
vides an overview of four different types of 
crimes and scams: 

Jewellery theft, •
Contractor fraud, •
“Grandson” fraud, •
Credit/debit card theft. •

Specific advice 

In jewellery theft, the thief – usually act-
ing alone – uses false pretences to get close 
to you by asking for directions. They may 
offer you a piece of jewellery at no cost, and 
get you to try it on, all while stealing your 
valuable jewellery without your knowledge. 

Prevention: Refuse a gift from a stranger 
and travel in a group. 

In contractor fraud, the defrauder 
usually acts alone and comes to your house 
to offer construction services and asks for 
a deposit. 

Prevention: Check reliability with the 
Regie du batiment du Quebec and talk to 

someone you trust before providing 
money. 

In “grandson” fraud, the defrauder calls 
you pretending that your grandchild is in 
grave danger and asks for a large sum of 
money to help them. 

Prevention: Ask a personal question only 
your grandson could answer. Police have 
also advised in the past to check the story 
out with other family members. 

In credit/debit card theft, thieves work 
in groups of two or three. One films your 
PIN while another distracts you. 

Prevention: Always hide your PIN with 
your hand and be wary of anyone coming 
too close to you or trying to distract you 
during a transaction. 

Petrotta provided these resources: 
9-1-1, •
1-888-489-2287: Elder abuse line, •
Canadian anti-fraud centre: 1-888-495-•
8501.

LORRI FAUGHNAN 
courtier immobilier résidentiel & commercial 

To  B u y  a n d  S e l l  
5 1 4 . 7 1 5 . 6 2 0 1  

lorrifaughnan@gmail.com 
lorrifaughnan.ca 

R E / M A X  A c t i o n  –  W E S T M O U N T

À  V O T R E  S E R V I C E  * * *  A T  Y O U R  S E R V I C E

N O  O N E  I N  T H E  W O R L D  S E L L S  M O R E  T H A N  R E / M A X

406 Pine Ave W #66 
Spacious 2 brs in elegant circa 1930 
building, steps to McGill University

SOLD

4789 Grosvenor MLS # 11465565

SOLD

AVAILABLE JUNE 1st  
406 Pine Ave. W. #25 

Spacious 2 brs, steps to McGill University, 
perfect for professors, students, 

$447,000 – MLS #28229018

Station 12 community relations officer Antoni-
no Petrotta delivered a fraud awareness presen-
tation to members of Contactivity at the West-
mount recreation centre on May 15.

Cabot Square entrance 
to Atwater Metro re-opens 
By Jennifer Ball 

The Cabot Square entrance to the At -
water Metro station was to re-open on May 
1 after closing to commuters on November 
1, 2024, but the date was pushed back a 
month to allow work on the roof to be car-
ried out. 

The Metro entrance is found in Cabot 
Square at the corner of Atwater Ave. and 
St. Catherine St., and is east of West-

mount’s border with downtown. 
On April 30, Laurence Houde-Roy, cor-

porate advisor in public affairs at the Mon-
treal Transport Company (STM), told the 
Independent, “The Cabot Square entrance 
at the Atwater Metro station will remain 
closed for a few more weeks while roofing 
work is scheduled to take place… 

“This is not due to customer safety con-
cerns. The exact re-
opening date is yet to be continued on p. 24
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CCollange 
L I N G E R I E

1379 ave. Greene, Westmount 
514 285-8525

Now available at

Stewie, best buddy 

Posing up a storm and stretching, 
 Stewie is a young tabby who is full of inter-
est for all around him as he is very curious 
and charismatic. 

He is presently at the Montreal SPCA 
cattery, ready to bond with a new family. 
He is a very healthy young cat, two years 
old, up to date with his inoculations, neu-
tered and microchipped. 

You can find out more about Stewie by 
going to the Montreal SPCA website at 
www.spca.com, scrolling to his informa-
tion page by his identification number, 
200026942, and making plans to drop by 
the cattery. 

The shelter is open every day, from 
Monday to Friday from 3 pm to 8 pm and 
Saturday and Sunday from 11 am to 6 pm. 
The SPCA is located at 5215 Jean Talon St. 
West, Côte des Neiges, Montreal H4P 1X4. 

Please do not hesitate to drop by to visit 
Stewie and discuss adoption with the coor-
dinators. They will be pleased to answer 
all your questions and consider your fam-
ily’s interest. Stewie is very handsome and 

most affectionate, a good friend waiting 
for a ride home with everyone, making 
memories together. 

Your neighbour, Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

determined, depending on the progress of 
the work.” 

On May 26, the Independent invited 
Houde-Roy to provide an update on how 
the roof work was progressing and if a re-
opening date had been determined, to 
which she replied, “The re-opening of the 
building is currently scheduled for May 31.” 

The statements were provided in 
French and were translated by DeepL 
translator. 

The entrance was open when the Inde-
pendent checked on June 2. 

In November 2024, Houde-Roy said that 
the closure was instituted in order to “… 
reduce the occurrence of mischief and 
unwanted or dangerous behaviour, such as 
intimidation and drug use.” 

When the Independent reported on a 
previous closure (April 30, 2024, p. 13) – 
the entrance had been closed from April 
19 until April 30, 2024, again for safety rea-
sons. It re-opened on May 1, 2024.

Cabot Square, cont’d from p. 23
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Humane Society becomes Humane World of Animals 

Humane Society International Canada 
premiered its name change to Humane 
World of Animals (HWA) during a special 
soirée at the Canadian Centre for Architec-
ture (CCA). 

The new title reflects the organization’s 
global impact and commitment to all ani-
mals. To officially launch the re-brand, a 
worldwide TV advertisement envisioning 
a future without animal cruelty was set to 
a never-before-heard rendition of Peter 
Gabriel’s iconic 1977 hit “Solsbury Hill.” 
Recorded by pop superstar Sia, it can be 
viewed on YouTube. 

Today, the organization has projects in 
more than 50 countries tackling animal 
cruelty including the fur trade, dog-and-
cat meat trades, factory farming, commer-
cial whaling, trophy hunting and the illegal 
wildlife trade, animal testing and puppy 
farming. 

At the cocktail-dinatoîre, speeches were 
given by HWA Canada’s director, Rebecca 
Aldworth, and Ewa Demianowicz, senior 
campaign manager. 

Highlighting key achievements and 
stories of field work, they included the lar-
gest puppy mill and zoo rescues in Cana-
dian history; major legislative victories and 
impact on the seal slaughter. 

RDS/TSN sports analyst and lifelong 

animal advocate Ray La londe spoke about 
his commitment to animal welfare. 
Toronto-area MP Nathaniel Erskine-Smith 
addressed the importance of animal wel-
fare in legislation and his contributions to 
the cause. 

Radio host Olivier Poitras recounted 
heart-warming anecdotes about his rescue 
dog. Booths showcased the Centre for Care 
and Rehabilitation in Vaudreuil-Dorion, 
and the centre’s behav-
ioural specialists offered 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Nathaniel Erskine-Smith. Rebecca Aldworth. 

continued on p. 26
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before moving onto the next vehicle,” Yigit 
said. 

Although the video didn’t show the sus-
pect actually getting in, he said it should 
serve as a reminder to car owners to always 
lock up, even if the vehicle is parked in a 
private driveway. 

Unlocked front door leads to robbery 

A recent household burglary in West-
mount was easily preventable: the home’s 
owners could simply have kept their front 
door locked at night. 

“The door was unlocked and someone 
just walked in and stole cash,” said Cst. 
Yigit, describing the incident during the 
early morning hours on Strathcona Ave. 
on May 24. 

As a result, Station 12 officers have been 
assigned to canvas nearby homes to see if 
any are equipped with video security cam-
eras that could yield images of the suspect. 

On a small amount of video footage fur-
nished by the owners, the suspect is seen 
walking into the home through an unlock -
ed front entrance. When he left, he closed 
the door behind him. 

The owners were asleep upstairs the 
whole time, according to Yigit. After wak-
ing up in the morning, they saw signs that 
the first floor had been rummaged and 
searched. Images from their security cam-
eras confirmed they’d been robbed. 

Robbery foiled on summit 

Some homeowners on Summit Cres-
cent were luckier four days later when they 
had a break-in attempt. 

According to the incident report filed at 
Station 12, a burglar alarm that went off 
during the night on May 28 prompted the 
alarm monitoring service provider to con-
tact the police about a possible intrusion 
in progress. 

“When the officers arrived on the scene, 
they walked around and noticed that the 
back door was open,” Yigit said, although 
an inner door was still shut.

Police report, cont’d from p. 8
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pet care advice. 
The silent auction was a great success 

with items such as a trip for two anywhere 
WestJet flies, a signed Suzuki Canadiens 
jersey, a stay in Prince Edward County with 
a winery tour, and a stay in Ottawa at the 
Château Laurier. 

The event was catered by the vegan res-
taurant Archway with chefs Amy Syming-
ton, François Murphy and the Buddhist 
chef Jean-Philip Cyr in attendance. Gold 
sponsor was Decarie Motors.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 25

Chefs François Murphy and Amy Symington, 
wife of Nathaniel Erskine-Smith. 

◀ Jean-Philip Cyr.

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com

Snuff Bottles

Convenient, caring, 
personalized attention 

At Uniprix Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji, we pride ourselves on delivering 
exceptional customer service, quick and efficient prescription 
filling, and personalized wellness consultations to meet your 

unique health needs. 
As a local compounding pharmacy, we go beyond the ordinary to 

create custom medications tailored just for you and your loved ones. 

Visit us today and experience the difference 
of personalized care, right here in Westmount.

5025 Sherbrooke (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 Fax: 514-484-2205 
street-level entrance – free parking in the back of medical building 

pharmacymontreal@gmail.com www.montrealpharmacy.com

PHARMACIE 
PHARMACY

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Housekeeping/Housesitting 

Regular Residential Cleaning Services and House Sitting for 
travelers, damage insurance $2,000,000, some availability, pro-
fessional service, free estimate Marie 514-290-1673. 

Garden/Yard work 

Garden cleaning, Leaves, Weeding, Mulch, Yard Cleanup. Leave 
a message or send a text to 514-294-5562. 

For Sale in Jerusalem 

Exceptional Single Family Home, 8 bedrooms and private garden. 
Exclusive area walking distance to Old City, all major hotels and 
all amenities. Contact Gross Realty, Call: +1-972-509290770 or 
email chayagross770@gmail.com. 

Garage Sale 

Designer clothing, shoes, plates, dishes, house hold items, 
paintings. Time: Saturday June 7th and Sunday June 8th; 9 AM-
4 PM Location: 466 Mount Pleasant, Westmount.  

Handyman Available 

Handyman, over 25 years experience; minor construction repairs, 
painting, plastering, gyproc, ceramic tiles for bathrooms and 
back splashes, etc. Reasonable hourly rates. References on re-
quest. Text or call Tom 438-483-1725.

Mini Social Calendar 
One item did not f it when we listed most 

of the spring’s social events (April 8, p. 7). 

June, Monday, June 9 

ICRF 50th Anniversary Gala. Co-chairs 
Vivian Billick, Dana Frank, Meagan Rein-
ish and Jeff Solomon. Featuring Grammy-
nominated multiplatinum artist Gavin 
DeGraw. Place des Arts, 175 St. Catherine 
West. (Parking free for sponsors.) Tickets 
start at $100. VIP $360 includes cocktail 
reception. Sponsorships start at $1,800. 
Information: icrfmontreal.org.

Classified in the 

INDEPENDENT 
Why list your goods (or services) on 

fly-by-night, who-knows-who-is-replying 
websites when you can list (and sell) 

locally? Buy a classified in the 
WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT 

514-664-6138 
Buy locally to sell locally
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

4 3 + 1 2 2Westmount
30 SUNNYSIDE AV.

Westmount
3999 MONTROSE AV.

BREATHTAKING PANORAMIC VIEWS

22

Westmount
347 METCALFE AV.

$1,989,000

TOP LOCATION

NEW NEW

Westmount
25 BELLEVUE AV.

NEW

Westmount
629 MURRAY HILL AV.

LET US DO THE SAME FOR YOU!

4 3 + 1

FULLY RENOVATED

NEWNEW

$6,850,000$7,950,000

1st
RECORD

SALE*
SOLDNEW

Westmount
2 WESTMOUNT-SQUARE, APT. 16C

2nd
RECORD

SALE*

*RESIDENTIAL CONDO/APT, WESTMOUNT SOLD ON MLS, 2025*SINGLE/FAMILY HOME, WESTMOUNT SOLD ON MLS, 2025
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Our Other Unparalleled International Network

514.726.2077
crfontaine@profusion.global Scan this QR Code to view

all of our listings.

CARL KNOWS
HOW TO MAKE YOUR PROPERTY 
STAND OUT IN TODAY’S MARKET  

REAL ESTATE BROKER

$699,000
1192-1198 DALCOURT,
VILLE-MARIE

$945,000
2243 QUESNEL,
LE SUD OUEST

$1,695,000
45 CHESTERFIELD,
WESTMOUNT

$2,450,000
400 DE LA PRUNELLE
ÎLE-DES-SŒURS

$2,095,000
75 DES PINS, APT. 407,
LE PLATEAU MONT-ROYAL

$1,995,000
1455 SHERBROOKE O., APT. PH7,
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

$1,599,000 OU $7,300/MOIS
252 DE LA ROTONDE,
ÎLE-DES-SŒURS

$1,368,000
200 DES SOMMETS, APP. 601,
ÎLE-DES-SŒURS

$795,000
1321 SHERBROOKE O., APT. D70,
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

$679,000
900 SHERBROOKE O., APT. 72, 
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

$1,699,000
493 DE LA VIGNE,
ÎLE-DES-SŒURS

PENTHOUSE

$1,499,000
3940 DE LA CÔTE-DES-NEIGES, APP. B52,
VILLE-MARIE

NEWLY PRICED

4PLEX

INTRODUCING


