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Event of the week
Lecture on: Marianopolis’ centennial
Thursday, September 18.
For details, see Comin’ Up, p. 17.

Kitchen waste pickup expanded
to encompass half of Westmount
By Laureen Sweeney
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The second phase of Westmount’s
green bin kitchen and yard waste collection will cover a much larger territory than
initially planned, covering most of the
eastern half of the city. It will replace the
regular Monday garbage pickup.
Expected to be rolled out November 3 to
1,580 households, the latest effort will
build on lessons learned from the 525
homes involved in the first phase, said environmental coordinator Marina Peter.
These residents are now being surveyed
for comments and suggestions due this
Friday.
The larger than expected Phase 2 territory results from the contractor finding a
way to accommodate four garbage sectors

CTR BKR

Council adopts permit change

VIVIAN & BRIAN GRANT
592-4636 • 249-1500

“Working hard to exceed
your expectations.”

A divided city council finally voted 5-2
at a special meeting September 9 to correct the controversial permit that would
add another storey to a house at 27 Bellevue. But at least one councillor contends
the decision may be illegal.
Council’s second attempt to correct an
initial error in the permit came only an
hour before the second day of hearings before Quebec Superior Court into the case,
in which a neighbour is challenging the
work on grounds it will block her scenic
view.
But in debating the permit change,
council waded into deeper issues involv-

La Cache in bankruptcy

rather than the proposed three, she explained.
“This means that now almost half the
city will be able to have their organic waste
– kitchen and garden debris – sent to composting and diverted from landfill.”
Together, Phases 1 and 2 total 2,105 of
Westmount’s 4,724 single family homes,
duplexes and residential buildings having
eight or fewer units. Larger apartment
buildings are not yet included.
The Phase 2 garbage sectors are numbers 6, 7, 9 and 10 (see map, page 11).
These cover a general area bounded by
the east city limits and south from Summit Circle to the west down Bellevue, Aberdeen, Murray and Forden to Côte St.
Antoine and south on
the east side of Clarke to
continued on p. 11

27 Bellevue issue in judge’s hands
By Laureen Sweeney
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ing differences between English and
French versions of the zoning by-law and
council’s responsibilities in approving permits recommended by the city’s influential Planning Advisory Committee.
“We are not legally permitted to vote for
what’s on the table,” stated Councillor
Patrick Martin, a professional engineer,
citing the more stringent French version
and several technical reasons he would
later repeat in Superior Court.
“I don’t see how any city councillor can
vote for this (amended permit) after I’ve
told them it’s illegal,” Martin added.
But when Councillor George Bowser’s
request to abstain from
the vote was denied by
continued on p. 8

For story see p. 3

Election coverage:
Dion and Layton revisit
Westmount, p. 14
Turn a new leaf this
Fall, experience the

CHRISTOPHER
GARDINER
ADVANTAGE...
FEATURED THIS MONTH
3696 Saint Andre - 1500 sq ft condo $349,000
481 Strathcona - Move right in!
$1,495,000

Your Independent Choice
in Wealth Management
For further information on our
financial services, visit our website

150 years Proudly celebrating 150 years of client trust and service (1858-2008)

Call today...
514.704.1270
AFFILIATED REAL ESTATE AGENT
GROUPE SUTTON CENTRE-OUEST INC.
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BRIAN DUTCH
⻬Respected ⻬Recommended

⻬Results

ACCEPTED OFFER

#10

#2

in Canada
2008*

in Quebec
2008*
Westmount – 646 Lansdowne Ave.
Exquisite, totally renovated home. Beautiful woodwork and details.

$1,195,000

OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 2-4

NEW PRICE-OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY 2-4

Westmount – 466 Argyle Ave.

Westmount – 379 Grosvenor Ave.

Westmount adj. – de la Vigne Rd.

Bright, spacious upper duplex, loaded with charm. 3 bdrms PLUS
a big family room. Excellent value!

Desirable “Victoria Village” location. Move-in condition.

Almost 10,000 sf of prime land for your dream home. 0 traffic! City views!

$789,000

$2,250,000

$589,000

Westmount – 4146 Dorchester Blvd.

Westmount – 418 Wood Ave.

Westmount – 175 Cote St.Antoine

Great space! Amazing 2 storey solarium addition. Garage + parking.

Stunning Victorian. Fabulous location facing Barat Park.

Gloriously sun filled 4+den det. home. Exceptionally lovely garden!

$898,000

$1,275,000

$1,690,000

WWW.BRIANDUTCH.COM
514 386 2902
Affiliated Real Estate Agent
RE/MAX WESTMOUNT Inc. Chartered Real Estate – Broker/Independently owned & operated
*RE/MAX International standings for January through July 2008.

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 16-17, 2008 – 3

La Cache in bankruptcy, local links still strong
After 32 years in business, the parent
company of well-known Greene Ave. landmark La Cache will be closing many of its
Canadian stores in the context of a bankruptcy/reorganization.
The Gazette reported on September 10
that at least 14 named stores will close on
September 30. The list did not include the
Westmount store.
By press time, the Independent was unable to reach La Cache’s head office to discover any special plans for the flagship
Greene Ave. location. Staff members at the
store were unable to comment.
La Cache has been a longtime fixture in
Westmount with many links to the community. The founders, April and Chris
Cornell, lived in Westmount when they
started the store. At one time, each store
had a local charity mandate, which for
Greene Ave. included support of Centre
Greene’s Samedis Greene.

that will be closing on September 30.
Party led to politics
In fact, Lulham’s employment at La
Cache led indirectly to involvement in municipal government.
When planning the firm’s 20th anniversary outdoor party in September
1995, she came into contact with thencouncillor Karin Marks, then-director of
Public Works Fred Caluori, director of
Building and Planning Joanne Poirier and
then-director of Public Security Richard
McEnroe.

“They were all ‘can-do’ people,” as opposed to many public officials she had met
while opening stores all over the continent. When her neighbours encouraged
her to run, the positive experience of the
anniversary helped her decide to enter
politics.
The 3,000-person anniversary party
featured llamas, a camel and fire-eaters
from the Cirque du Soleil. It was the first
time that Greene Ave. had been closed for
an event.
Lulham has other links to the Cornell
family. Before ever working at La Cache,

she had their son, Cameron, as one of her
campers at the YMCA day camp, where
she worked in the summers.
Reflecting again on the parent company’s bankruptcy, Lulham summed up,
“It is very sad. April and Chris had a vision, a dream.”

Maria
Santini

Lulham remembers
Many Westmounters have worked at
the chain over the years, including current
city councillor Cynthia Lulham.
When contacted by the Independent,
Lulham was audibly saddened by the recent developments and reminisced about
her time at La Cache from the mid-1980s
to 1995.
“I started as a part-time salesperson because I loved their things,” she said.
Lulham went on to hold many jobs,
“rising through the ranks as they were created,” and ended up as the manager of operations for the US.
She opened many stores in both the US
and Canada, including several of the 14

ROYAL LEPAGE WESTMOUNT
Chartered Real Estate Broker

514.939.9927
CELL 266.9927
FAX 939.5717

Fort de la Montagne

A large, very elegant apartment with 2 bedrooms + den,
2 baths + powder room. Charming balcony with south
view. Perfectly appointed. 2-car garage. $899,000

2 Westmount Square
Vive la difference!

Contactivity
Seniors’ Centre

Apt. #302
Extremely bright corner
apartment. 2 bdrms, 2
baths, large living and dinApt. 308
ing room, garage, impec- Sunny 1 bdrm, mint condicable condition. Asking tion. Many, many inclu$569,000
sions. Garage. $329,000.

has an array of engaging
courses at a reasonable cost
Registration is on Thursday, Sept. 18th
For info please call 514 932-2326

4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West

mariasantini@sympatico.ca

(at Lansdowne)

We consistently deliver quality in the assets we manage while providing our clients with the highest levels of personal service.

Place du Canada, Suite 2000, 1010 de la Gauchetiere West, Montreal, QC H3B 4J1 – www.3macs.com

John H. Bridgman

Bob McKenzie, CA, CFA
Portfolio Manager

Associate Portfolio Manger

514-394-2772

514-394-3038

514-394-2773

Portfolio Manager

Proudly celebrating 150 years of client trust and service (1858-2008)

Maria Spanakis,CIM
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GP’s view of future
health care discussed
By Eve Aspinall
Member of the Healthy City Project
When a longstanding patient – who
had waited a month for a follow-up appointment and then sat in the waiting
room for over an hour – mentioned the
delay, the reply was “You haven’t seen anything yet!”
This led to a very interesting and
lengthy interview with Dr. John B.
Hughes, MD, CM and assistant professor
of Medicine at McGill University’s Faculty
of Medicine on the future of medicine in
Quebec and Canada. He has practised in
Westmount and is well known in the community.
Once upon a time, perhaps 20 years
ago, you went to the bank and chatted with
the teller who stood behind the counter.
She would help clients fill out the deposit
slips, write up their bank books or whatever. She knew most of her customers and
interacted with them in a personal level.
Now they have been largely replaced by automatic teller machines (ATMs). They are
very convenient, very effective and efficient, and absolutely impersonal.
Medicine a unique service
It is this type of change that is happening throughout society – economies of

scale, economies of operating procedures
– to the detriment of personal service. Dr.
Hughes is skeptical of how this will translate to medical services, as medicine is a
bit unique in the service industry.
Services will still be there but delivered
in a less personal manner. There will be
less continuity of care, patients may no
longer see the same doctor each time and
may not be known by him/her. This occurs now in many urban communities
across Canada.
Young doctors are not setting up private
practices such as we know them because
the environment in which to do so is being
intentionally manipulated in another direction by the third party payer, our government.
Canadians do not have the money to
pay for the services they expect to get, as
evidenced by the closure of 20 percent of
community hospitals in the 1990s at the
demand of the IMF (International Monetary Fund). Our politicians are responsible
for the allocation of funds for services. Dr.
Hughes believes that there is not enough
money around to provide for services
Canadians expect.
Thus the government is trying to keep
the level as high as possible to provide the
best care to every one and has resorted to
the ATM-type solution as opposed to the
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The Queen Elizabeth on Northcliffe Ave. was one of the community hospitals closed in the 1990s. It
has been reborn at the Queen Elizabeth Health Complex.

bank teller approach.
There are clinics of many kinds, e.g.
CLSCs and GMFs, where the staff fluctuate, many of whom do not have deep roots
in the organization and do not know their
patients. People on average move every
five years so that continuity is missing.
Fewer specialists
There are greater difficulties accessing
specialists these days. Their numbers have
been cut; there are restrictions on foreign
licensing, even on those with post-doc
training here in Canada and even on
American doctors. It takes lengthy telephone calls to sell a critical case to a specialist in order to expedite a consultation
which will be an extra burden on their
daily schedule. Doctors have to turn down
new patients in order to see their own patients in a timely manner, otherwise they
lose control over their practice and problems become larger.
People have to pay attention to what is
happening in society. Unfortunately, most
people do not have the time to pay attention to what is happening in the health
care field, and added to that, health care is
an extremely complicated domain and, as
such, the government is allowed to get

away with less than full disclosure.
The federal and provincial governments should come out with a full statement of what is covered by Medicare and
what is not. This would put an end to this
delusional state that people have of free
health care for everything. It is about time
someone said, “The emperor has no
clothes!”
People have to demand that government spend the money on health care by
influencing their politicians. One signature on a handwritten letter is worth 1,000
on a petition. In the short term, there is a
real problem finding a GP, but in the long
term there has to be pressure on the government to recognize the public’s desire
for a solution.
The public will get what they want but
they have to be willing to pay for it.
Dislocation to come
Dr. Hughes will argue that today Canadian society is not willing to pay the price
and as such has to suffer severe dislocations in the health care system. Basically and although it is a bit of an
oversimplification, Canadians are not willing to pay the funds so that everyone gets
a GP.

Advertising sales:
Annika Melanson
514.223.3567

Parenting Pick: School fairs

Published by:
Sherbrooke-Valois Inc.
310 Victoria Ave., Suite 105
Westmount, QC H3Z 2M9
Fax: 514.935.9241

By Annika Melanson

Letters & Comments: We welcome your letters, but reserve the right to choose and edit them.
Please email any letter and comments to indie@westmountindependent.com.
Every letter of support helps us with advertisers!

Montreal Families magazine is hosting
two education fairs in September, which
offer parents an opportunity to meet representatives from more than 40 public,
private and boarding schools. The fairs
will be held on Monday, September 22 at
the Holiday Inn Midtown (420 Sher-

brooke St. W. corner Hutchison Street.),
from 5 pm to 8 pm and on Tuesday, September 23 at the Holiday Inn Pointe Claire
(Highway 40 & St. Jean Boulevard), from
5 pm to 8 pm. Admission is free.
For a complete list of attending schools
or for more information, call Montreal
Families at 514.487.8881 or go to www.
montrealfamilies.ca.
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Civic Alert

Dawn patrol: Questionable wisdom at 8 am councils
By Don Wedge
Some people like early
morning meetings, some
don’t. Councillors are no exception. Their views are
split with a bias towards
early starts. As part-timers,
they can spend the rest of
their day pursuing regular
business.
I doubt that the public who attend
council meetings share that view. They
tend to skip council’s daytime sessions.
On September 9, the first of last week’s
two special sessions was notable for the
presence of a handful of citizens. Called
for 8 am, councillors were due later at the
courthouse downtown, where they had
been subpoenaed to give evidence in the
case of 27 Bellevue Ave.
Protagonists in the dispute of neighbours exchanged sharp words before
Mayor Karin Marks opened the meeting,
but there was no ugliness even as councillors Patrick Martin and Kathleen Duncan
voted against their colleagues.
Four Westmount Municipal Association directors watched, dutifully trying to
understand how the change to a Category
1 building had been allowed.
Although the media had been notified
at noon the previous day, the Indie’s Lau-

Changed roles
Two sidelights: The PQ responsible
minister, incidentally, was the now-retired Jacques Brassard, who last week
intervened in the federal election by accusing the Bloc of effectively putting
sovereignty on hold.
Councillor Tom Thompson, who attempted to apply his trademarked dispute-settling on members’ by-law
differences, was on the other side of the
microphone in 1991 – as president of
the WMA.
DW

reen Sweeney, as so often is the case, was
the only local reporter present and her reports are on pages 1 and 8.
Despite the early hour, far more than
the issuing of a permit was at stake, including: neighbours having access to information about applications, redefinition
of the permit process and of councillors’
duties. They became fall-out issues raised
on September 10 at the second daytime
meeting of the week, when Martin successfully persuaded his colleagues to end
the rubber stamping.
Previous time
It brought to mind a previous time
when I had been part of a public turnout
for a council meeting at 8 am. In 1991,
May Cutler’s council met to pass a minor
housekeeping item, only to find no fewer
than nine protesters, organized by the
Westmount Municipal Association.
On this occasion, all council had to do
was to authorize Councillor Peter Trent to
take Mayor Cutler’s place at the same
evening’s session of the Régie intermunicipale de gestion des déchets de l’Île de
Montréal (RIGDIM), which was partowned by Westmount.
The purpose of this RIGDIM meeting
was to authorize a crucial phase in the
mayors’ $1 billion incinerator plan.
The WMA had become firmly convinced that this was not the way to go, and
was subsequently vindicated when the
promoters admitted disposal would cost
$122 per tonne to burn compared with
about $34 per tonne to bury in a landfill.
Is history about to repeat itself? Big
Montreal Mayor Gerald Tremblay is interested in a plan to build incinerators across
the region.
By 1991, although Quebec law specified
public meetings, nearly 40 of the mayors’
RIGDIM sessions had been held in secret.
Nevertheless, the word was getting out.
Public interest was growing not only in
Westmount, and the idea of burning waste
and creating pollution in the process was

being strongly criticized. The 26 member
mayors themselves were divided. Trent
supported it at that time.
The dispute had become very charged
over the previous months. The decision
was to go ahead with the proposal of the
American combustion engineers Foster
Wheeler, subject to it gaining Quebec government approval.
This would only be given after a commission had held public hearings. When
these began in April 1993, citizens, media
and experts tore the plan to pieces.
In the end, the commission condemned the project saying it should not go
ahead for environmental, social and economic reasons!

The deal was terminated, the Americans sued and, in 2008, with astronomical legal costs, it is still being disputed in
the courts.
As I compared the 8 am meeting of
1991 with last week’s, I realized how
things have remained the same. Public reaction to the issues in both cases hardened
as more facts became known.
Currently it is a call for more transparency and better rules. In 1991 it was
more transparency and a better solution.
It’s not always easy for a council to
change course, but it is sometimes important to do so. Oh! And secrecy is not always wise!
Citizen activist Don Wedge’s
e-mail address is calert@web.net.

On the Market: 52 Columbia
Built in 1896, this stone, fully renovated upper duplex benefits from an open
concept eating and living area, three bedrooms, exposed brick
walls, refinished wood
floors, a renovated kitchen
and bathroom (with a
Jacuzzi), granite counters,
high ceilings, original
moldings, new energyefficient thermo pane windows, two outdoor parking spaces, as well as the
possibility to build a rooftop terrace.
The owner, a LEED
(Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design)
accredited architect, used
strategies to make the renovation as sustainable as possible by reusing as much of
the existing materials as possible such as
walls, wood floors, doors, doorknobs, plaster and moldings, which reduced waste
and saved energy.
A low-flush toilet was installed in the
bathroom. The heating system uses original cast iron hot water radiators, which use

less energy than new ones because of their
thermal mass. The hot water heating system was switched to electric. Another
“green” benefit is the proximity to the Atwater metro
station.
This is a great opportunity for a first-time buyer, a
young couple, a new family or a single professional.
As the property is a second-floor walk-up, it is less
suitable for an older buyer.
The only drawback is the
proximity to the train
tracks.
Address: 52 Columbia
Ave.
Asking price: $395,000
(reduced from $409,000)
Municipal taxes (2008): $1,966
School taxes (2008): $515
Realtor: Tatiana Londono, Groupe Immobilier Londono Inc., 514.937.1717
On the Market is content provided by the
Independent and is not paid for, or approved
by, real estate sellers or their agents. Houses
are chosen randomly.
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Arlington Ave.
sale back on

Letters to the editor
Sign-up not
‘well organized’
I must object to your article’s characterization of the Sports and Recreation
sign-up (“Hundreds Register”, September
2 Independent, p. 3). While the staff and
volunteers did work very hard, the process
was certainly not “well organized.”
The fact that hundreds of people, many
with small children in tow, had to wait for
many hours in line indicates that some
more organization is needed.
You may be right that registrants were
excited to sign up for the sports programs,
but most in line were greatly PO-ed at the
sign-up process.
If we calculate that 800 people waited
an average of 2 hours in line and apply an
average time cost of $30 per hour (a conservative estimate in Westmount), citizens
lost a total of 1,600 hours and $48,000 in
this process.
Of course, those wealthy enough to
have their nannies wait in line for them
(yes, this is a growing trend) were much
less inconvenienced. I’m sure the wonderful folks at Sports and Recreation can
come up with a better way to do this.

Clearly, this is one Westmount “tradition” that needs to be changed.
Robert David, de Maisonneuve Blvd.

Are Canadians in Quebec
entitled to all their
constitutional rights?
Now that national unity has become an
election topic, almost nothing threatens
Canadian national unity more than the
blatant and unconscionable abandonment
of more than one million Quebecers of
non-French origin by federal political party
leaders: Harper, Dion and Layton.
Angry citizens across our nation are
watching these hypocritical leaders openly
pursue Quebec nationalist and separatist
voters while ignoring the plight of loyal
Canadians in Quebec who live under a
regime of always-denied, but open, statesanctioned discrimination.
This prejudice is imposed through the
abrogation of language, sign and education rights, not to forget the restriction of
access to English language services and
overall denial of hiring of Quebec’s minorities in government positions.
Considering that the Conservatives,

Liberals, NDP and the Bloc Québécois all
wholeheartedly supported recognition of
the “Québécois nation” in the parliamentary vote last year, this would be the best
time for federal political leaders to make
clear commitments on exactly what their
parties will do to restore the abrogated
rights to these too long neglected Canadians in Quebec.
Are Quebec’s discriminated-against minorities, as full citizens of Canada, not entitled to live in Quebec with all the
complete and inherent rights of being
Canadian? Is it not disingenuous that the
federal government promotes national
bilingualism and affirmative hiring programs for French Canadians across
Canada, while Quebec is officially unilingual, French, and employs few anglophones, allophones and visible minorities?
It is shameful, disrespectful, and irresponsible for federal leaders to avoid these
serious issues as Canada's national interest is flagrantly overlooked in the appeasement of the nationalist-separatist
agenda that has driven Canada’s political
life for too long.
Allen Nutik, Redfern Ave.
Leader of AffiliationQuebec

The Arlington Ave. street sale was
rained out on September 14, but it has
been rescheduled for Sunday, September
21 from 10 am to 2 pm. 10 to 12 families
plan to participate as merchants.

Foot Care Clinics
Initial Visit: $30
Additional Visits: $25

Queen Elizabeth Health Complex
Tuesdays & Wednesdays
Call: 514 866-6801

Griffith McConnell Residence
Fridays
Call: 514 482-0590

Electors react to meeting the candidates
Looming abortion
debate?
In the upcoming general election, I
really fear a return of the abortion debate. Harper’s bill that would potentially
criminalize abortions by recognizing the
fetus as a legal person is a back door to
reopen a long-settled debate.
I also fear that Dion’s Liberals will
not be standing up to Harper as much
as they should. They have abstained
from many non-confidence votes and
probably wouldn’t have toppled the government over this issue. They have
given Harper a blank cheque to press
through his agenda.
What has happened to the Canadian
consensus on abortion?
In spite of Green Party candidate
Claude Genest’s assurances (“Greens vs.
right to choose is ‘outrageous falsehood’”, August 26 Independent, p. 6),
even the Greens seem to be ambivalent
about it. Elizabeth May has publicly
called abortion a “frivolous right to
choose” in an address to the Sisters of
St. Joseph in London, Ontario.
I hope the voters of Westmount-Ville

Marie will consider a women’s right to
choose as a central motivator when deciding whom to vote for. I hope they will
choose the only candidate and party who
have never waivered on this issue and
who have continuously opposed Harper.
That candidate, of course, is the
NDP’s Anne Lagacé Dowson.
Lise St-Denis, Simpson St.

Politicians should reuse
It was interesting to observe, at the
Meet the Candidates night on August
27, that none of the main party candidates (including the Green Party) seemed to be using his/her own re-usable
water bottle.
These experienced public figures all
should have known that plastic-bottled
water is often what’s offered at many
types of speaking engagements. If the
candidates are really serious about environmental issues, I would like to see
them set a good example by taking the
easy but important step of using their
own re-usable bottles.
Susan Kazenel
Kensington Ave.

A SPIRITED EDUCATION
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Westmounters build a new school wing in Peru
Last year, Carolina Gallo La Fleche
hosted a breakfast to raise money and collect clothing for an orphanage in Peru.
One of the guests, Westmounter Birgitte
Keefe, was planning a trip with her 15-yearold son Brendan. She wanted to do something different than just sightseeing and
decided on Peru.
Keefe formed a group of like-minded
mothers and their children whom she

From left: Brendan Keefe, Jonathan Levitt, an
unidentified Peruvian student, Jean-Louis Chen
and another unidentified Peruvian student. Keefe,
Levitt and Chen are currently in grade 10 at
Selwyn House.

thought would want to participate and join
in an adventure. The group’s members are
Alice Goldbloom and her daughter
Alexandra, Christina Crandall and her
daughter Kirstin, Joanna Yao and her son
Jean-Louis Chen, Judi Levitt and her son
Jonathan, Carolina Gallo La Fleche and
her daughter Morgane Richer La Fleche,
and Keefe’s son Brendan.
Jean-Louis, Jonathan and Brendan attend Selwyn House; Alexandra and Kirstin
attend The Study and Morgane recently attended Villa Ste. Marcelline.
Keefe researched a number of organizations and decided upon Volunteer
Abroad, which helped coordinate a trip to
Peru as well as a volunteer project. The
chosen project was a school where a new
wing was desperately needed.
“Children in North America grow up
with so many benefits. The purpose of this
trip for me and my son was for him to see
how people survive in other countries and
arrive every day at school with a smile on
their face,” said Keefe.
Each participant donated a sum that
collectively covered the cost of materials,
as well as the hiring of an expert contractor. But it was the mothers and their kids

Volunteers Abroad director Julia Clement (top row left) and Morgane Richer La Fleche (top row right)
with local Peruvians.

that did all of the hauling, nailing and
painting.
“The children had the chance to interact in a meaningful way with the local stu-

dents and they were also able to see what
a difference their work created. It was truly
a privilege and touching experience,” said
Gallo La Fleche.

Making it official
The recent mounting of this MUHC
logo on the former Air Canada building
just west of Claremont on de Maisonneuve brings to reality the hospital’s move
to the Westmount border.
Acquisition of the building for clinics
and administration offices was initially reported by the Independent May 20 in a
story headlined “Superhospital moving
closer”.
The building backs onto the Glen Yard.
䊳 The de Maisonneuve entrance to the “new”
MUHC building, steps from Vendôme Metro
station.

TRIAL
OFFER

Come to the Y on September 28
and get 50% off** the regular
price of a family day pass.

Westmount YMCA
4585 Sherbrooke St. West (Vendôme Metro)
514 931-8046
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Cllr. calls permit amendment “illegal”
continued from p. 1

the city clerk, he voted in favour of the permit along with Cynthia Lulham, Tom
Thompson, Nicole Forbes and John de
Castell. The latter two reversed their votes
from a previous meeting, saying they now
had information they required.
This time, only Councillor Kathleen
Duncan voted with Martin in opposition.
Along with Lulham and Marks, they were
the only council members called to testify
in court, though most members of council
received subpoenas.
Elated by the final outcome of the council decision, Steven Goldberg, the owner
of 27 Bellevue, leaned over to kiss his wife.
They quickly thanked the council and
headed for court.
The previous attempt to amend the permit August 25 on a different technicality
was voted down 4-3, thereby adding
weight, initially, to the plaintiff’s case
against the city and Goldberg. Mireille
Raymond alleges the new storey would
block the view from her home at 20 Sunnyside.
The new attempt to correct the permit
was based on a design change that also allows the roof to be raised to allow an attic
crawl space to become another storey.
In debating the second change, Martin
pointed out how the English version of the
by-law was apparently used as the reference by the city and varied from the
French. He believed that in Quebec a

French version takes precedence. (This
would be based on Article 8 of the French
Language Charter, city clerk Mario Gerbeau later told the Independent.) As well,
Westmount typically accepts the more
stringent of two varying regulations.
Councillor Cynthia Lulham, who chairs
council’s urban planning committee and
sits on the Planning Advisory Committee,
said “our guidelines are not absolute because architecture is not absolute.”
Mayor Karin Marks later pointed out
that the city’s architectural guidelines
(though written into the by-law) were just
that – guidelines. “It’s not a finite process,” she explained. The guidelines provide the direction “we want to go in” and
are interpreted building by building. That
was why council should take the advice of
professional architectural experts.
In that regard, Martin argued, the role
of the advisory body was to make recommendations, whereas the responsibility of
council was to ensure that they conformed
legally, which he believed in this case was
not so.
Tom Thompson explained it was his
role as chairman of the Finance and Administration Committee to ensure all details of the permit conformed to the by-law,
which he believed they did. “A court may
decide differently,” he added. The court
case was expected to conclude on Sept. 15.
Later, during question period, citizens
questioned the reliance on architectural

Before the second day of court action, opposing neighbours peruse the new design features for 27 Bellevue
before the council debate. From left are John Keyserlingk, Barry Garber (both of Sunnyside) and Steven
Goldberg of 27 Bellevue. Looking on is Councillor Nicole Forbes (right).

experts. “Why do you have to do what the
experts say?” asked Marilyn Gillies.
In pointing out that mistakes had been
made in the original permit, Helen
Rainville said, “so architects aren’t infallible.”
Retired architect Michael Ellwood, who
has experience in Westmount, suggested
that the setbacks at 27 Bellevue made it a
non-conforming building and as such any
additions also required special non-conforming consideration.
Asked by the Independent after the

meeting if some of the issues raised might
lead to a review of the current permit
granting process, Marks answered only
that she had “always felt” the public
should have greater access to plans “before
the shovel goes in the ground.”
On the other hand, she said, there are
fears that providing too much information
before a permit is granted can become “a
political football.” Marks previously served
as the council’s architectural and planning
commissioner.

Changes kick in quickly to permit approval process
By Laureen Sweeney
In the wake of the court challenge to a
building permit for 27 Bellevue, it took
only one day last week for council to
change the way it typically approves such
permit recommendations from the architectural review board.
At its mid-month meeting September
10 – the day after its controversial approval
of the Bellevue permit change (see story p.
1) – council voted unanimously to accept
the request of Councillor Patrick Martin to
withdraw seven major projects from the
newest list of 24 permit applications on
the agenda. This would give council more
time for reviewing the requests of the
city’s influential Planning Advisory Committee (PAC).
“I’d like to see us get the information
sooner,” Martin said.
In some cases neighbours would be affected, he explained. To vote properly,
councillors needed to have sufficient in-

formation to know what they were voting that court challenges can be costly.
for.
Councillor Cynthia Lulham, who sits
He cited the manner in which he had on PAC with the city architectural advibeen examined in Superior Court the day sors, said she had no problem endorsing
before by the city’s own lawyer who ques- the recommendations of PAC. She felt untioned the council’s responsibility to be comfortable delaying permits to people
fully informed before
who had been waiting a long
voting on the pertime and who were told
For permits approved their permits were “going
mits. The one for 27
Bellevue had been
through today.” A common
on September 10
approved
initially
complaint was how long it
see p. 20.
March 31 in a group
can take to get a permit.
of some 79.
She also urged councilMartin said it was unrealistic to expect lors to read PAC minutes to keep inthe council to approve a long list of per- formed. But Councillor Kathleen Duncan
mits received only the previous afternoon, said the minutes provided only “generic
especially when they involved additions explanations” of the projects under conand extensions that “would definitely have sideration.
an impact on neighbours.”
Others come onside
Lessons learned
When Duncan recounted a similar
Through the experience of 27 Bellevue, courtroom experience to Martin, councilhe said, “we’ve learned that neighbours lors Tom Thompson and John de Castell
don’t take kindly” to that type of work, and voiced support for Martin’s suggestion

and the motion on the table was amended
by Lulham on the spot and subsequently
approved.
Mayor Karin Marks said that “we will
look at the process” but that it was council’s role to ratify decisions of PAC, not replace it. Council should either support the
architectural review board that had been
in place since 1918 or make the process
into a political analysis.
The seven building projects withdrawn
included a two-storey addition at 60 Oakland and a second storey addition at 659
Murray Hill as well as extensions at 511
Roslyn, 736 Upper Belmont and 455 Claremont. Another was to build a garage deck
on a Category 1 heritage home at 389 Elm
and the addition of a sunroom at 328
Wood.
Martin said he had no issue with approving permits for windows, doors and
similar types of work, but felt council
needed sufficient time to understand the
files dealing with more major work.

christina miller 514.933.6781

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 16-17, 2008 – 9

#1 Agent RE/MAX Westmount 2007

Affiliated Real Estate Agent – RE/MAX Westmount Broker
The most important work we will ever do will be within the walls of our own homes.

644 Grosvenor – Asking $1,195,000

GREAT VALUE! This extra large semi-detached home is in excellent condition and offers
many extras including a 2 car integrated garage, an open concept kitchen with main
floor den, 4 bedrooms including a luxurious master suite, beautiful woodwork, a finished
basement, central air, & a 5000 watt generator. A beautiful large landscaped backyard
is perfect for outdoor dining. Reasonable evaluation & taxes.
Terrific
Townhouse

Delightful
Detached

Superb Stonefront

Pleasant Pad

Convenient
Condo

Perfect
Pied-A-Terre

488 Elm Av.
Tasteful 3-storey
5 bedroom townhouse
in prime location.
Central air+++.
Asking $1,495,000

sold

457 Grosvenor
Bright & sunny
3 bedroom upper
duplex. Lovely deck,
eat in kitchen,
high ceilings.
Asking $445,000

Majestic Mansion
3262 Cedar
Grand stone home
with river views on
pool sized lot. Lots of
bedrooms make it the
perfect family home.
Asking $2,995,000

4736 Victoria
Open concept home
with 3+1 bedrooms,
pool size garden &
2 car garage.
Asking $689,000
343 Clarke
3 bedroom gem in
heritage building steps
from Greene Avenue
shops. Wonderful
space. Asking $445,000

Enormous Estate

Hudson, Quebec
Custom built waterfront home with indoor
pool set on 5 acres in
prime Hudson location.
Asking $5,495,000

481 Argyle
A great home on
a great street. 3+1
bedrooms, immense
private garden,
pad parking.
Asking $829,000

1321 Sherbrooke St. W.
660 sf 1 bdrm
condo in prestigious
Le Chateau. Easy living
in the heart of the city.
Asking $225,000.

Superb
Stonehouse

Essex, New York
Four storey Georgian
stone house in charming village of Essex, two
hours from Montreal.
Asking $699,500
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Compost collection growing
continued from p. 1

Dorchester and down Hallowell. (The
Phase 1 central block, sector 8, is bounded
by Lansdowne, Côte St. Antoine, Clarke
and de Maisonneuve.)
News of the expanded Phase 2 was reported at the August 25 meeting of city
council.
Compost ambassadors sought
“We will be actively recruiting more
compost ambassadors to help throughout
these sectors,” said Jennifer Patton, who

chairs the Environment Committee of the
Healthy City Project.
These are volunteers who will visit
neighbours to offer tips on the new green
bin collection. Interested persons may call
her at 514.935.6983.
Comments from the Phase 1 survey will
be reviewed starting next week, Peter said.
“We want to know from residents how
clear the instructions were, what problems
might have arisen more often than we realized, and any tips or tricks they might
share with others.”

City staff bowling championship:
qualifying round
City of Westmount staff and council members took advantage of their proximity to
the bowling green on September 10 to have a lawn bowling tournament. The finals take
place on Wednesday, September 17.

Garbage sectors in Westmount
CÔTE-DES-NEIGES/
NOTRE-DAME-DE-GRÂCE
WESTMOUNT

CÔTE-DES-NEIGES/
NOTRE-DAME-DE-GRÂCE
WESTMOUNT

IE
E-MAR
VILL
UNT
TMO
WES

Last year’s champions pose this year: “The
Dee-Gees” (for director general): from left:
Roma Chaykowsky (executive assistant),
Bruce St. Louis (director general), Andrew
Ross (communications agent) and Marie
José Aubertin (executive assistant). They are
finalists this year too.

WESTMOUNT
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Blue: Phase 1 (existing compost pickup)
Green: Phase 2 (expected November 3)
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With the approaching rollout of Phase 2 of the kitchen waste collection in sectors 6, 7, 9 and 10, almost
half the city will be involved.

The city council team: from left, councillors Nicole Forbes, Cynthia Lulham and George Bowser, Mayor
Karin Marks. What’s with the Hawaiian-style leis as headdresses? The team decided to use headgear
as their team identifier and the leis were the only items available at the Dollar Store. The mayor has
talked publicly of her weakness for Dollar Store items, but this is the first time the Independent has
seen evidence of it.
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Terry Fox Run in Westmount Park

Scott Garnham, the first registrant.

Three participants were ready to go at
11 am for the early start of the Terry Fox
Run in Westmount Park on September 14.
The weather was overcast, but there was
no rain.
Early bird and downtown resident Scott
Garnham was the first to arrive, followed
by a couple who had come from Perth, Ontario for a combined vacation/charity run.
Events were set to get going more vigorously at 12 noon. Among anticipated
participants were all the members of the

CHATEAU BONAVISTA
4555 Bonavista
Prime location adjacent Westmount
Bachelor Suites, 3½’s, 4½’s, 5½’s
From $745 – 2,195
●
●
●
●

Beautiful Olympic-size indoor salt water pool
Sauna ● Gym ● 24 hour doorman
Indoor parking
Heating, hot water, air conditioning,
and appliances included

Call 9:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 7 days

514-481-8163

www.cromwellmgt.ca

From left: Organizers Amanda Maks, Kristina
Ramsay, Sabrina Kaley, Mauricio Salazar and
Jennifer Maks.

Dawson’s triple-A women’s basketball
team. Participants were to run the twokilometer course fives times for a total of
10 kilometers.

Contactivity
Seniors’ Centre
has an array of engaging
courses at a reasonable cost
Registration is on Thursday, Sept. 18th
For info please call 514 932-2326

4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd. West
(at Lansdowne)

Westmount Properties

STONEFRONT
VICTORIAN!

SUPER QUIET

Walk to work from this
secluded townhouse steps
to Stayner Park, trendy
Greene Av, and the metro.
$510,000

LOCATION! Where the kids
really can play on the street!
Central Air, new roof, are just
some of the upgrades, eat-in
kitchen, 3 fireplaces, upstairs
den. Garage. $1,195,000

Both on open house Sunday, 2-4 pm

PEGGY McMULLAN
514-933-5800
Groupe Sutton Centre Ouest

CARMEN
BERLIE
Chartered Real Estate Agent
Groupe Sutton Centre O.

514-933-5800
www.carmenberlie.com
cberlie@sutton.com
Unique,
detached
triplex. Green
Av. area. Quality
and interesting
architectural
style.
$1,750,000

Elegant and
impeccable!
Detached 3+1
bdr. Ground
floor extension.
Garage and
parking.
$1,195,000
Most spacious
townhouse
stone façade.
Near Greene Av.
Perfect for
office at home
or in-law suite.
$898,000.

REN

TAL

J
REDUUST
CED
DU CANAL ST.
Great loft with wall to wall windows and city views. 11-ft
ceilings, original beams, brick wall. Corner unit overlooking
the canal, bike path, walk to Old Montreal, Downtown,
hard wood floors, central air, garage and gym locker.
Asking $299,000
Photos: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1407510

DE VERSAILLES ST.
On a quiet st. & ideally located in Downtown MTL, this very
well reno. 3 storey, w/ sep. large 1 bdrm apt. ($7320 rev.), is
near the Bell Center, metro and shopping. Large family room,
2 spectacular stone fire places, gorgeous ext., large deck and
secluded landscaped garden. Asking $550,000
Photos:www.mcguiganpepin.com/1454927

WEST HILL AVE.
Unique blend of contemporary and traditional NDG home in
prime location. Bright, spacious 3 bedroom, high ceilings,
mouldings, many built-ins, oak floors, chair rail paneling, FP,
garage, mature and exotic garden. Asking $600,000
Photos: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1445266

WESTMOUNT

SOLD

MOUNT PLEASANT AVE.
Walking access to all private schools. Ideal 5 bedrm, 3 bathrm
family home. Enjoy the light and views from every level of this
elegant & spacious property. Ground floor den, sunroom,
garage and garden. Asking $1,300,000
Virtual tour: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1427564

LE SUD OUEST

MELBOURNE AVE.
Turn of the Century brick detached home handsomely located
at the corner of Melville overlooking Westmount Park. Flooded
by light from the generous fenestrations, this charming
and spacious 5 bedroom home will appeal to the most
discriminating buyer. Asking $1,570,000
Photos: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1470317

GRAND BLVD.
Bright spacious pristine cottage on wide Blvd. Updated 4+1
home with open concept kitchen/dining/family room. High and
dry bsmt. Immense garden for kids and dogs. Very convenient
location to amenities and transport. Asking $399,000
Virtual tour: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1454648

NDG

WESTMOUNT

WESTMOUNT

GREENE AVE.
An opportunity to live in a great location-close to metro,
shopping, all conveniences. Lower duplex, in very good
condition: well maintained and updated, while keeping
the original charm. 2 bedrooms, one parking space.
Asking $1,575/Month
Photos: www.mcguiganpepin.com/1439483

VILLE MARIE

NDG

LE SUD OUEST

WESTMOUNT

WESTMOUNT INDEPENDENT – September 16-17, 2008 – 13

DU CANAL ST.
Loft studio, in the Corticelli, close to Downtown & Old
Montreal, next to canal and bicycle path. Perfect pied à terrewood floors, big windows, renovated bath, large kitchen
overlooking interior garden, open living/dining/bedroom area
and Murphy bed. Easy parking. Asking $219,000
Photos:www.mcguiganpepin.com/1459143

STE CATHERINE W. ST.
Westmount Park Towers, close to Victoria village and
Westmount Park. This 2 bedroom/2 bath, elegantly furnished
condo has a fireplace, solarium, river and mountain views and
a garage. Condo fees include a pool, exercise room & 24 hour
door man. Asking $440,000
Photos:www.mcguiganpepin.com/1453740
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Layton revisits Westmount

Dion kicks off in Westmount

A light moment amid more serious ones: the group was reacting to a comment from a well-wisher that
Stéphane Dion would be the next prime minister. From left: Marc Garneau; Janine Kreiber, wife of
Dion; Sarah DeSousa, sister of the slain Anastasia, and Dion.
Photo and story by Robert J. Galbraith.
NDP leader Jack Layton (left) energizes supporters and Westmount-Ville Marie candidate Anne
Lagacé Dowson (right) at her Sherbrooke St. headquarters on September 11.
Photo by Robert J. Galbraith.

Retail Watch

On the first full day of the federal election campaign (September 8), Liberal
leader Stéphane Dion and WestmountVille Marie candidate Marc Garneau stood
shoulder to shoulder under the shadow of
Dawson College, where just two years earlier, gunman Kimveer Gill shot 20 people,

killing Dawson student Anastasia DeSousa.
Dion slammed Prime Minister Stephen
Harper and accused his party of being soft
on crime. He said a Dion government
would ban assault weapons, so that, “this
kind of event must not happen again.”

service from beginning to end. Once an
order is ready, the linens are not only delivered to the client’s home but also installed (yes, they actually go to your home
and make your bed, so that it looks just
like the ones in magazines). Other personalized services include linens for baby
nurseries, children’s bedrooms and monogramming, which is often difficult to find.
Toile’s upcoming open house is a
chance to check out the newly renovated
showroom without an appointment and
hear Bryson give seminars about organic
mattresses, which she carries.

glassware, stainless champagne buckets
trimmed in Swarovski crystals, mouthblown and hand-painted colourful Murano
vases, scented organic candles and multitime zone clocks. This is the place for a
corporate gift, a wedding present, a hostess gift or just a splurge.
Soon to come is designer food (mostly
Italian), such as ten-year-old wine vinegar,
olive oils and Tuscan chocolates, as well as
wooden toys from Sweden, such as a rocking rabbit arriving shortly.

Bon Living for Westmount bon vivants
Opened in mid-August, Bon Living
(1355 Greene Ave., second floor, 514.933.
4266, www.bon-living.com) “is a place
where people can go and get groovy stuff
not found elsewhere. We carry unique
things in different price brackets,” said
owner Andrew Joannidis.
The feeling of the second-floor boutique is modern and spacious, with well
displayed merchandise. The space was designed by the owner’s brother, Michael
Joannidis, who also designed the ubertrendy Café Méliès on St. Lawrence Blvd.
Bon Living’s original gifts include crystal wine glasses from Tuscany, Murano

Electronic
Independents
available

by Annika Melanson
Toile Sur Rendez-Vous celebrates 10 years
By Annika Melanson
Founded in 1998 by Westmounter Ingrid Bryson in
the basement of her Thornhill Ave. home, Toile Sur
Rendez-Vous (now located
at 326 Victoria Ave, suite
212, 514.486.2424, www.
linensbyappointment.com)
will celebrate its 10th anniversary with an
open house on Wednesday, October 8,
from 10 am to 5 pm.
Bryson acquired her retail experience
from 1981 until 1995, when she and her
husband owned the Trading Post on
Queen Mary. After the Trading Post closed,
Bryson went on a trip to Toronto with a
friend who worked as an interior designer.
Bryson explained “[I] couldn’t believe that
I was going to Toronto to buy linen.”
She “wasn’t going to go into retail again
and I came up with the linens by appointment concept. Our forte is selling what
people need and servicing the client, while
respecting their budget.”
“Our expertise is the bedroom,” said

Bryson, “the two important components
are décor and especially comfort.” Toile Sur
Rendez-Vous is a showroom as well as a
one-on-one service by appointment where
clients can go with or without a designer,
discuss their needs and budgets, and work
closely with Bryson to select the bed, bath
and table linens of their dreams.
The cherry on top? The attention to

Ingrid Bryson

Enjoy the Indie at supper
time on Tuesdays!
Sign up by writing us:
indie@
westmountindependent.com.
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“Hottest Property of the Season”
Westmount – 642 Belmont – $1,850,000

Own a
property
of
distinction

Affiliated Real Estate Agent
Agent immobilier affilié
Hall of Fame, Platinum Club *
English · French · Spanish

4+1 bedrooms, 3+1 bathrooms,
double garage + 5 car parking,
3 fireplaces, 2 skylights, designer loft
basement, deck & garden with pond.

(514)

933-6781

bunnyberke@yahoo.ca
www.bunnyberke.com
RE/MAX Westmount inc.
1330 Greene Avenue
Westmount, Quebec
H3Z 2B1

Bunny Berke
*2006, 2007, 2008
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Westmount High students
organize against human trafficking

The Westmount Townshipper
Townshippers’ Day
This year marks the 29th edition of
Townshippers’ Day, an annual event organized by the Townshippers’ Day committee.
It will be held on Saturday, September
20, from 9 am to 5 pm in the picturesque
town of Sutton. It is a day of friendship celebrating the English-speaking community

and its heritage.
This ideal is supported by a cultural
showcase of bilingual artists, artisans, activities, music and healthy fare.
This event draws up to 10, 000 annual
visitors for a day of fun and family enjoyment. Admission is free of charge with a
suggested $2 dollar parking donation.

TOWNSHIP TREASURES
FRELIGHSBURG

360 acres. Invest in our very precious planet. Picture postcard setting, 3
BR farmhouse. Rich meadows, diverse forest, mountain streams. $850,000

BROME LAKE

14 acres. Rustic 4 BR home with large garage, small pool, pond, woods,
views and privacy. Sublime setting between Bromont and Knowlton.
$359,000

From left: (back row) Chanel and Connie; (middle row) Cynthia, Sophie, Mel and Beth; (front)
Sabrina and Ashley.

A group of Westmount High students
was taking a stand against human trafficking on September 13.
They were out collecting signatures and
handing out pamphlets against the phenomenon at Grosvenor and Sherbrooke
St. To report instances of human trafficking, their pamphlet referred readers to the
National Human Trafficking Hotline at

SHARYL THOMPSON

Royal LePage Action Broker. Visit these
and other great listings at my website.

COWANSVILLE

14 acres. Impeccable, 3+ BR, country bungalow w/perennial gardens,
berry bushes, barn, meadows, woods. 1 km to shops. $269,000

MOUNTAINTOP SETTING

31 acres. Definitely for the hard to impress! Spectacular views and location,
tranquility. 1 hr to Montreal. Call me for details.

450.266.6888 www.sharyl.com

In appreciation of your patronage, I am pleased to donate a portion of my commission to your favourite charity. Diamond Award (top 3% of Quebec Royal Lepage agents)

1.888.373.7888. It is run by the National
Human Trafficking Resource Center, a
non-profit group funded by the US government and private parties.
Local sponsors of the signature drive
included the Westmount Auto Esso garage
at Grosvenor and Sherbrooke St. and Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom’s Committee
against HT.

If you want us to succeed,
you’ve got to make some noise!
Who makes the Westmount Independent
financially viable?

Lois Hardacker
KNOWLTON – 3 Victoria

450 242-2000

KNOWLTON NEAR THE LAKE – Wonderful neighbourhood,
popular also for its proximity to town centre. Grounds with
mature trees, pool and frontage on the walking path. Lots
of living space on the main floor, 3 bedrooms upstairs and
an attic playroom. Bring your ideas for finishing touches.
$244,000

lois@royallepage.ca

Group #1. Real estate agents
Group #2. Other advertisers, including the City of Westmount
Focus on Group #1.
How can you help us with real estate advertisers?
• If you are listing your house for sale and local advertising is a part of your agent’s
strategy, please request that your agent advertise it with us. Our advertising
rates are competitive.
• If you are in contact with a real estate agent (or agents), please mention to them
that you read and enjoy our paper.

¬ Advertisers need feedback! Please give it to them.¬
Thank you for your support,
David Price, Editor & Publisher

BEST BUNGALOW in another well-loved Knowlton
quartier. Two steps to the daycare and community centre,
the schools and the shops. Impeccable, comfortable easycare brick home with 2 bedrooms on the main floor, two
more down as well as super storage. A good starting place
for $219,000.

CITY COMFORTS, COUNTRY SETTING – As a weekend
home, it’s hard to beat with its huge southern mountain
view and 2.8 acres. Also THE place to live year-round with
top quality construction, 3 floors including the walk-out
basement. Enormous garage/atelier, too. $635,000 Life on
the Grand scale.

Eastern Townships Living by Lois Hardacker
Chartered Real Estate Agent

¬
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What’s Cooking in Westmount? Blueberries!
By Anthea Dawson
It is official: the kids have
gone back to school, the
streets are abuzz again with
returned vacationers, and
the balmy nights of August
seem like a distant memory.
As September 21 quickly
approaches and we pack
away our white outfits for the year, autumn is knocking loudly at the door. But
with it brings one of the most exciting
growing seasons Quebec has in the whole
year, and now is the time to take advantage.
Beautifully bulbous squashes, multicoloured peppers and delectably sweet
ears of corn line the stalls at the local markets, as do the wonderful local wild blueberries that sprang up in August and, I
was very happy to see, are still around.
From the beginning to mid-way
through the summer, if you had a hankering for blueberries, you were left only with
the huge cultivated kind from California

that sell throughout the whole year. Still
tasty, it seemed absurd to be spending
$4.99 for a pint when every time you go
to the country you see the tiny, flavourpacked wild blueberries growing in abundance all over the place.
Typically, the season begins about halfway through July, but due to late spring
frosts this year, the season was delayed by
a few weeks – which works out well for us
as we head in to fall.
Blueberries a huge export
Blueberries are a huge export for
Canada, $323 million in 2007, making it
the largest fruit crop that is nationally produced. Quebec in particular (which is second only to British Columbia in
production) is famous for its wild blueberries, with Saguenay-Lac St. Jean and
the North Shore as its most abundant producers. One pint of wonderfully sweet and
tangy local wild blueberries are selling this
week at Fruiterie Mont Victoria on Sherbrooke St. for $2.99 (and $3.99 right next
door at Metro), and if storing and freezing

them is your thing, you can buy 15 lb. baskets up north at Bourassa or at the Atwater
Market for $68.00.
That seems like a lot of money to spend
on blueberries but if you think how much
you’d spend throughout the year on the
California half-pints (sometimes as much
as $4.99) or the frozen bags, it’s actually
quite economical.
And healthy too!
Not only are blueberries full of beautiful flavour, they are also one of the best
fruits for us. Packed with vitamins (both C
and E), they are also one of the highest
fruits or vegetables in antioxidants, which
help fight off chronic disease and other effects of the aging process – and all the
while being extremely low in calories
(about 81 per cup) and sodium.
In fact, researchers have shown that
daily intakes of blueberries can help improve vision, stave off urinary-track infections, improve short-term memory loss
and can help to reduce risk for some
forms of cancer (in particular colon and

Comin’ Up...
Tuesday, Sept. 16: The City of Westmount
invites citizens to take part in a community-wide discussion on a sustainability vision at Victoria Hall at 7 pm. Info: www.
westmount.org, click on Calendar, then
Sustainable Development.
Wednesday, Sept. 17: The 2 O’Clock Series
at the Westmount Library presents Le
théâtre au Québec 1937-1952: un voyage musical at 2 pm. To register: 514.989.5299.
Event in French with a bilingual question
period. Info: http://westlib.org/english/
events.htm 䢇 The Westmount Library’s
Fall Author Series presents author John
Kalbfleisch who will speak on This Island
in Time: Remarkable Tales from Montreal’s
Past at 7 pm. To register: 514.989.5299.
Info: http://westlib.org/english/events.
htm 䢇 Eliezer Yaari, general director of
the New Israel Fund on building Israeli
civil society, human rights and religious
tolerance at 7:30 pm at at Temple EmanuEl Beth Sholom (4100 Sherbrooke St.).
Info: 514.937.3575. 䢇 “The Wisdom of

Larry David’s Curb Your Enthusiasm” at
5:45 pm at Temple Emanu-El Beth
Sholom, $10 per person (dinner & materials). Reserve early 514.937.3575.
Thursday, Sept. 18: Westmount Historical
Association lecture “Marianopolis College:
Celebrating its Centennial” by Françoise
Boisvert CND, the CEGEP’s director general, at the Westmount Public Library
from 7 to 9 pm. $5 at the door. 䢇 Fall
course registration at Contactivity Centre
from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm, followed by
lunch at 1 pm. with live music. Call to reserve: 514.932.2326. 䢇 Political activist,
author and lecturer Avital Sharansky on
“The Russian Aliyah to Israel: Now and
Then.” Free public lecture at the Congregation Shaar Hashomayim at 8:15 pm.
Info: 514.937.9471
Monday, Sept. 22: Council meeting at City
Hall at 8 pm.
Tuesday, Sept. 23: St. James Literary Society presents writer and columnist

ESTATE and
MOVING SALES
House Content
Clearance
RONDA
514 236-4159

HAIR STYLING FOR MEN

514.484.5987
4970 Sherbrooke Street West

Monique Polak discussing the research
that led to What World is Left, an account of
her mother’s experiences in a World War
II concentration camp at 7:30 pm at the
McGill Faculty Club (3450 McTavish). Admission $10. Info: 514.484.0146.
Thursday, Sept. 25: The first of Westmount
YMCA’s three free public lectures is
“Myths and realities about gambling and
betting: Know more… and lose less” at 7
pm presented by La Maison Jean Lapointe.
Bilingual question period follows. Free,
donations welcome. 䢇 Author Michael B.
Oren on “Israel at 60: The Challenge of
U.S. Sovereignty”. Free public lecture at
the Congregation Shaar Hashomayim at
8:15 pm. Info: 514.937.9471. 䢇 ART NOW
at the Westmount Library features artists
and speakers on collecting including Anthony Collins (Collins Lefebvre Stoneberger) at 7:00 pm. Info: Heather Black
514.989.9091.
Sept. 26, 27 & 28: The Foundation for
Public Poetry’s Montreal Public Poetry
Festival at Café Culturel SABA (5124-A
Sherbrooke St.). For complete schedule:
www.publicpoetry.wordpress.com.
Sunday, Sept. 28: The Orpheus Singers are
offering a rehearsal open to the public
with commentary by musical director
Peter Schubert at St. Mathias Church (131
Côte St. Antoine) between 2 and 4 pm.

ovarian cancer).
If you’re struggling to figure out ways
to sneak this super-fruit in to your own or
your family’s diet, fear not – blueberries
are so versatile, they can work in almost
anything. Not only are they the perfect garnish for your morning bowl of cereal, they
are also great in smoothies, and as tangy
additions to salads.
There are tons of incredible blueberry
desserts to list off, but if baking isn’t your
thing, just try subbing them in for chocolate sprinkles a top your next bowl of ice
cream. Blueberry juices are even becoming more prominent in stores and are really yummy.
Enjoy this short blueberry season because it is not going to be around much
longer – by the end of September, all we’ll
be left with is the overly-priced gargantuan
berries from California. Luckily though we
have an autumn full of amazing vegetables to look forward to!

Foster Search

Renata needs
foster parents
By Rena Rubin,
Foster Care & Recruitment Worker,
Batshaw Youth & Family Centres
Renata was honoured with a special
award for friendship, participation and
service to fellow students when she graduated from elementary school this year.
Having had a good academic year, she is
excited about high school and making new
friends.
Though as a normal 12 ½-year-old she
needs to be held accountable, her behaviour is very manageable. She is also surprisingly good with her chores and routine
in the group home.
Renata needs a nurturing, understanding single or two-parent foster home that
will be accepting of her connection with
her family. Ideally, the location will be easily accessible to Verdun.
Renata’s interests vary. She enjoys the
outdoor activities she is experiencing at
camp. She is keen on listening to music
on her MP3. You can engage her in table
games, and she likes arts and crafts,
movies and music videos. It would be beneficial if she was kept active in outdoor and
community programs, such as swimming.
For more information on fostering Renata, please contact Batshaw Foster
Homes for Children at 514.932.7161, ext
1139.
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Westmount wedding first

Estelle Petit (right) and Jasmin Pilon (centre) were the first couple ever to be married by a City of
Westmount council member, in this case Mayor Karin Marks. The event took place at city hall on
September 14. There are four other couples who have put their names down to be married at city hall.
As previously reported, city hall has already been used as a venue for a wedding.

Bridge for Bright Brains:

Westmount Synagogues
are hotbeds for bridge
By George Retek
The Shaar Hashomayim Synagogue located at 450 Kensington and the Temple
Emanu-El-Beth Sholom located at 4100
Sherbrooke St. have provided ample opportunities to play bridge for many
decades. They even provide a light lunch.
The game starts 12:30 on Tuesdays at the
Shaar and 11:30 on Fridays at the Temple.
Congratulations to the newest Westmount Life Master: Barbara Brownstein,
who has been the guiding force at the synagogue for many years. The proceeds of
the game are donated for charity.
Should you be interested in playing,
then you may contact one of the following
expert directors: Shaar Hashomayim –
Mark Yudin, 514.488.1171; Temple
Emanuel – Lynda Smaltz, 514.696.7000
The following hand was dealt at a recent game held at the Temple. Notice the
imaginative play by the defender (made in
tempo) that caused declarer to go wrong
in a solid contract:
North
m A Q xx
nJx
o xx
p K Q xxx

West
East
m J xx
m xx
n 10 xx
n A K xxx
ox
o K Q 10 9 8
p A J xxxx
px
South
m K xxx
n Q xx
o A J xxx
px
The bidding:
West
North East
South
P
1C
1H (weak) Dble
2C (natural) 2S
3D
P
3H
P
P
P
The play:
South lead a Spade and East ruffed the
third round of Spade continuation. East
played a Club to the Ace and led the singleton Diamond from dummy and played
King from hand.
South followed with a small card without the slightest hesitation. Place yourself
to East’s seat, “obviously” North has 3 Diamonds to the Ace. (North opened a club
and bid Spade later. This denies holding 4
Diamonds, and with doubleton Ace, he
would not have ducked with the Ace). The
best play is to ruff out East’s presumed

On the shelves
Among the new arrivals at the Library
singled out by staff are:
Magazines
“The smartest cities in Canada” by
Cathy Gulli in Maclean’s, Sept 8, 2008, p.
46. Where you live has a big impact on
how wealthy, healthy and happy you are.
How does your city stack up?
“Obama, eh? What can the Canadian
Left really expect from a president
Obama?” in This Magazine, Sept/Oct
2008, p. 16.
“L’école du délire. Les enfants apprennent difficilement à lire? Peut-être que les
méthodes d’enseignement ne conviennent
pas à leur cerveau!” par Catherine Dubé
dans Québec science, Septembre 2008, p.
18.
“Mexique: le nouveau paradis des retraités québécois” par Marie-Eve Cousineau dans Les affaires plus, Septembre
2008, p. 14.
Books on CD
The Plague of Doves by Louise Erdrich.
The unsolved murder of a farm family
haunts a small, white, off-reservation town
in North Dakota. The vengeance exacted
for this crime and the subsequent distortions of truth transform the lives of Ojibwe
living on the nearby reservation and shape
the passions of both communities for the
next generation.
Unaccustomed Earth by Jhumpa Lahiri.
Exploring the secrets and complexities
lying at the heart of family life and relationships, this book is a collection of eight
stories including the title work about a
young mother in a new city whose father
tends her garden while hiding a secret love
affair.
English adult
When We Were Romans by Matthew
Kneale. Whitbread award-winning novelist Kneale (for English Passengers) writes
the haunting story of a family in disinteAce. Clearly this plan did not work, as
North overruffed dummy’s trump on the
third Diamond.
Watch what happens had South won
the Diamond King with the Ace. South’s
best play is a ruffing finesse against,
South’s Jack.
That works, East would only loose 2
Spades and one trick each in Hearts and
Diamonds.
When “standard” defense brings substandard results, do not be afraid to improvise. Declarer can be misled just as
easily as defenders.

gration in the wonderfully offbeat voice of
nine-year-old Lawrence.
A Week in October by Elizabeth Subercaseaux. Chilean writer Subercaseaux asks
this question: How well do we really know
our life partners? Clara, diagnosed with
cancer, is writing her autobiography. Her
husband is shocked to learn not only of
her secret love life, but also that she knows
of his.
What I talk about when I talk about Running by Haruki Murakami. In this memoir, the critically and commercially
successful Japanese writer discusses his
reasons for taking up marathon running
about 30 years ago and how it reflects on
his life as a writer. Murakami has run
more than 25 marathons and his personal
best time was 3.27 hours in the 2001 New
York City Marathon.
French adult
Les fils de France by Franck Ferrand. The
second volume of La cour des dames, a
series devoted to the intrigues of the early
Renaissance, an epic and sumptuous
time. This novel describes how, during the
reigns of Francis I and Henry II, the power
of a few exceptional women emerged.
Les 1001 jardins qu’il faut avoir vus dans
sa vie. This book invites us to an enchanting promenade through the world’s most
amazing gardens. The works of well established or little–known creators, these
gardens are representative of a variety of
styles: baroque, contemporary, Italian,
Japanese or French.
Children’s
Le musée de l’art pour les enfants by
Amanda Renshaw. Thirty artists and examples of their work are featured in this
nicely illustrated book that encourages
children to ask why artists do what they
do. A fun book for kids, parents and teachers of art!
Golden Legacy: How Golden Books Won
Children’s Hearts, Changed Publishing Forever, and Became an American Icon along
the Way by Leonard S. Marcus. Many of us
grew up reading and collecting the colourful picture books with the golden spines.
Children’s literature expert Leonard S.
Marcus has written a fascinating and complete history of Golden Books to celebrate
its 65th anniversary.
Reference
Report on the state of public health in
Canada by The Chief Public Health Officer.
Dictionnaire de la danse under the direction of Philippe Le Moal.
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Pets party on Victoria Ave.

Underdog
By Fern Breslaw
Mila is a very good girl with very low self esteem.
Like so many of us, Mila suffers from social anxiety disorder
and spent most of her time trying to hide from potential adopters
during her stay at the SPCA.
As a result of her wallflower ways, she
was placed in a foster home where she
could hopefully learn to worry less and
show off more. Unfortunately, suitors were
still scarce.
Mila isn’t one to parade about flaunting
her stuff to strangers and so, despite being
a smart, obedient dog with fantastic social
skill and a huge heart; most people never
get to know just how good this girl can be.
Find out more about adopting Mila by
Mila
contacting Karine at 450.714.1612.

9 Lives: Big Moose’s encore
By Lyzanne

Anna Maria Ranieri, of Pampered Pets de Westmount (324A Victoria Avenue, 514.487.9998), with
her dog McGwire and client Oliver. Ranieri hosted a pet party for McGwire's tenth birthday on
September 13. Family, friends and clients attended the birthday celebration with their pets.

Foot Care Clinics

We profiled Big
Moose at the beginning
of the summer holidays. Unfortunately, he
didn’t find a home during the break. Now that everyone is back
at school and at work in the city, it would
be so wonderful if he could be part of a
family now, since he is really the perfect
family cat.
Big Moose has the classic white and
marmalade markings of a handsome domestic shorthair, and beautiful green eyes.
He had a very peaceful life with an elderly

Artwork by Laura S. Cohendet

Initial Visit: $30
Additional Visits: $25

Queen Elizabeth Health Complex
Good living comes with
age. Why not retire in perfect
elegance and ultimate comfort? Our caring staff will
tend to all your needs 24
hours every single day.
Please call us regarding our
affordable rentals:

Tuesdays & Wednesdays
Call: 514 866-6801

Griffith McConnell Residence
Fridays
Call: 514 482-0590
Big Moose

PREVENT CHILD ABUSE
514.484.5987

You can help by donating USED BOOKS
to KIDZSAFE FOUNDATION, to fund
our educational programmes for kids.

4970 Sherbrooke Street West

Call for pick-up 514.702.4930

HAIR STYLING FOR MEN

gentleman, who can no longer take care of
him.
Big Moose is about 3 ½ years old,
healthy but a tad overweight from getting
a lot of treats!
He is neutered and his shots are up to
date. His front paws are declawed, so he is
an indoor cat only.
He has a bit of a John Wayne walk, a
swagger, because he has a slight birth defect in one hip, but it doesn’t bother him
and it doesn’t concern his vet.
He is very affectionate and really enjoys
being petted.
For more info on Big Moose, please call
Gerdy on her pager at 514.203.9180 or
email her at info@gerdysrescue.org.
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Atwater Library at 180

Building Projects: What’s permitted

Leney & Sproule
by Susan McGuire
With the approaching 180th anniversary
of the Westmount-based Atwater Library and
Computer Centre, the Independent is pleased to present a series of articles about ALCC
people and events from its start in 1828 as the
Montreal Mechanics’ Institution.
William Satchwell Leney
Shortly after the Mechanics’ Institution
was formed in 1828, William Satchwell
Leney, who owned a farm at Longue
Pointe on the northeastern tip of the is-

years before, and advertised himself as a
painter of miniatures, drawing master and
decorator of window blinds.
In 1830, he was advertising a series of
six views of Montreal, watercolours engraved on copperplate by Leney. They are
said to make up the most handsome series
published in Canada, and show the maturity achieved in pictorial printmaking during the first half of the 19th century.
Robert Sproule and his expanding family moved to Ontario after 1834, where they
lived a somewhat peripatetic existence
until he died in 1845.

The following are permits for exterior
new construction, alterations and landscaping approved by Westmount city
council at a special meeting September 10.
789 Lexington: to change the front and
garage doors;
378-380 Clarke: to replace some windows
and repair front door;
4333 Sherbrooke: to replace west façade
door at city hall;
351 Redfern: to change some windows;
421 Mount Pleasant: to replace some windows;
4221-4229 St. Catherine: to change some
windows;
491 Victoria: to replace some windows;
4646 St. Catherine: to replace a third

Classfied
Violoncello Lessons: 30 years of
experience including symphony,
chamber orchestras and chamber
ensembles. Degrees from Russian
Academy include: Concert Performer, Orchestra Player and
Teacher. Beginners to advanced.
514-766-3156.

Early Bank of Montreal banknote engraved by William Leney. Note “dollar” and “piastre.”
Courtesy: Corporate Archives, BMO Financial Group.

land of Montreal, donated an engraved
copper plate for “striking off the cards of
the Institution.” In thanks, he was made a
member for life.
He was born in 1769 in London and,
according to Britain’s Dictionary of National Biography, became an engraver accomplished in both line and stipple. He
and his wife Sarah emigrated to New York
about 1806, and they had nine children.
While in New York, he engraved small portraits of notable Americans including
George Washington and John Adams.
Leney and his family arrived in Montreal in 1820. He engraved the first banknotes for the Bank of Montreal. He died
at Longue Pointe in 1831, aged 62, and is
buried in Mount Royal Cemetery.
His granddaughter Sarah Leney married young Alexander Walker Ogilvie, who
grew up on a farm near the Leneys, became a member of the Mechanics’ Institution, expanded the Watson/Ogilvy
milling enterprises, and spent many years
in public service.
Robert Sproule
Robert A. Sproule was elected to the
MMI managing committee in 1830. He
had arrived in Montreal from Ireland a few

Quality Sale and Rummage Sale!
Sat. Sept. 20th, 9 to 4. 4006 Dorchester, corner Atwater/Rene Levesque. Antiques, fine china, crystal,
gifts and much more. Rain or shine!
Proceeds to Ugandan AIDS orphans.
Cook needed downtown for elderly
lady. Light cooking, European cuisine. 4 times per week. 1 pm to 4
pm. 488-1451.
Free for non-profit theatre troop:
stage spear/halberd (great for
Shakespeare!). Call David 514.935.
4537.

PREVENT CHILD ABUSE
You can help by donating USED BOOKS
to KIDZSAFE FOUNDATION, to fund
our educational programmes for kids.

storey balcony;
315 Kensington: to change some windows;
4742 The Boulevard: to replace some windows;
399 Clarke, 7A: to replace some windows;
21 Barat: to redo the walkway and driveway
and do some landscaping;
3 St. George’s Place: to replace some windows;
436 Strathcona: to replace some windows;
21 Holton: to change a door and window
on the rear façade;
557 Lansdowne: to replace a rear fence;
588 Lansdowne: to replace front and rear
windows and doors and demolish a
back shed.

WESTMOUNT
INDEPENDENT
We are Westmount.

Please write
to us!
For consideration, letters to the
editor must identify them as “for
publication” and have authors’ customary first and last names, and
street names, all of which will be
published. Please also include contact information (for follow-up purposes only). We do not publish
letters regarding consumer complaints or inter-neighbour disputes.
Letters will be edited for length,
content and style.

Westmount
Park United
Church
4695 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W
corner Lansdowne
(514) 937-1146

Call for pick-up 514.702.4930

Meet Market Adventures
Where Singles & Adventures Meet
FREE MEMBERSHIP
St. James (top) and Notre Dame St. scenes, before
1830, engraved by William Leney from watercolours by Robert Sproule.

Tel. 514-396-9416
www.MeetMarketAdventures.com

Weekly Saturday
Service
4:30 p.m.
Come relax and enjoy
worship & warm
fellowship at WPUC.
Check out our website at:
www.westmountparkuc.org
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Westmount Art Scene

Montreal artists: Gaucher, Steiger and Jérôme
reduces nature – including
the human form – to circles and squares. Influenced by European art,
Steiger
has
followed
Cezanne’s advice to “treat
nature by means of the
cylinder, the sphere, the
cone, everything brought
into proper perspective...”
The exhibit of Steiger’s
paintings begins on September 27 at West End
Gallery (1358 Greene Ave.).

By Heather Black
Montreal artists are world renown.
Painter and Cirque du Soleil set designer
Dominique Gaucher is one of 17 artists
participating at the Quebec Gold exhibition in Reims, while abstract stylists Nory
Steiger and Jean-Paul Jérôme are collected
worldwide.
Dominique Gaucher at
Galerie de Bellefeuille
Figurative artist Dominique Gaucher
combines his love of painting with performance. Known for film and stage sets,
his paintings also promote storytelling. In
“Play with Fire No 4”, shiny orange acrylic
swirls are set against a matte-darkened figure, evoking glowing tips of twigs thrust
about. In “Unexpected”, a young man in
front of a blank canvas stares at swathes of
white paint suspended above him.
This daring technique – the artist first
paints the scene in photo-like detail before
throwing or dripping paint onto the image
– creates a unique special effect. Evoking
mystery, this is “art as set.” In “Entrance
at the Museum”, corporate figures in a cor-

Jean-Paul Jérôme, RCA,
at Galerie D’Este
Although his work
spans seven decades, JeanPaul Jérôme is best known
for abstract and op art. A
founding member of the
Plasticiens, his compositions centre on the plastic
elements of colour, form,
line and texture. “Impressions-un” is a geometric ab-

stract of red, yellow, blue and green, influenced by Mondrian and Vasarely. But “Lumière du jour” – a composition of sienna
curves and rectangles – reflects a cubist
approach.
This exhibit of 30 works also includes
several watercolours. “L’ombre passe” – a
strong image in brown and black – illustrates the creative versatility of this important Canadian artist. The Jérôme exhibit
continues until September 21 at Galerie
D’Este (1329 Greene Ave.).
And locally...
Original to their time and place, these
artists are celebrated for their distinct
painterly style. But Quebec landscapes and
themes also resonate throughout these exhibits – in Jérôme’s stained-glass paintings, Gaucher’s ice landscapes or Steiger’s
Westmount sites.
But also it is worth taking note of “Art
Westmount 2008”. On October 18 and 19,
local sculptors, painters and photographers will open their doors to the public. Don’t miss this opportunity to view
new artists and new works-in-progress.

Jean-Paul Jérôme "Impressions-un"

ridor merge with climbers scaling icepacked cliffs. In this theatre of self-discovery, the artist’s identity as worker or
risk-taker is questioned. Thought-provoking, the exhibit of Gaucher’s work continues until September 22 at Galerie de
Bellefeuille (1367 Greene Ave.).
Nory Steiger at West End Gallery
The vibrant colours of the Mediterranean inspire this Montreal artist and
long-time summer resident of Sitges,
Spain. In “Geometry of Man and Nature”,
a chateau is balanced by geometric vegetation and clouds set against, and reflected
in, a cyan sky and sea. “In Broken Jug and
Landscape”, a stylized still life of fruit and
crockery is colour rich and cheerful.
An abstract expressionist, Nory Steiger

Electronic
Independents
available
Enjoy the Indie at supper time
on Tuesdays!
Sign up by writing us:
indie@
westmountindependent.com.

[Tip 12]

Use acrylic separators to keep
your bags and purses upright,
and maintain their shape.
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Meet Michel Wilson, Westmount’s new police chief

Different type of action for SWAT veteran
A

fter 17 years with Montreal’s SWAT
team, latterly as its commanding officer, Michel Wilson is now experiencing a
new type of action as the commandant of
local Montreal police Station 12.
“There’s a lot of action politically and
exchanges with city hall,” he says. “I feel
like the police chief of Westmount – part
of the family.”
Fittingly, Commander Wilson marked
his 25-year anniversary with the Montreal
police force last Friday, September 10, as
the head of the Stanton St. station.
Stanton is where he began his career as
an MUC patrol constable and where he returned for a three-month stint as a new
sergeant during the Ice Storm of ’98. That
was shortly after Westmount’s former fullservice Station 23 had become one of the
first community-police stations on the island.
He liked the concept of working with
community partners and “changing the
mindset,” he says.

“I saw lots of teamwork here during the
Ice Storm between firefighters, the different departments of the city and even support from the army.” But one of Wilson’s
special memories was helping an elderly
woman during the evacuation of her
home. “It was a good feeling, but rather
sad to see people have to leave their
homes.”
The need to help people was one of the
reasons he became a police officer, he explains. “It runs in my family,” though he’s
the first to do so through police service.
Field Commander too
In addition to his responsibilities at Station 12, which covers Westmount east to
Côte des Neiges and Guy, Wilson is also a
field commander – a position highlighted
by the peaked navy blue baseball cap emblazoned with the gold braid of his rank
that occupies the key position on his bookcase. “I still have that responsibility,” he
explains proudly.
Wilson and his spouse, Leslie Potts,
have two sons aged 7 and 5. Is she a police

officer? “Of course,” he replies
with a wide smile, a community
relations officer at Station 4 in
Dollard des Ormeaux. And did he
meet her on the job? “Of course!”
Joined SWAT in 1991
A native of Montreal, Wilson
grew up in St. Michel and studied
police technology at Collège
Maisonneuve and the Nicolet police academy. He worked briefly
in Boucherville and Vaudreuil before being accepted in the Montreal Urban Community force. As
a constable, he worked in Westmount, St. Michel and Hochelaga, before joining the SWAT
team in 1991. “I liked that kind of
action. It was a good team effort.
And we had the feeling we were
really helping citizens.”
As a bomb technician, “I defused a few bombs,” he says
casually. But his work also included drug raids, hostage takings, and diving for submerged
cars. Among his memories are his involvement in the Valery Fabrikant shootings at Concordia University on August
24, 1992.
Wilson maintains his fitness training,
and is an avid proponent of karate for the
concentration and mental discipline it pro-

Commander Michel Wilson

vides.
One of his philosophies of life, he says,
is generating a positive effect on others.
“It’s important to be nice to the people
around you. It creates a transfer of emotion and makes other people happy. I’m a
very positive person.”

If you want us to succeed,
you’ve got to make some noise!
Who makes the Westmount Independent
financially viable?
Group #1. Real estate agents
Group #2. Other advertisers, including the City of Westmount
Focus on Group #2.
How can you help us with other advertisers, including the City of
Westmount?
If you know anyone associated with the companies and institutions that advertise in
the Independent, please tell them that you:
• Read and enjoy the Independent
• Have seen their advertisement.
Your comment can make a huge difference to the size and frequency of
Westmount’s only Westmount-owned and headquarted newspaper.

¬ Advertisers need feedback! Please give it to them.¬
Thank you for your support,
David Price, Editor & Publisher
¬

By Laureen Sweeney
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Properties to love

WESTMOUNT Lansdowne

LAURENTIANS Lac Manitou

New on the Market! Beautiful 4 bedroom semi-detached with
fabulous floor plan. Original woodwork, wood floors and stained
glass. Ground floor family room, 2-car garage in a great location.
Asking $1,120,000

New on the Market! Unique chance to own 5 acres on beautiful
Lake Manitou, lodge style home with boathouse and 450 ft
of lakefront, shared tennis, and much more.
Asking $2,850,000

WESTMOUNT
Murray Hill

LE PLATEAU
De la Roche

Renovator’s dream, beautiful
4 bedroom semi-detached,
2 car garage, woodwork,
steps to Murray Park
Asking $949,000

Newly renovated ground
floor 2 bedroom condo
with intimate private garden,
steps to Lafontaine Park
Asking $425,000

DOWNTOWN
Pine Ave. West

WESTMOUNT ADJ.
Trafalgar Place

New on the Market!
Golden Square Mile, unique
condo for its design, views,
& location. 2 bedroom +
2 bathroom, outdoor pool,
steps to the mountain.
EXCLUSIVE
Asking $595,000

Charming 3 bedroom
townhouse situated on
heritage garden, steps to
Beaver Lake and downtown.
Unique opportunity!
Asking $515,000

and live
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JOAN & JILL PRÉVOST
Affiliated Real Estate Agents

TOP 1% ACROSS CANADA*
PALME
D’OR DU
PRÉSIDENT

Joan Prévost

ATTESTATION
PLATINE DU
PRÉSIDENT

CLUB
DES DIX

Office: 514 934-1818

Chartered Real Estate Broker

www.joanprevost.com

Heritage
4 Westmount SQ., #110
Westmount

Cell: 915-1696 Jill Prévost, BComm

Cell: 591-0804

WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING, OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU IS...RESULTS!
WESTMOUNT FEATURED PROPERTIES
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CHATEAU WESTMOUNT SQUARE: The fabulous entertaining space
you have been waiting for in Westmount’s finest condo building! 2,375
sq.ft. 2+1 bedroom condo w/spectacular southern & mountain views
from every window, 24 hour security, indoor pool, gym, squash court,
restaurant & steps from trendy Greene Avenue! Asking $1,689,000.

D!
E
T
S
I
L
JUST

TRAFALGAR (WSMT ADJ.): Renovators’ delight on over 10,000 sq.ft.
of land with fabulous entertaining space and southern views! Great
potential! Asking $1,995,000.

UPPER LANSDOWNE: Lovely and extremely bright 4+1 bedroom s/d
home with fantastic western views! Featuring a cross-hall plan, double
living room, upstairs den, large bedrooms, beautiful mouldings and
detailing, hardwood floors, garage, large deck and garden. Situated
across from Devon Park in upper Westmount, this home is awaiting
your special touch! Asking $1,095,000.

OPEN HOUSE SUN 2-4

D!
E
T
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WOW! Looking for space? Approx. 5,000 sq.ft. on 12th floor in downtown Montreal! Priced well under evaluation, this 12 room condo could
be transformed into absolutely phenomenal entertaining space! With
3 balconies, 2 garages, 24 hr doorman, indoor pool/gym ++ this value
cannot be beat! Asking $899,000

4614-16 Ste. Catherine O.: Wonderful 3 bdrm renovated Victorian
townhouse w/ a 2nd address for a bachelor/office! centrally located,
this home features central air, Jatoba floors, granite kitchen, ground
floor den, new roof & windows, high ceilings, skylight, 3-car parking
++ a pleasure to show! asking $699,000.
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YORK: Location! Location! Adorable 4+1 bedroom s/d turn of the
century home in the Victoria village! Loaded with charm and light and
offering a granite kitchen, finished basement with bedroom and
bathroom, 1 exterior parking*, a wonderful private garden with southern exposure and many improvements throughout. Asking $639,000.

ST. HUBERT (PLATEAU): Lovely & charming 2 bdrm renovated top
floor condo w/views of mount royal! Enjoy the open concept granite
kitchen w/large island, sun-filled double living room w/fireplace, 2
balconies, rights to rooftop for a terrace, beautiful columns/mouldings
& garage! This condo will surely impress! Asking $499,000.

4945 VICTORIA: Impeccable and sun-filled 2+2 bdrm ground floor
condo w/ approx. 2,700 sq.ft. Of wonderful living space & exclusive
use of the lovely backyard. W/central air, central vac, oak floors, tons
of improvements & integ. Garage; this condo feels like a home & is
steps from everything! Asking $649,000.

OPEN HOUSE SUN 2-4
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472 WOOD AVE.: Location! Location! Renovated open concept 3 bdrm
condo on 3rd floor of a triplex. Minutes from Greene Ave. village &
downtown, this condo has so much to offer! From the exposed brick
wall to the possibility of a rooftop terrace with city views, this charming
condo is waiting for you! Asking $425,000.

OUR SUCCESS IS MEASURED... ONE FAMILY AT A TIME
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