
Two Olivier Ave. buildings sold for $51 million 

This building at 225 Olivier Ave. above St. Catherine was sold October 21 for $31,574,100, as seen 
October 30. Its “mate” across the street was transferred at the same time between the same parties 
for $19,425,900, for a total of $51 million. See p. 23 for more coverage. Photo: Martin C. Barry.
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Council kicks off city’s southeast development 

Permit parameters announced for 20-
storey complex at former Packard site 
By Laureen Sweeney 

When city council met October 27 to 
consider demolition of the long vacant and 
dilapidated four-storey commercial building 
at 4024-4032 St. Catherine and the replace-
ment project, it might be considered to be 
a gateway to the city’s long-discussed south-
east development project. 

This long-neglected building across 

from Alexis Nihon Plaza is the former 
Packard, then Subaru, car dealership for 
which the city received a development pro-
posal to replace it with a four-storey 
“podium” topped by a recessed 16-storey 
residential building (see story and render-
ing September 29, p. 13). 

After a presentation of the proposal 
from developers and no 
objections received by 

Small group hears estimate 
of $26.9M to be spent by city 
on southeast’s infrastructure 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A public consultation meeting October 
26 on the city’s long-standing southeast 
development plan concluded after an hour-
long session at city hall that seemed to pose 
many more questions than answers. 

The session focussed on financial cost 
estimates by the city at some $26.9 million 
that could be expected in ex panding or 
upgrading required infrastructure. 

After a presentation by city urban plan-
ning director Frédéric Neault on screens 
that were found difficult to read by some 
of the 10 attendees in the council chamber, 
questions were invited from Mayor Michael 
Stern. He was accompanied by councillors 
Jonathan Chomski, Jeff Shamie, Shawn 
Moss, Matt Aronson and Kathleen Kez. 

One questioner quickly asked why “only 

about 10” people were present, how the 
city’s estimated $26.9 million might be 
borne by developers and who would cover 
risks associated with these amounts. 

Interestingly, Conrad Peart, former city 
councillor and long-time city urban plan-
ning commissioner, sought details of esti-
mated costs such as the long-term effects 
of inflation, the scope of city services that 
would be required and the number of con-
dos that might actually be sold. 

Mayor Stern said he was “satisfied” with 
costing estimates and processes from con-
sultants that had been done based on “to -
day’s numbers,” which he noted had al -
ready been on the high side, as reflected, 
for example, by the city’s current road work. 

As well, he added: “The final [southeast] 
plan may be a lot different,” he added. 
“There’s a lot we don’t know.”

continued on p. 14

M A X W E L L    C A S T L E 
R E A L  E S T A T E  B R O K E R   

+1-514-941-8802 maxwellcastle.com 
Re/Max Action Inc., 1225 Greene Ave., Westmount

CAROLE G. 
KENNEDY

THRIVE FOR EXCELLENCE

514.949.3230

RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE BROKER

Profusion Immobilier Inc. • Real Estate Agency

12 PARKSIDE, VILLE-MARIE

BEDS: 3 | BATHS: 2 $968,000

2382 GRAND, CDN/NDG

BEDS: 4 | BATHS: 2 $1,325,000

4100 DE LA CÔTE-DES-NEIGES 15, VILLE-MARIE 

BEDS: 4 | BATHS: 2+1 $698,000

5
14

.9
3

4
.2

4
8

0
 |

 C
H

R
IS

T
IN

A
M

IL
L

E
R

.C
A

Christina Miller Group Inc. | Profusion immobilier Inc. | Real Estate Agency

LOVEWHEREYOULIVE

Where local knowledge  
moves you.

New this Week 
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$1,325,000 3    2+1 

77 COLUMBIA 
WESTMOUNT

514.912.1482 baudinet.ca baudinet@royallepage.ca

$1,999,999 TRIPLEX 

3542-3544A AYLMER 
LE PLATEAU-MONT ROYAL 

$1,049,000 3+1    2+1 

11385 PHILIPPE-HÉBERT 
AHUNTSIC-CARTIERVILLE

$430,000 1    1 

1455 SHERBROOKE O. # 2101 
VILLE-MARIE

$1,650,000 + GST/QST COMMERCIAL 

4612 STE-CATHERINE O. 
WESTMOUNT

$495,000  3    2 

7390 CÔTE-ST-LUC # 6 
NOTRE-DAME-DE-GRÂCE

$795,000  2+1    2 

2413 WEST HILL 
NOTRE-DAME-DE-GRÂCE

$625,000 1    1+1 

4855 MAISONNEUVE O. # 104 
WESTMOUNT

$2,300/MO 1    1 

376 REDFERN #16 
WESTMOUNT

$1,750/MO 1   1

1200 DRUMMOND #1607 
VILLE-MARIE
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1350 Greene Westmount H3Z 2B1 514.464.8389

NOVEMBER 5-9, 2026 

TRUNK SHOW 
SPRING/SUMMER 2027 

JOIN US & SHOP A SPECIAL EDIT OF THE 
DOROTHEE SCHUMACHER SPRING/SUMMER 2027 COLLECTION.

Authorities: Remove leaves, don’t just blow them away 

Public Security tickets contractor $472 for using leaf-blower at 7:15 am 
By Laureen Sweeney 

A contractor was ticketed $472 for clear-
ing leaves at a property on Dorchester near 
Clandeboye 7:15 am October 29, Public 
Security officials said. 

The patroller had heard the gasoline-
fired blower in operation before the 8 am 
start-up time. 

Regarding the fall clean-up of leaves, 
Director Greg McBain said that “we’re ask-
ing residents to remind their contractors 
when cleaning up the leaves to remove 
them entirely and take them away from 
both the private and city property.” 

This is “important,” he said, “because 
the wind and rain washes them down the 
hill and clogs the catch basins.” 

Injured cyclist driven home 
A cyclist fell off his bike in front of city 

hall October 23 at 2:10 pm, Public Security 
officials said. He was found on the ground 
by a city employee and was unable to walk. 

Public Security provided first aid, but 
said that while there was no sign of injury, 
the inside of the foot made it too difficult 
to walk on. 

The man refused to go to hospital 
and his bike was locked to a pole. He was 
driven to his home on Renfrew.

Coiffure Jean John 
4897 Sherbrooke, Westmount 
514-486-6261

Homme     Femme     Enfants 
Men            Women   Children

NEW online 
appointments 
now available! 

saloncoiffurejeanjohn.com

 
.e Oook4333 rue Sherbr

ence à la Bibliothèque publique,éférr
ésentez-vous au comptoir de pr

Scannez le code QR ci-dessous ou 

UNTIL 13 NOVEMBER.
 COMPLETE THE SURVEY

SERVICES TO SENIORS

.Weet tre Sook Sherbr4333,
ary ublic Librt the Pence desk aeferR

Scan the QR code below or visit the 

JUSQU’AU 13 NOVEMBRE.
 RÉPONDEZ AU SONDAGE

SERVICES AUX AINÉ(E)S

  

Six leaf blowers in (legal) operation at Victoria and Côte St. Antoine on Oct. 31. Photo: Independent.
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35 Av. Aberdeen, Westmount
$ 11,500,000

1450 Rue Redpath-Crescent, Ville-Marie
$ 11,900,000

700 Boul. Laird, Mont-Royal

$ 6,995,000
6 Av. Forden, Westmount

$ 3,895,000

372 Av. Roslyn, Westmount

$ 2,650,000
3474 Av. du Musée, Ville-Marie

$ 2,395,000

465 Ch. de la Côte-St-Antoine, Westmount

$ 3,375,000

1 Av. Wood, apt. 304, Westmount

$ 999,000

3741 Boul. � e Boulevard 1 Av. Wood, apt. 1101, Westmount 8 Av. Grenville, Westmount

A LEADER IN LUXURY REAL ESTATE

4570 Av. Miller, CDN/NDG

$ 2,595,000

10 Av. Devon, Westmount

$ 6,495,000

SIGNIFICANT CONDO SALESIGNIFICANT SALE SOLD

NEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKETNEW TO MARKETNEW TO MARKETNEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKET

ACTION | Agence immobilière | Groupe Immobilier Joseph Montanaro Inc.

NEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKET NEW TO MARKET

NEW TO MARKET

SIGNIFICANT SALE

111 Summit Circle, Westmount
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JosephMontanaro.com  |  514. 660. 3050 †A
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WORLDWIDE*

HIGHEST SALE EVER IN TMR†

TMR Exclusive
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Thoughts on Westmount municipal politics, one year into this council 
Well, the honeymoon is over, and city 

council meetings have sure gotten spicy 
again. 

Our Letters to the Editor section has fol-
lowed suit. 

On council and outside of it, a group of 
what I have called “greenists” (see January 
28, 2025, p. 6 for more of my thoughts on 
this) is battling with what seems to be a 
more “managerialist” council majority. 

As they duke it out, I am interested to 
see people decrying (see October 20, p. 8) 
a divided council and the seeming end of 
Westmount council’s venerable “general 
committee” (i.e. closed-door meetings with 
public minutes). 

Over the last 19 years, a period of largely 
unanimous council votes and of an active 
general committee, I remember people 
disliking both. 

Unanimous votes were seen by some as 
evidence of groupthink (or even behind-
the-scenes dealmaking or intimidation) 
and general committee was seen by some 
as containing (or even hiding) discussions 
that belonged out in public. 

Yes, general committee’s minutes were 
seen as a window into council members’ 
actual thoughts, but an opaque one. 

(Of course – and without taking sides 
myself – the general committee of the past 
could have been bad from a transparency 
perspective, even as Mayor Michael Stern’s 
upcoming “caucus” era makes things 
worse.) 

Was unanimity good? 

Regarding council’s votes, we have 
moved away from the usual “board of 
directors” style of Westmount governance 
to a more “parliamentary” one (for my 
original thoughts on this distinction, see 
August 11-12, 2009, p. 4). 

What does this terminology mean? In 
short: Corporate boards rarely disagree in 
public, and that has largely been the West-

mount council’s way. Parliaments, on the 
other hand, are filled with people who 
vociferously and unremarkably disagree 
with each other. 

On this point, I will opine. 
I think some debate is healthy in the 

council chamber. The residents of West-
mount are NOT of one mind on the 
municipal issues of the day, be it garbage-
collection frequency, gasoline-powered leaf 
blowers, artificial turf, the role of the Plan-
ning Advisory Committee (PAC) or even 
the direction of Argyle Ave. 

Let’s have some back-and-forth on this 
stuff! Let’s have residents’ views expressed 
by their representatives in the council 
chamber, even if one side gets outvoted. 

I heartily recommend the attitude that 
I witnessed at the Côte St. Luc city council 
in the mid-2010s. Councillors routinely 
voted against each other, without drama or 
rancour or even much pause in the meet-
ing. 

Unlike Westmount at this exact moment, 
the pros and cons in Côte St. Luc then were 
often different groups of council members 
as the matter under consideration chang -
ed, but who knows what Westmount’s 
future may bring? (Including new issues 
and alliances.) 

And we live with party discipline at our 
other two levels of government. I think we 
can live with de facto parties here too. 

Let’s also remember that the return to 
weekly garbage pick-up was a clear election 
promise of Mayor Stern (and kudos to him 
for honouring it – not all politicians do). 
Westmounters could have voted differ-
ently, but they did not. Democracy does not 
mean that you get what you want, or that 
you get what you think is good govern-
ment. It only means that you get a vote. 

Let’s stick to the facts, please 

What is both new (in Westmount 
politics) and not new (in the world) was the 

content of a heckle during the October 6 
council meeting. 

As Mayor Stern  explained in reply to a 
question that he (with one exception) had 
not known the other current councillors 
before running and so was not part of any 
organized alliance or bloc, someone in the 
audience exclaim ed something like: “You 
go to synagogue together” (timestamp 
2:52). 

Firstly, I praise Mayor Stern (who has 
previously spoken publicly about his relig-
ious affiliation, see June 2, p. 8) for his 
measur ed re sponse: “Excuse me. ‘We go 
to synagogue together’? What are you talk-
ing about? Who do I go to synagogue with? 
…. That is really not true and not right to 
say. …. I don’t know what you are saying. 
And I don’t know where you are getting 
your information so please be careful what 
you say.” 

I have a lot of thoughts about this 
heckle, and none of them is complimen-
tary. I can always write more later, so I will 
cut my initial 500-word version down to its 
essence. At a minimum, the speaker – in 
my opinion – chose words, format and 
venue poorly. The other possibilities, in my 
opinion, are all worse. 

In our little municipal world, I encour-
age everyone to stick to the facts, and to 
relevant opinions, buttressed as much as 
possible by facts. 

No Westmount municipal politics 
participant will save the world 

Regarding rancour more generally, I 
also encourage everyone to take a breath. 
There are those residents who dislike the 
mayor’s policy direction and/or style. Fine. 
We are free to dislike our politicians and 
to say so, including in these pages. (I ex -
press no opinion.) But dialing things “up 
to 11” isn’t going to wish a new mayor or 
council into existence, and is likely to just 
create blowback. 

The mayor has hinted at a way forward: 
“I am asking all of us – myself included – 
to set the tone we want for our community: 
passionate when necessary, candid always, 
but respectful…At some of our recent 
meetings, [questions have] sometimes be -
come shouting, interruptions or personal 
attacks. [When this happens repeat edly,] I 
can lose patience…I can do better” (see 
September 15, p. 2). 

I applaud him for being open to self-
criticism and self-improvement. Not many 
of us are. 

But there is often room for improve-
ment on both sides of a dispute. To oppose 
someone for a certain alleged style and 

then double down on what you claim to 
abhor is not consistent or constructive. 

Yes, I think we should care about mun -
icipal politics, but let’s keep things in per-
spective, and temper our tone and rhetoric. 
There is often less at stake than some seem 
to think. 

Westmount will not save the world by 
adopting a certain garbage-collection 
schedule, or by banning gasoline-powered 
leaf blowers, or by declining artificial turf 
– even if those policies turn out to be good. 
(I express no opinion.) 

The targetted things – e.g. leaf blowers, 
turf – might be bad (again, I express no 
opinion), but they are not the end of the 
world. Indeed, in the case of the first two 
(weekly garbage pick-up and gas-powered 
leaf blowers), Westmount did what the 
greenists now say is the wrong thing for 
decades. We were not an immoral or un -
free or unlivable society in those years. Life 
was pretty good. 

On the third issue, Westmount is sur-
rounded by boroughs and municipalities 
with artificial fields. You know what 
happens nonetheless? The sun rises, every 
morning. A Westmount field won’t change 
that, even if it later proves to be a mistake. 

(On the flip side, a Westmount artificial 
turf field will not cause a 15-percent reduc-
tion in Westmount teenagers’ average 
weight or screen time – or lead to five 
Euro pean-level professional soccer players 
per vintage of Westmount kids. Let’s mod-
erate our aspirations there too.) 

Our municipal problems are ones that 
many people in the world would love to 
have and that, even if the municipal gov-
ernment of the day chooses your least-pre-
ferred policy on every issue for the next 
three years, Westmount will remain a great 
place to live. 

Let’s also remember that, due to the 
magic of democracy, you can complain as 
much as you want even as the other side 
gets to use its current majority (which it 
won, fairly, at the ballot box) – and as you 
prepare to sell your vision at the next elec-
tion. 

David Price is the editor of 
the Independent.
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Overheard 
In Vic village on October 30 at 4 pm, 

two children, approximately aged nine, 
were playing on the sidewalk. The girl said 
to the boy: 

“I’m the best… I’m the worst. I’m the 
worst.”

Editorial
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We are now replacing our roads faster than they deteriorate 

Almost exactly one year ago, my col-
leagues and I took the oath of office with 
a shared commitment to listen to West-
mount residents, tackle long-standing chal-
lenges and bring renewed energy and 
accountability to city hall. 

We knew there was much to do. Mean-
ingful change would require difficult deci-
sions, hard work and a willingness to chal-
lenge the way things had always been 
done. 

One year later, I am proud of the prog-
ress that we have made together. There is 
still much to accomplish, but Westmount 
is moving forward  –  and the momentum 
is real. 

We listened – We acted 

Throughout the election campaign, one 
concern came up more than almost any 
other: the condition of our streets and side-
walks. 

Residents were frustrated, and under-
standably so. For too long, investment in 
our infrastructure had not kept pace with 
its deterioration. 

We made infrastructure a priority, and 
we backed that commitment with action. 
In January, council approved the largest 

capital works program in Westmount’s his-
tory  –  a $48.1-million investment, includ-
ing nearly $32 million dedicated to roads, 
water mains and sewers. 

This year alone, work was undertaken 
on approximately five kilometers of streets, 
well above the three kilometers we need to 
address annually to maintain our road net-
work. 

We also introduced a systematic preven-
tive maintenance program, sealing cracks 
along more than 21 kilometers of roads  –  
the first program of its kind in Westmount 
in at least a decade. 

Work was carried out on Sherbrooke, 
Arlington, Grosvenor, Murray Hill, Clare-
mont and St. Catherine, among others. We 
also invested in sidewalks, public stair-
ways, Victoria Hall and other municipal 
buildings. 

And we are not stopping there. Subject 
to conditions, we plan to undertake work 
on six kilometers of roads in 2027. 

These are more than statistics. They 
represent a fundamental change in how 
we care for our city: addressing problems 
before they become crises, investing re -
sponsibly and planning for the long term. 

Investing in our quality of life 

Infrastructure may not be the most 
exciting subject, but it touches our lives 
every day. 

It is the sidewalk our children walk to 
school, the road we take to work, the water 
that flows into our homes, and the public 
spaces that bring our community together. 

Investing in infrastructure is ultimately 
about investing in safety, quality of life and 
Westmount’s future. 

We are also taking a more strategic ap -
proach to how we invest. Where under-
ground infrastructure requires replace-
ment, we re-build streets from the bottom 
up. Where pipes and wiring remain sound, 
re-surfacing can extend the life of a road at 
a fraction of the cost and with far less dis-
ruption. 

Our engineers describe it simply: the 
right road, at the right time, with the right 
intervention. 

A comprehensive assessment of our 
infrastructure, now under way, will guide 
these decisions and ensure we use tax-
payers’ dollars as effectively as possible. 

Building a culture of service 
and accountability 

Our commitment extends beyond roads 
and sidewalks. From improving municipal 
services to strengthening public safety, 
managing public resources responsibly, 
and making city hall more responsive, we 
remain focused on the priorities that resi-
dents entrusted us to address. 

Just as importantly, we are working to 
build a culture of accountability, collabora-
tion and service – one where decisions are 
guided by our community’s long-term 
interests. 

Change does not happen overnight. It 
requires people working together, a will-
ingness to re-think established practices 
and the determination to follow through. 

Our first year was not without chal-
lenges. A new council had to find its foot-
ing, the administration had to adapt to new 
priorities, and our employees took on a sig-
nificantly increased workload. 

But together, we made meaningful pro -
gress. 

Looking ahead with confidence 

I recognize that progress has also brought 
inconvenience. Construction means detours, 
noise and disruption to daily routines. I 
sincerely thank residents for their patience 
and understanding. 

I am equally grateful to my colleagues 
on council and to the dedicated employees 
of the city of Westmount. Their profession-
alism, commitment and hard work have 
made this progress possible. 

Above all, I want to thank our residents. 
Your ideas, concerns, encouragement and, 
yes, your criticism as well, continue to 
guide our work. You elected us to make a 
difference, and we take that responsibility 
seriously. 

As we begin our second year, I am more 
optimistic than ever about Westmount’s 
future. We have demonstrated what can be 
accomplished when we listen, work to -
gether and have the determination to act. 

Much more remains to be done, but we 
have laid a strong foundation. Our first 
year was about building momentum. Our 
second year will be about building on it. 
And together, we will continue making 
Westmount an even better place to call 
home.
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Mayor’s Column 

Michael Stern

Pulled down/ 
Going up! 

At left, this machinery looked ready 
for hoisting to the roof of the 245 Vic-
toria Ave. office building October 29. 
The Independent has already noticed 
that the very large plywood container 
installed at the back of the building 
this spring to house seemingly tem-
porary ventilation equipment had 
been dismantled, as seen at right at 
the same time. Circle added by Inde-
pendent. Noise from the ground-
level equipment had caused many 
complaints from residential neigh-
bours (see June 9, p. 4). An email 
sent later that day to the building’s 
owner, the Groupe Shapiro real 
estate firm, to ask about details was 
not returned by press time Novem-
ber 2. Photos: Independent.
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Discover. Explore. 
Arrange Your Private Tour.
Register Now.

thesetaistmaarten.com

Découvrez. Explorez.
Planifiez votre visite privée.
Inscrivez-vous dès maintenant.

thesetaistmaarten.com

Hôtel et résidences. Ouverture prévue en 2028 à Indigo Bay.
Résidences privées offertes à l’achat.

Hotel & Residences Opening 2028 in Indigo Bay.
Private Residence Ownership Opportunities Available.

Nathalie Elkouby
Courtier Immobilier Résidentiel
Vice President of Sales, Setai International
Setai Realty
RE/MAX ACTION - Westmount
Agence Immobilière
Cell (514) 823-0054
Office (305) 697-0750
SetaiRealty.net

Quelque chose d’extraordinaire 
s’annonce à Saint-Martin.

Something Extraordinary Is
Coming to St. Maarten.
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Tape expected to be played at substantive hearing 

CMQ rules to include recording in Westmount mayor’s upcoming case 
By Martin C. Barry 

Westmount mayor Michael Stern has 
failed to convince a Quebec Municipal 
Commission (CMQ) judge that a recording 
of a conversation he had with two city 
councillors should be excluded as evidence 
during an upcoming CMQ hearing in 
which Stern will face ethics allegations of 
using “dis respectful language” with 
municipal em ployees. 

The charges are regulatory in nature. 
A motion to exclude the recording of the 

meeting – which took place at Westmount 
city hall last May 22 – was heard on Oct -
ober 13 by CMQ judge Mélanie Robert dur-
ing a webcasted hearing at the Quebec 
City-based commission’s downtown Mon-
treal offices. 

As lawyers for the CMQ maintained the 
conversation between the mayor and coun-
cillors occurred in the context of a meeting 
held in a public place where there is no 

expectation of privacy, Stern’s defence 
counsel insisted it was private and there-
fore not admissible as evidence of a public 
official’s alleged breach of ethics. 

Judge’s reasoning 

“In light of the circumstances pres-
ented, the tribunal concludes that there 
was a reasonable expectation of privacy for 
the elected officials who participated in 
the recorded conversation,” judge Robert 
wrote in French in the conclusion to her 
 judgment released by the CMQ on October 
26. 

“However, given these same cir -
cumstances, the seriousness of the viol-
ation in question is not significant enough 
for a reasonable person, well informed of 
the facts, to conclude that the use of record-
ing P-3 undermines the integrity of the 
judicial process and brings the administra-
tion of justice into disrepute,” she con-
tinued. 

“For these reasons,” said Robert, the 
Municipal Commission of Quebec “rejects 
the elected official’s request to exclude a 
piece of evidence,” while also declaring the 
May 22 recording “admissible as evidence.” 

The disputed recording 

The conversation in question took place 
towards the end of a full-length recording 
of a city Finance and Administration Com-
mittee meeting. 

Employees participated remotely using 
the Microsoft Teams webconferencing 
platform. Although the recording was play -
ed in the CMQ courtroom, the webcast 
audio was switched off so it was not pub-
licly accessible. 

According to facts presented during the 
CMQ hearing and confirmed by Robert, a 
video screen monitoring the city hall meet-
ing was switched off when the regular 
 portion of the meeting had ended – al -
though the recording function continued 

to run. 
A legal intern who was working at the 

time for the city and who was tasked with 
processing the recording noticed that it 
included the later, three-person portion. 
He sought guidance as to whether it 
should be erased or kept. 

Testifying during the CMQ hearing, 
Dave Lapointe, who is the city’s director of 
culture, sports and recreation at the city, 
and who was acting as interim assistant 
city clerk at the time but has no legal ex -
pertise, acknowledged telling the intern to 
keep it. 

However, Lapointe also noted that it is 
a standing practice at Westmount city hall 
to conserve committee meeting recordings 
from beginning to end without distin-
guishing their contents. 

At press time November 2, the CMQ’s 
website showed the mayor’s substantive 
hearing scheduled for November 5, 6 and 
10.

Did the editor err? 

Was there a 2023 plan for artificial turf at the WAG? 
By David Price, editor 

A reader has written to me to take issue 
with my editor’s note that followed a letter 
by Marjorie Griffin opposing artificial turf 
at the WAG/Westmount Athletic Grounds 
(see October 20, p, 8). 

In her published letter, Griffin said that 
artificial turf had been planned for the 
WAG, then opposed by citizens and finally 
abandoned by the city due to citizen op -
position “during the previous administra-
tion.” In my published note, I wrote that 
this description best described what went 
on long ago during Mayor Karin Marks’ 
time in office (2002-2009), not recently dur-
ing Mayor Christina Smith’s (2017-2025). 

This reader has now contended that 
there was a debate, including in these 
pages, about artificial turf at the WAG. 

There was. 
All in 2023, I found an article by us, 

“LED lighting for WAG may be first step: 
Mayor Smith – Soccer club returns to coun-
cil to seek lighted turf field” (April 25, p. 
10), and then four letters in opposition (two 
in May 16, p. 8, and then one each in May 
30, p. 6 and June 6, p. 9). The latter letter 
was an earlier one by Griffin. An other was 
by longtime artificial turf opponent Patrick 
Barnard. A third was by the minister of 
Westmount Park United Church. 

On the surface, it would seem that I am 
wrong, but I don’t take my words back. 

If one reads our news article, this idea 

for the WAG was very, very preliminary. A 
group, the Westmount Soccer Club (which 
is separate from the city), asked city council 
– again, following up on a request from 
2019 – for an artificial turf field at the 
WAG. 

Mayor Smith responded favourably, 
right there in the council meeting. Our 
reporting said: “These lights [that were 
going to be used experimentally on tennis 
courts in summer 2023] would be the ‘first 
steps’ toward a lit field at the WAG, which 
could be included in next year’s capital 
works budget, [Mayor Smith] said.” 

Vague concept 

Talking about a lit field for the WAG 
possibly being in 2024’s budget in April 
2023 is not, in my view, much of a plan for 
artificial turf there. The concept was vague. 
It was months away from budget time. It 
was un-costed. It seemed to focus on a lit 
field, not turf. Perhaps most importantly, 
artificial turf is a big deal in Westmount 
politics due to its cost and its inherent con-
tentiousness. A mayor does not just okay 
one from the hip in response to a question 
from a well-known lobby at a regular coun-
cil meeting. 

Also, the four letters published in 2023 
– two by people non-local to the WAG – are 
the only evidence that I see of opposition. 
Could there have been more things hap-
pening behind the scenes? Yes! The Inde-
pendent is not all of Westmount, to pun on 

our motto at our own expense. 
All sorts of things could have happened 

without our knowledge and/or coverage. 
But the only evidence of opposition that I 
have is those four letters, versus Municipal 
World War III for months over proposed 
artificial turf in Westmount Park during 
Marks’ time in office, including a closed-
door citizen consultation that resulted in 
a different way forward, i.e. natural, 
fenced-off turf. 

Denouement 

So what happened later in 2023? Did the 
WAG concept ripen? 

No. Instead, a joint artificial turf field 
with Marianopolis was proposed, just two 
months after the WAG-friendly words by 
Mayor Smith at the council meeting. See: 
“Joint city/Marianopolis field planned on 
CEGEP’s campus for next spring” (June 27, 
2023, p. 1). 

That development leads me to my last 
observation. Did a council hell bent on 
artificial turf at the WAG abandon an 
actual plan due to local opposition? Or did 
it pursue a different idea that came with a 
financial partner, which was also going to 
provide land (and parking)? Council mem -
bers of that era: I am all ears. 

Reader: you be the judge on the quality 
of my editor’s note. 

And, of course, none of this history has 
anything to do with the merits or draw-
backs of artificial turf.

514-825-5500 
zourikcleaning@gmail.com 

REFERRED FOR A REASON

Hand-washed 
Never harsh 

machine cleaning 
Pet odour & urine 

treatment specialists 

Persian • Oriental 
• Silk • Wool • Antique 

• Wall-to-wall 
• Upholstery cleaning 
Also: fringe repair • binding 

• spot removal 

White-glove turn-key service 
Pick-up • Delivery 

• Re-installation

WESTMOUNT’S 
TRUSTED RUG & 

CARPET CLEANING 
SPECIALISTS



Demolition-critical tenants spared from eviction 

Council cites need for affordable housing as it preserves 325-327 Melville 
By Laureen Sweeney 

There were smiles on many faces Oct -
ober 27 when Mayor Michael Stern 
announced a decision by city council in its 
role as Demolition Committee to deny a 
demolition permit for a four-unit apart-
ment building at 325-327 Melville across 
from Westmount Park. 

Explaining that the closed-door decision 
just rendered was based in part on a need 
in the area for “affordable housing,” the 
mayor stated that the committee had taken 
into consideration the need to maintain 
diversity of housing stock in the area as 
well as the harm that demolition might 
cause to current tenants. 

Peart changes his mind 

Before the Demolition Committee had 
adjourned to make its decision, former city 
councillor Conrad Peart joined other atten-
dees at the session who spoke out for re -
tain ing the building, saying he had chang -
ed his mind from 2021 when, as city urban 
planning commissioner, he had advocated 
for its demolition. 

Among others who asked the council to 
retain the building was Stephen Levy, who 

continues to live there with four sons “into 
our tenth year.” 

All, he said, are involved in Westmount, 
frequenting its stores, working here and 
sometimes working from the residence. 
New landlords, he said, “are trying to evict 
us to build a gigantic family home.” 

Did proposed style fit? 

Among others who spoke up were Peter 
Hoffmann, who lives close by and des crib -
ed the proposed architectural de sign for 
the new house as not the style that “fits 
into our neighbourhood.” 

Before the decision was rendered, a 
presentation from the project’s architect 
focussed in part on existing deteriorating 
conditions at the rear of the building as 
well as the replacement proposal. The illus-
tration of the latter showed a street-view 
rendering that features three large win-
dows on the second storey and two similar 
ones plus the front door below.
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A rendering of the proposed replacement single-family house. 
Source: Presentation on city of Westmount’s website.

325-27 Melville on October 30. The city’s notice of possible demolition was already gone from the 
front lawn (cf. September 15, p. SL-10). Photo: Independent.

No

Yes

100th Remembrance Day
Ceremony
at the Cenotaph (near city hall, 4333 sherbrooke st. w.)

The Mayor and Councillors of the City of Westmount
invite you to the Remembrance Day Commemorative Ceremony.

Sunday, November 8, 2026 at 2 p.m.

100e Cérémonie 
Jour du Souvenir
au Cénotaphe (près de l’hôtel de ville, 4333 rue sherbrooke O.)
 
Le maire et les conseillers de la Ville de Westmount
vous invitent à assister à la cérémonie commémorative
du Jour du Souvenir.

Dimanche 8 novembre 2026 à 14 h

Nous nous souviendrons...
Lest we forget...

▶Front row, from left, Stephen Levy with family 
members Lisa Cohen, Mason Levy and Lyosa 
Blanchard. Supporter at rear is Elliot Bren-
house.
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Fall to do list:

www.dhidirect.net 
dhiservicecalls@gmail.com

445 rue Deslauriers 
St-Laurent QC 

H4N IW2

Vérification du chauffage au gaz et de l’eau chaude.

Tous nos techniciens sont parfaitement bilingues.

Get ready, winter is on its way! 
Préparez-vous, l’hiver arrive! 
CALL NOW: 514 990-1346

• Check kitchen & basement fire extinguishers 
• Verify flammable materials or chemicals 

(like fertilizer or pool chemicals) 
are NOT stored near the furnace

• Change batteries in thermostats 
• Change batteries in smoke & 

carbon monoxide detectors 
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WESTMOUNT AUTO SERVICE Inc. 
4780 Sherbrooke West H3Z 1G4 corner Grosvenor

• All services maintain 
your warranty 

• Pick-up/drop-off available 
514-932-1554

BEST 
SERVICE 
AWARD

All makes, 
all models. 

All mechanical 
& body work, 
including to 
electric 
vehicles

For your 
convenience, 

please book your 

tire change now! 

Deadline for winter 

tire installation is 

Dec. 1, but November 

often brings 
snow…

Remembrance Day is 
Wednesday, November 11th 

For those who would 
like to observe 

Remembrance Day at 
the eleventh hour of 
the eleventh day of 

the eleventh month, 
there will be an 

unofficial gathering 
at 11 a.m. at the 

Westmount Cenotaph on 
Wednesday, November 11th. 

All are welcome. 
Wilfrid de Freitas 

Kitchener Avenue 
Catherine Duff Caron 

de Maisonneuve Blvd.W.

ARTISANS
W E S T M O U N T

2026

VICTORIA HALL
4626, rue Sherbrooke Ouest

Admission 2 $
Ou aliment non périssable

Or non-perishable food item

Samedi et dimanche
14 et 15 novembre

10 h 30 à 17 h
Saturday & Sunday
November 14 & 15
10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Projectiles fired at local religious institutions 

A witness called the Independent Oct -
ober 29 about shots being fired by lunch-
time at the Church of the Advent, a former 
Anglican establishment at Wood and de 
Maisonneuve. 

Multiple shots appear to have been fired 
at the windows along the alleyway that 
runs north from de Maisonneuve. The 

police told a nearby resident that the shots 
were from a BB gun. 

Al though the damage seems minor, the 
police do take this seriously, said the resi-
dent. According to the city’s website, this 
church is Westmount’s oldest surviving 
religious building. 

It now houses the House of Prayer of 

All Nations (entry on de Maisonneuve), its 
owner, and Grace Montreal Church (entry 
on Wood). 

The next day, the Independent was alert -
ed to shots having been fired at Temple 
Emanu-El-Beth Sholom, located one block 
north of the church. 

Police did not provide any details to the 

Independent about this second event, saying 
on site, “We cannot say anything because 
it’s an ongoing investigation” 

In the photograph at right, it is clear that 
projectiles were fired at windows in the 
rear of the synagogue. 

It is not known if the two events are con-
nected, or if the same weapon was used.

At least four holes were visible in the windows of the Church of the Advent/House of Prayer of All 
Nations, as seen October 29.

The back of Temple Emanu-El-Beth Sholom on October 30, showing projectile damage to one of 
its windows. Photos: Ralph Thompson.
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You May Be Getting Older, 
But Your Skin Doesn’t Have to Show It 

Over the years, a number of environmental assaults 
on the skin can cause wrinkling and loss of elasticity. 
These factors can’t be stopped entirely, but they can be 

controlled through innovative cosmeceutical products. A 
compounding pharmacist can customize a therapy of 

cosmeceutical creams prepared for the exact needs of your 
skin. The result? Protected, rejuvenated skin that looks as 

young and healthy as it did five, ten, even fifteen years ago!

5025 Sherbrooke West (west of Claremont) 
Tel: 514-484-2222 | Fax: 514-484-2205

A gentle and personalized approach 
in helping seniors relocate

(514) 808-4248 
kathleen@smallernest.com 

www.smallernest.com

Manage your entire move 
Create your new layout in 3D 
Empty an apartment or house 
Donate unwanted items 
Arrange an estate sale 
Cancel/forward utilities, mail, etc… 
Arrange a moving company 
Pack & unpack your moving boxes 
Set up your new smaller nest

Police Report 

Suspects break in and steal smokes 
at Victoria Metro supermarket 
By Martin C. Barry 

Police investigators at Station 12 on 
Stanton St. are examining security camera 
footage for leads to uncover the identity of 
two suspects who broke into the Metro 
grocery store at the corner of Victoria Ave. 
and Sherbrooke St. overnight on October 
24 then left with hundreds of dollars’ worth 
of cigarettes. 

At around 2 am, according to a Station 12 
incident report, the two male suspects forced 
their way into the store while overnight 
main tenance staff was on the premises. 

“Surveillance video captured two sus-
pects stealing packages of cigarettes near 
the checkout counters before leaving with 
the merchandise,” said Cst. Emmanuel 
Provencher, a Station 12 community rela-
tions officer. 

In spite of the presence of the mainten-
ance workers, a confrontation did not take 
place and no one was injured, he added. 

“An examination of the scene was con-
ducted and an investigation is ongoing in 
order to find the perpetrators,” said Prov-
encher. 

Late last week, he said an analysis by the 

investigators of the video images was 
under way “and we will maybe identify the 
suspects soon.” 

Although there was no mention of the 
value of the stolen cigarettes in the incident 
report, he said the suspects stole all the 
cigarettes they found in two drawers at the 
service counter. 

According to Provencher, packages of 
stolen cigarettes have sometimes turned 
up on the shelves of “shady” retailers. 

SUV stolen 
An out-of-town visitor to Montreal who 

parked his Japanese import SUV on St. 
Catherine St. near the corner of Abbott 
Ave. on October 28 filed a complaint at Sta-
tion 12 that it was stolen. 

“The vehicle was left parked overnight,” 
said Provencher. “On the owner’s return in 
the morning, he noticed that it was gone. 

“Police officers attended the scene to 
examine it and to collect potential evi-
dence,” he added. “The investigation is still 
ongoing.” 

Although the car had not been located 
as of late last week, “we will try to track it 
using different ways,” Provencher said.

the city, the hearing was adjourned for what 
became an hour-long deliberation by the 
Demolition Committee in private, the coun-
cil returned to adopt a lengthy en abling res-
olution with more than a dozen conditions 
read out by Mayor Michael Stern. 

While finalized details of the conditions 
were not immediately received for publi-
cation as requested by the Independent, 
Councillor Matt Aronson, whose commis-
sionership includes legal affairs, provided 
the following on the decision. 

“This was bittersweet,” he said. “Nobody 
wants to reward an owner for letting a heri-

tage building fall apart, and residents told 
us clearly they didn’t want to give devel-
opers carte blanche.” 

On the other hand, he explained, the 
residential component of the tower “is a 
chance to bring up to 180 homes to West-
mount in what he described as a housing 
crisis. 

“So, we said ‘yes’ [to the demolition] 
with conditions.” 

These, he said, included that at least 10 
percent of the “homes” be affordable, that 
salvageable historical elements be secured 
and that the project be built quickly. 

As well, Aronson said, the project must 
meet the standards of LEED (Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design). 
Also required are that the owner post a 
guarantee of up to the property’s assessed 
value and if conditions are not met, the 
community keeps the money. 

“That’s what the council can do,” Aron-
son added “when it listens and takes the 
time to reach real consensus. I hope we 
keep doing it that way.” 

Earlier in the meeting before council 
adjourned for an hour-long deliberation, 
Robert Cohen, one of the residents attending 
the session, suggested the city hold “some 
sort of architectural competition” and asked 
what tenants on the south side of the tower 
would “look out on” and what elements of 
the building would be preserved.

Southeast, cont’d from p. 1

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com
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Ron Benveniste 
514.942.9352

Toujours disponible à répondre à vos questions 
Always available to answer your questions 

RE/MAX Action Courtiers/Brokers

Eautech 
Irrigation 
Éclairage

Mike Nizzola 

514-895-8077 
info@irrigationeautech.com 
www.irrigationeautech.com

60 years 
of 

experience

June transfers: Market makes a comeback 

Note: The following article relates to the reg-
istration of deeds of sale for Westmount prop-
erty in June 2026, gleaned from city sources. 
A list of sales can be found on p. 17. 

Westmount real estate sales registered 
in June this year showed signs of moving 
back to the market that sellers enjoyed a 
year ago. The average price in June on 23 
sales was $2,937,045, and the adjusted 
value of the “typical” Westmount house 
was only slightly higher, at $2,998,424. 
These numbers compare to the peak aver-
ages of June and July 2025, of $3,050,420 
and $3,069,685, respectively. 

The average sale price fell into the fall 
and winter months and did not make any 
real comeback until this April’s registra-
tions. 

The highest-priced sale so far this year 
was closed in June, when $9,950,000 was 
paid for 558 Roslyn Ave., a brick mansion 
about a half block north of Côte St. Antoine 

Rd. with a huge yard. The purchase price 
was 65.1 percent higher than its municipal 
valuation of $6,025,300, making it June’s 
top mark-up over tax value as well. 

That sale was one of four houses sold 
in June for more than $4 million: 49 Surrey 
Gardens sold for $8 million, 3999 Mon-
trose Ave., corner Ramezay Rd., was 
$5,980,000, and 343 Olivier Ave. brought 
its owner $4,050,542. 

On the other end of the spectrum were 
eight sales between $1 and $2 million, with 
the lowest at $1,100,000 for 162 Hillside 
Ave., a small townhouse on the south side 
of Hillside Ave., backing onto the CPR 

right-of-way. 
Among the other below-$2 million 

houses was 486 Argyle Ave., which started 
on the market in October 2023 and was 
shown regularly over the next two-plus 
years before selling for $1,459,000, 21.3 per-
cent less than its 2026 valuation, the big-
gest mark-down for the month. 

There were 10 double-digit mark-ups 
contrasted to six double-digit mark-downs 
meaning that the final tally was an average 
15.5-percent mark-up. 

One more duplex, on Mount Stephen 
Ave., sold in June, bringing the year’s total 
to six, the same number that sold in all of 

2025, though in fact all six of last year’s 
duplexes sold between September and 
December. Only four sold in all of 2024, an 
indication duplexes are becoming more 
attractive to buyers. 

Condos, commercial 

The condominium market has been 
moving in fits and starts through the sec-
ond quarter of 2026, with only three sales 
in April, 10 in May and just three more in 
June. The 16 sales of apartments, converted 
duplex/triplexes and co-owned townhouses 
gave their owners a total $21,789,000 for 
units with a total valuation of $34,691,400, 
so the average mark-up is 5.8 percent, but 
looking only at the three sales completed 
in June, all were “under water,” so to speak, 
with an average of -13.7 percent. Still, West-
mount condos do not come cheaply: of the 
16 sales in the second quarter, even with 
seven marked down from valuation, the 
average price is $1,361,813 and the price 
range is $600,000 to $3,184,000. 

No commercial properties changed 
hands in June.

Real Estate 

Andy Dodge

558 Roslyn Ave.

486 Argyle Ave. 162 Hillside Ave. All photos taken October 28.
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profusion.global© Profusion Immobilier Inc. Real Estate Agency. All Rights Reserved.

514.603.9870
tbaer@profusion.global

Real Estate Broker
TINA BAER

209 Harland,  Hampstead

$2,995,000

Bought & Sold – real estate transfers in June 
Address                                                      Vendor                                                                                                                   Price                           2023 Val                  Ratio (%) 
486 Argyle                                                   Nathalie Guez & Dan Albert Chiche                                                             $1,459,000                        $1,854,000                       -21.3% 
521 Claremont                                            Jean Hurtubise & Sylvie Bouvette                                                                 $1,760,000                        $1,918,500                         -8.3% 
544 Claremont                                            Michel Hébert & Anne-Marie Nadeau                                                          $2,100,000                        $2,098,200                          0.1% 
243 Clarke                                                   Ellisha Langburt & Gregory Benhaim                                                           $2,875,000                        $2,479,900                        15.9% 
3 Côte St. Antoine                                       Danielle St-Pierre & François Boulanger                                                       $2,325,000                        $2,473,300                         -6.0% 
5 Grove Park                                               Gizelle Popradi & Suresh Kalagara                                                               $2,100,000                        $2,048,300                          2.5% 
162 Hillside                                                 Antonin Jadoul & Nicole Ann de Vrieze                                                        $1,100,000                        $1,294,500                       -15.0% 
353 Kensington                                           Alexandra MacDougall & Hubert Colas                                                        $2,500,000                        $1,922,300                        30.1% 
632 Lansdowne                                           Margaret Douek                                                                                             $2,297,500                        $2,172,900                          5.7% 
3999 Montrose                                           Yanqing Yang                                                                                                  $5,980,000                        $4,550,000                        31.4% 
4355 Montrose                                           Francine Cardinal                                                                                           $2,550,000                        $1,840,400                        38.6% 
452 Mount Stephen                                    Josette Archambault-Turgeon & Adèle Turgeon Smith                                 $1,375,000                        $1,529,000                       -10.1% 
343 Olivier                                                   Olivia Corning & Scott Kern                                                                          $4,050,542                        $2,630,100                        54.0% 
558 Roslyn                                                   Rhodri Harries & Patricia Harries                                                                 $9,950,000                        $6,025,300                        65.1% 
7 Springfield                                                Mark Smith                                                                                                     $2,250,000                        $1,649,900                        36.4% 
49 Surrey Gardens                                      Mathieu Desjardins                                                                                       $8,000,000                        $6,834,000                        17.1% 
3182 The Boulevard                                    Bernard Lévy-Soussan                                                                                   $1,935,000                        $2,373,600                       -18.5% 
3763 The Boulevard                                    DongHui Ma                                                                                                  $2,870,000                        $3,351,700                       -14.4% 
761 Upper Lansdowne                               Steven Prussin                                                                                               $1,895,000                        $1,770,600                          7.0% 
321 Victoria                                                 Jeremy Whitworth                                                                                           $1,385,000                           $975,200                        42.0% 
4840 Westmount Ave.                                 Michael Albert Griffin                                                                                    $1,900,000                        $2,369,200                       -19.8% 
4-6 Windsor                                                Rebecca Lee & Karsten Howes                                                                      $2,695,000                        $2,219,600                        21.4% 
DUPLEXES 
426-28 Mount Stephen                              Yongbin Gu                                                                                                     $2,200,000                        $2,097,100                          4.9% 
CONDOMINIUMS 
4500 de Maisonneuve #43                        Diane Pardillo                                                                                                    $694,000                           $734,400                         -5.5% 
271 Melville                                                 Mary Alice Boothby Gagnon                                                                             $835,000                        $1,053,700                       -20.8% 
1 Wood #2102                                            James Gruber                                                                                                 $1,950,000                        $2,240,900                       -13.0%
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WOOD 
FINISHING 

ON-SITE SERVICE 
•Touch-ups and Repairs i.e.: 
scratches, water marks, worn surfaces 

•Polishing and 
Staining 

•Kitchen Cabinets 
•Fine Furniture

HENRY CORNBLIT, professional craftsman 
FREE ESTIMATE   514.369.0295 
www.woodfinishingmontreal.com

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE

Stayner Park tennis courts closed for work/season 

New fencing installed at Devon Park tennis courts, which are open 
By Jennifer Ball 

New fencing around Devon Park’s ten-
nis court is complete and the court is open 
to players, while work on new fencing for 
Stayner Park tennis courts is ongoing. 

Devon Park and its tennis court are 
found between Upper Lansdowne Ave. and 
Upper Belmont Ave. at the terminus of 
Devon Ave., and Stayner Park and its 
courts are located between Stayner St., 
Greene and Clandeboye. 

As the Independent reported this sum -
mer (August 25, p. 12), the July council 
meeting established that there was fence 
replacement planned for them because the 
current fences were not considered safe for 
public use. 

Stayner courts closed for season 

On October 20, the city indicated on its 
website, “The tennis courts at Stayner Park 
will not re-open after the work is com-
pleted. These courts are closed for the sea-
son.” 

The site also said, “As part of its sports 
infrastructure maintenance program, the 
city of Westmount will remove vegetation 
embedded in the existing fence, dismantle 
the old fence and install a new structure. 
A privacy screen will also be installed to 
help preserve the neighbourhood’s tran-
quillity while awaiting the planting of new 
vegetation planned for 2027. 

“No major impacts on traffic or residen-
tial parking are expected.” 

When the Independent went by October 
29, vegetation had indeed been removed.

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDS 
Painter Available 

Excellent interior painter, meticulous, reasonable rates and 
 references provided. Call Lucie 514-944-2763.

A photo of the Stayner Park tennis court on October 28 shows the soon-to-be renovated fence on the north side of the courts with trees and vegetation 
already removed. Note the hole in the fencing. Circle added by Independent.
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Spokesperson in October: ‘I don’t have any additional information’ 

Congrégation de Notre Dame announced sale 
of Villa Maria property in July 
By Jennifer Ball 

In July, Les Sœurs de la Congrégation 
de Notre Dame announced that the large 
Villa Maria property is being put up for 
sale, but any buyer will be required to 
negotiate a new lease with the Villa Maria 
high school for a minimum period of two 
additional years, that is, up to the summer 
of 2032. 

Villa Maria is located at 4245 Decarie 
Blvd. in NDG, but its property abuts and 
is accessible from that of Marianopolis Col-
lege CEGEP on Westmount Ave. in West-
mount. 

Owned by Les Sœurs de la Congré -
gation de Notre Dame since 1854, the Villa 
Maria property is located in Montreal’s 
Côte des Neiges–NDG borough and covers 
an area of 1,669,320 square feet (38.3 acres 
or 15.5 hectares). 

Recent board changes at Villa Maria 
In March of this year, the sisters ap -

pointed a new Villa Maria board in the 
hopes of resolving the long-running dis-
pute between the Congrégation and the 
high school, where 1,600 students are edu-
cated (see April 7, p. 6). 

On September 15, Mylène Forget from 
public relations company Massy Forget 
Langlois said, the “board has completed its 
review of the available options. The Con-
grégation subsequently announced the sale 
of the domaine.” 

A news release issued by the Congréga-
tion on July 23 said, “In addition to hon-
ouring the current lease with Villa Maria 
College, which expires in July 2030, any 
buyer will be required to negotiate a new 
lease for a minimum period of two addi-
tional years, that is, up to the summer of 
2032.” 

Bids for the property will be evaluated 
based on specific criteria, including: 

Compliance with Villa Maria College’s •
current lease through to July 2030; 
A commitment to negotiate a new lease •
of at least two years with the college; 
The preservation of green spaces; •
Protecting the site’s heritage value; •
Commitment to the values of the Con-•
grégation; 
The fair market value of the property. •
The Independent followed up on Oct ober 

5 with Forget to enquire if there had been 
any additional updates on activities on the 
sale or announcements from the Villa 
Maria College board since her September 
15 statement. 

Her response, on the same day, was “I 
don’t have any additional information.”

The building and grounds of Villa Maria on October 17.
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Thrilled to
welcome back,

dear Lucy

Real Estate Broker

lshapiro@profusion.global

LUCY SHAPIRO

514.234.8528

Lucy Shapiro Immobilier Inc. Agency. All Rights Reserved.

A smart experienced 
business woman 
with strong moral values



Lucky every day 

Lucky is a bright and affectionate fellow, 
presently at the Montreal SPCA in a foster 
family environment. A classic black-and-
white Boston bulldog-type, he is intelligent, 
active and a good buddy. He enjoys long 
walks and playing fetch with tennis balls, 
and then cuddling up 
at home. 

Lucky is a very 
healthy nine-year-old, 
up to date with his 
inoculations, neutered 
and microchipped. 

He has not known 
much stability, and a 
regular routine in a 
quiet home where he 
is doted on as the only 
dog would be wonder-
ful. He would enjoy a 
fenced backyard for 
playtime and training, 
as he already takes to 
active days and 
answers to several 
com mands. 

If you would like 
to find out more about 
Lucky, the Montreal 
SPCA website at 
www.spca.com pres-
ents his profile 
through his identifi-
cation number, 
2000173505. At his 
presentation page, 
please click on the “Fill 
out the form” black 
rectangle on the right-
hand side of his pho-
tograph. You will then 
be able to provide your 
contact information 
and present your in-

terest in Lucky to the adoption coordinators 
who receive the online forms. They can 
then contact you in return to discuss his 
personality, make arrangements with the 
foster family for more information and 
continue your discussions for adoption. 

Please do not hesitate. Lucky is a won-
derful companion, playful and caring to 
all. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Helsinki – turning heads 

To say that Helsinki is handsome is 
true, but it does not do justice to this ex -
quisite white-and-cream longhaired Per-
sian who makes you look twice. And then 
his azure-blue eyes hold your gaze. 

He is presently at the Montreal SPCA 
cattery, one of many at the moment. Given 
these circumstances, Helsinki is ready to 
transition to a new home environment 
where he will be at his best as a dear com-
panion and friend. On his adoption, an -
other cat could then have an opportunity 
for a safe spot at the shelter. 

Helsinki is a very healthy five-year-old, 
up to date with his inoculations, neutered 

and microchipped. 
Please do not hesitate to refer to the 

Montreal SPCA website at www.spca.com 
to find out more about him, scrolling to 
his information page from his identifica-
tion number, 2000498725. He is available 
for visits now and adoption coordinators 
would be pleased to discuss your interest. 
For your planning, the shelter is open 
every day, from Monday to Friday from 3 
pm to 8 pm, then Saturday and Sunday 
from 11 am to 6 pm. It is located at 5215 
Jean Talon St. West, Côte des Neiges, Mon-
treal H4P 1X4. 

You might wish to pack your carrier for 
Helsinki or, if you do not have one, you will 
easily find a model that suits you at the in-
house boutique. There are also quality 
accessories, foods and toys available for 
you to have a good start in your routine 
with him. 

Your neighbour, 
Lysanne

Westmount 
A-dog-tions 

Lysanne Fowler 9 Lives 

Lysanne Fowler
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Dr. Sébastien Kfoury 
v.m., IPSAV – Owner

Open minds and modern care.

Come meet the team!

514-487-5300
Text message 438-498-4450 

349 Victoria Avenue 
www.westmountvet.com

Hôpital
vétérinaire We are back.

New team, same passion.

Dr. Anne-Frédérik Drolet 
v.m.

Dr. François Ste-Marie 
Chamberland v.m.

Dre Lara Cohen 
v.m.



End of mom-and-pop style? 

Sale of Olivier Ave. apartment buildings raises tenant apprehensions 
By Martin C. Barry 

The sale of a pair of six-storey apartment 
buildings across the street from each other 
on Westmount’s Olivier Ave. is raising the 
concern of at least one tenant about the 
changeover from family ownership to a 
potentially corporate style of management. 

As reported last week on the RENX real 
estate news web portal, Montreal-based pri-
vate real estate and property management 
firm Federal Real Estate acquired the 125-
suite concrete apartment building portfolio 
on October 22 for $51 million. 

Federal Real Estate is led by Montreal 
real estate investor Domenic Pappadia. An 
online news release issued by the Quebec 
branch of Toronto-based global commer-
cial real estate services firm Avison Young 
noted that the acquisition marked the first 
ownership change since the buildings were 
developed in 1966. 

The precise name of the buyer accord-
ing to the deed is First Westmount Inc., of 
which Pappadia is the president. The 
 buildings, located at 220 and 225 Olivier 
Ave., had been owned and managed by 
members of the Edward Laurence Cohen 
family since first being developed in 
the mid-1960s. The sale was brokered by 

 Avison Young. 
“The Olivier Ave. properties offer a 

combination that is increasingly difficult 
to find: a premier Westmount location, 
substantial suites, established rental 
demand and a strong foundation for the 
future,” said Pappadia. 

“We are proud to add these buildings to 
Federal Real Estate’s portfolio and intend 
to preserve their quality while continuing 
to invest in their long-term potential,” he 
added. “This transaction reflects our con-
tinued commitment to investing in well-
located multifamily assets with enduring 
appeal.” 

According to RENX and Avison Young, 
the properties (with an average size of over 
1,000 square feet) are 94 percent occupied. 
They include 57 one-bedroom and 68 two-

bedroom suites, 80 percent of which were 
recently renovated. 

Tenant shares thoughts, concerns 

An almost two-decade tenant in one of 
the buildings (who said she did not want 
to be identified) said late last week in an 
interview with the Independent that repre-
sentatives of the new management met a 
few days before with tenants to explain 
what changes, if any, could be expected. 

“The owner’s children had been manag-
ing the building on their own before,” she 
said of the previous ownership, while 
adding that most current tenants in her 
building are long term – some as much as 
three decades. 

She said the new management’s repre-
sentatives suggested things would no 

longer be run “like a mom-and-pop shop 
anymore. Because really that’s what it was. 

“Now we’re going to have to go through 
phone numbers and waiting lists,” she 
speculated. “It’s going to be very corporate 
now.” 

The Independent reached out in a voice 
mail to Federal Real Estate for their reac-
tion to the tenant’s comments, but we did 
not hear back by deadline. 

See also photo on p. 1.
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Arthur Younanian
Notaire – Notary
4635 Sherbrooke West
Westmount, QC H3Z 1G2

Tel.: 514 931-2531
info@aynotary.ca
www.aynotary.ca

RONDA BLY 
ESTATE SALES 

CERTIFIED APPRAISER 

Expert Evaluations 
Full Professional Setups 

Complete Cleanup Available 
514 236-4159 

www.rondably.com 
The Gold Standard in Estate Sales Since 1998

Ruth Stalker Antiques 

Jamie and Alison Stalker 155 Hillside Avenue 
514 931-0822 Westmount, Quebec 
alison.stalker@bellnet.ca H3Z 1W1

Lamp Repairs 
25 years’ experience 
with Arevco Lighting 

in Westmount 
• In-home service 

• Free pick-up and delivery 

Call Robert at EclairSol 
514-582-3906

220 Olivier Ave. on October 30. Photo: Independent.

Painting | Decoration & Finishing

www.stuartdearlove.com
Standard & Restorative Painting 

Plaster 
Stripping, Wood Finishing 

Interior & Exterior 
Spray Paint and Fine Finish

514-994-3187 
sdearlove@bell.net RBQ 8328 8514 09 
OVER 20 YEARS PAINTING EXPERIENCE
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Charles Bronfman thanked on his 95th birthday 

Family, friends and community leaders 
joined Birthright Israel Foundation of 
Canada to celebrate the 95th birthday of 
Charles Bronfman, there with his wife Rita 
Mayo Bronfman. 

The event honoured his lifetime of 
visionary leadership, philanthropy and 
commitment to the Jewish people. Found -
ed in 1999 by a group of Jewish philanthro-
pists led by Charles Bronfman and Michael 
Steinhardt, Birthright Israel aims to give 
every young Jewish person equal oppor-
tunity to explore life’s questions about 
identity, community and connection to a 
homeland. 

In honour of Charles, over $3 million 
was raised for Birthright Israel. 

Noted in the crowded room were 
Israel’s ambassador to Canada Iddo Moed 
and consul general in Montreal Eliaz Luf. 

The evening began with a cocktail re -
ception followed by a presentation that 
included a surprise video featuring footage 
of Charles’ friends from around the world, 
including Israel’s former prime ministers 

Ehud Barak and Ehud Olmert, and presi-
dent Isaac Herzog. 

The event’s framework was “Letters of 
Love to Charles,” so everyone addressed 
him in a letter style starting with “Dear 
Charles.” 

He was presented with a leather-bound 
album; letters from friends, family and dig-
nitaries as well as hundreds of Birthright 
Israel alumni, including one from Harley 
Finkelstein (Shopify). 

Sharing remarks were the group’s board 

chair Lori Rosenthal and Leslie Solomon. 
Leslie was one of the first participants in 
2000. Another letter reader was Tony 
Cohen, Charles’ stepson, son of the late 
Andrea Bronfman. 

MC was Ben Mulroney.

Social Notes 

Veronica Redgrave

Ellen Bronfman Hauptman and Stephen Bronfman with their father, Charles Bronfman, and Charles’ sister Phyllis Lambert.
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Treasures to be found amid modern ugliness, neglect 

Being used to the splendour of the Ita-
lian countryside and cities, I was surprised 
to see the somewhat stark concrete hous-
ing in Palermo, Sicily. The guide explained 
that the sack of Palermo “changed the land-
scape.” 

After World War II, developers tore 
down much of the urban fabric, building 
brutalist buildings in its stead. Today, 
blocks of such apartments with peeling 
paint share space with elegant, historic 
build ings whose Baroque convex-concave 
façades still amaze. 

Driving south of Palermo to the Villa 
Romana del Casale (4th century AD), I dis-
covered another UNESCO site; one re -
nowned for its frescoes (wall paintings) 
and mosaics. (Sadly, once again I found 
this major site seemingly under-funded.) 

Here, in all its faded glory, is history writ 
large. Indeed, one might even say an (an -
onymous) autobiography. The site is im -
bued with the essence of its likely once-
powerful owner. Walls and floors recount 
a linear narrative; stories not only of this 

high-ranked Roman ruler but of his time. 
Against the whiter shade of pale of lime 
plaster walls, 1,500-year-old colours still tell 
their tale: the everyday woven into a sense 
of history. 

The hunt is an overarching theme: life-
like lions and tigers and bears (oh my!). 
Even elephants. It is a complex oeuvre full 
of simple almost iconographic figures. 
Details are intricate. For example, birds 
wear attributes of the seasons, suggesting 
the cyclical passing of time. Pagan gods, 
huntsmen and bikini-clad ladies are real-
istically portrayed, their mosaics created 
with tesserae – tiny pieces of marble, glass 
and ceramics. Rooms of lesser importance 
such as the kitchen had a simpler décor 
with no “story.” 

But these complicated geometric mosaics 
were also carefully created with an artistic 
sophistication worthy of a couture scarf. 

Throughout my visit, I saw constant 
glimpses of classical Greek influences. 
After all, Sicily was once called Magna 
Graecia (Greater Greece). Rome famously 
absorbed the Greek visual culture, its 
elegant architecture transformed by 
Roman marketing muscle into statements 
of power. 

Although the temple 

Travel 

Veronica Redgrave

continued on p. 26
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of Concordia recalls the harmonious clas-
sicism of the Athenian Parthenon, its 
mood is full-scale imperial might. 

My grandfather Sir Cyril Fox, director 
of the National Museum of Wales, studied 
Hadrian’s Wall, one of many Roman sites 
in Great Britain. 

An archeologist, he stressed that I must 
visit Italy to see its magnificent Graeco-
Roman ruins. An on going voyage of dis-
covery.
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Travel, cont’d from p. 25

▶An elephant boarding a vessel.
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Marie Sicotte 
Real Estate
Broker

Westmount 
82 Summit Crescent

Westmount 
200 Lansdowne, apt. 102

Westmount 
70 Summit Circle

$4,795,000 $4,950,000

Westmount 
348 Grosvenor Av. 

$745,000

S O L D

Groupe Sutton Centre-Ouest, Inc.
245 av. Victoria, Bureau 20
Westmount, QC H3Z 2M6

+1 514 953 9808 mariesicotte.com

4 23+1 2 5 13+1 2

Westmount 
3 Westmount Square, apt. 1511 

$2,595,000

Westmount 
123 Arlington Av. 

$2,395,000
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REAL ESTATE BROKER

$2,350,000
11 O'reilly, PH3.5
Nun's Island

Carl knows
every client is a priority

Ville-Marie$849,000
4700 Ste-Catherine O., apt. 403
Westmount

$1,998,000
114 Docteur
Pierrefonds

$1,589,000
44 Couillard
Saint-Hippolyte

$3,998,000
420 de la Rive-Boisée, PH700
Pierrefonds

$2,898,000
350 Kensington
Westmount

$1,399,000
3940 Côte-des-Neiges, apt. B52
Ville-Marie

$1,798,000
4084 Berri
Le Plateau-Mont-Royal

$1,295,000
12 Cambridge
Hudson

Outremont Le Plateau-Mont-Royal

carlrfontaine.com

514 726-2077
711-1, Westmount Square, Westmount (QC), H3Z 2P9

Groupe Immobilier Carl-Rémillard Fontaine Inc.  

© Profusion Immobilier Inc. Real Estate Agency. All Rights Reserved.

WATERFRONT

Courtier immobilier résidentiel et commercial
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