
‘Moment of remembrance’: Mayor Smith 

City inaugurates Doug Ellis memorial 
garden in Westmount Park 
By Laureen Sweeney 

It was a long time coming. But the in -
auguration of the city’s Douglas Firstbrook 
Ellis memorial garden at the southwest 
portion of Westmount Park had been 
planned for the start of the holiday Labour 
Day weekend and the threat of rain was not 

going to derail it. The city was ready with 
a tent, just in case, and everything was pre-
pared. 

It did not rain and the site on Lans-
downe near the Westmount recreation 
centre was officially open ed and dedicated 
August 29 to the memory of hockey pro-
digy Doug Ellis, whose life was described 
as “profoundly affected by the sexual abuse 
he suffered in his youth” at the hands of a 
now deceased city of Westmount depart-
ment director, employee and coach. The 
trauma was des cribed as 
having deeply impacted 
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Sidewalk sales, face painting 

Victoria village fall festival 
set for weekend Sept. 5-6 
By Laureen Sweeney 

The Victoria village fall street festival 
Friday and Saturday, September 5 and 6 
comes as a celebration of the renewed 
street as work crews put finishing touches 
on the city reconstruction of Sherbrooke 
St. from Grosvenor to Claremont last week. 

“It’s been a difficult time for the mer-
chants on Sherbrooke this summer with 

the construction,” said Cynthia Lulham, 
general manager of the merchants’ associ-
ation. “It’s time for a village celebration. 
Come support our merchants, find a deal, 
enjoy a meal and see the new sidewalks, 
crosswalks and paving with improved 
safety and enhanced pedestrian experi-
ences.” 

Merchants are ex -
pect ed to be offering 

Over 50 survivors, family members and supporters gathered at the inauguration of the Douglas 
Firstbrook Ellis memorial garden August 29 at the corner of Lansdowne and St. Catherine. Attendees 
came from as far away as Australia, California and British Columbia. Mayor Christina Smith, left, 
addressed the gathering, as did representatives of the victims and their families, who thanked the 
city for its approach to the case, applauded the courage of the survivors and called for remembrance. 
Among those present were Doug Ellis' mother Ruth (front row, second from the left), brother Brad 
(third from left) and father Brook (right), and lead plaintiff Matthew Bissonnette (second from 
right), who also spoke. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Municipal 
election news 

In the race 

coverage to come: 
● incumbent Conrad Peart (District 4) 
● new candidate Julie Ledoux (District 6) 
● incumbent Matt Aronson (District 7) 
● incumbent Kathleeen Kez (District 8) 

continued on p. 3

continued on p. 3

Stern enters mayoral race, 
third to do so 

See p. 12
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BRIGHT & CHARMING SPLIT-LEVEL

Beaconsfield | 38 Av. Margaret-Ann | $1,075,000 Westmount | 4476 Rue Ste-Catherine O., apt. 202 | $899,000

NEW PRICE

STUNNINGLY RENOVATED 2-BED CONDO

Westmount 
285 Av. Clarke, apt. 101 | $1,150,000 

Golden Square Mile | 1455 Rue Sherbrooke 
O., apt. 512 | $549,000 

Westmount 
50-52 Av. Columbia | $1,450,000 

Westmount 
50 Av. Columbia | $3,500/mo

BRIGHT & SPACIOUS CONDO 

BRIGHT 1+1 BEDROOM RENOVATED 2+1 BED APARTMENT 

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce 
4961 Av. Randall | $850,000 

FULLY RENOVATED 4-BED CONDO 

Notre-Dame-de-Grâce 
6830 Av. de Monkland | $1,275,000 

ELEGANT 2+1 BED FAMILY HOME SUNNY RENOVATED DUPLEX 

Westmount 
399 Av. Clarke, apt. 103-1E | $399,000 

RENOVATED 1-BED CONDO 

Westmount | 4500 Boul. De Maisonneuve 
O., apt. 41 | $2,800/mo 

BRIGHT 2-BED CONDO 

FEATURED NEW RENTAL

FEATURED FEATURED FEATURED

FEATUREDFEATURED

FEATURED

NEW LISTING



Public Security tracks down suspicious man 
By Laureen Sweeney 

When Public Security received a call 
August 24 at 8 am for a dispute between 
two men on Greene Ave., they followed 
one described as acting “irrationally.” 
Beard ed, wearing flip-flops and a green 
shirt, he was tracked down on Elm possibly 
following a woman walking a dog. 

Described as “possibly intoxicated,” and 
having no fixed address, police were called 
and the man taken to hospital “for his own 
well-being.” 

Boys still playing 
‘ring and run’ 

Two “young” boys ringing doorbells and 
then running away on Prince Albert 
August 24 were found on St. George’s 

Place, Public Security officials said. Police 
were called and parents advised. They were 
described as aged 12 and 13 and were hold-
ing a toy gun. 

Traffic routed south at 
Cedar when branch falls 
at Mountain 

A Public Security patroller August 23 at 
10:20 pm came across a large tree branch 
that had fallen at Cedar at Mountain, 
according to department officials. A patrol 
car was stationed at the intersection and 
traffic routed south until Public Works 
attended to clean up the debris. 
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jillprevost.com R E A L  E S TAT E  B R O K E R 514.591.0804 Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest  
Real Estate Agency

JILL PRÉVOST

OPEN HOUSE SEPTEMBER 7th, 2-4 PM, WESTMOUNT ADJ.

5011 ROSLYN | $1,349,000 | MLS 26112181 
Buying this home 3 blocks north of Westmount saves you $250,000+! From the purchase price to higher taxes, costlier renovations, 

and the stress from urban planning, this home will save you money! Impeccably maintained and upgraded since 1972, this 4+1 bedroom 
home with DOUBLE GARAGE could be the smart start of your next chapter.

merchandise on the sidewalk Friday (10 
am to 6 pm) and again Saturday (10 am to 
5 pm). “Face Painting with Diva” also takes 
place on the Friday 3 to 6 pm and again on 
Saturday 11 am to 4 pm. Some will con-
tinue on Sunday. 

An “artist colony” is planned to be fea-
tured at Sherbrooke and Victoria as well as 
at Somerville and Victoria featuring pho-
tography, ceramics and painting with dis-
plays as well as selling. 

Centred at Prince Albert square 

On both Friday and Saturday, Prince 
Albert square is being billed as a centre of 
various musicians and other forms of 
entertainment at various times to be con-
sulted at the merchants’ website www.vic-
toriavillage.ca. 

Street magic with Monsieur Magic and 
circus acts with Amanda Dandelion are 
also billed for Saturday. People who like to 
sing are invited to join in with the NDG 
Club Choir for community singing at 2 pm 
Saturday.

Vic village fall festival, cont’d from p. 1

his life and led to his premature passing 
at age 45. 

“This moment of remembrance,” ex -
plained Mayor Christina Smith before-
hand, “is intended to honour the memory 
of those affected, ac know ledge the suffer-
ing endured and re-affirm our shared com-
mitment to truth, justice and the protec-
tion of all children.” 

Designed to resemble centre ice at a 
hockey rink, the garden’s creation was a 
part of the settlement of a $2.5-million 
class action reached between the victims 
and the city, and ap prov ed by a Superior 
Court judge in May 2017 (see January 31, 
2017, p. 1, June 6, 2017, p. 3). 

After the city employee’s death, the law-
suit had been filed in Quebec Superior 
Court in 2015 by Matthew Bissonnette, one 
of his former players, who attended the 
event and spoke, as did both of Ellis’ par-
ents, Ruth and Brook.

Doug Ellis memorial, cont’d from p. 1

No Police Report this issue 
We spoke to local police last week, but 

our early Labour Day print deadline kept 
us from having the interview in this issue. 
Look for it next week. – DP.

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906
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514-592-3244 MY #1 PRIORITY IS PROMOTING YOUR PROPERTY!

PRESTIGIOUS address offers privacy, security and 24 hour full services. Elegant lobby, landscaped grounds, common terrace, courtyard with fountain. Across from RITZ, walk to 
universities, high end shops and restaurants. CENTRIS #17113182. $1,695,000

ROSEMARIE MARTIN 
514-592-3244 
RMARTIN@REMAX-QUEBEC.COM

Le Château

GOLDEN SQUARE MILE! Unique opportunity to own a renovated 3 bedroom + office corner unit. Two full bathrooms, powderoom, sauna, plus 
parking. Unit faces mountain, sunny and quiet exposure.

Frontage Living room Dining room

Primary bedroom Bedroom SaunaKitchen

Mixed messages 

On Sherbrooke eastbound, a left onto Argyle is both part of a detour and prohibited, as seen August 16. The reason for the temporary no-left-turn is 
not evident. It was still in this configuration when the Independent went by August 25. Circles added by Independent. Photo: Ralph Thompson. 
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WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 corner Grosvenor

• All services maintain 
your warranty 

• Pick-up/drop-off available 
514-932-1554

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

All makes, 
all models. 

All mechanical 
& body work, 
including to 

electric vehicles

Tire 
changes: 

15% off 
by Sept. 30

Candidate for District 5 councillor 

Architect Shawn Moss advocates collaboration 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Architect Shawn Moss has an nounced 
his intention to run for city council “as a 
proud resident of District 5” and with 20 
years of professional experience that in -
cludes design work on the Westmount rec-
reation centre (WRC). 

“My specialization in sustainable design 
reflects my commitment to building a 
green er, more resilient future for West-
mount,” he said. 

His professional career has been de -
fined by one core principle, he added. This 
is that “successful projects are built on col-
laboration…aligning diverse perspectives 
and bringing together conflicting inputs 
into a cohesive whole.” 

Now, as the father of a seven-year-old 
boy, and having worked here for many 
years before that, “I have a deep appreci-
ation for what makes our city special.” His 
focus, he explained “has always been on 
the greater good and bringing conflicting 
inputs into a cohesive whole.” This is the 
approach he hopes to bring to contribute 
to council decisions. 

He is also “deeply fond” of District 5 
noting its housing of different sizes, Vic-
toria village and proximity to “great public 
resources.” 

Serving the community 

Moss holds undergraduate and master’s 
degrees in architecture from McGill award -
ed in 2001 and 2004 and is a member of 
the Ordre des architectes du Québec 
(OAQ). In addition to working on many 
contracts such as ones regarding Con-
cordia, McGill and Montreal airport, he is 
currently working with Aedifica as a senior 

architect. 
“I have always also dedicated time to 

volunteer on a variety of boards and com-

mittees” including the OAQ, the Canadian 
Green Building Council and preschool par-
ents’ committees. 

At the time that he worked on the WRC 
(opened in 2013), “I was involved in a bit 
of everything: I remember designing the 
pool to FINA [aquatic] standards as well as 
including the kiddy pool, the dressing 
rooms, the multi-functional room, picking 
door hardware. 

“I also remember working closely with 
[architect] Erik Marosi on the Lansdowne 
façade and coordinating the landscaping 
with the landscape architect. As well as 
drafting the plans (we were working in 3D) 
and supervising the construction work, we 
were a pretty big team but it was my main 
project for many years.” 

He said that when the opportunity arose 
to represent District 5, “I realized this was 
my chance to serve a community that I 
appreciate at a time of both disruption and 
new opportunities. 

“I will be approaching this [council] role 
with an open mind and a clear mission: to 
work with residents and future colleagues 
on council to not only maintain but also 
improve the wonderful neighbourhood we 
call home.”

Shawn Moss photographed in the back garden 
of his home on August 15. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca
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City councils ought not 
vote on legislation not 
yet in force 

On September 8, Westmount council 
members will vote on a set of zoning 
changes required for the implementation 
of the special planning program (a Plan 
Particulier d’Urbanisme) for the southeast 
sector. 

This plan involves a number of high-rise 
towers, as well as increased densification, 
and has resulted in a significant amount of 
opposition, including from former mayors. 
Once these zoning changes are put in 
place, they are impossible to rescind.* With 
an upcoming election in November, the 
obvious question is why would council vote 
on this issue at this time? 

The response from the mayor, Christina 
Smith, is that these are the requirements 
of the revised PMAD (the Plan Metropoli-
tan d’aménagement et de développement), 
which is the legislation undertaken by the 
the Communauté métropolitaine de Mon-
tréal as part of the overall planning process 
for the greater Montreal region. 

What the mayor does not state is that 
the revised PMAD does not come into 
force until it is officially promulgated 
(which is expected in December 2025). 

After that, the agglomeration has two years 
to adopt it in a new schéma, and the 
municipalities an additional six months to 
bring their by-laws into concordance. 
Thus, we are looking three years down 
before any new density thresholds become 
a requirement. 

Consequently, today, Westmount is 
required to follow the densities specified 
in the current PMAD, and these require-
ments do not necessitate the densities 
specified in the Lemay plan. 

When the legislator mandated a six-
month period after the new schéma was put 
in place, it did so because that is the logical 
time to amend the municipal by-laws, 
when the path forward is clear because that 
is exactly the intent of the schéma. 

In the context of so much opposition 
two months before a municipal election, 
to amend the by-laws and re-zone today to 
satisfy a document that might only come 
into play in three years’ time, and which 
will be modified by a new agglomeration 
schéma that is not even on the drawing 
board, is insanity. 

Jon Breslaw, Grosvenor Ave. 
*Editor’s note: That was not what the city 
said when I asked. See “Even if passed, 
southeast project could be repealed: city,” 
August 12, p. 12. – DP. 

Letters to the Editor

Estate &
Moving Sales

We Provide
Professional Evaluations

Staging of your home
Courteous & bonded Staff

Clean-up after sale

Iona & Marvin
514-501-9072

Master Editions
Antiques & collectibles

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

Statement from Jonathan Wener 
Supported by André Desmarais and Stephen Bronfman 

On Supporting the PPU and Revitalization of Sainte-Catherine 
As a long-time resident of Westmount, I care deeply about the future 
of our community. Sainte-Catherine Street near Atwater has long been 
one of Westmount’s most important gateways. Today, it is in an 
unacceptable state, unsafe, underused, and in decline. Vacant lots, 
failing businesses, and repeated incidents of violence are symptoms 
of years of stagnation. It is deeply troubling that this vital corridor 
has been allowed to deteriorate for so long, with yet another serious 
incident of violence occurring this month underscoring the urgency 
of action. Our community deserves better. 

For more than two years, City Council, sta , and citizens have 
worked tirelessly to prepare the Special Urban Planning Program 
(PPU). Consultations were held, adjustments were made, and 
taxpayer resources were invested in building a balanced plan. 
The result is not perfect, no plan ever is, but it is thoughtful, 
achievable, and urgently needed. 

History teaches us that bold leadership is never easy. Major projects 
always face opposition. But once implemented, they deliver benefits 
that far outweigh the fears. The southeast sector is overdue for 
that kind of renewal. 

The alternative, delaying and continuing with low-density zoning, has 
already failed us. It has left the area vulnerable to crime, unattractive to 
investors, and damaging to Westmount’s reputation. Further delay now 

would undo years of progress, waste hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in resources, and condemn Sainte-Catherine to more decline. 

While I have long believed a two-tower, 30-storey approach could bring 
even greater benefits if property owners cooperated, I strongly support 
the current PPU. A well-executed redevelopment, anchored by strong 
design and community collaboration, will be a vast improvement. 

Approval on September 8th is not the end; it is the beginning. 
The real work will come after adoption, as the city, its citizens, and 
developers work together to ensure the revitalization plan respects 
our heritage while creating a safe, vibrant, and prosperous future. 

We cannot allow the pursuit of perfection to become an excuse for 
paralysis.  Perfection is the enemy of progress.  

Accordingly, I support the adoption of the current PPU, while 
expressing the hope that property owners will remain open to 
exploring the two-tower alternative in the future, which would 
still remain possible even after approval. 

The time for Westmount to move forward is now. 

Jonathan Wener, Chairman – Canderel 
André Desmarais, Deputy Chairman – Power Corporation 

Stephen Bronfman, Chairman – Claridge

continued on p. 10
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Dorchester Blvd. is 
not Dorchester St. 

I agree with most of the brilliant, thor-
ough and helpful Indie editorial of July 8 
(p. 6) regarding the city’s southeast plans. 
But a letter from Brigitte Barrette of Dor-
chester Blvd in the August 19 Indie (p. 18) 
leads me to comment. 

Mrs. Barrette’s letter refers to “the des -
truction of a residential boulevard” in the 
1960s. In fact, as the photo accompanying 
the editorial shows, Dorchester St. was a 
simple two-way street with one lane of traf-
fic in each direction, and one parking lane. 
It was 40 feet wide (12.2m). 

I also note that the since-demolished 
houses on the north side had as many as 
four floors of living space. For example, 
the house in the photo has an almost-
ground-level “basement,” stairs with 14 
steps leading up eight feet to the front door, 
and dormer windows in the sloped roof 
(often staff quarters). 

These houses and gardens were backed 
by houses and gardens on the south side 
of Tupper Ave. All of this was unfortu-
nately demolished in the 1960s, destroying 
the neighbourhood. 

Now that the street has been widened 
considerably to 84 feet (25.6m) with a large 
grass median dividing the east- and west-
bound lanes, the depth of the properties 
on Dorchester has been reduced by 44 feet 
(13.4m). Where back-to-back houses exist -
ed on Dorchester and Tupper, only houses 
on Dorchester would now be possible, and 
their rear gardens would face the Reddy 

Memorial building, 79 feet to 128 feet tall 
(24 to 39m). This is not attractive to poten-
tial home buyers. 

What is more, the house in the photo 
has since been replaced by a commercial 
building stretching from Dorchester to 
Tupper that is 105 feet tall (32m). Do you 
want a house next door to that? 

No. It is impossible to recreate the 
neigh bourhood as it was. And regarding 
heights, people forget that one of the build-
ings on narrow Dorchester (corner Greene) 
demolished in the 1960s was the Calvary 
Church, 70ft (21.3m) tall, equivalent to a 
six- or seven-storey building. 

I see no problem with having a five- or 
six-storey residential buildings on such a 
wide street in what has been a parking lot 
for 60 years. Think of walkable Paris with 
all the six- and seven-storey buildings lin-
ing wide sidewalks and streets. Think of 
purely residential buildings resembling the 
height and look of the building on Greene 
Ave. that houses the 5 Saisons. This will 
preserve the residential character and 
human scale of Dorchester, while allowing 
young people to live in our wonderful com-
munity. Our first happy home in West-
mount for two years as a young married 
couple was a one-bedroom apartment in 
the Alexis Nihon tower. 

Dorchester can again be a gem of a 
neighbourhood for young people. New 
townhouses costing $4 million will not 
accomplish this. 

St. Catherine street is another matter. It 
already has seven high rises, with one 
reaching 33 floors. Infilling with short 

buildings will look ridiculous, but the pro-
posed four towers should be reduced in 
number. 

No plan will satisfy everyone. I am very 
pleased that the current council is showing 
the courage to make a decision that pre-
vious councils neglected to do for 60 years, 
kicking the can down the road, at great cost 
of lost revenue that could have allowed 
Westmount to again have the finest roads 
and sidewalks on the island on Montreal. 

Patrick Martin, The Boulevard 
Editor’s note: Patrick Martin was a city 
councillor from 2005 to 2017. – DP 

Consider known, unknown 
flaws in southeast plan 

The Lemay plan for the southeast as -
sumes* the demolition of the old Reddy 
Memorial Hospital building. How many 
residents know this? 

During the public presentation and 
workshop last year, a prominent West-
mount architect asked whether the de sign -
ers realized that the laneway between the 
Reddy and the planned high-rises on St. 
Catherine was too narrow to allow for 
deliveries to the new buildings. I recall only 
stunned silence. 

This first Lemay plan would have 
required deliveries to be made along St. 
Catherine, almost impossible as the street 
was to be totally restructured. This would 
have rendered the southeast design 
unworkable. How did the designers over-
look this? 

Fast forward to the final Lemay design. 
It shows the old Reddy site now with two 
10-storey buildings. Perhaps the demoli-
tion of the old Reddy building will permit 
the necessary widening of the lane to pro-
vide access for delivery trucks. 

The existing building contains social 
service offices as well as 140 housing units 
for refugees and asylum seekers. Does the 
Quebec government, the owner, know 
what is expected of them? Surely they will 
not evict the people living there but it will 
be a big challenge to find alternative 
accommodation in these years of severe 
housing shortages. 

At the final unveiling of the plan on 
June 18, residents heard nothing from the 
Urban Planning department or Lemay 
explaining this major change and its impli-
cations. Why? 

Too many design flaws have been 
pointed out by so many residents. How 
many more are there we know nothing 
about? 

Reject the current plan on September 
8. The next council can undertake the re-
assessment. 
Denis Biro, 5000 de Maisonneuve, NDG 

Editor’s note: * I am not sure that “as -
sumes” is the right word. The current 
proposal might allow for the demolition of 
the form er Reddy, but it is not predicated 
on it. All the other things permitted by the 
proposal could happen, as far as I know, 
with the “Reddy” staying as it is. – DP. 

Please stop claiming the 
‘McGill study’ reflects 
District 8’s wishes 

The study conducted by McGill stu-
dents [referenced in Honor Robertson’s 
letter of August 26, p. 8] has been misused 
for far too long. Out of 2,675 residents in 
District 8, only 48 were invited to partici-
pate in their survey, and just 20 people 
responded. 

The study itself admits it was not rep-
resentative, saying: “While the sampling 
method did not result in a representative 
group of residents in that area, it did pro-
vide insights from passionate residents 
about the future of the site.” Twenty voices 
cannot claim to speak for thousands. 

Even that study recognized that the 
south east, because of its location beside 
Atwater Metro, is a Transit Oriented Devel-
opment and subject to density requirements 
through the agglomeration’s PMAD. Its own 
guidelines speak of increasing the number 
of households and jobs, and en hancing 
property values while meeting diverse hous-
ing needs. These objectives align with those 
described in the city-commissioned initiat-
ive, Imagine Westmount Southeast. In the 
time since that study was authored, the 
agglomeration’s PMAD density require-
ments have become more stringent. 

Furthermore, the McGill students pro-
posed three initial visions, similar to both 
the city’s [AGIL] initiative eight years ago 
and Lemay’s Imagine Westmount South-
east proposal. Ultimately, similar solutions 
continue to be proposed for the north side 
of Dorchester. 

Isn’t this an example of insanity, i.e. 
doing the same thing over and over again 
and expecting different results? 

Although this is a contentious issue, I 
believe everyone agrees that clear action is 
needed. Doing nothing would mean the 
southeast would further deteriorate while 
guidelines get more stringent and cost of 
construction goes up. The city has consult -
ed widely. Hundreds of residents have 
spoken in the latest PPU process. Compare 
that to the 20 voices in the McGill study, 
which ironically also recognizes the guide-
lines that people do not want to accept. 

It is time to stop hiding behind an out-
dated, unrepresentative survey. It is time 
to act, rather than wait another eight more 
years for the same outcome. 

Michael Mossop, Columbia Ave.
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5475, ave Royalmount,  local 124, Mont-Royal (Qc)

www.huitresenmouvement.com 
514 703-4770

Quality Seafood

5 sections of cooked snow crab 
from Baie-Comeau. 7-8 oz

Mention the Westmount 
Independent newspaper 
and get a 10% discount

Platter of 25 Oysters 
Raspberry Point

Premium Seafood 
platter
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New candidate for mayor cites ‘decline’ in service quality 

Michael Stern announces his bid to ‘listen, lead, & deliver’ 
By Laureen Sweeney 

Michael Stern, a long-time resident of 
Westmount, recently launched his bid for 
the mayoralty in the November 2 munici-
pal election. He becomes the third candi-
date for the top council position following 
new candidate Lynne Casgrain and incum-
bent councillor Mary Gallery (see July 18, 
p. 1). Outgoing mayor Christina Smith is 
not running. 

“As mayor,” he told the Independent, “I 
will ensure that our city delivers what our 
residents deserve: better infrastructure, 
public services, and safety and security – 
in a more transparent way,” and bringing 
the permits system up to “today’s needs.” 

Under a slogan of “Listen, Lead and 
Deliver,” he said Westmount had been “a 
wonderful home for our family since 1990, 
however, we have seen a material decline 
in the quality of service.” 

From attending council meetings, he 
said, “there seems to be a lot of frustration 
from citizens that their requests and com-
plaints are not attended to quickly. I would 
commit to a 48-hour deadline to respond 
to all requests. I would like to hear a report 

at each meeting from our very ex -
perienced directrice générale [Julie 
Mandeville].” 

Stern, a chartered professional 
accountant (CPA) and manage-
ment consultant, explained that he 
had been involved professionally 
in “complex and dynamic situ-
ations” for over 45 years. “I under-
stand how large organizations are 
managed, and I know how to focus 
on fulfilling people’s needs while 
maintaining financial re spon -
sibility.” 

Platform’s focus 

His platform centres on provid-
ing well-maintained roads and 
parks, basic services (improved 
garbage and recycling, snow re -
moval and “easier access” to facil-
ities such as the pool); safety and 
security, transparency and ac -
countability. 

He said he cared “deeply about 
Westmount and I want our city to 
be a leader in governance and 
trans parency.” 

Stern graduated from McGill 
with a bachelor of commerce de -
gree and has been a CPA since 
1979. 

He retired as a partner with 
Ernst and Young in 2015, followed 
by chief financial officer positions 
in two technology companies. He 
has also served as president of the 
Shaar Hashomayim synagogue. 

“Westmount needs a new voice 
at the table, and an experienced 
leader at this moment in its his-
tory. 

“I plan to bring a customer-cen-
tric approach to the mayor’s office, 
to make sure that our residents 
can once again be proud of our 
storied city.” 

◀Mayoralty candidate Michael Stern 
photographed in his back garden 
August 25. Photo: Ralph Thompson.

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand wash & repairs 
of new and 

antique rugs 

Furniture & Wall to Wall 
Carpeting Experts 

40 PLUS YEARS SERVING 
WESTMOUNTERS WITH 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE 

AND WORKMANSHIP

WHEN QUALITY & 
EXPERTISE COUNT! 

YOU NEED TO CALL

RUG & CARPET 
CLEANING 

SPECIALISTS

A gentle and personalized approach 
in helping seniors relocate

(514) 808-4248 
kathleen@smallernest.com 

www.smallernest.com

Manage your entire move 
Plan your new layout on computer 
Empty an apartment or house 
Sell/donate unwanted items 
Arrange an estate sale 
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc… 
Arrange a moving company 
Pack & unpack your moving boxes 
Set up your new smaller nest
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Groupe Christina Miller - Real Estate Brokers | 1 Westmount Square #711, Westmount (QC) H3Z 2P9 | Profusion immobilier inc. - Real Estate Agency

CHRISTINAMILLER.CA

672 AV. BELMONT, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 3 BATHS | $2,625,000

1509 RUE SHERBROOKE O. #44, VILLE-MARIE
3+1 BEDS, 2 BATHS | $1,395,000

lovewhereyoulive514.934.2480

728 AV. UPPER-ROSLYN, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 4+1 BATHS | $3,998,000

56 AV. CHESTERFIELD, WESTMOUNT
4+1 BEDS, 4+1 BATHS | $3,950,000

139 AV. BALLANTYNE N., MONTRÉAL-OUEST
6 BEDS, 2+2 BATHS | $1,749,000

786 AV. UPPER-LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,375,000

762 AV. UPPER-LANSDOWNE, WESTMOUNT
5 BEDS, 4 BATHS | $2,375,000

481 AV. ARGYLE, WESTMOUNT
3 BEDS, 2+2 BATHS | $1,748,000

5 PLACE PARKMAN, WESTMOUNT
3 BEDS, 2 BATHS | $1,150,000

432 AV. CLAREMONT, WESTMOUNT
3 BEDS, 1+1 BATHS | $735,000

721 AV. UPPER-BELMONT, WESTMOUNT
4 BEDS, 3+1 BATHS | $2,595,000

4250 RUE ST-AMBROISE #111 , LE SUD-OUEST
2 BEDS, 1 BATH | $769,000

INTRODUCING

INTRODUCING



Safety fence coming to Westmount Park playground 
A new fence is being erected by the city 

of Westmount alongside the part of West-
mount Park on Melville that is used by 
Westmount Park School for recess. 

The Independent was alerted to it via an 
email from resident James Murphy, who 
is also running for council in District 5. 

“Last fall many of you supported a peti-
tion organized by a group of parents and 
neighbours of Westmount Park elemen-
tary school to [support the fence],” he wrote 
in a part of the email that forwarded his 
comments to a group of neighbours. 

“The lack of adequate schoolyard fenc-

ing meant, for safety reasons, many of 
these [Westmount Park School special 
needs] students were excluded from out-
door recess… 

“Overwhelmingly, the residents of Mel-
ville Ave. were supportive, and signed onto 

a petition asking for a fence (with appro-
priate access points). Based on that, Mayor 
Christina Smith and the city of Westmount 
are going ahead with the fence. 

“No child should be excluded from 
recess.”

14 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 1, 2025

Looking south towards Westmount Park School on August 29. Photo: Independent.
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Convenient, caring, 
personalized attention 

At Uniprix Pharmacy Cohen Tenoudji, we pride ourselves on delivering 
exceptional customer service, quick and efficient prescription 
filling, and personalized wellness consultations to meet your 

unique health needs. 
As a local compounding pharmacy, we go beyond the ordinary to 

create custom medications tailored just for you and your loved ones. 

Visit us today and experience the difference 
of personalized care, right here in Westmount.

5025 Sherbrooke (west of Claremont) 514-484-2222 Fax: 514-484-2205 
street-level entrance – free parking in the back of medical building 

pharmacymontreal@gmail.com www.montrealpharmacy.com

PHARMACIE 
PHARMACY

REAL ESTATE BROKERS

WE WILL EXCEED 
YOUR EXPECTATIONS!

RE/MAX ACTION INC AGENCY – WESTMOUNT

514 862-7718 
eviho@outlook.com

514 919-0877 
amlarue@uniserve.com

Evi Ho Anne-Marie 
Larue

Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

April transfers: More condos than houses 

Note: The following article relates to the reg-
istration of deeds of sale for Westmount prop-
erty in April 2025, gleaned from city transfer 
tax information. A list of sales can be found 
on p. 17. 

Seldom does it happen that, in a given 
month in Westmount, there are more con-
dominiums sold than one- and two-family 
dwellings – but, in April 2025, five West-
mount houses sold along with six condo-
miniums. 

The houses were located mostly below 
Côte St. Antoine Rd./Sherbrooke St. and 
brought prices between $1,273,000 and 
$2,875,000; the condos included two in 
apartment buildings, with the rest being 
divided shares of either duplexes or tri-
plexes. 

Another small apartment building sold 
outright for $6,850,000, and an apartment 
in 388 Olivier Ave., which was recently 

transformed to co-operative ownership, 
sold as 7.205 percent of the whole. 

The lowest-price sale was $1,273,000 for 
142 Abbott Ave., just slightly less than its 
$1,291,300 valuation. 

The highest price was $2,875,000 for 
380 Roslyn Ave., some 18 percent more 
than the city tax value, in fact the highest 
mark-up among the five April sales. 

The biggest mark-down was recorded 
in the only sale in upper Westmount, as 
3711 The Boulevard, corner Edgehill Rd. 
and opposite Sydenham Ave., sold for 
$2,400,000, almost 16 percent less than 
valuation. 

The lowest-priced condominium sale 
involved one at 15 York St., which had been 
actively on the market for almost two years 
before finally selling for $816,000, one of 
two to sell for less than $1 million. 

The highest price was $2,200,000 for a 
fourth-floor apartment at 215 Redfern Ave., 
the former Readers’ Digest building at the 
corner of St. Catherine St. 

One more condominium that sold in 
March but was included in the city’s most 

recent list reminds us that when condos 
were originally built, garage spaces and 
storage lockers often were evaluated sep-
arately so they could be bought and sold 
independently. As time went on, evaluators 
discovered that it was becoming very diffi-
cult to assess the individual units that were 
being sold as a group, so in most condo 
buildings they would put the components 
together under one account number, with 
one assessment. 

Apparently, this was not done at 4160 
Sherbrooke St., between Greene and Elm 
avenues, so the sale of a ground-floor unit 
there in March included six separate lots, 
whose new owner will have to receive six 
individual tax bills…unless, as we suspect, 
the collection is combined by Montreal’s 
valuation department (see footnote in list 
of sales).

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

142 Abbott.

3711 The Boulevard. 380 Roslyn. Photos taken August 24.
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Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in April 
Address                                                         Vendor                                                                                                                         Price                        2023 Val                 Ratio (±%) 
142 Abbott                                                      Zhijie Dai & Li Tao                                                                                               $1,273,000                      $1,291,300                           -1.4% 
427 Grosvenor                                                Jennifer Alleyn                                                                                                       $1,560,000                      $1,500,000                            4.0% 
381 Olivier                                                      Ida Zahara Castillo Andradie                                                                               $1,700,018                      $1,600,000                            6.3% 
380 Roslyn                                                      Michael Martella                                                                                                   $2,875,000                      $2,437,000                          18.0% 
3711 The Boulevard                                        George Curnew Jr.                                                                                                $2,400,000                      $2,847,500                         -15.7% 

CONDOMINIUMS 

231 Clarke                                                       Tae Sik Park                                                                                                             $870,000                         $771,800                          12.7% 
469 Grosvenor                                                Jason Paseli & Elizabeth Labrie                                                                           $1,055,000                         $854,000                          23.5% 
215 Redfern #408                                           Maryse Goudreault                                                                                               $2,200,000                      $2,020,000                            8.9% 
482 Victoria                                                     Lori Kaplan                                                                                                            $1,130,000                         $872,300                          29.5% 
1 Wood #1802                                                Sheldon Reich                                                                                                       $1,925,000                      $2,101,700                           -8.4% 
15 York                                                            Donna O’Quinn                                                                                                       $816,000                         $931,300                         -12.4% 

OTHER 

6 Park Place                                                    Les Immeubles Catpor Inc.                                                                                  $6,850,000                      $6,643,000                            3.1% 
388 Olivier # 4                                                François Alexandre Bellavance-Lecompte & Maude Saint-Pierre                         $722,500                       $736,351¹                           -1.9% 

MARCH TRANSFER 

4160 Sherbrooke #102                                  Natalie Hagn                                                                                                        $1,315,000                    $1,423,500²                           -7.6% 

¹Valuation is 7.205 percent of $10.220,000, corresponding to Apt. 4. 

²Valuation is a combination of $1,243,800 for the apartment, $62,300 for a basement garage, $7,400 for a storage locker, 
$22,100 for each of two garage spaces, and $65,800 for an outdoor, ground-level terrace. 

profusion.global© Profusion Immobilier Inc. Real Estate Agency. All rights reserved.

514.603.9870
tbaer@profusion.global

Real Estate Broker
TINA BAER 73 YEARS OF

SUCCESS

$ 3,190,000
4175 Sainte-Catherine, apt. 1601,  Westmount

NEW to market!

$ 1,999,000
495 Elm,  Westmount

EXCEPTIONAL VIEWS!
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Let’s do the right thing 
for housing in the southeast 

Having the right to do something or 
doing the right thing, that is the question. 

I feel privileged to live in community 
where healthy public debate is alive and 
well, where we can understand the many 
nuances and sledgehammers of an argu-
ment, and remain respectful. 

My personal opinion on the great south-
east urban planning debate is without pre -
judice, from the vantage point of being 
neither an expert nor directly impacted. 

“Don’t forget your property taxes!” you 
say. I’m not an economist, architect, lawyer 
or a politician. I’m not going to quarrel on 
technicalities. Not my problem, buddy. I can 
digest a good meal without understanding 
gastroenterology, even if it does generate 
a little flatulence. 

I wholeheartedly declare: I have no con-
nection to the project, developers or prop-
erty magnates. There we go. 

Let’s go 

The southeast sector needs to be fixed 
and not debated ad nauseam. There’s little 
doubt that major demolition, infrastructure 
upgrade and re-building are necessary. Only 
the rats and graffiti artists might disagree. 

It will be an awful inconvenience and 
Westmounters cherish our heritage archi-
tecture. This is not in question, but is the 
designated project area a heritage site? Of 
course the surroundings are and should 
be fully respected. 

I’m not plugged into the enormous 
infrastructure challenges (hydro, sewer, 
water or garbage collection), nor will I ever 
sweat over the business case for such a 
monumental project. Wiser folks than me 
can present the facts or contest their inter-
pretation. I’ll let them develop the ulcers. 

What is incontestable is that Montreal, 
Quebec and Canada have a housing pre-
dicament. From street people, young 
people with low or moderate incomes and 
insecure employment, oldies with limited 
means to Canada’s newcomers who need 
places to live without breaking the piggy 
bank. Westmount must contribute. 

Mark Carney’s Liberal government has 
made a commitment to double the pace of 
construction to almost 500,000 new afford-
able homes a year. 

Personally, I’d like to help them succeed 
and prevent the politics south of the border 

from corroding life in Canada. 
The city of Montreal has made a bold 

pledge consistent with these federal objec-
tives and provincial goals: “The By-Law for 
a Diverse Metropolis sets out new require-
ments for projects whose residential area 
is greater than 450 m2 (equivalent to 
approximately five dwellings). Real estate 
developers must make commitments to 
the city to contribute to the supply of social, 
affordable and family housing in Mon-
tréal,” states Montreal’s website regarding 
residential construction. 

Westmount may be able to claim ex -
emptions from similar provisions because 
of its heritage status. But having the right 
to do this or doing the right thing are not 
necessarily copacetic or wise. 

We can walk past panhandlers on the 
street and ignore them. It’s our right. But 
as many Westmounters do, we can drop a 
couple of bucks in their dishevelled cap or, 
at the least, politely say “Hello. I’m sorry. I 
have no change.” 

Southeast already built up 

The southeast district already has a 
number of medium to high-rise buildings 
on St. Catherine or close by, where the 
precedent for high-rises has already been 
established, from Westmount Square, 1 
Wood, Alexis Nihon to Eleva on the east 
side of Atwater. 

The area enclosed by Dorchester, 
Greene, de Maisonneuve and Atwater is 
already almost entirely commercial, public 
space or high-density accommodation. 
This wedge-shaped boundary continues all 
the way to downtown with high-rises. 

I was surprised by the former Children’s 
Hospital development at the time and cer-
tainly wouldn’t call the Eleva monstrosity 
elegant or low cost, but I’m not aware of 
any major issues that have been created as 
a consequence of this high-density project. 

It’s there and that’s that. 
The southeast project area around 

Alexis Nihon Plaza could be attractive to 
first-time home buyers if prices were kept 
reasonable, with proximity to public trans-
port, shops, schools, Dawson College and 
other services, and close to downtown. 
Cars would be unnecessary for any of these 
amenities. What a boon for the retailers on 
Greene Ave. 

The vagrant issue around Cabot Square 
will not be solved by re-building Victorian 
townhouses. A purpose-designed facility 
incorporating the YMCA residence on 
Tupper St. would help. The area east of At -
water is coming back to life after decades 
of decay with numer-
ous new businesses 

T’s Takes 

Ralph Thompson

continued on p. 20

In the southeast, let’s not forget 
eco-friendly design 

On June 18, council revealed the south-
east development plan of 1,000+ units of 
550 square feet. As this density and size – 
480 units per square hectare and 20-storey 
high-rises – contradicts Westmount’s pro-
family goals and heat-island legislation, I 
encourage you to sign the petition to delay 
council’s September 8 vote on this issue. 

Eco-friendly means family friendly 

With small units in high-rise buildings, 
the new plan does not provide affordable 
family housing, parks or playgrounds. A 
2018 Deakin University study of children 
living in high-rises found increased devel-
opmental delays attributed to a lack of ac -
tive and outdoor play. An increasing con-
cern, Vancouver’s High-Density Housing 
for Families with Children Guidelines calls 
for communal playground for each 100 
units. 

The best high-density family housing, 
then, are three- or more bedroom units in 
low-rises with access – and parental sight 
lines – to a communal park. Trees and 
green ery with a natural playground en -
courage creative, social and active play. For 
four-storey buildings, solar roof panels 
could provide renewable energy in support 
of Montreal’s net-zero construction goals. 

For Dorchester “north,” the ideal, then, 
is a unique series of four-storey town-
houses where each floor is a three-bed-
room condo. To provide greenery and 
respect heritage guidelines, both the set-
back and façade should echo the homes 
opposite. Balconies at the back could face 
a communal park with a play area shared 

with residents of a low-rise seniors’ home 
or apartment buildings along Tupper. 

Heat-islands not community friendly 

High-rise clusters are known to increase 
ambient temperature up to 5°C – the heat-
island effect. Yet the southeast develop-
ment plan calls for buildings of 20 storeys 
along St. Catherine. Clearly this violates 
Westmount’s By-law 1616 to mitigate heat 
islands passed in May 2024 “in conformity 
with the objectives of the Montreal Urban 
Agglomeration Land Use and Develop-
ment Plan.” 

Also as high-rise buildings trap car 
emissions at street level, this plan in -
creases the health risk for our most vulner-
able residents – children and seniors. For 
a density that supports walkability and local 
prosperity, planners at Create Streets Ltd. 
recommend 50-220 units per square hec-
tare. This amount is much lower than the 
proposed 480 units – a goal of the Montreal 
Metropolitan Community/Communauté 
métropolitaine de Montréal (CMM). 

On September 4 at 12:30 pm, former 
mayor Peter Trent will address this issue 
at the Atwater Library (there is Zoom ac -
cess). But whether this density is mandated 
or not, Westmount needs to show leader-
ship. Council must now provide the CMM 
and agglomeration with the June 18 plan 
and argue that 480 units per square hectare 
contradicts goals for family housing, net-
zero construction and heat-island mitiga-
tion. 

Act now 

As residents were unaware until June 
18 of CMM density standards that conflict 
with Westmount’s goals for family-friendly 
housing and environmental bylaws, ask 
council to delay the September 8 vote. For 
the link to the petition and upcoming talk 
at the Atwater Library, visit atwaterlibrary.
ca.

ECOWatch 

Heather Black

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE



Six new shops open at Alexis Nihon Plaza 

At loue1robe on the second floor, you can •
say “yes” to the dress, but rent it. By ap -
point ment only. Evening gowns, cocktail 
and wedding dresses. Also tuxedos. 
Make-up and hair styling offered. 
Loue1robe.com 514.569.5178 
La Boulangerie Ange at street level •
already has a daily line-up. The substan-
tial space offers “home-baked” breads, 
croissants and alluring pastries. Pizzas 
are a huge hit as are sandwiches. Tables 
are taken almost all day. Early riser? 
Ange opens at 7 with a private door on 
St. Catherine. Open seven days a week. 
Hype, on the Metro level,  has a range •
of candies and fun M & M colourful 

cushions. 
Séoul 73 offers Korean delights. Bingsu •
(a dessert of shaved ice with condensed 
milk, fruit and red beans) and Cupbap 

(“rice in a cup,” a popular Korean street 
food of rice topped with various ingredi-
ents, served in a convenient cup). 
L2 has the popular Thé aux perles/bubble •

tea, a Taiwanese beverage of tea, milk, 
sweetener and chewy tapioca pea. 
Mode Urban Depot offers urban street •
wear.
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sprouting up. 
From an aesthetic perspective, 20-floor 

buildings along St. Catherine St. opposite 
Alexis Nihon Plaza would not look out of 
place. The much lower limit on the north 
side of Dorchester of seven levels could 
blend with the properties on the south side 
of Dorchester. 

Where are our innovative architects? 
There is plenty of space to plant a line of 
trees along the median on Dorchester. A few 
basic criteria for the project’s success are: 

family friendly, 1.
daycare facilities, 2.

a minimum percentage of units to be 3.
moderate- to low-cost accommodation, 
a dedicated facility for the unhoused 4.
(warm and airconditioned space with 
kitchen facilities) incorporated with a 
new YMCA residence. Yes, we care. 
affordable elderly units also offering dif-5.
ferent levels of support, 
parking, 6.
a detailed assessment of the impact of 7.
the whole project on property taxes 
including infrastructure upgrades. 
This list is not complete, but the basic 

criteria must be mandated with a no-excep-
tions framework and then let the experts 
build a community around the frame. 

The key to the project’s success will be 
firm stipulations with strong by-laws and 
big penalties. This area was transformed 
in the late 1960s into a commercial and 
high-density dwelling district with the con-
struction of Alexis Nihon Plaza and sur-
rounding skyscrapers. 

Now we have the opportunity to taste-
fully blend this development into its sur-
roundings. Let’s shake off the image of 
aloof affluent anglos separated from the 
reality of affordability and homelessness. 

Let’s not throw the baby out with the 
bathwater. Let’s contribute to Canada-wide 
housing solutions. 

Now is our chance to do the right thing.

T’s Takes, cont’d from p. 19

Retail Review 

Veronica Redgrave

An Open Letter to Westmount Residents and Council 
Why the Southeast Sector Plan Must Move Forward 

On September 8th, Westmount’s City Council will decide the future 
of our southeast sector. This vote is not just about zoning, it is about 
shaping the heart of our community for generations to come. 

As residents, property owners and business owners who live and 
work here every day, we believe it is essential that Council approve the 
Special Urban Planning Program (PPU) without further delay. Sainte-
Catherine Street in Westmount has fallen far from the proud, bustling 
corridor it once was. Vacant lots, declining buildings, and persistent 
public safety concerns are damaging our city’s reputation and quality 
of life. Just this month, serious violent incidents underscored the 
urgency of action. The status quo has failed, further years of inaction 
will only mean further decline. 

Two Years of Careful Work 
Over the past two years, Council and city sta  have consulted 
residents, held public meetings, and refined the PPU based on 
feedback. Significant taxpayer resources have been invested in 
studies, planning, and design. The resulting plan is not perfect, 
no plan ever is, but it is balanced, thoughtful, and responsive. 
It promotes revitalization, encourages investment, and expands 
housing at a time when our region desperately needs both. 

What We Stand to Lose by Waiting 
Delaying or starting over now would squander years of work and 
hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars. It would leave Sainte-
Catherine in the same unsafe, deteriorating condition for years 
to come and discourage much-needed private investment. 
Westmount cannot a ord another decade of stagnation. 

A Balanced Vision for the Future 
The PPU may not satisfy every single voice, that is the nature of 
democracy. But it represents a fair compromise and a bold, forward-

looking vision. It is a plan that will help Westmount grow, remain 
safe, and prosper, while respecting the heritage and character that 
make our city unique. 

Housing, Growth, and Funding Realities 
At every level, federal, provincial, and municipal, governments are 
urging more housing construction and greater density, especially 
near metro stations and downtown areas. Canada faces a housing 
and a ordability crisis, and Westmount is not immune. 

In fact, Westmount is one of the few municipalities in 
Greater Montreal to have lost population in recent years 
( 3.2% between 2016 and 2021). Without growth, city revenues 
stagnate, limiting Westmount’s ability to fund infrastructure, parks, 
and essential services. 

Moreover, federal and provincial governments are increasingly tying 
municipal funding to housing and density targets. Cities that refuse to 
adapt risk losing access to vital infrastructure and program support. 
Blocking the very type of development that Ottawa and Quebec are 
demanding puts Westmount’s future financing at risk. 

Our Call to Action 
We, the Westmount residents and business owners, urge Council and 
our neighbors to support this initiative and to make their voices heard. 

The future of Westmount depends on moving forward, not standing 
still. Let us seize this opportunity to make the southeast sector a 
vibrant, safe, and welcoming gateway to our city once again. 

Together, we can ensure that the southeast sector once again reflects 
the pride, safety, and vitality that Westmount deserves. 

Westmount Residents, Property Owners, and Business Owners
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SUTTON | 742 PERKINS 
This 119 acre property … hobby farm... 
boasts stalls for 20 horses and a 
large indoor arena. A 6 bedroom, 
4 + 1 bathroom home with an indoor 
pool is nestled on a quiet country 
road, just 10 minutes from the village 
of Sutton. Definitely worth a visit. 
Priced to sell. 
MLS 12874870

Bunny Berke 
Resident ia l  & Commercia l  Real  Estate Broker 

bunnyeberke@gmai l .com 

514.347.1928

They’re going back!



Riley the sweet Yorkie 

What a smiling little face, bringing joy 
to all around him. Young Riley is quite the 
perfect seven-pound Yorkshire terrier, very 
handsome with his tan, grey and white 

contrasts. He is presently in a foster home 
for the Gerdy’s Rescues & Adoption volun-
teer animal rescue group. A star as a quin-
tessential lap dog, Riley enjoys love and 
hugs. Once outside, he is most keen on the 
short sniffing strolls and car rides. Riley is 
also housetrained, which is an option in 
bad weather since he is quite tiny. He is 
very healthy, a good eater, up to date with 
his inoculations, neutered and micro-
chipped. He will thrive in a peaceful adult 
home, easily falling into the daily routine. 
Please go to the Gerdy’s Rescues & Adop-
tion website at www.gerdysrescue.org to 
find out more and fill out an application 
form to present your interest in Riley as a 
family. Coordinators can then get back to 
you about him. You can also write directly 
to them at info@gerdysrescue.org to re -
ceive more information and more adorable 
photographs. Riley is a fantastic little 
buddy. Please consider bringing him home 
to join your family. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne
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First tattoo studio in 
Westmount opens 

XS Montreal launched its fourth loca-
tion, this time in Westmount, “a few 
months ago,” explained Charlotte Rod rig -
uez, expert in body jewellery. “We have 
choices in gold and medical-grade titan -
ium.” 

Mark Azoulay showed me where the 
piercing experts work in private rooms. 
The tattoo stations are great fun with poss-
ible “tat” choices posted on the walls. Art-
ists also offer a service to cover up existing 
tattoos. 
XS Montreal, 4914 Sherbrooke St. 
514.481.5554 
Open Monday to Saturday 11 am – 8 pm; 
Sunday: 11 am to 6 pm 
XStattoos.com 

Barber shop arrives on Victoria Ave. 

Westmount has a new barber. Signalled 
by the iconic tri-colour column, “El West” 
opened in May. Owned by Manny Lopez 
and Miguel Aguilar, assisted by adorable 
French bulldog Berta, their Salon de Bar-
bier “welcomes walk-ins.” Open seven days 
a week, it is handy if you’re already in the 
area for your Sunday coffee. 
342A Victoria Ave. 
438.988.7497 

La Maison Est arrives on Victoria Ave. 

Just next door, La Maison Est also just 
opened. It is already a popular go-to for 
unusual and delicious Japanese treats. Not 
only is sushi offered, but also its “signature 

UFO Bun” (sold out the day I went) and 
energizing cookies – “guiltless treats” – 
baked fresh daily by owner Enya Chan. Her 
son, Michael Chan, explained that they are 
a “Japanese sushi and bakery takeout cre-
ated by friends from Osaka, Japan and 
Hong Kong.” 

(As fate would have it, one cool cus-
tomer came in wearing a t-shirt featuring 
“Great Wave” by artist Hokusai. He bought 
it “in Tokyo.”) 
La Maison Est 
342B Victoria. 
514.659.6066 Closed Wednesdays. 
Maisonest.ca

Retail Review 

Veronica Redgrave

Mark Azoulay.

Miguel Aguilar and Manny Lopez with helper 
Berta.

Michael Chan.

Precious Nora 

She is so pretty and affectionate, this 
lovely Nora! A stunning white shorthair 

with brown-and-tan tabby markings, she 
exhibits a striking little bonnet and coat 
contrast. She is presently at the Montreal 
SPCA cattery and would be a sweet addi-
tion to your family. Nora is a very healthy 
seven-year-old, up to date with her inocu-
lations, spayed and microchipped. Please 
refer to the Montreal SPCA website at 
www.spca.com and scroll to Nora’s inform -
ation page by her identification number, 
48431760. The SPCA is open every day, 
from Monday to Friday from 3 pm to 8 pm, 
then Saturday and Sunday from 11 am to 
6 pm. Its address is 5215 Jean Talon St. 
West in Côte des Neiges. Please consider 
beautiful Nora, a cuddly and playful com-
panion with all in the family. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler

COUVREUR DE TOITURES 

RBQ # 2267-5367-96

Asphalt & White Gravel 
Modified Membrane 

Fiberglass Shingle

Skylights 
Slate/Copper 
Metal Roofing

5937 Ch Upper Lachine, NDG H4A 2C2 
514 489-8178 

info@couvreurmontrose.com 
www.couvreurmontrose.com

BOOK AN ESTIMATE
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Don’t delay. Act now before it’s too late! 
SIGN the Petition – Add your VOICE!  
EMAIL Your Councillor – Tell them to let the newly elected Council 

in November do it RIGHT. 
ATTEND the Council Meeting – Sept. 8, 7PM @ Westmount City Hall – 

your presence MATTERS.

We Are the Residents of Westmount’s Southeast 
We WANT Change. We WANT Revitalization. But we want it done RIGHT. 

We’re NOT Anti-Growth. We’re NOT Anti-Modernization. We are PRO-Community. 
We are NOT asking to start over. 

We are asking for a PAUSE – so the next council can get it RIGHT. 
Westmount Council plans to approve the PPU Southeast Plan on Sept. 8 – 

just weeks before a new Council is elected.

Scan this QR code 
with your phone 
camera and tap 
the yellow link 
that appears. 

https://qrco.de/bgEsvE

Mayor Christina Smith: csmith@westmount.org 

Antonio D’Amico: adamico@Westmount.org 

Elisabeth Roux: eroux@Westmount.org 

Je  Shamie: jshamie@Westmount.org 

Conrad Peart: cpeart@Westmount.org 

Anitra Bostock: ambostock@Westmount.org 

Mary Gallery: mgallery@Westmount.org 

Matt Aronson: maronson@Westmount.org 

Kathleen Kez: kkez@Westmount.org 

Why the RUSH??? 
The plan is still INCOMPLETE. Key concerns remain UNANSWERED. 

Residents most impacted by the plan are being IGNORED. 
Major zoning by-laws will be LOCKED IN. 

Haste today = Regret tomorrow.

Ste.-Catherine St. W
. Atwater Ave.

Dorchester Blvd.

This existing 
building is 

ALSO 22m high!# 
of storeys 

Height 
in m.
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514-990-1346We’ve got you covered. 
Canadians take care of each other. 
Call for an Estimation Plan for evaluation or tune up your heating equipment.

Extend your pool season! Call us if you have 
problems with your heater, or heat pump! 
We got you covered!

Double message 

Olivier Ave. is a one-way north, as shown by the permanent “no access” sign where it meets Sher-
brooke (white bar in red circle), but at the moment it is also barrée to would-be southbound motor-
ists. Belt and suspenders? Photo: Ralph Thompson.

Dance Nanci Moretti Studios are located in Westmount.  
We continue to spread the love of dance to Children & Teens  

now and for over 35 years.
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Temple honours Weners at glorious eve 

It was a glorious eve for the Temple 
Emanu-El-Beth Sholom gala honouring 
Susan and Jonathan Wener. 

Committee members were Marcy 
Kastner (gala coordinator), Leslie Alcorn, 
Felicity Blatt, Nancy Cummings Gold, 
Penny Echenberg, Erit Gillman, Lillian 
Vineberg Goodman, Denise Grossman, 
Marilyn Green, Susan Greenberg, Joëlle 
Kent, Amy Kornik, Susan Levine, Jewel 
Lowenstein, Sandy Martz, Nancy Maklan, 
Lillian Mauer, Martha Oppenheim, Betsy 
Pomerantz, Julia Reitman, Risa Scherzer, 
Lillian Shiller, Nancy Strohl, Susan Szal-
peter and Glenna Uline. 

Temple’s senior rabbi Lisa Grushcow 
welcomed all by traditionally breaking 
bread at the cocktail dînatoire crafted by 
Ron Moffard, Wolfe Montcalm Catering. 

Then guests moved to the evening’s cel-
ebratory tribute program, where taking 
part were Paul Hirschorn, consul general 
of Israel; the Weners’ grandson Izaya Cor-
mier; emcee past Temple president Neil 
Wiener; current Temple president Melissa 
Shriqui, and the Weners’ long-time friends 

Harvey Levenson and Meyer Bick. 
After speeches, famed performers 

Bowser and Blue brought the house down 
with their witty up-to-the-minute musical 
talent, including a perfect rendition of the 
then-recent parliamentary throne speech 
by King Charles III. 

Their 10-minute monologue “Opening 
Parliament” had the audience in stitches. 
(The previous day, as the official represen-
tatives of the Canadian senate, Temple 
members Senator Marc Gold and his wife 
Nancy Cummings Gold, had greeted King 
Charles and Queen Camilla in Ottawa.) 

Noted in the crowded room were Julia 
Reitman, Denise Grossman and Steven 
Klempner, Jewel and Paul Lowenstein, 
Nancy Cummings Gold, Naomi and Eric 
Bissell, Nan and Bill Lassner, Betsy Pomer-
antz and Sam Berliner, Tegan Webster and 
Charlie Flicker, Alta and Harvey Levenson, 
Eileen and Joel Segal, Carole and Myer 
Bick, Frankie and Peter Yanofsky, Diane 
and Sal Guerrera, Lillian Vineberg Good-
man and Morris Goodman, Geraldine and 
Jeff Hart, Madonna and Jean Claude Levy, 
Alice Herscovich and Robert Kleinman, 
Penny Echenberg, Gail Issenman, Joëlle 
Kent, Nancy Maklan and Martin Smith, 
Caroline Miller, Gloria 
and Neil Mintz, Lillian 

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

continued on p. 26
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Jonathan and Susan Wener.



and Bryant Shiller, France Ellyson and Ste-
phen Yaffe, and Cindy Bélanger and Doug-
las Simsovic. 

The after-party featured entertainment 
by the owner of Il Bazzali restaurant, opera 
singer Davide, who sang gorgeous arias 
while preparing fresh cannoli. Prosecco 
accompanied, of course. Oh, and delicious 
Daboom cakes. 

The evening’s record success will en -
hance the Temple’s outreach interfaith 
education program. 

The Fall Social Calendar will be published 
soon. Please send information of your event 
to veronica@redgravepr.com.

Social notes, cont’d from p. 25
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Committee members Nancy Stroll, Nancy Cummings Gold, Marcy Kastner, Betsy Pomerantz, Jewel 
Lowenstein, Penny Echenberg, Glenna Uline and Risa Scherzer. 

Snuff Bottles

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com

B”H

Join MADA in spreading warmth of the 
Holidays to those who need it most. 
Make a real di erence by volunteering 
in one of the many impactful ways available: 

• Pack: Holiday Dinner Boxes and Holiday Baskets 
• Deliver: Dinner and Holiday Baskets to homes 

across the city 
• Serve: At our in-person Holiday dinners across 

multiple locations 

MADA makes sure every family celebrates with dignity, 
providing complete food baskets and festive essentials. 

To participate, volunteer or donate, please visit www.madacentre.com

Scan to volunteer6875 Décarie Blvd. Montreal, Québec H3W 3E4 | 514-342-4969

Past Temple gala honorees Brian and Marcia Bronfman, Nancy Cummings Gold (standing in for 
her husband, Senator Marc Gold), and Rabbi Lisa Grushcow, Stephen Yaffe, Jewel Lowenstein and 
Joëlle Kent (representing her late husband Bruce Kent) flank 2025 honourees Susan and Jonathan 
Wener (centre).

Temple president Melissa Shriqui, Rabbi Lisa Grushcow, Neil Weiner, Jonathan and Susan Wener.

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

WOOD FINISHING 
DOORS•FURNITURE•WOODWORK 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Specializing in 

stripping & staining 
ENTRANCE DOORS 

– also – 
•Touch-Ups & Repairs 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com
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+1 514 953 9808
marie@mariesicotte.com
mariesicotte.com

Marie Sicotte
Real Estate Broker

GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST, INC.
245 AV. VICTORIA, BUREAU 20, WESTMOUNT, QC H3Z 2M6

Westmount
3999 MONTROSE AV.

$6,850,000

AMAZING
GARDEN

Westmount
30 SUNNYSIDE AV.

Mont-Tremblant
505 ALLÉE DU DOMAINE-JOHANNSEN

$7,950,000

MILLION $
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$2,975,000 + TX $2,695,000

NEW

4 3 + 1 2Golden Square Mile
1545 DOCTEUR-PENFIELD AV., APT. PH3



28 – WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 1, 2025

Groupe Immobilier Carl-Rémillard Fontaine Inc.  

profusion.global © Profusion Immobilier Inc. Real Estate Agency. All rights reserved.

Our Other Unparalleled International Network

514.726.2077
crfontaine@profusion.global Scan this QR Code to view

all of our listings.

REAL ESTATE BROKER

$1,995,000
1455 SHERBROOKE O., PH7
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

$1,050,000
4175 STE-CATHERINE, APT. 1201
WESTMOUNT

$1,499,000
3940 DE LA CÔTE-DES-NEIGES, APT. B52
VILLE-MARIE

$2 095,000
75 DES PINS, APT. 407
LE PLATEAU MONT-ROYAL

$1,598,000
555 DE LA COMMUNE O., APT. 801
VILLE-MARIE

16 ANWOTH
WESTMOUNT

45 CHESTERFIELD
WESTMOUNT

$1,238,000
3 WESTMOUNT SQUARE, APT. 513
VILLE-MARIE

SOLD

$679,000
900 SHERBROOKE O., APT. 72
GOLDEN SQUARE MILE

* subject to conditions

CARL KNOWS
EVERY CLIENT IS A PRIORITY  

SOLD


